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Everard's Commentary on Emerald lablet

[Transcribed from Ms. Ashmole 1440.]
Back to pieces on Emerald Tabl@&ack to alchemical texts

Tabula Smaragdina
or
The Table of Emerald
said to be found
in the Sepulchre of Hermes

with glosses (in italic)
by John Everard, Doctor of Divinity

1.1t is true without any lying, certain and most true, that which is inferior, or below, is as that whit is
superior or abovethere being one Universal matter and form oftatigs, differenced only by accident, and
particularly by that great mystery of Rarefactiow &ondensatiorand that which is superior as that which is
inferior, to work and accomplish the Miracles of ore thing, and to show the great variety and diversity of
operations wrought by that Spirit that workeththihgs in all things.

2. And as all things were from ONE, by the Mediation 6one, God having created all things in the beginning,

which is the beginning of all things, and the wisdof his Fatherso all things spring and took their original

from this one thing by adaptation or fitting itself accordingly in number weight and measure, for Wisdom bt
her own house.

3. The Father of this one thing or that which he useth instead of an Agent, lith&l Operations thered§ the
Sun, and the mother thereofor which supplies the place of a female and Paiseihe Moon; the Nurse thereof
receiving in her lap all the influences of heat amalsture, the Sulphur and Mercury of Nature (far Spirit of
GOD moveth not but upon the Face of the watethe Earth. The Wind or Air carried in its Belly as one of the

links in the chain, that link superior things te@h that are below.

4. This is the Fatheroriginal and fountairof all perfection, and all the secret and miraculous things dortean
world; Whose force is then perfect and complete perform those Miracles, and many ma#een it is turned
into Earth; that is from a volatile and unfixed thing as @s\both before and in the preparation, to a mestfi
Earth, but quintessential, wherein all the virtass both concentred and doubled, nay infinitelygased. To whic
purposeThou shalt separate the Earth from the Fire for they being united, and the subject beingdng thing
(like Adam and Eve before their separation, ordatermaphrodite, a man and a woman joined togetek to
back) could not generate or beget, till all padgsbparated, and purgeahd the subtle or fineaetherealrom the
thick or gross, sweetlyand with much leigre all haste being from Hell, and with a greatal @é wit, judgment an
discretion: for to every thing there is an appainiene, and for the production of all animals, vadpes and
minerals, the measure of the Igne (fire) is meakWeEdras 4, 37. And therefore is requisite lpattience to
persevere and expect the appointed time, and viidgrment to find, and order the filé ascendeth from Earth
to Heaven, and descendeth from Heaven to Eartleyen as the rain, which in like manner is oftehobated upc
the earth; and one part of it is by the appointneéntisdom fixed into earth, whilst another parteafrth is
attenuated and dissolved; this being the perpatoéibn of wisdom itself : and by this means it acein the virtue
and power of all things above, the subtilty, purfignetrative activity of fire, light, heavand things below the
fluidness, fixedness and capableness of all infltaepwhich the lower elements of Earth and Watee o shalt
thou have the glory of the whole worldwhich consisteth in long life, health, youth, rishevisdom and virtue,
Therefore shall all obscurity fly from theethe obscurity and darkness of the body, its dipamand sickness; of
the Soul and Mind, that which ariseth from thes®i@nces which is cured not in the branch onlyiltite root,



when we have put our light in a clear glaBsis is the most strong strength of all strengththe mightiest
expression of all the power strength and efficafayadure which can be in sublunary thinfgs, it will overcome
any subtle thing as metals in Mercury, and the spirit of the bepighich though they be thin it will be congealed,
and though they be volatile, it will fix: and likése in living weight, there is no disease so qpélibut it wil root it
out:and every hard thing it will pierce as well in compact metals with whom it will joinseparably, as in
diseases that affect the solidest part of bodikas was the World created Therefore do the philosophers call
their Stone, the little world made of the same Ghand after the same manner that the great ond-vam
whence will be wonderful adaptationsor fittings of Agents and Patients, and by thatns strange productions
all the kingdoms of Nature, animal, vegetable amtenal :and the manner of them is thiswhich is showed and
set down before, and the method of operation theeséherefore am | called Hermes Trismegistusr the thrice
greatest Mercunhaving the three parts of the philosophy of the whe world, and endowe with the knowledg
of the Body, Soul and Spirit, whereof all thingsisist, and of all things that are in the three &mmgs of Nature.
Thus endeth that which | have spoken of the operaiih of the Sun for whatsoever is made or done in all
sublunary matters, is done only by the power of3hga, of whom the Psalmist saith the Almighty halticed his
Tabernacle, it being the Fountain of all naturadther Nature itself in the Creatures, which is magtbut the finger
or ordinate power of the Almighty; And the fingarmower of God, is God himself, to whom is duetldlt, and
infinitely more, than the creatures can possibbyriae unto him.

Blessed be He for evermore.
Amen.
Finished at Fulham on Sunday August 9, 1640.
By J.E.D.D.

[i.e. John Everard Doctor of Divinity]



Tabula Smaragdina from the Geheime
figuren

Back to pieces on Emerald Tabl@&ack to alchemical texts

This picture, plain and insignificant in appearance
Concealeth a great and important thing.

Yea, it containeth a secret of the kind

That is the greatest treasure in the world.

For what on this earth is deemed more excellent
Than to be a Lord who ever reeketh with gold,
And hath also a healthy body,

Fresh and hale all his life long,

Until the predestined time

That cannot be overstepped by any creature.

All this, as | have stated, clearly

Is contained within this figure.

Three separate shields are to be seen,

And on them are eagle, lion, and free star.

And painted in their very midst

Artfully stands an imperial globe.



Heaven and Earth in like manner

Are also placed herein intentionally,

And between the hands outstretched towards eaeh oth
Are to be seen the symbols of metals.
And in the circle surrounding the picture
Seven words are to be found inscribed.
Therefore | shall now tell

What each meaneth particularly

And then indicate without hesitation

How it is called by name.

Therein is a secret thing of the Wise

In which is to be found great power.

And how to prepare it will also

Be described in the following:

The three shields together indicate

Sal, Sulphur and Mercurium.

The Sal hath been one Corpus that

Is the very last one in the Art.

The Sulphur henceforth is the soul
Without which the body can do nothing.
Mercurius is the spirit of power,

Holding together both body and soul,
Therefore it is called a medium

Since whatever is made without it hath no stability
For soul and body could not die

Should spirit also be with them.

And soul and spirit could not be

Unless they had a body to dwell in,

And no power had body or spirit

If the soul did not accompany them.

This is the meaning of the Art:

The body giveth form and constancy,

The soul doth dye and tinge it,

The spirit maketh it fluid and penetrateth it.
And therefore the Art cannot be

In one of these three things alone.

Nor can the greatest secret exist alone:

It must have body, soul, and spirit.

And now what is the fourth,

From which the three originate,

The same names teach thee

And the sevenfold star in the lower shield.
The Lion likewise by its colour and power
Showeth its nature and its property.

In the Eagle yellow and white are manifest.
Mark my words well, for there is need of care:
The imperial orb doth exhibit

The symbol of this highest good.

Heaven and earth, four elements,

Fire, light, and water, are therein.

The two hands do testify with an oath
The right reason and the true knowledge,
And from what roots are derived

All of the metals and many other things.
Now there remain only the seven words,
Hear further what they mean:



If thou dost now understand this well

This knowledge shall nevermore fail thee.
Every word standeth for a city

Each of which hath but one gate.

The first signifieth gold, is intentionally yellow.
The second for fair white silver.

The third, Mercurius, is likewise grey.

The fourth for tin, is heaven-blue.

The fifth for iron, is blood-red.

The sixth for copper, is true green.

The seventh for lead, is black as coal.
Mark what | mean, understand me well:

In these city gates, indeed,

Standeth the whole ground of the Art.

For no one city alone can effect anything,
The others must also be close at hand.
And as soon as the gates are closed

One cannot enter any city.

And if they had no gates

Not one thing could they accomplish.

But if these gates are close together

A ray of light appeareth from seven colors.
Shining very brightly together

Their might is incomparable.

Thou canst not find such wonders on earth,
Wherefore hearken unto further particulars:
Seven letters, and seven words,

Seven cities, and seven gates,

Seven times, and seven metals,

Seven days, and seven ciphers.

Whereby | mean seven herbs

Also seven arts and seven stones.
Therein stands every lasting art.

Well for him who findeth this.

If this be too hard for thee to understand
Here me again in a few other particulars:
Truly | reveal to thee

Very clearly and plainly, without hatred or envy,
How it is named with one word

Vitriol, for him who understandeth it.

If thou wouldst oft figure out

This Cabbalistic way with all diligence,
Seven and fifty in the cipher

Thou findest figured everywhere.

Let not the Work discourage thee,
Understand me rightly, so shalt thou enjoy it.
Besides that, note this fully,

There is a water which doth not make wet.
From it the metals are produced,

Itis frozen as hard as ice.

A moistened dust a fuller wind doth raise,
Wherein are all qualities.

If thou dost not understand this,

Then | may not name it for thee otherwise.
Now | will instruct thee

How it should be prepared.



There are seven ways for this art,

If thou neglectest any of them thou workest in vain
But thou must, before all things else, know
Thou hast to succeed in purification.

And although this be twofold,

Thou art in need of one alone.

The first work is freely done by it

Without any other addition,

Without distilling something in it,

Simply through its putrefication.

From all of its earthliness

Is everything afterwards prepared.

This first way hath two paths,

Happy is he who goeth on the right path.
The first extendeth through the strength of fire,
With and in itself, note this well.

The second extendeth further

Until one cometh to treasure and to gain.
This is done by dissolving,

And again by saturating, | inform you:

This must be undertaken first of all,

So comest thou to the end of the fine art.
After the whole purification hath been completed
It will be prepared and boiled in the sun

Or in the warm dung of its time,

Which extendeth itself very far

Until it becometh constant and perfect,

And the treasure of the Wise is in it.

The other ways are very subtle

And many mighty one fail therein,

For here is the purpose of the distillation
And the sublimation of the Wise Men.

The separation of the four elements

Is also called by the Wise Men

Air, water, and rectified fire.

The earth on the ground hath mislead many,
Having been deemed a worthless thing,
Although all the power lieth in it.

Some know not how to separate it

From their Cortibus, therefore they fail.

It was cast behind the door,

But the Wise Man taketh it up again,
Purifieth it snow-white and clear:

This is the ground, | say in truth.

But if thou dost wish to separate it,

Note that it is of no little importance,

For if they are not prepared

Then you are in error, that | swear.
Therefore thou must also have some vinegar
Which is revealed to the Wise Men,
Wherewith thou wilt effect the separation,
So that nothing earthly remaineth in it any mo
Till body and soul have to be separated,
Otherwise called fire and earth

And after they are thus purified,



And thereupon followeth the mixture, observe!
And so it cometh to a wondrous strength,
The finished figures with the unfinished.
And if the fire be likewise rightly controlled,
It will be entirely perfect

In much less time than a year.

Now thou hast the entire way in its length
On which are not more than two paths.
From these one soon wandereth and goeth astray,
Else it all standeth clear and plain.

The one is the water of the Wise Men,
Which is the Mercurius alone.

The other is called a vinegar,

And it is known only to a very few.

And this vinegar doth circle

Away from the philosophical iron.

It is Lord Aes whom it makcth glad.
Therefore they have combined so closely
Many hundred forms and names are given
After each hath chosen it.

One way springeth from the true source,

A few have worked on it for a whole year.
But many through their art and craft

Have shortened so long a space of time.
And quickly is the preparation set free

As Alchemy doth point out.

The preparation alone

Maketh this stone great and glorious.
Although there is but one matter

It lacketh nothing else.

But when it is clarified

Its name hath misled many.

However, | have revealed enough to thee
In many ways, forms, and fashions.

There are many names; | say

Let not thyself be misled from the true way.
In their scriptures the Elders write

That it is a draught, a great poison.

Others call it a snake, a monster,

Which is not costly anywhere.

Itis common to all men.

Throughout the world, to rich and also to poor.
It is the property of the metals

Through which they conquer victoriously.
The same is a perfection

And setteth a golden crown upon it.

Now the practice is completed

For him who understandeth it and knoweth the matter
Only two things more are to be chosen
Which thou wilt find by now

If thou dost follow the right way

And attend carefully to thy work.

The composition is the one

Which the Wise Men kept secret.

The nature of the fire also hath hidden cratft;
Therefore its order is another.



With that, one should, not deal too much

Or else all execution is lost.

One cannot be too subtle with it.

As the hen hatcheth out the chick

So also shall it be in the beginning,

And time itself will prove it.

For just as the fire is regulated

Will this treasure itself be produced.

Be industrious, constant, peaceful, and pious,
And also ask God for His help:

If thou dost obtain that, then always remember
The poor and their needs.



Emerald lablet of Hermes

Many years ago, a group of people decided to puliiferent translations of the Emerald Tablet sadous
commentaries upon it. The group broke up, the weak never finished.... Here is some of what renthikerses
have been numbered for comparison. - Jon Marshall.

Back to pieces on Emerald Tablet

The Emerald Tablet of Hermes

History of the Tablet

History of the Tablet (largely summarised from Neswoh 1980, & Holmyard 1957)
The Tablet probably first appeared in the Westliti@ns of the psuedo-Aristotlean Secretum Secoatowhich
was actually a translation of the Kitab Sirr al-&sra book of advice to kings which was translateal latin by
Johannes Hispalensis c. 1140 and by Philip of Tirgppd243. Other translations of the Tablet mayehbeen made
during the same period by Plato of Tivoli and Hadlsantalla, perhaps from different sources.
The date of the Kitab Sirr al-Asrar is uncertaimugh ¢.800 has been suggested and it is notwteam the tablet
became part of this work.
Holmyard was the first to find another early aral@esion (Ruska found a 12th centruy recensiommigg to have
been dictated by Sergius of Nablus) in the Kitabugss al-Uss al-Thani (Second Book of the Elemefts
Foundation) attributed to Jabir. Shortly after Rufund another version appended to the Kitabebikhaliga wa
San at al-Tabi'a (Book of the Secret of Creatiod e Art of Nature), which is also known as théakiiBalaniyus
al-Hakim fi'l-"Ilal (book of Balinas the wise onétCauses). It has been proposed that this bookwitien may
have been written as early as 650, and was ddfiriteshed by the Caliphate of al-Ma'mun (813-33).
Scholars have seen similarities between this bodktlee Syriac Book of Treasures written by Job dés¥a (9th
century) and more interestingly the Greek writinfjthe bishop Nemesius of Emesa in Syria from tiek fourth
century. However though this suggests a possiblia&Sgource, non of these writings contain theaibl
Balinas is usually identified with Apollonius of mg, but there is little evidence to connect hinhwtiite Kitab
Balabiyus, and even if there was,the story imples Balinas found the tablet rather than wrotand the recent
discoveries of the dead sea scrolls and the nagimaintexts suggest that hiding texts in caves ismpossible,
even if we did not have the pyramids before us.
Ruska has suggested an origin further east, andHde® has proposed an origin in China.
Holmyard, Davis and Anon all consider that this [Bainay be one of the earliest of all alchemicatksove have
that survives.
It should be remarked that apparantly the GreelsEayyptians used the termtranslated as “emeraldnfieralds,
green granites, "and perhaps green jasper". Inewalliimes the emerald table of the Gothic kingSjedin, and th
Sacro catino- a dish said to have belonged to thexe@ of Sheba, to have been used at the last s@mgeto be
made of emerald, were made of green glass [Stedl&mger: 488].

