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Aenigma Philosophicum

Back to English alchemical verse

AEnigma Philosophicum.

There is no light, but what lives in the Sunne;
There is no Sunne, but which is twice begott;
Nature and Arte the Parents first begonne:
By Nature ‘twas, but Nature perfects not.
Arte then what Nature left in hand doth take,
And out of One a Twofold worke doth make.



A Twofold worke doth make, but such a worke
As doth admitt Division none at all

(See here wherein the Secret most doth lurke)
Unlesse it be a Mathematicall.

It must be Two, yet make it One and One,
And you do take the way to make it None.

Lo here the Primar Secret of this Arte,
Contemne it not but understand it right,

Who faileth to attaine this formost part,

Shall never know Artes force nor Natures might.
Nor yet have power of One and One so mixt,
To make by One fixt, One unfixid fixt.

D.D. W. Bedman

John Dastin's Dream

Back to English alchemical verse

The Work of John Dastin

Not yet full sleping, nor yet full waking,

But betweene twayne lying in a traunce;

Halfe closed mine Eyne in my slumbering,

Like a Man rapt of all cheer & countenance;

By a manner of weninge & Rememberance
Towards Aurora, ere Phoebus uprose,

| dreamed one came to me to doe me pleasaunce
That brought me a Boke with seven seals close.

2. Following upon | had a wonerfull dreame,
As semed unto my inward thought,

The face of him shone as the Sun-beame:
Which unto me thys hevenly Boke brought,

Of so greate Riches that yt may not be bought,
In order set by Dame Philosophie,

The Capitall and the flowrishing wrought

By a wife prince called Theologie.

3. Thys Boke was written with letters [aureat],
Perpetually to be put in memory,

And to Apollo the Chapters consecrate,

And to rge seven Gods in the hevenly Consistory:
And in Mercuries litle Oratory,

Groweth all the fruite in breese of thys Science,
Who can expresse hem and have of hem Victory,
May clayme the tryumph of his Minerall prudence.

4., Of this matter above betweene Starrs seaven,
By Gods and Godessess all of one assent,



Was Sent Caducifer to Erth downe from Heaven:
Saturnus as Bedell by great advisment;

For to summon a general Parliament,

By concord of all both old and young of age,

To say in Breife their Councell most prudent:

For Common proffit to knit up a Marriage.

5. Betweene twaine Borne of the Imperiall blood,
And descended from Jupiters line,

Of their Natures most pure and most good;
Wythowte infeccion their seede is most divine;

That noe Eclips may let them for to shine,

So that Mercury doth stint all debate,

And restraine their Courage by meaknes them incline
That of frowardnes they be not indurate.

6. For the Sunne that sitteth so heigh a loft,

His gloden dew-droppes shall cleerly raigne downe,
By the meane of Mercury that moven first made soft:
Then there schalbe a glad Conjunccion,

Whan there is made a Seperacion:

And their two Spermes by Marriage are made one;
And the said Mercury by devision,

Hath taken his flight and from both is gone.

7. These be the two Mercuries cheife of Philosapher
Revived againe with the Spirit of lyfe,

Richer then Rubies or Pearles shut in Cofeurs;
Washed and Baptized in waters vegitative,

The body dissevered with heate nutrative:

By moderate moysture of Putrefaccion;

So that there is no excesse nor no strife

Of the foure Elements in their Conjunccion.

8. The graine of Wheate which on the ground ddth fa
But it be dead it may not fructifie,

If it be hole the vertue doth appayle;

And in no wise it may not Multiplye,

The increase doth begin whan it doth Putrefie;

Of good Grafts commeth Fruites of good lastage;

Of Crabs Verjuyce, of ash is made Lye,

Of good Grapes followeth a good Vintage.

9. Who soweth good Seede repeth good againe,
Of Cockles sowne there can grow no good Wheate,
For as such a Ploughman traveleth in vain,

To fruitefull Land Cockle is not meete;

Gall is ever bitter, Honey is ever sweete,

Of all things contrary is fals Conneccions,

Let Male and Female together ever meete;

But both be clensed of their Complexions.

10. A Man of Nature ingendereth but a Man,
And every Beast ingendereth his semblable;
And as Philosophers rehearse well can,
Diana and Venus in marriage be notable,



A Horse with a Swine joyneth not in a stable,
For where is made unkindly geniture,

What followeth but things abominable:
Which is to say Monstrum in Nature.

11. All this | finde in the said Boke,

Brought to me when | lay a sleepe;

And of one thing good heede | toke;

The Wolf in kind is Enemy to the Sheepe.

The Rose full divers to the wild Neepe:

For things joyned that be contrary;

Dame Nature complayning doth sit and weepe:
For falce receipts found in her Library.

12. And there it was to be pitiously complained,
That men to err by false Opinions

That be so farr from truth away restrained,

Like as they had lost wholly their Reasons,

Not considering in their discretions;

What mischeife followeth as is oft seene,

By these false froward Conneccions:

As doth leapers with folkes that byne cleane.

13. Notwithstanding he that is fate so high in leav
Crown'd with a Crowne of bright stones cleere,
Borne there to raine as ceife chosen of seaven:
Equal with Phoebus shone in the same sphere;
Without difference as Clerkes to us leare,

Sate there most royallin his diadem:

Very Celestiall and Angelike of cheare;

And in all vertue like as he did seeme.

14. And in that Boke | found well by writing,

Like as the processe made mention:

How that there was once a mighty rich King,
Cleane of nature and of Complexion:

Voyde of deformity from head soe forthe downe,
Which for his beauty as it is specified,

And for his cleanes most soverayne of renowne:
Was among Planets in heaven stellefyed.

15. Certaine Brethren | found he had in Number,
and of one Mother they were borne every each one:
But a Sicknes did them fore cumber,

That none was whole on his feete to gone,

Hoarse of language, cleere voice hed they none:
For with a scabb that was contagious,

They were infected, hole was their none;

For ever exiled because they were Leaprous.

16. The said King rose up in his Royall fee,
Seeing this mischeife cast his Eye downe,
And of his mercy, and fraternall pittye,
Surprized in heart, full of Compassion:
And began to complaine of their Infeccion,
Alas quoth he how came this adventure,



Under what froward or false Constelacion;
Or in what howre had yee your ingendure.

17. But sithence this mischeife is to you befall,
There is nothing which were more expedient,
Then to chuse one out amongst us all,
Without spott all cleere of his intent,

For you to dye by his owne assent,

To save the people from their Damnation:
And with his blood ere you be fully shent,

To make of his mercy your remission.

18. The which Liquor most wholesome is and good,
Against leprous humors and false infeccions,
When from a veyne taken is the blood;

Cleansing each part from all corrupcions,

The Originall taken from generacions:

Which is descended downe from stock ryall,
Nourished with Milke of Pure complexion;

With menstrous which are not superficiall.

19. But when the Brethren of this worthy King
Heard the Language, they fell in full great dread,
Full sore [fore] weeping and said in Complayning
That none of them was able to bleede,

Because their blood was infeccious indeede,
And corrupt blood made is how Sacrifice,
Wherefore alas there is noe way to speede,
That we can finde, to help us in any wise.

20. Of our Birth and of our Originall,
Cleerely and truly to make mencion;
Excuse is there none in parte nor in all;

In sin was our first conception:

Our bringing forth and generation,
Fulfilled was in sorrowe and wickednesse,
And our Mother in a short conclusion
With Corrupt milke us fostred in distresse.

21. For who may make that seede to be cleane,
That first was conceived in uncleanes,

For cancred rust may naver | meane,

By noe crafte shew forth parfect brightness:
Now let us all at once our Course addres;

And goe unto our Mother to ask by and by,

The finall cause of our Corrupt sickness;

That she declare unto us the Cause and why.

22. The said Children uprose in a fury

Of wofull rage, and went by one assent

Unto their Mother that called was Mercury:

Requiring her by greate advisement,

Before her Godesses being everyone present.

To tell them truly and in noe parte to faine,

Why their nature was corrupt and shent [fhent];

That caused them evermore to weepe and complaine.



23. To whom the Mother full bright of face and hew,
Gave this answer remembered in Scripture,

First when | was wedded a new,

| conceived by prosses of true Nature:

A Child of Seede that was most cleane and pure,
Undefiled, most orient, faire and bright,

Of allthe PL AN E T S cheife of ingendure:

Which now in Heaven giveth so cleere a light.

24. Whose Complexion is most temperate,

In heate and cold and in humidity,

In Erth also that there is noe debate,

Nor noe repugnaunce by noe quallity:

Nor none occasion of none infirmity,

That among them there may be none discord,

So well proportioned every-each in his degree,
Each however and space they be of so tru accord.

25. Whose Nature is so imperiall,

That fire so burning doth him no distresse:
His royall kinde id so celestiall,

Of Corruption he taketh no sickness;

Fire, Water, Air, nor Erth with his drines,
Neither of them may alter his Complexion,

He fixeth Spirits through his high noblenes;
Saveth infected bodyes from their Corrupcion.

26. His Heavenly helth death may not assayle,

He dreadeth noe venome, nor needeth no treacle,
Winde Tempest ne Wether against him may prevaile,
Soe high in Heaven is his Tabernacle,

In Erth he worked many a miracle:

He cureth Lepers and fetcheth home Fugitive,

And to gouty Eyne giveth a cleere Spectacle:

Them to goe that lame were all their lief.

27. He is my Son and | his Mother deare,

By me conceived truly in Marriage;

As touching your Birth the sickness doth appeare,
Of Menstruous blood brought forth in tender age,
Your Leprie is shewed in Body and in Visage,

To make your hole Medicine is no other

Drinke, nor potion to your advantage,

But the pure blood of him that is your deare Brothe

28. A good Shepard must dye for his Sheepe,
Without grudging to speak his words plaine,

And semblable take hereof good keepe,

Your Brother must dye and newe be borne againe,
Though he be old, of hereof well certaine;

To youth againe he must be renewd,

And suffer passion or else all were vaine,

Then rising againe right fresh and well hewd.

29. Old Aeson was made young by Medea,



With her drinks and her potions,

Soe must your Brother of pure Volunta

Dye and be young through his operation,
And that through subtile natures Confections,
By whose death plainely to expresse;

Yee shalbe purged from all infeccions:

And your foule leaprie changed to cleanes.

30. With the said words the King began to abrayd
The tale adverting that she had tould,

How might a Man by nature thus he said

Be borne againe, namely when he is old,;

Then said his Mother by reason manifold:

But if the Gospell thus doth meane,

In Water and Spirit be renovate hott and cold,
That he shall never plainely come into Heaven.

31. The King was trifty and heavy of cheere,
Upon his Knees meekly kneeled downe,
Prayed his Father in full low manner,

To translate the Challice of his passion,

But for he thought the redempcion

Of his brethren, might not be fulfilled,
Without his death nor their Salvation;

For them to suffer he was right willed.

32. And for to accomplish his purpose in sentence,
By cleere example of who so looketh right,

Heavy things from their Circumferance,

Must up assend and after be made light,

And things light ready to the flight

Must descend to the Center downe,

By interchaunging of natures might,

As they be moved by meane of Revolucion.

33. So as Jupiter in a Cloud of Gold,

Chaunged himselfe by transformacion,

And descended from his hevenly hold

Like a Golden dewe unto Danae downe,

And she conceived as made is mencion,

By influence of his power divine;

Right so shall Phoebus right soveraigne of renowne
To be conceived of his Golden raine decline.

34. And to comfort his Brethren that were full dull
The Sun hath chosen without warr or strife,

The bright Moone when she was at the full,

To be his mother first, and after his wedded wife;
In tyme of Ver the season vegetative,

In Aries when Titan doth appeare,

Inspired by grace with the Spirit of lyfe,

This marriage hallowed at mdday Spheare.

35. And at this feast were the Godes all,
Saturne from blackness was turned to white;
And Jupiter let his mantle fall,



Full pale and meager of great delight,

Clothed in Lylies that in every manner wight,
Of Heaven and Erth, and Gods of the Sea,
Rejoyced in Heart, and were full glad and light,
To be present at this great Solemnity.

36. Mars forgot there his sturdy black hardines,

Cast off his Habergeon fret with old rust;

Venus foresooke her minerall redness,

Took Gold for green and she again also for lust,
Because she had in Phoebus such a trust,

That he should this feast hold of most noblenes:
Of brotherly pitty needs as he must,

Give her a mantle of Orientall brightness.

37. After this Wedding here afore devised,

Of faire Phoebus and freth Lucine;
Philosophers have prudently practised,

A Closset round by their wife Doctrine,,

Cleere as Christall of Glasse a litle shrine;

With heavenly deawe stuffed that dungeon,
Kept night and day with glorious maidens nyne;
To keep the Queene in her Concepcion.

38. Religiously they kept their Sylenee,

Till that from heaven their royall light,

And there with all in open audience;

Was heard a voice almost at mid night,
Among the Virgins most amiable of sight,

That said unto them, to save that was forlorne;
| must againe through my imperiall myght,

Be of my Mother new conceived and borne.

39. | must passe by water and by Fire,

The burnt abide and there from not decline,
To save my brethren | have so greate desire,
With new light their darkness to yllumine,
But fore | dread that venomous Serpentine,
Which ever advanceth with his violence,

My tender youth to hurt and to invenome,
But in your keeping doe you your diligence.

40. The King thus entred in his bed royall,

The Queene conceived under a Sun bright;
Under her feete a mount like Christall,

Which hed devoured her husband anon right,
Dead of defire and in the Maidens fight;

Lost all the Collour of his fresh face,

Thus was he dead, the Maidens feeble of mighr
Dispaired, slept in the same place.

41. The Serpent bold shed out of his poyson,

The Queene and Maidens for feare tooke them tbtflig
Seven tymes assending up and downe

With in a vault, now darke, now cleere of light,

Their generation was so strong of might,



After death now passeth Purgatory;
Ao Resurreccion as any Sun bright,
Things that were lost to bring to his glory.

42. The Queene tooke her possession,

The Soule reviving of the dead King;

But of old hatred the toxicate poyson,

Was by the Serpent cast in to their hindring;

The Prince was buried, but of his rising,

The Brethren were glad the truth was seene,
When they were washed by his naturall clensing;
And their old Leprie by Miracle was made cleane.

43. The full Moone halfe shaddowed the Sun,
To putt away the burning of his light;

Black shaddowed first the skyes were to dunn,
The Ravens bill began who looketh right,
Blacker than Jett or Bugle to fight;

But little and little by ordinary apparance,

The temperate fire with his cherishing might
Turned all to white, but with noe violence.

44. Tyme to the Queene approched of Childing,
The Child of Nature was ready to fly,

Passage was there to his out going:

He spread his wings and found no liberty;

Of nyne Virgins he devoured three,

The other six most excellent and faire,

Fearfull for dread in their greatest beauty,
Spread their feathers and flew forth in the Aire.

45. The Child coloured first Black, and after White
Having noe heate in very existence,

But by cherishing of the Sun bright,

Of forraine fire there was no violence:

Save that men say which have experience,

He drank such plenty of the Water of the well,
That his six sisters made noe resistance;

But would have devowred; Dasten can you tell.

46. Sometymes black, sometymes was he redd,
Now like ashes, now Citrine of Colour:

Now of Safforne hew, now Sanguine was his head,
Now white as a lylie he shewed him in his bower,
The Moone gave nourishment to him in his labour;
And with all their dorce did their buisnes,

To cloath him fresher then any flowre,

With a mantle of everlasting whitnes.

Discription of the Stone

Back to English alchemical verse




A Discription of the Stone.

Though Daphne fly from Phoebus bright,
Yet shall they both be one,

And if you understand this right,

You have our hidden Stone.

For Daphne she is faire and white:

But Volatile is she;

Phoebus a fixed God of might,

And red as blood is he.

Daphne is a Water Nymph,

And hath of Moysture store,

Which Phoebus doth consume with heate,
And dryes her very sore.

They being dryed into one,

Of christall flood must drinke,

Till they be brought to a white Stone:
Which wash with Virgins milke,

So longe untill they flow as wax,

And no fume you can see,

Then have you all you neede to aske,
Praise God and thankfull be.

Hunting of the Greene Lyon

Back to English alchemical verse

The Hunting of the Greene Lyon.

ALL haile to the noble Companie

Of true Students in holy Alchimie,

Whose noble practice doth hem teach

To vaile ther secrets with mistie speach;
Mought yt please your worshipfulnes

To heare my silly soothfastnes,

Of that practise which | have seene,

In hunting of the Lyon Greene:

And because you may be apaid,

That ys truth, that | have said;

And that you may for surety weene,

That | know well this Lyon Greene:

| pray your patience to attend

Till you see my short writt end,

Wherein lle keepe my noble Masters rede,
Who while he lived stoode me in steede;
At his death he made me sweare hym to,
That all the secrets | schould never undoe
To no one Man, but even Spread a Cloude
Over my words and writes, and so it shroude,
That they which do this Art desire,

Should first know well to rule their Fyre:
For with good reason yt doth stand,



Swords to keep fro mad Mens hand:

Least th'one shoul, kill th'other burne,

Or either doe some fore shroud turne:

As some have done that | have seene,

As they did hunt thys Lyon Greene.

Whose collour doubtles ys not soe,

And that your wisdomes well doe know;

For no man lives that each hath seens
Upon foure feete a Lyon colloured Greene:
But our Lyon wanting maturity,

Is called greene for unripenes trust me,

And yet full quickly he can run,

And soone can overtake the Sun:

And suddainely can hym devoure,

If they be both shut in one towre:

And hym Eclipse that was so bryght,

And make thys redde to turne to whyte:

By vertue of hys crudytie,

And unripe humors whych in hym be,

And yet wything he hath such heate,

That whan he hath the Sun up eate,

He bringeth hym to more perfection,

Than ever he had by Natures direccion.
This Lyon maketh the Sun sith [fith] soone
To be joined to hys Sister the Moone:

By way of wedding a wonderous thing,

Thys Lyon should cause hem to begett a King:
And tis as strange that thys Kings food,

Can be nothing but thys Lyons Blood;

And tis as true that thys ys none other,
Than ys it the Kings Father and Mother.

A wonder a Lyon, and Sun and Moone,

All these three one deede have done:

The Lyon ys the Preist, and the Sun and Moone #udw
Yet they were both borene in the Lyons Bedd;
And yet thys King was begott by none other,
But by Sun and Moone hys owne Sister and Brother.
O noble Master of pardon | you pray,
Because | did well-neere bewray

The secret which to me ys so deare,

For | thought none but Brothers were here:
Than schould I make no doubt,

To have written plainley out,

But for my fealty | must keepe aye,

lle turn my pen another way,

To speake under Benedicite

Of thys noble Company:

Wych now perceives by thys,

That | know what our Lyon ys.

Although in Science | am noe Clerke,

Yet | have labour'd in thys warke:

And truly wythouten any nay,

If you will listen to my lay:

Some thing thereby yow may finde,

That well may content your minde,

| will not sweare to make yow give credence,



For a Philosopher will find here in evidence,
Of the truth, and to men that be Lay,

| skill not greatly what they say.

For they weene that our Lyon ys
Common Quicksilver, but truly they miss:
And of thys purpose evermore shall fayle,
And spent hys Thrift to Itle availe,

That weeneth to warke hys wyll thereby,
Because he doth soe readely flie;
Therefore leave off ere thou begin,

Till thow know better what we meane;
Whych whan thow doest than wilt thou say
That | have tought thee a good lay,

In that whych | have said of thee before,
Wherefore lysten and marke well my lore.
Whan thow hast they Lyon with Sol and Luna wellded
And layd them clenly in their Bedd;

An easie heate they may not misse,

Till each the other well can kisse;

And that they shroude them in a skin,
Such as an Egg yelke lyeth in:

Than mus thow draw from thence away,
A right good secret withouten any nay:
Wych must serve to doe thee good'

For yt ys the Lyons Blood:

And therewith must be the King fedd,
When he ys risen from the dead:

But longe tyme it wilbe,

Or ere his death appear to thee;

And many a sleepe thow must lack,

Or thow hym see of Collour black.

Take heede yow move hym not with yre,
But keepe hym in an easy fyre;

Untill you see hym separate,

From hys vile Erth vituperate;

Wych wilbe black and light withall,

Much like the substance of a fusball:
Your magnet in the midst wilbe,

Of Collour faire and white trust me;

Then whan you you see all thys thing,
Your fire one degree increasing;

Untill yow well may se thereby,

Your matter to grow very dry:

The yt ys fit wythout delay,

The excrements be tane away;

Prepare a Bed most bryght and shine
For to lodge this young Chylde in:

And therein let hym alone lye,

Till he be thoughly dry;

Than ys tyme as | doe thinke,

After such drouth to give him drinke:

But thereof the truth to shew,

Is greate secret wekk | know;

For Philosophers of tyme old,

The secret of Imbibition never out tould,;
To create Magnesia they made no care,



In their Bookes largely to declare;

But how to order it after hys creacion,

The left poore men without consolacion;

Soe many men thought they had had perfeccion,
But they found nothing in their Projeccion:
Therefore they mard what they had made before,
And of Alchimy they would have no more.
Thus do olde Fathers hide it from a Clearke,
Because in it consisteth the whole subtill warke;
Wych if ye lift of me to know,

| shall not faile the truth to shew.

Whan your pure matter in the glasse is fitt,
Before that you your vessell shitt;

A portion of your Lyons sweate

Must be given it for to eate:

And they must be grounded so well together,
That each fro other will flee now whither;
Then must you seale up your Glasse,

And in hys Furnace where he was,

You must set them there to dry.

Which being done then truly,

You must prepare like a good Phisitian,

For another Imbibition:

But evermore looke that you dry

Up all hys drinke, that none lye by,

For if yow make hym drink too free,

The longer will your workeing be,

And yf you let hym be too dry,

Than for thirst your Child may dye;
Wherefore the meane to hold is best,

Twixt overmoyst and too much rost [roft];

Six tymes thy Imbibtions make,

The seaventh that Saboath's rest betake:
Eight dayes twixt ilke day of the six,

To dry up moist and make it fix;

Then at the nynth tyme thy Glasse up seale,
And let him stand six weeks each deale:
With his heate tempered so right,

That Blackness passed he may grow white;
And so the seaventh weeke rest him still,

Till thow Ferment after thy will;

Which if thow wilt Ferment for Whyte,
Thereby thow gainst noe greate prifitt;

For | assure thee thow needest not dred,

To proceede with fire till all be Redd;

Than must thow proceede as did Philosophers old
To prepaire thy Ferment of peure Gold,
Which how to doe though secret that it be,
Yet will | truly teach it thee.

In the next Chapter as erst | did say,

That soe the truth finde yow may,

Therefore of Charity and for our Lords sake,
Let noe man from my writings take

One word, nor add thereto,

For certainly if that he doe,

He shall shew malice fro the which | am free,



Meaning truth and not subtilty;

Which | refer to the Judgement

Of those which ken the Philosophers intent:
Now listen me with all your might,

How to prepare your Ferment right.

O noble Worke of workes that God has wrought,
Whereby each thing of things are forth aye broght;
And fitted to their generacion,

By a noble Fermentacion;

Which Ferment must be of such a thing,

As was the workes begyning;

And if thow doe progresse aright

Whan thow hast brought the worke to whight;
And than to stay is thy intent,

Doe after my Comandement;

Worke Luna by her selfe alone,

With the blood of the Greene Lyon:

As earst thow didst in the begining,

And of three didst make one thing,

Orderly yeilding forth right,

Till thy Magnet schew full whyte;

Soe must thow warke all thy Ferment,

Both White and Red, else were yt shent.
Red by yt selfe and soe the White,

With the Lyons Blood must be deight;

And if thow wilt follow my lore,

Set in thy Ferment the same houre,

Of Sol for Redd, of Luna for White,

Each by himself let worke tight;

Soe shall thy Ferment be ready edress,

To feed the King with a good mess

Of meates that fitt for his digestion,

And well agreeing to his Complexion;

If he be of Collour White,

Feed hym than with Luna bright;

If his flesh be perfect Red,

Than with the Sun he must be fedd,

Your Ferment one fourth parte must be,
Into your Magnet made evenly,

And joyne hem warme and not cold,

For raw to ripe you may be bold

Have disagreement soe have heate and cold:
Therefore put hem warme into thy Glasse,
Then seale it up even as it was:

And Circle all till yt be wonne,

By passing degrees every each one:

Both black and whyte, and also redd,

Than of the Fire heere have noe dread;

For he will never dreade the fyre,

But ever abide thy desire.

And heere a secret to thee | must shew,
How to Multeplie that thow must know,

Or else it wilbe over micle paine

For thee to begin thy worke againe:

| say to thee that in noe fashion,

It's so well Multeplied as with continuall Firmetitan:



And sure far it will be exalted at the last,

And in Projeccion ren full fast:

Therefor in the fyre keepe Firment alway,
That thy Medicine augment mayst aye;

For yf the maid doe not her leaven save, (crave;
Then of her Neighbours sche must needs goe
Or sche must stay till sche can make more,
Remember the Proverbe that store is no sore:
Thus have | tought thee a lesson, full of truth,
If thow be wicked therefore my heart is reuth:
Remember God hys blessing he can take,
Whan he hath given it, if abuse any you make,
For surely if thow be a Clerke,

Thow wilt finde trewth in thys werke:

But if so be that thow be lay,

And understond not what | say,

Keepe Councell then and leve thy Toy,

For it befitts no Lymmer loy,

To medle with such grete secresie:

As ys thys hygh Phylosophy.

My Councell take, for thow schalt finde it true,
Leave of seeking thys Lyon to pursue,

For hym to hunt that ys a prety wyle,

Yet by hys Craft he doth most Folke beguile,
And hem devour and leave hem full of care,
Wherefore | bidd thee to beware.

And Councell give thee as my frend,

And so my Hunting here | end.

Praying God that made us we may not myss
To dwell with hym in hys Hevenly blyss.

Hermes Bird

Back to English alchemical verse

Hermes Bird.

Problemis of olde likenes and fuguris,

Wych proved byn fructuos of sentens;

And have auctorite grounded in Scripture,

By resemblaunce of notabil apperence;
Wych moralites concludyng on prudence:
Lyke as the Bibel reherseth be wryting,

How Trees sum tyme chese hemselfe a King.

2. First in theyre choise they namyd the Olyve
To regne among hem, ludicium doth expres;
But he hymselfe can excuse hym blyue,

He myght not foresake hys fatnes:

Nor the Fig-tree hys amorus swetnes:

Nor the Vyne hys holsum fresche terrage:
Wych gyveth comfort to all manner of age.



3. And sembleabil Poyetes laureat,

By derke parables full convenient;
Feynein that Birdis and Bests of estate,
As rial Egeles and Lyons by assent,

Sent owte writtes to hole a Parlement;
And made degrees brevely for to sey,
Sum to have Lordschip and sum to Obey.

4. Egeles in the Eyre hyghest take theyre flyght,
Power of Lyons on the growne ys sene;

Cedre amonge Trees highest ys of sight,

And the Laurer of nature ys ever grene,

Of flowris all Florra Goddes and Quene:

Thus of all thyng ther byn diversites,

Sum of estate and sum of lower degres.

5. Poyetys write wonderfull lyknes,

And Covert kepe hemselfe full clos;

They take Bestes and Fowles to witnes:

Of whos feynyng Fabelis furst a ros,

And here | cast unto my purpos,

Owte of the Frensche a tale transcelate,
Whych in a Pamphlet | red and saw as | sate.

6. Thys Tale wych y make of mencion,

In gros reherseth playnely to declare,
Thre Proverbys payed for raunsome

Of a fayre Byrde that was take in a snare,
Wonder desirus to scape owte of hir care:
Of myne Auctor followyng the prosses,
So as it fel in Order y schall expres.

7. Whilom ther was in a small vilage,

As my Auctor maketh rehesal;

A Chorle the wich had lust and gret corage,
Within hymselfe by hys deligent travel,

To array hys Garden with notabil reparel:
Oflenght and brede y lyche square and long,
Heggyd and dychyd to make yt sure and strong.

8. All the Aleys made playne with Sande,
Benches coverid with new Turves grene,

Set Erbes with Condites at the ende;

That wellid up agen the Sun schene,

Lyke Silver stremys as any cristal clene:

The burbely Waves up ther on boylyng,
Rownde as Beral theyr bemys owte chedyng.

9. Mides the Garden stode a fresh Lawrer,
Ther on a Byrde syngyng both day and night;
With shinyng federis brighter then Gold weer,
Wych wyth hir song made hevy hertis lyght;
For to behold hit was an hevenly syght:

How towerd evyn and in the dawnyng,

Sche dyd her payne most ameus to syng.



10. Esperus enforced hyr corage,

Towerd evyn when Phebus went to nest;
Amonges the braunches to hir avauntage:
To syng hir complyn as yt was best,

And at the rysyng to the Quene Alcest

To syng ageyne as hit was to hir dew,
Erly on the morrow the day-fter to [falew].

11. Hit was a very hevenly melody,

Evyn and Morne to her the Byrd song;

And the [sote] sugeryd Armony:

Of uncoud Warbelis and twenes drew along,
That al the Garden of the noyse rong:

Tyll on a morow that Tytan schone ful cler,
The Byrd was trapped and cawt in a Panter.

12. The Chorle was glad that he thys Byrd hath take
Mere of cher loke and of visage:

And in all hast he cast for to make

Within hys howse a Iytil prati Cage,

And with hir songto rejoyce hys corage:

And with at the last the sely Byrd abrayede,

And sobirly to the Chorle sche sayde:

13. I am now take and stond under daunger,
Hold streyte that y may not fle;

Adew my song and al my notes cler,

Now that y have lost my liberte,

Now y am thrall and sumtyme was fre:

And trust wel y stand in distres,

Y can nat syng ne make no gladnes.

14. And thogh my Cage forged were of Gold
And the penacles of Beral and Cristal:

Y remember a Proverbe sayde of olde;
Who lisit hys fredom in sooth he ys in thral,
For me had laver upon a brance smale,
Merle to syng amonge the wodis grene,
Than in a Cage of Golde bryght and chene.

15. Songe and Presun have no acordaunce,
Trowys thow y wyl syng in Presun,

Song procedet of joy and in plesaunce;

And Presun causeth deth and destruction,
Ryngyng of Feteris maketh no mere [sown];
Or how schoulde he be glad and jocownde,
Ageyn hys wil that lyth in cheynys bownde.

16. What avayleth a Lyon to be Kyng of Bestes
Fast schut in a Tower of ston alone;

Or an Egell under stryte cheynys,

Called also the Kyng of Fowlys everichon,

Fy on Lordschyp than Liberte ys gon:

Answer herto and hit nat a start,

Who syngeth mere that syngeth not with hert.



17. If thow wilt rejoyce the of my syngyng,
Let me go fleen fre fro dawnger:

And everyday in the mornyng

Y will repayre to thy Lawrer,

And fressely to syng with notis cler;
Under thi Chaumber or afore thy Hal,
Every season when thow lyst me cal.

18. To be schut and pyned under drede,

No thyng acordyng to my nature:

Though | were fed with Mylke and Wastelbrede;
And swete Crudis brought to my pasture,

Yet had y lever do my bese cure:

Erly in the morow to scrape in the Vale,

To fynde my dener amongs the Wormys smale.

19. The Laborer ys gladder at hys Plough,
Erly on the morrow to fede hym on bakon:
Then sum ben that have tresour y nowgh;
And no fredom with hys pocession;

To go at large but as Bere at the stake,
To pas hys bonde but yf he leve take.

20. Take thys answer ful for conclusion,

To synge in prison thow schalt not me constreyne:
Tyll y have fredom in woddis up and downe:

To fle at large on bowys both rough and plaine,
And of reson thow schuldest not disdeyn:

Of my desyre but laugh and have good game,

But who ys a Chorle wold every man wer the same.

21. Well quod the Chorle sith hit woll not be,
That y dsyre by my talkyng;

Magre thy wyll thow schalt chefe on of thre:
Within a Cage merele to syng,

Or to the Kychyn y schall thy bode brynge:
Pul thy federis that byn so bryght and clere,
And after rost or bake the to my dynere.

22. The quod the Byrde to resson y sey not ney,
Towching my song a ful answer thow hast:

And when my federis pulled byn awey,

If y be rosted or bake in a past,

Thow schalt of me hve a smal repaste:

But yf thow wylt werke by my councel,

Thow mayst by me have gret avayle.

23. If thow wolt to my rede assent,

And suffer me go frele fro Preson:

Witowte raunsom or any oder rent;

Y schall the gyf a notabil grete gwerdon,
The thre grete Wysdoms acording to reson;
Mor of valew, take hede what y profer,
Than al the Gold that ys shet in thy Cofer.

24. Trust me wel y schal the not deceyve.



Well quod the Chorle tel and let se:

Nay quod the Byrde a forne conseyve;
Who schal teche of Reson he most go fre,
Hit fitteth a Master to have his Liberte:
And at large to teche hys lesson,

Hafe me not suspecte y mene no treson.

25. Wel quod the Chorle y holde me content,

Y trust the promys which thow hast made to me;
The Byrde fle forth the Chorle was of sent:

And toke hys flight up to the Lawrer tre,

Then thought sche thus now that y stand fre:
With snaris panters y cast not al my lyve,

Nor wyth no lyme twygges no more to strive.

26. He ys a Fole that schaped ys daungere,
That broke hys feteris and fled ys fro Preson,
For to resort agene: for brente childe dreds fyre:
Eche man bewar of Wisdom and reson,

Of suger strawed that hideth false poyson;

Ther ys no venom so perilus in scherpnes,

As whan yt hath triakcle of lyknes.

27. Who dredeth no perell in perell he schal falle,
Smothe Waters byn of fithes depe:

The Quayle pipe can most falsely calle;

Tyl the Quayle under the net doth crepe;

A bleryed Fowler trust not thogh he wepe:
Exchew hys thumble, of weping take no hede,
That small Byrds can nyp by the hede.

28. And now that y such a daunger am scaped,
Y wyl bewar and afore provide:

That of no Fowlar y wil no more be Japed,
From theyre lyme twygges to fly far asyde,
There perel ys perel to abyde:

Com ner thow Chorle, take hede to my speche;
Of thre Wysdomys that y schal the teche.

29. Yes not of Wysdom to hasty credness,
To every Tale nor eche tyding:

But consyder of Reson and Prudens;

Among Talys ys many a grete lesyng,

Hasty credens hath cawsed grete hynderyng:
Report of talis and tydyngys brought up new,
Maketh many a man ful on trew.

30. For on party take thys for my Raunsom,
Lerne the second grownded of scripture:
Desyre thow not by no condicion

Thyng that ys ympossybyl to recure,
Worldly desyres stante alle in a venture:
And who desyreth to soare hygh a lofte,
Oft tyme by foden turne he falleth on softe.

31. The thyrd is thys, bewar both even and morrow,



Forget yt nought but lerne thys of me:

For Tresor lost, make never to grete Sorrow;
Wych in no wyfe may not be recovered be,

For who that taketh sorrow for loss in that degree:
Reken fyrst hys losse, and after reken hys peyne,
Of one sorrow he maketh Sorrowys twenyne.

32. Aftur thys Lesson the Byrde began a songe,
Of hyr ascape gretely rejoycyng

And sche remembered hyr alleso of the wronge
Don by the Chorle, fyrst at hyr takyng,

And of the affray, and of hyr impresonyng:

Glad that sche was a large and owte of drede,
Seyde unto hym hoveryng above hys hede,

33. Thow were quod sche a very natural Fole

To suffer me departe of thy lewdnes:

Throw owthtys of right to complaine and make dole,
And in thy hert have gret hevenes,

That thow hast lost so passyng grete riches:

Wych myght suffice by valew in rekeyng

To pay the raunsom of a mighty Kyng.

34. Ther ys a Stone wych ys called Fagownce,
Of olde engendered within myne entrayle:
Wych of fyne Golde poyseth a grete unce;
Setryne of Colors lyke Garnetis of entayle,
Wych makyth men victorius in batayle;

And who that bereth on hym thys Stone,

Ys ful asured ageyne hys mortal Fone.

35. Who hath thys in poscession,

Schal suffer no Povert ne non Indygens:
But of Tresour have plente and foyson,

And every Man schal don hym reverence,
And non Enemy schal don hym non offence;
But from thi hondes now that | am gone,
Pleyne gyf thow wilt for thy parte ys none.

36. As y the abrayde her before,

Of a stone now that | had:

The wych now thow hast forelore;

Be all refon thow schuld ys ben sad,
And in thi hert nothyng glad:

Now Chorle y the tel in my device,

| was eyred and bred in swite Paradyce.

37. Now mo namys y schal the tel,

Of my stone that y cal Fagownce:

And of hys vertuis with hys smel;

That ben so swete and so odferus,

Wyth Ennock and Ely hath be my servis:

My swete songe that sowndeth so scherpe,
Wyth Angelles voyse that passeth eny harpe.

38. The nigrum deamond that ys in Morienis sees



And the white Charbonkkel that rolleth in wave;
The setryne Reby of rych degrees:

That passeth the stonys of comen sawe,

In the Lapidery ys grown by olde lawe;

He passeth all stonys that ys under hevyn,
After the cowrse of kynde by the Planets sevyn.

39. Hyt ys for none Chorle to have schuch tresour,
That exsedeth alle Stonys in the lapidery:

And of alle vertuis he bereth the flowr,

Wyth all joy and grace yt maketh man mery,

That in thys worlde schal never byn [sory];

Now very Chorle thow passeth thy gras,

Y am at my leberte even as | was.

40. As Clerkys fyndeth in the Bybell,

At paradys yatis whan he was cast;

By an Angel both fayr and styll,

A downe Kyng Elysawnder ther | threst,

And of all stonys yt was y lest;

Soche stonys in place few ben y brought,
Soroful ys the Chorle and heavy in hys thowte.

41. Now more Chorle yt tel y can,

And thow wolt to me take hede:

The Byrde of Ermes ys my name,

In all the worlde that ys so wyde,

Wyth gletering of grace by every syde,
Hose me myght have in hys covertowr,
He wer rychcher than eny Emperowr.

42. Elysawnder the conquerowr my Ston smot downe
Upon hys helme whan hyt pyght:

No mor then a pese that ys so rownde,

Hyt was ther to no manys fyght,

That leyde fo pleyne the manly Knyght;

Now y tel the wyth melde Stevyn,

Thys myghty grace cam owte fro hevyn.

43. Hit cawseth Love and maketh man Gracius,
And favorabel in ever mannes fyght:

Hit maketh acorde of two Folks envyus;
Comforteth Sorowful and maketh hevy herts lyght,
Lyke passyng of colur Sunny bright:

Y am a fole to tel the at onys,

Or to teche a Chorle the pryce of precious Stonys.

44. Men schalle not put a precius Margareyt,
As Rubeys, Saferys, and odther Stonys ynde;
Emeraudys, nor rownde Perlys whyte,

Byfore rude Swyne that love draffe of kinde:
For a Sowe delyteth hyr as y fynde

Mor in fowle draffe hyr Pygges for to glad,
Than al the Perry that comes owte of Granade.

45. Heche thyng drawes to hys semblable,



Fysshes in the See, Bestys on the Stronde;
The Eyr for Fowlys ys Commendabyl,

To the Plowghman for to tyll hys Londe,
And to a Chorle a Muk-forke in hys honde.
Y lese my tyme eny more to tare

To tell the bewar of the Lapidare.

46. That thow haddest thow getyst no more,
Thi Lyme twygges and Panters y defie;

To let me gon thow were fowle over seen,

To lese the richches only of [solye]:

Y am now fre to syng man to fle

Wher that my list: and he is a Fole at all

That goth at large, and maketh hymselfe thrall.

47. To here of Wisdome thi neres be halfe defe,
Like a [Nasse] that lysteth upon a Harpe;

Thow must go pype in a lve leffe:

Better ys to me to syng on Thornes scharpe,
Than in a Cage wyth a Chorle to carpe:

For hyt was seyd of Folks many yere agone,

A Chorles Chorle is oft woe be gone.

48. Now Chorle y have the her tolde,

My vertuys her wyth grete experience;

Hyt were to sume man better than Golde;

To the yt ys no fructius a sentence,

As Chepys Croke to the ys better than a Launce:
Adew now Globbe wyth herte fore,

In Chorles clowchys com y never more.

49. The Chorle felt hys herte part in twenyne,
For very sorow and in sunder ryve:

Alas quod he y may wel wepe and pleyne;
As a wreche never lyke to thryve,

But for to indure in povert all my lyve:

For of foly and wylfulness,

Y have now lost all holy my ryches.

50. | was a Lorde y crye owte on Fortune,
And had grete Tresor late in my keeping;
Wych myght heve made me long to continue;
Wyth that ilke Stone to have levyd a Kyng,
Yfy had set hyt in a Ryng:

Borne it upon me y had gode y nowe,

Than schuld y no mor have gon to the plowe.

51. Whan the Byrde saw the Chorle thus morne,
That he was hevy of hys cherem

Sche take her flyght and agayne return:
Towards hym and sayd as ye schal here,

O dull Chorle wisdom for to lere;

That y the taute all ys lefe behynde,

Reysed awey and clene owte of thy meynde.

52. Taw tey the not thys Wysdome in sentens,



To every tale brought up of new,

Not to hastyle gyf not ther to credens;

Unto tyme thow know hit be trew,

All ys not Gold that scheweth Goldys hew:
Nor stonys all by nature as y finde,

Byn not Saferus that schewyth colour ynde.

53. In thys Doctryne y lost my labour,

To teche the such Proverbys of substaunce;

Now mayst thow see thy lewd blynde error;

For all my body poysed in Balans,

Weyth not a nounce lewdw ys thi remembraunce;
Yet have y mor poyse closyd in myne entrayle,
Than all my Body set for Countervayle.

54. All my Body weyth not an unce,

How myght y have then in me a ston:

That poyseth mor than doth a grete Fagounce:
Thy brayne ys dull thi witte almost gon,

Of hre Wysdoms thow hast lost on;

Thow schulds not after my sentence,

To every tale gese to hastyly credence.

55. | badde also bewar both even and morrowe,
For thynge lost by suden adventur;

Thow schulds not make to moche sorow;

Whan thow seyst thow mayst not hit recover,
Her thow sayest wych doth thy besy cure;

In the snare to catch me agayne,

Thow art a Fole thy labor ys in vayne.

56. In the thyrde aslo thow dost rave,

Y bad thow schulds in no manner wise
Covet thyng the wych thow mayst not have,
In wych thow hast fogetyn myne empryse,
Thaty may say playnly to devyse,

Thow hast in madnes forget yn all thre,
Notabyl Wysdomys that y taute the.

57. Hit wer but foly mor wyth the to carpe,

Or to teche of Wysdomys mor or lesse;

Y holde hym madde that bryngs forth hys Harpe,
Theron to teche a rode for dollyd Asse,

And mad ys he that syngyth a Fole a Masse:
And he ys most madd that doth hys besynesse,
To teche a Chorle the termys of Gentlenesse.

58. And semeblabilly in Apryll and in May,
Whan gentyl Byrds most make melody;

But the Cockow can syng butoo lay;

In odthir tewnys sche hath no fantesy:

Thus every thyng as Clerks do specify;

As Frute on the Trees, and Folke of every age,
Fro whense they come they have a tallage.

59. The Wynter tretyth of hys Welsom wyndys,



Of the gentyll Frute bostys the Gardener;
The Fysher castyth hys hokys and hys lynys,
To catche Fysshe in the fresh Revyr,

Of tyllyth of Londe tretyth the powre;

The Gentylman tretyth of Gentry,

The Chorle delytith to speke rebawdry.

60. All on to a Faucon and a Kyte,

As good an Owle as a Popyngay;

A dunghyll Douke as deyntieth as a Snyte,
Who servys a Chorle hase many a wofull day,
Y cast me never her after mor with the play;
To fore Chorle any more to syng,

Of Wysdom to carpe in my lyfyng.

61. The Folke that schall thys Fabyl se and rede,
New Forged Talys y councel them to fle

For lesse of Good take not to grete hede,

But not Sorowfull for noon adversyte;

Covet not thyng that may not be,

And remember wher ye goan,

A Chorlys Chorle ys ofte wo begon.

62. Unto purpose thys Proverbe ys ful ryve,
Redde and reported by olde remembraunce:
A Chylds Byrde, and a Chorlys Wyfe,

Hath ofte sythys sorrow and mischaunce.
Who hath Fredom hath sufficiaunce:

Better ys Freedom wyth lytle in gladnes,

Than to be a Chorle wyth all worldly rychches.

63. Go lytyl Quiar and rcommaunde me

To my Mayster wyth humbyl affeccyon,

Be sekyng hym lowly of mersy and pete

Of thys rude makyng to ha compassion:

And towchyng thys Translacyon

Owte of the Frenshe, how so ever the Englyshe be,
All thyng ys sayd under correccyon,

Wyth supportation of yowr benygnite.

Finis.

The Hermet's Tale

Back to English alchemical verse

The Hermet's Tale.

In Pilgrimage one onely thing | found

Of worth in Lemnes nere to Vulcan's shopp,
A Christall founteine runnig under ground,
Between a Vally and a Mounteins topp.
Pleas'd with this sight, | bid a Hermite tell



The story of the place, who there did dwell.

Within this Vale a hallowe dusky Cave

There is (quoth he) of greate Antiquity,

Where plumes of Mars blew greene and red you have:
Torne from his crest for his Iniquity.

The Troope of Smiths, as he for Venus lay,

Supris'd and tooke him, yett he gett away.

For as the Cyclops him in tryumph brought,

To halting Vulcan to receive his doome,

They lifted up his beaver, and found nought

But vacant place and Armour in the roome.

Of th'armour then they thought they had good prize,
But working it they found itt scyndarize.

The Smiths amaz'd finding themselves deluded,
Satt all in Counsaile in their Masters Denne,
Deliberating well, at length concluded,

There is no equall War twixt Godds and men,
Lett's finde the Angry God and pardon crave,
Lett's give him Venus our poore selves to save.

They sought in Heaven Mars knew his fact so bad,
He came out there, then one began to tell,
Saturne turn'd from his Throne, a Place had

Not far from thence, hard by this Christall Well.
Thither they wen, and found two Gods alone,
Sitting within a darke, but glittering throne.

Down fell old Vulcan on his crooked knee,

And said forgive, O mighty God of Warr,

My servants and my selfe (once God as yee)

Then use thy will with Venus my faire starr.

Saturne (quoth Mars) and | must not yet part,
Though shee for whom th'art pard'ned hath my heart.

With this the Cuckold with his sweaty Troope
Went to Forge and seem'd to make a legg,

Att every steppe, where halting made him stoope,
In thankes to Mars, granting what he did begg;

In whose remembrance you shall ever have
Syndars, and fetters in that hollow Cave.

But lett me tell you all that then befell,

love seeing this, meaning the Smith to right,
Sent downe a winged God, he trusted well,
Disguis'd in habitt of a shineing light,

Which to the Vally from the Hill's high topp,
Affrighted all the Smiths in Vulcans shopp.

A voyce was heard from loves Embassadour,
To summon Mars t'appeare before the Gods:
With Saturne forth came Venus Paramour:
Thinkeing with might to gett of right the odds:
Downward came he 9 myles, they upward fower,



All mett in mist, he fledd, they nere went lower.

Vulcan came hobling up to se what's done,

He findes nor light, nor Gods, but other shape;

To witnesse of this fact he calles the Sonne,

Who streght cryes Murther, and made hast to scape:
Sme dyeing Soule groan'd forth, Apollo stay,

Helpe wise Apollo ere thou goest away.

With this Apollo lookeing round about,

Espies this fountaine knowes the voice was here,
And boweing downe to finde the party out,
Himselfe unto himselfe doth streyght appeare.
There gaz'd he till a sturdy showre of rayne
Tooke wise Apollo from himselfe againe.

Farewell Apollo then Apollo sayd,

To morrow when this storme is fully past,

lle turne and bring some comfortable ayd,

By which lle free thee ere the latter cast.
Then did itt cry as if the voice were spent,
Come sweete Apollo, soe itt downwards went.

Vulcan went to his Forge, the Sonne to bed,
But both were up betimes to meete againe;
Next morne after the storme a pale foule dead
Was found att bottome of this faire Fountaine.
Smith (said Apollo) helpe to lade this spring,
That | may raise to life yonder dead thing.

Then Vulcan held Apollo by the heele,

While he lades out the Waters of the Well;
Boweing and straining made Apollo feele
Blood from his nose, that in the fountaine fell.
Vulcan (quoth he) this Accident of blood

Is that or nought must does this Creature good.

He spake the word, and Vulcan sawe itt done,
Looke Sol (said he) | see itt changeth hue,
Fewe Gods have vertue like to thee o Sonne,
From pale itt is become a ruddy blue;

Vulcan (quoth Phoebus) take itt to thy forge,
Warme it, rubb it, lett itt caste the Gorge.

Thus Vulcan did, itt spued the Waters out,
And then itt spake and cry'de itt was a cold;
Then Vulcan stuft and cloath'd it round about,
And made the Stone as hott as ere itt would.
Thus fourteene dayes itt sickly did indure,
The Sonne came every day to se the cure.

As itt grewe well the Colours went and came,

Blew, Blacke, White, Redd, as by the warmth & heate
The humours moved were within the same,

Then Phoebus bid him put it in a sweate;

Which Vulcan plyed soe well, it grue all Red,



Then was itt found, and cald for drinke and bread.

Stay (quoth Apollo) though itt call for meate,
Digestion yett is weake, ‘twill breede relapse,

By surfett, therefore eye you lett itt eate,

Some little exercise were good perhapps,

Yett had itt broath alowde the strength to keep,

But when ‘twas on his leggs it would scarce creepe.

Sol sawe some reliques left of th'ould disease,

A solutine (quoth he) were good to clense,

With which the sickness he did so appease,

Health made the Patyent seeke to make amense;
Who went away three weekes, then brought a Stone,
That in projection yeelded ten for one.

This did he lay down att Apollo's feete,

And said by cureing one th'hast saved three:
Which three in this one present joyntly meete,
Offring themselves which are thine owne to thee.
Be our Physitian, and as we growe old,

Wee'le bring enough to make new worlds of Gold.

With that this Hermite tooke me by the hand
And ledd me to his Cell; Loe here (quoth he)
Could'st thou but stay, and truly understand
What thou now seest, thou knowst this Mystery.
| stayd, | saw, I tryd, and understood,

A Heav'n on Earth, and everlasting good.

The Magistry

Back to English alchemical verse

The Magistry

Through want of Skill and Reasons light
Men stumble at Noone day;

Whilst buisily our Stone they seeke,
That lyeth in the way.

Who thus do seeke they know not what
Is't likely they should finde?

Or hitt the Marke whereat they ayme
Better then can the Blinde?

No, Hermes Sonns for Wisdome aske
Your footesteps shee'le direct:
Shee'le Natures way and secret Cave
And Tree of lyfe detect.

Sun and Moone in Hermes Vessell
Learne how the Collours shew,



The nature of the Elements,
And how the Daisies grow.

Greate Python how Appollo flew,
Cadmus his hollow-Oake:

His new rais'd army, and lason how
The Fiery Steeres did yoke.

The Eagle which aloft doth fly

See that thou bring to ground;

And give unto the Snake some wings,
Which in the Earth is found.

Then in one Roome sure binde them both,
To fight till they be dead;

And that a Prince of Kingdomes three

Of both them shalbe bred,

Which from the Cradle to his Crowne,

Is fed with his owne blood;

And though to some it seemeth strange,
He hath no other Foode.

Into his Virgin-Mothers wombe,
Againe he enter must;

Soe shall the King by his new-byrth,
Be ten times stronger just.

And able is his foes to foile,

The dead he will revive:

Oh happy man that understands
This Medicen to atchive!

Hoc opus exigium nobis fert ire per altum.
December, 1633.