Translations

From Jabir ibn Hayyan.

0) Balinas mentions the engraving on the tabléénhtand of Hermes, which says:

1) Truth! Certainty! That in which there is no doub

2) That which is above is from that which is bel@and that which is below is from that which is abpworking thi
miracles of one.

3) As all things were from one.

4) Its father is the Sun and its mother the Moon.

5) The Earth carried it in her belly, and the Wiralrished it in her belly,



7) as Earth which shall become Fire.

7a) Feed the Earth from that which is subtle, withgreatest power.

8) It ascends from the earth to the heaven andrbegouler over that which is above and that whidbelow.
14) And | have already explained the meaning ofhele of this in two of these books of mine.
[Holmyard 1923: 562.]

Another Arabic Version (from the German of Ruskanslated by ‘Anonymous’).

0) Here is that which the priest Sagijus of Nabuilas dictated concerning the entrance of Balinastire hidden
chamber... After my entrance into the chamber, wilee talisman was set up, | came up to an oldsitting on a
golden throne, who was holding an emerald tabtenignhand. And behold the following - in Syriac, fémordial
language- was written thereon:

1) Here (is) a true explanation, concerning whieré can be no doubt.

2) It attests: The above from the below, and tHevibérom the above -the work of the miracle of thee.

3) And things have been from this primal substahoeugh a single act. How wonderful is this workislthe main
(principle) of the world and is its maintainer.

4) Its father is the sun and its mother the mobae; t

5) wind has borne it in its body, and the earthrd@mgished it.

6) the father of talismen and the protector of olga

6a) whose powers are perfect, and whose lightsaréirmed (?),

7) a fire that becomes earth.

7a) Separate the earth from the fire, so you wti#ia the subtle as more inherent than the groik,care and
sagacity.

8) It rises from earth to heaven, so as to dravigies of the heights to itself, and descend$itodarth; thus within
it are the forces of the above and the below;

9) because the light of lights within it, thus ddles darkness flee before it.

10) The force of forces, which overcomes everylsubing and penetrates into everything gross.

11) The structure of the microcosm is in accordamitie the structure of the macrocosm.

12) And accordingly proceed the knowledgeable.

13) And to this aspired Hermes, who was threefoitted with wisdom.

14) And this is his last book, which he conceafethe chamber.

[Anon 1985: 24-5]

Twelfth Century Latin

0) When | entered into the cave, | received théetataradi, which was inscribed, from between taeds of
Hermes, in which | discovered these words:

1) True, without falsehood, certain, most certain.

2) What is above is like what is below, and whdigtowis like that which is above. To make the miradié¢he one
thing.

3) And as all things were made from contemplatibaree, so all things were born from one adaptation.

4) Its father is the Sun, its mother is the Moon.

5) The wind carried it in its womb, the earth bidad it.

6) It is the father of all ‘works of wonder' (Tefad in the world.

6a) Its power is complete (integra).

7) If cast to (turned towards- versa fuerit) earth,

7a) it will separate earth from fire, the subtilerh the gross.

8) With great capacity it ascends from earth tovkeaAgain it descends to earth, and takes bacgdiaer of the
above and the below.

9) Thus you will receive the glory of the distinetness of the world. All obscurity will flee fronoy.

10) This is the whole most strong strength of méirggth, for it overcomes all subtle things, andqieates all solid
things.



11a) Thus was the world created.

12) From this comes marvelous adaptions of whichighthe proceedure.

13) Therefore | am called Hermes, because | haee tharts of the wisdom of the whole world.

14) And complete is what | had to say about thekvadithe Sun, from the book of Galieni Alfachimi.
[From Latin in Steele and Singer 1928: 492.]

Translation from Aurelium Occultae Philosophoruneo®jio Beato

1) This is true and remote from all cover of falzeth

2) Whatever is below is similar to that which i9&é. Through this the marvels of the work of oriadgtare
procured and perfected.

3) Also, as all things are made from one, by thedsaeration of one, so all things were made frbis dne, by
conjunction.

4) The father of it is the sun, the mother the moon

5) The wind bore it in the womb. Its nurse is thetle, the mother of all perfection.

6a)lts power is perfected.

7) If it is turned into earth,

7a) separate the earth from the fire, the subtktlaim from the crude and course, prudently, withdasty and
wisdom.

8) This ascends from the earth into the sky anéhatgscends from the sky to the earth, and recéheepower and
efficacy of things above and of things below.

9) By this means you will acquire the glory of thikole world, and so you will drive away all shadcavel
blindness.

10) For this by its fortitude snatches the palnmfrall other fortitude and power. For it is ablepnetrate and
subdue everything subtle and everything crude and. h

11a) By this means the world was founded

12) and hence the marvelous cojunctions of it ahrdigable effects, since this is the way by whichsth marvels
may be brought about.

13) And because of this they have called me Heffnistmegistus since | have the three parts of tiselem and
Philsosphy of the whole universe.

14) My speech is finished which i have spoken caniog the solar work

[Davis 1926: 874.]

Translation of Issac Newton c. 1680.

1) Tis true without lying, certain & most true.

2) That wch is below is like that wch is above &ttlvch is above is like yt wch is below to do yeaules of one
only thing.

3) And as all things have been & arose from ongéynediation of one: so all things have their birthm this one
thing by adaptation.

4) The Sun is its father, the moon its mother,

5) the wind hath carried it in its belly, the eaitthnourse.

6) The father of all perfection in ye whole woridhere.

7) Its force or power is entire if it be converiatb earth.

7a) Seperate thou ye earth from ye fire, ye subytilen the gross sweetly wth great indoustry.

8) It ascends from ye earth to ye heaven & agalesends to ye earth and receives ye force ofgtgngerior &
inferior.

9) By this means you shall have ye glory of ye whebrld & thereby all obscurity shall fly from you.

10) Its force is above all force. ffor it vanquishevery subtile thing & penetrates every solidghin

11a) So was ye world created.

12) From this are & do come admirable adaptaionsradf ye means (Or process) is here in this.



13) Hence | am called Hermes Trismegist, havinghihee parts of ye philosophy of ye whole world.
14) That wch | have said of ye operation of ye Susccomplished & ended.
[Dobbs 1988: 183-4.]

Translation from Kriegsmann (?) alledgedly from Bteoenician

1) | speak truly, not falsely, certainly and masityt

2) These things below with those above and those tivese join forces again so that thegdarce a single thing tt
most wonderful of all.

3)And as the whole universe was brought forth froma by the word of one GOD, so also all thingsragenerated
perpetually from this one according to the disposibf Nature.

4) It has the Sun for father and the Moon for mathe

5) it is carried by the air as if in a womb, inisrsed by the earth.

6) It is the cause, this, of all perfection ofthiihgs throughout the universe.

6a) This will attain the highest perfection of posve

7) if it shall be reduced into earth

7a) Distribute here the earth and there the firi@, dut the density of this the suavest (suaviskiimag of all.
8)Ascend with the greatest sagacity of genius ftioenearth into the sky, and thence descend agdiretearth, and
recognise that the forces of things above andingthbelow are one,

9) so as to posses the glory of the whole world-lz@yond this man of abject fate may have nothimtipér.
10)This thing itself presently comes forth stronggreasons of this fortitude: it subdues all bedierely, whether
tenuous or solid, by penetrating them.

11a) And so everything whatsoever that the worlit@ios was created.

12) Hence admirable works are accomplished whiehrestituted (carried out- instituuntur) accordtoghe same
mode.

13) To me therefor the name of Hermes Trismegisassbeen awarded because | am discovered as tbleer ed
the three parts of the wisdom of the world.

14) These then are the considerations which | kaneluded ought to be written down concerning daalrest
operations of the Chymic art.

[Davis 1926: 875 slightly modified.]

From Sigismund Bacstrom (allegedly translated f@naldean).

0) The Secret Works of CHIRAM ONE in essence, htegé in aspect.

1) It is true, no lie, certain and to be dependeai

2) the superior agrees with the inferior, and tiferior agrees with the superior, to effect that tnuly wonderful
work.

3) As all things owe their existence to the willtbé only one, so all things owe their origin te time only thing,
the most hidden by the arrangement of the only God.

4) The father of that one only thing is the sumitsther is the moon,

5) the wind carries it in its belly; but its nourisea spirituous earth.

6) That one only thing is the father of all thirgghe Universe.

6a) Its power is perfect,

7) after it has been united with a spirituous earth

7a) Separate that spirituous earth from the denseude by means of a gentle heat, with much attent

8) In great measure it ascends from the earth lpdven, and descends again, newborn, on the aadtlihe
superior and the inferior are increased in power.

9) By this wilt thou partake of the honours of thieole world. And Darkness will fly from thee.

10) This is the strength of all powers. With thisu wilt be able to overcome all things and tranenali what is
fine and what is coarse.

11a) In this manner the world was created;



12) the arrangements to follow this road are hidden

13) For this reason | am called Chiram Telat Meohamne in essence, but three in aspect. In timisytis hidden
the wisdom of the whole world.

14) It is ended now, what | have said concernirgeffects of the sun. Finish of the Tabula Smaragdi

[See Hall 1977: CLVIII,]

From Madame Blavatsky

2) What is below is like that which is above, arftbwis above is similar to that which is below te@mplish the
wonders of the one thing.

3) As all things were produced by the mediationmd being, so all things were produced from this loy adaption.
4) Its father is the sun, its mother the moon.

6a) It is the cause of all perfection throughowt Whole earth.

7) Its power is perfect if it is changed into earth

7a) Separate the earth from the fire, the subilmfthe gross, acting prudently and with judgement.

8 ) Ascend with the greatest sagacity from eartheimven, and unite together the power of thing=riof and
superior;

9) thus you will possess the light of the whole Mipand all obscurity will fly away from you.

10) This thing has more fortitude than fortitudself, because it will overcome every subtile thémgl penetrate
every solid thing.

11a) By it the world was formed.

[Blavatsky 1972: 507.]

From Fulcanelli (translated from the French by 8leérng)

1) This is the truth, the whole truth and nothing the truth:-

2) As below, so above; and as above so below. Wighknowledge alone you may work miracles.

3) And since all things exist in and eminate fréva ONE Who is the ultimate Cause, so all thingsare after
their kind from this ONE.

4) The Sun is the father, the Moon the mother;

5) the wind carried it in his belly. Earth is itaree and its guardian.

6) It is the Father of all things,

6a) the eternal Will is contained in it.

7) Here, on earth, its strength, its power remai@ and undivded.

7a) Earth must be separated from fire, the sulti®m the dense, gently with unremitting care.

8) It arises from the earth and descends from heawgathers to itself the strength of things abewd things
below.

9) By means of this one thing all the glory of therld shall be yours and all obscurity flee fromuyo

10) It is power, strong with the strength of allysw, for it will penetrate all mysteries and disp#lignorance.
11a) By it the world was created.

12) From it are born manifold wonders, the mearectieving which are here given

13) It is for this reason that | am called Hermesegistus; for | possess the three essentidtegbhilosophy of
the universe.

14) This is is the sum total of the work of the Sun

[Sadoul 1972: 25-6.]

From Fulcanelli, new translation

1) It is true without untruth, certain and mosktru
2) that which is below is like that which is on hjgnd that which is on high is like that whictbedow; by these



things are made the miracles of one thing.

3) And as all things are, and come from One, byntkdiation of One, So all things are born from thigjue thing
by adaption.

4) The Sun is the father and the Moon the mother.

5) The wind carries it in its stomach. The eartltdsiourisher and its receptacle.

6 The Father of all the Theleme of the universallavis here.

6a) Its force, or power, remains entire,

7) if it is converted into earth.

7a) You separate the earth from the fire, the subtim the gross, gently with great industry.

8) It climbs from the earth and descends from Rye and receives the force of things superior s inferior.
9) You will have by this way, the glory of the wobnd all obscurity will flee from you.

10) It is the power strong with all power, for itlvdefeat every subtle thing and penetrate evefigighing

11a) In this way the world was created.

12) From it are born wonderful adaptations, of vattice way here is given.

13) That is why | have been called Hermes Triststegi having the three parts of the universal ghijiny.

14) This, that | have called the solar Work, is ptate.

[Translated from Fulcanelli 1964: 312.]

From Idres Shah

1) The truth, certainty, truest, without untruth.

2 )What is above is like what is below. What isdvelis like what is above. The miracle of unityashe attained.
3) Everything is formed from the contemplation ofty, and all things come about from unity, by meaf
adaptation.

4) Its parents are the Sun and Moon.

5) It was borne by the wind and nurtured by thetlizar

6) Every wonder is from it

6a) and its power is complete.

7) Throw it upon earth,

7a) and earth will separate from fire. The impalbagparated from the palpable.

8) Through wisdom it rises slowly from the worldheaven. Then it descends to the world combiniegothwer of
the upper and the lower.

9 )Thus you will have the illumination of all theowid, and darkness will disappear.

10) This is the power of all strength- it overcortiegt which is delicate and penetrates throughisoli

11a) This was the means of the creation of thedvorl

12) And in the future wonderful developements wél made, and this is the way.

13) | am Hermes the Threefold Sage, so named beddudd the three elements of all wisdom.

14) And thus ends the revelation of the work of Sm.

(Shah 1964: 198).

Hypothetical Chinese Original

1) True, true, with no room for doubt, certain, thgrof all trust.

2) See, the highest comes from the lowest, antbthest from the highest; indeed a marvelous wortheftao.

3) See how all things originated from It by a sengtocess.

4) The father of it (the elixir) is the sun (Yang}, mother the moon (Yin).

5) The wind bore it in its belly, and the earth nisled it.

6 )This is the father of wondrous works (changestaansformations), the guardian of mysteries,

6a) perfect in its powers, the animator of lights.

7) This fire will be poured upon the earth...

7a) So separate the earth from the fire, the sirothe the gross, acting prudently and with art.

8) It ascends from the earth to the heavens (and attietights above), then descends again to the;eart in it i<



the power of the highest and the lowest.

9) Thus when you have the light of lights darknegkflee away from you.

10) With this power of powers (the elixir) you dhaé¢ able to get the mastery of every subtle thémgl be able to
penetrate everything that is gross.

11a) In this way was the great world itself formed.

12) Hence thus and thus marvellous operationsbeithcheived.

[Slightly altered from Needham 1980: 371.]

TEXTUAL REMARKS

On #3 Some Latin texts have meditatione (contenquitothers mediatione (mediation). Some textshav
adaptatione (by adaptation), some have adoptibgiagoption).

On #6 ‘Telesmi' is a greek word, some texts havel&smi'.

On #6, 7 In some texts ‘Its Power is Complete'sgpparate line. In the generally accepted readhiigruns into #7
producing ‘Its Power is complete if versa fuerietarth'. Where possible this has been indicatedivigg these
linesin 6, 6a, 7, & 7a

On #7, 8 In some texts the ‘Wisdom, capacity' (neaigigenio) is read as referring to #7, and heneefteration ¢
Separation is to be carried out ‘carefully’, inetheadings the ‘wisdom' is held to refer to #8 tmaproduct of the
Separation which thus ascends with ‘wisdom'.

Needham quotes Ruska to the effect that sectioh® @nd 14 are probably late additions (op. cit)

COMMENTARIES

On #1
Hortulanus: "... the most true Sun is procreatedryAnd he says most true in the superlative elepecause the
Sun generated by this art exceeds all natural Safl of its properties, medicinal and otherwisBayis modified
by "Linden’)

On #2
Albertus Magnus: Hermes says "the powers of atighibelow originate in the stars and constellatafrtbe

heavens: and that all these powers are poured dawall things below by the circle called Alaurhieh is, they
said, the first circle of the constellations". THisscent is "noble when the materials receivinggpewers are mol
like things above in their brightness and transpeygignoble when the materials are confused anfj o that the

heavenly power is, as it were oppressed. Therdf@esay that this is the reason why precious stamare than

anything else have wonderful powers" (60 -61). Wliile "seven kinds of metals have their forms fthenseven

planets of the lower spheres” (168).

Hortulanus: "the stone is divided into two prineiglarts by the magistry, into a superior part whkisbends above
and into an inferior part which remains below fixatt clear. And these two parts moreover are coacwin their
virtue since the inferior part is earth which iles nurse and ferment, and the superior partassghrit which
quickens the wholstone and raises it up. Wherfore separation mameg¢anjunction celebrated, many miracles
effected.”

Burckhardt: "This refers to the reciprocal depemgeof the active and the passive... essential &@mmot be
manifested without passive materia.. the efficaicthe spiritual power depends on the preparednieteduman
‘container’ and vice versa.... ‘Above' and ‘belané thus related to this one thing and complemeatamother in il
regard"”.

Schumaker: "There are corresponding planesiiows levels of creation, hence it is safe to deaa&logies betwes



macrocosm and microcosm, the mineral kingdom aedhthman, animal and vegetable kingdoms etc".

Needham: "the whole affirmation looks remarkablkglthe doctrine that extreme of Yang generates afid, vice
versa".

On #3
Hortulanus: "our stone, which was created by Gaak faorn and came forth from a confused mass, comdgin
itself all the elements- and hence our stone was by this single miracle".

Trithemius: "Is it not true that all things flowdim one thing, from the goodness of the One, artdathatever is
joined to Unity cannot be diverse, but rather fifiet by means of the simplicity and adaptabilifyttee One" "Whe
is born from Unity? Is it not the ternary? Takeead#inity is unmixed, the binary is compounded, traternary is
reduced to the simplicity of Unity. I, Trithemiumn not of three minds, but persist in a singlegraged mind
taking pleasure in the ternary, which gives bidfatmarvelous offspring" (Bran)

Burckhardt: "the undivided, invisible Light of thmconditioned One is refracted into multiplicity the prism of
the Spirit". As the Spirit contemplates the Unitigheut full comprehension "it manifests the ‘marnges!’ All, just
as a lens transmits the light it receives as a leunfdrays".

Schumaker: As God is one, all created objects doome one thing, an undifferentiated primal matter.

On #4
Hortulanus: " As one animal naturally generatesenaorimals similar to itself, so the Sun artifigiallenerates Sun
by the power of multiplication of...the stone.n this artificial generation it is necessary tlet Sun have a suitat
receptacle, consonant with itself, for its sperm &g tincture, and this is the Luna of the philoisers"

Redgrove: Sun and Moon "probably stand for Spiriét Matter respectively, not gold and silver".
Burckhardt: Sun "is the spirit (nous), while theanads the soul (psyche)".

Schumaker: "If the moon is associated with watelhecause of its ‘moisture’ [as] was usual, andstmewith fire,
the prima materia is understood to have been gttkby fire, born of water, brought down from thg by wind,
and nourished by earth".

On #5
Albertus Magnus: by this Hermes "means the leviggatiaking light weight] of the material, raisingidt the

properties of Air. And why he says the wind carties material [of the stone] in its belly is thaten the material
is placed in an alembic- which is a vessel madetliose in which rosewater is prepared- then bp@wation it is

rendered subtle and is raised towards the progestidir... And there distills and issues from theuth of the

alembic a watery or oily liquor with all the powekthe elements” (17). In metals the moistureosseparated
from the dryness, but is dissolved in it; and beioglissolved, it moves about there as if it hashtsvallowed by
the Earth and were moving about in its bowels. Andhis account Hermes said ‘The mother of metkkigh that

carries it in her belly™.

Hortulanus: "It is plain that wind is air, and &iife, and life is spirit... And thus it is necasy that the wind shot
bear the whole stone.... [However] our stone witlibe ferment of the earth will never come to tffea, which
ferment is called food"

Trithemius: "the wind carries its seed in her Belly

Maier: By "the wind carried him in its belly" Hermeneans " ‘He, whose father is the Sun, and whagbeanis the
Moon, will be carried before he is born, by windlarapour, just as ayfing bird is carried by air'. From the vapo
of winds, which are nothing else but wind in moti@rater proceeds, when condensed, and from thatr watxed
with earth, all minerals and metals arise". Thestatice carried by the wind is "in chemical respéeé sulphur,
which is carried in mercury". Lull says "‘The stoiseghe fire, carried in the belly of the air'.physical respect it is
the unborn child that will soon be born". To beatts, "‘All mercury is composed of vapours, thatdsay of



water, which the earth raises along with it inte thin air, and of earth, which the air compelsetoirn into watery

earth or earthy water" As the elements containedinvare each reduced to a watery condition, thigeefollow

the volatile elements upward as in common merauryhey stay below with the solid elements as iiogbphical

Mercury "and in the solid metals”. So "Mercuryh® twind which receives the sulphur... as the uririgie from the

mothers womb, or from the ashes of thenbunother's body and takes it to a place whereait ripen”. Ripley say
"our child shall be born in the air, that is thdlyoef the wind" [de Jong 1969: 55- 7.]

Maier (2nd Comment) on "The earth is its nurse'odrohanges into the substance of the eater ahdns t
assimilated. "This harmony dominates the wholeattire, for the like enjoys the like". The same taysin the
Work and Nature "just as is the growth of the childhe mother's womb. So also a father, a mothdraanurse
have been attributed to the philosophical childcomes into being from the twofold seed and thews as an

embryo does". As a woman must moderate her detaa miscarriage, "in the same way one must satitab
philosophical work with moderation". The Seeds dlave to be united. "Philosophers say that theconges from
the East and the other from the West and becomendrat does this mean but combining in a retonoalerate
temperature and nourishment?". "One may wondertivyearth is referred to as tharse of the philosophic chil
since barreness and dryness are the main propefties element earth". The answer is that noetement, but th
whole Earth is meant. "It is the nurse of Heavenbsezause it resolves, washes and moistens thesfoet becaus
it coagulates, fastens and colours the latter Aadges it into sap and blood... The Earth contawsnderful juice
which changes the nature of the one who feeds as RRomulus is believed to have been changedebyali's
milk into a bellicose individual" [de Jong 1969: &3]

Burckhardt: "The wind which carries the spirituakig in its body, is the vital breath". Vital breagithe substance
of the realm between heaven and earth, it "is @isicksilver which contains the germ@éld in a liquid state". Tt
earth is "the body, as an inward reality".

On #6
Burckhardt: the word talisman is derived from Tatas Talismans work by corresponding to their pggief and b
making a "‘condensation’, on the subtle plane, gfidtual state. This explains the similarity beem the talisman,
as the bearer of an invisible influence, and tiebehical elixir, as the ‘ferment’ of metallic trémsnation”.

On #7
Hortulanus: The stone is perfect and completeidf itirned into earth "that is if the soul of there itself.... is
turned into earth, namely of the stone and is fisedhat the whole substance of the stone becomewith its
nurse, namely the earth, and the whole stone igected to ferment"

Trithemius: it is the seed from #5 that must be opsn the earth.
Bacstrom: "Process- First Distillation".
Burckhardt: "when the Spirit is ‘embodied’, theatde becomes fixed".
Schumaker: if the prime matter is to be used ittrbedixed into a substance "capable of being hexid|

On #7a
Hortulanus: "You will separate, that is, you wilksolve, because solution is separation of parts..

Burkhardt: The separation "means the ‘extractiéthe soul from the body".

Schumaker "Since the volatile principle is fire smmetimes, air- stability is produced by its realo®r,
alternatively but less probably, the earth is iniyufthe gross’) and a purified fire (‘the sub}les
what is wanted.

On #8
Albertus Magnus: In intending to teach the operatiof alchemy Hermes says the stone "‘ascendsatieehéwhen
by roasting and calcination it takes on the prapsf Fire; for alchemists mean by calcinatioiaduction of
material to to powder by burning and roasting. Almel material ‘again descends from heaven ttheahen it take



on the properties of Earth by inhumatio, for inhtiovarevives and nourishes what was previouslediby
calcination".

Hortulanus: "And now he deals with multiplicatiosf fhe stone].” "Although our stone is divided e tfirst
operation into four parts... there are really twingiple parts”. The ascending, non fixed, andahgh or ferment.
"It is necessary to have a large quantity of tlus fixed part and to give it to the stone which haen made
thoroughly clean from dirt.... until the entire s#ois borne above by the virtue of the spirit"
"Afterwards it is necessary to incerate the sampest.with the oil that was extracted in the faperation, which o
is called the water of the stone" Roast or boisblglimationuntil the "entire stone descends... and remaiesifan:
fluent". "That which is coporeal is made spiritbglsublimation, and that which is spiritual is madeporeal by
descension"”.

Trithemius: "When the ternary has at last returnteeitself it may, by an inner disposition and gréealight, ascend
from the earth to heaven, thereby receiving bogesar and inferior power; thus will it be made paful and
glorious in the clarity of Unity, demonstrate itsilaty to bring forth every number, and put to fiigall obscurity".

Bacstrom: "Last Digestion". "The Azoth ascends fittvn Earth, from the bottom of the Glass, and reeleds in
Veins and drops into the Earth and by this confipiraulation the Azoth is more and more subtilisgdlatilizes
Sol and carries the volatilized Solar atoms aloithy Wwand thereby becomes a Solar Azoth, i.e.tbind and
genuine Sophic Mercury”. The circulation must coné until "it ceases of itself, and the Earth hasked it all in,
when it becomes the black pitchy matter, the Tdlael ubstances in the alchemical retort and akstother

elements in the body of man -Hall], which denotesiplete putrifaction or Death of the compound".

Read, suggests this section describes the uskavbtakis, in which metals are suspended and sttgebe action
of gasses released from substances heated ingbeda from their condensation and circulation.

Burckhardt: "dissolution of consciousness fronfalinal ‘coagulations'’ is
followed by the ‘crystalisation’ of the Spirit, Huat active and passive are perfectly united.”

Schumaker: "Separate the volatile part of the sutagt by vaporization but continue heating untilthpour
reunites with the parent body, whereupon you vélidnobtained the Stone".

On #9
Trithemius: When the ternary has returned to Udiéansed of all impurities "the mind understandbeuit
contradiction all the mysteries of the excellemtiyanged arcanum”.

Bacstrom: the black matter becomes White and Red.Red "having beetarried to perfection, medicinaly and
Metals" is capable of supporting complete mentdl aimysical health, and provides "ample means hiitufin
multiplicable to be benevolent and charitable, withany dimunation of our inexhaustable resouritesefore wel
may it be called the Glory of the whole World". @Gamplation and study of the Philosopher’'s Stone L)
elevates the mind to God. "The Philosophers say gri¢at Truth, that the L.P. either finds a gooch mamakes
one". "By invigorating the Organs the Soul makes afsfor communicating with exterior objects, thmubmust
aquire greater powers, not only for conceptionadsib for retention”. If we pray and have faith "@bbscurity must
vanish of course".

Burckhardt: "Thus the light of the Spirit becomesistant..[and] ignorance, deception, uncertairtybd and
foolishness will be removed from consciousness".

On #10
Trithemius: The Philosopher's Stone is another nfamthe ‘one thing', and is able to "conquer evaujtile thing
and to penetrate every solid". "This very nobleudr.. consists of maximal fortitude, touching etfeing with its
desirable excellence".

Bacstrom: "The L.P. does possess all the Powerseeded in Nature, not for destruction but for etdtadn and
regeneration of matter, in the three Departmentdadfire”. "It refixes the most subtil Oxygen inte own firey
Nature". The power increases "in a tenfold ratiegvery multiplication”. So it can penetrate Goidi&ilver, and



fix mercury, Crystals and Glass Fluxes.

Burckhardt: "Alchemical fixation is neverthelessnminward... Through its union with the spirit blydi
consciousness itself becomes a fine and penetnatingr”. He quotes Jabir "The body becomes a spiril takes
on... fineness, lightness, extensibility, coloratioThe spirit... becomes a body and aquiresatterls resistance to
fire, immobility and duration. From both bodiesght substance is born , which.. precisely takea ogiddle
position between the two extremes".

Schumaker: The product of the distillation and fenmwill "dominate less solid substances, but beeaf its own
subtlety it will ‘penetrate’ and hence dominatdweotsolid things less pure and quasi-spiritual fteaif".