The Mistery of Alchymists

Back to English alchemical vers8ack to Ripley's works

The Mistery
of Alchymists,

Composed by Sir Geo: Ripley
Chanon of Bridlington.

When Sol in Aries and Phoebus shines bright,

The Elements reviving the new Year springing

The Son by his Vertue gives Nature & Light,

And moysture refresheth all things growing:

In the season of the Yeare when the Sun waxeth giarm
Freshly and fragrante the Flowers doe grow,



Of Natures subtill working we cannot discerne,
Nor yet by our Reason we can it not know,

In foure Elements is comprehended things Three,
Animalls, Vegetabills, Mineralls must be,

Of this is our Principle that we make our Stone,
Quality and Quantity is unknowne to many one.
Quiality (Father) would | faine know, Son.

Of what nature it is and what it hath in his kinde.
As Colours divers which on the ground do grow, Eath
Keep well this secret (Son) and marke it in thy eein
Without Proportion (Father) how should | it knovars
This working now is far from my minde

Nature and kinde (Son) together do grow, Father.
Quality by waight (Son) shalt thow never finde.

To Separate Elements (Father) | must needes knomv, S
Either in Proportion which be more or less.

Out of our Principle foure Elements thou shalt dr&ather.
Thou shalt neede nothing else that needefull is;
Our Principle in quality is so perfectly mixed,

By vertue of the Son and his quality,

So equally Joyned, so well mixed may be.

This Principle (Father) is but one thing, Son.
Good (Father) tel me where it doth grow.

In every place (Son) you shall him well finde; Fath
By Tast and by Colour thou shalt him well know;
Fowle in the Ayer with it doe fly,

And Fishes doe swim there with in the Sea,

With Reason of Angels you may it diserne,

Both Man and Woman to governe,

With our fixed Body (Son) we must thus begin.

Of him make Mercury and Water cleare,

Man and Woman is them within,

Married together by vertue of our Fire,

The Woman in he working is full wild,

Be well aware she goe not out;

Till she have conceived and borne a Chylde,
Then all his kin on him shal lout;

In their workes they be unstable,

The Elements they be so raw;

And their Colour so variable,

As sometyme like the head of a Crow,

When he is black ye may well like,

Putrefaction must go beforne,

After Blacke he wilbe White,

Then Thank ye God the Chyld is borne.

This Chyld is both King and Emperour,

Through his region both far and neere;

All the World doth him honour,

By the vertue he hath taken of the Fire:

His first Vertue is White and pure,

As any Christall shining cleere,

Of White tincture then be you sure;

By vertue taken of our Fire,

His first Vesture that is so White,

Betokeneth his Virginity,

A similitude even thereto like,



And according to the Trinity:

Our Medicen is made of things Three,
Against which the Philosophers cannot say nay,
The Father, the Sone in one degree,

Corpus, Spiritus & Anima.

When Nature is with Nature, thou mayst fruite finde
By proportion more or lesse,

In practice hereof many men be blinde,
Because they understand not what Nature is;
His second Vesture as Gold is Red,

In his Vessel bright shining,

A Daidem set on his head,

Richer than any earthly thing.

His third Vesture is Purple pure,

Like Sun-beames he shineth bright and clere,
Of Red tincture then be you sure:

By the vertue he hath taken our Fire.

My beloved Son | command thee,

As thou wilt have my love and blessing,

That unto God kneele on thy knee,

Unto him give laude and thankeing;

For theis guifts of grace geven unto thee,

To have trew knowledge of this worthy Scyence,
That many men seeke by land and sea,

And cannot finde it for any expence:

| shall shew thee my Son a hid Secret,
Beacause thou art vertuous in thy living,

Of me else shouldst thou never it weet,

And for thou art wife in thy Councell keeping,
And therefore | charge thee on my blessing,
Not to shew it to any man living,

For it is the first Principle of our blessed Stone,
Through which our noble worke is releeved,
Note well that | shew now to thee my Son,

If Sulphur be absent our worke is deprived;
Our Sulphur my Son is Water and Fire,
Constraining the Body till it be dead,

Oh hem thou hast never thy desire,

Till he be bloe as any Lead,

After all this he doth revive,

That in his Vessel before was dead;

| can no better in my reason contrive,

Then to figure him to the greate God head.
For as there dyedno more then One,
Howbeit that there be persons Three,

The Father, The Sone by might is one:

The holy Ghost make full our Trinity:

A similitude like unto our Stone,

In him ben things three which be concluded allrie,0
Our Sulphur is likened to the holy Ghost,

For he is quick, called the Spirit of Slyfe,

In his working of might he is most.

He raiseth our Body from death to lyfe,

Many (my Son) with him do rife,

The holy Gospell therein is expert,

The number of my reason cannot contrive,



Multum & quantum fructum adsert:

| liken our Sulphur to the Adamant Stone,
That Steele drawes to him naturally,

So doth our Sulphur the woman,

When she from her husband would flye.

| muse greatly (Father) and mervaile in minde, Son.
Whereof this Stone is ingendered,

And also of what manner of kinde,

For | have traveled many a Country,

In vallies low and on hills high,

And spurred therefore of foes and freind,

Yet could I never that Sulphur see,

Nor in any place wat | where him to finde.
Son he is made of the Elements, Father.

That God hath given both soule and lyfe,
From Mettall he may never be absent,

For he rules both man and wife.

Father | pray you for charity, Son.

Where shall | this Sulphur finde,

For perfectly | know him not by quality,

Nor yet to fore know him by kinde.

In our Water Son keep this in minde, Father.
For there he will appear as white as snow.
Gramarcy Father to me ye be full kinde, Son.
For through your teaching full well | it know,
Now Father | pray you for charity,

The while it is in your minde,

To ken the red Sulphur that you will teach me,
And then | trust your Doctrine to finde.

White and Red Son be both one in kinde, Father.
Now hast thou all thy desire,

Keepe well this secret and close it in thy minde,
His tincture and growing is by vertue of our Fire,
For in our Fire our Stone will grow,

And there his riches he doth encrease,

And so doth no Stone that | do know,

That in the fire will put him in prease;

We liken him therefore unto the Sun,

That to all Elements giveth light.

Never sith the World was begun,

Was any but he of so much might,

Were he never of so high degree,

Saphir, Diamond or Emarald Stone,

The Turcas, or the rich Ruby,

Of all vertuous Stones set ower alone,

The greatest Carbuncle that is full of light,
May not with our Stone Compaire,

For if they in the Fire should fight,

The Carbuncle of vertue should be full bare,
To destroy our Stone, Son that will not be,
The Elements in him be so equall;

He is an Oyle incumbustible,

And of all things most imperiall.

In which Elements (Father) is our Sulphur in? Son.
Is he in all, or in any one?

In all (Son) he needes must be, Father.



For Seperation of Elements make we none,
Sulphur in Elements Son we may not see,

By Nature in them he is so privily mixed,

In Elements he is a quality,

Our Stone will never else be perfectly fixed.
Quiality (Son) growes also in fire,

Betwixt the White Stone and the Redd,

For many Colours there will appere,

While the tyme the Woman be dead.

Father must the Woman needes be dead? Son.
Our Stone else my Son will never be Redd; Father.
For whereas a Woman is in presence,

There is much moysture and accidence,

Wetnes and humours in her be,

The which would drown'd our Quality;

Perceive well (Son) by Noahs flood,

To much moysture was never good.

Like as quality is hid in quantity,

So must our Erth in Waters be,

The riches in him thou shalt finde,

After alteration of kinde,

His Oyle in him is congelate,

This makes our Body liquefact,

Sulphur and Oyle all of one kinde,

Which makes oure Stone rich and couloring,

| cannot tell thee Son a richer thing,

Then he is in the Fire during,

The Fire to him may do no wrong,

Sulphur of Nature makes him so strong.

How to make our Stone (Father) | would faine kn&an.
In soft heates my (Son) Elements will meete, Father
Hast not to fast whilst they be rawe,

In the Vessell (Son) the better thou shalt him keep
Rule well the Fire and beware of the Lawe,

Shut well the Vessell for going forth of the Spirit
Soe shall you all things the better keepe;

For how to get him againe it is strange to know,
It is hard for some men to make Elements meete,
Keepe well this Secret Son and God daily praise,
Put into tht Vessell Water cleare,

And set it in Fire full forty dayes,

And then in the Vessell blackness will appeare,
When that he is black he will change tyte,

Many Colers in him then will appeare,

From coulour to colour till it be white,

The it is tyme Son to change the Fire,

And melt the heat to your desire,

And if you will have him White still,

Then must you your Medicine apply,

A dry Fire put him till,

And a moyst Fire naturally,

Till he be made fixed,

For to take Mercury before his flight,

As he is by nature privily mixed,

Of fusion then he shalbe light,

And if you to his proportion take,



Fine Luna then will he make,

So micle of piercing will he be,

Both fluxible with penetrabilitie;

And (Son) if thou wilt have thy Medicine Red,
In a dry Fire thou shalt him keepe,

Ever still in one steed,

That never your Vessell come to wet.

So hard, so heavy and so peircing, Son.
(Father) this a wonderous thing,

So hot, so moyst, so light, so wet,

This greate Secret Father will | keepe,

So white, so red, so profitable,

Of all Stones most incomparable.

He may do more than any King, Father.

He is so rich Son in his working,

Gould and Silver men would faine have,
Poore and rich for it do crave,

Thay that of it have most aboundance,

Of the people have most obaisance,

To serve them both day and night,

And in the feeld will for it fight,

Therefore Son upon my blessing,

Keepe secretly this precious cunning,

Of thy Councell make neither King nor Knight,
If they knew they would set it light;

For when they have what they will,

God's curse wil come they say the untill,
For had I wist and had | wend,

That commeth evermore behinde,

Our Mercury my (Son) is white and thin,

In our Vessell shinimg bright and cleere,
Our Sulphur is in him within,

Burning him more then our dry Fire,

He fixes him more in one yeare,

By his naturall working | understand,

Then doth the Sonne by his dry Fire,

The years a long thousand,

In short space we may have done,

When our Medicine thou wilt assay,

Thou maist make both Sol and Lune,

In lesse space then in one day.

Father is it Water in the well springing, Son.
Or is it the Water in the river running?
Other Water (Father) can | not finde.

Noe (Son) it is of another kinde,

Howbeit it is Water cleere,

Our Sulphur in him is soe cleving,

He may not be departed by any fire,

| tell thee the throath in this thing.

By no fire (Father) how may that be? Son.
Fire he is ever brenning, Father.

Our Sulphur is made of the Sun and such humidity
That in the Fire he is ever during.

The tyme of our working would | know, Son.
In what space might be made our Stone,
By Corne and Frut (Son) thou maist it wel know.



Once in a yeare it is afore thee done;

The Sun in the Zodiak about doth gonne,
Though the twelve Signes once in a yeare,
Soe long it is ere we can make our Stone.
Haste not too fast but rule well thy Fire, Father.
The vertue of our Stone few men can tell,

The Elements in him be so mighty,
Aboundance of treasure in him do dwell;

For in riches all Stones exceeds he.

Finis.

Pearce the Black Monke on the Elixir

Back to English alchemical verse

Pearce the Black Monke
upon the Elixir.

Take Erth of Erth, Erths Moder,

And Watur of Erth yt ys no oder,

And Fier of Erth that beryth the pryse,
But of that Erth louke thow be wyse,
The trew Elixer yf thow wylt make,

Erth owte of Erth looke that thow take,
Pewer futel faire and good,

And than take the Water of the Wood:
Cleere as Chrystall schynyng bryght:
And do hem togeder anon ryght,

Thre dayes than let hem lye,

And than depart hem pryvyly and flye,
Than shall be browght Watur schynyng,
And in that Watur ys a foule reynynge,
Invisble and hyd and unseen,

A marvelous matter yt ys to weene.
Than depart them by dystillynge,

And you schalle see an Erth apperinge,
Hevie as metal schalle yt be;

In the wych is hyd grete prevety,

Destil that Erth in grene hewe,

Three days during well and trew;

And do hem in a body of glass,

In the wych never no warke was.

In a Furnas he must be sett,

And on hys hede a good lymbeck;

And draw fro hym a Watur clere

The wych Watur hath no peere,

And aftur macke your Fyer stronger,
And there on thy glasse continew longer,
So schal yow se come a Fyer;

Red as blode and of grete yre,

And aftur that an Erth leue there schale,



The wych is cleped the Moder of alle;
Then to Purgatory sche must be doe,
And have the paynes that longs thereto,
Tyl sche be bryghter than the Sune,

For than thow hast the Maystrey wone;
And that schalbe wythin howre three,

The wych forsooth ys grete ferly:

Than do her in a clene Glass,

Wyth some of the Watur that hers was.
And in a Furnas do her againe,

Tyl sche have drunke her Watur certaine,
And aftur that Watur give her Blood,

That was her owne pewre and good,

And whan sche hath dranke alle her Fyer,
Sche wyll wex strong and of grete yre.
Than take you mete and mycke thereto,
And fede the Chylde as you schowlde do,
Tyl he be growne to hys full age,

Than schal he be of strong courage;

And tourne alle Bodies that leyfull be,

To hys own powre and dignitye,

And this ys the makyng of owre Stone,
The trewth here ys towlde yow evereech one.
For all that taketh any other wey,

Mouch they looseth and mouch they may,
For trewly there ys no other way of righte,
But Body of Body and Lyghte of Lyghte,
Man of Man begottyn ys,

And Beste of Beste to hys lykenes,

Alle the fooles in the worlde seeken;

A thynge that they may never meeten,
They wolde have Metalle owte of hem,
That never was fownde by worldly men:
Ne never was fownde by Goddis myghte,
That they schould beare any such fyghte.
All Saltes and Sulphures far and nere,

| interdite hem alle in fere,

Alle Corosive waters, Blood and Hayre,
Pyss, Hornes, Worms and Saudiver,
Alume, Atriment, Alle | suspende,
Rasalger [Rafalger] and Arsnick | defende,
Calx vive, and Calx mort hys Brother,

| suspende them both, one and other,

For of alle things | wyll no moe,

But sowre Elements in Generall | say soe,
Sun and Moone, Erth and Water;

And here ys alle that men of clatter,

Our Gold and Sylver ben no common plate,
But a sperme owte of a Bodi | take,

In the wych ys alle Sol, Lune, Lyfe and Lyghte
Water and Erth, Fyre and Fryght:

And alle commyth of one Image,

But the Water of the Wood makyth the marryage;
Therefore there ys none other waye,

But to take thee to thy Beades and praye:
For Covetous Men yt fyndyth never,



Though they seek yt once and ever,

Set not your Hearts in thys thyng,

But only to God and good lyvynge.

And he that wyll come thereby,

Must be meeke, and full of mercy:

Both in Spyrit and in Countenannace,

Full of Chereti and good Governaunce;
And evermore full of almes deede,

Symple and pewerly hys lyf to leade:

Wyth Prayers, Pennaunces, and Piety,
And ever to God a lover be,

And alle the ryches that he ys sped,

To do God wrschyppe wyth Almes deede.
In Arsenyck sublymed there ys a way streight,
Wyth Mercury calcyned nyne tymes hys weight
And grownde together with Water of myght
That bereth ingression lye and lyght,

And anon as they togyther byne,

Alle runnyth to Water bryght and shene,
Upon thys Fyre they grow togethyr,

Tyll they be fast and flee no whythyr;

But than feede hem fowrth wyth thy hond,
Wyth mylke and meate tyle they be stringe,
And thow schalt have there a good Stone,
Whereof and Ounc on fowrty wyll gone:
Upon Venus or on Mercury,

Thys Medicyn wyll make thee merry.

And yow that have fowght mani a day,
Leave worke, take yowre Beades and pray,
For the longer that yow seeken,

The longer yt ys or yow meeten;

And he that now sayne would be sped,
Lysten to my Daughter Megg:

For schhe scall tell yow trewth and ryghte,
Hearken now wyth all your myght.

| am Mercury the myghty Flower,

| am most worthy of Honour;

| am sours of Sol, Luna, and Mars,

| am genderer of lovis, many be my snares:
| am setler of Saturne, and sours of Venus,
| am Empresse, Pryncesses and Regall of Queenes,
| am Mother of Myrrour, and maker of lyght,
| am head and hyghest and fayrest in syght:
| am both Sun, and Moone,

| am sche that alle thynges must doone.

| have a Daughter hight Saturne that ys my darlyng,
The wych ys Mother of all werking,

For in my Daughter there byne hydd,
Fowre thyngs Commonly | kydd:

A Golden seede, and a spearme rych,

And a Silver seede none hym lich;

And a Mercury seede full bryght,

And a Sulphur seede that ys ryght.

Of my Daughter wythowten dred,

Byn made Elyxirs whyte and redd,
Therefor of her draw a Water cler,



The Scyence yf thow lyst to leare.

Thys Water reduceth every thynge,

To tendernes and to fyxing:

It burgeneth growyth and gyveth fryght and lyght,
Ingression lyfe and lastyng in syght:

Alle ryghteous werkes sooth to say,

It helpeth and bryngyth in a good way:
Thys ys the Water that ys most worthy,
Aqua perfectissima & flos mundi:

For alle werks thys Water makyth whyte,
Reducyng and schyning as Sylver bryght:
And of the Oyle greate marvell there ys,
For all thyngs yt bryngyth to rednes:

As Cytrine gold he ys full high,

None ye so redd nor none ys so worthy:
And in the Erth grete marvele ys hyd,
That ys first so black, and than so red:
And alle ys done in howres three,

Thys may be cleped Gods Prevetie:

Than the Erth shall torne red as blood,
Citrine Gold, naturall cleere and good,
And than the red Oyle to hem schall goe,
Red Ferment, and red Mercury alsoe,
And grow togeder weekes seaven,
Blessed be Almyghty God of Heven:

One Ounce of thys Medycine worthy

Cast upon two hundred ownces of Mercury:
Schall make Gold most royall,

And ever enduring to holde tryall;

Fyre and Hammer Tuch and Test,

And all essayes most and least.

And yt ys Medycen above common Gold,
To mans body as God yt would.

For Gold that cometh from Oare,

Is nourished with fowle Sulphur:

And Engendered upon Mercury he ys,
And nouryshed by Erth and Sulphur | wys,
And our Gold ys made of the pewer soules,
In the wych ys now Corrupcyon foule:

But purged pewre as clene as Chrystall,
Body and Spyryt and Sowle wyth all;

And so they grow into a stone,

In the wych Corrupcyon there ys none;
And than cast hym upon Mercury,

And he schalbe Gold most worthy,

Now have you heard the makyng of our Stone,
The begynyng and endyng ys all one.

Thomas Robinson on the Philosopher's Stone
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Thomas Robinsonus
De Lapide Philosophorum.

The Heavens, the Earth, and all that in them is,
Were in six Dayes perfected from Abisse:

From One sprung foure; from foure a second One;
This last a Gritt; that first the Corner Stone.

Without the First the Last may not be had;

Yet to the First the Last is too too bad.

When from the Earth the Heavens were seperated,
Were not the Heavens with Earth first Cohobated:
And when the Heavens, and the Earth and all wetre no
Were onely Heavens create; and Earth forgott?

No: Heavens, and Earth sprung all from one at first
Then who can say of Heavens, or Earth is worst?

Is not the Earth the Mother of them all?

And what the Heavens, but Earths essentiall?
Although they have in Heaven no Earthly residence,
Yet in the Earth doth rest their Heavenly influence
Were not the Earth, what were the other Three?
Were not the Heavens, what on the Earth could be?
Thus as they came, so shall they passe together;
But unto Man not knowe from whence, or whither.
And for the tyme of Earths Heaven purifying,

Six thousand yeares they live, and have their dying
Then all shall rest eternall and divine,

And by the Beauty of the Godhead shine.

| sweare there is noe other truth but this

Of that great Stone; which many seeke and misse.

Finis.

Testament of John Dee John Gwynn
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Testamentum Johannis Dee Philosophi Summi
ad Johannem Gwynn, transmissum 1568.

This Letter third and last | minde to make,

At your request for very vertues sake;

Your written panges, and methods set aside,

From that | byd, looke that you never slide.

Cut that in Three, which Nature hath made One,
Then strengthen hyt, even by it self alone,
Wherewith then Cutte the poudred Sonne in twayne,
By length of tyme, and heale the woonde againe.
The self same Sunne twys yet more, ye must wounde,
Still with new Knives, of the same kinde, and grden
Our Monas trewe thus use by natures Law,

Both binde and lewse, only with rype and rawe,



And ay thanke God who only is our Guyde,
All is ynugh, no more then at this Tyde.

A short work of George Ripley

‘A short Worke That beareth the Name... of Georig¢eR, is included in Elias Ashmoleheatrum Chemicum
Britannicum 1652, pages 393-396.
Back to Ripley's worksBack to English alchemical versdnformation on Ripley.

Take Heavy, Soft, Cold, and Drye;

Clense him, and to Calx grind him subtily:
Dissolve him in Water of the Wood;

If thou can do any good

Thereof, take a Tincture

And Earthly Calx good and pure.

Of this maist thou have with thy travaile,
Both Mercury, Water, and Oyle;

Out of the Ayre with Flames great,

Fire into the Earth doth Creepe;

In this Worke if thou wilt winn,

Take heed wherewith thou dost begin,
And in what manner thou dost work,

For loosing thy way in the darke;

And where, with what, and how, thy matter shal end;
| tell and Councell thee as my Frend:
Make Water of Earth, and Earth of Water;
Then art thou well onward in the matter.
For thou shalt find hid in the myre,

Both Earth, Water, Ayre, and Fire:

| tell thee my Brother, | will not flatter,

Of our Earth is made our Water:

The which is cleere white as Snow;

And makes our Earth Calcine and growe.
Blackness first to thee doth shew,

As by thy practise thou shalt know:
Dissolve and Calcine, oft, and oft;

With Congelation till the Body to whitnes be brotigh
Make the Body fluxible, and flowing;

With the Earth, perfect, and teyning.

Then after Ferment is once done;

Whither thou wilt with Sunne or Moone,
Dissolve him with the Water of life,
Ycalled Mercury withouten strife:

Put the Soule with the Body, and Spirite
Together in one that they may meete

In his Dammes belly till he wax great,
With giving Drinke of his owne sweate:
For the Milke of a Cow to a Child my brother
Is not so sweete as the Milke of his Mother:
This Child that is so marveilously wrought,
Unto his Heritage must be brought:

His livelyhood is so worthy a thing,

Of abilitye to spend with a King:

He that beareth all this in minde,



And understandeth these Parables all;

With Seperation he may finde,

Poore and Rich, great and small;

With our Sulphur we make our Antimony, White andiRe
And thereof we make our Mercury quick, and dead.
This is a Mettall that | speake of one of the seave
If thou be a Clerk read what | meane.

There is no Plannet of six neither great nor small,
But if he be put to them, he will Calcine them all.
Unto red blood he must be brought;

Else of him thou gettest right nought:

Reach him then with the Wood Water,

Man, and Woman Clothed under one hatter,

In and of them is conceived a Child

Lovely of beauty, meeke and mild;

Out of the Earth with dropps stronge,

Nourish the Child in his Mothers wombe;

Till he be come to full age;

And then make thou a Mariage,

Betweene the Daughter, and the Sonne,

And then thou hast the Mastery wonn.

The beginning of this Worke, if thou wilt crave,

In holly Writ thou shalt it have:

Both in Masse Booke and in Psalter

Yea wrighten before the Preest at the Alter:

And what is Antimony that thou shalt worke,

I have written to thee if thou be a Clerke;

Looke about before if thou canst finde

Plainely written, which maketh men blind:

Our Werke is bringing againe our Mercury,

And that Philosophers call Solucion;

And if thou loose not the uncleane body,

Thou werkest without discretion;

The Inbibition of Water, is not the loosing;

But bringing the Body into water againe turning:
That is to say into such water,

That is turning the Body into his first Matter:

The second Werke is to bring,

Earth and Water to Congealing;

The cleansing of the Third is another

Unto Whiteness; my owne Brother;

With this Water of his owne,

That is full marvalous to be knowne:

The fourth werke is distilling

Of Water, and Earth upsweating.

And thus hast thou by one assent,

Earth, Ayre, Water, and Fire; the foure Elements:
The Ashes that are in the bottome of the Vessell,
Looke thou dispise them not though left,

For | tell thee right well,

There is the Diadem of our Craft.

The Worke of Richard Carpenter
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THE WORKE OF RICH: CARPENTER.

OF Titan Magnasia take the cler light,
The rede Gumme that ys so bryght,
Of Philosofris the Sulfer vife,

| called Gold wythouten stryfe:

Of hem drawe owte a Tincture,

And make a matrymony pure:
Betweene the husband and the wyfe,
| spoused wyth the Water of lyfe:

And so that none dyvysion

Be there, in the conjenccion

Of the Moone and of the Sonne,

After the marriage ys begonne;

And that Mercury the planete,

On loes make hem fo to mete:

That eyder wyth oder be joyned even,
As a Stone engendered sente down fro heven;
Of hem make water clere rennynge,
As any Chrystall bryght schynynge.
Drawen out of bodyes fyxed,

By Nature prively mixed

Within a vessal depured clene,

Of Philosofris bright and schene;
Beware the Fume escape the nowght,
And alleso marked well in thy thowght;
That of the Fire the quallitee,

Equal to Phebez bemes be;

In the moneth of June and Jule,
Understand me be not dulle;

For thou schalt see marveles grete,
Colures spring oute of the heate:
Fyrste Blakke and Whyte, and so Redde,
And after Setryne wythouten drede:
And so wythin howres thre,

That Stone schall thorowe perced be
Wyth Aier that schall upon hym lyght,
The wych ys a wonder syght:
Whenne the spiryt ys refreyned,

And wyth the Bodie so constrayned,
That hem asounder maye nothyng parte,
So Nature hem doth there so coart,

In matrise whenne they both ben knyte,
Lett never thy Vessel be unshytte;

Tyl thys ingendred have a stone,

That in thys world ys not suche on:
For hyt ys called Anymal,

Richer then the Mineral.

Wyche ys founden in every plase,
Who foundeth hyt myght have grase:
In the and me and over alle

Both Vegetables and Sophisticall:

On Hilles hye and Valeys lowe,

He groweth who cowde hyt know,
Take thys for an informacion,



In Caryt and in Proporcion,

Lyth alle who so coude seke oute,

In Bus and Nubi ys alle the doute:

He that puttes hemself in pres,

To Genis and to Species:

Qualitas and every Quantite,

To mane a man hyt wol not be,

To brynge about thys treseur,

| mene owre Stone of such valour;
And yet who coude well understonde,
May fynde hit redy at hys honde:

For Fowles that in the Ayre done flee,
And also Fisches in the See:

The moyster of the rede Grape

And of the Whyte, who coud hym take:
Vertues of Erbes vegetyff,

And soules of Bestes sensytyff:
Reysons of Angels that doth discerne,
Goude and Yeul Man to governe,

All bryngs to thyn house

Thys Noble Ston so precious,

And Soverente of alle thys Werke,
Both to Lewd and to Clerke:

This lyth alle by discrecion,

In Fyre, and in Decoccion:

The craft recordeth yif he can rede,
How all and sume who shal spede;

In Bokes eler as ye maye see,

Stat in Ignis regimine:

To brynge fosth at my devys,

Thys ryche Rubye, thys Ston of prys:
Harde hevy and percyng,

Now ys thys a wonder thyng:

| coude never suche on a spye;

Save that | finde howe on Marie:
Fyrst found hyt wythouten lese,

The wyche was suster to Moysez:
But who hyt be be that schall hyt werke,
Let hem not begenn in the derke:

For he mai fayle for faute of lyght,
But the Sunne schyne full bright:
Advyse the well er thow begene,

Or else lytel schalt thow wynne.

John Gower concerning the Philosopher's
Stone
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JOHN GOWER
CONCERNING the PHILOSOPHERS STONE.

AND also with great diligence,
Thei fonde thilke Experience:
Which cleped is Alconomie,
Whereof the Silver multiplie;

Thei made, and eke the Gold also.
And for to telle howe itt is so:

Of bodies seven in Speciall,

With fowre Spirites joynt withall;
Stant the substance of this matere,
The bodies which | speke of here,
Of the Plannets ben begonne,

The Gold is titled to the Sonne:
The Moone of Silver hath hi part,
And Iron that stonde uppon Mart:
The Leed after Saturne groweth,
And Jupiter the Brasse bestoweth;
The Copper sette is to Venus:

And to his part Mercurius

Hath the Quicksilver, as it falleth,
The which after the Boke it calleth,
Is first of thilke foure named

Of Spirits, which be proclymed,
And the Spirite which is seconde,
In Sal Armoniake is founde:

The third Spirite Sulphur is,

The fourth Sewende after this,
Arcennium by name is hotte

With blowyng, and with fires hote:
In these things which | say,

Thei worchen by divers waye.

For as the Philosopher tolde,

Of Gold and Sylver thei ben holde,
Two Principall extremitees,

To which all other by degrees,

Of the mettals ben accordant,

And so through kinde resemblant:
That what man couth awaie take,
The rust, of which they waxen blake,
And And the favour of the hardnes;
Thei shulden take the likeness;

Of Gold or Silver parfectly,

Bot for to worche it sykerly;
Between the Corps and the Spirite,
Er that the Metall be parfite,

In seven forms itt is sette

Of all, and if one be lette,

The remnant may not avayle,

But otherwise it maie nought fayle;
For thei by whome this Arte was founde,
To every poynt a certayne bounde,
Ordeinen that a man may finde,
This Craft is wrought by wey of kinde;
So that there is no fallace in;



But what man that this werke begyn;
He mote awaite at every tyde,

So that nothynge be left asyde.
Fyrst of Distillacion,

Forth with the Cogelacion,
Solucion, Disscencion,

And kepe in his entencion,

The poynt of Sublimacion,

And forthwith Calcinacion,

Of very Approbacion,

So that there be Fixacion,

With temperate hetes of fyer,

Tyll he the perfite Elixer,

Of thilke Philosophers Stone,

Maie gette, of which that many one
Of Philosophers, whilome write,

Of thilke Stone with other two,
Which as the Clerkes maden tho;
So as the Bokes itt recorden,

The kinde of hem | shall recorden.
These old Philosophers wise,

By wey of kynde in sondry wise;
Thre Stones made through Clergie,
The fyrst | shall specifie,

Was cleped Vegetabilis;

Of which the proper vertue is,

To mans heale to serve,

As for to keepe, and to preserve,
The body fro sickness all,

Till death of kinde upon hym fall.
The second Stone | the behote,

Is Lapis Animalis hote:

The whose vertue, is proper and couth,
For Eare and Eye, Nose and Mouth;
Whereof a man may here, and see,
And smell and tast, in his degree,
And for to feele and for to goe,

Itt helpeth a man of both two:

The witts five he undersongeth

To keepe, as it to hym belongeth.
The third Stone in speciall

by name is cleped Minerall,

Which the Mettalls of every myne,
Attempreth, till that thei ben fyne;
And pureth hem by such a wey,
That all the vice goth awey,

Of Rust, of Stynke, and of Hardnes:
And when they ben of such clennes,
This minerall so as | fynde,
Transformeth all the fyrst kynde,
And maketh hem able to conceive,
Through his vertue and receive
Both in substance and in figure,

Of Gold and Silver the nature.

For thei two ben the extremitees,
To which after the propertees,



Hath every mettall his desire,

With helpe and comforte of the fyre.
Forth with this Stone as it is said,
Which to the Sonne and Moone is laide:
For to the Red, and to the White,
This Stone hath power to profite;

It maketh Multiplicacion

Of Gold and the fixacion,

It causeth and of this babite,

He doth the werke to be parfite:

Of thilke Elixer which me call
Alconomy, as is befalle

To hem, that whilome were wise;
But now it stant all otherwise:

Thei speken fast of thilke Stone,

But how to make it now wote none.
After the sooth Experience,

And nathles greate diligence,

Thei setten up thilke dede,

And spillen more then thei spede;
For alwey thei fynde a lette,

Which bringeth in povertee and Dette;
To hem that rich were to fore,

The Losse is had the Lucre is lore:
To gette a pound thei spendeth five,
I not how such a Craft shall thrive:

In the manner as it is used,

It were better be refused,

Then for to worchen upon wene,

In thinge which stant not ast thei wene:
But not for thy who that it knew,

The Science of himselfe is trew:
Uppon the forme as it was founded,
Whereof the names yett be grounded;
Of hem, that first it founden out:

And thus the fame goth all about,

To such as soughten besines,

Of vertue and worthines,

Of whom if | the names call,

Hermes was one the first of all,

To whom this Art is most applied,
Geber thereof was magnified,

And Ortolane and Morien,

Among the which is Avicen.

Which founde and wrote and greate partie,
The practicke of Alconomie,

Whose bokes plainlie as thei stonde,
Uppon this Craft few understonde.
But yet to put hem in assay,

There be full manie now a day,

That knowen litle that thei mene,

It is not one to wite and wene,

In forme of words thei it trete;

But yet thei failen of beyet.

For of to much, or of to lite,

There is algate found a wite:



So that thei follow not the line,

Of the perfect Medicine,

Which grounded is upon nature;
But thei that written the Scripture;
Of Greke, Arabe, and Caldee,

Thei were of such Auctoritee,

That thei firste founden out the wey,
Of all that thou hast herd me sey,
Whereof the Cronicke of her Lore,
Shall stonde in price for evermore.

Charnock's Breviary of Alchemy
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THE BREVIARY OF
NATURALL PHILOSOPHY.

Compiled by the unlettered Scholar
THOMASCHARNOCK,

Student in the most worthy Scyence of
Astronomy and Philosophy. The first of lanuary
Anno. Dom. 1557.

Anno. Dom. 1557. The first day of the new yeare
This Treatise was begun as after may appeare.

The Booke Speaketh.

Come hither my Children of this Discipline,

Which in naturall Philosophy have spent so longetim
To ease your painfull Study | am well willed

And by the grace of God it shall be fulfilled;

If he in me (my Author) will shed one drop of grace
The better he shall finish me and in shorter space.
And if you will know what | am surely,

| am named The Breviary of naturall Philosophy.
Declaring all Vessells and Instruments,

Which in this Science serve our intents.

For moe things belong unto the same,

More then any Author hath written the Name;
Which hath brought many a one in great doubt,
What is the Implements that longeth thereabout;
Wherefore in good order, | will anon declare,

What Instruments for our Arte you neede to prepare.



The Preface of the Author.

Goe forth little Booke in volume but small,

Yet hast thou in thee that is not in them All,

For satisfying the mindes of the Students in thie A
Then art thou worth as many Bookes, as will lya i@art:
Glad may he be that hath thee in his keeping,

For he may find through diligent seeking,

All things in thee which shall be necessary,

As Vessells and Instruments belonging to Alchimy;
Which would set many a Mans heart on fire,

To have the same knowledge they have so greaedesir
And no mervaile though they be glad and faine,

For they have spent many a pound in vain;

In making of Vessells of many divers sorts,

And have brought them out of many strange Ports:
Because the did not well understand,

That all things we need we have in England.

Now think you that this will not save many a Marke,
Unto those that have so wrestled so long in ourké/ar
Yes some should spend all the money in their pouch,
If they new but this or half so much.

Wherefore of pitty | will nolonger refraine,

But declare all things their purpose to attaine.
Wherefore if you do not happen upon my Booke,
Either by casualty, Hooke, or by Crooke:

Yet | pray for my Soule when | am dead and rotten,
That of Alchimy Scyence the dore hath let open;
Sufficient for the if thou have any Braine,

Now sharpen thy wits that thou maist it attaine.

The first Chapter.

Now will I declare all things at large,

Of Implements of this Work and what is the charge:
And first with the Potter | will begin,

Which cannot make that which he hath never seene;
Whether that thy Vessels be made to thy minde,
Stand by while he worketh more surety to finde,

And shew him what to do by some sign of similitude,
And if his witts be not dull or rude,

He will understand what thou dost meane,

For | thinke few Potters in the Realme

Have made at any tyme such cunning ware,

As we for our Scyence doth fashion and prepaire;
And when he hath formed them unto thy purpose,
For what occaison thou needest not disclose:

But if he say unto you, Good Master myne,

Tell me for what purpose or what engine

Shall these Vessels serve that thou cause me te,mak
For all my life hitherto | dare undertake

I never formed such, nor the like of them;

Yet are they but plaine without wrinkle or hem,

One within another, it is a pretty feate,

The third without them to guide up the heate:



Then say unto him to satisfie his minde,

That ye have a Father which is somewhat blinde,
Who if it please God you will indeavor,

To stil a water his blindnes to diffever:

Which is the Elixir of lyfe as wise men say,

And in this doing God send me my pray;

The will he will say this or the like,

| pray God to send yee that which you seeke,
And thus with the Potter thou hast now done,
Without thou breake thy Pots with the heate ofShe:
Which if it doe it turns thee to paine,

And there is no way but to make them new againe.
As soone as with the Potter thou has made an end,
Then with a Joyner thou must Condescend,
Who also must have this Councell and writt,

To make a Tabernacle the Vessell to fitt;

Which wilbe also in greate doubt,

For what purpose it will serve about;

In that he never made nor framed none such,
Although it be made like to a Hutch:

Then tell him a Tale of a roasted Horse,

Unto the which he will have no remorse:

And laugh and say it is a Borrough for a Fox,
Although it be made sure with Keys and locke,
And thus with a Joyner thou hast made an end,
Whithout thou set it on fire as | did mine.

As for Glassemakers they be scant in this land,
Yet one there is as | doe understand:

And in Sussex is his habitacion,

At Chiddensfold he workes of his Occupation:

To go to him it is necessary and meete,

Or send a servant that is discreete:

And disire him in a most humble wise

to blow thee a Glasse after thy devise;

If were worth many an Arme or a Legg,

The could shape it like to an egge;

To open and to close as close as a haire,

If thou have such a one thou needest not feare.
Yet if though hadst a number in to store,

It is the better, for Store is no fore.

The Second Chapter.

Now LORD of thy grace | beseech thee suffer me,
To finish my pretence in this rude Studie:

For this nor ought else without thy help can beajon
As neither the Conjunction of Sun nor Moone:

Nor yet other Planets can motion themselves anehour
Without thy providence and thy divine power:
Wherefore in all things that we doe begin,

Let us with prayer call for the helpe of him:

Tha he bring our doings to effect,

Which must be done very Circumspect:

Wherefore if you thinke to obtaine your intent,
Feare God and keepe his Comandment:



And beware of Pride and let it passe,

And never be looking too much in thy Glasse;
Deceive noe man with false measure,

For truly that is ill gotten treasure:

But let thy weights be true and just,

For weight and measure every man must

Unto his Neighbour yeild uprightly,

And so must thou in the worke of Philosophy:
And also feed him which is hungry,

And give him drinke which is thirsty.

Give liberally | say as riches doe arise,

And from thirsty body turn not away thy Eyes.
What and two poore Men at one tyme come unto thee
And say, Master, for the love of God and our Lady,
Give us your Charity whatsoever you please,
For we have not one peny to do us ease;

And we are now ready to the Sea prest,

Where we must abide thee moneths at the least;
All which tyme to Land we shall not passe,

No although our Ship be made of Glasse,

But all tempest of the Aire we must abide,

And in dangerous roades many tymes to ride;
Bread we shall have none, nor yet other foode,
But only faire water descending from a Cloude:
The Moone shall us burn so in processe of tyme,
That we shalbe as black as men of Inde:

But shortly we shall passe into another Clymate,
Where we shall receive a more purer estate;

For this our Sinns we make our Purgatory,

For the which we shall receive a Spirituall body:
A body | say which if it should be sould,

Truly | say it is worth his weight in Gold:

Son give theis two, one penny in their Journeyrioke,
And thou shalt speede the better truly as I think.

The third Chapter.

Now have | good will largely to write,

Although | can but slenderly indite;

But whether | can or cannot indeede,

With the Chapter of Fire | will proceede:

Which if thou knowest not how to governe and keepe,
Thou wert as good go to bed and sleepe,

As to be combred therewith about,

And therefore | put thee most certainely out oflatpu
For when | studied this Scyence as thou doest now,
| fell to practice by God | vowe:

| was never troubled in all my lyfe beforne,

As intending to my Fire both Midday Eve and Morne:
And all to kepe it at an even stay;

It hath wrought me woe moe then | will say.

Yet one thing of truth | will thee tell,

What a greate mishap unto my Worke befell;

It was upon a Newyeares day at Noone,

My Tabernacle caught fire, it was soone done:



For within an houre it was right well,

And streight of fire | had a smell.

| ran up to my worke right,

And when | cam it was on fire light:

Then was | in such feare that | began to stagger,

As if | had byne wounded to the heart with a dagger
And can you blame me? no | think not much,

For if | had beene a man any thing rich,

I had rather have given 100 Markes to the Poore,
Rather then that hap should have chanced that houre
For | was well onward of my Work truly,

God save my Masters lyfe, for when he thought @, dy
He gave me his work and made me his Heire,
Wherefore alwaies he shall have my prayer:

| obteyned his grace the date herefro not to varie,

In the first and second yeare of King Phillip & @ue Mary.
Yet lewdly I lost it as | have you tould,

And so | began the new and forgot the old,

Yet many a night after | could not sleepe in Bed

For ever that mischance troubled my head,

And feare thereof | would not abide againe;

No though | shoulde reape a double gaine,
Wherefore my charge rose to a greater summe,

As in hyring of a good stoute Groome;

Which might abide to watch and give me attendence,
Yet often tymes he did me displeasaunce,

And would sleepe so long till the Fire went out,

Then would the Knave that whorson Lout,

Cast in Tallow to make the fire burne quicker,

Which when | knew made me more sicker;

And thus was | cumbred with a drunken sott,

That with his hasty fire made my Worke too hott;
And with his sloth againe he set my worke behinde;
For remedy thereof to quiet my Minde,

| thrust him out of dores, and took my selfe thinpa
Although it be troublesome it is the more certaine,
For servants doe not passe how our workes doe frame
But have more delight to play and to game.

A good servant saith Solomon let him be unto thee,
As tyme owne heart in each degree.

For it is precious a faithfull servant to finde,

Esteeme him above treasure if he be to thy minde;
Not wretchles, but sober, wise, and quiet,

Such a one were even for my dyet:

Thus having warn'd thee of an ill servant suffitien
But a good servant is for our intent.

The fourth Chapter.

When my Man was gone | began it anewe,
And old troubles then in my minde did renew;
As to break sleepe oftentimes in the night,
For feare that my Worke went not aright;
And oftentimes | was in greate doubt,

Least that in the night, my fire should go out:



Or that it should give to much heate,

The pensiveness thereof made me to breake sleepe;
And also in the day least it should miscary,

It hath made my minde oftentimes to varie;
Wherefore if thou wilt follow my reade,

See thy fire safe when thou goest to Bed:

At Midnight also when thou dost arise,

And in so doing | judge thee to be wise:

Beware that thy Fire do no man harme,

For thou knowest many a mans House and Barne
Have byne set on fire by mischance,

And specially when a Foole hath the governance;
Our Fire is chargeable, and will amount

Above 3 pound a weeke, who hath list to cast adgoun
Which is chargeable to many a poore man,

And specially to me as | tell can:

And Geber bids poore men be content,

Haec Scientia pauperi & agento non convenit
Sed potius est illis inimica, and bids them beware,
Because their mony they may not well spare;

For thou must have Fires more then one or two,
What they be George Ripley will thee shew;
Above a hundred pounds truly did | spend,

Only in fire ere 9 moneths came to an end;

But indeed | begun when all things were deare,
Both Tallow, Candle, Wood, Coale and Fire:
Which charges to beare sometymes | have sold,
Now a Jewell, and then a ring of Gold:

And when | was within a Moneths reckoning,
Warrs were proclaimed against the French King.
Then a Gentleman that ought me greate mallice,
Caused me to be prest to goe serve at Callys:
When | saw there was noone other boote,

But that | must goe spight of my heart toote;

In my fury | tooke a Hatchet in my hand,

And brake all my Worke whereas it did stand;
And as for my Potts | knocked them together,
And also my Glasses into many a shiver;

The Crowes head began to appeare as black as lett
Yet in my fury | did nothing let:

But with my worke made such a furious faire,
That the Quintessence flew forth in the Aire.
Farewell quoth I, and seeing thou art gon,

Surely | will never cast of my Fawcon,

To procure thee againe to put me to hinderance,
Without it be my fortune and caunce,

To speake with my good Master or that | dye;
Master I. S. his name is truly:

Nighe the Citty of Salisbury his dwelling is,

A spirituall man for sooth he is;

For whose prosperity | am bound to pray,

For that he was my Tutor many a day,

And understood as much of Philosophie,

As ever did Arnold or Raymund Lullie:

Gerber, Hermes, Arda, nor yet King Caleb,
Understood no more then my good Master did.



| travelled this Realme Est and West over,

Yet found | not the like betweene the Mount and &ov
But only a Monke of whome lle speak anon,

Each of them had accomplished our White Stone:
But yet to the Red Worke they never came neere,
The cause hereafter more plainely shall appeare;
And thus when | had taken all this paines,

And the could not reape the fruit of my gaines:

| thought to my selfe, so to set out this Warke,

That others by fortune may hit right the Marke.

The fifth Chapter.

| am sorry | have nothing to requite my Masterstigaess,
But only this Boke a little short Treatise;

Which | dare say shall as welcome be to him,

As if I had sent him a Couple of Milch Kine:

And heere for his sake | will disclose unto thee,

A greater seacret which by God and the Trinity,
Since that our Lord this wold first began,

Was it not so opened | dare lay my hand,

No, all the Philosophers which were before this,day
Never knew this secret | dare boldly say.

And now to obteyne thy purpose more rathe

Let thy Fire be as temperate as the Bath of thbeBat
Oh what a goodly and profitable Instrument,

Is the Bath of the Bathe for our firey intent!

To seeke all the World throughout | should not énd
For profit and liberty a Fire more fitt to my minde
Goe or ride where you list for the space of a yeare
Thou needest not care for the mending of thy Fire.
A Monke of Bath which of that house was Pryor,
Tould me in seacret he occupied none other fire,
To whome | gave credit even at the first season,
Beacuse it depended upon very good reason:

He had our Stone, our Medicine, our Elixir and all,
Which when the Abbie was supprest he hid in a wall:
And ten dayes after he went to fetch it out,

And there he found but the stopple of a Clout.

Then he tould me he was in such an Agonie.

That for the losse thereof he though he shoulddmezie,
And a Toy tooke him in the head to run such a race,
That many yeare after he had no setling place;

And more he is darke and cannot see,

But hath a Boy to leade him through the Country.

| hapned to come on a day whereas he was,

And by a word or two that he let passe,

| understood streight he was a Philosopher,

For the which cause | drew to him neare;

And when the Company was all gone,

And none but his Boy and he and | alone,

Master quoth | for the love of God and Charity,
Teach me the seacrets of Naturall Philosophy.

No Son, quoth he, | know not what thou art,

And shall | reveale to thee such a preciuos Arte?



No man by me shall get such gaines,

No not my Boy which taketh with me such paines,
That disclose it lyes not in my Bands,

For | must surrender it into the Lords hands,
Because | heare not of one that hath the fame;
Which lifts up his minde and is apt for the same,
Which if | could finde | would ere | dye,

Reveale to him that same greate mistery:

Yet one there is about the Citty of Salisbury,

A young man of the age Eight and Twenty,
Charnock is his name of Tennet that Isle,

His praise and Comendacions soundeth many a Mile;
For that Younge man he is toward and apt,

In all the seaven liberall Scyences set none apart:
But of each of them he hath much or litle,

Whereof in out Scyence he may claime a title:

His praise spreads also for his goof indighting,

And of some of his doings | have heard the recjting
Both of Prose and Meeter, and of Verse also;

And sure | commend him for his first shewe,

| thinke Chaucer at his yeares was not the like,
And Skelton at his yeares was further to seeke;
Wherefore for his knowledge, gravity and witt,

He may well be Crowned Poet Laureat.

Cease Father quoth | and heare me speake,

For my name is Charnocke upon whome you treate;
But this which you say to me is a greate wonder,
For these quallities and | am far assunder;

I am no such Man as you have made reckoning,
But you shall speake for me when | go a wiving:
Your praise will make me speede, though it be na,t
Nor yet my substance worth an old horse shooe.

Is your name Charnocke, and the same Man?

Yes Sir quoth I: then stumbled he to give me hisdha
And talked an howre with me in the Philosophersspe,
And heard that no no question | was to seeche,

My Son quoth he let me have thy prayer,

For this Science | will make thee myne heire;

Boy quoth he lead me into some secret place,

And then departe for a certaine space,

Untill this man and | have talked together:

Which being done, quoth he, now gentle Brother,
Will you with me to morrow be content,

Faithfully to receive the blessed Sacrement,

Upon this Oath that that | shall heere you give,

For ne Gold ne Silver as long as you live,

Neither for love you beare towards your Kinne,

Nor yet to no great Man preferment to wynne:

That you disclose the seacret that | shall youhteac
Neither by writing nor by no swift speech;

But only to him which you be sure

Hath ever searched after the seacrets of Nature?
To him you may reveale the seacrets of this Art,
Under the Covering of Philosophie before this wor@ depart.
What answer will you give me: let me heare?
Master quoth I, | grant your desire.



The Son quoth he keepe thys Oath | charge thee well
As thinkest to be saved from the pitt of Hell.

The next day we went to Church, and after our dievoc
A Preist of his Gentleness heard both our Confessio
Which being done, to Masse streight we went,

And he ministered to us the holy Sacrement;

But he never wist what we meant therein:

For with a contrary reason | did him blinde,

And so home to dinner we went with our hoast,

All which refeccion | paid for the Cost.

When dinner was done | walked in the field,

And when we were in the midds, Boy quoth he go pidkhsitle
And come not againe before | for whistle.

Now Master quoth | the Coast from hearers is cleare
The quoth he my Sonn hearken in thyne Eare;

And within three or foure words he revealed untg me
Of Minerall prudence the greate Misterie.

Whic when | heard my Spirits were ravished for Joy,
The Grecians were never gladder for the wynningrof:
As | was then remembering my good Master thoe,
For even the selfe same secret he did me shew:
Nyne dayes and no more | tarried with him sure,

But Lord in this tyme what secrets of Nature

He opened to me at divers sundry tymes,

As partly | have told thee in my former Rimes:

The rest is not to be written on paine of Damnagcion
Or else in this Boke truly | would make relation;

Now Father quoth I, | will depart you froe,

And for you | wil pray whether forever | goe;

Son quoth he Gods blessing goe with thee and thyne,
And if thou speede well, let me heare of thee again

The sixt Chapter.

WHen | was gone a mile or two abroade,

With fervent prayer | praised the Lord:

Giveing him thankes for that prosperous Journy,
Which was more leaver to me then an 100 I. in mony:
Surely quoth | my Master shall know all this,

Or else my Braines shall serve me amisse;

Which if they were so good as the Monke made memcio
Then would | write to my Master with a better ineam,
O Lord quoth | what a solemne Oath was this given!
Surely in sheetes of Brasse it is worthy to be gnav
For a perpetuall memory ever to remaine

Among the Philosophers, for an Oath certaine:

And when | was two dayes Journey homeward,

To aske him a question to him againe | fared,

Which | had forgotten, and would not for my Land,
But doubt truly | might understand.

| thought it not much to goe backe with all speede,
To seeke him out, & to the house where | left hiped,
And there in a Chamber anone | founde him out,
Praying upon his Beades very devout:

Father quoth | a word with you | doe beseech:



Who is that quoth he? my Son Charnocke by his $peec
Yea forsooth quoth I, | am come back to you,

Desiring you heartily to tell me one thing true:

Which is this. Who was in Philosophy yout Tutor,

And of that Seacret to you the Revealer?

Marry quoth he and speake it with harty Joy,

Forsooth it was Ripley the Canon his Boy:

Then | remembered my good Master againe,

Which tould he did it never attaine

Of no manner of Man but of God, he put it in hisuhe

As he for it was thinking lying in his Bead:

And thus | tarried with him all that night,

And made him good Cheere as | might.