On #11
Burckhardt: "the littleworld is created according to the prototype ofdgheat world", when the human realises tl
original nature is the image of God.

Schumaker: "The alchemical operation is a paradifjithe creative process. We may note the sexuataes of
what has preceeded"

On #12
Burckhardt: "In the Arabic text this is: "This wag/traversed by the sages”.

On #13
Hortulanus: "He here teaches in an occult manreethimgs from which the stone is made." "

the stsraalled

perfect because it has in itself the nature of nailse ofvegetables and of animals. For the stotterée and one,

tripple and single, having four natures.... an@ghrolours, namely black, white and red. It is alsited the grain ¢

corn because unless it shall have died, it renmitgpff alone. And if it shall have died... it bearsah fruit when it i:
in conjunction...”

Newton: "on account of this art Mercurius is caltedce greatest, having three parts of the phbsof the whols
world, since he signifies the Mercury of thieilosophers.... and has dominion in the minenag#fom, the vegetak
kingdom, and the animal kingdom".

Bacstrom: the wisdom of the world (?) is hidderi@hiram and its Use". Hermes "signifies a Serpand| the
Serpent used to be an Emblem of Knowledge or Wistiom

Burckhardt: "The three parts of wisdom correspanthe three great divisions of the universe, namaly spiritual
psychic and corporeal realms, whose symbols areeheair and earth”.

Schumaker: "The usual explanation of Tristmegisiaghat Hermes was the greatest philosophegrbatest
priest, and the greatest king".

General

Trithemius: "our philosophy is celestial, not wdyldn order that we may faithfuly behold, by mearis direct
intuition of the mind through faith and knowleddeat principle which we call God...."

Trithemius: "Study generates knowledge; knowledgpares love; love, similarity; similarity, commaoni
communion, virtue; virtue, dignity; dignity, poweand power performs the miracle".

Newton "Inferior and superior, fixed and volatigeiphur and quicksilver have a similar nature amdose thing,

like man and wife. For they differ from one anotbety by degree of digestion and maturity. Sulpisunature

quicksilver, and quicksilver is immate sulphur: and on account of this affinity theyte like male and female, a
they act on each other, and through that actiop ahe mutually transmuted into each other and jgatera more
noble offspring to accomplish the miracles of thige thing". "And just as all things were createahfrone Chaos



by the design of one God, so in our art all thingse born from this one thing which is our Chdmsthe design ¢
the Artificer and the skilful adaptation of thingad the generation of this is similar to the humanly from a
father and mother".

Blavatsky: the mysterious thing "is the universafgical agent, the astral light, which in the clatiens of its
forces furnishes the alkahest, the philosopheasisestand the elixir of life. Henetic philosophy names it Azoth, t
soul of the world, the celestial virgin, the griédgnes, etc" It appears to be that which givesrisggion ("the

maze of force-correlations"), and form i.e. thef@ergeometry of snowflakes.

Sherwood Taylor: "the operation of the Sun.. wasied out by a ‘spirit', universal, the source bthings, having
the power of perfecting them. Its virtue is intddta6a] (ie having the power to convert the dieeirsto a single
substance), if it be turned into earth (ie. sokdij. This conveyed that the Stone was to be difieli pneuma.

Pneuma was the link between earth and heaven,dthénvirtue of the celestial and subterranearoregithe
power of the whole cosmos from the fixed stardhodentre of the earth. It overcomes every natutepanetrates
every solid. It is the source of the whole worldl&o it can be the means of changing things in rdexdul way.
The three parts of the philosophy of the whole @are presumably of the celestial, terrestrial, susterranean
regions".

Shah: The table is "the same as the Sufi dictukfian is the microcosm, creation the macrocosm -uthigy. All
comes from One. By the joining of the power of ewnplation all can be attained. This essence muséparated
from the body first, then combined with the bodisTis the Work. Start with yourself, end with &kfore man,

beyond man, transformation™.

A COMMENTARY OF IBN UMAIL

HERMUS said the secret of everything and the Iffexerything is Water.. This water becomes in wheat, ferme
in the vine, wine; in the olive, olive oil.... Tiegining of the child is from water.... Regardihgstspiritual water
and the sanctified and thirsty earth, HERMUS theagrcrowned with the glorious wisdom and the sabli
sciences, said [#1] Truth it is, indubtible, cartand correct, [#2] that the High is from the Lomdahe Low is fror
the High. They bring about wonders through the qust,as things are produced from that one esd@neesingle
preparation. Later by his statement [#4] Its faikehe Sun and its mother the Moon he meant thale and their
female. They are the two birds which are linkedetbgr in the pictures given regarding the beginaihthe
operation, and from them the spiritual tinctures @roduced. And similarly they are at the end efdperation.
Later in his statement [#7 ?] the subtle is monedupable than the gross, he means by the subtlditime spiritua
water; and by the gross the earthly body. As feddtier statement [#8] with gentleness and wisdonilliascend
from the earth to the sky, and will take fire froine higher lights, he means by this the distillamnd the raising ¢
the water into the air. As for his later statenj#Bi] It will descend to the earth, containing sieength of the high
and the low, he means by this the breathing imgktaq) of the air, and the taking of the spitifrit, and its
subsequent elevation to the highest degree of aedtit is the Fire, and the low is the body, aaadontent of the
controlling earthly power which imparts the colaugsr there lie in it those higher powers, as \aslthe earthly

powers which were submerged in it.

The natural operation and decay causes it to béfesgrand hence the strength of the earth, anldeoir, and of
the higher fire passed in to it. Later he said [i#9jill overcome the high and the low becausaiitiis found the

light of lights: and consequently the darkness flék
from it. [See Stapleton et al. p 74, 81.]

APPENDIX

Translation from Roger Bacon's edition of Secregsuretorum made ¢ 1445

1)Trouth hath hym so, and it is no doubt,
2) that the lover is to the heigher, and the heaigin¢he lower aunsweren.



The worcher forsoth of all myracles is the one sodl God, of and fro Whom Cometh all meruelous apens.
3) So all thynges were created of o soole substamzbof o soole disposicion,
4) the fader wherof is the sone, and the mooneemod
5) that brought hym forth by blast or aier in thembe, the erthe taken fro it,
6) to whom is seid the increat fader, tresour ofanles, and yever of vertues.
7) Of fire is made erthe.
7a) Depart the erthe fro the fire, for the sotilleworthier than the more grosse, and the thyhyede than the thil
This most be do wisely and discretly.
8) It ascendith fro the erth into the heven, adiétia fro heven to the erthe, and therof sleithlilgher and the
lower vertue.
9)And yf it lordship in the lower and in the heighand thow shalt lordship aboue and beneth, whicdoth is the
light of lightes, and therfor fro the wolle fle @érknesse.
10) The higher vertue ouer-cometh all, for sothéhghne thyng doth in dense thynges.
11a) After the disposicion of the more world ryrim#tis worchyng.
13) And for this prophetisyng of the trynyte of Glddrmogenes it called Triplex, trebil in philosophas Aristotle
seith.

[See Manzalaoui 1977: 65 -6.]

Translation of same source, made c. 1485.

1) The trwthe is so, and that it is no dowght,

2) that lower thyngis to hyer thyng, and hyer tado be correspondent. But the Werker of myraclisnssodde
alone, fro Home descendyth euiry meruulus werk.

3)And so alle thyngis be creat of one only substabe an only dysposicion,

4) of home the fadyr is the sonne, and the monentbayr,

5) qwyche bar her be the wedyr in the wombe. Theeas priuyd fro her-to.

6 )This is clepyd or seyd the fadyr of enchauntiseiesur of myracclys, the

yessuer of vertuys.

7) Be a lytil it is made erthe.

7a) Depart that qwyche is erthly fro that qwyché iy, for that qwyche is sotel is mor wurthy hidmat gwyche is
grose, and that rar, porous, or lyght, is mor beéttsgn gwiche is thyk of substauns. This is donseliyor dyscretly.
8) It ascendyth fro the erth in-to heuyn and féllffo heuyn in-to erth, and ther-of it sleth theyouertu and the
nedyr vertu, so it hath lorchyp in the lowe thyngigl hye thingis,

9) and thu lordschyppist vppeward and downward,witid the is the lyght of lyghtys. And for that@llerkness
schal fle fro the.

10) The ovyr vetu ouircomyth alle, for euiry rayngy werkyth in to euiry thyk thyng.

11a) And aftyr the dysposicion of the mor worldmgth thys werking.

13) And for that Hermogines is clepyd threfoldiingophye, and of the meruellys of he world.

[See Manzalaoui 1977: 174-5]
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A Commentary on the emerald lablet

This 13 stanza verse may be, to those who undérgtaone of the most profound examples of wordrhgmever
recorded. To this writer, these words hold withiait scope the essence of all scripture, myth spiitual
metaphor.

The following interpretation of the Emerald TabdétHermes is offered by this writer who has speatynyears
contemplating, and proving, its content. My intenonly to aid those whose inner being respondiddablet's
song. Please understand that there are as manyrettgions as there are interpreters, but thevalisone Tablet.
Did Hermes write it? Was there such a person, afterWe cannot be sure, nevertheless, the woelbefore us
and they resonate with the truth and power of theianing.

Each person who is drawn to the Emerald Tablethaile their own ideas and understanding of itt slsduld be.
Hopefully, some of these ideas will be shared ab ¢veryone may benefit. No one person, in my opintan
comprehend all that these words contain. - Cohhataeke.

Back to pieces on Emerald Tablet

THE EMERALD TABLET OF HERMES
I. | SPEAK NOT FICTION, BUT WHAT IS CERTAIN AND MOS TRUE.

IIl. WHAT IS BELOW IS LIKE THAT WHICH IS ABOVE, ANDTHAT WHICH IS ABOVE IS LIKE THAT
WHICH IS BELOW FOR PERFORMING THE MIRACLE OF ONE TNG.

[ll. AND AS ALL THINGS ARE PRODUCED FROM ONE, BY TH MEDIATION OF ONE, SO ALL THINGS
ARE PRODUCED FROM THIS ONE THING BY ADAPTATION.

IV.ITS FATHER IS THE SUN, ITS MOTHER WAS THE MOONHE WIND CARRIED IT IN ITS BELLY,
ITS NURSE IS THE EARTH.

V. IT IS THE CAUSE OF ALL PERFECTION THROUGHOUT TH&HOLE WORLD.
VI. ITS POWER IS PERFECT IF IT BE CHANGED INTO THEARTH.

VII. SEPARATE THE EARTH FROM THE FIRE, THE SUBTLEROM THE GROSS, GENTLY, AND WITH
JUDGMENT.

VIILLIT ASCENDS FROM THE EARTH TO HEAVEN, AND DESCHKDS AGAIN TO EARTH, THUS YOU
WILL POSSESS THE GLORY OF THE WHOLE WORLD AND ALLESCURITY WILL FLY AWAY.

IX. THIS THING IS THE FORTITUDE OF ALL FORTITUDE, BCAUSE IT OVERCOMES ALL SUBTLE
THINGS, AND PENETRATES EVERY SOLID THING.

X. THUS ARE ALL THINGS CREATED.
XI. THENCE PROCEED WONDERFUL ADAPTATIONS WHICH ARBERODUCED IN THIS WAY.

Xll. THEREFORE AM | CALLED HERMES TRISMEGISTUS, PGEESSING THE THREE PARTS OF THE
PHILOSOPHY OF THE WHOLE WORLD.

XIl. WHAT | HAD TO SAY ABOUT THE OPERATIONS OF THESUN IS COMPLETE.

First: The meaning of the term - HERMETIC PHILOSOPH

The word "Hermetic" comes from the name Hermesniaigistus; the Egyptian God of Wisdom who was blsse
with three Magisteries, and who, it is traditiogddelieved, wrote the Emerald Tablet.



[hermetic] - sealed and impenetrable from the detsi
[philosophy] - from philo(s); Greek/Latin - beloveat loving
+ sophia; Greek - wisdom. Therefore, Hermetic Rlaifihy means "The Sealed and Beloved Wisdom."

Hermes' words are simple and eloquent, and yetehegmpass the whole Philosophy of the Great Arthvh
includes the practical work of making the planingt@nd mineral stone (referred to as The Minor Wamidk The
Major Work, respectively).

Understand that Hermetic Philosophy IS the key. lbo makes the stones, according to the sagessimple as
making bread once the ingredients and processesmdezstood. They say that when the seeker unddssthe
NATURE of the stones and their correct PROCESSES ill, with industry and perseverance, easilyawplish
the work.

In this Spirit and Light Hermes' words apply to twanprehension of both stones for they are sinilawature, but
very different in degree. Above all else, accordimghe sages, you will succeed in possessingtihreeSvhen you
have first succeeded in possessing it, metaphtyiicaithin your heart. This is called, "At-One-mé&nivhich is
more commonly pronounced, atonement. Also - isitiiious that At-One-ment and (S)tonement shagestime
numerical value of 8?

Hermes, through his words, becomes a metaphorriation's process.

The EMERALD TABLET OF HERMES - an interpretation.
1. | SPEAK NOT FICTION, BUT WHAT IS CERTAIN AND MOS TRUE.

"I SPEAK . . ." In the Christian Bible, at the beging of the Gospel of St. John, it is written,tte beginning was
the WORD, and the WORD was with God, and the WoriSAGod.' This implies sound (vibration)as the first
cause or affect upon Creation by 'l' (God), therSewf all that is to follow. EveryTHING in the weirse, from the
incomprehensible, to the most rarefied thoughtnéalack holes, flows from 'I' and carries the esseauf 'I' within
it, flesh of its flesh, so to speak.

"NOT FICTION, . . ." Fiction is imaginary falsehoo@ihough a thought may be false within its contixtill exists
and has its being in Mind; only its application denfalse. Just as there is no fiction in a giadivood that began
from a single seed, there is no fiction in Creatishich began from a single word. The first infasimal SOUND

of the first Word instantly established infinite NID.

"BUT WHAT . . ." This inquisition opens the void tfe NO-THING like a mother's womb opens to recédige
husband's seed. Though there IS only the ONE, M @ust acknowledge Itself to become itself, and tthe
Word becomes two in ONE Mind - positive, and neggtmale and female.

"IS CERTAIN .. ." The first stirring of the Word iPotential, undefined yet CERTAIN (Absolute) - 'Qistient,
Omnipresent, and Omnipotent.

"...AND MOST TRUE." Potential desires expressitmherent within the dual nature of Mind, whishbioth mal
as LIFE, and female as LAW (here, Law implies thagiples of universal structure), is WILL, whicin, turn,
empowers Mind's desire to express itself througtNCBPTion. Their offspring is LOVE or the REALITY of

LAWful LIFE, which is the 'MOST TRUE' love.
.. .. What is more lovable than the TRUTH itsealfieir Son?

The phonetics of Son and Sun, or Sol and Soubtisiccidental. Life, Law, and Truth are, alchemicapeaking,
Spirit (Mercury), Body (Salt), Soul (Sulfur), respieely. The TRINITY.

With these first eleven words Hermes has describpedtion.



II. WHAT IS BELOW IS LIKE THAT WHICH IS ABOVE, ANDTHAT WHICH IS ABOVE IS LIKE THAT
WHICH IS BELOW FOR PERFORMING THE MIRACLE OF ONE TNG.

"WHAT IS BELOW IS LIKE THAT WHICH IS ABOVE, . . ."and "AND THAT WHICH IS ABOVE IS LIKE
THAT WHICH IS BELOW . . ." These words bring to mliso many interpretations that it seems redunaant t
comment upon them. From the Bible - God speaksdedd, | AM THAT | AM, to the most common contractio
AS ABOVE, SO BELOW.

In essence, for use with alchemical theory andogbpphy, my sense is that these words should besigaeded to
mean that the universal energies [ABOVE] work tigtoand have their being in their physical countdrpa
[BELOW], such as a plant, for example.

| define REAL as that which is eternal, and ACTUA& that which is temporal. Therefore, there is al Rattern
for the plant which represents its eternal idea &rda period of time, an ACTUALized physical bodykewise
the experiences of the temporal body can exemflureince on the eternal counterpart.

A Stone is made by separating the three esserfiials,Sulfur, and Mercury; purifying them, andoetbining
them. Once done they are empowered exponentialigfgated imbibations and circulations. The Phijbso's
Stone and the Plant Stone, to a lesser degrekkatenses through which the universal power aadegzt
intelligence pass. The stone focuses and concesttia¢ threefold primal energy of the creative Watthat is why
it will transmute metal, or flesh, to its levelmdtency. The more potent the stone, the more pnafits affects.

". .. FOR PERFORMING THE MIRACLE OF ONE THING." @nsmuting lead to gold, or restoring the sick, or
old, to health is unexplainable and implies a dvéource for the Stone's goodness. One thing, whjmesents the
ONE in all its forms; One Universe, One Mind, Omergy, One power, One intellect, in one objece-$tone.
That is a miracle!

[ll. AND AS ALL THINGS ARE PRODUCED FROM ONE, BY TH MEDIATION OF ONE, SO ALL THINGS
ARE PRODUCED FROM THIS ONE THING BY ADAPTATION.

"AND AS ALL THINGS ARE PRODUCED FROM ONE . .. " Agin, this would first imply the ONE original
Source of All. Secondly, since we know that the ¥bbas a Below, and visa-versa, it also impliebysigal
counterpart which is the Philosophical Mercury, rama Materia. Also known as the Great Sea frortiwh
springs all life, the Mother of Christ - Mary; fromare - the sea (as in, mariner, etc.). It is emitthat all things in
the objective universe can be absorbed and dissaivilne Mercury of the Wisewithout a trace. So, this One th
as a concept is represented by THE Mercury - nédlfieemercury.

"BY THE MEDIATION OF ONE . . .," The mediator in@iemical philosophy is universal MIND, or SOUL, of
which there can only be one. In alchemy this isespnted by the philosophical Sulfur [Soul Firejeatified in our
solar system by our sun. Our planet and everytinirigand on it came from the differentiation ofl&omaterial
[particles].

"... SO ALL THINGS ARE PRODUCED FROM THIS ONE TNG BY ADAPTATION." Solar particles may kt

looked upon as SEED ideas. From this seed growhkialis by adaptation. Just as a seed adaptse¢avuteonment
to grow and fulfill itself, so does a universe,lanet, or a person grow from a seed.

IV. ITS FATHER IS THE SUN, ITS MOTHER WAS THE MOONHE WIND CARRIED IT IN ITS BELLY,
ITS NURSE IS THE EARTH.

"ITS FATHER IS THE SUN .. ." The sun is radicdlradiates and is masculine.



"ITS MOTHER WAS THE MOON, . . ." The moon is magieeit concentrates and is feminine.

Here, the past tense of "WAS" is used. In my opirtlis means that the elemental or nuclear uniweesecreated
once only and is constantly renewing and evolvipgdbaptation, though stimulated by a constant garcd NEW
solar energy - therefore the sun IS its FathereXdpand this concept; the infinity of suns [stangjyides the
universe with constant renewal and expansion. Bitext&s [negative polarity] contract the universke Tiniverse
breathes - exhaling / inhaling. In some teachihgsis referred to as the Divine Breath.

These are metaphors for the duality of the objeativiverse. The pure spiritual energy streamingfoar sun has
to have some kind of body - a photon. This photamies within itself its identity, or its soul, aad a seed
represents that which is above the sun [nonphysitabill contribute its seminal virtue as it j@rother seminal
particles [protons] to coagulate within the concatimg negative field of electrons [the MOON fagt@nd form a
more complex particle like an atom. The atoms ne&ments which make molecules, etc. - all by Adignta

"THE WIND CARRIED IT IN ITS BELLY, .. ." This, | hink, is literally true. The solar wind showers tigh
atmosphere with photons and other solar particlelsaf seeds] which are carried about the sky imine and
moisture [when isolated from rainwater it is cal®dr, or Ghur]. The seed is then brought to eaahhunder
storms and charged with electrical energy. Thalt'g thie spring rain and the morning dew are so bhye
alchemists; they contain electrically charged ssésad.

One of my early mentors explained that the sevéor cays of the sun correspond to the seven toh#eeanusical
scale, and they also correspond to the seven pripaaticles, or seeds, of material existence,astlen Earth. He
taught that from these seven distinct particlesgclwvhontain the whole universe in potential, evelsment on the
periodic scale was, by adaptation, created.

"...ITS NURSE IS THE EARTH." Adaptive growth ags as the earth's rich and infinite array of elet®és
made available to the solar seed. Whether in tineral, vegetable, or animal kingdom, the seedfimil fertile
options with which and in which to evolve. Realihat we are talking about the REAL seed not a &eeakl, like ¢
grain of rice. One cannot see the seed, onlyiigiltde body, the kernel.

Each of the 7 primary solar seeds [masculine] Wwihijn the elemental mix of the earth, a crystaltounterpart
that is feminine [negative]. They are alive in matand they attract one another. The Marriage spokéy the
adepts, when they describe the making of Stondlseipurified union of these two, male and femadeich are the
volatile and fixed aspects of the same elementlé\thithe marriage chamber, the philosophical Ve#ise volatile
becomes fixed and the fixed becomes volatile. Bxadlyt, after they have consummated their uniondaystiming
one another their SON (Stone) is born.

V. IT IS THE CAUSE OF ALL PERFECTION THROUGHOUT TH&HOLE WORLD.

Here, | think, is meant perfection as nature haatiter than as man would design it. The univessdightly out of
balance, though it perpetually tends toward balalicewere in balance there would be no movenserd no time,
no sense of evolution or growth. However, what wjgegience as perfection is a form of calm balanitkimthe
fray of nature's arena. Perhaps our words joys blisstasy, or contentment, may covey this tygeedection.

Another kind of perfection is objective perfecti@wold we say is a perfect metal, a diamond a pegem, and so
forth. Something without flaws. We also say a giydmealthy, person, is perfectly fit, and our nakscientists are
always looking for the perfect specimen. Man cagaize and facilitate what in nature he acceptzeafection,
but man cannot create perfection. Only God is perfe

To the alchemists, perfection was represented dgpitome of the world's virtue, which they thougfats the
universe's virtue as well - the concentration amp@verment of the Prima Materia - the TRUE Phildsoal
Mercury. To them, everything that had reached #reth of its potential had arrived there by virafahe Mercury
and thus contained it, yet some natural objecttafioed more than others - i.e., the metals.



VI. ITS POWER IS PERFECT IF IT BE CHANGED INTO THEARTH.

Understand that in nature the Mercury is volatilporous, and both male and female; the Spiritainatthe Sulfur
within it. Only after it is isolated, separateddaurified, are the male and female separatelyedisile.

Through art they are reunited in their peri@atwith their proper body [Salt] and, once empaaeexponentially b
many circulations, enabled to penetrate all matber raise its vibrations to its own highest potdrdf perfection,
like the transmutation of illness to health. Thofkhe Stone as a super conductor of the virtu¢seosun.

The sun's light and virtue passes THROUGH the statieer than from it. Metaphorically speaking, 3e@B0d's
Son) felt virtue, which he always acknowledged cdmm his Father in heaven, go out of him whenck siomen
touched the hem of his robe (his outer garmentchvis analogous to the physical Earth [as the $tasstated in
stanza VI).

Years ago | had come down with the flu. | hadfa symptoms, fever, chills, dry mouth, and headaltyeteacher
put two drops of his preparation under my tonguet fzad me lie down. In two hours | was fine, eveergatic.
What was it? | don't know. Perhaps a charged Antéahd heriac? By charged | mean it either contaitiedPM
(Philosophical Mercury), or the mixture had beestiliéd out of a host menstruum of PM. It tastettexely floral
yet metallic.

VII. SEPARATE THE EARTH FROM THE FIRE, THE SUBTLEROM THE GROSS, GENTLY, AND WITH
JUDGMENT.

"SEPARATE THE EARTH FROM THE FIRE, . . ." Here, Hees talks about the process, but he's also implying
that nature performs the same operation - As AbSeeBelow. Think of the Universe as analogous tters
characteristics. You have vapor [moisture], hurgifsteam], fluid [water], solid [ice]; and beforeety combined to
make water you had the elements hydrogen and oxygeoh are common to all its forms. Also commoraliats
forms is FIRE which is put there by the sun.

When you separate the water from most of its foe lgave ice - its CRYSTAL forntian. Likewise, even one of t
most dense element known, osmium, has a melting pb27000 C as it becomes fluid, and a boilinqpof more
than 53000 C as it becomes a vapor. Everythingusmé by four natural qualities; warm, cold, dry twand four
natural states; fire, air, water, earth.

Specifically, he indicates here that the Mercume]f- and Sulfur - is to be separated from itsypodvehicle,
perhaps a plant or metallic ore.

"THE SUBTLE FROM THE GROSS, . . ." In the case gflant, the essential oils must be separated fhengtoss
oils. In the case of minerals and metals - thelsdlve is locked up in their crystalline structusbich has to be
cracked and broken.

"GENTLY, .. ." Thisis a primary KEY to all alchéoal operations. Separation of the subtle partsftoe gross
parts will usually require an application of sorype of externally manipulated heat. If this heabis violent and
too fast it will drive the subtle virtues awayitiis too weak, the subtle virtuesrcaever break free. The great se
of alchemical operations is the CONTROL OF THE FIRE

"AND WITH JUDGMENT." You do not want to destroy tlié in the things you work with. Each kingdom hiss
own comfortable life sustaining range of tempermateven the metals.

For example: To hatch a fertilized chicken eggeheaust be the right amount of heat for the rightant of time -



approximately 1100 F. for several days. Too mudt hed you have a cooked chick, too little andhitret
germinate andrgw. It is the same in the plant and mineral kingdoThat's why an alchemist knows that a foul
cast metal is dead because the heat required tatmsve out the spirit - its Mercury. Learning dorrectly sense
the heat and the character of your fire takes &ingkpractice. Meditation upon the fire does not,teither.

VIII. IT ASCENDS FROM THE EARTH TO HEAVEN, AND DESENDS AGAIN TO EARTH, THUS YOU
WILL POSSESS THE GLORY OF THE WHOLE WORLD AND ALLESCURITY WILL FLY AWAY.

At this juncture many opinions flourish. What, ettpcascends and descends? The Mercury? The Suitlthe
Mercury? Nature herself may give a clue.

The sun radiates its energy into earth's ionospltnaosphere, and atmosphere, its light penstthtecloud cove
and eventually reaches the earth's surface. Ssmpexnetrate the oceans, rivers, lakes, ponds,@adipe fields,
invigorating, purifying, and sanitizing them ali.imteracts with the earth's water in its variotses. Water [the
Moon factor] is highly magnetic, and crystallina Hquid crystal, if you will. It is not only the @st abundant fluid
on the planet, but the most abundant chemicalpaoidably the least known and understood.

The earth is an organic, multidimensional, fluxplgsma of life forces, magnetic fields, and energitexes, all of
which are potentially fertile and depend on waeom the arctic poles to the equator the eartliistance
constantly moves. Winds, rains, erosion, volcantmeaadoes and hurricanes, undensalaanic action, and tector
plate movement all bring forth elemental matetialt intermixes with the Earth's water and is CIR@UED.

"IT ASCENDS FROM THE EARTH TO HEAVEN, AND DESCENDAGAIN TO EARTH, . . ." The elementall
laden waters evaporate and ascend to the highdstitwhere they are charged by the Sun and impesiyoader
the influence of the Moon before they condenseas snow, hail, mist, or dew, and descend bacthkeacarth.
They have regained the power to germinate brinfprity new life that will contribute to nature's dra. This
process repeats itself perpetually. All life foroysle through their term from birth to death whetitde for
millions of years, or milliseconds. It is a congtainculation that everyday, little by little, ew@s the whole planet.

"..THUS YOU WILL POSSESS THE GLORY OF THE WHOMZORLD . . ." Here Hermes suggests that
through personal observation one will understantlifés processes, which are gloriously straightéwdyand
come to know her Laws. Knowledge of the Laws ofiratare indispensable in guiding one through theened
pitfalls one encounters in producing the Great 8tdine lack of true knowledge instead of wild andfasing
theory is the reason so many try, but so few sutcee

For example, observe a rose: During the night, eetwmidnight and three, especially during therhdbn, the
blossom will cover its petals with microscopic dedp of its precious oil. As dawn nears the desicendew
condenses on the rose petals and bonds with therplets of rose oil. As the first rays of thensirike and warm
the petals the charged water evaporates and asiceadie air with its little passenger of oil. Etdcene recurs wi
every tree, plant, and flower in our gardens anddoe/s and regenerates our atmosphere with its sweei, to
say nothing of the medicinal advantage it lendsre who breaths the morning air [prana?]. This bappver the
whole planet each day. It is the natural processeazm distillation.

The dew also carries trace minerals and metalthat been exposed through the natural processgesibn and
other surface disturbance.