In the morning | tooke my leave of him to depart,

And in the processe of tyme came home with a ntezayt;
But that mirth was shortly turn'd to care,

For as | tould you so my Worke did fare.

Once | set it on fyre which did me much woe,

And after my Man hindered me a Moneth or two;

Yet the Gentleman did me more spight then the rest,
As when he made me from my work to be prest,

Then Bedlam could not hold me | was to frett,

But sowst at my worke with a greate Hatchett;

Rathing my Potts and my Glasses altogether,

| wisse they cost me more or | gott them thither:

The ashes with my stur flew all about,

One Fire | split and the other | put out:

All the Rubish to the dunghill I carried in a Sack,

And the next day | tooke my Coates with the Cragbe back;
And forth | went to serve a Soldiers rome

And surely quoth I, there shall come the day of Bpm
Before | practise againe to be a Philosopher,
Wherefore have me Commended to my good Master.
And now my students in this Art, my promise | h&ept justly,
And that you shall finde true when you understarmgdtmaly;
Which before that day never thinke to speede

For a plainer Boke then this never desire to reade:
And true it is also yf you can pick it out,

But it is not for every Cart slave or Loute;

This to understand, no though his witts were fyne,

For it shalbe harde enough for a very good Divine

To Conster our meaning of this worthy Scyence,

But in the study of it he hath taken greate diligen

Now for my good Master and Me | desire you to pray,
And if God spare me lyfe | will mend this anothayd

Finished the 20th of July, 1557. By the unlettered
Schollar THOMAS CHARNOCK, student

in the most worthy Scyence of ASTRONOMY
and PHYLOSOPHY.

Dialogue Between a Father and his Son
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A Dialogue betwixt the FATHER and the SONNE,
Concerning the two Principles of the BLESSED STONE.

Father

My Sonne if that Sulphur be absent away,
Our worke is reproved whatever they say,
And it is our Water & Fire as tru as your Creed
Which constraineth a Body till it be dead:

Of him shalt thou never have your desire,

Till he be blew as Lead through his owne Fire,
| do liken our Sulphur to the magnet Stone,
That still draweth to her Naturally,

So with our Sulphur the firey Woman Mercury,
When she would from he husband flye.

Son

Father | pray you for Charity,

Where shall | this Sulphur finde?

For | never did him se with Eye;

Nor never knew him in his kinde.

Father

In our Water my Sonne keepe it in your minde,
Where he will appeare so white as any snow,
Son

Grammercy Father ye be full kinde,

For through your teaching full well | know.
Now teach me the Red stone when it is in minde,
How it is made by Natures Law.

Father

The White and Red be both of one kinde,
Now hast thou my Son all thy desire,

Whose tincture by growing thou shalt it so finde,
Through vertue of the Sun and regiment of Fire
His riches there he dost increase,

Farre passing all that | can name,

If they in Fire shall come in presse:

Gune is their glory but he the same,

For the vertues of the Planets seaven

Shall have, and also from the Pole of heven,
Since the World began noe Gemme is found
Equall him till in vertues all,

The Saphir, nor the Diamond,

The Ruby rich behind shall fall,

So shall the Turkie and Carbuncle:

If they in fire togeather shall fight,

All One except shall loose their might,

The fire on him hath power none,

His Elements be so coequall,

An Incombustible Oyle is this our Stone

In power farr passing others all.

Son

In what Element Father is our Sulphur bright?
Isitin all, or is it in one?

Father

In all Sonne he must need be of right,



For Seperacion of Elements we make none:
And yett in them we can it not see,

For sensuall matter he is none,

But equallitie only intellectuall,

Without which our Stone never fixt be shall.
Quialitie Sonne alsoe groweth in the fire;
Betwixt the White Stone and the Read,

For Colours many to you shall appeare,
Untill the tyme the Woman be dead:

The which things if ye shall not see,

Red shall your Stone at noe time bee;

For where the Woman is in Presence,
There is much moysture and Accidence:
Watry humors that in her bee

Will drowne and devoure our qualitye,
Remember and thinke of Noahs flood,

For too much Water was never good:

And yet as qualitie is hid in quantitie,

So must in Water our Earth be:

Riches in him thou shalt much finde,

After alteracions all due to his kinde;

When Oyle in him is coagulate,

Then is our Stone body made liquefact:
When Sulphur Water and Oyle be one,
Indued with riches then is our Stone.

| cannot thee tell a richer thing;

Then is our Stone when he is fire dureing,
Our Fire maketh he so strong.

Son

Father how to make our Stone,

Fayne would | knowe that have we done;
Father

My Sonne with lent and easie heate,

The Elements togeather will kindly meate:
Haste not to fast while they be rawe,

Keep well the Fier, beware of the lowe.
Shutt well the Vessell least out passe the Spirit,
So shall you all things the better keepe;

For if the Spiritts doe passe you from,
Remedy to gett them againe have you none:
And how marveillous it is the Elements to meete
Keepe this as your principall secrete,

At you begining give God the prayse;

And keepe your Matter in heate forty dayes,
But so that all things be made cleare,

Or else you are never the neare:

And within this tyme itt wil be Black;

And oft chainge colour till it be White,
There you may cease and further proceede,
By mendinge the heate to your measure indeed;
And there withall now will | end,

And to God onely thee Commend.



Anonymous Alchemical Poems
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ANONYMI.

| Shew you here a short Conclusion,

To understand it if ye have grace,
Wrighten without any delusion;
Comprehended in a litle space.

All that is in this Booke wrighten is,

In the place comprehended is,

How Nature worketh in her kinde,
Keepe well this Lesson in your minde:

I have declared micle thing,

If you have grace to keepe in minde,
How that our Principle is One thing,
More in Number and One in kinde;

For there ben things Seven

That in a Principle doe dwell,

Most precious under Heven,

| have so sworne | may not tell.

In this Booke | shew to you in wrighting,
As my Brethren doe each one,

A similitude of every like thing,

Of which we make our Stone.

Our Stone is made of a simple thing,
That in him hath both Soule and Lyfe,
He is Two and One in kinde,

Married together as Man and Wife:

Our Sulphur is our Masculine,

Our Mercury is our Femenine,

Our Earth is our Water cleere;

Our Sulphur also is our Fier,

And as Earth is in our Water cleare,
Soe is Aer in or Fier.

Now have yee Elements foure of might,
And yet there appeareth but two in sight;
Water and Earth ye may well see,

Fier and Aer in them as quality:

Thys Scyence maie not be taught to every one,
He were acurst that so schould done:
How schould ye have Servants than?
Than non for other would ought done,
To tyl the Lande or drive the Plough,
For ever ech man would be proud enough;
Lerned and leude would put them in Presse,
And in their workes be full busie,

But yet thay have but little increse,

The writings to them is so misty.

It is full hard this Scyence to finde,

For Fooles which labour against kinde;
This Science | pray you to conceale,

Or else with it do not you meale,

For and ye canot in it prevaile,



Of much sorrow rhen may you tell:

By suddain mooving of Elements Nature may be letted
And wher lacks Decoction no perfection may be,
For some Body with leprosy is infected;

Raw watery humors cause superfluity:

Therefore the Philosopher in his reason hath ogadri
A perfect Medicine, for bodyes that be sick,

Of all infirmetyes to be releeved,

This heleth Nature and prolongeth lyfe eak;

This Medicine of Elements being perfectly wrought,
Receypts of the Potecary we neede not to buy,
Their Druggs and Dragms we set at nought,

With quid pro quo they make many aly.

Our Aurum potabile Nature will increase,

Of Philosophers Gold if it be perfectly wrought,

The Phisitians with Minerall pureth him in prese:
Litle it availeth or else right nought.

This Scyence shall ye finde in the old boke of Turb
How perfectly this Medicine Philosophers have wiatig
Rosary with him also doth record,

More then four Elements we occupie nought;
Comune Mercury and Gold we none occupie,

Till we perfectly have made our Stone,

Then with them two our Medicine we Multiply,

Other recepts of the Potecary truly we have none.

A hundred Ounces of Saturne [Lead] ye may well;take
Seeth them on the fire and melt him in a mould,

A Projection with your Medicin upon hem make,
And anon yee shall alter him into fine Gold;

One Ounce upon a hundred Ounces is sufficient,
And so it is on a thousand Ounces perfectly wrought
Without dissolucion and Subtillant;

Encreasing of our Medicine els have we nought.
Joy eternall and everlasting blisse,

Be to Almyghty God that never schal miss.

In some Copies | found these following
Verses set before this Worke.

Earth out of Earth clensed pure,

By Earth of himselfe through his nature,
Rectified by his Milke who can it tye,

And afterward united with Water of lyfe truly:
A Dragon lying in his deepe denne,

Rotting in Water to Putrefie then:

Leprouse huge and terrible in sight,

By bathing and balning the Dragon cometh to light;
Evermor drowned in th bottome of his Well,
Tyl all his Leprousie will no longer dwell,

In his owne Nature he altereth claene

Into a pure substance, ye wat what | meane.
| shew you here a short Conclusion, &c.




ANONYMLI.

| Schal yow tel wyth hert mode,
Of three Kynggys that ben so goude,

And how thaye came to God almyght,
The wich was ther a sweet syght.

| figure now howr besset [blessed] Stone,
Fro Heven wase send downe to Solomon:

By an Angele bothe goude and stylle,
The wych wase than Christis wylle.

The present of hem in Bedlem than,
To Cryst brwght Aurum Tus & Myrham.

Owre Sol and Sulphir wyth his Mercuri,
Both Bodi and Soule wyth oure Luneyre.

Aurum betokeneth heer, owre Bodi than,
The wych was brwght to God and Man.

And Tus alleso owre Soule of lyfe,
Wyth Myrham owre Mercurye that ys hys Wyfe.

Here be the thre namys fayre and good
And alle thaye ben but one in mode.

Lyke as the Trenite ys but on,
Ryght so conclude the Phylosofeers Stone.

Thow mayst a se her now in syght,
Off owre Stone figuriet a right.

How sende he wase out of Heven,
By an Angele wyth mylde Stefyn.

And by hys fygure thow mayst se
That hyt ys lyke to personis Thre.

To Fader and Sonne and holi Gost,
The wych was and ys of mytis most;

Into hys blyse now come wee,
Amen goud Lord for cheyte.

ANONYMLI.

Her ys an Erbe men call Lunayrie,

| blesset mowte hys maker bee.
Asterion he ys, | callet alle so,

And other namys many and mo;

He ys an Erbe of grete myght,

Of Sol the Sunn he taketh hys lyght,
He ys the Fader, to Croppe and Rote;



Wyth fragrant Flowris that ben sote,
Flowrys to bere in that stede,

Swm ben Whyte, and swm ben Red:

Hys Lewys [Leaves] grwyth, both day and nyght,
Lyke to the Ferment that ys so bright:

| shall declare, thys Erbe so lyght,

To many a man hyt ys a fayre seyght;
Frist at the Rote | wolle begynne,

That cawsyth alle things for to sprynge;
A growyth a pon a Mowntayne brym,
Where Febis hath grete dominacion:

The Sunne by day, the Mone by nyght,
That maketh hym both fayre and bryght,
The Rote growyth on stonns clere,
Whyte and Rede, that ys so peyre:

The Rote ys blacke, the Stalke ys red;
The wyche schall ther never be dede,
The Lewis [Leaves] be rownd, as a Nowbel son,
And wexsyth and wanyth as the Mon:

In the meddes a marke the brede of a peni,
Lo thys is lyke to owre sweght Lunayre:
Hys Flowyrs schynith, fayre and cler,

In all the Worlde thaye have non pere,
He ys not fownde in no manner wise,

But of a Schepeherd in Godis servyse:
The good Schepeherd that | her mene,
Ys he that keepeth hys Sowle clene:

Hys Flowyrs ben gret and sum ben small,
Lyke to hem that growyth in Dale;

With many a vertue both fayre and cler,
As ther ben dayes in alle the yere,

Fro fallyng Ewel and alle Sekeneys,
From Sorowe he brengyth man to Bles;
Unto that blese that wee maye come,
Byth the help of Marys Sonne:

And of hys Moder that ys so fre,

Amen good Lord for cherite.

Alchemical Aenigmas by Thomas Charnock

Back to English alchemical verse

AEnigma ad Alchimiam.

When vii. tymes xxvi. had run their rase,

Then Nature discovered his blacke face:

But when an C. and L. had overcome him in fight,
He made him wash his face white and bright:
Then came xxxvi. wythe greate rialltie,

And made Blacke and White away to fle:

Me thought he was a Prince off honoure,

For he was all in Golden armoure;



And on his head a Crowne off Golde

That for no riches it might be solde:

Which tyll | saw my hartte was colde

To thinke at length who should wyne the filde
Tyll Blacke and White to Red dyd yelde;
Then hartely to God did | pray

That ever | saw that joyfull day.

1572. T. Charnocke.

AEnigma ad Alchimiae.

When vii. tymes xxvi. had runne their rase,
Then Nature discoved his blacke face.

But whith an C. and L. came in with great blost
And made Blacke nye to flye the Coste:

Yet one came after and brought 30 off greate might,
Which made Blacke and White to flee quite;
Me though he was a Prince off honor,

For he was all in Golden Armoure,

And one his head a Crowne off Golde:

That for no riches it myght be solde,

And trewly with no Philosopher | do mocke;
For | did it my sellffe Thomas Charnocke:
Therefore God coomforte in thy warke

For all our wrettinges are verye darke,
Despyse all Bookes and them defye,

Wherein is nothing but Recipe & Accipe;

Fewe learned men with in this Realme,

Can tell the aright what | do meane;

| could finde never man but one,

Which cowlde teache me the secrets off or Stone:
And that a Pryste in the Close off Salesburie,
God rest his Soll in heven full myrie.

1572.
T. CHARNOCKE.

Experience and Philosophy

Back to English alchemical verse

EXPERIENCE AND PHILOSOPHY.

Have you not heard yee Princes great, you Lordsdiés all,
Of the mishap and heavy chaunce that now of latdadl?

A wofull Tale to tell

Who could expresse it well:

Oh that some learned Poet had byne

With me, to se that | have sene:

Or else some other standing by,

That well could write a Tragidy

Of lasting fame and memory.



For yet not since this World began,
Such cry, such clamour as was than
Heard never any earthly Man.

Experience that Princesse greate, | saw her iif leme
Of glory, where her Majesty delightes to sitt upon;
And on her wayting by

A blessed Company

Of Virgins pure, that as | gesse,

Were Children to that great Goddesse:

Their Princely port, their Comly grace,

Their pierles featur'd hand and face

Did schew them of Noble race:

But of their prudent skill to tell,

In Artes where in they did excell,

No earthly Toungue can do it well.

And as | gazed thus upon that strange and dreasifyit,
| saw how that Experience did teach these Ladgs,ri
The Seven Artes Divine,

With desent discipline,

By divers rules and orders grave,

As she thought good for them to have.

But for to see how diligent

And buisily their time they spent

To learne those Artes most excellent,

The endlesse travells that they tooke

From place to place, from booke to booke,

Amazed me on them to looke.

For some in divers Languages did reason dispute,
And others some did sing and play on Organ, HangeRute;
And some with Compasses found

All Measures square and round:

And some by Cyphering could tell

Infinite Summes and Numbers well:

And somes with Eloquence began

As Poets and Orators to scan

The Causes between Man and Man:

And some upon the Stars did gaze,

And other some sat in a Maze,

To judge of Seacrets that there was.

Soe that nothing created was under the Firmament,
That hath a Being or Life by any Element,

No Simple nor Compound

In all the World is found

Under the Sky, or Clouds that fly,

But they sought out the privity:

This Rocky Earth, this heavy Masse,

This Articke Virgin, this let not passe

To seeke the thing that therein was:

But put themselves in presse to creepe

Into the Center of the Deepe,

Where sundry Soules and Spirits doe sleepe.



This thing Experience gan prudently to debate,
With cheerfull looke and voyce full mylde, as ieseed to her state,
And soone decreed she

Of her benignity:

Not for their sundry paines | take,

But only for her Glory sake,

That all these ladies in a row

Should further of her Secrets know,

That from her Majesty did grow;

Wherewith to Councell called shee

A Lady grave of greate degree,

That named was Philosophy.

And after their discourse and talke, that Lady dietvne flatt
On hands & knees before the Queene in heaven ghersatt.
And looking upon her face

Did say unto her grace:

Blessed be thou Experience,

Full mighty is thou Influence;

Thy wondrous workes records full well

In wordell of wordels where thou doest dwell,

In Earth, in Heaven, and in Hell;

That thou art now the very same,

That of Nothing All things did frame,

Wherefor now blessed be thy Name.

Wherewith the Heavens opened, and fiery flamedadid
Downe from the Throne of endles Joy and feate imaper
Where Angels infinite

Like glistering Starrs did fitt:

So pure and simple was the Light,

As all the World had burnt bright;

The flames and floods began to roare,

And did present their hidden store,

Of Spirits that sing for evermore,

All glory and magnificence,

All humble thankes and reverence

Be giventoEXPERIENCE.

Then sylence fell upon the face of Heaven Chrisell
Where all the Powers mustered full ready to encline
To that most Sapient,

The high Omnipotent:

That said be it, and it was don,

Our Earth, Our Heaven were begun;

| am said it the most of might,

In worde of lyfe and eke in light.

| am Mercy and Judgement right,

The Depth is myne so is the Hight:

The Cold, the Hot, the Moyst, the Dry,

Where All in All is there am I.

What thing can tell when | began, or when | makeiaa?
Wherewith | wrought, and what | mought, or whaid ohtend?
To doe when | had done

The worke | had begun.



For when my Being was alone

One thing | made when there was none,
A Masse confused darkly clad

That in it selfe all Nature had

To form and shape the good and bad;
And then as Tyme began to fall,

It pleased me the same to call

The first Matter, Mother of all.

And from that Lumpe divided | foure sundry Elements
Whom | commanded for to raigne in divers Regiments:
In Kinde they did agree,

But not in Quiality.

Whose simple Substance | did take,

My seate invisible to make:

And of the Qualities compound,

I made the Starry Sky so round

With living Bodyes on the ground;

And blessed them infinitely,

With lyfe and long prosperity,

And bad them grow and Multiply.

Respecting these divided things so created by me,
Their light and lively spreading forth of them tmeir degree;
Retourning to the Masse,

Where there begining was,

And saw the refuse of the same,

How Voyd and Empty it became,

All darke, and nothing to remaine,

| put with wrath and great disdaine,

My only Curse therefor was no raygne;

For | the Author of all Light

Did banish Darkness from my sight,

And blessed all things that shined bright,

So that | mard nothing | made, for that which | maslstill,
And so schalbe unto the end, only to worke my will:
One thing was first imployd,

And shall not be destroid,

It compasseth the World so round,

A Matter easy to be found:

And yet most hardest to come by:

A Secret of Secrets pardye,

That is most vile and least set by,

And it my Love and my Darling,

Conceived with all living thing,

And travells to the Worlds ending.

What neede have | of mans Devise of Peny or of &oun
Of Gold or Silver, Lead or Tynn or Copper in thegnd,
Iron or Silver Quick,

Whereat the blind to prick;

Of Cankered Corosives that rust,

By Salts and sulphurs all to dust?

Seeke out therefore my darling deare;

For unto me it is most neere,



My spouse my Love and my Compeare:
And unto it looke thou direct

My seaven Children long elect,

That all things else they might reject.

A Child begetting his owne Father, and bearingvhigher,
Killing himselfe to give lyfe, and light to all ogh:
Is yt that | do meane,

Most myld and most extreame.

Did not the Word that dwelt in me

Take forme and walked visibly;

And did not | then dwell in it,

That dwelt in me for to unite

Three powers in one seate to sit?

And the Experience did say

Now knowest thou all, heers lyes the Key,
And then she vanisht cleane away.

There with arose Phylosophy as one filled with grac
Whose looks did shew that she had byne in somedidaplace:
For oft she wipt her Eyes,

And oft she bowd her knees.

And oft she kist the Steps with dread,

Whereon Experience did tread,;

And oft she cast he Head on high

And oft full low she cast her Eye

Experience for to espy:

But when she saw that she was gon,

And that her selfe was left alone:

I never hread thing make such mone.

FINIS.

Liber Patris Sapientiae

Back to English alchemical verse

LIBER PATRIS
SAPIENTIAE.

Thow that thys Boke beginneth to rede,

Keepe well thys Councell the better schalt thowdspe
Be thow in a place secret by thyself alone,

That noe man see or here what thow schalt sayre.do

2. Yet ere thow begyn to rede much, take thow doamte,
Wyth whom thow kepest company | councell thee imged
Trust not thy freind too much, wherefore thow goe,

For he that thow trustest best sometyme may beRbge

3. And take hede to the words of the Fader of Wggdo
How he techeth hys Sonne how he schould done;
To kepe hys precepts of bodely governance



And wyth hys Conyng he will gretly advance.

4. And yf thow wylt not to hys wordys take hede,
Thow schalt stand here oft in gret feare and dread.
For he that hath a fore wytt he nedes not do amysse
And he that doth Folly the Folly schalbe hys.

5. Now my dere Sonne be thow not a know
To Lerned nor to Leud, to Hygh nor to Low:
Neyther to Young nor Old, Rych nor Poore,
Unto them thow tech nothyng my Lore.

6. Also to scuche men that hold themselves wise,
And so forth to the foolys that glyde on the Ice:
They weene in grete Bokes schould be the Art

Of the Science of Alchemy, but they be not worfara

7. Therefor my Sonn to thee thys Science | may teelth,
And yf thow wylt upon thy enemy be wreach;

Or to purchase or build any good thyng,

It schalbe to thy gret furtheryng.

8. Thys worthy Science of Alchemy if thow wylt &@dre,
A lyttle mony out of thy purse thow must forbeare;
To buy therewyth Flos Florum it is most worthiest,
And to build well her Cabyn and her Nest.

9.And if thow put out mony for any other thing.
It is to thy losse; and to thy great hindring:
Except yt be for thy workes naturall Foode.
Which is had out of Stone, Ayre and Wood.

10. And if thow have all thyngs wythin the growing,
Then thow needest not to to buy any manner of thing
That schould be to thys Science belonging,

But beware of thy selfe for feare of hanging.

11. For then thow and thys Scyence were for exar lo
If thow make thereof any manner of boast,

To any Man or Woman, Old or Young,

Beware of thy selfe for feare of discovering.

12. For if thow make any man privie

Of thy Councell, Rich or Needy,

Thow must so beware Sleeping or Waking,
For once ymagining of Money making.

13. For yf God sends thee grace and understanding
Wyth thys Scyence thow mayst have good lyving:
But beware of speach of Women liberall,

And of the voice and fight of Children generall.

14. Sonn in thyne owne howse thow maist well gett
A good Morsell of meat they mouth to sweet,

Both Pheasant, Partridge, Plover and Leveret,
Though thow cry yt not owte in the common Market.



15. Therefore kepe close of thy Tongue and of thpd{
From the Officers and Governours of the Land;

And from other men that they of thy Craft nothinmpky,
For in wytnes thereof they wyll thee hang and draw.

16. And thereof the People will the at Sessiongyimil
And great Treason against the they wyll write;
Wythowt that the Kings grace be to thee more,
Thow schalt for ever in thys world be forlore.

17. Alsoe wythowt thow be sure of another thyng,
To purchase the Lycence of thy King:

For all manner of doubts thee schall betide,

The better thow maiste Work, and both goe and ride.

18. Alsoe another thing | schall thee lere,

The poore People take thow nothing deare,

But ever serve thy God alway at the begynnyng,
And among the poore People the better schalbeimg!

19. Now my Chylde to my precepts looke thow takéehe
Whatsoever fall after the better schall thow spede.
Better it ys to have a thyng, then for it to wish,

For when thow feelst a Sore tis hard for thee teagecech.

20. Now my deare Son to the | wyll declare,

More of thys Warke which schalbe thy welfaire;

If thow canst consider all my sayings,

For therewyth thow mayest finde a full preciousthi

21. And Son though thys Writing be made in Ryme,
Yet take thow thereat noe greate disdaine.

Till thow hast proved my words in deede and in titdy
Iwatt it well it schalbe set at nought.

22. Therefor of all Bodyes and Spyrits more ordess
Mercury is called Flos Florum and worthiest Prysees
For her Birth and marvelous dealing,

Sche ys most worthiest to have byne King.

23. For sche ys Erth and Water most heviest,

And sche will conjoyne wyth Fire and Aire most |ygst;
And so forth wyth her love sche will run and flee,

For sche delighteth noe other game or glee.

24. Some say that of Sulphur and Mercury all Bodye®rall are made,
Ingendered in the Erth with divers Colours cladd:

By the vertue of Decoccion before Preperacion,

To the lykenes of every body Mynerall in ther fashi

25. 1 will first begin wyth Saturne after other nsesayings,

How he ys ingendered in the Erth wyth unclene Merélying:

And of Mercury he ys most heviest wyth black Sulghirth mixed,
Save he ys soft of fusion, and hys Sulphur notfiiey.



26. Jupiter is a whyte Body made pure Mercury outywa
And of clere Sulphur somewhat Erthly and white imya
He ys kynde softest and well in his fixation,

For he is almost fixt, but he lacketh Decoction.

27. Mars ys a white Body most of unclean Mercurthim Erth y'made,
And he ys hardest of fusion with Sulphur Erthlydda

To blackness and rednes he will soonest consume,

By heate or by corrosive when the Spirit beginriettume.

28. Sol is the purest from what red & is made ehel Mercury & Sulphur fixed,
Ingendered with clere red Sulphur, in the Erth wled,

And therefore he ys without defalt and lacketh egrée;

For he ys almost hardest of Fusion and heviesbiniprossity.

29. Venus ys a Body more red of pure Mercury madeys substance,
Most of red Sulphur and greene and therein is gradnce:

In the Erth ingendered with Corrosive and bittdrstance,

Well fixed and hard of fusion, rude in governance.

30. Mercury ys a Body if he be with a Substance edov
Mixing one kinde with his kinde, so schall he beda;

On Spirit received wyth another, the which of theenmaine,
Is casue of ingeneration of every body Mettalyne.

31. Luna ys a pure white Body of clene Mercury &Bur white ingendered
And sche is a litle hard of fusion & almost weldd

And sche is next cleanest in Tincture of whitenes,

Of Ponderosity light, of Jupiter bearing his whien

32. And soe after the Colour of that Erth ys Sutphad receptuall,
Some men do say ys engendered every Metall;
But my Son the perfect worke of thys alteration,
I schall informe the true way of another fashion.

33. Now have | declared the working of the Bodigmbstall,
Whereof they be ingendered after other mens sayingsall;
And as in place of the Erth one Body was fully wgbt)
Soe must the artificiall Medicine, be or else itngsight.

34. Now will | declare the worthiness of Mercuryspeciall,
How sche ys the notalest Spirit that ys mynerall,

Most marvelous in working and in degree,

Sche is called the Matter principallest of the ¢hre

35. Also sche ys very subtile in many things auitifi,
Sche will both give and take Tincture most speciall
To hym or of hym that sche loveth most best,

In speciall when sche ys warmed in her Nest.

36. My Son Mercury ys called the mightiest Flos i,
And most royall, and richest of all the Singulorum;
Sche ys very Patron and Princes most royall,

And sche ys very Mother of every Mettall.

37. Sche ys Vegitable, Animalle and Minerall,



Sche ys Foure in kinde, and One in generall:
Sche is Erth, Aire, Water and Fyre,
Among all other sche hath no Peere.

38. Sche kylleth and slayeth, and also doth calcine
Sche dyeth, and also doth sche live againe;

Sche giveth lyfe and also ingression,

For joyntly sche ys three in one.

39. Sche ys a very frendly mixar,
The progeneration of a greate Elixar:
Sche ys both Body Soule and Spirite,
In Colour very red, black and white.

40. Many be the wooers that hang on her tayle,
But sche will not with them I'deale;

They would her wedd against her will,

With foemen that liken her full ill.

41. Sche will deale with no manner of wight,
But with her Husbande as it ys greate right:
With him sche will bear much fruit,

For he ys by her nature of her selfe same sute.

42. My Son of hem Fooles have much dispight,

And therein such Fooles loose their light:

For sometymes he ys darke, and sometymes bright,
For he ys lyke no other wight.

43. For if they have their kynde ingendering,
Their naturall foode and goode keeping,
They schall increase fruit by dede,

Very red and white, King and Queene.

44. My Son in thys Scyence | doe deny,

All things that be discording truly,

All manner of Salts | doe defie,

And all manner of Sulphurs in waters of Corrosie.

45. Also Alloome, Vitrial, Auripigmentum and Haire,
Gold, Silver, Alkaly and Sandiver;

Honey, Wax, and Oyles or Calx else,

Gumms, Galls, and also Egg shells.

46. Also | defie Antimony, Berrall, and Christall,
Rosinm Pitch, also Amber, Jett and Corrall;
Hearbs, Dated Stones, Marble, or Tinglas,

If there come any of all these it ys the worse.

47. Also Berrills, Gotts Hornes, and Alome plome,
Good with them will none be done;

All things that discordeth from Mettall,

It ys contrary to thy worke in generall.

48. My Son many fooles to me have sought,
Good with them and | accord right nought;



| leave them there as | them finde,
And as Fooles | make them blinde.

49. For whych Mercury they have errd full sore

And then when they had they could doe no more,
Therefore in Phylosophers sche bear'th the floower,
For sche ys King, Prince, and Emperour.

50. Yet my deare Son be thow not a knowne

To Learned, nor to Lewde, to High, nor to Low;
That thys worke standeth by Mercury and in her, fire
Her owne speciall Love both life and deare.

51. For he yse her Son, sche ys hys Fright,
In whome sche worketh all her myght:

He ys her Son, sche ys hys Mother,

Sche loveth him peramore and no other.

52. In Sol, and Lune, in her meeting ys all love,
For our Mercury only ys all her behove,

And with them sche worketh all her might,

But they may never increase on fright.

53. Therefor it ys possible to cast a Projectiorepu
Upon a Million to make a perfect Body of tincture:
Wyth Medicine of Spirits well joyned and fixed,

It schall not be perceived where it ys well mixed.

54. And therefor if there com Silver or Gold intlay Gate,
The which men use in coyne or in common Plate;

| sweare by God that all thys world hath wrought,

All thy labour and warke schall turne to nought.

55. For with what Mettall soever that Mercury bgrjed,
Because of her Coldness and Moistnes sche ys acloyd
Put them never so close togeder sche will fume anon
And when they come into the fire sche wil sone bieeg

56. Therefore Mercury hath a Lover that passetmthe
A thousandfold, who so will him ken

And he ys her Lover and her Leman sweete,

And so hys Councell sche will keepe.

57. Both in hys Chamber and also in hys Bedd,
Also alive and when they byne dead;

Seeke yee forth fooles as ye have sought,

For in all other things finde yee right nought.

58. As | said in the 32. Chapter unto my Conclusion
How | schould informe the truth after another fashi
And to perform thys Scyence both in word and deede,
In making of our Medicine God must us speede.

60. The which ys called the greate Elixer,
And ys verily made with a stronge mixar;
The which is a Stone very Minerall,



And thow maist him well gett ever all.

61. My Son thow schalt take to Mercury no othendhi
But Erth that's heavy and hard and stiff standing:
The which in himselfe ys derke bright dry and cold,
To joyne them togeder thow maist be full bold.

62. One of them to 10 parts of that Water runniruginieaviest
And they schalbe both one, and to thy warke moghti@st:
Then hast thow Man and Woman togeder brought,

The which ys done by greate love in a thought.

63. The which two be both Spirits, & one Body miosaviest,

When they be in your Chamber and bed joyned ireteenent lightest,
The which ys more bigger, and bigger hott and dry,

And therein they will both kiss togeder & neitheeape nor cry.

64. For when Erth and Water ys well mixed,

By the vertue of the lightest Element well hardand fixed:
For before that time they be Water running both,

And then schall turne to fix body be they nevetasdh.

65. For theyr bed they schall make a perpetualj@umtion,
After the feeding of the light Element and of thgioportion;
Soe schould they be decoct, having the parfeiséimn,

In the likenes of a body on fusion having hys fashi

66. But as the first in their Bed they may inducegneate heate,
Soe as they may well labour in their Bed for sweate

Att the first if there be in their Chamber overmueld Colour,
Hastily going thereto will cause greate Dolour.

67. For in their first Nest they schould be bothevaunning,
And because of heate they schould be ever drying.

And so therein become a subtill dry Substance,

The which warke schall thee greately avaunce.

68. Therefor their Nest must be made of a strongei

Of the most hardest and cleerest Body, that thépuowinde;
For if it so be that their Chamber or Nest begibiteak,

Anon out thereof they will begin to Creake.

69. And then ys all thy warke and thy greate labost,

Then thou maist begin againe upon a new cost,

And so thow mayest not be negligent and hastypbtibf the bed be sure,
Without it be hard stuff and clere it will not incku

70. And if thow wil at the first hand give suddaineate,
It will unto thy Warke be nothing meete;

And if thow let him have any suddaine greate Cold,
All thys schall breke thy warke, then art thow tud

71. Let their Nest be somewhat large with a braadée,
And therein they schall abide if it be strong alabe above;
And in proportion put thereto nothing more nor &ss

But as ys sayd before if thow doe yt ys the worse.



72. Also from the beds head there must rise a Higwaite,

And another almost downe to the bottome that thigt$o not out;
For thou must save the flyers that swim into thpasplace,

For they may hereafter ingender a body as wehasther in space.

73. Also be sure that thow put in their Bed no othing,
Then thereof thow schalt have no greate winnyng,

If thow do thys it schall be to thee for the best

To keepe them close from flying and warme in tingst.

74. First with soft fyre her Nest must be warmed,

With a litle bigger Fyre with overmuch they schaliz@med,
Under thy Chamber flowre measure thy Fyre with tyme
Then commeth the reward, Gold and Silver fine.

75. After the quantity space and tyme must be had,

For to deale todether they be in their dealing glad

And how long space and tyme | cannot well say,

That they in their Chamber and Nest wilbe in spod play.

76. Behold the uppermost of their Nest what theraroeth out,
The sweting of their Bodys labouring round aboute,

And when they have played and sweate and laboursdrs,
They wilbe still, and neither labour nor sweate aryre.

77. Then let them coole easily, and draw their threa

And then there schalbe some above and some beneath:
There thou schalt see a Stone as it were grey pguth
Which schalbe to the[e] a ryght greate wonder.

78. Then take them out of their Chamber and Bedano
And lay them upon a Marble stone and breake themedn:
And looke what thow hast in of Colour and Pondeyost
Put to him as much Flos florum greatest in dignity.

79. That ys the same Spirit that thow hadst before,

And so medle them togeder and leare them the samge |
Altogeder in another Bed and in their Chamber tmengt be,
For a marvelous warke thereof thow schalt undedstend see.

80. And thus so oft thow must Multiplie thy Warke,
To ascend and descend into the Aire as doth theeLar
For when the Larke ys weary above in hys stound,
Anon he falleth right downe to the ground.

81. Behold well their Body, and to their head lainé Eare,
And harken thow well what wark they make there:

If they begin to sing any manner of voyce,

Give them more heate till thow heare no noyce.

82. And thus give them more heate in their ChamaberBed also,
Till thou hearest no manner of noyse rumbling to fno:

And thus continue in their Bed in their sportingy®s,

After the quantity thereof continue so may dayes.



83. When their play and wrestling ys all well done,

In their voyce singing and crying and sweating np downe;
Give their Chamber bigger heate till their Nesrée,

And so bring the downe low and have no feare neadir

84. For thus with heate they schalbe brought @i, |
That they schall in their Bed ne cry nor crow,

But as a Body lye still downe in their Bed,

In their owne liknes as they were bodyes dead.

85. Of Grey and White ys all hys cheife Colour,

For then he ys past all hys greate Dolour:

| sweare by Almighty God that all hath wrought,

Thow hast found out that many other Men hath saught

86. Then take thow hym out of hys Chamber and Bed,
And thow schalt then find a fixt Body as he weradte
Keepe thow hym close and secretly within thy place,
And thank Almightly God of hys grace.

87. Now my Son before thys, after thys Sciencevehight well sought
And thus to thee | have the White Elixer parfetiypught;

And if thow wilt of the Red Elixer parfetly undeasid,

Thow must take such another warke in hand.

88. My Son whan thow hast wrought more upon more,
Dubling each time as | said before;

Make thow what thow wilt of Red substance,

As | did the White warke in manner of Governance.

89. Then thow must take the Red Stone that ysoaidier,
And lay on a Mable Stone and breake him asunder;
And to medle him with the white Spirit and Wategeile,
And so put him in hys Bed and Chamber in the Fire.

90. And so in hys Chamb. & hys Bed, he must alstiwhile be
Till thow hast turn'd and brought him to anothemmer of glee:
Thys Red Elixer if thow wilt open worke heare,

Thys manner of Schoole thow must right well leare.

91. Thow must hang him in his Chamber with red @glo
Till he be fixed and brought from hys great Dolour:
Then of thys worthy warke be not thow agast,

For in the warke all the worst ys past.

92. And so in hys fiery Nest and Chamber let hinsiies,
For the longer he be in, the better schalbe hysuie;
Soe that he runn not like blood overcoming hysdusi
Then hast thow parfectly thys worke in conclusion.

93. Thus he must continue in thys greate heatérioigf

Till he be full fixed that he be not running noyifig:

Then he will give tincture without Number runninkd wax,
Unto hys like of fusion he will both joyne and mix.

94. And yf thy Warke be thus well guided and sdatded



Then hast thow in thy Warke right well and wittdped:
For if thow do otherwise then | have thee tould,
In the adventure of thy warke thow maist be to bold

95. For if thow warke by good measure and parfguoet
Thow schalt have very good Gold and Silver fine;
Than schalt thow be richer in thy self than anydin
Wythowt he labour the Science and have the samg.thi

96. Now my deare Son | schall teach thee how tbac&sojection,
Therein lyeth all the greate prafetnes with the asion:
To leade an imparfect Body to hys greate parfestes
In joyning that like to hys like thow standest io distres.

97. For when thow hast joyned the milke to the Bxsdgry,
Than hast thow the White and Red Elixer truly:

The which ys a Marvilous and very precious Stone,
For therein lieth in thys Science all the worke mpo

98. In thys Science these Stones be in themsedvpeesious,
That in their working and nature they be marvelous:

To schew thee the greate vertue furthermore Ideitllare,
That if thow canst with thys manner of working wialie.

99. First thow must take of that Body which ys nggt in perfection,
And of his colour toward in ponderosity & proportio

Being soluble as it were cleere blood running,

In the hot Element yt ys alwayes lightest and fiept

100. Then take part of the Red Elixer that ys tleeipus Stone,
And cast him upon that body that ys blood runningra

And whan thow hast thus parfectly thys warke wraugh

It schalbe turned into parfect Sol with litle lalbax nought.

101. On the same wise do for Luna that is in thie@aso white,
In joyning with that body that is schining and savhat light;

In the same proportion cast him the very white 8ton

And then ys all thy greatest warke both made amido

102. Than hast thow both the Red warke and theajVhit
Therefore blessed be that tyme both day and night:
For thys warke that standeth by greate vertue avel |
Thow must thanke Almighty God in heaven above.

103. Sonn in the 21 Chapter there write | a fuletRime,
That ys to say unto thys warke thow have no gréataine;
Till thow have proved my words in deed and thought,

| know it well thys Science schalbe set at nought.

104. My Son to these last precepts looke thow talal hede,
For better ‘tys to have then to wish for in timenefede:

For who so ys bold in tyme to a Freind to breake,

He that ys thy Freind may be thy Fo and hys emnigake.

105. And therefor my Son | schall give thee a grediarge,
In uttering of speech be thow not to large;



To tell every man what thow hast in Silver or Gold,
For to have it from thee many men wilbe right bold.

106. Also use not to revill or ryott that schoulateede
To thy bodily health, the better schalt thow speede
Use temperate dyet and temperate travell,

Forr when Physitian thee fayleth thys schall thesle.

107. And leave all blind warkes that thow has se®rteeard of Conclusions
Or proved by Sublimations, Preperations, Distiiati, or Dissolutions;

Of such manner of things greate Bokes do greatyifip

And all those contrary sayings in this Craft | daiply deny.

108. Also my Son remember how thou art mortall,
Abiding but a while in thys World which ys terréaatt.
Thow wottest not how long nor hence how soone,
That death schall thee visitt and unto thee Come.

109. And remember thee well at thy departing,
Whome thow lovedst and trustedst best old and young
Make him thine Heire and most of thy Councell,

And give him thy Cunning or thy Boke every deale.

110. But beware of flattering and glosing People,

Of Boasters and Crackers for they will thee beguile

Of thy precious Cunning behinde or beforne,

And when they have their intent they will give theescorne.

111. Therefor make no Man of thy Councell rude nustie,
But him that thow knowest both true and trustie;

In ryding and going sleeping and waking,

Both in word and deede and hys disposing.

112. Also in thy owne Chamber looke thow be secret,
That thy dores and windowes be close shet;

For some wyll come and looke in every Corner,

And anon they will aske what thow makest there.

113. And therefore a good excuse must soone be had,
Or else thow schalt verily wine for to run madd;

Say thow labourest fore both sleeping and waking,

To the perfect way of strange Colours making.

114. As yt be sure Bice, Vermillion, Aurum Musicu&pthers moe
Or else with some people thow schalt never haveea d

Also thereof thow must have many samples to schew,

Or else they that harmes thinke will say so.

115. Also furthermore | give thee right good wamin
Beware of thy warking and also of thy uttering,

For the examination of the People better or wose,
Ere thow have for thy warke thy mony in thy purse.

116. Therefor take heede my Son unto these Chdptscere
And all manner of things said what schould be deiote:
For Astronomy thow must have right good feeling,



Ore else in thys Boke thow schalt have simple bilge

117. For thow must know well of seaven principleaGitters,

To what Bodyes in heaven moving that they be likeinghose figures
And to understand their properties and their Caoioi,

In Colours, qualities, softnes, hardnes, & in tipgoper fashions.

118. Now Son to thee that understandest perfeétiSaiences
Whether it be Spectulative or Practick to my secgsn

In thys Science and labour | thinke it greate ruthe
Therefore | write to thee very truth.

119. And to thee that understand no parfectiorpnactike
In no conclusion proved that schould be to hys widikte,
By Almightly God that all thys world hath wrought,

| have said and performed to the right nought.

120. Therefore my Son before that thow thys Bokgirhe
Understand wisely in thys what ys written therein:

For if thow canst not finde by thys Boke neithet &ar Moyne,
Then go forth an seeke thow further as other folséa® done.

Explicit Liber dictus Pater Sapientiae.
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Everard's Commentary on Emerald Tablet

[Transcribed from Ms. Ashmole 1440.]
Back to pieces on Emerald Tabl@&ack to alchemical texts

Tabula Smaragdina
or
The Table of Emerald
said to be found
in the Sepulchre of Hermes

with glosses (in italic)



by John Everard, Doctor of Divinity

1.1t is true without any lying, certain and most true, that which is inferior, or below, is as that whit is
superior or abovethere being one Universal matter and form oftatigs, differenced only by accident, and
particularly by that great mystery of Rarefactiow &ondensatiognd that which is superior as that which is
inferior, to work and accomplish the Miracles of ore thing, and to show the great variety and diversity of
operations wrought by that Spirit that workeththihgs in all things.

2. And as all things were from ONE, by the Mediation one, God having created all things in the beginning,
which is the beginning of all things, and the wisdof his Fatherso all things spring and took their original
from this one thing by adaptation or fitting itself accordingly in number weight and measure, for Wisdom builds
her own house.

3. The Father of this one thing or that which he useth instead of an Agent, lith&l Operations thered§ the
Sun, and the mother thereofor which supplies the place of a female and Paigeihe Moon; the Nurse thereof
receiving in her lap all the influences of heat amuisture, the Sulphur and Mercury of Nature (f@ Spirit of
GOD moveth not but upon the Face of the watethe Earth. The Wind or Air carried in its Belly as one of the

links in the chain, that link superior things te@h that are below.

4. This is the Fatheroriginal and fountairof all perfection, and all the secret and miraculous things dorteén
world; Whose force is then perfect and complet® perform those Miracles, and many mestgen it is turned
into Earth; that is from a volatile and unfixed thing as aswboth before and in the preparation, to a mestfi
Earth, but quintessential, wherein all the virtass both concentred and doubled, nay infinitelygased. To which
purposeThou shalt separate the Earth from the Fire for they being united, and the subject beingdng thing
(like Adam and Eve before their separation, ordatermaphrodite, a man and a woman joined togetek to
back) could not generate or beget, till all pagssbparated, and purgedhd the subtle or fineaetherealrom the
thick or gross, sweetlyand with much leisure all haste being from Hellj avith a greate deal of wit, judgment and
discretion: for to every thing there is an appaniene, and for the production of all animals, vedpes and
minerals, the measure of the Igne (fire) is meakWeEdras 4, 37. And therefore is requisite lpattience to
persevere and expect the appointed time, and viidgrment to find, and order the filé ascendeth from Earth
to Heaven, and descendeth from Heaven to Eartleyen as the rain, which in like manner is oftenodiztied upon
the earth; and one part of it is by the appointneéntisdom fixed into earth, whilst another parteairth is
attenuated and dissolved; this being the perpeto&bn of wisdom itself : and by this means it acgfl the virtue
and power of all things above, the subtilty, purfignetrative activity of fire, light, heavand things below the
fluidness, fixedness and capableness of all infltaepwhich the lower elements of Earth and Watee o shalt
thou have the glory of the whole worldwhich consisteth in long life, health, youth, rishevisdom and virtue,
Therefore shall all obscurity fly from theethe obscurity and darkness of the body, its dipamand sickness; of
the Soul and Mind, that which ariseth from thes®ignces which is cured not in the branch onlyittie root,
when we have put our light in a clear glaBsis is the most strong strength of all strengththe mightiest
expression of all the power strength and efficafayadure which can be in sublunary thinfgs, it will overcome
any subtle thing as metals in Mercury, and the spirit of the bspighich though they be thin it will be congealed,
and though they be volatile, it will fix: and likése in living weight, there is no disease so gpadibut it will root it
out: and every hard thing it will pierce as well in compact metals with whom it will joinseparably, as in
diseases that affect the solidest part of bodikas was the World created Therefore do the philosophers call
their Stone, the little world made of the same Ghand after the same manner that the great ond-vam
whence will be wonderful adaptationsor fittings of Agents and Patients, and by thatins strange productions in
all the kingdoms of Nature, animal, vegetable aienal :and the manner of them is thiswhich is showed and
set down before, and the method of operation theeséherefore am | called Hermes Trismegistusr the thrice
greatest Mercunhaving the three parts of the philosophy of the whe world, and endowed with the knowledge
of the Body, Soul and Spirit, whereof all thingsisist, and of all things that are in the three &mgs of Nature.
Thus endeth that which | have spoken of the operaiih of the Sun for whatsoever is made or done in all
sublunary matters, is done only by the power of3ha, of whom the Psalmist saith the Almighty haliced his
Tabernacle, it being the Fountain of all naturather Nature itself in the Creatures, which is inajtbut the finger
or ordinate power of the Almighty; And the fingarmower of God, is God himself, to whom is duetldlt, and
infinitely more, than the creatures can possibbriae unto him.



Blessed be He for evermore.
Amen.
Finished at Fulham on Sunday August 9, 1640.
By J.E.D.D.

[i.e. John Everard Doctor of Divinity]

Tabula Smaragdina from the Geheime
figuren

This picture, plain and insignificant in appearance
Concealeth a great and important thing.

Yea, it containeth a secret of the kind

That is the greatest treasure in the world.

For what on this earth is deemed more excellent
Than to be a Lord who ever reeketh with gold,
And hath also a healthy body,

Fresh and hale all his life long,

Until the predestined time

That cannot be overstepped by any creature.

All this, as | have stated, clearly



Is contained within this figure.

Three separate shields are to be seen,
And on them are eagle, lion, and free star.
And painted in their very midst

Artfully stands an imperial globe.

Heaven and Earth in like manner

Are also placed herein intentionally,

And between the hands outstretched towards eaen oth
Are to be seen the symbols of metals.
And in the circle surrounding the picture
Seven words are to be found inscribed.
Therefore | shall now tell

What each meaneth particularly

And then indicate without hesitation

How it is called by name.

Therein is a secret thing of the Wise

In which is to be found great power.

And how to prepare it will also

Be described in the following:

The three shields together indicate

Sal, Sulphur and Mercurium.

The Sal hath been one Corpus that

Is the very last one in the Art.

The Sulphur henceforth is the soul
Without which the body can do nothing.
Mercurius is the spirit of power,

Holding together both body and soul,
Therefore it is called a medium

Since whatever is made without it hath no stability
For soul and body could not die

Should spirit also be with them.

And soul and spirit could not be

Unless they had a body to dwell in,

And no power had body or spirit

If the soul did not accompany them.

This is the meaning of the Art:

The body giveth form and constancy,

The soul doth dye and tinge it,

The spirit maketh it fluid and penetrateth it.
And therefore the Art cannot be

In one of these three things alone.

Nor can the greatest secret exist alone:

It must have body, soul, and spirit.

And now what is the fourth,

From which the three originate,

The same names teach thee

And the sevenfold star in the lower shield.
The Lion likewise by its colour and power
Showeth its nature and its property.

In the Eagle yellow and white are manifest.
Mark my words well, for there is need of care:
The imperial orb doth exhibit

The symbol of this highest good.

Heaven and earth, four elements,

Fire, light, and water, are therein.

The two hands do testify with an oath



The right reason and the true knowledge,
And from what roots are derived

All of the metals and many other things.
Now there remain only the seven words,
Hear further what they mean:

If thou dost now understand this well

This knowledge shall nevermore fail thee.
Every word standeth for a city

Each of which hath but one gate.

The first signifieth gold, is intentionally yellow.
The second for fair white silver.

The third, Mercurius, is likewise grey.

The fourth for tin, is heaven-blue.

The fifth for iron, is blood-red.

The sixth for copper, is true green.

The seventh for lead, is black as coal.
Mark what | mean, understand me well:

In these city gates, indeed,

Standeth the whole ground of the Art.

For no one city alone can effect anything,
The others must also be close at hand.
And as soon as the gates are closed

One cannot enter any city.

And if they had no gates

Not one thing could they accomplish.

But if these gates are close together

A ray of light appeareth from seven colors.
Shining very brightly together

Their might is incomparable.

Thou canst not find such wonders on earth,
Wherefore hearken unto further particulars:
Seven letters, and seven words,

Seven cities, and seven gates,

Seven times, and seven metals,

Seven days, and seven ciphers.

Whereby | mean seven herbs

Also seven arts and seven stones.
Therein stands every lasting art.

Well for him who findeth this.

If this be too hard for thee to understand
Here me again in a few other particulars:
Truly | reveal to thee

Very clearly and plainly, without hatred or envy,
How it is named with one word

Vitriol, for him who understandeth it.

If thou wouldst oft figure out

This Cabbalistic way with all diligence,
Seven and fifty in the cipher

Thou findest figured everywhere.

Let not the Work discourage thee,
Understand me rightly, so shalt thou enjoy it.
Besides that, note this fully,

There is a water which doth not make wet.
From it the metals are produced,

Itis frozen as hard as ice.

A moistened dust a fuller wind doth raise,



Wherein are all qualities.

If thou dost not understand this,

Then | may not name it for thee otherwise.
Now | will instruct thee

How it should be prepared.

There are seven ways for this art,

If thou neglectest any of them thou workest in vain
But thou must, before all things else, know
Thou hast to succeed in purification.

And although this be twofold,

Thou art in need of one alone.

The first work is freely done by it

Without any other addition,

Without distilling something in it,

Simply through its putrefication.

From all of its earthliness

Is everything afterwards prepared.

This first way hath two paths,

Happy is he who goeth on the right path.
The first extendeth through the strength of fire,
With and in itself, note this well.

The second extendeth further

Until one cometh to treasure and to gain.
This is done by dissolving,

And again by saturating, | inform you:

This must be undertaken first of all,

So comest thou to the end of the fine art.
After the whole purification hath been completed
It will be prepared and boiled in the sun
Or in the warm dung of its time,

Which extendeth itself very far

Until it becometh constant and perfect,
And the treasure of the Wise is in it.

The other ways are very subtle

And many mighty one fail therein,

For here is the purpose of the distillation
And the sublimation of the Wise Men.

The separation of the four elements

Is also called by the Wise Men

Air, water, and rectified fire.

The earth on the ground hath mislead many,
Having been deemed a worthless thing,
Although all the power lieth in it.

Some know not how to separate it

From their Cortibus, therefore they fail.

It was cast behind the door,

But the Wise Man taketh it up again,
Purifieth it snow-white and clear:

This is the ground, | say in truth.

But if thou dost wish to separate it,

Note that it is of no little importance,

For if they are not prepared

Then you are in error, that | swear.
Therefore thou must also have some vinegar
Which is revealed to the Wise Men,
Wherewith thou wilt effect the separation,



So that nothing earthly remaineth in it any mo
Till body and soul have to be separated,
Otherwise called fire and earth

And after they are thus purified,

And thereupon followeth the mixture, observe!
And so it cometh to a wondrous strength,
The finished figures with the unfinished.
And if the fire be likewise rightly controlled,
It will be entirely perfect

In much less time than a year.

Now thou hast the entire way in its length
On which are not more than two paths.
From these one soon wandereth and goeth astray,
Else it all standeth clear and plain.

The one is the water of the Wise Men,
Which is the Mercurius alone.

The other is called a vinegar,

And it is known only to a very few.

And this vinegar doth circle

Away from the philosophical iron.

It is Lord Aes whom it makcth glad.
Therefore they have combined so closely
Many hundred forms and names are given
After each hath chosen it.

One way springeth from the true source,

A few have worked on it for a whole year.
But many through their art and craft

Have shortened so long a space of time.
And quickly is the preparation set free

As Alchemy doth point out.

The preparation alone

Maketh this stone great and glorious.
Although there is but one matter

It lacketh nothing else.

But when it is clarified

Its name hath misled many.

However, | have revealed enough to thee
In many ways, forms, and fashions.

There are many names; | say

Let not thyself be misled from the true way.
In their scriptures the Elders write

That it is a draught, a great poison.

Others call it a snake, a monster,

Which is not costly anywhere.

It is common to all men.

Throughout the world, to rich and also to poor.
It is the property of the metals

Through which they conquer victoriously.
The same is a perfection

And setteth a golden crown upon it.

Now the practice is completed

For him who understandeth it and knoweth the matter
Only two things more are to be chosen
Which thou wilt find by now

If thou dost follow the right way



And attend carefully to thy work.

The composition is the one

Which the Wise Men kept secret.

The nature of the fire also hath hidden cratft;
Therefore its order is another.

With that, one should, not deal too much

Or else all execution is lost.

One cannot be too subtle with it.

As the hen hatcheth out the chick

So also shall it be in the beginning,

And time itself will prove it.

For just as the fire is regulated

Will this treasure itself be produced.

Be industrious, constant, peaceful, and pious,
And also ask God for His help:

If thou dost obtain that, then always remember
The poor and their needs.

Emerald Tablet of Hermes

Many years ago, a group of people decided to pulliferent translations of the Emerald Tablet sadous
commentaries upon it. The group broke up, the waak never finished.... Here is some of what renthikferses
have been numbered for comparison. - Jon Marshall.

Back to pieces on Emerald Tablet

The Emerald Tablet of Hermes

History of the Tablet

History of the Tablet (largely summarised from Ne&eh 1980, & Holmyard 1957)
The Tablet probably first appeared in the Westitiens of the psuedo-Aristotlean Secretum Secoatowhich
was actually a translation of the Kitab Sirr al-&sra book of advice to kings which was translateal latin by
Johannes Hispalensis c. 1140 and by Philip of Tirgppd243. Other translations of the Tablet mayehbeen made
during the same period by Plato of Tivoli and Hagl$antalla, perhaps from different sources.
The date of the Kitab Sirr al-Asrar is uncertaimgugh ¢.800 has been suggested and it is notwleam the tablet
became part of this work.
Holmyard was the first to find another early aralgesion (Ruska found a 12th centruy recensiomiteay to have
been dictated by Sergius of Nablus) in the Kitabugss al-Uss al-Thani (Second Book of the Elemefts
Foundation) attributed to Jabir. Shortly after Rughkund another version appended to the Kitababikhaliga wa
San at al-Tabi'a (Book of the Secret of Creatiodi e Art of Nature), which is also known as théakiBalaniyus
al-Hakim fi'l-"llal (book of Balinas the wise ondfCauses). It has been proposed that this bookwitisn may
have been written as early as 650, and was dd¥iriteshed by the Caliphate of al-Ma'mun (813-33).
Scholars have seen similarities between this bodktlee Syriac Book of Treasures written by Job dés¥a (9th
century) and more interestingly the Greek writinfithe bishop Nemesius of Emesa in Syria from tiek fourth
century. However though this suggests a possiblia&gource, non of these writings contain thegtabl
Balinas is usually identified with Apollonius of Tig, but there is little evidence to connect himhwiite Kitab
Balabiyus, and even if there was,the story imples Balinas found the tablet rather than wrotand the recent
discoveries of the dead sea scrolls and the nagimalirtexts suggest that hiding texts in caves {smpossible,
even if we did not have the pyramids before us.
Ruska has suggested an origin further east, andHde® has proposed an origin in China.
Holmyard, Davis and Anon all consider that this [Balmay be one of the earliest of all alchemicatksove have
that survives.



It should be remarked that apparantly the GreelsEayptians used the termtranslated as “emeraldnfieralds,
green granites, "and perhaps green jasper". Inevabtliimes the emerald table of the Gothic kingSipdin, and the
Sacro catino- a dish said to have belonged to thee@ of Sheba, to have been used at the last s@mueto be
made of emerald, were made of green glass [Stedl&mger: 488].

Translations

From Jabir ibn Hayyan.

0) Balinas mentions the engraving on the tabléénhtand of Hermes, which says:

1) Truth! Certainty! That in which there is no doub

2) That which is above is from that which is bel@and that which is below is from that which is abpworking the
miracles of one.

3) As all things were from one.

4) Its father is the Sun and its mother the Moon.

5) The Earth carried it in her belly, and the Wiralrished it in her belly,

7) as Earth which shall become Fire.

7a) Feed the Earth from that which is subtle, withgreatest power.

8) It ascends from the earth to the heaven andrbegouler over that which is above and that whidbelow.
14) And | have already explained the meaning ofthele of this in two of these books of mine.
[Holmyard 1923: 562.]

Another Arabic Version (from the German of Ruskanslated by ‘Anonymous’).

0) Here is that which the priest Sagijus of Nabuias dictated concerning the entrance of Balinastire hidden
chamber... After my entrance into the chamber, w/iiee talisman was set up, | came up to an oldsitting on a
golden throne, who was holding an emerald tabtenimmhand. And behold the following - in Syriac, grenordial
language- was written thereon:

1) Here (is) a true explanation, concerning whieré can be no doubt.

2) It attests: The above from the below, and tHevbéom the above -the work of the miracle of thre.

3) And things have been from this primal substahoeugh a single act. How wonderful is this workislthe main
(principle) of the world and is its maintainer.

4) Its father is the sun and its mother the mobae; t

5) wind has borne it in its body, and the earthdmagished it.

6) the father of talismen and the protector of olga

6a) whose powers are perfect, and whose lightsarérmed (?),

7) a fire that becomes earth.

7a) Separate the earth from the fire, so you wi#lia the subtle as more inherent than the grothk,care and
sagacity.

8) It rises from earth to heaven, so as to dravigies of the heights to itself, and descend$itodarth; thus within
it are the forces of the above and the below;

9) because the light of lights within it, thus ddles darkness flee before it.

10) The force of forces, which overcomes everylsubing and penetrates into everything gross.

11) The structure of the microcosm is in accordamitie the structure of the macrocosm.

12) And accordingly proceed the knowledgeable.

13) And to this aspired Hermes, who was threefoitted with wisdom.

14) And this is his last book, which he concealethe chamber.

[Anon 1985:; 24-5]

Twelfth Century Latin



0) When | entered into the cave, | received théetataradi, which was inscribed, from between theds of
Hermes, in which | discovered these words:

1) True, without falsehood, certain, most certain.

2) What is above is like what is below, and whdiatow is like that which is above. To make theatie of the one
thing.

3) And as all things were made from contemplatibare, so all things were born from one adaptation.

4) Its father is the Sun, its mother is the Moon.

5) The wind carried it in its womb, the earth bidad it.

6) It is the father of all ‘works of wonder' (Tefed in the world.

6a) Its power is complete (integra).

7) If cast to (turned towards- versa fuerit) earth,

7a) it will separate earth from fire, the subtilerh the gross.

8) With great capacity it ascends from earth tovkeaAgain it descends to earth, and takes bacgdier of the
above and the below.

9) Thus you will receive the glory of the distinethess of the world. All obscurity will flee fronoy.

10) This is the whole most strong strength of méirggth, for it overcomes all subtle things, andgieates all solid
things.

11a) Thus was the world created.

12) From this comes marvelous adaptions of whichiththe proceedure.

13) Therefore | am called Hermes, because | haee tharts of the wisdom of the whole world.

14) And complete is what | had to say about thekvadthe Sun, from the book of Galieni Alfachimi.

[From Latin in Steele and Singer 1928: 492.]

Translation from Aurelium Occultae Philosophoruneo®jio Beato

1) This is true and remote from all cover of falseth

2) Whatever is below is similar to that which iae. Through this the marvels of the work of oriadtare
procured and perfected.

3) Also, as all things are made from one, by thedsaeration of one, so all things were made frbism dne, by
conjunction.

4) The father of it is the sun, the mother the moon

5) The wind bore it in the womb. Its nurse is thetle, the mother of all perfection.

6a)lts power is perfected.

7) If it is turned into earth,

7a) separate the earth from the fire, the subtktlaim from the crude and course, prudently, withdasty and
wisdom.

8) This ascends from the earth into the sky anéhadgscends from the sky to the earth, and recéheepower and
efficacy of things above and of things below.

9) By this means you will acquire the glory of tlwkole world, and so you will drive away all shadoavel
blindness.

10) For this by its fortitude snatches the palnmfrall other fortitude and power. For it is ableptnetrate and
subdue everything subtle and everything crude and. h

11a) By this means the world was founded

12) and hence the marvelous cojunctions of it ahdiable effects, since this is the way by whioksi marvels
may be brought about.

13) And because of this they have called me Heffnistmegistus since | have the three parts of tiselem and
Philsosphy of the whole universe.

14) My speech is finished which i have spoken camiog the solar work

[Davis 1926: 874.]



Translation of Issac Newton c. 1680.

1) Tis true without lying, certain & most true.

2) That wch is below is like that wch is above &ttlwvch is above is like yt wch is below to do yeanles of one
only thing.

3) And as all things have been & arose from ongédoynediation of one: so all things have their birtm this one
thing by adaptation.

4) The Sun is its father, the moon its mother,

5) the wind hath carried it in its belly, the eaitthnourse.

6) The father of all perfection in ye whole woridhere.

7) Its force or power is entire if it be converiatb earth.

7a) Seperate thou ye earth from ye fire, ye subtien the gross sweetly wth great indoustry.

8) It ascends from ye earth to ye heaven & agalesends to ye earth and receives ye force ofgtgngerior &
inferior.

9) By this means you shall have ye glory of ye whebrld & thereby all obscurity shall fly from you.

10) Its force is above all force. ffor it vanquishevery subtile thing & penetrates every solidghin

11a) So was ye world created.

12) From this are & do come admirable adaptaionsradf ye means (Or process) is here in this.

13) Hence | am called Hermes Trismegist, havinghihee parts of ye philosophy of ye whole world.

14) That wch | have said of ye operation of ye Susccomplished & ended.

[Dobbs 1988: 183-4.]

Translation from Kriegsmann (?) alledgedly from Bi@enician

1) | speak truly, not falsely, certainly and masityt

2) These things below with those above and tho#etivese join forces again so that they produdegiesthing the
most wonderful of all.

3)And as the whole universe was brought forth faoma by the word of one GOD, so also all thingsragenerated
perpetually from this one according to the disposibf Nature.

4) It has the Sun for father and the Moon for mathe

5) it is carried by the air as if in a womb, inisrsed by the earth.

6) It is the cause, this, of all perfection ofthiihgs throughout the universe.

6a) This will attain the highest perfection of pogsve

7) if it shall be reduced into earth

7a) Distribute here the earth and there the firi@, dut the density of this the suavest (suaviskiimag of all.
8)Ascend with the greatest sagacity of genius ftioenearth into the sky, and thence descend agdiretearth, and
recognise that the forces of things above andingthbelow are one,

9) so as to posses the glory of the whole world-lz@yond this man of abject fate may have nothimtinér.
10)This thing itself presently comes forth stroniggreasons of this fortitude: it subdues all bedierely, whether
tenuous or solid, by penetrating them.

11a) And so everything whatsoever that the worlit@ios was created.

12) Hence admirable works are accomplished whiehrestituted (carried out- instituuntur) accordtoghe same
mode.

13) To me therefor the name of Hermes Trismegisassbheen awarded because | am discovered as thleeF ed
the three parts of the wisdom of the world.

14) These then are the considerations which | kaneluded ought to be written down concerning daalrest
operations of the Chymic art.

[Davis 1926: 875 slightly modified.]

From Sigismund Bacstrom (allegedly translated f@naldean).



0) The Secret Works of CHIRAM ONE in essence, htgé in aspect.

1) It is true, no lie, certain and to be dependeai

2) the superior agrees with the inferior, and tiferior agrees with the superior, to effect that tnuly wonderful
work.

3) As all things owe their existence to the willtbé only one, so all things owe their origin te time only thing,
the most hidden by the arrangement of the only God.

4) The father of that one only thing is the surmitsther is the moon,

5) the wind carries it in its belly; but its nourisea spirituous earth.

6) That one only thing is the father of all thirgghe Universe.

6a) Its power is perfect,

7) after it has been united with a spirituous earth

7a) Separate that spirituous earth from the denseude by means of a gentle heat, with much attent

8) In great measure it ascends from the earth heawen, and descends again, newborn, on the aadithe
superior and the inferior are increased in power.

9) By this wilt thou partake of the honours of thieole world. And Darkness will fly from thee.

10) This is the strength of all powers. With thist wilt be able to overcome all things and tranenali what is
fine and what is coarse.

11a) In this manner the world was created;

12) the arrangements to follow this road are hidden

13) For this reason | am called Chiram Telat Meohamne in essence, but three in aspect. In timisytis hidden
the wisdom of the whole world.

14) It is ended now, what | have said concernimgetfiects of the sun. Finish of the Tabula Smarsgdi

[See Hall 1977: CLVIII,]

From Madame Blavatsky

2) What is below is like that which is above, anthwis above is similar to that which is below ta@mplish the
wonders of the one thing.

3) As all things were produced by the mediationmd being, so all things were produced from this loy adaption.
4) Its father is the sun, its mother the moon.

6a) It is the cause of all perfection throughowt Whole earth.

7) Its power is perfect if it is changed into earth

7a) Separate the earth from the fire, the subtilmfthe gross, acting prudently and with judgement.

8 ) Ascend with the greatest sagacity from earthei@mven, and unite together the power of thingsriof and
superior;

9) thus you will possess the light of the whole Mipand all obscurity will fly away from you.

10) This thing has more fortitude than fortitudself, because it will overcome every subtile thémgl penetrate
every solid thing.

11a) By it the world was formed.

[Blavatsky 1972: 507.]

From Fulcanelli (translated from the French by 8iéng)

1) This is the truth, the whole truth and nothing the truth:-

2) As below, so above; and as above so below. Wighknowledge alone you may work miracles.

3) And since all things exist in and eminate fréva ONE Who is the ultimate Cause, so all thingdare after
their kind from this ONE.

4) The Sun is the father, the Moon the mother;

5) the wind carried it in his belly. Earth is itaree and its guardian.

6) It is the Father of all things,



6a) the eternal Will is contained in it.

7) Here, on earth, its strength, its power remai@ and undivded.

7a) Earth must be separated from fire, the sultim the dense, gently with unremitting care.

8) It arises from the earth and descends from heatgathers to itself the strength of things abewd things
below.

9) By means of this one thing all the glory of therld shall be yours and all obscurity flee fromuyo

10) It is power, strong with the strength of allysw, for it will penetrate all mysteries and disp#lignorance.
11a) By it the world was created.

12) From it are born manifold wonders, the mearectdeving which are here given

13) It is for this reason that | am called Hermesmegistus; for | possess the three essentidtlegbhilosophy of
the universe.

14) This is is the sum total of the work of the Sun

[Sadoul 1972: 25-6.]

From Fulcanelli, new translation

1) It is true without untruth, certain and mosktru

2) that which is below is like that which is on hjgand that which is on high is like that whictb&ow; by these
things are made the miracles of one thing.

3) And as all things are, and come from One, byntkdiation of One, So all things are born from thigjue thing
by adaption.

4) The Sun is the father and the Moon the mother.

5) The wind carries it in its stomach. The earthssourisher and its receptacle.

6 The Father of all the Theleme of the universallavis here.

6a) Its force, or power, remains entire,

7) if it is converted into earth.

7a) You separate the earth from the fire, the subtim the gross, gently with great industry.

8) It climbs from the earth and descends from #ye and receives the force of things superior dunays inferior.
9) You will have by this way, the glory of the wabrhnd all obscurity will flee from you.

10) It is the power strong with all power, for itivdefeat every subtle thing and penetrate evetiglghing

11a) In this way the world was created.

12) From it are born wonderful adaptations, of vattice way here is given.

13) That is why | have been called Hermes Triststegi having the three parts of the universal ghijiny.

14) This, that | have called the solar Work, is ptete.

[Translated from Fulcanelli 1964: 312.]

From Idres Shah

1) The truth, certainty, truest, without untruth.

2 )What is above is like what is below. What isdvelis like what is above. The miracle of unityashe attained.
3) Everything is formed from the contemplation ofty, and all things come about from unity, by meaf
adaptation.

4) Its parents are the Sun and Moon.

5) It was borne by the wind and nurtured by thettiEar

6) Every wonder is from it

6a) and its power is complete.

7) Throw it upon earth,

7a) and earth will separate from fire. The impalbaeparated from the palpable.

8) Through wisdom it rises slowly from the worldheaven. Then it descends to the world combiniegpthwer of
the upper and the lower.

9 )Thus you will have the illumination of all theowd, and darkness will disappear.

10) This is the power of all strength- it overcortiegt which is delicate and penetrates throughisoli



11a) This was the means of the creation of thedvorl

12) And in the future wonderful developements wél made, and this is the way.

13) | am Hermes the Threefold Sage, so hamed beddudd the three elements of all wisdom.
14) And thus ends the revelation of the work of Sm.

(Shah 1964: 198).

Hypothetical Chinese Original

1) True, true, with no room for doubt, certain, thgrof all trust.

2) See, the highest comes from the lowest, antbthest from the highest; indeed a marvelous wortheftao.

3) See how all things originated from It by a sengfocess.

4) The father of it (the elixir) is the sun (Yangy, mother the moon (Yin).

5) The wind bore it in its belly, and the earth risioed it.

6 )This is the father of wondrous works (changestaansformations), the guardian of mysteries,

6a) perfect in its powers, the animator of lights.

7) This fire will be poured upon the earth...

7a) So separate the earth from the fire, the sirothe the gross, acting prudently and with art.

8) It ascends from the earth to the heavens (ashek®the lights above), then descends again tedtth; and in it is
the power of the highest and the lowest.

9) Thus when you have the light of lights darknegkflee away from you.

10) With this power of powers (the elixir) you dhaé¢ able to get the mastery of every subtle thimgl be able to
penetrate everything that is gross.

11a) In this way was the great world itself formed.

12) Hence thus and thus marvellous operationsbsithcheived.

[Slightly altered from Needham 1980: 371.]

TEXTUAL REMARKS

On #3 Some Latin texts have meditatione (contenguitothers mediatione (mediation). Some textshav
adaptatione (by adaptation), some have adoptibgiagoption).

On #6 ‘Telesmi' is a greek word, some texts havelgsmi'.

On #6, 7 In some texts ‘Its Power is Complete'separate line. In the generally accepted readhiigruns into #7
producing ‘Its Power is complete if versa fuerietarth'. Where possible this has been indicatedivigg these
linesin 6, 6a, 7, & 7a
On #7, 8 In some texts the ‘Wisdom, capacity' (neaigigenio) is read as referring to #7, and heneetteration of
Separation is to be carried out ‘carefully’, ineatheadings the ‘wisdom' is held to refer to #8 #redproduct of the

Separation which thus ascends with ‘wisdom'.

Needham quotes Ruska to the effect that sectioh® a@nd 14 are probably late additions (op. cit)

COMMENTARIES

On #1
Hortulanus: "... the most true Sun is procreatedryAnd he says most true in the superlative elepecause the
Sun generated by this art exceeds all natural Safl of its properties, medicinal and otherwisB&yis modified
by "Linden")

On #2



Albertus Magnus: Hermes says "the powers of atighibelow originate in the stars and constellatafrtbe
heavens: and that all these powers are poured dawvall things below by the circle called Alaurhieh is, they
said, the first circle of the constellations". THesscent is "noble when the materials receivingdhmwers are more
like things above in their brightness and transpeygignoble when the materials are confused anf $o that the
heavenly power is, as it were oppressed. Therdf@gsay that this is the reason why precious stomare than
anything else have wonderful powers" (60 -61). Wiiile "seven kinds of metals have their forms fthenseven
planets of the lower spheres” (168).

Hortulanus: "the stone is divided into two prineiglarts by the magistry, into a superior part wisisbends above
and into an inferior part which remains below fixat clear. And these two parts moreover are coacwin their
virtue since the inferior part is earth which i@ nurse and ferment, and the superior partassghrit which
quickens the whole stone and raises it up. Whedeparation made, and conjunction celebrated, naracles are
effected."

Burckhardt: "This refers to the reciprocal depemgenf the active and the passive... essential &@mmot be
manifested without passive materia.. the efficaicthe spiritual power depends on the preparednieteduman
‘container’ and vice versa.... ‘Above' and ‘belané thus related to this one thing and complemeatamother in its
regard"”.

Schumaker: "There are corresponding planes in wailevels of creation, hence it is safe to drawagies between
macrocosm and microcosm, the mineral kingdom aadhthman, animal and vegetable kingdoms etc".

Needham: "the whole affirmation looks remarkablkglthe doctrine that extreme of Yang generates afid, vice
versa".

On #3
Hortulanus: "our stone, which was created by Gaak faorn and came forth from a confused mass, comdgin
itself all the elements- and hence our stone was by this single miracle".

Trithemius: "Is it not true that all things flowofim one thing, from the goodness of the One, andithatever is
joined to Unity cannot be diverse, but rather fifiet by means of the simplicity and adaptabilifytlte One" "What
is born from Unity? Is it not the ternary? Takeend#inity is unmixed, the binary is compounded, taternary is
reduced to the simplicity of Unity. I, Trithemiumn not of three minds, but persist in a singlegraged mind
taking pleasure in the ternary, which gives bidftmarvelous offspring" (Bran)

Burckhardt: "the undivided, invisible Light of thmconditioned One is refracted into multiplicity the prism of
the Spirit". As the Spirit contemplates the Unitigheut full comprehension "it manifests the ‘marigiex!’ All, just
as a lens transmits the light it receives as a leunidrays".

Schumaker: As God is one, all created objects doome one thing, an undifferentiated primal matter.
On #4

Hortulanus: " As one animal naturally generatesenaimals similar to itself, so the Sun artificfadlenerates Sun
by the power of multiplication of...the stone.n this artificial generation it is necessary thet Sun have a suitable

receptacle, consonant with itself, for its sperm a&s tincture, and this is the Luna of the philoisers"

Redgrove: Sun and Moon "probably stand for Spirit Matter respectively, not gold and silver".
Burckhardt: Sun "is the spirit (nous), while theanas the soul (psyche)".

Schumaker: "If the moon is associated with watelhecause of its ‘moisture’ [as] was usual, andstmewith fire,
the prima materia is understood to have been gttkby fire, born of water, brought down from thg by wind,

and nourished by earth".

On #5
Albertus Magnus: by this Hermes "means the levigiatiaking light weight] of the material, raisingidt the



properties of Air. And why he says the wind carties material [of the stone] in its belly is thaten the material
is placed in an alembic- which is a vessel madetliose in which rosewater is prepared- then bp@wation it is
rendered subtle and is raised towards the propesfidir... And there distills and issues from theuth of the
alembic a watery or oily liquor with all the powekthe elements” (17). In metals the moistureosseparated
from the dryness, but is dissolved in it; and beioglissolved, it moves about there as if it hashtsvallowed by
the Earth and were moving about in its bowels. Andhis account Hermes said ‘The mother of metkkigh that

carries it in her belly™.

Hortulanus: "It is plain that wind is air, and &ife, and life is spirit... And thus it is nesasy that the wind should
bear the whole stone.... [However] our stone witlibe ferment of the earth will never come to tffea, which
ferment is called food"

Trithemius: "the wind carries its seed in her Belly

Maier: By "the wind carried him in its belly" Hermeneans " ‘He, whose father is the Sun, and whagbenis the
Moon, will be carried before he is born, by windlarapour, just as a flying bird is carried by d&irom the vapours
of winds, which are nothing else but wind in moti@rater proceeds, when condensed, and from thatr watxed
with earth, all minerals and metals arise". Thestatice carried by the wind is "in chemical respéeé sulphur,
which is carried in mercury". Lull says "‘The stoisehe fire, carried in the belly of the air'.physical respect it is
the unborn child that will soon be born". To beatts, "‘All mercury is composed of vapours, thatosay of
water, which the earth raises along with it inte thin air, and of earth, which the air compelsetoirn into watery
earth or earthy water" As the elements containedinvare each reduced to a watery condition, thigeefollow
the volatile elements upward as in common merauryhey stay below with the solid elements as iiogbphical
Mercury "and in the solid metals". So "Mercuryhe twind which receives the sulphur... as the urfrigié from the
mothers womb, or from the ashes of the burnt métterdy and takes it to a place where it may ripRipley says
"our child shall be born in the air, that is thélypef the wind" [de Jong 1969: 55- 7.]

Maier (2nd Comment) on "The earth is its nurse'odrohanges into the substance of the eater ahdns t
assimilated. "This harmony dominates the wholeatfire, for the like enjoys the like". The same taysin the
Work and Nature "just as is the growth of the clvildhe mother's womb. So also a father, a mothdraanurse
have been attributed to the philosophical childcomes into being from the twofold seed and theyws as an

embryo does". As a woman must moderate her de¢aad miscarriage, "in the same way one must satitab
philosophical work with moderation". The Seeds dlave to be united. "Philosophers say that theconges from
the East and the other from the West and becomendrat does this mean but combining in a retonoalerate
temperature and nourishment?". "One may wondertivayearth is referred to as the nurse of the piyilbie child,
since barreness and dryness are the main propefties element earth". The answer is that noetement, but the
whole Earth is meant. "It is the nurse of Heavenbeeause it resolves, washes and moistens thesfdmit because
it coagulates, fastens and colours the latter dadges it into sap and blood... The Earth con@miwsnderful juice
which changes the nature of the one who feeds as RRomulus is believed to have been changedebydti's
milk into a bellicose individual" [de Jong 1969: &3]

Burckhardt: "The wind which carries the spirituargn in its body, is the vital breath". Vital breasithe substance
of the realm between heaven and earth, it "is @igigksilver which contains the germ of gold inguid state". The
earth is "the body, as an inward reality".

On #6
Burckhardt: the word talisman is derived from Tatas Talismans work by corresponding to their prgief and by
making a "‘condensation’, on the subtle plane, gidtual state. This explains the similarity beem the talisman,
as the bearer of an invisible influence, and toaeahical elixir, as the ‘ferment’ of metallic tréorgnation”.

On #7
Hortulanus: The stone is perfect and completeif itirned into earth "that is if the soul of there itself.... is
turned into earth, namely of the stone and is fisedhat the whole substance of the stone beconmewith its
nurse, namely the earth, and the whole stone igectad to ferment”

Trithemius: it is the seed from #5 that must be opsn the earth.



Bacstrom: "Process- First Distillation".
Burckhardt: "when the Spirit is ‘embodied’, theatde becomes fixed".
Schumaker: if the prime matter is to be used ittrbedixed into a substance "capable of being hexid|

On #7a
Hortulanus: "You will separate, that is, you wilksolve, because solution is separation of parts.."

Burkhardt: The separation "means the ‘extractiéthe soul from the body".

Schumaker "Since the volatile principle is fire smmetimes, air- stability is produced by its realoOr,
alternatively but less probably, the earth is iniyufthe gross') and a purified fire (‘the subylis
what is wanted.

On #8
Albertus Magnus: In intending to teach the operatiof alchemy Hermes says the stone "ascendsatieehéwhen
by roasting and calcination it takes on the prapsf Fire; for alchemists mean by calcinatioéaduction of
material to to powder by burning and roasting. Amel material ‘again descends from heaven to eahéh it takes
on the properties of Earth by inhumatio, for inhtiorarevives and nourishes what was previousledilby
calcination".

Hortulanus: "And now he deals with multiplicaticof fhe stone]." "Although our stone is divided e tfirst
operation into four parts... there are really twingiple parts". The ascending, non fixed, andahgh or ferment.
"It is necessary to have a large quantity of tluis fixed part and to give it to the stone which haen made

thoroughly clean from dirt.... until the entire s#ois borne above by the virtue of the spirit"
"Afterwards it is necessary to incerate the samgest.with the oil that was extracted in the faperation, which oil
is called the water of the stone" Roast or boisbiglimation until the "entire stone descends...r@mdkins fixed and
fluent". "That which is coporeal is made spiritbgl sublimation, and that which is spiritual is madeporeal by
descension”.

Trithemius: "When the ternary has at last returteeitself it may, by an inner disposition and gréealight, ascend
from the earth to heaven, thereby receiving bogesar and inferior power; thus will it be made paful and
glorious in the clarity of Unity, demonstrate itsilay to bring forth every number, and put to fiigall obscurity".

Bacstrom: "Last Digestion". "The Azoth ascends fiti Earth, from the bottom of the Glass, and reslads in
Veins and drops into the Earth and by this continiraulation the Azoth is more and more subtilisedlatilizes
Sol and carries the volatilized Solar atoms aloity Wwand thereby becomes a Solar Azoth, i.e.tbind and
genuine Sophic Mercury”. The circulation must coné until "it ceases of itself, and the Earth hasked it all in,
when it becomes the black pitchy matter, the Tdlael ubstances in the alchemical retort and akstother

elements in the body of man -Hall], which denotesiplete putrifaction or Death of the compound".

Read, suggests this section describes the uskarbtakis, in which metals are suspended and sttgebe action
of gasses released from substances heated ingbheda from their condensation and circulation.

Burckhardt: "dissolution of consciousness fronfalinal ‘coagulations' is
followed by the ‘crystalisation’ of the Spirit, Huat active and passive are perfectly united.”

Schumaker: "Separate the volatile part of the sutagt by vaporization but continue heating untilthpour
reunites with the parent body, whereupon you vélidnobtained the Stone".

On #9
Trithemius: When the ternary has returned to Udiéansed of all impurities "the mind understandb et
contradiction all the mysteries of the excellemtiyanged arcanum®.



Bacstrom: the black matter becomes White and Rkd.Red "having been carried to perfection, medigiaad for
Metals" is capable of supporting complete mentdl aimysical health, and provides "ample means hiitufin
multiplicable to be benevolent and charitable, withany dimunation of our inexhaustable resourtesefore well
may it be called the Glory of the whole World". @Gamplation and study of the Philosopher's Stone L)
elevates the mind to God. "The Philosophers say gri¢at Truth, that the L.P. either finds a gooch mamakes
one". "By invigorating the Organs the Soul makes afsfor communicating with exterior objects, thmubmust
aquire greater powers, not only for conceptionabsiv for retention". If we pray and have faith "@bbscurity must
vanish of course".

Burckhardt: "Thus the light of the Spirit becomesistant..[and] ignorance, deception, uncertairtybd and
foolishness will be removed from consciousness".

On #10
Trithemius: The Philosopher's Stone is another nfamthe ‘one thing', and is able to "conquer evauigtile thing
and to penetrate every solid". "This very noblgudr.. consists of maximal fortitude, touching eteing with its
desirable excellence".

Bacstrom: "The L.P. does possess all the Powerseeded in Nature, not for destruction but for etdtadn and

regeneration of matter, in the three Departmentdadfire”. "It refixes the most subtil Oxygen inte own firey

Nature". The power increases "in a tenfold raticgvery multiplication”. So it can penetrate Goidi&ilver, and
fix mercury, Crystals and Glass Fluxes.

Burckhardt: "Alchemical fixation is neverthelessnainward... Through its union with the spirit blydi
consciousness itself becomes a fine and penetnatinvgr”. He quotes Jabir "The body becomes a spinil takes
on... fineness, lightness, extensibility, coloratioThe spirit... becomes a body and aquiresattterls resistance to

fire, immobility and duration. From both bodiedght substance is born , which.. precisely takea niddle
position between the two extremes".

Schumaker: The product of the distillation and fenmwill "dominate less solid substances, but beeaf its own
subtlety it will ‘penetrate’ and hence dominatdweotsolid things less pure and quasi-spiritual fbeeif".

On #11
Burckhardt: "the little world is created accordiogthe prototype of the great world", when the honmealises their
original nature is the image of God.

Schumaker: "The alchemical operation is a paradifithe creative process. We may note the sexuatanes of
what has preceeded"

On #12
Burckhardt: "In the Arabic text this is: "This wag/traversed by the sages”.

On #13
Hortulanus: "He here teaches in an occult manreethtimgs from which the stone is made." "the stsrmlled
perfect because it has in itself the nature of nailse ofvegetables and of animals. For the stotlerée and one,
tripple and single, having four natures.... an@é¢hrolours, namely black, white and red. It is alsited the grain of
corn because unless it shall have died, it renitgal alone. And if it shall have died... it beansich fruit when it is
in conjunction..."

Newton: "on account of this art Mercurius is caltedce greatest, having three parts of the phjbgoof the whole
world, since he signifies the Mercury of the philpkers.... and has dominion in the mineral kingdina,vegetable
kingdom, and the animal kingdom".

Bacstrom: the wisdom of the world (?) is hiddefi@hiram and its Use". Hermes "signifies a Serpant] the
Serpent used to be an Emblem of Knowledge or Wistiom

Burckhardt: "The three parts of wisdom correspanthe three great divisions of the universe, nantbby spiritual,



psychic and corporeal realms, whose symbols areeheair and earth”.

Schumaker: "The usual explanation of Tristmegisiaghat Hermes was the greatest philosophegrbatest
priest, and the greatest king".

General

Trithemius: "our philosophy is celestial, not wdyldn order that we may faithfuly behold, by mearis direct
intuition of the mind through faith and knowleddeat principle which we call God...."

Trithemius: "Study generates knowledge; knowledgpares love; love, similarity; similarity, commoni
communion, virtue; virtue, dignity; dignity, poweand power performs the miracle".

Newton "Inferior and superior, fixed and volatigephur and quicksilver have a similar nature amdose thing,
like man and wife. For they differ from one anotbety by degree of digestion and maturity. Sulpisunature
quicksilver, and quicksilver is immature sulphundaon account of this affinity they unite like maled female, and
they act on each other, and through that actioy ahe mutually transmuted into each other and jpatera more
noble offspring to accomplish the miracles of thie thing”. "And just as all things were createaarfrone Chaos
by the design of one God, so in our art all thingse born from this one thing which is our Chdmnsthe design of
the Artificer and the skilful adaptation of thingsnd the generation of this is similar to the huirtanly from a
father and mother".

Blavatsky: the mysterious thing "is the universadgical agent, the astral light, which in the clatiens of its
forces furnishes the alkahest, the philosopheasigestand the elixir of life. Hermetic philosophynmes it Azoth, the
soul of the world, the celestial virgin, the griédgnes, etc” It appears to be that which givesrisggion ("the
maze of force-correlations"), and form i.e. thef@ergeometry of snowflakes.

Sherwood Taylor: "the operation of the Sun.. wasied out by a ‘spirit’, universal, the source bthings, having
the power of perfecting them. Its virtue is intdd#a6a] (ie having the power to convert the dieeirsto a single
substance), if it be turned into earth (ie. sokdij. This conveyed that the Stone was to be difieli pneuma.
Pneuma was the link between earth and heaven,dhthénvirtue of the celestial and subterranearoregithe

power of the whole cosmos from the fixed stardhodentre of the earth. It overcomes every natutepanetrates
every solid. It is the source of the whole worldl®o it can be the means of changing things in rdexdul way.

The three parts of the philosophy of the whole @arle presumably of the celestial, terrestrial, sutsterranean

regions".

Shah: The table is "the same as the Sufi dictukfian is the microcosm, creation the macrocosm -uthigy. All

comes from One. By the joining of the power of ewnplation all can be attained. This essence muséparated

from the body first, then combined with the bodisTis the Work. Start with yourself, end with &kfore man,
beyond man, transformation™

A COMMENTARY OF IBN UMAIL

HERMUS said the secret of everything and the Iffewerything is Water.... This water becomes in athéerment;
in the vine, wine; in the olive, olive oil.... Tlegining of the child is from water.... Regardihgstspiritual water
and the sanctified and thirsty earth, HERMUS theagrcrowned with the glorious wisdom and the sl
sciences, said [#1] Truth it is, indubtible, cartand correct, [#2] that the High is from the Lomdahe Low is from
the High. They bring about wonders through the qust,as things are produced from that one esd@neesingle
preparation. Later by his statement [#4] Its faikeghe Sun and its mother the Moon he meant thale and their
female. They are the two birds which are linkecdetbgr in the pictures given regarding the beginaihitpe
operation, and from them the spiritual tinctures @roduced. And similarly they are at the end efdperation.
Later in his statement [#7 ?] the subtle is monedupable than the gross, he means by the subtidithne spiritual



water; and by the gross the earthly body. As feddtier statement [#8] with gentleness and wisdonilliascend
from the earth to the sky, and will take fire froine higher lights, he means by this the distillatmd the raising of
the water into the air. As for his later staten{é8f] It will descend to the earth, containing #ieength of the high
and the low, he means by this the breathing img@ktaq) of the air, and the taking of the spitifrit, and its
subsequent elevation to the highest degree of aedtit is the Fire, and the low is the body, asadontent of the
controlling earthly power which imparts the colaufsr there lie in it those higher powers, as \aslthe earthly
powers which were submerged in it.

The natural operation and decay causes it to béfesgrand hence the strength of the earth, andeoir, and of
the higher fire passed in to it. Later he said [i#9jill overcome the high and the low becausaiitiis found the
light of lights: and consequently the darkness flék

from it. [See Stapleton et al. p 74, 81.]

APPENDIX

Translation from Roger Bacon's edition of Secre®suretorum made ¢ 1445

1)Trouth hath hym so, and it is no doubt,
2) that the lover is to the heigher, and the heigh¢he lower aunsweren.
The worcher forsoth of all myracles is the one sodl God, of and fro Whom Cometh all meruelous apens.
3) So all thynges were created of o soole substamzkof o soole disposicion,
4) the fader wherof is the sone, and the mooneemod
5) that brought hym forth by blast or aier in thembe, the erthe taken fro it,
6) to whom is seid the increat fader, tresour ofankes, and yever of vertues.
7) Of fire is made erthe.
7a) Depart the erthe fro the fire, for the sotilleworthier than the more grosse, and the thyhyede than the thik.
This most be do wisely and discretly.
8) It ascendith fro the erth into the heven, adiétia fro heven to the erthe, and therof sleithlilgher and the
lower vertue.
9)And yf it lordship in the lower and in the heighand thow shalt lordship aboue and beneth, whirdoth is the
light of lightes, and therfor fro the wolle fle @érknesse.
10) The higher vertue ouer-cometh all, for sothéhghne thyng doth in dense thynges.
11a) After the disposicion of the more world ryrim#tis worchyng.
13) And for this prophetisyng of the trynyte of Glddrmogenes it called Triplex, trebil in philosophas Aristotle
seith.

[See Manzalaoui 1977: 65 -6.]

Translation of same source, made c. 1485.

1) The trwthe is so, and that it is no dowght,

2) that lower thyngis to hyer thyng, and hyer tawdo be correspondent. But the Werker of myraclisnssodde
alone, fro Home descendyth euiry meruulus werk.

3)And so alle thyngis be creat of one only substabe an only dysposicion,

4) of home the fadyr is the sonne, and the moneniayr,

5) qwyche bar her be the wedyr in the wombe. Tteeds priuyd fro her-to.

6 )This is clepyd or seyd the fadyr of enchauntiseiesur of myracclys, the

yessuer of vertuys.

7) Be a lytil it is made erthe.

7a) Depart that qwyche is erthly fro that qwyché iy, for that qwyche is sotel is mor wurthy hidmat gwyche is
grose, and that rar, porous, or lyght, is mor bettsin gwiche is thyk of substauns. This is donsediyor dyscretly.
8) It ascendyth fro the erth in-to heuyn and faéllfro heuyn in-to erth, and ther-of it sleth theyouwertu and the
nedyr vertu, so it hath lorchyp in the lowe thyngigl hye thingis,

9) and thu lordschyppist vppeward and downward,witid the is the lyght of lyghtys. And for that@llerkness



schal fle fro the.

10) The ovyr vetu ouircomyth alle, for euiry rayny werkyth in to euiry thyk thyng.

11a) And aftyr the dysposicion of the mor worldmeth thys werking.

13) And for that Hermogines is clepyd threfoldiingophye, and of the meruellys of he world.
[See Manzalaoui 1977: 174-5]
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A Commentary on the Emerald Tablet

This 13 stanza verse may be, to those who undérgtaone of the most profound examples of wordrhgmever
recorded. To this writer, these words hold withiait scope the essence of all scripture, myth spigtual
metaphor.

The following interpretation of the Emerald TabdétHermes is offered by this writer who has speatynyears
contemplating, and proving, its content. My intenonly to aid those whose inner being respondlddablet's
song. Please understand that there are as mamyrettgions as there are interpreters, but thevalisone Tablet.
Did Hermes write it? Was there such a person, aftetWe cannot be sure, nevertheless, the woelbefore us
and they resonate with the truth and power of thieianing.



Each person who is drawn to the Emerald Tablethaile their own ideas and understanding of it slsduld be.
Hopefully, some of these ideas will be shared ab ¢lveryone may benefit. No one person, in my opintan
comprehend all that these words contain. - Cohhataeke.

Back to pieces on Emerald Tablet

THE EMERALD TABLET OF HERMES
I. | SPEAK NOT FICTION, BUT WHAT IS CERTAIN AND MOS TRUE.

Il. WHAT IS BELOW IS LIKE THAT WHICH IS ABOVE, ANDTHAT WHICH IS ABOVE IS LIKE THAT
WHICH IS BELOW FOR PERFORMING THE MIRACLE OF ONE TNG.

[ll. AND AS ALL THINGS ARE PRODUCED FROM ONE, BY TH MEDIATION OF ONE, SO ALL THINGS
ARE PRODUCED FROM THIS ONE THING BY ADAPTATION.

IV.ITS FATHER IS THE SUN, ITS MOTHER WAS THE MOONHE WIND CARRIED IT IN ITS BELLY,
ITS NURSE IS THE EARTH.

V. IT IS THE CAUSE OF ALL PERFECTION THROUGHOUT TH&HOLE WORLD.
VI. ITS POWER IS PERFECT IF IT BE CHANGED INTO THEARTH.

VII. SEPARATE THE EARTH FROM THE FIRE, THE SUBTLEROM THE GROSS, GENTLY, AND WITH
JUDGMENT.

VIILLIT ASCENDS FROM THE EARTH TO HEAVEN, AND DESCHKDS AGAIN TO EARTH, THUS YOU
WILL POSSESS THE GLORY OF THE WHOLE WORLD AND ALLESCURITY WILL FLY AWAY.

IX. THIS THING IS THE FORTITUDE OF ALL FORTITUDE, BCAUSE IT OVERCOMES ALL SUBTLE
THINGS, AND PENETRATES EVERY SOLID THING.

X. THUS ARE ALL THINGS CREATED.
XI. THENCE PROCEED WONDERFUL ADAPTATIONS WHICH ARERODUCED IN THIS WAY.

Xll. THEREFORE AM | CALLED HERMES TRISMEGISTUS, PCGBESSING THE THREE PARTS OF THE
PHILOSOPHY OF THE WHOLE WORLD.

XIII. WHAT | HAD TO SAY ABOUT THE OPERATIONS OF THESUN IS COMPLETE.

First: The meaning of the term - HERMETIC PHILOSOPRPH

The word "Hermetic" comes from the name Hermesniaigistus; the Egyptian God of Wisdom who was blsse
with three Magisteries, and who, it is traditiogddelieved, wrote the Emerald Tablet.

[hermetic] - sealed and impenetrable from the detsi

[philosophy] - from philo(s); Greek/Latin - belovieak loving

+ sophia; Greek - wisdom. Therefore, Hermetic Rlaifihy means "The Sealed and Beloved Wisdom."

Hermes' words are simple and eloquent, and yetehegmpass the whole Philosophy of the Great Arthvh
includes the practical work of making the planingt@nd mineral stone (referred to as The Minor Wtk The
Major Work, respectively).

Understand that Hermetic Philosophy IS the key. lbo makes the stones, according to the sagessimple as
making bread once the ingredients and processemdezstood. They say that when the seeker undessthe
NATURE of the stones and their correct PROCESSIES will, with industry and perseverance, easilyawplish



the work.

In this Spirit and Light Hermes' words apply to twanprehension of both stones for they are sinilawature, but
very different in degree. Above all else, accordimghe sages, you will succeed in possessingtihreeSvhen you
have first succeeded in possessing it, metaphtyiicaithin your heart. This is called, "At-One-mé&nivhich is
more commonly pronounced, atonement. Also - isitiiious that At-One-ment and (S)tonement shagestime
numerical value of 8?

Hermes, through his words, becomes a metaphorriation's process.

The EMERALD TABLET OF HERMES - an interpretation.
1. | SPEAK NOT FICTION, BUT WHAT IS CERTAIN AND MOS TRUE.

"I SPEAK . . ." In the Christian Bible, at the beging of the Gospel of St. John, it is written,the beginning was
the WORD, and the WORD was with God, and the WoriSAGod.' This implies sound (vibration)as the first
cause or affect upon Creation by 'l' (God), therSewf all that is to follow. EveryTHING in the weirse, from the
incomprehensible, to the most rarefied thoughtnéalack holes, flows from 'I' and carries the esseauf 'l' within
it, flesh of its flesh, so to speak.

"NOT FICTION, . . ." Fiction is imaginary falsehoo@ihough a thought may be false within its contxitill exists
and has its being in Mind; only its application denfalse. Just as there is no fiction in a giadivood that began
from a single seed, there is no fiction in Creatiwhich began from a single word. The first infasimal SOUND

of the first Word instantly established infinite NID.

"BUT WHAT . . ." This inquisition opens the void tfe NO-THING like a mother's womb opens to recédige
husband's seed. Though there IS only the ONE, i€ @ust acknowledge Itself to become itself, and tthe
Word becomes two in ONE Mind - positive, and neggtimale and female.

"IS CERTAIN . . ." The first stirring of the Word iPotential, undefined yet CERTAIN (Absolute) - ‘Qistient,
Omnipresent, and Omnipotent.

"...AND MOST TRUE." Potential desires expressitmherent within the dual nature of Mind, whishbioth male
as LIFE, and female as LAW (here, Law implies thagples of universal structure), is WILL, whicin, turn,
empowers Mind's desire to express itself througtNCBPTion. Their offspring is LOVE or the REALITY of

LAWful LIFE, which is the 'MOST TRUE' love.
. ... What is more lovable than the TRUTH itselfieir Son?

The phonetics of Son and Sun, or Sol and Soubtisiccidental. Life, Law, and Truth are, alchemicapeaking,
Spirit (Mercury), Body (Salt), Soul (Sulfur), respieely. The TRINITY.

With these first eleven words Hermes has describpedtion.

II. WHAT IS BELOW IS LIKE THAT WHICH IS ABOVE, ANDTHAT WHICH IS ABOVE IS LIKE THAT
WHICH IS BELOW FOR PERFORMING THE MIRACLE OF ONE TNG.

"WHAT IS BELOW IS LIKE THAT WHICH IS ABOVE, . . ."and "AND THAT WHICH IS ABOVE IS LIKE
THAT WHICH IS BELOW . . ." These words bring to mliso many interpretations that it seems redunaant t
comment upon them. From the Bible - God speaksdedd, | AM THAT | AM, to the most common contractio
AS ABOVE, SO BELOW.

In essence, for use with alchemical theory andogbpphy, my sense is that these words should besigaeded to
mean that the universal energies [ABOVE] work tigloand have their being in their physical counterpa



[BELOW], such as a plant, for example.

| define REAL as that which is eternal, and ACTUA& that which is temporal. Therefore, there is al Rattern
for the plant which represents its eternal idea &da period of time, an ACTUALized physical bodykewise
the experiences of the temporal body can exemflureince on the eternal counterpart.

A Stone is made by separating the three esserfiials,Sulfur, and Mercury; purifying them, andoetbining
them. Once done they are empowered exponentialigfgated imbibations and circulations. The Phijbso's
Stone and the Plant Stone, to a lesser degrekkatenses through which the universal power aadezt
intelligence pass. The stone focuses and concesttia¢ threefold primal energy of the creative Waltthat is why
it will transmute metal, or flesh, to its levelpdtency. The more potent the stone, the more pnafits affects.

". .. FOR PERFORMING THE MIRACLE OF ONE THING." @nsmuting lead to gold, or restoring the sick, or
old, to health is unexplainable and implies a dvéource for the Stone's goodness. One thing, whjmesents the
ONE in all its forms; One Universe, One Mind, Omergy, One power, One intellect, in one objece-$tone.
That is a miracle!

[ll. AND AS ALL THINGS ARE PRODUCED FROM ONE, BY TH MEDIATION OF ONE, SO ALL THINGS
ARE PRODUCED FROM THIS ONE THING BY ADAPTATION.

"AND AS ALL THINGS ARE PRODUCED FROM ONE . .. " Agin, this would first imply the ONE original
Source of All. Secondly, since we know that the ¥bbas a Below, and visa-versa, it also impliebysigal
counterpart which is the Philosophical Mercury, Erama Materia. Also known as the Great Sea frontiwh
springs all life, the Mother of Christ - Mary; fromare - the sea (as in, mariner, etc.). It is emitthat all things in
the objective universe can be absorbed and distaivilne Mercury of the Wise - without a trace. 8is One thing
as a concept is represented by THE Mercury - nédlfieemercury.

"BY THE MEDIATION OF ONE . . .," The mediator in@iemical philosophy is universal MIND, or SOUL, of
which there can only be one. In alchemy this isespnted by the philosophical Sulfur [Soul Firejeatified in our
solar system by our sun. Our planet and everytinirigand on it came from the differentiation ofl&omaterial
[particles].