"... AND ALL OBSCURITY WILL FLY AWAY." |, for one, agree with the sages; nature is our best teadher.
should study the relationship between the thregdoms and focus on understanding natural dynattiissplain
and simple once the concept begins to formulatecirdy. The books we pour over represent whatesame else
perceived - and they can keep us blind to our agin.|

To quote a sage that | once studied, "You mustidirea from thinking with your ego and be like a@ldtobserving
the wondrous domain you call Earth. Open your hadtbe like an infant suckling your daily ratidivdisdom
from her breast."



The Stones are made by artificially duplicating ats processes as long as we follow her Laws ehdbere is a
place in this work for Astrology, Qabala, and Madiat true alchemy has no better friend than Naterself.

Man is an ignorant being; his knowledge is limitbdt his ignorance is infinite.< Ram Ashied

IX. THIS THING IS THE FORTITUDE OF ALL FORTITUDE, BCAUSE IT OVERCOMES ALL SUBTLE
THINGS, AND PENETRATES EVERY SOLID THING.

On the mental plane, after a stone has been stigtgsscomplished, a humbling sense of knowingursavhich
brings with it understandings of those things peadén vagueness and obscurity before. It markie af passage
that leaves one aware that the accomplishment oteanal end of a quest, but rather a preparatiogriemter
responsibility.

"THIS THING IS THE FORTITUDE OF ALL FORTITUDE,...One's meditations are deeper and more profound.
A bit more weight is felt spiritually but this iEeompanied with joy and a sense of well being. Weg may feel
more isolated as one's life changes due to changeser values and desires. This can mean changes
relationships and social choices. The FORTITUDE&et these challenges is in you, nor are you dlecause

inner dimensional assistance is certainly evident.

On the physical plane the alchemists assure ushtba&tones, both Major and Minor, when ingesteekity small
doses, strengthen the body organically by reinetiog each system. This is accomplished on an attaweél in
each cell by balancing all forces and bringingael's body, mind, and spirit into perfect harmoRgrtitude in the
physical sense means that one regains the alailityeet all health and personal challenges withstuéingth.

"..BECAUSE IT OVERCOMES ALL SUBTLE THINGS,..." Démses are incapable of taking root in the body, the
power and virtue of the Stone augments the immystes and overwhelms them. The Philosopher's Sfwd
course, more permanent and more powerful thanltre ptone.

Channels are opened as the body rejects its drasge®xins. The chakras open allowing more vitahione
secretion to occur. The body actually transfiguees higher state of energy. And the mind opensexpands
becoming more psychically sensitive.

"...AND PENETRATES EVERY SOLID THING." On the mehtaane this refers to the sages' claim that ome ca
pierce the veil and perceive past and future gle@he's mental power increases so that one mag\ech certain
power and control over the elements, especiallywbather.

On the physical, it is claimed by some who writélef virtues of the Philosopher's Stone that theselexperience
the renewal of teeth, darkening of hair, renewedigkepotency and desire. Women who have passedpaase
conceive and give birth in their fifties and sistid umors and skin blemishes disappear, suchasdpots. Glasses
are put away as normal eyesight returns.

In metal transmutation the stone transmutes a rt@ttd next highest level, tin to copper, coppesitver, silver to
gold. According to the story of Bit Nur*, a lightrétting crystal called a Billur, made by monastatghemists,
Chakimim, in the Himalayas, transmuted any metpbsgd to its brilliant light into the next highesetal, silver to
gold, for example. The author stated that the maolkishim that their crystal was the TRUE Stonédefmes.

Are these claims true? Only those who accomplishgtbrious Stone will know.

*Paracelsus Research Society, Alchemical LaboraBaitietins 1960-1972, Page 154.

X. THUS ARE ALL THINGS CREATED.



He speaks here of All THINGS. Creation is a pro¢hasis still going on from minute to minute. Anstant flow
of energy expressing countless forms of objectiistence that mirror the unseen. The Stones e thiat
concentrated power that is exercised every momebBivine Mind. They are artificial, man made, buvidely
directed, and yet they transmit the creative pavi€sod.

XI. THENCE PROCEED WONDERFUL ADAPTATIONS WHICH ARERODUCED IN THIS WAY.
Once the Stone(s) is in hand, its bearer will beadéd from within as to its use - where, when, laow, and for

whom. It has been claimed that the stone will meakiead branch flower, a blind person see, a treemoved fron
one, palsy from another, and a barren field prodimendantly.

Xll. THEREFORE AM | CALLED HERMES TRISMEGISTUS, PGBESSING THE THREE PARTS OF THE
PHILOSOPHY OF THE WHOLE WORLD.

There is contention here as to his meaning. Doasdan that he has achieved magbver his Body, his Mind, al
his Spirit? Or could he mean he has gained mastdngen made a Magistery over Salt, Sulfur, andchtgrin

Nature. Some think he means that he is a MastdreMist, a Master Astrologer, and a Master Magi¢@abalist).
Others believe that he is one of the early incémnatof Christ. Actually, we each must decide farselves.

XIII. WHAT | HAD TO SAY ABOUT THE OPERATIONS OF THESUN IS COMPLETE.

| have no more to add.

For comparison | have included anothersien of the Emerald Tablet. It was first writtertire Chaldaen languag
then translated to German, and then later to Emdliias come from the Chakimim of Bit Nur. Acciorgl to the
story, they sang this like a hymn.

PRAISE AND HONOR BE UNTO OUR LORD WHO CREATED HEAWEAND EARTH THROUGH A
WORD. AND HE CREATED THAT WHICH IS ABOVE LIKE UNTOTHAT WHICH IS BELOW AND THAT
WHICH IS BELOW LIKE THAT WHICH IS ABOVE.

HIS FATHER IS THE SUN, HIS MOTHER THE MOON, AND HIBREATH THE WIND BLOWED GENTLY
OVER THE EARTH FRUCTIFYING IT.

AND THE CREATURES FROM BELOW MIX THEIR POWERS WITHHOSE FROM ABOVE AND THEY
BEGET A WONDERFUL BEING.

FOUR ELEMENTS DOES IT CONTAIN WITHIN ITSELF.

IN ITS EARTH IS OUR LORD. IN ITS WATER IS OUR LORDN ITS AIR IS OUR LORD. IN ITS FIRE IS
OUR LORD.

EARTH, WATER, AIR, AND FIRE PAY ATTENTION TO HIS WIL, AND OBEY THE LAW OF OUR LORD.

THUS IS THE WORLD CREATED AND THE NAME OF OUR LORES THE KEY TO ITS SECRET.






Hortulanus Commentary on the Emerald
Tablet

This famous commentary on the Emerald Tablet isddn a number of books and alchemical collectiorsatin.
The first published English version was includedRoger BaconThe mirror of alchimyLondon 1597.
Back to pieces on Emerald Tablet

A briefe Commentarie of Hortulanus the Philosopherupon the Smaragdine
Table of Hermes of Alchimy.

The praier of Hortulanus.

Laude, honour, power and glorie, be given to tiieAlmightie Lorde God, with thy beloved sonne, aord lesus
Christ, and the holy Ghost, the comforter. O halinitie, that art the onely one God, perfect magive thee
thankes that having the knowledge of the trangttiings of this worlde (least | should bee prowbkéth the
pleasures thereof) of thy abundant mercie thoutalieh mee from it. But forsomuch as | have knomwamie
deceived in this art, that have not gone the nggy, let it please thee, O Lord my God, that bykhewledge

which thou hast given me, | may bring my dearenfitiefrom error, that when they shalrpeive the truth, they mi

praise thy holy and glorious name, which is blegse@ver. Amen.

The Preface.

| Hortulanus, so called from the Gardens bordeuipgn the sea coast, wrapped in a lacobin skinneorihy to be
called a Disciple of Philosophie, moved with thed@f my welbeloved, doo intend to make a true alation of
the words oHermes the Father of Philosophers, whose words, thohghthey be dark and obscure, yet have |
truly expounded the whole operation and practis®fvorke: for the obscuritie of the Philosophartheir
speeches, dooth nothing prevaile, where the dectrirthe holy spirit worketh.

Chapter I.
That the Art of Alchimy is true and certaine.

The Philosopher saitlt. is true, to wit, that the Arte ofAlchimieis given unto usWwithout leasingThis hee saith in
detestation of them that affirme this Art to beiady that is, falselt is certaine that is prooved. For whatsoever is
prooved, is most certainAdnd most trueFor most true golde is ingendred by Art: and &i¢hamost true, in the
superlative degree, because the golde ingendréudprt, excelleth all naturall gold in all propties, both
medicinall and others.

Chapter II.
That the Stone must be divided into two parts.

Consequentlie, he toucheth the operation of theesteayingThat which is beneath, is as that which is abdwral
this he sayth, because the stone is divided intogrincipall parts by Art: Into the superior pahat ascendeth up,
and into the inferiour part, which remaineth behdiate and cleare: and yet these two parts agreeritue: and
therefore hee sayethihat which is above, is like to that which is beheAnd this division is necessarieo
perpetuate the myracles of one thitgwit, of the Stone: because the inferiour jpathe Earth, which is called the
Nurse, and Ferment: and the superiour part is tlideSwhich quickeneth the whole Stone, and raigetp.
Wherefore separation made, and coniunction celetbratanie myracles are effected in the secret waofrkature.

Chapter IIl.



That the Stone hath in it the foure Elements.

And asall things have proceeded from one, by the meditatf one Heere giveth hee an example, saying: as all
things came from one, to wit, a confused Globenasse, by meditation, that is the cogitation aeation of one,
that is the omnipotent Go&o all things have sprunthat is, come outom this one thinghat is, one confused
lumpe,by Adaptationthat is by the sole commandement of God, andateir&o our Stone is borne, and come out
of one confused mass, containing in it the fouentgnts, which is created of God, and by his sotaat@ our ston
is borne.

Chapter IV.
That the Stone hath Father and Mother, to wit, theSunne and Moone.

And as wee see, that one living creature begettetie living creatures like unto it selfe: so acidily golde
engendereth golde, by vertue of multiplicationh# foresaid stone. It followeth therefore, the Swisrhis father,
that is, Philosophers Gold. And as in everiturel generation, there must be a fit and convanieceptacle, with
certaine consonancie of similitude to the fatherileewise in this artificiall generation, it isqeisite that the Sunt
have a fitte and consonaunt receptacle for hisesaad tincture: and this is Philosophers silverd Arerefore it
followes, the Moone is his mother.

Chapter V.
That the coniunction of the parts of the stone isatled Conception.

The which two, when they have mutuallie entertaieach other in the coniunction of the Stone, tloa&t
conceiveth in the bellie of the winde: and thi# ishich afterwarde he sayethhe winde carried it in his bellidt is
plaine, that the winde is the ayre, and the aytkddife, and the life is the Soule. And | haveeatly spoken of the
soule, that it quickneth the whole stone. And dzelioveth, that the wind should carry and recdmewthole stone,
and bring forth the masterie: and then it followetfat it must receive nourishment of his nurcat th the earth:
and therefore the Philosopher saithe earth is his Nurséecause that as the infant without receiving fisoth
his nurse, shuld never come to yeres: so likewisestone without the firmentation of his earth, ddanever be
brought to effect: which said firmament, is caltemirishment. For so it is begotten of one Fathéh thie
coniunction of the MotheiThings that is, sonnes like to the Father, if they wang decoction, shalbe like to the
Mother in whitenesse, and retaine the Fathers weigh

Chapter VI.
That the Stone is perfect, if the Soule be fixt ithe bodie.

It followeth afterwardThe father of all the Telesme of the whole wortdiedre that is, in the worke of the stone is
a finall way. And note, that the Philosopher célitte worke, the Father of all the Telesme: thatfigll secret, or
of all treasureOf the whole worldethat is, of every stone found in the world, isehéAs if he should say, Behold |
shew it thee. Afterward the Philosopher saihlt thou that | teach thee to knowe when the eediithe Stone is
perfect and compleda®eto wit, when it is converted into his earth: aginerefore he sait{is power is entirethat is,
compleate and perfedt,it be turned into earththat is, if the Soule of the stone (whereof waeehmade mention
before: which Soule may be called the winde or ayteerein consisteth the whole life and vertuehefstone) be
converted into the earth, to wit of the stone, fixed: so that the whole substance of the Stonsobeith his nurs,
to wit earth, that the whole Stone be turned istorient. As in making of bread, a little leaven nsheth and
fermenteth a great deale of Paste: so will theoBbpher that our stone bee so fermented, thatyithaa ferment t
the multiplication of the stone.

Chapter VII.
Of the mundification and cleansing of the stone.

Consequently, hee teacheth how the Stone ouglgetartultiplied: but first he setteth downe the méiodiion of
the stone, and the separation of the parts: sayimy, shalt separate the earth from the fire, therta from the



thicke, and that gently and with great discreti@ently, that is by little, and little, not violty, but wisely, to witte

in Philosophicall doung. Thou shalt separate, iyatissolve: for dissolution is the separatiopaftes.The earth

from the fire, the thinne from the thickbat is, the lees and dreggs, from the fire ajre, the water, and the wh¢
substance of the Stone, so that the Stone may memadst pure without all filth.

Chapter VIII.
That the unfixed part of the Stone should exceed #fixed, and lift it up.

The Stone thus prepared, is made fit for multipiaza And now hee setteth downe his multiplicatsord easie
liquefaction, with a vertue to pierce as well ihi@rd bodies, as soft, sayifgascendeth from the earth into hean
and again it descendeth into the eatttere we must diligently note, that although done bee divided in the first
operation into foure partes, which are the fouentgints: notwithstandingsavee have alreadie saide, there are
principall parts of it. One which ascendeth upwanmt] is called unfixed, and an other which remaimetiow fixed
which is called earth, or firmament, which nourighand firmenteth the whole stone, as we have @yreaid. But

of the unfixed part we must have a great quardity give it to the stone (which is made most clgéhout all
filth) so often by masterie that the whole stone@eed upward, sublimating & and subtiliating. A is it whict

the Philosopher saitlt ascendeth from the earth into the heaven

Chapter IX.
How the volatile Stone may againe be fixed.

After all these things, this stone thus exaltedsinine incerated with the Oyle that was extractedhfit in the first

operation, being called the water of the stone:sandften boyle it by sublimation, till by vertuétbe firmentation

of the earth exalted with it, the whole stone dgaiae descend from heaven into the earth, and nenfixied and

flowing. And this is it which the Philosopher saythdescendeth agayne into the earth, and so reteykie vertue

of the superiours by sublimation, and of the irdfars, by descentionthat is, that which is corporall, is made
spirituall by sublimation, and that which is spigtl, is made corporall by descension.