"...SO ALL THINGS ARE PRODUCED FROM THIS ONE TNG BY ADAPTATION." Solar particles may be
looked upon as SEED ideas. From this seed growkialis by adaptation. Just as a seed adaptse¢avuteonment
to grow and fulfill itself, so does a universe,lanet, or a person grow from a seed.

IV. ITS FATHER IS THE SUN, ITS MOTHER WAS THE MOONHE WIND CARRIED IT IN ITS BELLY,
ITS NURSE IS THE EARTH.

"ITS FATHER IS THE SUN .. ." The sun is radicdlradiates and is masculine.
“ITS MOTHER WAS THE MOON, . . ." The moon is magieeft concentrates and is feminine.

Here, the past tense of "WAS" is used. In my opirtlis means that the elemental or nuclear uniweesecreated
once only and is constantly renewing and evolvipgdtaptation, though stimulated by a constant garcd NEW
solar energy - therefore the sun IS its FathereXpand this concept; the infinity of suns [stangjyides the
universe with constant renewal and expansion. Bitext&s [negative polarity] contract the universke Tiniverse
breathes - exhaling / inhaling. In some teachihgsis referred to as the Divine Breath.

These are metaphors for the duality of the objeativiverse. The pure spiritual energy streaminmfoar sun has
to have some kind of body - a photon. This photmies within itself its identity, or its soul, aad a seed
represents that which is above the sun [nonphysitabill contribute its seminal virtue as it j@rother seminal



particles [protons] to coagulate within the concatimg negative field of electrons [the MOON fagt@nd form a
more complex particle like an atom. The atoms ne&ments which make molecules, etc. - all by Adigna

"THE WIND CARRIED IT IN ITS BELLY, .. ." This, I hink, is literally true. The solar wind showers digh
atmosphere with photons and other solar particlelsf seeds] which are carried about the sky imiine and
moisture [when isolated from rainwater it is cal®dr, or Ghur]. The seed is then brought to eaahhunder
storms and charged with electrical energy. Thalt'g thie spring rain and the morning dew are so bhye
alchemists; they contain electrically charged ssésad.

One of my early mentors explained that the sevéor cays of the sun correspond to the seven tohdsanusical
scale, and they also correspond to the seven pripaaticles, or seeds, of material existence,astlen Earth. He
taught that from these seven distinct particlesgclwvhontain the whole universe in potential, evelsment on the
periodic scale was, by adaptation, created.

"...ITS NURSE IS THE EARTH." Adaptive growth ags as the earth's rich and infinite array of elet®és
made available to the solar seed. Whether in tineral, vegetable, or animal kingdom, the seedfimil fertile
options with which and in which to evolve. Realihat we are talking about the REAL seed not a &eeakl, like a
grain of rice. One cannot see the seed, onlyiigiltde body, the kernel.

Each of the 7 primary solar seeds [masculine] Wwihijn the elemental mix of the earth, a crystaltounterpart
that is feminine [negative]. They are alive in matand they attract one another. The Marriage spokéy the
adepts, when they describe the making of Stondlseipurified union of these two, male and femeadeich are the
volatile and fixed aspects of the same elementlé\thithe marriage chamber, the philosophical Ve#ise volatile
becomes fixed and the fixed becomes volatile. Bxadlyt, after they have consummated their uniondaystiming
one another their SON (Stone) is born.

V. IT IS THE CAUSE OF ALL PERFECTION THROUGHOUT TH&HOLE WORLD.

Here, | think, is meant perfection as nature haatiter than as man would design it. The univessdightly out of
balance, though it perpetually tends toward balalicewere in balance there would be no movenserd no time,
no sense of evolution or growth. However, what wjgegience as perfection is a form of calm balanitkimthe
fray of nature's arena. Perhaps our words joys blisstasy, or contentment, may covey this tygeedection.

Another kind of perfection is objective perfecti@wold we say is a perfect metal, a diamond a pegem, and so
forth. Something without flaws. We also say a giydmealthy, person, is perfectly fit, and our nakscientists are
always looking for the perfect specimen. Man caogaize and facilitate what in nature he acceptzeafection,
but man cannot create perfection. Only God is perfe

To the alchemists, perfection was represented dgpitome of the world's virtue, which they thougfats the
universe's virtue as well - the concentration amgp@verment of the Prima Materia - the TRUE Phildsoal
Mercury. To them, everything that had reached #réth of its potential had arrived there by virafehe Mercury
and thus contained it, yet some natural objectsafioed more than others - i.e., the metals.

VI. ITS POWER IS PERFECT IF IT BE CHANGED INTO THEARTH.

Understand that in nature the Mercury is volatilporous, and both male and female; the Spiritainatthe Sulfur
within it. Only after it is isolated, separateddaurified, are the male and female separatelyedisole.

Through art they are reunited in their perfectidthwheir proper body [Salt] and, once empoweregogentially by
many circulations, enabled to penetrate all matter raise its vibrations to its own highest potdrdf perfection,
like the transmutation of illness to health. Thofkhe Stone as a super conductor of the virtu¢seosun.



The sun's light and virtue passes THROUGH the statier than from it. Metaphorically speaking, e&Bod's
Son) felt virtue, which he always acknowledged cdmm his Father in heaven, go out of him whenck siomen
touched the hem of his robe (his outer garmentchvig analogous to the physical Earth [as the $tasstated in
stanza VI).

Years ago | had come down with the flu. | hadfa symptoms, fever, chills, dry mouth, and headaltyeteacher
put two drops of his preparation under my tonguet fzad me lie down. In two hours | was fine, eveergatic.
What was it? | don't know. Perhaps a charged Antéahd heriac? By charged | mean it either contaitiedPM
(Philosophical Mercury), or the mixture had beestitied out of a host menstruum of PM. It tastettexxely floral
yet metallic.

VII. SEPARATE THE EARTH FROM THE FIRE, THE SUBTLEROM THE GROSS, GENTLY, AND WITH
JUDGMENT.

"SEPARATE THE EARTH FROM THE FIRE, . . ." Here, Hees talks about the process, but he's also implying
that nature performs the same operation - As AbSeeBelow. Think of the Universe as analogous tters
characteristics. You have vapor [moisture], hurgifsteam], fluid [water], solid [ice]; and beforeety combined to
make water you had the elements hydrogen and oxygg&oh are common to all its forms. Also commoraliats
forms is FIRE which is put there by the sun.

When you separate the water from most of its foe ave ice - its CRYSTAL formation. Likewise, evame of the
most dense element known, osmium, has a melting pb27000 C as it becomes fluid, and a boilinqpof more
than 53000 C as it becomes a vapor. Everythingusmé by four natural qualities; warm, cold, dry twand four
natural states; fire, air, water, earth.

Specifically, he indicates here that the Mercuime]f- and Sulfur - is to be separated from itsypodvehicle,
perhaps a plant or metallic ore.

"THE SUBTLE FROM THE GROSS, . . ." In the case gflant, the essential oils must be separated fhengtoss
oils. In the case of minerals and metals - thelsulve is locked up in their crystalline structusbich has to be
cracked and broken.

"GENTLY, .. ." Thisis a primary KEY to all alchéoal operations. Separation of the subtle partsftioe gross
parts will usually require an application of sorype of externally manipulated heat. If this heabis violent and
too fast it will drive the subtle virtues awayitiis too weak, the subtle virtues can never bifead. The great secret
of alchemical operations is the CONTROL OF THE FIRE

"AND WITH JUDGMENT." You do not want to destroy ttié in the things you work with. Each kingdom htss
own comfortable life sustaining range of tempemateven the metals.

For example: To hatch a fertilized chicken eggeheaust be the right amount of heat for the rightant of time -
approximately 1100 F. for several days. Too mudt hed you have a cooked chick, too little andhitrot
germinate and grow. It is the same in the plantraimeral kingdoms. That's why an alchemist knoved ghfoundry
cast metal is dead because the heat required tatmsve out the spirit - its Mercury. Learningdorrectly sense
the heat and the character of your fire takes tingbpractice. Meditation upon the fire does not,tither.

VIII. IT ASCENDS FROM THE EARTH TO HEAVEN, AND DESENDS AGAIN TO EARTH, THUS YOU
WILL POSSESS THE GLORY OF THE WHOLE WORLD AND ALLESCURITY WILL FLY AWAY.

At this juncture many opinions flourish. What, ettpcascends and descends? The Mercury? The SQuitlthe



Mercury? Nature herself may give a clue.

The sun radiates its energy into earth's ionospkéaosphere, and atmosphere, its light pensttatecloud cover,
and eventually reaches the earth's surface. Sgmexetrate the oceans, rivers, lakes, ponds,@adipe fields,
invigorating, purifying, and sanitizing them ali.imteracts with the earth's water in its variotses. Water [the
Moon factor] is highly magnetic, and crystallina Hquid crystal, if you will. It is not only the @st abundant fluid
on the planet, but the most abundant chemicalpaoidably the least known and understood.

The earth is an organic, multidimensional, fluxplgsma of life forces, magnetic fields, and energigexes, all of
which are potentially fertile and depend on waeom the arctic poles to the equator the eartliistance
constantly moves. Winds, rains, erosion, volcantmeaadoes and hurricanes, undersea volcanic aetiwhtectonic
plate movement all bring forth elemental matetialt intermixes with the Earth's water and is CIR@UED.

"IT ASCENDS FROM THE EARTH TO HEAVEN, AND DESCENDSGAIN TO EARTH, . . ." The elementally
laden waters evaporate and ascend to the highdstitwhere they are charged by the Sun and impesiyonader
the influence of the Moon before they condenseas snow, hail, mist, or dew, and descend bacthkecarth.
They have regained the power to germinate brinfprity new life that will contribute to nature's dra. This
process repeats itself perpetually. All life foraygle through their term from birth to death whetitde for

millions of years, or milliseconds. It is a congtainculation that everyday, little by little, ewas the whole planet.

"..THUS YOU WILL POSSESS THE GLORY OF THE WHOMZORLD . . ." Here Hermes suggests that
through personal observation one will understantlifés processes, which are gloriously straightéwdyand
come to know her Laws. Knowledge of the Laws ofiratare indispensable in guiding one through theend
pitfalls one encounters in producing the Great 8tdine lack of true knowledge instead of wild andfosing
theory is the reason so many try, but so few sutcee

For example, observe a rose: During the night, eetwmidnight and three, especially during theriudbn, the
blossom will cover its petals with microscopic dedp of its precious oil. As dawn nears the desicendew
condenses on the rose petals and bonds with therplets of rose oil. As the first rays of thensirike and warm
the petals the charged water evaporates and asiceadie air with its little passenger of oil. Elgcene recurs with
every tree, plant, and flower in our gardens anddoe/s and regenerates our atmosphere with its sweei, to
say nothing of the medicinal advantage it lendsre who breaths the morning air [prana?]. This bappver the
whole planet each day. It is the natural processeazm distillation.

The dew also carries trace minerals and metalthat been exposed through the natural processgesibn and
other surface disturbance.

"... AND ALL OBSCURITY WILL FLY AWAY." |, for one, agree with the sages; nature is our best teadher.
should study the relationship between the thregdoms and focus on understanding natural dynatiissplain
and simple once the concept begins to formulatecirdy. The books we pour over represent whatesame else
perceived - and they can keep us blind to our agin.|

To quote a sage that | once studied, "You mustidirea from thinking with your ego and be like a@ldtobserving
the wondrous domain you call Earth. Open your hadtbe like an infant suckling your daily ratidivdisdom
from her breast."

The Stones are made by artificially duplicating ats processes as long as we follow her Laws ehdbere is a
place in this work for Astrology, Qabala, and Madiat true alchemy has no better friend than Naterself.

Man is an ignorant being; his knowledge is limitbdt his ignorance is infinite.< Ram Ashied

IX. THIS THING IS THE FORTITUDE OF ALL FORTITUDE, BCAUSE IT OVERCOMES ALL SUBTLE
THINGS, AND PENETRATES EVERY SOLID THING.



On the mental plane, after a stone has been stigtgsscomplished, a humbling sense of knowingursavhich
brings with it understandings of those things peadén vagueness and obscurity before. It markie af passage
that leaves one aware that the accomplishment oteanal end of a quest, but rather a preparatiogriemter
responsibility.

"THIS THING IS THE FORTITUDE OF ALL FORTITUDE,...One's meditations are deeper and more profound.
A bit more weight is felt spiritually but this iEeompanied with joy and a sense of well being. Weg may feel
more isolated as one's life changes due to changeser values and desires. This can mean changes
relationships and social choices. The FORTITUDE&et these challenges is in you, nor are you dlecause

inner dimensional assistance is certainly evident.

On the physical plane the alchemists assure ushtba&tones, both Major and Minor, when ingesteekity small
doses, strengthen the body organically by reinetiog each system. This is accomplished on an attawel in
each cell by balancing all forces and bringingael's body, mind, and spirit into perfect harmoRgrtitude in the
physical sense means that one regains the alailityetet all health and personal challenges withstudingth.

"...BECAUSE IT OVERCOMES ALL SUBTLE THINGS,..." Démses are incapable of taking root in the body, the
power and virtue of the Stone augments the immystes and overwhelms them. The Philosopher's S&wd
course, more permanent and more powerful thanldre ptone.

Channels are opened as the body rejects its drasge®xins. The chakras open allowing more vitahione
secretion to occur. The body actually transfiguees higher state of energy. And the mind opensexpands
becoming more psychically sensitive.

"...AND PENETRATES EVERY SOLID THING." On the mehtaane this refers to the sages' claim that ome ca
pierce the veil and perceive past and future gle@he's mental power increases so that one mag\ech certain
power and control over the elements, especiallyather.

On the physical, it is claimed by some who writélef virtues of the Philosopher's Stone that theselexperienced
the renewal of teeth, darkening of hair, renewedigkepotency and desire. Women who have passedpaase
conceive and give birth in their fifties and sistidumors and skin blemishes disappear, suchasdpots. Glasses
are put away as normal eyesight returns.

In metal transmutation the stone transmutes a rtettd next highest level, tin to copper, coppesitver, silver to
gold. According to the story of Bit Nur*, a lightrétting crystal called a Billur, made by monastatghemists,
Chakimim, in the Himalayas, transmuted any metpbsgd to its brilliant light into the next higheseétal, silver to
gold, for example. The author stated that the maolkishim that their crystal was the TRUE Stonédefmes.

Are these claims true? Only those who accomplishgtbrious Stone will know.

*Paracelsus Research Society, Alchemical Labora&Baitietins 1960-1972, Page 154.

X. THUS ARE ALL THINGS CREATED.

He speaks here of All THINGS. Creation is a pro¢hasis still going on from minute to minute. Anstant flow
of energy expressing countless forms of objectiistence that mirror the unseen. The Stones e thiat
concentrated power that is exercised every momebtivine Mind. They are artificial, man made, butidely
directed, and yet they transmit the creative pavi€sod.

XI. THENCE PROCEED WONDERFUL ADAPTATIONS WHICH ARBERODUCED IN THIS WAY.

Once the Stone(s) is in hand, its bearer will beadéd from within as to its use - where, when, laow, and for



whom. It has been claimed that the stone will makiead branch flower, a blind person see, a treemoved from
one, palsy from another, and a barren field prodimendantly.

Xll. THEREFORE AM | CALLED HERMES TRISMEGISTUS, PCGBESSING THE THREE PARTS OF THE
PHILOSOPHY OF THE WHOLE WORLD.

There is contention here as to his meaning. Doasdan that he has achieved mastery over his Basliind, and
his Spirit? Or could he mean he has gained mastdngen made a Magistery over Salt, Sulfur, andchtgrin
Nature. Some think he means that he is a MastdreMist, a Master Astrologer, and a Master Magi¢@abalist).
Others believe that he is one of the early incéwnatof Christ. Actually, we each must decide farselves.

XIIIl. WHAT | HAD TO SAY ABOUT THE OPERATIONS OF THESUN IS COMPLETE.

| have no more to add.

For comparison | have included another versiomefEmerald Tablet. It was first written in the Glesn language,
then translated to German, and then later to Emdliias come from the Chakimim of Bit Nur. Acciorgl to the
story, they sang this like a hymn.

PRAISE AND HONOR BE UNTO OUR LORD WHO CREATED HEAWEAND EARTH THROUGH A
WORD. AND HE CREATED THAT WHICH IS ABOVE LIKE UNTOITHAT WHICH IS BELOW AND THAT
WHICH IS BELOW LIKE THAT WHICH IS ABOVE.

HIS FATHER IS THE SUN, HIS MOTHER THE MOON, AND HIBREATH THE WIND BLOWED GENTLY
OVER THE EARTH FRUCTIFYING IT.

AND THE CREATURES FROM BELOW MIX THEIR POWERS WITHHOSE FROM ABOVE AND THEY
BEGET A WONDERFUL BEING.

FOUR ELEMENTS DOES IT CONTAIN WITHIN ITSELF.

IN ITS EARTH IS OUR LORD. IN ITS WATER IS OUR LORDN ITS AIR IS OUR LORD. IN ITS FIRE IS
OUR LORD.

EARTH, WATER, AIR, AND FIRE PAY ATTENTION TO HIS WIL, AND OBEY THE LAW OF OUR LORD.

THUS IS THE WORLD CREATED AND THE NAME OF OUR LORES THE KEY TO ITS SECRET.

Hortulanus Commentary on the Emerald
Tablet

This famous commentary on the Emerald Tablet isddn a number of books and alchemical collectiorsatin.
The first published English version was includedRoger BaconThe mirror of alchimyLondon 1597.
Back to pieces on Emerald Tablet




A briefe Commentarie of Hortulanus the Philosopherupon the Smaragdine
Table of Hermes of Alchimy.

The praier of Hortulanus.

Laude, honour, power and glorie, be given to tie&lmightie Lorde God, with thy beloved sonne, dord lesus
Christ, and the holy Ghost, the comforter. O haliniTie, that art the onely one God, perfect magive thee
thankes that having the knowledge of the trangttiings of this worlde (least | should bee prowbkath the
pleasures thereof) of thy abundant mercie thoutalieh mee from it. But forsomuch as | have knomamie
deceived in this art, that have not gone the nggy, let it please thee, O Lord my God, that bykhewledge
which thou hast given me, | may bring my dearenftiefrom error, that when they shal perceive tathithey may
praise thy holy and glorious name, which is bledse@ver. Amen.

The Preface.

| Hortulanus, so called from the Gardens bordeuipgn the sea coast, wrapped in a lacobin skinneorhy to be
called a Disciple of Philosophie, moved with thedmf my welbeloved, doo intend to make a true al@tion of
the words oHermes the Father of Philosophers, whose words, thohghthey be dark and obscure, yet have |
truly expounded the whole operation and practis®fvorke: for the obscuritie of the Philosophartheir
speeches, dooth nothing prevaile, where the dectrirthe holy spirit worketh.

Chapter I.
That the Art of Alchimy is true and certaine.

The Philosopher saitlt. is true, to wit, that the Arte oflchimieis given unto usWwithout leasingThis hee saith in
detestation of them that affirme this Art to beiady that is, falselt is certaine that is prooved. For whatsoever is
prooved, is most certaindnd most trueFor most true golde is ingendred by Art: and &i¢hamost true, in the
superlative degree, because the golde ingendréudprt, excelleth all naturall gold in all propties, both
medicinall and others.

Chapter II.
That the Stone must be divided into two parts.

Consequentlie, he toucheth the operation of theesteayingThat which is beneath, is as that which is abdral
this he sayth, because the stone is divided intogrincipall parts by Art: Into the superior pahat ascendeth up,
and into the inferiour part, which remaineth behdate and cleare: and yet these two parts agreeritue: and
therefore hee sayethihat which is above, is like to that which is beheAnd this division is necessarieg
perpetuate the myracles of one thitgwit, of the Stone: because the inferiour mathe Earth, which is called the
Nurse, and Ferment: and the superiour part is tlideSwhich quickeneth the whole Stone, and raigetp.
Wherefore separation made, and coniunction celetbratanie myracles are effected in the secret waoirkature.

Chapter IIl.
That the Stone hath in it the foure Elements.

And asall things have proceeded from one, by the meditatf one Heere giveth hee an example, saying: as all
things came from one, to wit, a confused Globenasse, by meditation, that is the cogitation aeation of one,
that is the omnipotent Go&o all things have sprunthat is, come outom this one thinghat is, one confused
lumpe,by Adaptationthat is by the sole commandement of God, andateir&o our Stone is borne, and come out
of one confused mass, containing in it the fouentents, which is created of God, and by his sotaat@ our stone
is borne.



Chapter IV.
That the Stone hath Father and Mother, to wit, theSunne and Moone.

And as wee see, that one living creature begettetie living creatures like unto it selfe: so acidily golde
engendereth golde, by vertue of multiplicationh# foresaid stone. It followeth therefore, the Swisrhis father,
that is, Philosophers Gold. And as in everie nditgeneration, there must be a fit and convenienéptacle, with a
certaine consonancie of similitude to the fatherileewise in this artificiall generation, it isqgaisite that the Sunne
have a fitte and consonaunt receptacle for hisesaad tincture: and this is Philosophers silverd Arerefore it

followes, the Moone is his mother.

Chapter V.
That the coniunction of the parts of the stone isatled Conception.

The which two, when they have mutuallie entertaieadh other in the coniunction of the Stone, tla&t

conceiveth in the bellie of the winde: and thi# ishich afterwarde he sayethhe winde carried it in his bellidt is
plaine, that the winde is the ayre, and the aytkddife, and the life is the Soule. And | haveeatly spoken of the

soule, that it quickneth the whole stone. And dzelioveth, that the wind should carry and recdmewthole stone,
and bring forth the masterie: and then it followetfat it must receive nourishment of his nurcat th the earth:
and therefore the Philosopher saithe earth is his Nurséecause that as the infant without receiving fisoth
his nurse, shuld never come to yeres: so likewisestone without the firmentation of his earth, Wkanever be

brought to effect: which said firmament, is caltemirishment. For so it is begotten of one Fathéh the
coniunction of the MotheiThings that is, sonnes like to the Father, if they wang decoction, shalbe like to the
Mother in whitenesse, and retaine the Fathers weigh

Chapter VI.
That the Stone is perfect, if the Soule be fixt ithe bodie.

It followeth afterwardThe father of all the Telesme of the whole wortdieere that is, in the worke of the stone is
a finall way. And note, that the Philosopher célitte worke, the Father of all the Telesme: thatfisll secret, or
of all treasuréOf the whole worldethat is, of every stone found in the world, isehéAs if he should say, Behold |
shew it thee. Afterward the Philosopher saihlt thou that | teach thee to knowe when the eediithe Stone is

perfect and complea®eto wit, when it is converted into his earth: dinerefore he saith{is power is entirethat is,
compleate and perfedt,it be turned into earththat is, if the Soule of the stone (whereof waeehmade mention
before: which Soule may be called the winde or ayteerein consisteth the whole life and vertuehefstone) be
converted into the earth, to wit of the stone, fixed: so that the whole substance of the Stongobsith his nurse,
to wit earth, that the whole Stone be turned istorient. As in making of bread, a little leaven nshgth and
fermenteth a great deale of Paste: so will theoBbpher that our stone bee so fermented, thatyithea ferment to
the multiplication of the stone.

Chapter VII.
Of the mundification and cleansing of the stone.

Consequently, hee teacheth how the Stone ougleartultiplied: but first he setteth downe the méiodiion of
the stone, and the separation of the parts: sayimy, shalt separate the earth from the fire, therta from the
thicke, and that gently and with great discreti@ently, that is by little, and little, not violéy, but wisely, to witte,
in Philosophicall doung. Thou shalt separate, iatissolve: for dissolution is the separatiopaiftes.The earth
from the fire, the thinne from the thickbat is, the lees and dreggs, from the fire ajxe, the water, and the whole
substance of the Stone, so that the Stone maymemabst pure without all filth.



Chapter VIII.
That the unfixed part of the Stone should exceed #fixed, and lift it up.

The Stone thus prepared, is made fit for multipiaca And now hee setteth downe his multiplicatiord easie
liquefaction, with a vertue to pierce as well ihi@rd bodies, as soft, sayirgascendeth from the earth into heaven,
and again it descendeth into the eatttere we must diligently note, that although done bee divided in the first
operation into foure partes, which are the fourntgints: notwithstanding, as wee have alreadie ,Sthielee are two
principall parts of it. One which ascendeth upwat] is called unfixed, and an other which reméimeiow fixed,

which is called earth, or firmament, which nourishand firmenteth the whole stone, as we have dyreaid. But

of the unfixed part we must have a great quardity give it to the stone (which is made most cleghout all
filth) so often by masterie that the whole stoneaeed upward, sublimating & and subtiliating. Athds is it which

the Philosopher saitlit ascendeth from the earth into the heaven

Chapter IX.
How the volatile Stone may againe be fixed.

After all these things, this stone thus exaltedsintne incerated with the Oyle that was extractethfit in the first
operation, being called the water of the stone:sandften boyle it by sublimation, till by vertuétbe firmentation
of the earth exalted with it, the whole stone dgaiae descend from heaven into the earth, and nenfixied and
flowing. And this is it which the Philosopher saythdescendeth agayne into the earth, and so reteyhe vertue
of the superiours by sublimation, and of the irdars, by descentionthat is, that which is corporall, is made
spirituall by sublimation, and that which is spistl, is made corporall by descension.

Chapter X.
Of the fruit of the Art, and efficacie of the Stone

So shalt thou have the glorie of the whole warldeat is, this stone thus compounded, that slesi$gsse the glorie
of this world.Therefore all obscuritie shall flie from thethat is, all want and sicknesse, because the stars
made, cureth everie diseakkere is the mightie power of all powétor there is no comparison of other powers of
this world, to the power of the storteor it shall overcome every subtil thing, and shadhrce through every solide
thing. It shall overcome, that is, by overcomming, ilsbonvert quickMercury, that is subtile, congealing it: and it
shall pearce through other hard, solide, and cohipadies.

Chapter XI.
That this worke imitateth the Creation of the worlde.

He giveth us also an example of the compositioni®Stone, saying;o was the world create@hat is, like as the
world was created, so is our stone composed. Rbeibeginning, the whole world and all that isrée, was a
confused Masse or Chaos (as is above saide) lemvaftd by the workemanship of the soveraigne Cretitis
masse was divided into the foure elements, wontieaparated and rectified, through which sepamatilivers
things were created: so likewise may divers thimggs made by ordering our worke, through the seiparaf the

divers elements from divers bodiétere shal be wonderfull adaptatigrthat is, If thou shalt separate the elements,

there shall be admirable compositions, fitte for worke in the composition of our Stone, by thereets rectified:
Whereof, to wit, of which wonderfull things fit fdhis:the meanedo wit, to proceede bys here

Chapter XII.
An enigmaticall insinuation what the matter of theStone shoulde be.

Therefore | am called Hermes TrismegistNew that he hath declared the composition ofStume, he teacheth us
after a secret maner, whereof the Stone is magéntiming himselfe, to the ende that his scho(Mt® should
hereafter attaine to this science) might have amein continuall remembrance: and then hee tobh¢hetmatter
saying:Having three parts of the Philosophie of the wheteld: because that whatsoever is in the worlde, having
matter and forme, is compounded of the foure Elémdrence is it, that there are so infinite pafthie world, all



which he divideth into three principall partes, Kliall, Vegetable, and Animall: of which jointly, severally, hee
had the true knowledge in the worke of the Sunmewhich cause he saitHaving three parts of the Philosophie of
the whole worldwhich parts are contained in one Stone, to witloBophers Mercurie.

Chapter XIII.
Why the Stone is said to be perfect.

For this cause is the Stone saide to be perfecause it hath in it the nature of Minerals, Vegktapand Animals:
for the stone is three, and one having foure natueewit, the foure elements, & three colourscklavhite and red.
It is also called a graine of corne, which if iediot, remaineth without fruit: but if it doo diag(is above said) when
it is ioyned in coniunction, it bringeth forth muétuite, the aforenamed operations being accomplishus
curteous reader, if thou know the operation ofStene, | have told thee the truth: but if thouigmbrant thereof, |
have said nothindr hat which | have spoken of the operation of then8us finishedthat is, that which hath beene
spoken of the operation of the stone, of the tomdeurs, and foure natures, existing and beingimanely thing,
namely in the Philosophers Mercurie, is fulfilled.

Here endeth the Commentarie of Hortulanus, upperstharagdine table of Hermes, the father of Phylosrs.

Salmon's Commentary on the Emerald
Tablet

This commentary is included as Chapter 14 in tisiae on Hermes 'The Golden Work' in William Salr®on
Medicina PracticalLondon 1692. It draws heavily from Hortulanusreoentary.
Back to pieces on Emerald Tablet

The Smaragdine Table of Hermes.

I. Hermes. This is true, and far distant from a Lie; whateigbelow, is like that which is above; and that ethis
above, is like that which is below: By this are aicgd and perfected the Miracles of the One Thing.

Salmon. That is to say, the truth of this our Art is confed by Experience, we know it to be truth by vegtter of
Fact; and notwithstanding all the Sophisms, andobhaachia of the Schools, there is no Argument camdsagainst
Experience. The Waters of the Cataracts of Healbeuen are like to the Waters below, when the gfeamntain of
the deep is broken up; and the Waters below, keetdi the Waters above. There are two parts irStame, a
Superior part that ascends up, and an Inferioryglith remains beneath; and yet these two partseagrOne. The
inferior Part or Earth, is called the Body or Fentnd he superior part or Spirit, is called the SmuLife, which
quickens the Stone, and raises it up: The firsttibeslissolved, and made Water, like the Supeaiod; the Superior
must be coagulated, and made Earth, like the Lotvat they may be united, and become the Miractb@bne
Thing; then it will be evidently demonstrated, thdtatsoever is below, is like that which is abcueq
contrarywise. Nor do they differ one from anothat by Accident, as Corruptible and Incorruptibley&and
Impure, Heavy and Light, Clear and Opake, AgentRatient, Masculine and Feminine, etc. all whiah ar
Accidents, not Substances. Heaven or that whiabawe is Incorruptible, where the pure Elementsvaade, from
a Corruptible matter elevated or lifted up, in @encavity of which Firmament, the Body or Substaoickuna is
Graduated. Hence it is apparent that this our Meeimust resemble Heaven itself, in Activity, Peatd¢eness, and
Incorruptibility; nor must it work as the ElemerisNatural Bodies, which are as it were Dead, agstitute of any
Power or Action.

Il. Hermes. Also, as all things were made from One, by thp b&lOne: So all things are made from One thing by
Conjunction.

Salmon.That is, as all things were made or come from OCoefused Chaos, by the help of One Omnipotent or
Almighty God; so our Stone is born or brought foustit of one Confused Mass, by the help of ondqudar



Matter or Thing, which contains in it four Elemen@eated by the determination of God. Here Henpaasts forth
the Universal Medicine in imitation of the Worldse@tion; which is performed by one Universal Spaitd so by a
Supernatural Experiment, points forth this Our MaltiWork. It is the Opinion of many Philosopherattthe Spirit
of Natural things, or the Spirit of Nature is the#dlum between the Soul and the Body, as beingnthith makes
the absolute and firm Conjunction. But the opinddisome is though the Spirit is said to be the nsuitatile
Subsistance; yet it can be no more separated fierBaul, than Light from the Sun.

lll. Hermes. The Father thereof is the Sun, and the Mother thfesethe Moon: the Wind carries it in its Bellyych
the Nurse thereof is the Earth.

Salmon.As living Creatures beget their Like or Kind, sol@&generates Gold by the Virtue of Our Stone: $ha
is its Father, that is, Our Philosophical or Livi@gld. And as in every natural Generation, therstrbe a fit and
convenient receptacle, with a certain likenessind ko the Father; so likewise in this Our ArtiiciGeneration, it is
requisite that the Sun, or our Living Gold, sholiéve a fit and agreeable Receptacle or Womb, @ éed or
Tincture; and this Our Philosophical or Living Sityi.e. Mercury, which is the Mother thereof. WBal and Luna
are in the Heavens above, the same are Our Gol&iara in Our Heavens below. The Universal MaswilSeed
is the Sulphur of Nature, the first and most Potanitse of all Generation: And if Sol does Livasihecessary, as
Paracelsus saith, to live in some things, viztsroivn Radical Humidity, and most pure and simpie which
contemperates the heat thereof by its Humidity. Whed is the Air, and the Air is the Life, and thie is the Soul,
which quickens the whole Stone. And therefore thirdNAir, Life and Soul must carry the Stone, \bring forth
Our Magistery: which being brought forth, it must mourished by its Nurse, which is the Earth; fbe Earth (saith
Hermes) is its Nurse. The Wind Carries it in itdlf3eby which the Universal, Inferior, and FeminiBeed is dilated
through the Air, and joyned to the Universal Supeaind Masculine Seed; the Air or Mercury is theriovherein
the two Seeds are conjoyned. The Air arises fram &id Water, as the Heaven from Fire and Air. Uttide
Appellation of Fire, is comprehended the most pudestance of the Earth, ascending with Fire: antuthe Name
of Air the most pure Substance of Water; The BetlyWomb of Nature, is a most pure Breath or Mati@ised
from all the inferior Elements, converted into aldtdity or Air, in which is conceived by the hef Luna, the
Universal Seed of the Sun, specificated also byther Lights or Stars. Hermes will have three Eats, two
under the Names of Sol and Luna, the third undeName of Ventus, the Wind. The Earth is the Nofgdis
Birth of the Air, by whose Breasts it is Nourishadhence it Sucks the Mercurial Milk, (that is thenma thick
substance of the Inferior Water remaining yet & Harth) by which it grows and increases to itssfarce and
Perfection, as a Child to the Stature and StreofythMan.

IV. Hermes. This is the Mother or Fountain of all Perfectiomchits Power is Perfect and Intire, if it be chadge
into Earth.

Salmon. As if he should say, this Arcanum which | herevglyeu is the Original and Fountain of all Arcanuamsl
Mysteries, the secret Treasure of the whole Wdild.it is not brought to its Perfection till it thanged into Earth;
then indeed is its Power perfect and intire: thaifithe Soul of the Stone (of which we have spolxefore and
which may be called the Wind or Air, which is atbe Life, Virtue, Power and Spirit) be convertetbiiarth, viz.
a fixt Substance or Matter; so that the whole Bpirit, Life and Soul of the Stone may be conjoyteds Earth,
which is its Nurse, and be all turned into Ferméstin making of Bread, a little Leaven Fermentd @nansmutes,
a great deal of Meal or Paste: so also must OureSte Fermented, that it may become Ferment t&tdramal
Multiplication thereof. That which the Wind doesabén its Belly must be converted into Earth, tiethe Work
completed; which is done by a long and Unweariedddgon (not by evaporating, but retaining the &gitill it
becomes inspissated, and in success of time isldoya Pouder or Earth. But the time will be lomgl #&edious,
therefore you must attend it with Patience, aceaydid the Matter you work upon. Some things areoterfrom
Perfection, other things more remote, and otherst memote, whilst other things are near to Pedecibthers
neerer, and some things nearest of all. He thavknmmt these things before he begins his Work, afeywards

deplore his Error, with very great loss.

V. Hermes. Separate the Earth from the Fire, and the Subtild @hin from the Gross and Thick; but prudently
with long Sufferance, Gentleness and Patience Vdisdom, and Judgement.

Salmon. Hetherto he has only discoursed the Theory, hecmmes to shew you the Practical Part, shewingtfies
Purification of the Matter of the Stone. You mustitigently, by little and little, not Violently,us Prudently and



Wisely, after a Philosophick manner: By Separatiagneans Dissolving: for Dissolution is the Sepanatf parts:
Some will have it, that by the Earth here, he maéhad ees or Dreggs of the matter, which is to égaBated from
the Fire, the Air, and the Water, and the wholestaiice of the Stone, that it may become Pure,raedifom any
Putrefaction or Defiled Matter: and this the SpagyPhilosophers say is the first Operation or Brafion of the
Matter or Parts of their Stone. But some understardby, the Separation of the four Elements, hisddbubtless

is the thing if it be spoken of a Spagyric, and Violgar Separation. Under the Appellation of Fites two other are

understood, viz. Air and Water; for the Fire camwant or subsist without Air, nor is the Air withioWater; for Air
is made of Water by the Mediation of the Fire, byich it is forced to Ascend upwards. But as toEaeth, it partly
Ascends and is made Volatile, and partly remaxedfibelow. By separating the Earth from the Fioene will
have it, that he would have the Thick to be sepdr&bm the Thin, not the Thin from the Thick, besa the Earth
is thicker than the Fire. But by separating thetisfdfom the gross, is to be understood, the siziinig) of the Thick
Matter, and Spagyrically to reduce that subtilikéatter into Aether or Spiritual Air. But this mgstudently be
done which gentleness, long Suffering, Patienae tleat is according to the Laws of Art, but gendlyen with a
gentle Heat according to Natural Generation. Tis¢riiment of Nature, and of the Spagyrists Firehauit which
the Work cannot be done. This Fire is either Iraean External. The Internal is proper to the sabsé or Matter,
and Naturally dwells within it, which you must pemtly stir up and Excite. The External is eitheolent, or
Temperated in four several Degrees. The Violetitas with which some things are Calcined, otherligheu,
others (as Metalls) Liquefied or Melted. The Tengpelin its several Degrees, imitate or resembleifdatind are
used for Putrefaction, Digestion, and CongelatwrCirculatorily to dissolve and fix. But Variouseathese kinds of

Fire which are to be applied according as the Stbggjuires, and the prudence of the Artist dirdaténg continual

without interruption from beginning to the End.

VI. Hermes. It Ascends from the Earth up to Heaven, abd descagdin from the Heaven to the Earth, and
receives the Powers and Efficacy of the Superindslaferiors.

Salmon.Here it to be observed that though Our Stone Wideti in the first Operation into four Parts, white the
four Elements, yet as we have already said thdvatiswo principal Parts of it, One which Ascengsvards and is
Volatile, and another which remains below, andxsed, which is called Earth, and ferment which Nsles and
Ferments the whole Stone. But of the unfixed ora¥ild part we must have a great quantity, thaty Maurish the
purified Matter of the Stone, till it be made tocksd, is sublimed, and subtilized: then being sulgilized and
made Volatile, it must be incerated with the Oxlracted from it in the first Operation, which ialled the Water of
the Stone, and so often Boyled by SublimationptilVirtue of the Fermentation of the Earth exaketh it; the
whole Stone does again descend, from the Heawe tBarth, and remains fixed and flowing; thathst the

Corporeal be made Spiritual by Sublimation, andSpgitual be made Corporeal by Descension: Heee is
Circulatory Distillation admirably declared, anatGonstruction of a Spagyric Vessel, to the Siodé of Nature.
It Ascends from the Earth, i.e. from the inferigart of the vessel; to Heaven, i.e. the superiaut: fhe matter
generated of Sol, and Luna ascends, i.e. the Theciean substance thereof is converted or resointriHeaven,
viz. into a subtile substance like to Heaven: hmalestrates the Spagyrick solution, by what Instminaed Artifice
it is done; then he teaches the Fixation, It Dedseamgain to the Earth; as if he should say, affesubstance is
dissolved and made to Ascend under the Obedienite dhternal Celestial Virtues or Powers, standivaye the
determined time of Its Maturity, it returns again,descends, that is to say, the Spirit is mad@&eal, which was
before a Body or made from a Body, Spiritual, whghothing but the Philosophick Riddle. Fac Fixuplatile, &
rursus Volatile fixum, & totum habebis MagisteriuAnd by this means it will obtain the Virtues o&tBuperior
and Inferiour Powers, i.e. the Heavenly and Vaafibwer, to penetrate, grow, increase or multigatyl the Earthly

Power to give Substance, Corporeity, and Fixity.

VII. Hermes. In this Work, you acquire to your self the Wealtld &lory of the whole World: Drive therefore from
you all Cloudiness or Obscurity, Darkness and Bliesk.

Salmon.Possessing this Stone thus perfected, you poaBéks Wealth and Treasures of the World; so yoat
may live free from Care and Trouble, from Discomnt@md Fears, from every Sickness and DiseasealRemedy
for all Diseases both of Body and Mind: It strikgghe root of Infirmities; and destroyes that vihieould destroy

or undermine the Health and Prosperity of the Hwariaody. This Stone, this Wealth, this Treasureygoit be but
like to a Grain of Mustard-seed, yet it grows tothe greatest of all Trees, in whose Branches trasBf the Air
make their Nests, and under whose shadow the Befasts Field dwell.



VIIIl. Hermes. For the Work increasing or going on in Strengthdadtrength to Strength, forestalling and over-
topping all other Fortitudes and Powers; and isabd Subjugate and Conquer all things, whether theethin and
Subtil, or thick and Solid Bodies.

Salmon.There is no Comparison of the Powers of other fthings, to the Power of the Stone, for it itealb
overcome and master all other Powers: it can cormeenmon Quick Silver into a Congealed substance, a
Transmute it into fine Gold or Silver: and it caanetrate and Peirce through all other hard solicbampact Bodies,
and strike them with a never fading Tincture, smfand fixt, which the Power and Strength of th@&gest and
most Violent Fire can never conquer or overcomés ihas much as if he should say, it is the coaiplértue of
total Nature, the Power, Efficacy and Potency bfrahgs, and even (as it were) above Nature, abithmay not
improperly be said to be a Work Metaphysical, fattit seems to act above or beyond Nature. Itaorees or
conquers all things, that is, it makes all subiil éhin things (as Quicksilver) thick and coaguateem: and on the
contrary it Penetrates all thick and solid thirigs, It makes every hard Metal whether Perfechgudrfect (as Sol,
Luna, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars and Venus) subtiletaing and brings them to the greatest Perfectigpeling all the
Malign and Dark Spirits possessing them and gitinthem Tincture and Fixity, by its Subility andi®pality.

IX. Hermes. In this manner was the World made; and hence drthalwonderful Conjunctions or Joynings
together of the Matter and Parts thereof, and treWllous Effects, when in this way it is donewych these
Wonders are Effected.

Salmon.The Creation of the World he brings as a Priorripie, or Exemplification of the Work of Our
Philosophick Stone, for as the World was Createds ©ur Stone composed. As in the beginning theleviVorld
and all that is therein was a Choas or confusecsMas afterwards by the Virtue Word, Power, onispf the
Great Creator, a Separation was made, the Elemenésdivided and rectified, and the Universal Wavks
produced and brought forth Beautiful and Perfedfimimber, Weight and Measure. So also in this oukwoee
separate the Elements, which we divide and rediifiemany sublimations, depressions, and percipitatiwhereby
the perpetual and wonderful conjunction is madechkvis the product of the prime matter, and the ofdhe

Golden Kingdom, in which power is produced into Act

X. Hermes.And for this Cause | am called Hermes Trismegidtusthat | have the knowledge or understanding of
the Philosophy of the three principles of the Uréee My Doctrine or Discourse, which | have herévdeed
concerning this solar Work, is compleat and perfect

Salmon.Hermes Trismegistus signifies the Thrice greatksimes, for that he had the Knowledge of the three
Principals of the Universe, viz. Salt, Sulphur atercury, answering to the Body, Soul, and Spiritn&tal,
Vegetable, and Animal, of which he had the true Wledlge, he knew the way how to separate them, anjbygn
them again, to make the fixt Volatile and the Vikefixt, to take away Tinctures, and restore lredigain, all which
are contained in Our Philosophick Mercury whiclthis Womb in which Our Philosophick (which is theey Gold
is Generated. It is said to be perfect, becausedntains all the Principles. 2. From its newadihg Color. 3. Its
never perishing Body. It is resembled to a graikMbieat, which unless it Dies, it brings forth naiErbut if it Die,
and is Putrefied, passing through Death and Puatiefaor Dissolution, to Life and Heaven, theregeyfecting its
Nature, it is infinitely profitable. What he hadigdered concerning this Matter, viz. of the threel@s, Black,
White, and Red; of the three Principles, Salt, Butpand Mercury; of the three Subsistences, B8dyl, and
Spirit; of the three Operations, Volatilizationn€ture, and Fixation; of the three States, Imp¢idac Anihilation,
and Perfection, he declared to be True and Compledtthat the Stone thus Generated (existing aimdjlin one
only thing, viz. the Philosophick Mercury) by aissrof Natural Operations, is Perfect and Intiranting nothing.

Synesius' Epilogue on the Emerald Tablet.

This epilogue to the true book of Synesius is idetliinBasil Valentine His Triumphant Chariot of Antimomyth
annotations of Theodore Kirkringius. M.D. With Threie Book of the Learned Synesius a Greek Abbehtalst of
the Emperour's Library, concerning the Philosops&toneLondon, 1678.
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The Epilogue according to Hermes.

Thus art thou to separate tharth from thefire, thegrossfrom thesubtil gently, with great Judgment, that is to say,
separate the parts that are united to the Furbgabe dissolution and separation of the parttha®arth from the
fire, the subtile from the gross, &c. that is tg,se more pure substance of the stone, until tast got it clean,
and free from all spots or filth. And when he saitlascends from the earth up into Heaven and red@gain into

the earth there is no more to be understood by it therSthiglimation of the Bodies. Further, to explain what
distillation is, he sayethe Wind carryes it in its bellghat is, when the water is distilled by the Alaakhwhere it
first ascends by a wind full of Fume and Vapoud afterwards returns to the bottom of the Vesselater again.
When he would also express the congelation of thttem he sayedts force is absolute, if it be turned into egrth
that is to say, be converted by decoction. And &era general demonstration of all hath been baidayesit
shall receive both the inferior and superior fortieat is to say, that of the Elements, for as maglif the Medicine
receive the force of the lighter parts, that isag, air and fire, it shall also receive that @& thore grave and
weighty parts, changing itself into water and eatdtthe end, that the Matters being thus perplgtighed
together, may have permanence, durance, constangistability. Glory be to God.

Glory of the World

This text is included in thMlusaeum Hermeticuimf 1625, though it was first published in GermaiGéoria Mundi
sonsten Paradeiss Taffélrankfurt, 1620. Contained in the third partrisexplanation of the Emerald Tablet.
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The Emerald Table

It is true, without any error, and it is the suntrofth; that which is above is also that which ey, for the
performance of the wonders of a certain one thang, as all things arise from one Stone, so alspwleze
generated from one common Substance, which inclidefur elements created by God. And among other
miracles the said Stone is born of the First Maffée Sun is its Father, the Moon its Mother, thiedabears it in its
womb, and it is nursed by the earth. Itself iska¢her of the whole earth, and the whole poteneyetdf. If it be
transmuted into earth, then the earth separatastfie fire that which is most subtle from that whis hard,
operating gently and with great artifice. Then 8tene ascends from earth to heaven, and againrtksfrem
heaven to earth, and receives the choicest infegeotboth heaven and earth. If you can perforsiythu have the
glory of the world, and are able to put to flightdiseases, and to transmute all metals. It ovaroMercury,
which is subtle, and penetrates all hard and $alitles. Hence it is compared with the world. Helnem called
Hermes, having the three parts of the whole woflphilosophy.

Explanation of the Emerald Table of Hermes.

Hermes is right in saying that our Art is true, dvas been rightly handed down by the Sages; abtdazoncerning
it have arisen through false interpretation ofrihestic language of the philosophers. But, sincg #re loth to
confess their own ignorance, their readers prefeay that the words of the Sages are imposturéadsehood. The
fault really lies with the ignorant reader, who ga®t understand the style of the Philosopheri the
interpretation of our books, they would suffer tiseiwes to be guided by the teaching of Naturegratian by their
own foolish notions, they would not miss the maskhspelessly. By the words which follow: "That whis above
is also that which is below," he describes the &fatf our Art, which, thougbne is divided into two things, the
volatile water which rises upward, and the eartlictvties at the bottom, and becomes fixed. But witrerreunion
takes place, the body becomes spirit, and thet §igicdomes body, the earth is changed into watebanodmes
volatile, the water is transmuted into body, anddmees fixed. When bodies become spirits, and sgidties, your
work is finished, for then that which rises upwardl that which descends downward become one bdyefore
the Sage says that that which is above is thathwikibelow, meaning that, after having been seedrato two
substances (from being one substance), they ane jagzed together into one substance, i.e., anrumihich can
never be dissolved, and possesses such virtuefficatg that it can do in one moment what the Sannot
accomplish in a thousand years. And this miraclereught by a thing which is despised and rejebtethe
multitude. Again, the Sage tells us that all thimgse created, and are still generated, from anedubstance and

consist of the same elementary material; and gfthst substance God has appointed the four elesnahich
represent a common material into which it mighthagis be possible to resolve all things. Its devekqt is



brought about by the distillation of the Sun anddWoFor it is operated upon by the natural heghefSun Moon,
which stirs up its internal action, and multiplesch thing after its kind, imparting to the substaa specific form.
The soul, or nutritive principle, is the earth whieceives the rays of the Sun and Moon, and thdréaeds her
children as with mother's milk. Thus the Sun isfdtaer, the Moon is the mother, the earth theewrsnd in this
substance is that which we require. He who canitaded prepare it is truly to be envied. It is aegied by the Sun
and Moon in the form of a vapour, and collectethmplace where it is found. When Hermes adds'thatair
bears it in its womb, the earth is its nurse, thel world its Father,” he means that when thetamcs of our
Stone is dissolved, then the wind bears it in ibgnlv, i.e., the air bears up the substance in the & water, in
which is hid fire, the soul of the Stone, and fsehe Father of the whole world. Thus, the votasiibstance rises
upward, while that which remains at the bottonthes"whole world" (seeing that our Art is compated "small
world "). Hence Hermes calls fire the father of tigole world, because it is the Sun of our Art, airdMoon, and
water ascend from it; the earth is the nurse oSfome, i.e., when the earth receives the rayseoBun and Moon, a
new body is born, like a new foetus in the mothedsnb. The earth receives and digests the ligi&usf and Moon,
and imparts food to its foetus day by day, tithétcomes great and strong, and puts off its blackaed defilement,
and is changed to a different colour. This, "childhich is called "our daughter," represents oumstavhich is born
anew of the Sun and Moon, as you may easily seenwie spirit, or the water that ascended, is gihdu
transmuted into the body, and the body is born aaed grows and increases in size like the foetalkd mother's
womb. Thus the Stone is generated from the filsstsunce, which contains the four elements; it @ight forth by
two things, the body and the spirit; the wind betis its womb, for it carries the Stone upwardrir earth to
heaven, and down again from heaven to earth. THeuStone receives increase from above and frorwhelad is
born a second time, just as every other foetusheigated in the maternal womb; as all created shimigng forth
their young, even so does the air, or wind, brimghf our Stone. When Hermes adds, "Its power, ioue;j is entire,
when it is transmuted into earth," he means thanithe spirit is transmuted into the body, it reesiits full
strength and virtue. For as yet the spirit is vtdaand not fixed, or permanent. If it is to beefil, we must proceed
as the baker does in baking bread. We must impdyteolittle of the spirit to the body at a timas} as the baker
only puts a little leaven to his meal, and witkedvens the whole lump. The spirit, which is oavien, in like
fashion transmutes the whole body into its own taux®. Therefore the body must be leavened agdiagain,
until the whole lump is thoroughly pervaded witle {power of the leaven. In our Art the body leavresspirit, and
transmutes it into one body, and the spirit leatBrshody, and transmutes it into one spirit Areltiho, when they
have become one, receive power to leaven all thingswhich they are injected, with their own uiet
The Sage continues: "If you gently separate théhdaym the water, the subtle from the hard, then8tascends
from earth to heaven, and again descends from hdawearth, and receives its virtue from above famih below.
By this process you obtain the glory and brightrafdtie whole world. With it you can put to flighbverty,
disease, and weariness; for it overcomes the soigtteury, and penetrates all hard and firm bodids.means that
all who would accomplish this task must separatentioist from the dry, the water from the earth. Wager, or
fire, being subtle, ascends, while the body is handl remains where it is. The separation mustberaplished by
gentle heat, i.e., in the temperate bath of theeSaghich acts slowly, and is neither too hot waor¢old. Then the
Stone ascends to heaven, and again descends femarh earth. The spirit and body are first sepdrahen
again joined together by gentle coction, of a terafpee resembling that with which a hen hatcheshgs. Such is
the preparation of the substance, which is worghwthole world, whence it is also called a "littlend." The
possession of the Stone will yield you the greadetight, and unspeakably precious comfort. It @iflo set forth to
you in a typical form the creation of the worldwlill enable you to cast out all disease from thenan body, to
drive away poverty, and to have a good understgnafithe secrets of Nature. The Stone has virtumttsmute
mercury into gold and silver, and to penetratéaild and firm bodies, such as precious stones atalsnYou
cannot ask a better gift of God than this gift, ethis greater than all other gifts. Hence Hermey justly call
himself by the proud title of "Hermes Trismegistwho holds the three parts of the whole world cdeim."

Emerald Tablet of Hermes

This latin version of the Emerald Tablet has bagp$ied by Frederic Chaslin.
Back to pieces on Emerald Tablet

Verum, sine Mendacio, certum et verissimum:
Quod est Inferius est sicut quod est Superius,



et quod est Superius est sicut quod est Inferius,
ad perpetranda Miracula Rei Unius.

Et sicut res omnes fuerunt ab Uno,

meditatione unius,

sic Omnes Res natae ab hac una Re, adaptatione.

Pater eius est Sol. Mater eius est Luna.
Portavit illud Ventus in Ventre suo.

Nutrix eius Terra est.

Pater omnis Telesmi totius Mundi est hic.
Virtus eius integra est si versa fuerit in Terram.
Separabis Terram ab Igne, subtile ab spisso,
suaviter, magno cum ingenio.

Ascendit a Terra in Coelum,

iterumqgue descendit in Terram,

et recipit Vim superiorum et inferiorum.
Sic habebis Gloriam totius Mundi.

Ideo fugiet a te omnis Obscuritas.

Haec est totius Fortitudinis Fortitudo fortis,
guia vincet Omnem rem subtilem,
Omnemque Solidam penetrabit.

Sic Mundus creatus est.

Hinc erunt Adaptationes Mirabiles,

guarum Modus est hic.

Itaque vocatus sum Hermes Trismegistus,
habens tres partes Philosophiae totius Mundi.

Completum est quod dixi de Operatione Solis.
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George Ripley [1415?7-1490] was one of the most imapd of English alchemists. Little is known ababirm, but it
is supposed that he was a Canon at the Priory Ati§uistine at Bridlington in Yorkshire during theter part of the
15th century, where he devoted himself to the stfdize physical sciences and especially alchemyadquire
fuller knowledge he travelled in France, Germang Haly, and lived for some time in Rome, and ther&477 was
made a chamberlain by Pope Innocent VIII. In 14&8dturned to England in possession of the seéret o
transmutation. He pursued his alchemical work,iandputed to have given vast sums to the Knigh&t.aJohn of
Jerusalem at Rhodes to defend them from the TBukishis labours becoming irksome to the abbot ahdro
canons, he was released from the order, and johee@armelites at Boston, where he died in 1490.

His name is attached to as many as five and twaiffgrent works, most of which remain in manuscriphether
or not they are all by him may be doubted, anéé been asserted that what is called\tigdn' is not by him but
is the work of an anonymous writer of the followiogntury. Tanner has enumerated his books and mi@piusith
the libraries of Oxford and elsewhere, where theypaeserved.

Ripley adopted an allegorical approach to alcheang, his most important writings are ismpound of Alchemy
in verse which describes the alchemical procesmdsrgoing twelve stages or 'Gates', and his engilerRipley
Scrowle'.The Compound of Alchymywas one of the most popular on the subjectréutated widely in
manuscript. It was first printed at London :

The title has a woodcut border; there is an ornaaheapital E containing a portrait of Queen Eligtit) to whom
the book is dedicated, and there is an engraveplatiacalled Ripley's Wheel. Ashmole reprinted tiaTheatrum
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CALCINATION - THE FIRST GATE

Calcination is the purgation of our stone,

And restoration also of its natural heat.

Of radical humidity it looseth none,

Inducing solution into our stone most mete.
Seek after philosophy | you advise

But not after the common guise,

With sulphur and salts prepared in diverse ways.

Neither with corrosives, nor with fire alone,
Nor with vinegar, nor with ardent water,
Neither with the vapour of lead,

Our stone is calcined according to our intent.
All those who to calcining so be bent,

From this hard science withdraw their hand,
Till they our calcining better understand.

For by such calcining, their bodies will be spojled
For it diminishes the moisture of our stone.
Therefore when bodies to powder be burnt,

Dry as ashes of tree or bone,

Of such calxes then will we will have none,

For moisture we multiply radical,

In our calcining, diminishing none at all.

And for a sure ground of our true calcination,
Work wisely only kind with kind.

For kind to kind has appetite and inclination.

He who does not know this, in knowledge is blind,
And may wander forth as mist in the wind,
Knowing never with profit where to alight,
Because he conceives not our words aright.

Join kind to kind therefore as reason is,

For as every young shoot answers its own seed,
Man begets man, a beast a beast, likewise,
Further to treat of this there is no need.

But understand this point if you will succeed,
Each thing is first calcined in its own kind,



This well concealed fruit therein shall you find.

And we make calx unctuous both white and red,
Of three degrees or our base be perfect,
Fluxible as wax, else stand they in little stead.
By right long process as philosophers do write,
A year we take or more for our respite.

For in less space our calxes will not be made,
Able to tinge with colour that will not fade.

And for thy proportions you must beware,

For therein may you be beguiled.

Therefore so that your work will not be marred,
Let your body be subtly filled with Mercury,

As much then so subtiled,

One of the Sun, two of the Moon,

Till altogether like pap be done.

Then make the Mercury four to the Sun,
Two to the Moon as it should be,

And thus your work must be begun,

In figure of the Trinity,

Three of the body and of the spirit three,
And for the unity of the substance spiritual,
One more than of the substance corporeal.

By Raymond's repertory this is true Proportion,
There who choose to look.

The same my Doctor did show to me,

But three of the spirit Bacon took,

To one of the body,

For which I lay awake many a night before | knew it
And both be true, take which you choose.

If the water also be equal in proportion to thetkgar
With heat in due measure,

From them shall spring a new young shoot,

Both white and red in pure tincture,

Which in the fire shall ever endure.

Kill you the quick, the dead revive;

Make trinity unity without any strife.

This is the surest and best proportion,
For where is least of the part spiritual,
The better therefore shall be solution,
Than if you did it swell with water,

Your earth overglutting which loses all,
Take heed therefore to the potter's loam,
And make you never too wet your womb.

That loam behold how it is tempered,

The mean also how it is calcinated,

And ever look you bear this in mind,

That never your earth with water be suffocated.
Dry up your moisture with heat most temperate,
Help Dissolution with moisture of the Moon,



And Congelation with the Sun, then you have done.

Four natures into the fifth so shall you turn,
Which is a nature most perfect and temperate,
But hard it is with your bare foot to spurn,
Against a bar of iron, or steel newly sharpened,
For many do so which be infatuated,

When they such high things take in hand,
Which they in no way do understand.

In eggs, in vitriol, or in blood,

What riches they go there to find.

If they Philosophy understood,

They would not in working be so blind,
To seek Gold and Silver out of their kind.
For like as fire is of the burning principle,
So is the principle of gilding likewise.

If you intend therefore to make,

Gold and Silver by craft of our philosophy,
Take neither eggs nor blood,

But Gold and Silver which naturally Calcined,
Wisely and not manually,

A new generation will be brought forth,
Increasing their kind as does everything.

And if it were true that profit might be,

In things which are not metalline,

In which be colours pleasant to see,

As in blood, eggs, hair, urine or wine,

Or in mean minerals dug out of the mine,

Yet must that element be putrefied and separated,
And with elements of perfect bodies be disposed.

But first make rotation of these elements,

And into water your earth turn first of all,

Then of your water make air by levitation,

And air make fire, then | will call you a Master,
Of all our secrets great and small.

The wheel of Elements then you can turn about,
Truly understanding our writings without doubt.

This done, go backwards, turning the wheel again,
And presently turn your fire into water,

Air into earth, else you will labour in vain.

For so to temperament is brought our stone,

And Nature's contractions, four are made one,
After they have three times been circulated,

And also your base is perfectly consummated.

This under the moisture of the Moon,

And under the temperate heat of the Sun,
Your Elements shall be incinerated soon,
And then you have the mastery won.
Thank God your work was then so begun,
For there you have one true token,



Which first in blackness will be shown to you.

That token we call the Head of the Crow,
And some men call it the Crow's bill,
Some call it the ashes of Hermes tree,
And thus they name it after their will,

Our Toad which eats his fill of the earth,
Some name it by that which it is mortified,
The spirit with venom intoxicated.

But it has an infinity of names, | say,

For it is named after each thing that is seen tblaek,
Till the time it waxes white,

Then it has names of more delight,

Called after all things that be full white,

And the red likewise after the same,

Of all red things does take the name,

You are now within the first gate,

Of the Castle where the Philosophers dwell.
Proceed wisely that you may win,

And go though more gates of that Castle.
This Castle is round as any bell,

And gates it has yet eleven more,

One is conquered, now to the second go.

The end of the First Gate.

Ripley's Second Gate

Back to Twelve Gates

SOLUTION - THE SECOND GATE

Now | will speak a word or two of Solution,

Which reveals what ere was hid from sight,

And makes thin, things that were thick,

By virtue of our first menstruum clear and bright,
In which our bodies have been eclipsed from light,
And of their hard and dry compaction subtilated,
Into their own first matter kindly retrogradated.

One in gender they be, and in number two,

Whose father is the Sun, the Moon the mother,
Mercury moves between,

These and no more be our Magnesia, our Adrop,
And no other things be here, but only sister arudHear,
That is to mean, agent and patient,

Sulphur and Mercury, co-essential to our intent.

Betwixt these two, equally contrary,
Engendered is our mean most marvellous,
Which is our Mercury and unctuous menstrum,
Our secret Sulphur working invisibly,



More fiercely than fire burning the body,
Dissolving the body into mineral water,
Which we do call night or darkness in the North.

But yet | trust, you understand not utterly,

The very secret of the Philosopher's Dissolution.
Therefore understand me, | counsel you wisely,
For the truth I will tell you without delusion,

Our Solution is cause of our Congelation,

For Dissolution on the one side corporeal,
Causes Congelation on the other side spiritual.

And we dissolve into water which wets no hand,
For when the earth is integrally incinerated,
Then is the water congealed; this understand,
For the elements be so together concatenated,
That when the body is from his first form altered,
A new form is induced immediately,

For nothing is without form utterly.

And here a secret | will disclose to you,

Which is the ground unto our secrets all,

Which if you do not know you shall but lose,

Thy labour and costs both great and small.

Take heed therefore that in error you not fall,
The more your earth, and the less your water be,
The rather and better solution shall you see.

Behold how ice to water does relent,

And so it must, for water it was before,

Right so again to water our earth is gone,
And water thereby congealed for evermore.
For after all Philosophers that ever were born,
Each metal was once mineral water,
Therefore with water they turn to water all.

In which water of kind occassionate,

Of qualities been repugnant and diversity.

Things into things must therefore be rotated,

Until diversity be brought to perfect unity.

For Scripture records when the earth shall be tealjb
And into the deep sea shall be cast,

Mountains and bodies likewise at the last.

Our bodies be likened conveniently to mountains,
Which after high Planets we name,

Into the deepness therefore of Mercury,

Turn them, and keep you out of blame,

For then you shall see a noble game,

How all shall become powder as soft as silk,

So does our rennet kindly curd our milk.

Then have the bodies lost their first form,
And others been induced immediately,

Then you have well bestowed your cost,
Whereas others uncunningly must go by,



Not knowing the secrets of our Philosophy.
Yet one point more | must tell thee,
How each body has dimensions three.

Altitude, Latitude and also Profundity,

By which always we must turn our wheel,
Knowing that your entrance in the West shall be,
Your passage forth to the North if you do well,
And there your lights lose their light each deal,
For there you must abide by ninety nights,

In darkness of purgatory without lights.

Then take your course up to the East anon,

By colours variable, passing in manifold ways,

And then be winter and spring nigh overgone,

To the East therefore devise your ascending,

For there the Sun with daylight does uprise in s@mm
And there disport you with delight,

For there your work shall become perfect white.

Forth from the East into the South ascend,
And sit you down there in the chair of fire,

For there is harvest, that is to say an end

Of all this work after your own desire,

There shines the Sun up in his Hemisphere,
And after the eclipse is in redness with glory,
To reign as King upon all metals and Mercury.

All in one glass must all this thing be done,

Like to an egg in shape and closed well,

Then you must know the measure of firing,
Which if unknown your work is lost each deal.
Never let your glass be hotter than you may feel,
And suffer still in your bare hand to hold,

For fear of losing, as Philosophers have told.

Yet to my doctrine futhermore attend,

Beware your glass you never open nor move,
From the beginning until you have made an end,
If you do otherwise, your work may never achieve,
Thus in this Chapter, which is but brief,

| have taught you your true Solution,

Now to the third gate go, for this is won.

The end of the second gate.

Ripley's Third Gate

Back to Twelve Gates

SEPARATION - THE THIRD GATE

Separation does each part from the other divide,
The subtle from the gross, the thick from the thin,



But look you set aside manual Separation,

For that pertains to fools that little good do win,
But in our Separation Nature does not cease,
Making division of qualities elemental,

Into a fifth degree till they be turned all.

Earth is turned into water black and blue,

And water after into air under very white,

Then air into fire, elements there be no more,

Of these is made our stone of great delight,

But of this Separation much more must we write,
And Separation is called by Philosophers definjtion
Tetraptative dispersion of the said four elements.

Of this Separation | find a like figure,

Spoken by the prophet in the psalmody,

God brought out of a stone a flood of water pure,
And out of the hardest rock oil abundantly,

So out of our precious stone if you be wise,

Oil incombustible and water you shall draw,

And thereabouts you need not at the coals to blow.

Do this with heat easy and nourishing,

First with moist fire and after that with dry,
Drawing out the phlegm with patience,

And after that the other Natures wisely,

Dry up thine earth till it be thirsty,

By Calcination, else you labour in vain,

And then make it drink up the moisture again.

Thus you must oftentimes make Separation,
Dividing your waters into two parts,

So that the subtle from the gross you take,
Till the earth remain below in colour blue,
That earth is fixed to abide all woe,

The other part is spiritual and flying,

But you must turn them all into one thing.

Then oil and water with water shall distil,

And through its help receive moving,

Keep well these two that you not spail,

Your work for lack of due closing,

And make your stopple of glass,

Melting the top of your vessel together with it,
Then Philosopher-like it is shut up.

The water wherewith you may revive the stone,
Look you distil before you work with it,
Oftentimes by itself alone,

And by this sight you shall well know,

When it is quit from feculent faeces,

For some men can it with Saturn multiply,

And other substances which we defy.

Distil it therefore till it be clean,
And thin like water as it should be,



As heaven in colour bright and shine,
Keeping both figure and ponderosity,
Therewith did Hermes moisten his tree,
Within his glass he made it grow upright,
With flowers coloured beautiful to sight.

This water is like to the venomous Tyre,
Wherewith the mighty miracle is wrought,
For it is a poison most strong of ire,

A stronger poison cannot be thought,

At apothecaries therefore it is often sought,
But no man shall be intoxicated by it,

From the time it is elixerated into medicine.

For then it is the miracle true,

It is of poison most expulsive,

And in its workings does marvels show,
Preserving many from death to life,

But look you meddle it with no corrosive,
But choose it pure and quick running,

If thou thereby will have winning.

It is a marvellous thing in kind,

And without it nothing can be done,
Therefore did Hermes call it his wind,
For it flies up from Sun and Moon,

And makes our stone to fly with it soon,
Reviving the dead and giving life,

To Sun and Moon, husband and wife.

Which if they were not by craft made quick,
And their fatness with water drawn out,

So the thin was severed from the thick,
You should never bring this work about,

If you will speed therefore without doubt,
Raise up the birds out of their nest,

And after again bring them to rest.

Water with water will accord and ascend,

And spirit with spirit, for they be of one kind,

Which after they be exalted make to descend,

So shall you divide that which Nature formerly @idd,
Mercury essential turning into wind,

Without which natural and subtle Separation,

May never complete profitable generation.

Now to help you in at this gate,

The last secret | will tell to you,

Your water must be sublimated seven times,
Else no kindly Dissolution shall be,

And you shall not see putrefying,

Like liquid pitch, nor colours appearing,

For lack of fire working within your glass.

There are four fires which you must understand,
Natural, unnatural, against Nature also,



And elemental which does burn the brand.
These four fires we use and no more,

Fire against nature must do your bodily woe,
This is our Dragon as | you tell,

Fiercely burning as the fire of hell.

Fire of nature is the third menstrual,

That fire is natural in each thing,

But fire occasional, we call unnatural,

As heat of ashes, and baths for putrefying,

Without these fires you may nought bring to Putrtifa,
For to be separate,

Your matters together proportionate.

Therefore make fire within your glass,

Which burns the body more than fire Elemental,
If you will win our secrets,

According to your desire.

Then shall your seeds both rot and spire,

By help of fire occasional,

That kindly after they may be separated.

Of Separation the Gate must thus be won,
That furthermore yet you may proceed,
Towards the Gate of secret Conjunction,
Into the inner Castle which will you lead,
Do after my counsel if you will speed,
With two strong locks this Gate is shut,
As consequently you shall well know.

The end of the Third Gate.

Ripley's Fourth Gate

Back to Twelve Gates

THE FOURTH GATE - CONJUNCTION

After the chapter of natural Separation,

By which the elements of our Stone be dissevered,
Here follows the chapter of secret Conjunction,
Which Natures repugnant joins to perfect unity.
And so them knitteth that none from the other nieg,f
When they by fire shall be examined,

They be together so surely conjugated.

And therefore Philosophers give this definition,
Saying this Conjunction is nothing else,

But a copulation of dissevered qualities,

Or a co-equation of principles, as others tell,

But some men with Mercury that the Apothecary sells
Meld bodies which cannot divide their matter,

And therefore they slip aside.



For until the time the soul be separated,

And cleansed from its original sin with the water,
And thoroughly spiritualised,

The true Conjunction you may never begin.
Therefore the soul first from the body twin,

Then of the corporeal part and of the spiritual.
The soul shall cause perpetual conjunction.

Of two conjunctions the philosophers do mention enak
Gross when the body with Mercury is reincrudate,

But let this pass, and to the second take heed,

Which is as | have said, after separation celebtirate

In which the parties be left with least to colligat

And so promoted unto a most perfect temperance,
That never after amongst them may be repugnance.

Thus Separation causes true Conjunction to be had,
Of water and air, with earth and fire,

But that each element into other may be laid,

And so abide for ever to your desire,

Do as do daubers with clay or mire,

Temper them thick and make them not too thin,

So do updrying, you shall the rather win.

But manners there be of our Conjunction three,
The first is called Diptative by Philosophers,
Which between the agent and patient must be,
Male and female, Mercury and Sulphur vive,
Matter and form, thin and thick to thrive,

This lesson will help thee without any doubt,
And our Conjunction truly to bring about.

The second manner is called Triptative,
Which is Conjunction, made of things three,
Of body, soul and spirit, that they not strive,
Which trinity you must bring to unity,

For as the soul to the spirit must bonded be,
So the body must the soul to him knit,

Out of thy mind let not this lesson flit.

The third manner and also the last of all,

Four Elements together which join to abide,

Tetraptative certainly the Philosophers do call it,

And especially Guido de Montano whose fame goeg wid

And therefore in most laudable manner this tide,

In our Conjunction four elements must aggregatduie proportion,
Which first were separated asunder.

Therefore like as the woman has veins fifteen,
And the man has but five to the act of their fedtynd
Required in our Conjunction first | mean,

So must the man our Sun have of his water three,
And nine his wife, which three to him must be.
Then like with like will joy have for to dwell,

More of Conjunction | needeth not to tell.



This chapter | will conclude right soon,

Therefore gross Conjunction charging thee to maitebe,
For seldom have strumpets children of them bore,

And so you shall never come by our stone,

Without you let the woman lie alone,

That after she has once conceived of the man,

Her matrix be shut up from all others then.

For such as add ever more crude to crude,

Opening their vessel letting their matters cool,

The sperm conceived they nourish not but deludesleéves,
And spoil their work each time.

If you therefore wish to do well,

Close up your matrix and nourish the seed,

With continual and temperate heat if you will speed

And when your vessel has stood by five months,
And clouds and eclipses be passed each one,

The light appearing, increase your heat, then belie
Until bright and shining in whiteness be your Stone
Then may you open your glass anon,

And feed your child which is born,

With milk and meat, aye more and more.

For now both moist and dry is so contemperated,
That of the water earth has received impression,
Which never after that asunder may be separate,
So water to earth has given ingression,

That both together to dwell have made profession,
And water of earth has purchased a retinue,

They four made one never more to strive.

Thus in two things all our intent does hang,

In dry and moist, which are two contraries.

In dry, that it bring the moist to fixing,

In moist, that it give liquefaction to the eartal
That of them a temperament may thus go forth,
A temperament not so thick as the body is,
Neither so thin as water without miss.

Loosing and knitting thereof be two principles,
Of this hard science, and poles most principal,
How be it that other principles be many more,
As shining fanes which | shall show,

Proceed therefore unto another wall,

Of this strong Castle of our Wisdom,

That in at the fifth Gate you may come.

The end of the Fourth Gate.

Ripley's Fifth Gate

Back to Twelve Gates




THE FIFTH GATE - PUTREFACTION

Now we begin the chapter of Putrefaction,

Without which pole no seed may multiply,

Which must be done only by continual action,

Of heat in the body, moist not manually.

For bodies else may not be altered naturally,

Since Christ doth witness, unless the grain of whHeain the ground,
Increase may thou not get.

And likewise unless the matter putrefy,

It may in no way truly be altered,

Neither may thy elements be divided kindly,

Nor the conjunction of them perfectly celebrated,
That thy labour therefore be not frustrated,

The privitie of our putrefying well understand,
Before ever you take this work in hand.

And Putrefaction may thus be defined, after phideys sayings,
To be the slaying of bodies,

And in our compound a division of things three,

Leading forth into the corruption of killed bodies,

And after enabling them unto regeneration,

For things being in the earth, without doubt,

Be engendered of rotation in the heavens about.

And therefore as | have said before,

Thine elements commixed and wisely coequate,

Thou keep in temperate heat,

Eschewing evermore that they be not incinerateibignt heat,
To dry powder, unprofitably rubificated,

But into powder black as a crow's bill,

With heat of the Bath or else of our dunghill.

Until the time that ninety nights be passed,
In moist heat keep them for any thing,
Soon after by blackness you shall espy,
That they draw close to putrefying,

Which after many colours you shall bring,
With patience easily to perfect whiteness,
And so thy seed in his nature will multiply.

Make each the other then to hug and kiss,
And like as children to play them up and down,
And when their shirts are filled with piss,

Then let the woman to wash be bound,

Which often for faintness will fall in a swoon,
And die at last with her children all,

And go to purgatory to purge their filth original.

When they be there, by little and little increase,
Their pains with heat, aye, more and more,
Never let the fire from them cease,

And see that thy furnace be apt therefore,
Which wise men call an Athanor,



Conserving heat required most temperately,
By which thy matter doth kindly putrefy.

Of this principle speaks wise Guido,

And sayeth "by rotting dieth the compound corpdteal
And then after Morien and others more,

Upriseth again regenerated, simple and spiritual,
And were not heat and moisture continual,

Sperm in the womb might have no abiding,

And so there should be no fruit thereof upspring.

Therefore at the beginning our stone thou take,

And bury each one in other within their grave,

Then equally between them a marriage make,

To lie together six weeks let them have their sewtteived,
Kindly to nourish and save,

From the ground of their grave not rising that whil
Which secret point doth many a one beguile.

This time of conception with easy heat abide,

The blackness showing shall tell you when they die,
For they together like liquid pitch that tide,

Shall swell and bubble, settle and putrefy,

Shining colours therein you shall espy,

Like to the rainbow marvellous to sight,

The Water then beginneth to dry upright.

For in moist bodies, heat working temperate,
Engenders blackness first of all,

Which is the assigned token of kindly Conjunction,
And of true Putrefaction: remember this,

For then perfectly to alter thou can not miss,

And thus by the gate of blackness thou must come in
To light of Paradise in whiteness if you wilt win.

For first the Sun in his uprising shall be obscured
And pass the waters of Noah's flood on earth,
Which was continued a hundred and fifty days,

Ere this water went away,

Right so our waters shall pass (as wise men uraiet)t
That you with David shall say,

"Abierunt in sicco flumina" : bear this away.

Soon after that Noah planted his vineyard,

Which royally flourished and brought forth grapes,
After which space you shall not be afraid,

For it likewise shall follow the nourishing of ositone,
And soon after that 30 days be gone,

You shall have grapes right as ruby red,

Which is our Adrop, our Ucifer, and our red lead.

For like as souls after pains transitory,

Be brought to Paradise, which ever is joyful life,

So shall our stone after his darkness in Purgdiergurged,
And joined in Elements without strife,

Rejoice the whiteness and beauty of his wife,



And pass from darkness of purgatory to light ofdelae,
In whiteness Elixir of great might.

And that you may the rather to putrefaction win,
This example take you for a true conclusion,

For all the secret of Putrefaction rests therein,

The heart of oak that hath of water continual ildns
Will not soon putrefy, | tell you without delusion,

For though it lay in water a hundred years and more
Yet should you find it sound as ere it was before.

But if you keep it sometimes wet and sometimes dry,
As thou may see in timber by usual experiment,

By process of time that oak shall utterly putrefy,

And so likewise according to our intent,

Sometimes our tree must with the Sun be burnt,

And then with water we must make it cool,

That by this means to rotting we may bring it well.

For now in wet, and now again in dry,

And now in heat, and now again to be in cold,
Shall cause it soon to putrefy,

And so shall thou bring to rotting your gold,
Treat thy bodies as | have thee told,

And in thy putrefying with heat be not too swift,
Lest in the ashes thou seek after your thrift.

Therefore your water you draw out of the earth,

And make the soul therewith to ascend,

Then down again into the earth it throw,

That they oftentimes so ascend and descend,

From violent heat and sudden cold descend yousglas
And make your fire so temperate,

That by the sides the matter be not vitrified.

And be you wise in choosing of the matter,
Meddle with no salts, sulphurs nor mean minerals,
For whatsoever any worker to thee does clatter,
Our Sulphur and Mercury be only in metals,
Which some men call oils and waters,

Fowls and bird, with many other names,

So that fools should never know our stone.

For of this world our stone is called the ferment,
Which moved by craft as nature does require,
In his increase shall be full opulent,

And multiply his kind after thine own desire,
Therefore is God vouchsafe you to inspire,

To know the truth, and fancies to eschew,

Like unto you in riches shall be but few.

But many men be moved to work after their fantasy,
In many subjects in which be tinctures gay,

Both white and red divided manually to sight,

But in the fire they fly away,

Such break pots and glasses day by day,



Poisoning themselves and losing their sight,
With odours, smokes, and watching up by nights.

Their clothes be bawdy and worn threadbare,

Men may them smell for multipliers where they go,
To file their fingers with corrosives they do npase,
Their eyes be bleary, their cheeks lean and blue,
And thus | know they suffer loss and woe,

And such when they have lost that was in their@urs
Then do they chide, and Philosophers sore do curse.

To see their houses is a noble sport,

What furnaces, what glasses there be of diverggesha
What salts, what powders, what oils, or acids,

How eloquently of Materia Prima their tongues dapcl

And yet to find the truth they have no hope,

Of our Mercury they meddle and of our sulphur vive,

Whereon they dote, and more and more unthrive.

For all the while they have Philosophers been,
Yet could they never know what was our Stone,
Some sought it in dung, in urine, some in wine,
Some in star slime (some thing it is but one),

In blood and eggs : some till their thrift was gone
Dividing elements, and breaking many a pot,
Shards multiplying, but yet they hit it not.

They talk of the red man and of his white wife,
That is a special thing, and of the Elixirs two,

Of the Quintessence, and of the Elixir of life,

Of honey, Celidonie, and of Secondines also,
These they divide into Elements, with others more,
No multipliers, but will they be called Philosopkger
Which natural Philosophy did never read or see.

This fellowship knows our Stone right well,
They think them richer than is the King,
They will him help, he shall not fail,

To win for France a wondrous thing,

The holy Cross home will they bring,

And if the King were taken prisoner,

Right soon his ransom would they make.

A marvel it is that Westminster Kirk,
Which these Philosophers do much haunt,
Since they can so much riches work,

As they make boast of and avaunt,
Drinking daily at the wine due taunt,

Is not made up perfectly at once,

For truly it lacketh yet many stones.

Fools do follow them at their tail,
Promoted to riches wishing to be,

But will you hear what worship and avail,
They win in London that noble city ?
With silver maces (as you may see),



Sargents awaiteth on them each hour,
So be they men of great honour.

Sargents seek them from street to street,
Merchants and Goldsmiths lay after them to watch,
That well is him that with them may meet,

For the great advantage that they do catch,

They hunt about as does a dog,

Expecting to win so great treasure,

That ever in riches they shall endure.

Some would catch their goods again,

And some more good would adventure,

Some for to have would be full fain,

Of ten pounds one, | you ensure,

Some which have lent their goods without measure,
And are with poverty clad,

To catch a noble, would be full glad.

But when the Sargents do them arrest,

Their pockets be stuffed with Paris balls,

Or with signets of St Martin's at the least,

But as for money it is pissed against the walls,
Then they be led (as well for them befalls),

To Newgate or Ludgate as | you tell,

Because they shall in safeguard dwell.

Where is my money become, saith one ?
And where is mine, saith he and he ?

But will you hear how subtle they be anon,
In answering that they excused be,
Saying of our Elixirs we were robbed,

Else might we have paid you all your gold,
Though it had been more by ten-fold.

And then their creditors they flatter so,
Promising to work for them again,

In right short space the two Elixirs,
Doting the Merchants that they be fain,
To let them go, but ever in vain,

They work so long, till at the last,

They be again in prison cast.

If any them ask why they be not rich ?

They say that they can make fine gold of tin,
But he (say they) may surely swim the ditch,
Which is upholded by the chin,

We have no stock, therefore may we not win,
Which if we had, we would soon work enough,
To finish up Westminster Kirk.

And some of them be so devout,
They will not dwell out of that place,
For they may without doubt,

Do what them list to their solace,
The Archdeacon is so full of grace,



That if they bless him with their cross,
He forceth little of other mens loss.

And when they there sit at the wine,

These monks they say have many a pound,
Would God (saith one) have some were mine,
Yet care away, let the cup go round,

Drink on saith another, the mean is found,

| am a master of that Art,

| warrant us we shall have part

Such causes Monks evil to do,

To waste their wages through their dotage,
Some bringeth a mazer, and some a spoon,
Their Philosophers gives them such comage,
Behighting them winning with domage,

A pound for a penny at the least again,

And so fair promises make fools fain.

A Royal medicine one upon twelve,

They promise them thereof to have,

Which they could never for themselves,

Yet bring about, so God me save,

Beware such Philosophers no man deprave,
Which help these Monks to riches so,

In threadbare coats that they must go.

The Abbot ought well to cherish this company,

For they can teach his Monks to live in poverty,
And to go clothed and monied religiously,

As did Saint Bennet, eschewing superfluity,

Easing them also of the ponderosity of their purses
With pounds so aggravated,

Which by Philosophy be now alleviated.

Lo who meddles with this rich company,

Great boast of their winning they may make,
For they shall reap as much by their Philosophy,
As they of the tail of an ape can take,

Beware therefore for Jesus' sake,

And meddle with nothing of great cost,

For if thou do, it is but lost.

These Philosophers (of which | spoke before),
Meddle and blunder with many a thing,
Running in errors ever more and more,

For lack of true understanding,

But like must always bring forth like,

So hath God ordained in every kind,

Would Jesus they would bear this is mind.

They expect of a Nettle to have a Rose,

Or of an Elder to have an apple sweet,

Alas, that wisemen their goods should lose,
Trusting such doctrines when they them meet,
Which say our Stone is trodden under foot,



And makes them vile things to distil,
Till all their houses with stench they fill.

Some of them never learned a word in Schools,
Should such by reason understand Philosophy ?
Be they Philosophers ? Nay, they be fools.

For their works prove them without wit,

Meddle not with them, if you would be happy,
Lest with their flattery they so thee till,

That you agree unto their will.

Spend not thy money away in waste,

Give not to every spirit credence,

But first examine, grope and taste,

And as thou provest, so put your confidence,
But ever beware of great expense,

And if the Philosopher do live virtuously,
The better you may trust his Philosophy.

Prove him first, and him appose,

Of all the secrets of our Stone,

Which if he know not, you need not to lose,
Meddle you no further, but let him be gone,
Though he make ever so piteous a moan,
For then the Fox can fagg and faine,

When he would to his prey attain.

If he can answer as a Clerk,

How he has not proved it indeed,

And you then help him to his work,

If he be virtuous | hold it merited,

For he will thee quite if ever he speeds,
And thou shalt know by a little anon,

If he have knowledge of our Stone.

One thing, one glass, one furnace, and no more,
Behold if he does hold this principle,

And if he do not, then let him go,

For he shall never make thee a rich man,
Timely it is better you forsake him,

Than after with loss and variance,

And other manner of unpleasance.

But if God fortune you to have,

This Science by doctrine which | have told,
Reveal it not to whosoever it craves,

For favour, fear, silver or gold.

Be no oppressor, lecher not boaster bold,
Serve thy God and help among the poor,
If you wish this life to continue long.

Unto thyself your secrets ever keep,

From sinners, who have not God in dread,
But will cast you in prison deep,

Till you teach them to do it indeed,

Then slander on you shall spring and spread,



That you do coin then will they say,
And so undo you for ever and aye.

And if you teach them this cunning,

Their sinful living for to maintain,

In hell therefore shall be your winning,

For God will take disdain of you and them,
As thou nought could therefore you faine,
That body and soul you may both save,
And here in peace to have your living.

Now in this Chapter | have taught you,
How you must putrefy your body,

And so to guide you that you be not caught,
And put to durance loss and villany

My doctrine therefore remember wisely,
And pass forth towards the sixth gate,

For thus the fifth is triumphate.

The end of the Fifth Gate

Ripley's Sixth Gate

Back to Twelve Gates

THE SIXTH GATE - CONGELATION

Of Congelation | need not much to write,

But what it is, | will to you declare.

It is the induration of soft things of colour white
And the fixation together of spirits which are figj,
How to congeal, you need not much to care,
For Elements will knit together soon,

So that Putrefaction be kindly done.

But Congelations be made in divers ways,

Of spirits and bodies dissolved to water clear,

Of salts also dissolved twice or thrice,

And then congealed into a fluxible matter;

Of such congealing, fools fast do clatter,

And some dissolve, dividing the Elements manually,
And congealing them after to a dry powder.

But such congealing is not to our desire,

For unto ours it is contrary,

Our congelation dreads not the fire :

For it must ever stand in it unctuous,

And so it is also a tincture so bounteous,

Which in the air congealed will not relent to water
For then our work were spoiled.

Moreover congeal not into so hard a stone,
As glass or crystal, which melteth by fusion,



But so that it like wax will melt anon

Without blast: and beware of delusion,

For such congealing accords not to our conclusion,
As will not flow, but run to water again,

Like salt congealed, then labour you in vain.

Which congelation avails us not a deal,

It longeth to multipliers, congealing vulgarly,

If you therefore wish to do well,

(So that the medicine shall never flow kindly,
Neither congeal, without you putrefy it first)

First purge, and then fix the elements of our stone
Till they together congeal and flow anon.

For when your matter is made perfectly white,
Then will the spirit with the body be congealed,
But of that time you may have long respite,

Or it congeal, like pearls in your sight,

Such congelation be you glad to see,

And after like grains red as blood,

Richer than any worldly good.

The earthly grossness therefore first mortified,

In moisture blackness is engendered;

This principle may not be denied,

For natural philosophers so say, | declare,

Which had, of whiteness you may not miss;

And into whiteness if thou congeal it once,

Then have you a stone most precious of all stones.

And like as the moist did putrefy the dry,

Which caused in colour blackness to appear,

So the moist is congealed by the dry,

Engendering whiteness shining with might full clear
And dryness proceeding as the matter whitens,
Like as in blackness moisture does him show,

By colours variant always new and new.

The cause of this is heat most temperate,
Working and moving the matter continually,
And thereby also the matter is altered,
Both inward and outward substantially,

Not as do fools to their sophistical sight;
But in every part all fire to endure,

Fluxible, fixed and stable in tincture.

As Physic determines of each digestion,

First done in the stomach in which is dryness,
Causing whiteness without question,

Like as the second digestion causes redness,
Completed in the liver by temperate heat,
Right so our Stone by dryness and by heat,
Is digested to white and red complete.

But here you must another secret know,
How the Philosophers child in the air is born,



Busy you not to blow at the coal too fast,

And take this neither for mockery or scorn,
But trust me truly, else is all your work forlorn,
Without your earth with water be revived,

Our true congealing you shall never see.

A soul it is, being betwixt heaven and earth,
Arising from the earth as air with water pure,
And causing life in every lively thing,
Incessant running upon our four fold nature,
Enforcing to better them with all its cure,
Which air is the fire of our Philosophy,
Named now oil, now water mystically.

And by this means air which we call oil or water,
Ouir fire, our ointment, our spirit, and our Stone,
In which one thing we ground our wisdoms all,
Goes neither in nor out alone,

Nor the fire but the water anon.

First it leads out, and after it brings in,

As water with water, which will not lightly twin.

And so may water only our water move,
Which moving causes both death and life
And water to water doth kindly cleave,
Without repugnance or any strife,

Which water to fools is nothing rife,

Being without doubt of the kind of the Spirit,
Called water and that which leads out.

And water is the secret and life of every thing

Of substance found in this world,

For of water each thing has its beginning,

As is shown in women, when they are unbound,

Of water called Albumen, which passes before ibalsound,
First from them running,

With grievous throes before their childing.

And truly that is the most principal cause,
Why Philosophers charge us to be patient,
Till in time the water be dried all to powder,
With nourishing heat, continual, not violent;
For qualities be contrary of every element,
Till after black in white be made a union,

Of them for ever, congealed without division.

And furthermore, the preparation of this conversion
From thing to thing, from one state to another,

Is done only by kindly and discrete operation ofuMe,
As is of sperm within the mother;

For sperm and heat, are as sister and brother,
Which be converted in themselves as nature can,
By action and passion at last to perfect man.

For as the bodily part by nature was combined,
Into man, is such as the beginner was,



Which though it thus from thing to thing was altire
Not out of kind, to mix with other kind did pass,
And so our matter spermatical within our glass,
Within itself must turn from thing to thing,

By most temperate heat only nourishing it.

Another natural example | may tell you,

How the substance of an egg by nature is wrought
Into a chicken without passing out of the shell,

A plainer example | could not have thought,

And their conversions be made till forth be broyght
From state to state, the like by like in kind,

With nourishing heat : only bear this in mind.

Another example here also you may read,

Of vegetable things, taking consideration,

How every thing grows of its own seed,

Through heat and moisture, by natural operation,
And therefore minerals be nourished by the admmatisin
Of radical moisture, which was their beginning,

Not passing their kind within one glass.

There we turn them from thing to thing again,
Into their mother the water when they go,
Which principle unknown, you labourest in vain.
Then all is sperm ; and things there be no more,
But kind with kind in number two,

Male and female, agent and patient,

Within the matrix of the earth most orient.

And these be turned by heat from thing to thing
Within one glass, and so from state to state,
Until the time that nature does bring them,

Into one substance of the water regenerate:
And so the sperm with his kind is altered,

Able in likeness his kind to multiply,

As does in kind all other things naturally.

In the time of this said natural process,

While that the conceived sperm is growing

The substance is nourished with his own menstrual,
Which water only out of the earth did spring,
Whose colour is green in the first showing;

And from that time the Sun hides his light,

Taking his course throughout the North by night.

The said menstrual (I say to you in counsel)

The blood of our green Lion and not of vitriol,
Dame Venus can the truth of this tell to you,

At the beginning, to counsel if you call her,

The secret is hid by Philosophers great and small,
Which blood drawn out of our green Lion,

For lack of heat had not perfect digestion.

But this blood called our secret menstrual,
Wherewith our sperm is nourished temperately,



When it is turned into the corporeal faeces,
And so become perfectly white and very dry,
Congealed and fixed into his own body,

Then decocted blood to sight it may well seem,
Of this work named the milk white diadem.

Understand now that our fiery water thus sharp,

Is called our menstrual water,

Wherein our earth is loosed and naturally calcined,
By congelation that they may never twine,

But yet to congeal more water you may not hesitate,
Into three parts of the acuate water said before,
With the fourth part of the earth congealed andnaoe.

Unto that substance therefore so congelate,
The fourth part put of crystalline water,

And make them then together to be disposed,
By congelation into a miner metalline,

Which like a new slipped sword will shine,
After the blackness which first will show,

The fourth part then give it of water new.

Many imbibitions it must have yet,

Give it the second, and after the third also,

The said proportion keeping in your wit,

Then to another the fourth time look you go,
Therefore pass not the fifth time and the sixth,
But put two parts at each time of them three,
And at the seventh time five parts must there be.

When you have made imbibition seven times,
Again you must turn your wheel,

And putrefy all that matter without addition,
First abiding blackness if you will do well,
Then into whiteness congeal it up each deal,
And after by redness into the south ascend,
Then have you brought your base to an end.

Thus is your water then divided into two parts,
With the first part the bodies be putrefied,

And to your imbibitions the second part must go,
With which your matter is afterward denigrated,
And soon upon easy decoction albificated,

Then is it named by Philosophers our starry stone,
Bring that to redness, then is the sixth gate won.

The end of the Sixth Gate.

Ripley's Seventh Gate

Back to Twelve Gates

THE SEVENTH GATE - CIBATION



Now | turn my pen to write of Cibation,

Since it must here the seventh place occupy:
But in few words it will be expedited,

Take heed therefore, and understand me wisely;
Cibation is called a feeding of our dry matter,
With milk and meat, which moderately you do,
Until it be brought unto the third order.

But give it never so much, that you it glut,

Beware of dropsy, and also of Noah's flood:

By little and little therefore you to it put

Of meat and drink, as seems to do it good,

That watery humours not overgrow the blood,

To drink therefore let it be measured so,

That you never quench it from that kindly appetite.

For if it drink too much, then it must have

A vomit or else it will be sick too long from theapsy
Therefore thy womb thou save,

And from the flux, or else it will be wrong,

But rather let it thirst for drink along

Than you should give it overmuch at once.

Which must in youth be dieted for the nonce.

And if you diet it (as nature does require) modssat
Till time that it be grown to age,

Keeping it from cold, and nourishing it with mofse,
Then it shall grow, and wax full of courage,

And do to you both pleasure and advantage;

For it shall make dark bodies whole and bright,
Cleansing their leprosies through its might.

Three time must you also turn about your wheel,
Still keeping the rule of the said Cibation,

And then as soon as it does feel the fire,

Like wax it will be ready unto liquation:

This chapter needs no longer protestation,

For | have told you the diet most convenient,
After thine elements be made equipolent.

And also how you shall bring thy gold to whiteness,
Most like in figure to leaves of the hawthorn tree,
Called Magnesia, as | have told before,

And our White Sulphur without combustibility,
Which from the fire will never fly away.

And thus the seventh gate (as you desired)

In the uprising of the Sun is conquered.

The end of the seventh gate

Ripley's Eighth Gate

Back to Twelve Gates




THE EIGHTH GATE - SUBLIMATION

Here of our Sublimation a word or two

I have to speak, which is the eighth gate.

Fools do sublime, but you do not sublime so,

For we sublime not in the way they do,

To sublime truly therefore you shall not miss,

If you can make they bodies first spiritual,

And then your spirits (as | have taught you) coeadr

Some do sublime Mercury from vitriol and salt,
And other spirits from scales of iron and steel,
Calcined from egg shells, and from quicklime,
And in their manner yet sublime they right well,
But such subliming accords never a deal,

To our intents, for we sublime not so,

To true subliming therefore, now | will go.

In Sublimation first beware of one thing,

That thou sublime to the top of the vessel;

For without violence you shall not bring it downaag
But there it will abide and dwell.

So | tell you it rejoices with refrigeration,

Keep it down therefore with temperate heat,

Full forty days, till it wax black and brown.

For then the soul begins to come out

From his own veins, for all that is subtle,

Will with the spirit ascend without doubt,

Bear in your mind therefore, and think on this,

How here eclipsed be your bodies,

As they do putrefy subliming more and more intoewat
Until they be all borne upwards.

And thus when they have spued out their venom,
Into the water then it does appear black,
Becoming spiritual each deal without doubt,
Subliming easily in our manner,

Into the water, which does bear it:

For in the air our child must thus be born

Of the water again, as | have said before.

But when these two by continual Sublimation,

Be laboured so with heat both moist and temperate,
That is all white and purely made spiritual,

Then heaven upon earth must be reiterated,

Until the soul with the body be incorporated,

That earth become all that before was heaven,
Which will be done in seven Sublimations.

And Sublimations we make for three causes,
The first cause is, to make the body spiritual,
The second is, that the spirit may be corporeal ,
And become fixed with it and consubstantial,
The third cause is, that from its filthy original



It may be cleansed, and its saltiness sulphurious,
May be diminished in it, which is infectious.

Then when they thus together be freed from impmasiti
They will sublime up whiter than the snow;

That sight will greatly comfort you :

For then anon perfectly you shalt know,

The spirits shall so be thrown down,

That this eighth gate shall to thee be unlocked,

Out of which many are shut and mocked.

The end of the eighth gate

Ripley's Ninth Gate

Back to Twelve Gates

THE NINTH GATE - FERMENTATION

True Fermentation few workers understand,

That secret therefore | will expound to you.

| travelled truly through many a land,

Ere ever | might find any that would tell it me :

Yet as God would, evermore blessed be he,

At at last | came to the perfected knowledge thiereo
Take heed therefore what | thereof do write.

Fermentations in divers manners be done,

By which our medicine must be perpetuated,

Into clear water - some looseth Sun and Moon,

And with their medicines make them to be congealed;
Which in the fire when they be examined,

May not abide, nor alter with complement:

For such fermenting is not to our intent.

But yet more kindly some other men do,
Fermenting their medicines in this way -
In Mercury dissolving both Sun and Moon,
Till time with the spirit they will arise,
Subliming them together twice or thrice;
Then Fermentation therewith they make;
That is a way, but yet we it forsake.

Some others there be which have more sense,

To touch the truth in part of fermenting -

They amalgam their bodies with Mercury like pap,
Then thereupon their medicines relenting;

These of our secrets have some hint,

But not the truth with perfect complement
Because they neither putrefy, nor alter their Fertme

That point therefore | will disclose to you,
Look how you did with your imperfect body -
Do so with thy perfect bodies in each degree,



That is to say, first you putrefy them,
Destroying their former qualities utterly,
For this is wholly to our intent,

That first you alter before you ferment.

To your compound make ferment the fourth part,
Which ferments be only of Sun and Moon,

If you therefore be master of this art,

Your fermentation let thus be done,

Fix water and earth together soon,

And when your medicine as wax do flow,

Then upon amalgams look you it throw.

And when all that together is mixed,

Above the glass well closed make your fire,
And so continue it till all be fixed,

And well fermented to your desire,

Then make Projection after thy pleasure
For that is medicine each deal perfected,
Thus must you ferment both red and white.

For like as flour of wheat made into a paste,
Requires ferment, which we call leaven of bread,
That it may have the kindly taste,

And become cordial food to man and woman,
So you shall ferment your medicine,

That it may taste of the Ferment pure,

At all assays for ever to endure.

And understand that there be Ferments three,
Two be of bodies in nature clean,

Which must be altered as | have told you;
The third most secret of which | mean,

Is the first earth of his water green:

And therefore when the Lion does thirst,
Make him to drink till his belly burst.

Of this a question if | should move,

And ask of workers, what is this thing ?
Anon thereby | should them prove,

If they had knowledge of our fermenting:
For many a man speaks with wondering,
Of Robin Hood and of his bow,

Which never shot therein | trow.

For true Fermentation as | tell you,

Is the incorporation of the soul with the bodies,
Restoring to it the kindly smell,

With taste and colour by natural compacting togethe
Of things dissevered, a due re-integration,

Whereby the body of the spirit takes impression.
That either the other may help to have ingression.

For like as bodies in their compaction corporeal,
May not show out their qualities effectually,
Until the time that they become spiritual,



No more may spirits abide with bodies steadfastly,
Till they be fixed together with them proportionall
For then the body teaches the spirit to suffer, fire
And the spirit the body to enter to your desire.

Therefore you must ferment your gold with gold,
Your earth cleansed with his own water, | mean,
Nought else to say but element with element,
The spirit of life only going between,

For like as an adamant as you have seen
Draws iron to him, so does our earth by kind,
Draw down to him his soul borne up with wind.

With wind therefore the soul lead out and in,
Mingle gold with gold, that is to say,

Make Element with Element together run,
Till time all fire they may suffer,

For earth is Ferment without nay to water,
And water the earth unto,

Our Fermentation in this way must be done.

Earth is gold, and so is the soul also,
Not common, but ours thus elementary,
And yet thereto the Sun must go,

That by our wheel it may be altered:
For so to ferment it must be prepared,
That it profoundly may be joined,

With other natures as | said to you.

And whatsoever | have here said of gold,

The same of silver | will you understand,

That you putrefy them and alter (as | have told)
Ere you take in hand to ferment your medicine.
Forsooth | could never find anyone in England
Who could teach me to ferment in this way ,
Without error, by practice or by speech.

Now of this chapter needs to treat no more,
Such | intend prolixity to eschew;
Remember well my words therefore,

Which you shall prove by practice true,
And Sun and Moon look you renew,

That they may hold of the fifth nature,

Then shall their tincture evermore endure.

And yet a way there is most excellent,
Belonging unto another working,

A water we make most redolent,

All bodies to oil wherewith we bring,

With which our medicine we make flowing,
A quintessence this water we call,

Which heals all diseases in man.

But with my base, after my doctrine prepared,
Which is our calx this must be done,
For when our bodies be so calcined,



That water will to oil dissolve them soon

Make you therefore oil both of the Sun and Moon,
Which is ferment most fragrant for to smell,

And so the ninth gate of this Castle is conquered.

The end of the Ninth Gate.

Ripley's Tenth Gate

Back to Twelve Gates

THE TENTH GATE - EXALTATION

We proceed now to the chapter of Exaltation,
Of which truly you must have pure knowledge,
But little is different from Sublimation,

If you conceive it right | you ensure,

Hereto accords the holy scripture,

Christ saying thus - "if | exalted be,

Then shall | draw all things unto me".

Our medicine if we exalt so,

It shall be thereby ennobled,

That must be done in two manners,

From time the parties be disposed,

Which must be crucified and examined,
And then bury together both man and wife,
To be after revived by the spirit of life.

Then up to heaven they must be exalted,

There to be in body and soul glorified,

For you must bring them to such subtlety,

That they ascend together to enter,

In clouds of clearness uniting together with Angels
Then shall they draw as you shall see,

All other bodies to their own dignity.

If you therefore will exalt the bodies,

First you augment them with the spirit of life,

Till in time the earth be well subtilized,

By natural rectifying of every Element,

Exalting them up into the firmament,

Then much more precious shall they be than gold,
Because of the quintessence which they do hold.

For when the cold has overcome the heat,
Then into water the air shall be turned,

And so two contraries together shall meet,
Till either with the other right well agree,

So into air the water as | tell thee,

When heat of cold has got domination,

Shall be converted by craft of our circulation.