Chapter X.
Of the fruit of the Art, and efficacie of the Stone

So shalt thou have the glorie of the whole warld®at is, this stone thus compounded, that slsi$gsse the glor
of this world.Therefore all obscuritie shall flie from thethat is, all want and sicknesse, because the stars
made, cureth everie diseakkere is the mightie power of all powétor there is no comparison of other powers of
this world, to the power of the storteor it shall overcome ewe subtil thing, and shall pearce through evenyid®
thing. It shall overcome, that is, by overcomming, ilslbonvert quickMercury, that is subtile, congealing it: anc
shall pearce through other hard, solide, and cotfpaties.

Chapter XI.
That this worke imitateth the Creation of the worlde.

He giveth us also an example of the compositioni®fStone, saying;o was the world createthat is, like as the
world was created, so is our stone composed. Rbeibeginning, the whole world and all that isrée, was a
confused Masse or Chaos (as is above saide) lemvafid by the workemanship of the soveraigne Cretitis
masse was divided into the foure elements, wontigdaparated and rectified, through which separatdlivers
things were created: so likewise may divers thimgms made by ordering our worke, through the selparaf the

divers elements from divers bodiétere shal be wonderfull adaptatigrtbat is, If thou shalt separate the eleme

there shall be admirable compaits, fitte for our worke in the composition of dstione, by the elements rectifis
Whereof, to wit, of which wonderfull things fit fdhis: the meanedo wit, to proceede bys here

Chapter XII.
An enigmaticall insinuation what the matter of theStone shoulde be.



Therefore | am called Hermes TrismegistNew that he hath declared the composition ofStume, he teacheth
after a secret maner, whereof the Stone is mad¢enéiming himselfe, to the ende that his scho{let® should
hereafter attaine to this science) might have amein continuall remembrance: and then hee tob¢hetmatter
saying:Having three parts of the Philosophie of the wheteld: because that whatsoever is in the worlde, having
matter and forme, is compounded of the foure Elemdmence is it, that there are so infinite paftie world, all
which he divideth into three principall partes, Miall, Vegetable, and Animall: of which jointly, severally, hee

had the true knowledge in the worke of the Sunmewhich cause he saitHaving three parts of the Philosophie

the whole worldwhich parts are contained in one Stone, to witloBophers Mercurie.

Chapter XIII.
Why the Stone is said to be perfect.

For this cause is the Stone saide to be perfecguse it hath in it the nature of Minerals, Vegktapand Animals:
for the stone is three, and one having foure nafuecewit, the foure elements, & three coloursckjavhite and rec
It is also called a graine of corne, which if iediot, remaineth whout fruit: but if it doo die (as is above saidhav
it is ioyned in coniunction, it bringeth forth muétuite, the aforenamed operations being accomplishus
curteous reader, if thou know the operation ofStene, | have told thee the truth: but if thouigmnbrant thereof, |
have said nothingl'hat which | have spoken of the operation of then8us finishedthat is, that which hath beene
spoken of the operation of the stone, of the thdeurs, and foure natures, existing and beingmanely thing,
namely in the Philosophers Mercurie, is fulfilled.

Here endeth the Commentarie of Hortulanus, upperstharagdine table of Hermes, the father of Philosts.



Salmon’s Commentary on the Emerald
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This commentary is included as Chapter 14 in tioi@eon Hermes 'The Golden Work' in William Salrison
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The Smaragdine Table of Hermes.

I. Hermes. This is true, and far distant from a Lie; whateigebelow, is like that which is above; and that ethis
above, is like that which is below: By this are aicgd and perfected the Miracles of the One Thing.

Salmon. That is to say, the truth of this ourtAs confirmed by Experience, we know it to betrby very matter ¢
Fact; and notwithstanding all the Sophisms, andohagchia of the Schools, there is no Argument candsagains
Experience. The Waters of the Cataracts of Heakewue are like to the Waters below, when the dgfeaintain of
the deep is broken up; and the Waters below, leegdi the Waters above. There are two parts irStame, a
Superior part that ascends up, and an Inferioryglaith remains beneath; and yet these two pareedgrOne. Th
inferior Part or Earth, is called the Body or Fentnd he superior part or Spirit, is called the SauLife, which
quickens the Stone, and raises it up: The firsttineslissolved, and made Water, like the Supeaiad; the Superi
must be coagulated, and made Earth, like the Latvat they may be united, and become the Miractb®bne
Thing; then it will be evidently demonstrated, thdtatsoever is below, is like that which is abceg
contrarywise. Nor do they differ one from anothet by Accident, as Corruptible and Incorruptibley&and
Impure, Heavy and Light, Clear and Opake, AgentRatient, Masculine and Feminine, etc. all whidah ar
Accidents, not Substances. Heaven or that whiabdwe is Incorruptible, where the pure Elementsrzade, from
a Corruptible matter elevated or lifted up, in @encavity of which Firmament, the Body or Substaoickuna is
Graduated. Hence it is apparent that this our Meeimust resemble Heaven itself, in Activity, Peatienessanc
Incorruptibility; nor must it work as the ElemeimtsNatural Bodies, which are as it were Dead, agstitlite of an)
Power or Action.

Il. Hermes. Also, as all things were made from One, by thp b&One: So all things are made from One thing by
Conjunction.

Salmon. That is, as all things were made or come from Ooefused Chaos, by the help of One Omnipotent or
Almighty God; so our Stone is born or brought foustit of one Confused Mass, by the help of onaquaar
Matter or Thing, which conias in it four Elements, Created by the determoratf God. Here Hermes points fo
the Universal Medicine in imitation of the Worldse@tion; which is performed by one Universal Spaitd so by
Supernatural Experiment, points forth this Our MaltMVork. It is the Opinion of many Philosopherattthe Spirit
of Natural things, or the Spirit of Nature is the#dlum between the Soul and the Body, as beingnthith makes
the absolute and firm Conjunction. But the opinddisome is though the Spirit is said to be the nsuitatile
Subsistance; yet it can be no more separated fierBaul, than Light from the Sun.

lll. Hermes. The Father thereof is the Sun, and the Mother thfeissthe Moon: the Wind carries it in its Bellyyd
the Nurse thereof is the Earth.

Salmon.As living Creatures beget their Like or Kind, sol@&generates Gold by the Virtue of Our Stone: $ha
is its Father, that is, Our Philosophical or Livi@gld. And as in every natural Generation, therstrbe a fit and
convenient eceptacle, with a certain likeness of kind to théhEr; so likewise in this Our Artificial Generatiat is
requisite that the Sun, or our Living Gold, sholéd/e a fit and agreeable Receptacle or Womb,d&éed or
Tincture; and this Our Philosomail or Living Silver, i.e. Mercury, which is the Meer thereof. What Sol and Lu
are in the Heavens above, the same are Our Gol&iarat in Our Heavens below. The Universal MaswilSeed
is the Sulphur of Nature, the first and most Potanise of all Generation: And if Sol does Livasihecessary, as
Paracelsus saith, to live in some things, viztsroivn Radical Humidity, and most pure and simpie which
contemperates the heat thereof by its Humidity. Whed is the Air, and the Air is thieife, and the Life is the Sot



which quickens the whole Stone. And therefore thiedNAir, Life and Soul must carry the Stone, \bring forth
Our Magistery: which being brought forth, it must tiourished by its Nurse, which is the Earth; fbe Earth(saitt
Hermes) is its Nurse. The Wind Carries it in itdlf3eoy which the Universal, Inferior, and FeminiBeed is dilate
through the Air, and joyned to the Universal Supeaind Masculine Seed; the Air or Mercury is therionhereit
the two Seeds are conjoyned. The Air arises fram &nd Water, as the Heaven from Fire and Air. Utlde
Appellation of Fire, is comprehended the most mudestance of the Earth, ascending with Fire: amntkuthe Nam
of Air the most pure Substance of Water; The BetlyWomb of Nature, is a most pure Breath or Mati@ised
from all the inferior Elements, converted into aldtdity or Air, in which is conceived by the hef Luna, the
Universal Seed of the Sun, specificated also byther Lights or Stars. Hermes will have three Eats, two
under the Names of Sol and Luna, the third undeN&ame of Ventus, the Wind. The Earth is the Nofgéais
Birth of the Air, by whose Breasts it is Nourishahence it Sucks the Mercurial Milk, (that is thena thick
substance of the Inferior Water remaining yet e Earth) by which it grows and increases to itssfrre and
Perfection, as a Child to the Stature and StreafjthMan.

IV. Hermes. This is the Mother or Fountain of all Perfectiomchits Power is Perfect and Intire, if it be chadge
into Earth.

Salmon.As if he should say, this Arcanum which | herevglyeu is the Original and Fountain of all Arcanuamsl
Mysteries, the secret Treasure of the whole Wd@ld.it is not brought to its Perfection titlis changed into Eartl
then indeed is its Power perfect and intire: thaifithe Soul of the Stone (of which we have spolxefore and
which may be called the Wind or Air, which is atbe Life, Virtue, Power and Spirit) be convertetbiiarth, viz.
a fixt Substance or Matter; so that the whole Bpirit, Life and Soul of the Stone may be conjoyteds Earth,
which is its Nurse, and be all turned into Ferm@stin making of Bread, a little Leaven Fermentd anansmutes
a great deal of Meal or Paste: so also must OureSte Fermented, that it may become Ferment tatdraal
Multiplication thereof. That which the Wind doesabén its Belly must be converted into Earth, tiethe Work
completed; which is done by a long and Unweariedddgon (not by evaporating, but retaining the &gitill it
becomes inspissated, and in success of time isldoya Pouder or Earth. But the time will be lomgl &dious,
therefore you must attend it with Patience, acewydio the Matter you work upon. Some things areoterfrom
Perfection, other things more remote, and otherst memote, whilst other things are near to Pedacithers
neerer, and some things nearest of all. He thavkmwt these things before he begins his Work, afteywards

deplore his Error, with very great loss.

V. Hermes.Separate the Earth from the Fire, and the Subtilé @hin from the Gross and Thick; but prudently
with long Sufferance, Gentleness and Patience Vilisdom, and Judgement.

Salmon.Hetherto he has onbjiscoursed the Theory, he now comes to shew yoRthetical Part, shewing first t
Purification of the Matter of the Stone. You mustitigently, by little and little, not Violently,us Prudently and
Wisely, after a Philosophick manner: By Separatiagneans Dissolving: for Dissolution is the Sepanatf parts
Some will have it, that by the Earth here, he mehad ees or Dreggs of the matter, which is to &gaBated from
the Fire, the Air, and the Water, and the wholesRaice of the Stone, that it may become Pure,ra@edifom any
Putrefaction or Defiled Matter: and this the SpagyPhilosophers say is the first Operation or Brafion of the
Matter or Parts of their Stone. But some understardby, the Separation of the four Elements, hisddbubtless
is the thing if it be spoken of a Spagyric, and Viokgar Separation. Under the Appellation of Fites two other ar
understood, viz. Air and Water; for the Fire carwant or subsist without Air, nor is the Air withoWater; for Air
is made of Water by the Mediation of the Fire, byiah it is forced to Ascend upwards. But as toEaeth, it partly
Ascends and is made Volatile, and partly remaixedfibelow. By separating the Earth from the Fiome will
have it, that he would have the Thick to be sepdr&bm the Thin, not the Thin from the Thick, besa the Earth
is thicker than the Fire. But by separating thetisfdfom the gross, is to be understood, the siziinig) of the Thick
Matter, and Spagyrically to reduce that subtilikéatter into Aether or Spiritual Air. But this mgstudently be
done which gentleness, long Suffering, Patienae tleat is according to the Laws of Art, but gendyen with a
gentle Heat according to Natural Generation. Tisériment of Nature, and of the Spagyrists Firehaut which
the Work cannot be done. This Fire is either Iraean External. The Internal is proper to the sabsé or Matter,
and Naturally dwells within it, which you must pemtly stir up and Excite. The External is eitheolnt, or
Temperated in four several Degrees. The Violetitas with which some things are Calcined, otherlighed,
others (as Metalls) Liquefied or Melted. The Tengpelin its several Degrees, imitate or resembleifdatind are
used for Putrefction, Digestion, and Congelation, or Circulatotd dissolve and fix. But Various are these kint



Fire which are to be applied according as the Stibgzjuires, and the prudence of the Artist dirdmt$ng continue
without interruption from beginning to the End.

VI. Hermes. It Ascends from the Earth up to Heaven, abd descagdin from the Heaven to the Earth, and
receives the Powers and Efficacy of the Superintslaferiors.

Salmon.Here it to be observed that though Our Stone tideti inthe first Operation into four Parts, which are
four Elements, yet as we have already said thdvatiswo principal Parts of it, One which Ascengsvards and is
Volatile, and another which remains below, andxsed, which is called Earth, and ferment which Nsles and
Ferments the whole Stone. But of the unfixed ora¥ild part we must have a great quantity, thaty Maurish the
purified Matter of the Stone, till it be made tockead, is sublimed, and subtilized: then being sultilized and
made Volatile, it must be incerated with the Oykracted from it in the first Operation, which ialled the Water «
the Stone, and so often Boyled by SublimationpiflVirtue of the Fermentation of the Earth exaleéth it; the
whole Stone does again descend, from the Heawe tBarth, and remains fixed and flowing; thathst the

Corporeal be made Spiritual by Sublimation, andSpgitual be made Corporeal by Descension: Heee is
Circulatory Distillation admirably declared, ang:tGonstruction of a Spagyric Vessel, to the Siodé of Nature.
It Ascends from the Earth, i.e. from the inferigart of the vessel; to Heaven, i.e. the superiaut: fhe matter
generated of Sol, and Luna ascends, i.e. the Treciean substance thereof is converted or resointHeaven,
viz. into a subtile substance like to Heaven: hmalestrates the Spagyrick solution, by what Instnonagéd Artifice

it is done; then he teaches the Fixation, It Dedseamgain to the Earth; as if he should say, affesubstance is

dissolved and made to Ascend under the Obedienite dhternal Celestial Virtues or Powers, standivaye the

determined time of Its Maturity, it returns again,descends, that is to say, the Spirit is made@&eal, which wa

beforea Body or made from a Body, Spiritual, which ishiog but the Philosophick Riddle. Fac Fixum Vokati&

rursus Volatile fixum, & totum habebis MagisteriuAnd by this means it will obtain the Virtues o&tBuperior

and Inferiour Powers, i.e. the Healgeand Volatile Power, to penetrate, grow, inceeas multiply: and the Earth
Power to give Substance, Corporeity, and Fixity.

VII. Hermes. In this Work, you acquire to your self the Wealtld &lory of the whole World: Drive therefore fr
you all Cloudiness or Obscurity, Darkness and Bliesk.