And of the air then fire you shall have,



By loosening, putrefying and subliming,
And fire you have of the earth material,
Thus by craft dissevering your elements,
Most especially well calcining your earth,
And when they be each one made pure,
Then do they hold all of the first nature.

In this way therefore make them be circulated,
Each into other exalting by and by,

And all in this one glass surely sigillate,

Not with thine hands, but as | teach you naturally,
Fire into water, then turn first hardly,

For fire is in Air, which is in water existent,

And this conversion accords to our intent.

Then furthermore turn on your wheel,
That into earth the air converted be,
Which will be done also right well,

For Air is in water being earth, trust me,
The water into fire, contrary in her quality,
Soon turn you may, for water is in earth,
Which is in fire, convertion true is this.

The wheel is now near turned about,

Into air turn earth which is the proper nest,

Of other Elements there is no doubt,

For earth is in fire, which in air takes rest,

This circulation begin you in the west,

Then into the south, till they exalted be,

Proceed duly, as | have taught you in the figure *.

In which process clearly you may see,

From one extreme how to another you may not go,
But by a mean, since they in qualities contrary be,
And reason will show that it be so,

As heat into cold, with other contraries more,
Without their means, as moist to heat and and cold,
Examples sufficient before this | have told.

Thus | have taught you how to make,

Of all your Elements a perfect circulation,

And at the figure example to take,

How you shall make this foresaid Exaltation,

And of your medicine in the Elements true gradugtio
Till it be brought to a generative temperate,

And then you have conquered the tenth gate.

The end of the tenth gate.

Ripley's Eleventh Gate

Back to Twelve Gates

THE ELEVENTH GATE - MULTIPLICATION



Now | proceed to declare Multiplication,

Which is by Philosophers in this way defined,
Augmentation it is of the Elixir indeed,

In goodness and quantity both for white and red,
Multiplication is therefore as they do write,

That thing that does augment medicines in eachegegr
In colour, in odour, in virtue, and also in quantit

And why may you multiply this medicine infinitely,
Forsooth the cause is this,

For it is fire, which kindled will never die,
Dwelling with you, as fire does in houses,

Of which one spark may make more fire this way,
As musk in pigments and other spices more,

In virtue multiplied, and our medicine right so.

So he, who fire has less or more, is rich,

Because he may multiply it so hugely,

And so is he rich, who has in store any part,

Of our Elixir which can be augmented infinitely -
One way if you dissolve our powders dry,

And make often times of them Congelation,
Thereof in goodness then you make Augmentation.

The second way both in goodness and quantity,
It multiplies by iterated Fermentation,

As in that chapter | showed plainly to thee,

By diverse manners of natural operation,

And also in the chapter of our Cibation,

Where you may know how you shall multiply,
Your medicine with Mercury infinitely.

But if you will both loose and eke ferment,
Both more in quantity and better will it be -
And in such ways you may augment it soon,
That in your glass it will grow like a tree,
The tree of Hermes named seemly to see,
Of which one pip in a thousand will multiply,
If you can make your projection wisely.

And just as with Saffron when it is pulverised,

By little and little if it be tempered with liquor,

When with much more liquor dilated,

Tinges much more of liquor in quantity,

That being whole in his gross nature :

So shall you see, that our Elixir, the more it &d® thin,
The further in tincture it fastly will run.

Keep in your fire therefore both morning and evgnin
So that you do not need to run from house to house,
Among thy neighbours to seek or borrow your fire ,
The more you keep, the more good shall you win,
Multiplying it always more and more within your gia
By feeding with Mercury unto your lives end,

So shall you have more than you need to spend.



This matter is plain, thereof | will write no more,
Let reason guide you,

Be never the bolder to sin therefore,

But serve thy God the better in each tide,

And while that you shall in this life abide,

Bear this in mind, forget not | thee pray,

As thou shalt appear before God at domesday.

His own great gifts therefore and his treasure,
Dispose you virtuously, helping the poor at need,
That in this world you may procure to yourself,
Mercy and grace with heavenly bliss to merit,
And pray to God devoutly that he lead you,

In at the twelfth gate, as he can best,

Soon after then you shall end your conquest.

The end of the eleventh gate.

Ripley's Twelfth Gate

Back to Twelve Gates

THE TWELFTH GATE - PROJECTION

In Projection it shall be proved if our practicefrefitable,
Of which it behoves me the secrets here to move,
Therefore if your tincture be sure and not variable

By a little of your medicine thus you may prove,

With Metal, or with Mercury as pitch it will cleaye

And tinge in Projection all fires to abide,

And soon it will enter and spread full wide.

But many by ignorance do mar what they made,
When they make Projection on uncleansed metals,
For because of corruption their tinctures must fade
Which they would not first take away from the body,
Which after Projection be brittle, blue and black.
That your tincture therefore may evermore last,
First see you cast your medicine upon ferment.

Then brittle as glass will your ferment be,

Upon bodies cleansed and made very pure,

Cast that brittle substance and soon you shall see,
That they shall be curiously coloured with tincture
With all assays for ever shall endure,

But profitable Projection perfectly to make,

At the Psalms of the Psalter example thou take.

On 'Fundamenta’ cast this psalm 'Nunc dimittis’,
Upon 'verba mea’, then cast 'Fundamenta’ believe,
Then 'Verba' upon 'diligam’, conceive me with yaiits,
And 'diligam’ upon ‘attendite’, if you wish to thei
Thus make you Projections, three, four, or five,



Till the tincture of the medicine begin to decrease
And then it is time for Projection to cease.

By this misty talking | mean nothing else,

But that you must cast first the less on the more,
Increasing ever the number as wise men tell you,

And keep you this secret unto yourself in store,

Be covetous of cunning it is no sore burden,

For he that does not join the Elixir with bodiesdaalean,
Surely does not know what projection does mean.

Ten if thy multiply first into ten,

One hundred that number will assuredly make,

If one hundred into an hundred be multiplied,

Then ten thousand is that number if you count sely,
Then into as much more ten thousand to multiply,

Is a thousand thousand, | say,

Which multiplied into as much more, is a hundredianis.

That hundred millions being multiplied likewise,

Into ten thousand millions, as | do say to you,
Making so great a number | know not what it is,
Your number in Projection thus multiply always.
Now child through your courtesy for me that youypra
Since | have told you our secrets all and some,

To which | beseech GOD by grace you may come.

Now you have conquered these twelve gates,

And all the Castle you hold at your will,

Keep your secrets in store to yourself,

And the commandments of God look you fulfil,

See you continue your glasses still in fire,

And multiply your medicines always more and more,
For wise men do say, that store is no sore.

The end of the twelve gates

Ripley's Recapitulation of the Twelve Gates

Back to Twelve Gates

RECAPITULATION

So to bring this treatise to a final end,

And briefly to conclude all these secrets here,
Diligently look at, and attend to your figure,

Which contains in it all these secrets great andllsm
And if you conceive it, both theoretically and preally,
By figures and colours, by scripture plain,

It wisely conceived, you may not work in vain.

Consider first the latitude of this precious stone,
Beginning in the first side noted in the West,
Where the red man and the white woman be made one,



Espoused with the spirit of life to live in rest,

Earth and water equally proportioned, that is best,
And one part of the earth is good, and of the tstiree,
Which twelve to four also of the earth may be.

Three of the wife, and one of the man you take,

And the less of the spirit in this dispousation,

The better your Calcination for certain you shadike,

Then forth into the North proceed by obscuration,

Called the Eclipsing of the red man and his whiife w
Loosening them and altering them between wintersgmohg,
Turning earth into water, dark and nothing clear.

From thence by many colours into the East ascend,
Then shall the Moon be full appearing by day light,
Then is the purgatory passed, and her course etdn
There is the uprising of the Sun appearing bright,
There is Summer after Spring, and day after night:
The earth and water which were black be turnedrto a
And clouds of darkness blown over, and all app&srs

And as the beginning of your practice was in thestVe

And in the North the perfect mean of profound altien,

So in the East after them is the beginning of slaicun,

But of this course the Sun makes consummation tipeirsouth,
There the elements are turned into fire by cir¢oifat

Then to win your desire you need not be in doubt,

For the wheel of our philosophy you have turneduabo

But turn your wheel about again two times,

Which being comprehended all the secrets of ologbphy,

In twelve chapters made plain to you, if you coneehis well,

And all the secrets by and by of our lower Astrogom

Of how you shall calcine bodies, perfect, dissotlieide, and putrefy,
With perfect knowledge of all the poles which bevur heaven,
Shining with inexplicable colours, never were angceore gay.

And thus our secret conclusion know without fail,

Our red man tinges not, nor his wife, until theytinged,
Therefore if you will lift yourself by this crafbtavail,

Hide the altitude of bodies, and show out theirfymdity,
Destroying the first quality in every one of youatarials,
And repair anon in them secondary qualities mooeigls,
And in one glass, and with one rule, turn four nedtinto one.

Pale and black with false citrine, imperfect wtated red,

The Peacock's feathers in gay colours, the rainlgbieh shall go over,
The spotted panther, the lion green, the Crowshikk as lead.

These shall appear before you perfect white, anuymeore others.
And after the perfect white, grey, false citrineal

And after these, there shall appear the red bodyrimble,

Then you have a medicine of the third order ofdvis kind multipliable.

You must divide your white Elixir into two parts,
Before you rubify, and into two glasses let thesalbne,
If you will have your Elixir for Sun and Moon do thoso,



And multiply these soon into Mercury to great qutgmt

And even if you had not at the beginning enougfillta spoon,
Yet may you so multiply both white and red,

That if you live a thousand years, they shall stamalin stead.

Therefore | counsel you have recourse to your wheel
And study well to know each chapter truly,

Meddle with no phantastic multipliers, but let thbm
Who will flatter you, feigning to be cunning in Résophy,
Do as | bid you, them dissolve these aforesaiddbagsely,
And turn them into perfect oils with our true artlemter,
By circulation that must be done according to obert.

These oils will fix crude Mercury and convert atidies,

Into perfect Sun and Moon, when you shall makedetan,
That oily substance pure and fixed which Raimuntiyldid call,
His Basilisk, of which he never made so plain dixec

Pray for me to God, that | may be one of his elect,

And that he will at domesday know me for one of his

And grant me his bliss to reign with him forevem@n

End of the Recapituation.

Philalethes exposition of Ripley's Vision

This interesting exposition of a short poem of&&orge Ripley entitled his 'Vision', which uses byiit ideas also
explored in the Ripleypcrowle is included irPhilalethes EirenaeusRipley Reviv'd: or, an Exposition upon Sir
George Ripley's Hermetico-Poetical Works. Contajrtime plainest and most excellent Discoveries eftiost
hidden Secrets of the Ancient Philosophers, tha¢ weer yet published. Written by Eirenseus Phitedstan
Englishman, stiling himself Citizen of the Wolldndon, Printed by Tho. Ratcliff and Nat. Thompsfam William
Cooper at the Pelican in Little-Britain. 1678.

Back to Ripley's worksInformation on Ripley

The Vision of Sr George Ripley, Canon of Bridlington, Unfolded.

When busie at my Book | was upon a certain Night,

This Vision here exprest appear'd unto my dimmghtsi

A Toad full Ruddy | saw, did drink the juice of Qwes so fast,
Till over-charged with the broth, his Bowels alldmast:

And after that, from poyson'd Bulk he cast his \farfell,

For Grief and Pain whereof his Members all begaswtell;
With drops of Poysoned sweat approaching thusduses Den,
His Cave with blasts of fumous Air he all bewhitben:

And from the which in space a Golden Humour diduens
Whose falling drops from high did stain the soythwiuddy hue.
And when his Corps the force of vital breath betgalack,
This dying Toad became forthwith like Coal for am®lack:
Thus drowned in his proper veins of poysoned flood;

For term of Eighty days and Four he rotting stood

By Tryal then this Venom to expel | did desire;

For which | did commit his Carkass to a gentle Fire

Which done, a Wonder to the sight, but more todhearst;
The Toad with Colours rare through every side wascjdl;
And White appear'd when all the sundry hews wegt: pa
Which after being tincted Ruddy, for evermore dist!



Then of the Venom handled thus a Medicine | did epak
Which Venom Kills, and saveth such as Venom chamc¢ake:
Glory be to him the granter of such secret ways,
Dominion, and Honour both, with Worship, and wittaiBe.
Amen.

An Exposition upon Sir George Ripley's Vision.

Written by Ayrenaeus Philalethes, Anglus, Cosmopolita

The Vision of George Ripley, Canon of Bridlington, Unfolded.

This Vision is a Parable rather or Enigm, which Ameient Wise Philosophers have been wont to usnafh
setting out their secrets; this Liberty is granieall men for to make use of Enigmatical exprassid@o decipher
that which is indeed mysterious. The Ancient Egypditaught much by Hieroglyphicks, which way maathErs

of this Science have followed; but most especidlgy have made use of Mystical or Cabalistical dpons; such
is this. But to the thing in hand.

A Toad full ruddy | saw.

Here we have a Toad described, and in it the whexdeet of Philosophers: The Toad is Gold; so cabedause it is
an Earthly Body, but most especially for the blatikking venemosity which this operation comemtthie first
days of its preparation, before the whiteness appleiging the Rule of Saturn, therefore it is caitbe ruddy Toad.

To this Authors assent with one accord; when tlagyoair stone is nothing else but Gold digested thecdighest

degree, to which Nature and Art, can bring it; agdin the first work, saith another Philosophetgisublime
Mercury, and then into clean Mercury to put cleadibs: many witnesses | could bring, yea the whaleent of
writers run this way: And what if some subtle Pedphers seem to deny this, on purpose to decesventivary?
We shall not make it our work to reconcile therhp(igh we might) for many of them wrote very envigusn
purpose to ensnare; all of them wrote mysteriowssymuch as they could to darken the truth: amldeabest none of
them were but men, and described things accorditigeiir apprehensions in Philosophy, none of thentenin
everything the naked truth; for then the Art wobhtome so easie, that it would be condemned. Bat néeds
words? we know the Truth, and we know by a sechetr&cter, true Writers from Sophisters; and we meed
Arguments being eye-witnesses our selves, and khatithere is but one truth; not but one path, glierbeaten
path in which all who ever have attained this Axvé trodden, nor can we be deceived our selvesyoold we
deceive others.

Did drink the juice of Grapes.

This Toad is said to drink the juice of Grapes aditm to the Philosopher, the body, saith he, tsnabler than
Gold, nor yet the water more precious than winds Water they call sometimes Aqua Ardens, sometifmatum
Acerrimum, but most commonly they call it their Mery; this denomination | shall not insist upont bhall assure
you that is only deciphers Mercury, even that Meycaf which | writ in my little Latine Treatiseatled Introitus
apertus ad occlusum Regis palatium; in that | disoed the whole Truth fully and nakedly, and if taa plainly, |
am sure plain enough. | shall not here repeahabltremit the Reader.

This juice of Grapes this Toad is said to drinlattis not only in the gross Conjunction, whichmslmpastation of
the body, with the Water to the temper of Dougheeaven, which the Water readily doth: such affinitgre is
between the Water and the Body; as the Philosagditlr, this Water is friendly and pleasant to thetais. But
over, and besides the Water soaks Radically intdody; being circulated upon it, according asRmdosopher
saith, When its own sweat is returned to the Baddyerforates it marvellously. Thus the Body drinkghe Water,
or Juice of Grapes, not so much then when thefiratamingled: but most especially, when by Decotit pierceth
radically to the very profundity of it; and makesad alter its Form; This is the Water which tehréte Bodies, and
makes them no Bodies, but flying Spirits like a &dNind or Fume, as Artephius speaketh plentifully



This operation is performed in a short while, imgarison of Subterraneal operations of Nature, whie done in
a very long time; therefore it is that so many &lphers say, that it is done in a very short tene, yet it is not
without cause, that so many of the Philosopherg lsamplained of the length of this decoction.

Therefore the same Artephius who had said, thaffite of the Water of our Mercury, doth that istaort time
above ground, that Nature was in performing in @0lyears, doth in another place say, that theuiaadoth not
come out at once, but by little and little each,dad hour, till after a long time the decoctionchenpleat,
according to the saying of the Philosopher: Bogllband again boyl, and accompt not tedious ong ldecoction.

So fast.

So then this expression here, that the Toad datk @r the Juice of Grapes so fast, doth not implythat this
work must have the true time of Nature; which dged a long time, and so is every decoction at:lseaghey will
seem to the Artist who attends the fire day by dang yet must wait for the fruit with Patiencd, ttile Heaven have
showred down upon the Earth the former and latsen:R/et be not out of heart, but attend until¢benpleatment,

for then a large Harvest will abundantly recompesitény toyl.

Till over-charged with the Broth, his Bowels all to brast.

It follows in the Vision, that at length the Toaw/ér-charged with the broth) did burst asundersThoth is the
same which the fair Medea did prepare, and poun tipe® two Serpents which did keep the Golden Aplésch
grew in the hidden Garden of the Virgins Hesperides
For the Vinegre of the Philosophers being circulatpon the Body, doth engender a substance like aibtoudy
Broth, and makes Colours of the Rainbow, to appetite ascension and descension upon your Lyoii,that
Eagles have at length devoured the Lyon, and gditteer being killed with the Carion of the Carcadsecome a
venemous Toad, creeping on the Earth, and a Cramraimg in the midst of the dead Sea.
The Juice of Grapes then, which is our Mercurywar&rom the Chameleon or Air of our Physical Magaeand
Chalybs Magical, being circulated upon our truerdéemnia; after it is grossly mixed with it by brporation, and
set to our fire to digest, doth still enter in amgbn our Body, and searcheth the profoundity cirid makes the
occult to become manifest by continual ascensiahdascension: till all together become a Broth;clhis a mean
substance of dissevered qualities, between then&atethe Body, till at length the Body burst asemaind be
reduced into a Powder, like to the Atoms of the,Riexck of the blackest and of a viscous matter.

And after that, from poysoned bulk he cast his venom fell.

This Reduction of the Body, thus in this water ingers so venemous a Nature, that truly in the wiébeld there
is not a ranker Poyson, or stink, according asoBbphers witness: And therefore he is said toliadell venom
from his poysoned bulk; in as much as the exhalatare compared to the Invenomed Fume of Dragsrigamell
in his Summary hath such an Allusion. But the Ftfther (as he adds in his Hieroglyphicks of the Dragons),
never feels his stink, unless he break his Vesbatspnly he judgeth it by the colours proceedimgf the

rottonness of the Confections.
And indeed it is a wonder to consider, (which s@oas of Art are eye-witnesses of) that the fixed Bost
digested Body of Gold; should so rot and putrifyjfat were a Carcass, which is done by the adsier®ivine
virtue of our dissolving Water, which no Money gqaurchase. All these operations, which are so eathhy variety
of expressions, center in one, which is killing theck, and reviving the dead.

For grief and pain whereof his members all began to swell.

This venemous fume of exhalations returning up@Bbdy, cause it to swell all over according toghging of the
Philosopher; The Body in this Water puffeth up, beth and putrefieth as a Grain of Corn, taking lagure living
and vegetable, therefore for this cause this Wateerthis sence called by the Philosophers theauen, for as
Leaven causeth Past to swell, so this fermentetiddg, and causeth it to tumefie and puff up; dls called

venom, for as this venom causeth swelling, soWsger by its reiteration uncessantly upon our body.
This operation is uncessant from the first inoitatof the matter, even until compleat putrefactionithe Toad doth
always send forth his exhalations (being rathdedahe Lyon), till he be over-come in part: andrttwhen the
Body begins a little to put on the Nature of thet#/athen it is compared to two Dragons, one winged the other
without wings: and lastly when that stinking Eaaiipears, which Hermes calls his Terra Foliata,asthEof
Leaves, then it is most properly called the ToathefEarth; from the first excitation, even to thst of this
putrefaction; which exhalations are at the begigrior a time White, and afterwards become YellowBlewish,
and Blackish, (from the virulency of the matter)igthexhalations hourly condensing, and ever anah anoning



down like little veins in drops, do enter the Badgrvellously, and the more it is entred; the mosells and
puffs up, till at length it be compleatly putrefied

With drops of poysoned sweat, approaching thus his secret Den.

The following two Verses then are but a more Ang®scription of this work; of volatilization whick an
ascension, and descension, or circulation of tidections within the Glass. Which Glass here caltedsecret
Den, is else-where called by the same Authortle l@lassen-tun, and is an oval Vessel; of the gil¢hite Glass,
about the bigness of an ordinary Hen-Egg, in thizlwhbout the quantity of an ounce of 8 drachnthef
confection, in all mixed is a convenient proporttorbe set, which being Sealed up with Hermes SsalGlass
having a neck about 6 fingers high, or there-ahautéch being thin and narrow; is melted togethetfisially, that

no Spirits can get out, nor no Air can come inwhich respect it is named a secret Den.
Also it is called a secret Den, because of theeteess of Ashes or Sand, in which in a PhilosopHitt@anor it is
set, the doores being firmly shut up, and a pradeéido look in by a Window, either to open dlét as much as is
convenient sometimes, as occasion requires, omélkeslass put into it, to admit the view of thetiat; together
with a light at hand to shew the colours.

His Cave with blasts of fumous Air, he all bewhited then.

Which Glass, Nest, and Furnace being thus seaadigred, the Artist must in the first place exgedbe in Prison a
long time, as Bernard Trevisan saith, for the Cuaa# this secret place, will be so bewhited wite fumes which
ascend, that an Artist rules his work more by skilll reason, or the eye of the mind, then of thayBfor the
Spirits arising like a smoak or Wind, sticketh e Concave of the Glass, which is above the SaAdloes, and
there by degrees, there grow drops which run dawdnnaoisten the Body below, and reduce as muchegsdéin of
the fixed, and so the Body by the Water, and théeWay the Body alter their colours.

And from the which in space a Golden Humour did ensue.

In so much that at length, the whole Vessel wilraeas though it were all over gilded with Gold, e exhalations
will be Yellow, which is a sign of true Copulatiof our Man and Woman together, but before this &glland
with it there will be an obscuring of the Whiteddrtness of the Fume, with mixture of Colours, Datkscure and
Blewish.

The space is not long, for all the several passagesonspicuous before 40 days; for in that sfrace these
Colours, are demonstrating Signs of Corruption @ederation, which is given us by the biting, amdyfiNature of
our pontick Waters, and the resistance of our Bodirewhich Fight the Body is over-come, and killadd dying
yields these Colours: which is a Sign that the Eaglow are getting the Mastery, and our Lyon hksth a little
infected them with his Carcass, which they begipry upon. This Operation is by Ingenious Artisaied
Extraction of Natures, and Separation, for the flircbegins now to be separated from the Body. Risduction to
the first matter; which is Sperm or Seed, whichrdgson of its double Nature is compared to two Bmagl shall
not enlarge in this Vision, but briefly unfold whatbriefly laid down.

Whose falling drops from high did stain the soyl with ruddy hue.

These colours of the Mercury, do affect the subgifiged Body, with sutable colours and the Bodiesn these
exhalations, be Tincted with a ruddy colour, whildmel expresseth to this purpose, that these tatarss, or
Dragons do bite one another very cruelly; and n&gare from the time they have seized one uporhangtill by
their slavering Venom, and mortal hurts, they bh@rh gore bloud, and then being stewed in theimn ¥enom, are

changed into a fifth Essence.

And when his Corps the force of vital breath began to lack.

But before the renovation of these Natures, thegtrimithe first place pass through the Eclipsehlodthe Sun and
Moon and the darkness of Purgatory, which is thie @&Blackness, and after that they shall be ratem/with the
light of Paradise.

This Allegorically is called Death, for as a marlwésist violence, which entrencheth upon his #ifelong as he
can, but if his Enemies are many and mighty, ajtlethey grow too mighty for him, and he begingaibboth in
strength and courage, and so Paleness, the HarlwhBeath, doth stand as it were on his lips, soRody or Man
the Sun, like a strong Champion, doth resist ltiidie be wounded, and bleed as it were all oged then dies, at
whose death blackness doth begin to appear, dd ti@Ravens were foretellers of Man's death agriog: for
this Reiteration of Rotation of the Influencesloé tHeaven of it, together with heat still dryingamd soaking in the
Moisture as fast as it falls, brings it at lastunally to die and corrupt, as any other thing doth.



And then the Corps begin to lack breath; thatis,Fumes begin to cease: for with oft ascendingdasdending the
Spirits are somewhat fixed, and turned into Povadddust, and are now in the bottom of the Vessalwihg fast to
Putrefaction: Nor do they for a time ascend, botaia below.

Wherefore govern your Fire, that your Spirits bé smexalted, and climb so high that the Earth wlaei, and
they return no more: For this Operation is, as Eosaith, a drawing out of Water from the Earttd again a
returning of the same to the Earth, so often andrsg till the Earth putrefie.

This dying Toad became forthwith like Coal for colour black.

This is the final end of the Combat, for hereinltiis Earth of Leaves all are reconciled, and flPa@hce is made; and

now one Nature embraceth another, in no other farhin the form of a Powder impalpable, and in tieeo colour
but black of the blackest.

From henceforth Natures are united, and boil arableutogether like melted Pitch, and change tlogimg one into

another. Take heed therefore lest instead of PoRidek of the Blackest, which is the Crows Bill,uybave an

unprofitable dry half red Precipitate, Orange-coéuslj which is a certain sign of the Combustion lofiers, or

Vertue of the Vegetative Seed. On this very Rok&ve stumbled, and do therefore warn you.

Thus drowned in his proper Veins of poysoned Flood.

It appears by all that hath been said, and by titkwubted Testimony of all Philosophers who havenligee-
withesses to this Truth, that the work is not sbiaes, nor so chargeable, but that in the simplg efdNature the
Mastery is to be attained: for when once the trodyhs Impasted with its true Leven, it doth cadcihself, and
dissolve it self for the dissolution of the Bodydra black and changeable coloured Water, whitheisign of the
egression of the Tincture, is the Congelation ef$ipirits into this lowest Period of Obscurity, atnis this black
Powder like unto Lamp-Black, this is the ComplemaEclipsation, which Contrition begins soon aftes
Colours, Yellowish, Blewish, etc.

For term of Eighty Days and Four he rotting stood.

This Calcination begins with these Variation in @l about the two and fortieth day, of fiftiethtiag farthest, in a
good Regimen: After which comes putrefying Corraptilike to the Scum of boiling bloody Broath orltad
Pitch; but Blackness in part, to wit, Superficlaggins about the fortieth day after the stirringofiphe matter, in
case of right Progress and Regimen of the Firapout the fiftieth at farthest. But this drowninighim in his own
Poyson, and stewing him in his own Broath, is tiige Blackness and Cimmerian utter Darkness ofpteat
Rottenness, which according to the Author, is ffier $pace of eighty four days. This time is notaiely agreed
upon by Authors: But in this they all agree, thegseribe so long time until the Complement. OneesriThat this
Blackest Black indures a long time, and is notrg®td in less than five months. Another writes, ftha King
when he enters into his Bath pulls off his Robel gives it to Saturn, from whom he receives a Blahkt, which
he keeps forty two days: And indeed it is two amdyf days before he put on this Black Shirt instefitlis Golden
Robe, that is, be destroyed as touching his SQamlities, and become instead of Fixt, Citrine réee, and Solid,
a Fugitive, Black, Spiritual, Watery, and Flegmaigbstance: But Putridness begins not till the Fems be put
off; for so long as the Body may be reduced irddarmer Nature, it is not yet well ground and ibsd: grind
therefore and imbibe, till thou see the Bodiesdodme no Bodies, but a Fume and Wind, and theunlatiog for a
season, thou shalt see them settle and putrifie.
Saturn then will hold the Earth, which is OccidénRetentative and Autumnal, in the West; then paatto the
North, where Mercury holdeth the Water, where thatht is Watery and Flegmatick, as it is Winteid #me North
expulsive. But they who divide the Operation ini®n's Rule, and after him succeeding Jupiterjtzsto Saturn
the whole of Putridness, and to Jupiter the timeaoiety of Colours. After Jupiter, who holds bwenty or two and
twenty days, comes Luna, the third Person, brigbtfair, and she holds twenty good days, sometimesver and
above: In this Computation it is good to count fridra fortieth or fiftieth day of the first beginmgjrof the Stone, to
the fourteenth or sixteenth day of Jupiter's Reigmerein in the washing of Laton there is still &aess, though
mixed with variety of gay Colours, which amounttgtthe sum of days allowed by the Author in Puttifan, to
wit, Eighty four days. Accounting intire Blacknesgth Augurellus, after four times eleven days aights, which
make four and forty: Or, according to another Fdafther, which saith, In the first Fifty Days thampears the True
Crow, and after it in Threescore and Ten Dayedthée Dove; and after in Fourscore and Ten DaysTgrean
Colour.
By Tryal then this Venom to expel | did desire;
For which I did commit his Carkass to a gentle Fire



Which done, a Wonder to the sight, but more todhearst;

The Toad with Colours rare through every side wasciul;

And White appear'd when all the sundry hews wegt: pa

Which after being tincted Ruddy, for evermore dist!

| shall add my own Sentence: Mix thy two Natured veand if thy matter be pure, both the Body, alnel Water,
and the internal Heat of thy Bath as it ought tparel the external Fire gentle, and not violent;sgethat the Matter
may circulate, the Spiritual Nature on the Corparakix and forty or fifty days expect the begimgiof intire
Blackness; and after six and fifty days more, gtysiexpect the Peacocks Tayl, and Colours of taalsow; and
after two and twenty days more, or four and tweagpect Luna perfect, the Whitest White, which gibw more
and more glorious for the space of twenty daysworand twenty at the most: After which, in a étthore
increased Fire, expect the Rule of Venus for tleeempf forty days, or two and forty; and aftehit Rule of Mars
two and forty days more; and after him the rul&of flavus forty days, or two and forty: And thena moment
comes the Tyrian Colour, the sparkling Red, the/figermilion, and Red Poppy of the Rock.

Then of the Venom handled thus a Medicine | did epak

Which Venom kills, and saveth such as Venom chame¢ake.

Thus onely by Decoction these Natures are changedléered so wonderfully to this blessed Tinctwkich
expelleth all Poyson, though it self were a de@&lyson before the Preparation, yet after it iBalsam of Nature,
expelling all Diseases, and cutting them off agdte with one Hook, all that are accidental to Hoen&ail Body,
which is wonderful.

Glory be to Him the Grantor of such secret Ways,

Dominion and Honour both, with Worship, and wittaiBe. Amen.

Now God only is the Dispenser of these glorious fdsies: | have been a true Witness of Nature ume,and |
know that | write true, and all Sons of Art shall iy Writings know that | am a Fellow-Heir with tineof this
Divine Skill. To the Ignorant | have wrote so plais may be, and more | had written if the Creat@llahings had
given me larger Commission. Now to Him alone, adus, be all Honour, and Power, and Glory, who nede
things, and giveth knowledge to whom he listethisfServants, and conceals where he pleaseth: MdHi
ascribed, as due is, all Service and Honour. And, lyother, whoever enjoyeth this rare Blessingofl, improve
all thy strength to do him service with it, for iseworthy of it, who hath created all things, andWwhose sake they
were and are created.
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The Bosome-Book of Sir George Ripley. The whole kvafrthe Composition of the Philosophical Stonetheaf
great Elixir, and of the first Solution of the gsd3ody.

First take 30 pound weight of Sericon or Antimowpich will make 21 pound weight of Gum, or neardabouts,
if it be well dissolved, and the Vinegar very goadd dissolve each pound thereof in a Gallon ofewdistilled
Vinegar when cold again, and as it standeth indg®n in a fit Glass Vessel, stirr it about wiltlean Stick very
often every day, the oftner the better, and whénwtell moulten to the bottom, then filter oveethaid Liquors
three several times, which keep close coveredcastlaway the Feces, for that is superfluous ittich must be
removed, and entreth not into the Work but is cillerra damnata.

The making of our Gum or green Lyon.

Then put all these cold Liquors thus filtered iatéit Glass Vessel, and set it into Balneo Mar@etaporate in a
temperate heat, which done our Sericon will be alzagd into a green Gum called our green Lyon, wiBam dry
well, yet beware thou burn not his Flowers not iigshis greeness.

The Extraction of our Menstue, or blood of our grégon.

Then take out the said Gum, and put it into a gfiRatort of Glass very well Luted, and place iyaur Furnace,
and under that at the first, make sober Fire, amwh you shall see a faint Water issue forth, letaste away; but
when you see a white Smoak or fume issue fortm phet too a Receiver of Glass, which must haverg laege
Belly, and the mouth no wider then it may well rieeento that the Neck of the Retort, which closellMogether
that no fume issue forth of the Receiver. Then&sme your Fire by little and little till the fuménigh issueth be
reddish, then continue the greater Fire, until dridge blood come forth, and no more fume will is$arth, and
when that leaveth bleeding let it cool or asswageRire by little and little, and when all thingg &old, then take
away the Receiver, and close it fast suddenly,ttieBpirits vanish not away, for this Liquor idled, our blessed
Liquor, which Liquor keep close stopped in a Gldssereafter. Then look into the Neck of the Rétand therein
you shall find a white hard Ryme as it were the gaation of a Frosty vapour or much like sublimathich gather
with diligence and keep it apart, for therein amatained great Secrets which shall be shewed hergafter the
great Work is ended.

The Creation of our Basis.
Then take out all the Feces which remaineth irRéwrt, and are blackish like unto Soot, which Bem® called

our Dragon, of which feces Calcyne one pound orenadtyour pleasure in a fervent hot Fire in a Pette Glass-
makers Furnace, or in a Furnace of vente (or a Wurdace) until it become a white Calx, as whit&aew, which



white Calx keep well, and clean by it self, foisittalled the Basis and Foundation of the Work;, iarsdnow called
Mars, and our white fixed Earth or ferrum Philosopm.

The Calcination of the black Feces called our bRackgon.

Then take all the rest of the aforesaid black Fecédack Dragon, and spread them somewhat thim apdean
Marble, or other fit Stone, and put into the orteghereof a burning Coal, and the Fire will glideough the Feces
within half an Hour, and Calcyne them into a Ciri@olour, very glorious to behold.

The Solution of the said Feces.

Then dissolve those Citrine Feces in such distNMegegar, as you did before, and then filter ielikise, three times
as before, and after make or evaporate it to a &gam, and then draw out of it more of our Menstnuaalled
now, Dragons Blood, and iterate this Work in alig® as afore, until you have either brought allth® most part
of the Feces into our Natural and blessed Liqubwlsich Liquor put to the first Liquor or Menstruglled the
Green Lyons Blood, and set that Liquor then altogein one Vessel of Glass fourteen days in Paodtifon, and
after proceed to the Separation of Elements, far have you all the Fire of the Stone in this owsiskd Liquor,
which before lay hidden in the Feces, which Seaitehe Philosophers do marvellously hide.

The Separation of the Elements whereof the firdiésAir, and is also counted our Ardent-Water, andWater
Attractive.

Then put all the said putrified Menstruum into dl 8f fine Venice Glass fit for the quantity thexe put on the
Limbeck, and close it to the Still with a fine Lieim Cloth dipt in the White of an Egg, and thenitsiet Balneo
Mariae, put to the Receiver, which must be of aglength that the Spirit respire not out agair aith very
temperate heat separate the Elements one fromeanatid then the Element of Air will issue fortrsfj which is an
Oyl.

Our Ardent Water or Water Attractive is thus made.

When all the first Element is distilled, then iroémer Still fit for it, rectify it, that is to sayistil it over 7 several
times, and until it will burn a Linnen Cloth cleap that is dipt in it, when it is put to the flanvéhich then is called
our Ardent Water rectified, and it is also callad Water Attractive, which keep very close stopfedptherwise
the Spirit thereof which is very subtil will vanigiway.

By often rectifying the Ardent Water, there willroe Aer in a white Oyl swimming above the Water, trete will
remain behind a yellow Oyl which with a strongereRill also come over. Put Sublimate beaten sopdih a Plate
of Iron, and in the Cold it will dissolve into Watand filter it then, and put upon it some of frelent Water, and
it will draw to it self all the Mercury in the formof a green Oyl swimming aloft, which separate patlinto a
Retort, and distill first a Water, and afterwardlwome a green thick Oyl which is the Oyl of Mergu

The Flood or Water of the Stone.

Then draw out the Flood or Water of the Stone Isgit in another Receptory, which Liquor will bensshat white,
and draw it with a very gentle Fire of Balneo, ULtiiere remain in the bottom of the Still, a thidky substance like
unto liquid Pitch, keep this Water by it self ifitaGlass very close stopped.

Note when the Liquor cometh white, you must puaaother Receiver, for then all that Element is comwer, two
or three drops of this black Liquid Oyl given inifpof Wine cureth all Poyson taken inwardly.

Our Mans Blood is thus made and rectified.

Then put our Ardent Water upon that Matter blactt Beuid, stir them well together, and let it sarsd well
covered, for 3 Hours then decant and filter it, putfresh Ardent Water and repeat this Operatiim8s and then
distil it again with a moist lent Fire of Balnemcdso do three times, and then it is called Maasdlectified,
which the Workers in the Secrets of Nature do s&,sgnd so hast thou the Elements exalted in tieevof their
guintessence, namely the Flood that is Water amd\ih let this Blood be kept for a season.



The Oyl or Fire, or the Earth of the Stone.

Then put up the Flood or Water upon the black afidnsatter or Earth of the Stone, let them be wefigled
together, and then distil the whole until there aemin the bottom, an Earth most dry and black Wwiécthe Earth
of the Stone, save the Oyl with the Water for essaaclose stopt in any wise.

The Fiery Water.

Then beat this black Earth into Powder, and miitghdth Mans blood, and so let it stand 3 Hourseathat distil it
on Ashes, with a good Fire, and Reiterate this vitiknes, and then it shall be called Water offhre rectified,
and so hast thou three of the Elements exaltedlet®/irtue of the quintessence, namely, Water afid Fire.

The Earth.
Then Calcine the Earth black and dry, in a Furreddeeverberation, until it become a very fine wiitalx.
The Water of Life which is our Mercury and our Luya

Then mingle with this white Calx the Fiery Watemdadistil it with a strong Fire all off as befommd Calcine the
Earth again that remaineth in the bottom of th#, @md then distil it again with a strong Firetsefore, and again
Calcine it, and thus distil and Calcine 7 timedlait the Substance of the Calx be lifted up bg thmbeck, and
then hast thou the Water of Life rectified and memtieed Spiritual, and so hast thou the 4 Elemexdtted in the
Virtue of their quintessence. This Water will dissoall Bodies and putrefy them and Purge them,thisdis our
Mercury and our Lunary, and whosoever thinketh thate is any other Water then this, is Ignorait afool, and
shall never be able to come to the effect.

A grand secret or Accurtation of Sr. George Ripfeythe help of those which have made the Philbsop
Mercury and whose Poverty disables them to proteedither the Red or White Elixir.

Take the Cerus or Cream of the finest and puresti§to Tinn moulten, reduce it into fine white Cabut it into a
fit Glass Still, and thereupon pour a conveniergrdity of our Mercury, when it is our Lunary pertfethen distil
that Mercury from the Calx again, and imbibe itrthwith again, and again distill and reiterate thask until the
Calx is become subtil and Oyly, yea and so sutdieed, that it will flow upon a Plate of Copperrigibot as Wax,
and not evaporate, which then will convert Coppéu fine Silver, for the softness and neshneskefTinn is taken
away by the benefit of our Mercury confixed untbytVirtue of which, it is made indurate and clé¢hat it may
agree with hard Bodies in fusion and in Malleatimen as pure Silver. This work is very gainful @adie to be
dealt withal, use it therefore until thou be Riahd then | pray thee for our Lords sake go to teatgwork, which
is hear truly set forth unto thee, according a®tactice | have wrought and proved the same. Fowtiich thank
God.

The Oyl which is the Element of Fire, and our redridry.

The Flood with the Oyl afore reserved shall beiltkst with a most lent Fire of Balneo, and the &g which
remaineth in the bottom shall be diligently keptitself, for it is the Element of Fire, and the t&tashall be
rectified again, and the same work iterated, undimore of our said red Lunary will remain in it.

The work of Putrification.

When all your Elements be thus separated, thentkekevhite Calcined Feces first of all reservededaMars, and
put so much thereof into a Chymia as will scardéllyalf the Glass, and thereupon pour so mucbwfArdent
Water rectified as may but well cover the Calx whione incontinent stop close the Glass with adBBlirad, and
set it into a cold place, until the Calx have drapkall the Liquor, which it will do in 8 days, thémbibe it again
with the like quantity of the same Water and lettéind eight days more, and so Reiterate the Vrank, 8 days to 8
days, until the same Calx will drink no more; biarel Liquid still, then Seal up the Glass with arHes seal and
set it in Balneo Mariae in a temperate heat toifaation.



The digestion of the white Stone.

Then in that temperate Balneo let your Glass stemdmoved by the space of fully 150 days, and timilStone
within the Glass become first Russet, and aftetisthgreen, and after that very white like unto Byes of Fishes,
which then is Sulphur of Nature flowing, and noaparating in Fire, and our white Stone ready tdifoeented.

Another Secret Accurtation of Sr. George Ripley.

Take the above said Sulphur of Nature, and pre@jeptantity upon a Plate of Glass fiery hot, andGhess shall be
converted into a Silver Colour, and that Colourllshat be removed by any Art.

The digestion of the Red Stone.

Then take out the white Stone and divide it ino,tand know the true weight of each half, the loalk reserve to
the white work, the other half put into the Glamsq seal it up again with Hermes Seal, and thewoverthe Glass
into a Cinerition which is somewhat a hotter Faed let it stand there likewise unremoved in thgéstion, until it
become Red, and of a Purple Colour, so have yoteth&tone also ready to be fermented.

The Preparation of the Ferment to the white-Stone.

Then take Silver well purged from all Metalls, asttier filth that may be joyned with it, and disseivin as much
of our Lunary, which is our Mercury as the quantifyyour Silver is, and in no greater quantity aamas you may,
and set it upon warm Ashes close covered, and vlgthoroughly dissolved, the whole Liquor wiklgreen, then
rectifie our Mercury, clean from it again twicetbrice, so that no drop of our Mercury be left withthen seal up
the Oyl of Luna in a Chemia, and set it in Balne@utrefie, until it shew all Colours, and at thetlcome to be
Christaline white, which then is the white FermehEerments.

The Fermentation of the white-Stone.

Then put that half of the white Stone before reseyyor the white-Work into a fit Glass, and knoiw Wweight, and
put so much of the foresaid Lune Ferment into tles§&with the Stone as may contain the 4th patiesaid
Stone, and in the said Glass well luted fix thegether, in a fixatory Vessel under the Fire, which be well done
in 2 or 3 days.

The Inceration of the White-stone.

When they are thus fixed together, and become enefine Powder, incerate, that is to say, imbtheiih the
white Oyl of our Stone, which is our Lunary by piogron as it were drop after drop, until the StbeeDylish, then
congeal it, and again imbibe it, and in this maritezate this work, until this Stone will flow irirfé like Wax, when
it is put upon a Plate of Copper Fiery hot anden@porate, and congeal it up until it be hard, evhitd transparent
clear as Chrystal, then it is the Medicine of thiedt degree, and the perfect white Stone, transguil Metaline
Bodies, and chiefly Copper and Iron, into pure padect Silver.

The Preparation of the Red-ferment.

Then likewise take Gold very purely, first purgedrh all other Metals that may be joyned with itttwien parts of
Antimony, and then dissolve it in our Mercury oguor Solutive, as before you did the Lune, and when
perfectly dissolved the Liquor will be Citrine; thén like manner, rectifie from it again our Merguwr Liquor
Solutive, and then Seal up the Oyl of Gold Fernieat Chemia fit for it, and set it in Balneo to Riie, which
likewise will become black, and must stand stiltemoved in digestion, until it become white, whibken remove
into a stronger Fire without opening the Glass, thieth keep it until it change Colours and becomar@i, which
then is also Ferment of Ferments for the Red-work.

The Fermentation of the Red-stone.

Then to the other half of the Stone before rubjfiidested, and reserved for the Red-work, put sohnof the



foresaid Gold Ferment as may contain the 4th daheosaid Stone, and then fix them as you didathize-Stone,
under Fire in a fixatory Vessel which will be thegry well done in two or three days.

The work of Inceration for the Red.

When they are thus fixed together, and therebyineamne very fine Powder, incerate, that is imbibeith the Red
Oyl of our Stone, then congeal it again, and agabibe, and congeal and iterate this work so ofteil it will

flow in Fire as Wax; but not evaporate when itus ppon a Plate of Copper Fiery hot, which thengeath up until

it be clear transparent hard, red in Colour likeudoy or Jacinth, which is then the Medicine of tthied Degree, and
the perfect Red Stone, transmuting all Bodies,emmcially Mercury, Lead and Silver into pure Galslany of the
Natural Mine.

Thus have you the making of the Philosophers Stdymah White and Red, which is the great Secret of
Philosophers. These Stones must be kept by theessil\several Glasses, or fair Boxes in a warmeplacdry at
the least, as you would keep Sugar, because tkeyf ao tender and Oyly Substance, as they ar® ajidsolve in
every moist place which therefore preserve asris sleewed.

The Multiplication or Increase of the Vertue ando@pess of the aforesaid White and Red Stones.

If you list to exalt your Medicine or Stone in gtigynor goodness, then put your aforesaid whiteeor Stone, or
part of each into a several Vyol of Glass fit foe quantity, close well the Viol, then hang up y&lass or Glasses
in Balneo Mariae vaporoso so that it touch notweger, in this warm fume or breath, the Stone whiels
congealed before in the Glass will now be dissglvetch then congeal again upon warm Ashes, anih digas
dissolve and congeal, and so iterate this workisfadution and congelation until at last the Stwiithin the Glass
dissolved will be congealed, as soon as he cométbfahe Pot or Balneo, and feeleth the cold Aithout any
other manner of Congelation to be used, and natehtbw often in this work you do dissolve and calg®ur said
Medicine or Stone, so many times doth he incre&s¥ihtue ten times in projection, so that if agtfirst one ounce
will convert 100 ounces, after the second Solutiba,same one shall convert 1000, after the tt0@D0, after the
fourth time 100000, and after the fifth 2000000tpaf any imperfect Metal into pure and true Gatd &ilver in all
Examinations as any of the Natural Mine.

The way of Projection.

Because it is very combersom to melt a thousanastnud parts of any Body, when you will make Prapecthus
do. Take 100 ounces of Mercury first washed with, &ad Vineger, and put it into a Crucible, antlisever the
Fire, and when that doth begin to Wax hot, putria ounce of your Elixir or Medicine thus preparsdcifore taught
you, upon that hundred parts of the cleansed Mgreumd all the said Mercury shall become Medicpreject, one
ounce of that Medicine upon another 100 ouncestter washed Mercury, and it shall all also be eotad into
Medicine, again the 3 time project one ounce «f tlingealed Mercury, upon another 100 ounces diedas
Mercury, and all shall be converted into Medicitesn project, the 4th time 1 ounce of this, lastgealed
Mercury, upon another 100 ounces of other washed g, and all that shall be converted into Gold&daver,
according as your Stone was prepared, to the whited, praised be God.

Accurtation of the great Work which saved half Werk and Labour in the Work revealed by Sr. Gedrgaey.

The white Frosty Ryme or Powder whereof | told yothe beginning, being found in the Neck of thedre after
the drawing of the Menstrue is like Sublimate, angderfect Sulphur of Nature, and therefore needeither
Putrifaction nor Digestion unto white, of this Shilp take either the half, or the whole if you lestd also take so
much of the Lune Ferment, when it is Firment ofrke@nts as may contain the 4th part of the said $wj@eal them
up both together in a Chemia and fix them togetimgler the Fire in a fixatory Vessel, which will well done in
three days, and when they are become one veryinte Powder, then Incerate, that is to say, Imitilvéth the
White Oyl of our Stone, which is our Mercury, coatgsl, and imbibe and iterate this Work, and irpalhts do as
you did in the White Work, in the great Elixir bedo for this Sulphur is of the same Nature, and ghall you have
the white Work perfectly made, and the Stone iffi el time, and with half the Labour; which is ooty a
precious Jewel, but a great secret also.

The like Accurtation of the Red-work done by therasaid Sulphur.



Take either the one half or the whole of this alsaie Sulphur of Nature, and dissolve it once withred Mercury
congeal it again, and then Seal it up in Chymeasand in Cinerition (or Ashes) till it be thorohiy digested, and
until it hath put on his Purple Colour or Fiery @bg then put thereunto so much of the Fermer8af, when it is
Ferment of Ferments, as may contain the 4th paheo$aid Sulphur, then fix them together undeiraif a
fixatory Vessel, which will be well done in 3 daysd when they be become one very fine Red Poutitm,
Incerate, that is, Imbibe it with the red Oyl ofr@&tone, which is our red Mercury and red Lunang Eire of the
Stone, and continue in doing in all points as mdheat Work aforesaid until the Stone be hardsparent in
Colour like a Ruby or Jacinth flowing in Fire, andt evaporating, then have you with less LabourExuense of
time the perfect Red-Stone for the which thank God.

This is the pleasant and dainty Garden of the Bojbers, which beareth the sweet smelling Roseg ahd red,
abbreviated out of all the Work of the Philosopheosntaining in it nothing superfluous or diminighéeaching to
make infinitely Gold or Silver according as the Ntge was prepared, having Vertue to heal alsGe#fs and
Sicknesses as well proceeding of cold as of hos&@athrough the subtilty of his Nature, above tdéoMedicines
of Physitians, for it comforteth the Healthy, sgdmeth the weak, and maketh the Aged seem Youmbdaveth
away all Grief, and putteth venom from the Heamnaysteth the Arteries and joynts it dissolvetttldhgs in the
Lungs, it cleanseth the Blood, it purgeth the Bipasl keepeth them clean, and if the Sickness baeMonths
continuance, it healeth it in one day, if of onea¥econtinuance, it healeth it in 12 days, antefdrief be very old,
it healeth in one Month. To conclude, whosoeveh ltlais Medicine, he hath an incomparable Medicineva all
Treasures of the World, Praise God.

A short work of George Ripley

'A short Worke That beareth the Name... of GeorigdeR, is included in Elias Ashmolelheatrum Chemicum
Britannicum 1652, pages 393-396.
Back to Ripley's worksBack to English alchemical versdnformation on Ripley.

Take Heavy, Soft, Cold, and Drye;
Clense him, and to Calx grind him subtily:
Dissolve him in Water of the Wood;

If thou can do any good

Thereof, take a Tincture

And Earthly Calx good and pure.

Of this maist thou have with thy travaile,
Both Mercury, Water, and Oyle;

Out of the Ayre with Flames great,

Fire into the Earth doth Creepe;

In this Worke if thou wilt winn,

Take heed wherewith thou dost begin,
And in what manner thou dost work,

For loosing thy way in the darke;

And where, with what, and how, thy matter shal end;
| tell and Councell thee as my Frend:
Make Water of Earth, and Earth of Water;
Then art thou well onward in the matter.
For thou shalt find hid in the myre,

Both Earth, Water, Ayre, and Fire:

| tell thee my Brother, | will not flatter,

Of our Earth is made our Water:

The which is cleere white as Snow;

And makes our Earth Calcine and growe.
Blackness first to thee doth shew,

As by thy practise thou shalt know:
Dissolve and Calcine, oft, and oft;



With Congelation till the Body to whitnes be brotigh
Make the Body fluxible, and flowing;

With the Earth, perfect, and teyning.

Then after Ferment is once done;

Whither thou wilt with Sunne or Moone,
Dissolve him with the Water of life,

Ycalled Mercury withouten strife:

Put the Soule with the Body, and Spirite
Together in one that they may meete

In his Dammes belly till he wax great,

With giving Drinke of his owne sweate:

For the Milke of a Cow to a Child my brother

Is not so sweete as the Milke of his Mother:
This Child that is so marveilously wrought,

Unto his Heritage must be brought:

His livelyhood is so worthy a thing,

Of abilitye to spend with a King:

He that beareth all this in minde,

And understandeth these Parables all;

With Seperation he may finde,

Poore and Rich, great and small;

With our Sulphur we make our Antimony, White andiRe
And thereof we make our Mercury quick, and dead.
This is a Mettall that | speake of one of the seave
If thou be a Clerk read what | meane.