Salmon.Possessing this Stone thus perfected, you poaBéks Wealth and Treasures of the World; so yoat
may live free from Care and Trouble, from Discomnt@md Fears, from every Sickness and DiseasealRemedy
for all Diseases both of Body and Mind: It strikeghe root of Infirmities; and destroyes that vidweould destroy

or undermine the Health and Prosperity of the HwerBody. This Stone, this Wealth, this Treasureudioit be b
like to a Grain of Mustard-seed, yet it grows tathe greatest of all Trees, in whose Branches tras®f the Air
make their Nests, and under whose shadow the Befasts Field dwell.

VIIIl. Hermes. For the Work increasing or going on in Strengthdadtrength to Strength, forestalling and over-
topping all other Fortitudes and Powers; and isabd Subjugate and Conquer all things, whether theethin and
Subtil, or thick and Solid Bodies.

Salmon.There is no Comparison of the Powers of other fthings, to the Power of the Stone, for it itealb
overcome and master all other Powers: it can cormeenmon Quick Silver into a Congealed substance, a
Transmute it into fine Gold or Silver: and it cagrnetrate and Peirce through all other hard swlidompact Bodie
and strike them with a never fading Tincture, smfand fixt, which the Power and Strength of the&gest and
most Violent Fire can never conquer or overcomes i&has much as if he should say, it is the coatplértue of
total Nature, the Power, Efficacy and Potency bfrahgs, and even (as it were) above Nature, abithmay not
improperly be said to be a Work Metaphysical, fattit seems to act above or beyond Nature. Itaorees or
conquers all things, that is, it makes all subiil éhin things (as Quicksilver) thick and coaguateem: and on the
contrary it Penetrates all thick and solid thirigs, It makes every hard Metal whether Perfechgudrfect (as Sol,
Luna, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars and Venus) subtiletaind and brings them to the greatest Perfectigpeling all the
Malign and Dark Spirits possessing them and gitintihem Tincture and Fixity, by its Subility andi®pality.

IX. Hermes. In this manner was the World made; and hence drhalwonderful Conjunctions or Joynings
together of the Matter and Parts thereof, and treWllous Effects, when in this way it is donewlych these
Wonders are Effected.



Salmon.The Creation of the World he brings as a Priorr&pa, or Exemplification of the Work of Our
Philosophick Stone, for as the World was Createds ©ur Stone composed. As in the beginning theleviVorld
and all that is therein was a Choas or confusecsMas afterwards by the Virtue Word, Power, oniBpf the
Great Creator, a Separation was made, the Elemenésdivided and rectified, and the Universal Wavias
produced and brought forth Beautiful and Perfedlimimber, Weight and Measure. So also in this oukwee
separate the Elements, which we divide and rediifienany sublimations, depressions, and percipitatiorereby
the perpetual and wonderful conjunction is madéchkvis the product of the prime matter, and the ofdhe

Golden Kingdom, in which power is produced into Act

X. Hermes.And for this Cause Ira called Hermes Trismegistus, for that | have th@edge or understanding
the Philosophy of the three principles of the Urdee My Doctrine or Discourse, which | have heréwieed
concerning this solar Work, is compleat and perfect

Salmon.Hermes Trismegistus signifies the Thrice greatksimes, for that he had the Knowledge of the three
Principals of the Universe, viz. Salt, Sulphur &tercury, answering to the Body, Soul, and Spiritn&tal,
Vegetable, and Animal, of which he had the true ledge, he knew the way how to separate them, anjibgn
them again, to make the fixt Volatile and the Vitdafixt, to take away Tinctures, and restore lredigain, all whicl
are contained in Our Philosophick Mercury whickhis Womb in which Our Philosophick (which is thedy Gold
is Generated. It is said to be perfect, becausedntains all the Principles. 2. From its newadihg Color. 3. Its
never perishing Body. It is resembled to a graikMbieat, which unless it Dies, it brings forth Rruit; but if it Die,
and is Putrefied, passing through Death and Puafiefaor Dissolution, to Life and Heaven, theregayfecting its
Nature, it is infinitely profitable. What he hadiglered concerning this Matter, viz. of the threel@s, Black,
White, and Red; of the three Principles, Salt, Butpand Mercury; of the three Subsistences, B8dyl, and
Spirit; of the three Operations, Volatilizationn€ture, and Fixation; of the three States, Imp¢idac Anihilation,
and Perfection, he declared to be True and Compledtthat the Stone thus Generated (existing aimdjlin one
only thing, viz. the Philosophick Mercury) by aissrof Natural Operations, is Perfect and Intiranting nothing.

Synesius” Epilogue on the Emerald lablet.

This epilogue to the true book of Synesius is idelliinBasil Valentine His Triumphant Chariot of Antimomyth
annotations of Theodore Kirkringius. M.D. With Threie Book of the Learned Synesius a Greek Abbentalt of
the Emperour's Library, concerning the Philosops&tonelLondon, 1678.
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The Epilogue according to Hermes.

Thus art thou to separate tharth from thefire, thegrossfrom thesubtil gently, with great Judgment, thatto say
separate the parts that are united to the Furbgabe dissolution and separation of the partsha®arth from the
fire, the subtile from the gross, &c. that is tg,se more pure substance of the stone, until tast got it clean,
and free from all spots or filth. And when he saitlascends from the earth up into Heaven and ret@again into

the earth there is no more to be understood by it therSthiglimation of the Bodies. Further, to explain what
distillation is, he sayethe Wind carryes it in its bellghat is, when the water is distilled by the Aléokh where it
first ascends by a wind full of Fume and Vapoud afterwards returns to the bottom of the Vesselater again.
When he would also express the congelation of tatem he sayedts force is absolute, if it be turned into earth
that is to say, be converted by decoction. And &era general demonstration of all hath been baidayesdt
shall receive both the inferior and superior fortieat is to sayhat of the Elements, for as much as, if the Medi
receive the force of the lighter parts, that isdg, air and fire, it shall also receive that & thore grave and
weighty parts, changing itself into water and eaxiithe end, that the Matters being thus perplgtighed
together, may have permanence, durance, constandystability. Glory be to God.



Glory of the World

This text is included in thMlusaeum Hermeticuimf 1625, though it was first published in GermaiGéoria Mundi
sonsten Paradeiss Taffélrankfurt, 1620. Contained in the third partrisexplanation of the Emerald Tablet.
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The Emerald Table

It is true, without any error, and it is the sumtrath; that which is above is also that which edolw, for the
performance of the wonders of a certain one thang, as all things arise from one Stone, so alsp\leze
generated from one common Substance, which inclimefour elements created by God. And among other
miracles the said Stone is born of the First Maff&e Sun is its Father, the Moon its Mother, thiedibears it in it
womb, and it is nursed by the earth. Itself iska¢her of the whole earth, and the whole poteneyetdf. If it be
transmuted into earth, then the earth separatestfie fire that which is most subtle from that whis hard,
operating gently and with great artifice. Then 8tene ascends from earth to heaven, and againrdksfrem
heaven to earth, and receives the choicest infegenotboth heaven and earth. If you can perforsytbu have the
glory of the world, and are able to put to flightdiseases, and to transmute all metals. It ovaesoMercury,
which is subtle, and penetrates all hard and $alitles. Hence it is compared with the world. Helnem called
Hermes, having the three parts of the whole woflphilosophy.

Explanation of the Emerald Table of Hermes.

Hermes is right in saying that our Art is true, dvad been rightly handed down by the Sages; abbtdawoncerning
it have arisen through false interpretation ofrihestic language of the philosophers. But, sincg #re loth to
confess their own ignorance, their readers prefeay that the words of the Sages are imposturdéadsehood. Th
fault really lies with the ignorant reader, who dot understand the style of the Philosophers the
interpretation of our books, they would suffer tisetwes to be guided by the teaching of Naturegeratian by the
own foolish notions, they would natiss the mark so hopelessly. By the words whiclo¥al "That which is abovi
is also that which is below," he describes the &fatf our Art, which, thougbne is divided into two things, the
volatile water which rises upward, and the eartlictvties at the bottom, and becomes fixed. But witkerreunion
takes place, the body becomes spirit, and thet figidomes body, the earth is changed into watebanodmes
volatile, the water is transmuted into body, anddmes fixed. When bodies become spiats] spirits bodies, yol
work is finished, for then that which rises upwardl that which descends downward become one bdutyefore
the Sage says that that which is above is thathwikibelow, meaning that, after having been seedrato two
substances (from being one substance), they anme jagzed together into one substance, i.e., anrumihich can
never be dissolved, and possesses such virtuefficatg that it can do in one moment what the Sannot
accomplish in a thousand years. And this miracler@mught by a thing which is despised and rejebtethe
multitude. Again, the Sage tells us that all thimgge created, and are still generated, from osedubstance and
consist of the same elementary material; and mftfst substance God has appointed the four elesnehich
represent a common material into which it mighthagis be possible to resolve all things. Its devekqt is
brought about by the distillation of the Sun anddoFor it is operated upon by the natural heghefSun Moon,
which stirs up its internal action, and multiplesch thing after its kind, imparting to the substaa specific form.
The soul, or nutritive principle, is the earth whieceives the rays of the Sun and Moon, and thdréaeds her
children as with mother's milk. Thus the Sun isfttber, the Moon is the mother, the earth theewewand in this
substance is that which we require. He who canitaded prepare it is truly to be envied. It is aegied by the Sun
and Moon in the form of a vapour, and collectethmplace where it is found. When Hermes adds'thatair
bears it in its womb, the earth is its nurse, tihel world its Father,” he means that when thetamics of our
Stone is dissolved, then the wind bears it in ibnlv, i.e., the air bears up the substance in the & water, in
which is hid fire, the soul of the Stone, and fsehe Father of the whole world. Thus, the votasiibstance rises
upward, while that which remains at the bottonthes"whole world" (seeing that our Art is compated "small
world "). Hence Hermes calls fire the father of tieole world, because it is the Sun of our Art, airdMoon, anc
water ascend from it; the earth is the nurse oSteae, i.e., when the earth receivesridys of the Sun and Moor
new body is born, like a new foetus in the mothedsb. The earth receives and digests the lig&usf and Moot
and imparts food to its foetus day by day, tithétcomes great and strong, and puts off its blackaed defilement,
and is changed to a different colour. This, "childhich is called "our daughter,” represents oum8tavhich is bor



anew of the Sun and Moon, as you may easily seenwie spirit, or the water that ascended, is gihdu
transmuted into the body, and the body is born aa@d grows and increases in size like the foettiké mother's
womb. Thus the Stone is generated from the filssunce, which contains the four elements; it @ipht forth by
two things, the body and the spirit; the wind betis its womb, for it carries the Stone upwardrir earth to
heaven, and down again from heaven to earth. THeuStone receives increase from above and frorwhelad is
born a second time, just as every other foetusheigated in the maternal womb; as all created shimigng forth
their young, even so does the air, or wind, briomghf our Stone. When Hermes adds, "Its power, ibue;j is entire,
when it is transmuted into earth," he means thanthe spirit is transmuted into the body, it reesiits full
strength and virtue. For as yet the spirit is vtdatind not fixed, or permanent. If it is to beefd, we must proceed
as the baker does in baking bread. We must impdyteolittle of the spirit to the body at a timas} as the baker
only puts a little leaven to his meal, and witkedvens the whole lump. The spirit, which is oavien, in like
fashion transmutes the whole body into its own &uie. Therefore the body must be leavened agdiagain,
until the whole lumgs thoroughly pervaded with the power of the leava our Art the body leavens the spirit, i
transmutes it into one body, and the spirit leatbeshody, and transmutes it into one spirit Arelttho, when the
have become one, receive power to leaven all thingswhich they are injected, with their own uiet
The Sage continues: "If you gently separate théhdaym the water, the subtle from the hard, then8tascends
from earth to heaven, and again descends from hdawearth, and receives its virtue from above famih below.
By this process you obtain the glory and brightrafdiie whole world. With it you can put to flighbverty,
disease, and weariness; for it overcomes the sotgiteury, and penetrates all hard and firm bodids.means that
all who would accomplish this task must separatentloist from the dry, the water from the earth. Wager, or
fire, being subtle, ascends, while the body is handl remains where it is. The separation mustbemplished by
gentle heat, i.e., in the temperate bath of theeSaghich acts slowly, and is neither too hot ward¢old. Then the
Stone ascends to heaven, and again descends femarhe earth. The spirit and body are first sepdrahen
again joined together by gentle coction, of a terafpe resembling that with which a hen hatcheslygs. Such is
the preparation of the substance, which is worghwthole world, whence it is also called a "littlend." The
possession of the Stone will yield you the greadetight, andunspeakably precious comfort. It will also setticio
you in a typical form the creation of the worldwlill enable you to cast out all disease from thenan body, to
drive away poverty, and to have a good understgnafithe secrets of Nature. The Stone has virtumttsmute
mercury into gold and silver, and to penetratédnatld and firm bodies, such as precious stones atasnYou
cannot ask a better gift of God than this gift, ethis greater than all other gifts. Hence Hermey justly call
himself by the proud title of "Hermes Trismegistwho holds the three parts of the whole world cfdeim."



Emerald lablet of Hermes

This latin version of the Emerald Tablet has bagp$ied by Frederic Chaslin.
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Verum, sine Mendacio, certum et verissimum:
Quod est Inferius est sicut quod est Superius,

et quod est Superius est sicut quod est Inferius,
ad perpetranda Miracula Rei Unius.

Et sicut res omnes fuerunt ab Uno,

meditatione unius,

sic Omnes Res natae ab hac una Re, adaptatione.

Pater eius est Sol. Mater eius est Luna.
Portavit illud Ventus in Ventre suo.

Nutrix eius Terra est.

Pater omnis Telesmi totius Mundi est hic.
Virtus eius integra est si versa fuerit in Terram.
Separabis Terram ab Igne, subtile ab spisso,
suaviter, magno cum ingenio.

Ascendit a Terra in Coelum,

iterumqgue descendit in Terram,

et recipit Vim superiorum et inferiorum.
Sic habebis Gloriam totius Mundi.

Ideo fugiet a te omnis Obscuritas.

Haec est totius Fortitudinis Fortitudo fortis,
quia vincet Omnem rem subtilem,
Omnemque Solidam penetrabit.

Sic Mundus creatus est.

Hinc erunt Adaptationes Mirabiles,

guarum Modus est hic.

Itague vocatus sum Hermes Trismegistus,
habens tres partes Philosophiae totius Mundi.

Completum est quod dixi de Operatione Solis.