There is no Plannet of six neither great nor small,
But if he be put to them, he will Calcine them all.
Unto red blood he must be brought;

Else of him thou gettest right nought:

Reach him then with the Wood Water,

Man, and Woman Clothed under one hatter,

In and of them is conceived a Child

Lovely of beauty, meeke and mild;

Out of the Earth with dropps stronge,

Nourish the Child in his Mothers wombe;

Till he be come to full age;

And then make thou a Mariage,

Betweene the Daughter, and the Sonne,

And then thou hast the Mastery wonn.

The beginning of this Worke, if thou wilt crave,
In holly Writ thou shalt it have:

Both in Masse Booke and in Psalter

Yea wrighten before the Preest at the Alter:

And what is Antimony that thou shalt worke,

I have written to thee if thou be a Clerke;

Looke about before if thou canst finde

Plainely written, which maketh men blind:

Our Werke is bringing againe our Mercury,

And that Philosophers call Solucion;

And if thou loose not the uncleane body,

Thou werkest without discretion;

The Inbibition of Water, is not the loosing;

But bringing the Body into water againe turning:
That is to say into such water,

That is turning the Body into his first Matter:
The second Werke is to bring,



Earth and Water to Congealing;

The cleansing of the Third is another

Unto Whiteness; my owne Brother;

With this Water of his owne,

That is full marvalous to be knowne:

The fourth werke is distilling

Of Water, and Earth upsweating.

And thus hast thou by one assent,

Earth, Ayre, Water, and Fire; the foure Elements:
The Ashes that are in the bottome of the Vessell,
Looke thou dispise them not though left,

For I tell thee right well,

There is the Diadem of our Craft.

Verses from the Ripley Scrowle

The verses from thRipley Scrowlere included in Elias Ashmolérfieatrum Chemicum Britannicyrb652.
Back to Ripley's worksInformation on Ripley

Verses belonging to an emblematicall scrowle:
Supposed to be invented by Geo: Ripley.

| shall you tell with plaine declaracion,
Where, how, and what is my generacion:
Omogeni is my Father,

And Magnesia is my Mother:

And Azot truly is my Sister:

And Kibrick forsooth is my Brother:

The Serpent of Arabia is my name,

The which is leader of all this game:
That sometyme was both wood and wild,
And now | am both meeke and mild;
The Sun and the Moone with their might,
Have chastised me that was so light:

My Wings that me brought,

Hither and thither where | thought

Now with their might they downe me pull,
And bring me where they woll,

The Blood of myne heart | wiss,

Now causeth both Joy and blisse:

And dissolveth the very Stone,

And knitteth him ere he have done;

Now maketh hard that was lix,

And causeth him to be fix.

Of my blood and water | wis,

Plenty in all the World there is.

It runneth in every place;

Who it findeth he hath grace:

In the World it runneth over all,

And goeth round as a ball:

But thou understand well this,

Of the worke thou shalt miss.

Therefore know ere thou begin,

What he is and all his kin,



Many a Name he hath full sure,
And all is but one Nature:

Thou must part him in three,

And then knit him as the Trinity:
And make them all but one,

Loe here is the Philosophers Stone.

The Bird of Hermes is my name,
Eating my wings to make me tame.

In the Sea withouten lesse,

Standeth the Bird of Hermes:

Eating his Wings variable,

And thereby maketh himself more stable;
When all his Fethers be agon,

He standeth still there as a stone;

Here is now both White and Red,

And also the Stone to quicken the dead,
All and sume withouten fable,

Both hard, and nesh and malliable
Understand now well aright,

And thanke God of this sight.

Take thou Phoebus that is so bright,
That sitteth so high in Majesty;

With his beames that shineth soe light,
In all places where ever that he be,
For he is Father to all living things,
Maynteyner of Lyfe to Crop and Roote,
And causeth Nature forth to spring;
With his wife being soote,

For he is salve to every sore,

To bring about thys precious worke;
Take good hede unto his lore,

| say to learned and to Clerk,

And Omogeny is my Name:

Which God shaped with his owne hand,
And Magnesia is my Dame;

Thou shalt verily understand,

Now heere | shall begin,

For to teach thee a ready way:

Or else litle shalt thou wyn,

Take good heed what | say;

Devide thou Phoebus in many a parte;
With his beames that byn so bright,
And thus with Nature him Coarte,

The which is mirrour of all light:

This Phoebus hath full many a Name,
Which that is full hard for to know;

And but thou take the very same,

The Philosophers Stone thou shalt not know,
Therefore | councell ere thou begin:
Know him well what it be,



And that is thick make it thin;

For then it shall full well like the.
Now understand well what | meane,
And take good heed thereunto,

The worke shall else litle be seen:
And tourne thee unto mikle woe,
As | have said in this our Lore,
Many a Name | wiss it have,

Some behinde, and some before;
As Philosophers of yore him gave.

On the Ground there is a Hill,

Also a Serpent within a Well:

His Tayle is long with Wings wide,

All ready to fly on every side,

Repaire the Well round about,

That the Serpent pas not out;

For if that he be there agone,

Thou loosest the vertue of the Stone,
What is the Ground thou mayst know heere,
And also the Well that is so cleere:

And eke the Serpent with his Tayle

Or else the worke shall litle availe,

The Well must brenne in Water cleare,
Take goog heede for this thy Fyre,

The Fire with Water brent shalbe,

And Water with Fire wash shall he;
Then Earth on Fire shalbe put,

And Water with Air shalbe knit,

Thus ye shall go to Putrefaccion,

And bring the Serpent to reduction.

First he shalbe Black as any Crow,

And downe in his Den shall lye full lowe:
Iswel'd as a Toade that lyeth on ground,
Burst with bladders fitting so round,
They shall to brast and lye full plaine,
And thus with craft the Serpent is slaine:
He shall shew Collours there many a one,
And tourne as White as wilbe the bone,
With the water that he was in,

Wash him cleane from his sin:

And let him drink a litle and a lite,

And that shall make him faire and white,
The which Whitnes is ever abiding,

Lo here is the very full finishing:

Of the White Stone and the Red,

Lo here is the true deed.

The Mistery of Alchymists

Back to English alchemical vers8ack to Ripley's works




The Mistery
of Alchymists,

Composed by Sir Geo: Ripley
Chanon of Bridlington.

When Sol in Aries and Phoebus shines bright,

The Elements reviving the new Year springing

The Son by his Vertue gives Nature & Light,

And moysture refresheth all things growing:

In the season of the Yeare when the Sun waxeth garm
Freshly and fragrante the Flowers doe grow,

Of Natures subtill working we cannot discerne,

Nor yet by our Reason we can it not know,

In foure Elements is comprehended things Three,
Animalls, Vegetabills, Mineralls must be,

Of this is our Principle that we make our Stone,
Quality and Quantity is unknowne to many one.
Quiality (Father) would | faine know, Son.

Of what nature it is and what it hath in his kinde.
As Colours divers which on the ground do grow, Eath
Keep well this secret (Son) and marke it in thy eein
Without Proportion (Father) how should | it knovars
This working now is far from my minde

Nature and kinde (Son) together do grow, Father.
Quality by waight (Son) shalt thow never finde.

To Separate Elements (Father) | must needes knomv, S
Either in Proportion which be more or less.

Out of our Principle foure Elements thou shalt dr&ather.
Thou shalt neede nothing else that needefull is;
Our Principle in quality is so perfectly mixed,

By vertue of the Son and his quality,

So equally Joyned, so well mixed may be.

This Principle (Father) is but one thing, Son.

Good (Father) tel me where it doth grow.

In every place (Son) you shall him well finde; Fath
By Tast and by Colour thou shalt him well know;
Fowle in the Ayer with it doe fly,

And Fishes doe swim there with in the Sea,

With Reason of Angels you may it diserne,

Both Man and Woman to governe,

With our fixed Body (Son) we must thus begin.

Of him make Mercury and Water cleare,

Man and Woman is them within,

Married together by vertue of our Fire,

The Woman in he working is full wild,

Be well aware she goe not out;

Till she have conceived and borne a Chylde,

Then all his kin on him shal lout;

In their workes they be unstable,

The Elements they be so raw;

And their Colour so variable,

As sometyme like the head of a Crow,

When he is black ye may well like,



Putrefaction must go beforne,

After Blacke he wilbe White,

Then Thank ye God the Chyld is borne.

This Chyld is both King and Emperour,
Through his region both far and neere;

All the World doth him honour,

By the vertue he hath taken of the Fire:

His first Vertue is White and pure,

As any Christall shining cleere,

Of White tincture then be you sure;

By vertue taken of our Fire,

His first Vesture that is so White,

Betokeneth his Virginity,

A similitude even thereto like,

And according to the Trinity:

Our Medicen is made of things Three,
Against which the Philosophers cannot say nay,
The Father, the Sone in one degree,

Corpus, Spiritus & Anima.

When Nature is with Nature, thou mayst fruite finde
By proportion more or lesse,

In practice hereof many men be blinde,
Because they understand not what Nature is;
His second Vesture as Gold is Red,

In his Vessel bright shining,

A Daidem set on his head,

Richer than any earthly thing.

His third Vesture is Purple pure,

Like Sun-beames he shineth bright and clere,
Of Red tincture then be you sure:

By the vertue he hath taken our Fire.

My beloved Son | command thee,

As thou wilt have my love and blessing,

That unto God kneele on thy knee,

Unto him give laude and thankeing;

For theis guifts of grace geven unto thee,

To have trew knowledge of this worthy Scyence,
That many men seeke by land and sea,

And cannot finde it for any expence:

| shall shew thee my Son a hid Secret,
Beacause thou art vertuous in thy living,

Of me else shouldst thou never it weet,

And for thou art wife in thy Councell keeping,
And therefore | charge thee on my blessing,
Not to shew it to any man living,

For it is the first Principle of our blessed Stone,
Through which our noble worke is releeved,
Note well that | shew now to thee my Son,

If Sulphur be absent our worke is deprived;
Our Sulphur my Son is Water and Fire,
Constraining the Body till it be dead,

Oh hem thou hast never thy desire,

Till he be bloe as any Lead,

After all this he doth revive,

That in his Vessel before was dead;

| can no better in my reason contrive,



Then to figure him to the greate God head.
For as there dyedno more then One,

Howbeit that there be persons Three,

The Father, The Sone by might is one:

The holy Ghost make full our Trinity:

A similitude like unto our Stone,

In him ben things three which be concluded allrie,0
Our Sulphur is likened to the holy Ghost,

For he is quick, called the Spirit of Slyfe,

In his working of might he is most.

He raiseth our Body from death to lyfe,

Many (my Son) with him do rife,

The holy Gospell therein is expert,

The number of my reason cannot contrive,
Multum & quantum fructum adsert:

| liken our Sulphur to the Adamant Stone,
That Steele drawes to him naturally,

So doth our Sulphur the woman,

When she from her husband would flye.

| muse greatly (Father) and mervaile in minde, Son.
Whereof this Stone is ingendered,

And also of what manner of kinde,

For | have traveled many a Country,

In vallies low and on hills high,

And spurred therefore of foes and freind,

Yet could I never that Sulphur see,

Nor in any place wat | where him to finde.
Son he is made of the Elements, Father.

That God hath given both soule and lyfe,
From Mettall he may never be absent,

For he rules both man and wife.

Father | pray you for charity, Son.

Where shall | this Sulphur finde,

For perfectly | know him not by quality,

Nor yet to fore know him by kinde.

In our Water Son keep this in minde, Father.
For there he will appear as white as snow.
Gramarcy Father to me ye be full kinde, Son.
For through your teaching full well I it know,
Now Father | pray you for charity,

The while it is in your minde,

To ken the red Sulphur that you will teach me,
And then | trust your Doctrine to finde.

White and Red Son be both one in kinde, Father.
Now hast thou all thy desire,

Keepe well this secret and close it in thy minde,
His tincture and growing is by vertue of our Fire,
For in our Fire our Stone will grow,

And there his riches he doth encrease,

And so doth no Stone that | do know,

That in the fire will put him in prease;

We liken him therefore unto the Sun,

That to all Elements giveth light.

Never sith the World was begun,

Was any but he of so much might,

Were he never of so high degree,



Saphir, Diamond or Emarald Stone,

The Turcas, or the rich Ruby,

Of all vertuous Stones set ower alone,

The greatest Carbuncle that is full of light,

May not with our Stone Compaire,

For if they in the Fire should fight,

The Carbuncle of vertue should be full bare,

To destroy our Stone, Son that will not be,

The Elements in him be so equall;

He is an Oyle incumbustible,

And of all things most imperiall.

In which Elements (Father) is our Sulphur in? Son.
Is he in all, or in any one?

In all (Son) he needes must be, Father.

For Seperation of Elements make we none,
Sulphur in Elements Son we may not see,

By Nature in them he is so privily mixed,

In Elements he is a quality,

Our Stone will never else be perfectly fixed.
Quality (Son) growes also in fire,

Betwixt the White Stone and the Redd,

For many Colours there will appere,

While the tyme the Woman be dead.

Father must the Woman needes be dead? Son.
Our Stone else my Son will never be Redd; Father.
For whereas a Woman is in presence,

There is much moysture and accidence,

Wetnes and humours in her be,

The which would drown'd our Quality;

Perceive well (Son) by Noahs flood,

To much moysture was never good.

Like as quality is hid in quantity,

So must our Erth in Waters be,

The riches in him thou shalt finde,

After alteration of kinde,

His Oyle in him is congelate,

This makes our Body liquefact,

Sulphur and Oyle all of one kinde,

Which makes oure Stone rich and couloring,

| cannot tell thee Son a richer thing,

Then he is in the Fire during,

The Fire to him may do no wrong,

Sulphur of Nature makes him so strong.

How to make our Stone (Father) | would faine knSan.
In soft heates my (Son) Elements will meete, Father
Hast not to fast whilst they be rawe,

In the Vessell (Son) the better thou shalt him keep
Rule well the Fire and beware of the Lawe,

Shut well the Vessell for going forth of the Spirit
Soe shall you all things the better keepe;

For how to get him againe it is strange to know,

It is hard for some men to make Elements meete,
Keepe well this Secret Son and God daily praise,
Put into tht Vessell Water cleare,

And set it in Fire full forty dayes,

And then in the Vessell blackness will appeare,



When that he is black he will change tyte,
Many Colers in him then will appeare,
From coulour to colour till it be white,
The it is tyme Son to change the Fire,
And melt the heat to your desire,

And if you will have him White still,
Then must you your Medicine apply,

A dry Fire put him till,

And a moyst Fire naturally,

Till he be made fixed,

For to take Mercury before his flight,

As he is by nature privily mixed,

Of fusion then he shalbe light,

And if you to his proportion take,

Fine Luna then will he make,

So micle of piercing will he be,

Both fluxible with penetrabilitie;

And (Son) if thou wilt have thy Medicine Red,
In a dry Fire thou shalt him keepe,

Ever still in one steed,

That never your Vessell come to wet.
So hard, so heavy and so peircing, Son.
(Father) this a wonderous thing,

So hot, so moyst, so light, so wet,

This greate Secret Father will | keepe,
So white, so red, so profitable,

Of all Stones most incomparable.

He may do more than any King, Father.
He is so rich Son in his working,

Gould and Silver men would faine have,
Poore and rich for it do crave,

Thay that of it have most aboundance,
Of the people have most obaisance,

To serve them both day and night,

And in the feeld will for it fight,
Therefore Son upon my blessing,
Keepe secretly this precious cunning,
Of thy Councell make neither King nor Knight,
If they knew they would set it light;

For when they have what they will,
God's curse wil come they say the untill,
For had I wist and had | wend,

That commeth evermore behinde,

Our Mercury my (Son) is white and thin,
In our Vessell shinimg bright and cleere,
Our Sulphur is in him within,

Burning him more then our dry Fire,

He fixes him more in one yeare,

By his naturall working | understand,
Then doth the Sonne by his dry Fire,
The years a long thousand,

In short space we may have done,
When our Medicine thou wilt assay,
Thou maist make both Sol and Lune,

In lesse space then in one day.

Father is it Water in the well springing, Son.



Or is it the Water in the river running?

Other Water (Father) can | not finde.

Noe (Son) it is of another kinde,

Howbeit it is Water cleere,

Our Sulphur in him is soe cleving,

He may not be departed by any fire,

| tell thee the throath in this thing.

By no fire (Father) how may that be? Son.

Fire he is ever brenning, Father.

Our Sulphur is made of the Sun and such humidity
That in the Fire he is ever during.

The tyme of our working would | know, Son.

In what space might be made our Stone,

By Corne and Frut (Son) thou maist it wel know.
Once in a yeare it is afore thee done;

The Sun in the Zodiak about doth gonne,
Though the twelve Signes once in a yeare,
Soe long it is ere we can make our Stone.
Haste not too fast but rule well thy Fire, Father.
The vertue of our Stone few men can tell,

The Elements in him be so mighty,
Aboundance of treasure in him do dwell;

For in riches all Stones exceeds he.

Finis.

George Ripley's Epistle to King Edward

This is included inrhe compound of alchymy. Or the ancient hiddemfarchemie: conteining the right and
perfectest meanes to make the philosophers st@ieided into twelve gates... Whereunto is adioyiiscepistle to
the king, his vision, his wheele, and his otherkaer.. Set foorth by Raph Rabbairdsndon, 1591.
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The Epistle by George Ripley
Written to King Edward 4.

O Honorable Lord, and most victorious Knight,

With grace and vertue abundantly endewed,

The safegaurd of England, and the maintainer &it;rig
That God you loveth, indeed he that well shewed:
Wherefore | trust this land shalbe renewed

With joy and riches, with charitie and peace,

So that olde ranckors new understrewed,
Tempestuous troubles, and wretchednes shall cease.

And therefore sith | see by tokens right evident,

That God you guideth, and how that you be vertuous,
Hating sinne, and all such as be insolent,

How that also manslaughter to you is odious,

Upon the judgement also that you be piteous:

Me seemeth ruthe it were but that you should loreg!
For of your great fortune you are not presumptuous,
Nor vengeable of spirit to revenge you of each \gron



These considered with others in your most nobléeeSta
Like as God knoweth, and people doo witnes beare,
So entirely me mooveth, that | must algate

Record the same, and therein be no flatterer:

And not that only, but also to write here

Unto your Highnes, humbly to present

Great secretts, which in farre countries | did hear
And which by grace to me most unworthie are lent.

Once to your Lordship such things | did promise,
What time you did command to send unto me,

And sith that | wrote it in secret wise,

Unto your grace from the Universitie

Of Louaine, when God fortuned me by grace to see
Greater secrets and much more perfite,

Which onely to you | will disclosed to be,

That is the great Elixer both red and white.

For like it you to trust that truly | have found,
The perfect was of most secret Alchymie,

Which | will never truly for marke nor for pound
Make common but to you, and that conditionally,
That to youre selfe you shall keepe it full segretl
And only to use it as may be to Gods pleasure,
Else in time comming to God | should abye,

For my discovering of his secret treasure.

Therefore be you well advised and with good detkien,

For of this secret shall know no other creature,

But onely you as | make faithfull protestation,

For all the time that herein life | shall endure,

Whereto | will your Lordship me ensure, To my desir this my oath for to agree,
Least | to me the wrath of God procure,

For such revealing of his great gift and privitie.

If God fortune you by me to win this treasure,

Serve him devowtly with more lawde and thanking,
Praying his Godhead in life that you may so endure,
His gifts of grace, and fortune to use to his plegs
Most especially intending over all thing,

To your power and cunning his precepts ten

So to observe, that into no danger your selfe yingb
But that you in glory may see him hereafter, Amen.

And yet moreover | will your Lordship to pardon me,
For openly with pen | will it never it write,

But whensoever also this precious secret, moseligfut,
By mouth also this precious secret, most of delight
How may be made perfect Elixers both red and white,
Plaine unto your Lordship it shall declared be,

And if it please you, with easie expences and tespi

I will them worke by grace of the Trinitie.

But notwithstanding for perill that may befall,
If | dare not here plainly the knott unbinde,



Yet in my writing | will not be so misticall,

But that by studie the true knowledge you may finde
How that each thing is multiplied in his kinde,

And how the likenes of bodies metaline be transbiata
| will declare, that if you feele me in your minde,

My writing you shall finde true and no fained fable

As Philosophers in the metheors doe write,

The likenes of bodies metaline be not transmutable,
But after he added these wordes of more delight,
Without they be reduced to their beginning matéeiab
Wherefore such bodies within nature be liquiable,
Minerall and metaline may be mercrurizate,
Conceive you may this science is not opinionable,
But very true, by Raymond and others determinate,

In the saide booke the Philosophers speake also,
Therein if it please your Highnes for to reade,

Of divers sulphures, and especially of two,

And of two mercuries joyned to them indeed,
Whereby he doth true understanders leade,

To the knowledge of the principle which is onelgviy
Both red, moist, pure, and white, as | have espied,
Which be neverthelesse found but of verie few.

And these two things be best, he added anone

For him that worketh the Alchymie to take:

Our golde and our silver therewith to make all one,
Wherefore | say who will our pearle and Ruby make,
The said principles looke he not forsake:

For at the beginning, if his principles be true,

And if so be by craft he can them also bake,

In th'end truly his worke he shall not rue.

But one great secret right needfull to be knowne,
That though the Philosophers speake plurally,

All is but one thing you may me well trowe,

In kinde which is our base principally,

Whereof doth spring both white and red naturally,
And yet the white must come first out of the red,
Which is not wrought manually,

But natually, craft helping out of our lead.

For all the partes of our most precious stone,
As | can prove, be coessentiall and concrete,
Moreover there is no true principle but one,

Full long is was ere | therewith could meete,
Who can reduce him and knoweth his heate,
And onely kinde with kinde can well redresse,
Till filthie originall be clensed from his seate,
He likely is to finde our secrets more and lesse.

Therefore worke kinde onely with his owne kinde,
And so your Elements joyne that they are not strive
This poynt also for any beare in minde,

That passive natures you turne into active,



Of water, fire, and wind of earth make blive,
And of the quadrangle make a figure round,
Then have thou the honie of our bee-hive,

One ounce well worth one thousand pound.

The principall secret of secrets alll,

Is true proportion which may not be behinde,
Wherein | counsell thee be not superficiall,
The true conclusion if you thinke to finde,
Turne earth into water and water into winde,
Therefore make fire and beware of the flood
Of Noah, wherein many men are so blinde,
That by this science they get liitle good.

| counsell you eate and drink temperately,

And beware well that Iposarche come not in place,
Neshe not your wombe by drinking immoderately,
Least you quench naturall heate in little space,
The colour will tell appearing in your face,

Drinke no more therefore than you may eate,
Walke up and downe after an easie pace,

Chase not your bodie too sore to sweate.

With easie fire after moving when you sweate,
Warme your bodie and make it drie againe,

By rivers and fountaines walke after meate,

At morning time visit the high mountaine,

That Phisick so biddeth | read certaine,

So high the mountaines yet doe you not ascend,

But that you may downwardes your way have plaine,
And with your mantle from colde ye you defend.

Such labour is wholesome your sweate for to drie,

With napkin, and after it see you take no colde,

For grosse humours be purged by sweate kindely,

Used Diacameron then confect with perfect golde,
Hermidocles for watery humors good | holde,

Use spericon perforat with milke of tincturiall,

And sperma Caeti with red wine, and when you wabe ol
And Goats milke sod with wine nourisheth moystadicall.

But a good Phisitien who so intendeth to be,
Our lower Astronomie needeth well to know,
And after that to learne well urine in a glassde,s
And if it neede to be chafed the fire for to blow,
Then wittily it by divers wayes for to throw

After the cause to make a medicine bliue,

Truly telling the infirmities all on a row,

Who this can doe by his Phisick is like to thrive.

We have our heaven incorruptible of the quintessenc
Ornate with signes, Elements, and starres bright,
Which moysteth our earth by subtill influence,

And of it a secret sulphure hid from sight,

It fetcheth by vertue of his active might,

Like as the Bee fetcheth honey out of the flower,



Which thing could doe no other worldly weight.
Therefore to God be all glory and honour.

And like as yce to water doth relent,

Where it was congealed by violence of colde,
When Phoebus it shineth with his heate influent,
Even so to water minerall reduced is our golde,

As witnesseth plainly, Albert, Raymond, and Arnold,
By heate and moysture and by craft occasionate,
Which congelation of the spirits, loe now | haviel&g
How our materialls together must be proportionate.

At the dyers craft you may learne this science,
Beholding with water how decoction they make

Upon the wad or madder easily and with patience,

Till tinctures doe appeare are which then the oftaith take,
Therein so fixed that they will never forsake

The cloth, for washing after they joyned be,

Even so our tinctures with the water of our lake,

We draw by boyling with the ashes of Hermes tree.

Which tinctures when they by craft are made perfite
So dyeth mettles with colours aye permanent,

After the qualitie of the medicine, red or white,

That never away with anie fire wilbe brent:

To this example if you take good tent,

Unto your purpose the rather you shall winne.

And let your fire be easie, and not too fervent,
Where nature did leave what time you did beginne.

First calcine, and after that putrifie,

Dissolve, distill, sublime, discend, and fixe,

With Agua vitae oft times both wash and drie,

And make a marriage the bodie and spirite betwixt,
Which thus together naturallie if you can mixe,

In loosing of the bodie the water congeald shalbe,
Then shall the bodie die utterlie of the flixe,
Bleeding and changing his colour, as you shall see.

The third day againe to life he shall arise,

And devoure birds, and beasts of the wildernesse,
Crowes, popingaies, pies, peacocks, and mavois,

The Phoenix, with the Eagle, and the Griffin ofrfalmesse,
The greene Lion, with the red Dragon he shall diste,
With the white Dragon, and the Antelop, Unicorn &rher,
With other beasts and birds both more and lesse,

The Basiliske also, which almost each one dottefear

In bus and nibus he shall arise and descend,

Up to the Moone, and sith up to the Sunne,

Through the Ocean sea, which round is withouten end
Onely shippen within a little glassen tunne;

When he is there come, then is the mastrie wonne:
About which journey, great goods you shall not shen
And yet you shall be glad that ever it was begunne,
Patiently if you list to your worke attend.



For then both bodie and spirite with oyle and water

Soule, and tincture, one thing both white and red,

After colours variable it containeth, what souemnotatter;
Which also is called after he hath been dead

And is revived, our Markaside, our Magnet, andlead,

Our Sulphur, our Arsinike, and our true Calx vive,

Our Sunne, our Moone, our ferment and our bread,

Our toad, our Basiliske, our unknowen bodie, ounnaar wife.

Our bodie thus naturally by craft when he is rerteva

Of the first order, is medicine called in our Pkiphie;

Which oftentimes againe must be propertualicate,

The round wheele turning of our Astronomie,

And so the Elixer of spirits you must come: for why

Till the sonne of the fixed by the sonne of thefike overgone,
Elixer of bodies, named it is onely,

And this found secret poynt, deceaveth manie one.

This naturall proces by helpe of craft thus consatemnm
Dissolveth Elixer spiritull in our unctuous humidit

Then in Balneo Mare together let them be circulate,

Like new honie or oyle, till perfectly they be thened.

Then will that medicine heal all infirmitie,

And turne all mettals to Sunne and Moone perfectly,

Thus you shall make the great Elixer, and Aurunalpibe,

By the grace and will of God, to whom be all honand glorie.

Amen. quod George Ripley.

FINIS.

George Ripley's Epistle to King Edward
unfolded

Back to Ripley's works

Sir George Riplye's
Epistle to
King Edward unfolded.

This Epistle as it was imediately written to a Kimgho was in his generation, both wise and valismtit doth
comprise the whole secret, both learnedly descyied yet Artificially vailed, yet as the Authostdieth, that in
this Epistle he doth plainly untie the main knat.ISan and do testifie with him, that there ishiiog desirable for

the true attaining of the mysterie, both in Theang Practick of it, which is not in this short Bfgdully taught.
This then | intend as a key to all my former wigsn and assure you on my faithful word doubtfullyrystically,
as | have in all my other writings, seeming to aa@me things which taken without a figure, arerlittialse, which
we did onely to conceal this Art: This key therefove intend not to make common; and shall intreattp keep it
secret to your self, and not to communicate itepxd be to a sure friend, who you are confideilitvot make it
publick. And this request we make upon very goamlgds, knowing that all our writings together, aothing to
this, by reasons of the contradictions wch we haween into them, which here is not done in thetleasasure. |
shall therefore in this Epistle take up a new mettamd that different from the former, and shaiitfdraw up the
substance of the Philosophy couched in this Epistie several Conclusions, and after elucidatestirae.



The first Conclusion is drawn from the nineth staf¢his Epistle, the eight first staves being ooctynplemental,
and that is, That as all things are multiplyedhieit kind, so may be Mettals, which have in thewmsekl capacity of
being transmuted, the imperfect to perfect.

The second Conclusion in the tenth stave is, THeatrtain ground for the possibility of transmutatisthe
possibility of reduction of all Mettals, and suclindrals as are of Mettallick principles, into thiist Mercurial
matter.

The third Conclusion is in the eleventh stave, Hrabng so many Mettaline or Mineral Sulphurs anchaay
Sulphurs there are but two that are related tonmuk, which Sulphurs have their Mercuries essdgtiaited to
them.

The fourth conclusion from the same stave is, Tieaivho understands these two Sulphurs and Mercaniigist,
shall find that the one is the most pure red Sulpifigold, which is Sulphur in manifesto and Meiasrin occulto,
and that other is most pure white Mercury, whicm@eed true quicksilver, in manifesto and Sulpihuscculto,
these are our two principles.

The fifth Conclusion from the twelfth stave is, Tliea mans principles be true, and his operatiegslar, his event
will be certain, which event is no other than thestmystery.

These Conclusions are but few in number, but ciitgneight, the amplification, illustration, anddldation

therefore of them will make a Son of Art truly glad
For the first, Forasmuch as it is not for our pwgbere to invite any to the Art, onely intendiadegad and guide
the Sons of Art; we shall not prove the possibitifyAlchimy, by many arguments, having done it adamtly in
another Treatise. He then that will be increduldeishim be incredulous, he that will cavil, letrhcavil; but he
whose minde is perswaded of the truth of the Axt af it's dignity, let him attend to what is iretHlustration of
these five Conclusions discovered, and his heait sértainly rejoyce.
We shall therefore briefly Illustrate this first @dusion, and insist there are more largely, whieeesecrets of the
Art are most couched.

For this first then which concluded in effect thath of the Art, and its reality, he that would i@ be more
satisfied in it, let him read the Testimony ofRHilosophers, and he that will not believe the ifesties of so
many men, being most of them, men of renown irr thein time, he will cavill also against all othergments.
We shall onely hold to Riplyes Testimony in thig &ay, who in the fourth stave, assures the Kirag &t Lovain he
first saw the greatest and most perfect secretselyathe two Elixers; And in this following verseraves his
confident credit, that he hath himself truly fouheé way of secret Alchimy, and promiseth the diseg\of it to the

King, onely upon condition of secrecy.

And in the eighth stave, though he protests neverite it by pen, yet proffers the King at his gdare, to shew
him ocularly the red and white Elixer, and the wogkof them, which he promiseth will be done fosiea costs in
time. So then he that will doubt the truth of the, Anust account this famous Author, for a mostpgémmad
Sophister, to write and offer such things to himé&, unles he were able in effect to do what leenised, from
which imputation his writings, and also the histarof him, of his fame, gravity, and worth will Soiently cleer

him.

We now come to the second Conclusion, the substainelich is, that all Mettals and bodies of Metali
principles, may be reduced to their first Mercurigtter, and this is the main and chief groundHerpossibility of
transmutation. On this we must insist largely &yfufor (trust me) this is the very hinge on whiztr secrets hang.

First, then know that all the Mettals, and servétaderals have Mercury for their next matter, toieth(for the
most part, nay indeed always) there adheres, arwhisoagulated an external Sulphur, which is nottéfiae, but
distinguishable from the internal kerne of the Meyc
This Sulphur is not wanting even in common Argdxeyby the Mediation of which, it may be precipétd into the
form of a dry pouder. Yea and by a ligour (the Ablst) well known to us, (though nothing helpinghi$ Art of
transmutation) it may be so fixed, that it may enedall fires, the Test and Coppel, and this withitbetaddition of
any thing to it, the liquor (by vertue whereofstfixed) coming away intire, both in its Pondus aedue.
This Sulphur in gold and silver is pure, in theestMettals it is less pure, therefore in gold aiheesit is fixed, in
others it is fugitve, in all the Mettals it is cadgted; in Mercury or Argent vive, it is coagulabie gold, silver and
Mercury, this Sulphur is so strongly united, tha Antients did ever judge Sulphur and Mercuryeab one, but
we by the help of the liquor, (the Alcahest) theeintion of which, in these parts of the World weeow Paracelsus
(though among the Moors and Arabians it hath beenis(at this day) commonly known to the acutet eb
chemists) but this | say we know that the Sulphhictvis in Mercury coagulable, and in the Mettalagulated, is
external to the nature of Mercury, and may be sdpdrin the form of a tinctured Mettalick Oyle, tlegnaining
Mercury being then void of all Sulphur, save thaiah may be called its inward Sulphur, and is noeoagulable
of it self (Though by our Elixer it is to be coagtdd) but of itself, it can neither be fixt nor gipgtated, nor



sublimed, but remains unaltered in all corrosivéens and in all digestions of heat. One way thieMercury
azating all Mettals and Minerals, is by the lig@dcahest, which out of all such bodies as have Merin their
constitution, can separate a running Argent vikenfwhich Argent vive all its sulphur is then segied, save that
onely which is internal and central to the Mercwpich internal Sulphur of Mercury no corrosive ¢anch, Next
to this way of universal Reduction, there are alsme other particular wayes, by which Lead, Tintithony, yea,
even Copper, and Iron may be reduced into a runmingksilver, by the help of Salts, which becauseir(g
corporeal) they pierce not so radically as therfareed liquor doth, they therefore do not spoileMecury of its
Sulphur but that as much Sulphur as there is inntcomMercury, so much also there is in this Merafrthe
bodies, onely this Mercury hath specificated gigsditiccording to the nature of the Mattal or Mihdram which it
was extracted, and from that reason (as to our wudhnich is to dissolve perfect species of Mettilfpath no more
vertue than common Argent vive: There is then mly one humidity, which is applicable unto our wowhich
certainly is neither Tin nor Copper, nor is drawonfi any thing, which nature hath formed, but frosubastance
compounded by the Art of the Philosopher. So tifenMercury drawn from the bodies, have not orbly same
deficiency of heat and superfluity of foeces as wmm Mercury hath, but also a distinct specificdtad, it must
(by reason of this its form) be so much the fartieenote from our Mercury then common Argent vive is
Our Art therefore is to compound two principles€on which the salt, and another in which the Meyaf nature
doth abound) which are not yet perfect, nor yetllpimperfect and (by consequence) may therefoyeo(r Art) be
exalted which that (which is totally perfect) cahhe: and then by common Mercury to extract notRbadus, but
the celestial vertue out of the compound, whichuee(being fermental) begets in the common Mereaurpff-
spring more noble than it self, which is our trueridaphrodite, which will congeal it self, and diseathe bodies;
observe but a grain of Corn in which scarce a disdge part is sprout, and this sprout, if it weut of the grain,
would dye in a moment; the whole grain is sowentlye sprout onely produceth the herb: So is dunbody, the
fermental spirit that is in it, is scarce a thi@pof the whole, the rest is of no value, yeis|byned in the
compositition, and the faeculent corporeous, pitti@body comes away with the dreggs of the MercBut
beyond the example given of a grain it may be akeskthat the hidden and spiritual vertue of thislmady, doth
purge and purifie its matrix of water, in whicltoi sowen, that is, it makes it cast forth a greantjty of filthy
earth, and a great deal of Hydropical saline moéstiior instance thy washings (for a tryall) withrg clean
fountain water, weigh first a pint of the same wadad take the exact weight of it, then wash thippound eight
or ten times, save all the faeces, weigh thy baatlyMercury exactly, weigh thy faeces being very, dngn distill
or sublime all that will sublime a very little qiidercury will ascend; then put the Residue offéeces in a
crucible, set them on the coals, and all the faawy of the Mercury will burn like a coal, yet wailt fume; when
that is all consumed, weigh the remaining faeced,thou shalt find them to be two thirds of thy pothe other
being in the Mercury, weigh the Mercury which ttsublimedst, and the Mercury prepared by itself, #nedweight
of both will not recompence thy Mercury weight layre. So then boile up thy water to a skin, in \Whitou madest
thy Lotions, for that is a thick water: and in atplace thou shalt have Christals, which is tHeafavercury
Crude, and no way fit for Medicines: yet it is antant for the Artists to see how the HeterogensytieMercury are
discovered, which no other Art save the liquor tdakest can do, and that in a destructive, anc iggnerative
way as this is, for this operation of ours is mhdaveen male and female, within their own kindwestn which
there is a ferment which effecteth that which nweothing in the world could do. In all truth, litgou, that if you
should take our imperfect compound body, per s& Mercury, per se, and them alone, though you nbighg out
of the one a most pure Sulphur, and out of therahdercury of Mercury, which is the nut of Mercuget with
these thou couldst effect nothing, for fermentaiudg is the wonder of the World, and it is by litat water becomes
Herbs, Trees, and Plants, Fruits, Flesh, Bloodh&tpMinerals, and everything, look then for itlgnand rejoyce
in it as in a deservedly invaluable treasure; Noanwik that fermentation, works not out of kind, neitido salts
ferment Mettals; Wilt thou know then whence ithat some fixt Alcalyes do extract a Mercury ouMbherals, and
out of the more imperfect Metals, consider theat th all these bodies the Sulphur is not so ralgicaixt and
united, as it is in Silver and Gold. Now SulphuofKin to divers Alcalyes, that are ordinarily siidved or melted
with it, and by this means the Mercurial parts@ispoyned, and the Argent vive is by fire separafidte Mercury
thus separated, is spoyled of its Sulphur whendeed there needs onely a depuration of the Sulphseparating
the impure from the pure; but these salts havipgusged the Sulpher do leave the Mercury worse jshanore
estranged from a Metallick nature, than it was teeféor in its composition that Sulphur of Saturitl wot burn, but
though it be sublimed, calcined, made sugar, oefid, yet by fire and fluxes it still returnsttee same it was in
before, but its Sulphur being (as is aforesaidpsspd, will take fire, if joyned with Salt-petenen as common
Sulphur doth, so that the Salts act on the Sulphwhich they rob the Mercury; they act not on khercury for
want of ferment which is not to be found, but onefgong Homogeneall things. Therefore the fermebredd
leavens not a stone, nor doth the ferment of amyalndr vigetable, fermet a mettal or mineral.



So then, though our Gold thou mightest obtaine ecity by the help of the Liquor, of that first epfsSalt, yet that
Mercury would never accomplish our work, whereatenotherside Mercury made out of Gold by our Meycu
though there be three parts of our Mercury to drteeGold, This Mercury | say will (by continuailgg:stion)
accomplish the whole work; marvell not then, thait Blercury is more powerfull, which is preparedMgrcury;
for certainly the ferment, which commeth betweesmd¢bmpound Body and the Water, causeth a deathg and
regeneration, it doth that, which nothing in therld@an do, besides it severs from Mercury a témedg, which
burns like a Coale, and an Hydropical humor melimgommon water, but the residue is acuated byiet 8f life,
which is our true embryonated Sulphur of our watet,visible, yet working visibly. We conclude, ttzl
operations for our Mercury but by common Mercunyd aur body according to our Art are erronious, aait
never produce our mystery, although they be otlerwever so wonderfull. For as the Author of thevigght saith,
No water in any Island of the Phylosophers, waslegame, but that which was drawn out of the reafale Soll
and Luna. Wilt thou know what that meanes? Merdwiiys pondus and incombustibility is Gold fugitjveur Body
in its purity, is called the Phylosophers Luna befarre more pure than the imperfect mettals am&iiphur also as
pure as the Sulphur of Soll, not that it is indeeda, for it abides not in the fire, now in the quosition of these
three (1) our common Mercury and the two princidesur compound there interceeds, the fermentunfal. out of
which though it be a Body, proceeds yet a spetifigeodor: yea and oft the pondus of it is dimiighlf the
compound be much washt, after it is sufficientlyazi. So then the ferment of Soll and Luna intersé@edur
composition, which ferment begets an offspring, enaoble than it self a 1000 fold, wheas shoultistitwork on
our compound Body by a violent way of Salts, thbawdd'st have thy Mercury by farre less noble, ttrenBody,
the Sulphur of the Body being separated and ndteskhy such a process.

We now come to the third conclusion, which is #aong all metaline and mineral Sulphur there asdyotwo,
that belong to our work, which two have their Meies essentially united with them. This is thehraf our secrets,
though we (to seduce the unwary) do seem to aeecdhtrary, for do not think that (because we dinumatetwo
waies, therefore) we really mean as we say, fdlwgs witnesseth Ripley) There is no true priteiput one. Nor

have we but one matter, not but one regimen of, lagakt one linear way of proceeding.

These two Sulphurs as they are principles of oukwbey ought to be homogeneal, for it is onelyd=piritual
that we seek, first white, then red, which Golddsother then that which the vulgar see, but theynknot the
hidden spirit that is in it. This principle wantsthing but Composition, and this composition mwesinfade, with
our other crude white Sulphur which is nothing klgrcury vulgar, by frequent cohobation of it upam o
Hermaphroditical Body, so long till it be come arfi water.

Know therefore that Mercury hath in its self a $ulp which being unactive, our Art is to multiplyit a living
active Sulphur, which comes out of the loyns of darmaphroditical Body, whose father is a metal hisdnother
a mineral, Take then the most beloved daughteatifrs, whose armes are a circle Argent, and osatde cross
on a blackfield, which is the signall note of threa World, espouse her to the most warlike Goay diells in the
house of Aries, and thou shalt find the Salt ofudatwith this Salt acuate thy water, as thou kestvest, and thou
shalt have the Lunary bath, in which the Sun wélldmmmended.

And in all truth | assure thee, that although tHotgdst our body Mercurialized (without the additaf Mercury of
any of the metals) made per se, that is withouathdition of Mercury, it would not be in the leagsbfitable unto
thee, for it is Mercury onely, which hath a Celalstorm and power, which it receives, not onely; s@ much from
the compound body, as from the fermental virtuecWwigroceeds from the composition of both the bady the
Mercury, by which is produced a wonderfull Creati8e then let all thy care be to marry Sulphur v@tiphur, that
is our Mercury which is impraegnated, which Sulpmust be espoused with our Sol then hast thouSmiphurs

married and two Mercuries of one off spring, whtsber is the Sol, and Luna the mother.
The fourth Conclusion makes all perfectly plainjethhath been said before, namely that these tvigh8ts are
the one most pure red Sulphur of Gold, and therahmost pure clean white Mercury.

These are our two Sulphurs, the one appears aledegtoody, and yet carries its Mercury in its yelhe other is
in all its proportions true Mercury, yet very cleamd carries its Sulphur within its self, thougtldeén under the
form and fluxibilitie of Mercury.

Sophisters are (here) in a labyrinth, for becaheg are not acquainted with metalline love, theykwo things
altogether heterogeneal, or if they work upon nliambodies they yet either joyne males with matedemales
with females, or else they work on each alone)s# they take males, which are charged with natneddilities,
and females whose matrix is vitiated. Thus by tloava inconsideration they frustrate their own hopesl then
cast the blame upon the Art, when as indeed ihéyoto be imputed to their own folly, in not undianding the
Phylosophers.

I know many pittifull Sophisters do dote on mangr&is, vigitable, animal, and mineral, and soméadsé add the
firey Angelical, Paradaical Stone, which they eaWonder working essence, and because the marlaiimest, is so



great, the Waies also, by which they would atth@irtScope, they make also a double, one Way thkyhe Via
Humida, the other, the Via Sicca, (to use theiglayges).
The latter way is the labirinthian path, whichitsohely for the great ones of the earth to treadhe other the
dedalean path, an easie way of small cost for tloe pf the world, to enterprize.

But this | know and can testifie that there is boné Way, and but onely one Regimen, no more Colbars ours,
and what we say or write otherwise, is but to dexéie unwary, for if every thing in the world oagh have its
proper causes, there cannot be any one end, whroduced from two waies of working on distindhpiples.

Therefore we protest and must again admonish thed@ehat (in our former writings) we have concdateich, by
reason of the two waies we have insinuated, wisthe play of children, and the work of women, #rat is
decoction by the fire, and we protest that the kivdegree of this our work, is that the mattertireesl up, and may
hourly circulate without feare of breaking the vsg/hich for this reason ought to be very strdmg,our linear
decoction is an internal work, which advances edayand hour, and is distinct from that outwardthand is
therefore invisible and insensible. In this our kyayur Diana is our body when it is mixed with thater, for then
all is called the Moon, for Laton is whitened, ahd woman beares rule, our Diana hath a woodnfie first
dayes of the Stone, our body after it is whitenexivg vegitably. In this wood, are at the last fotmd Doves, for
about the end of three weeks, the soul of the Mgrascends, with the soul of the dissolved Golds¢hare in
folded in the everlasting armes of Venus, for iis eason the confection are all tincted with @&pmreen colour,
these Doves are circulated seven times, for inrsevperfecton, and they are left dead, for theyrise and move
no more, our Body is then black like to a Crowds fuir in this operation all is turned to poudbtacker than the
blackest. Such passages as these we do oftentseegwiien we speak of the preparation of our Meramg this
we do to deceive the simple, and it is also footier end that we confound our operations speakfioge, when
we ought to speak of another, for if this Art werg plainly set down, our operations would be comtgble even to
the foolish. Therefore believe me in this, thatdwese our workes are truly Natural, we therefor¢atte the liberty
to confound the Phylosophers work, with that whighurely Natures work, that so we might keep thgoke in
ignorance, concerning our true Vinegre, which beingnown, their labor is wholly lost.

Let me then (for a close) say onely thus much; TakeBody which is Gold, and our Mercury which &ven times
acuated by the marriage of it, with our Hermaphtiodil Body, which is in a Chaos, and is the sptamaf the soul
of the God Mars, in the earth, and water of Satonir,these two in such a pondus as nature dothireeda this
mixture you have our invisible fires, for in the teaof our Mercury is an active Sulphur or mindna and in the
Gold a dead passive, but yet actual Sulphur nownwhat Sulphur of the Gold is stirred up and quigds there is
made between the fire of nature, which is as thielGmd the fire against nature, which is in therddey, a fire

partly of the one and partly of the other, forarfakes of both, and by these two fires thus unitedone, is caused

both Corruption (which is Humiliation) and geneoatiiwhich is Glorification and Perfection:) Now kmdhat God

onely governs this way of the internal fire, maimbedgnorant of the progress thereof, onely byrbason beholding

its operations, he is able to discern that it i tiat is, that it doth perform the action of hemltich is decoction, In

this fire there is no sublimation, for sublimatigran exaltation, but this fire is such an exadtatias that beyond it,
is no perfection.

All our work then is onely to multiply this firehat is to circulate the body so long until the werof the Sulphur be
augmented. Again this fire is an invisible Spiaihd therefore not having dimentions, is neithewahwr below,
but everywhere in the Sphere of the activity of matter in the Vessel: So that though the mateisithle
substance do sublime and ascend by the actiorealé#mental heat, yet this spiritual virtue is ahaa well as in
that which remains in the bottom, as in that whecim the upper part of the Vessel. For it is asgbul in the body

of man, which is everywhere at the same time, atdgunded or termined in none.

This is the ground of one Sophisus of ours, (wizhEn we say that in this true Philosophical firere is no

sublimation, for the fire is the life, and the lifea soul, which is not at all subject to the dasiens of Bodies,
Hence also it is that the opening of the Glassooting of the same during the time of working kil life or fire,
that is in this secret Sulphur, and yet not onéngsathe mettal is lost. The elemental fire thethat which any
child knowes how to kindle and govern, but it is Philosopher onely, that is able to discern the tnward fire for
it is a wonderful thing, which acts in the bodyt igeno part of the body. Therefore the fire isstestial virtue it is
uniformed, that is, it is alwaies the same un#l preriod of its operation is come, and then beometo perfection
it acts no more, for every Agent, when the endéction is come then rests.

Remember then that when we speak of our fire whidlimes not, that thou do not mistake and thirait the
moisture of the compound which is within the Glasght not to sublime, for that it must do uncesartut that the
fire that sublimes not, is the metalline love, whis above and below and in all places alike. Nieentfor a close to
all that hath been said, learn and be well adweeat matter you take in hand, for an evil Crowdaam evil Egg, as
the proverb hath it, let thy seed be pure, thetshal see a noble offspring, let the fire withbatsuch, as in which



our confections may play to & fro uncessantly, &tfin a few daies) will produce that which thoushtongeth for,
the Crows BiIll.

Ripley's Treatise of Mercury and the
Philosophers' Stone

This is contained idurifontina Chymica: or, a collection of fourteemall treatises concerning the first matter of
philosophers, for the discovery of their (hithestomuch concealed) Mercury. Which many have staljiou
endeavoured to hide, but these to make manifeghddenefit of Mankind in generdlondon, 1680.

Back to Ripley's Works

A Treatise of Mercury
and the
Philosophers Stone.

by Sir George Ripley.

I will, my dearest Son, instruct thee in this Beg$Science, Which was hid from the Wise of oldytmm God was
pleased to shew so much favour. Know therefore,ahaMatter is the chiefest of all things in tharth, and of
least estimation and account, as will hereafterenpdaiinly appear. For if Water incorperate it seth Earth, the

Water will be lowest of all, and will (if it be ndept down) with Fire, ascend higher; and thusadyre seen, how

Water will be highest and lowest. Yet true it gttt is of least estimation, for in our Earth alidter, and in that
drossie Earth, you may find some very pure and clelaich is our Seed and fifth Essence, and thanftiul and
drosse Earth is good for nothing else, and of timasion. But that Water, as | said, is the chigfedll appear
many ways: Know, Son, that without Water we cammake make Bread, nor anything else, which God trahted
in Nature; and hence you may easily perceive,\Weater is the first Matter of all things which arerb or generated
in the World: for certainly ‘tis manifest unto thebat nothing grows or receiveth increase withthatfour

Elements; therefore whatsoever is Elemented byeviof the four Elements, it must of necessity bat briginal of

all things that are born or grow, should be of WaYet ought you not to understand, this beforekepoof Water,

but of that Water which is the Matter of all thingsit of which all Natural things are producedktiait kind. Know
therefore, that the first of all Air is engendeddVater; of Air, Fire; of Fire, Earth. Now willrhore familiarly and
friendly discourse with thee; I'le further maniféisis Mystery unto thee by degrees, lest by toohhaste it happen
to us according to the Proverb, That he that mad@such haste, oftentimes comes home too late. thevefore
that | may satisfie thy desire, | will discoursetloé first Matter, which Philosophers call, theHiEssence, and
many other names they have for it, by which they tha more obscure it. In it for certain are folergents, pure
in their Exaltation: Know therefore, that if you uld have the fifth Essence, Man, you must firstehian, and you
must have nothing else of that Matter; and seeythabbserve this well. This | say, that if you ide$o have the
Philosophers Stone, you must of necessity firsetihe fifth Essence of that same Stone, whether Mineral or
Vegetative; joyn therefore species with specied,@ams with Gems, and not the one without the otiar
anything contrary, which may be other than the gsear proper Gems; beware therefore of all thabisEssential:
For of Bones, Stones cannot be made, neither doe€aeget Geese; which if you will consider, yénd the
profit of it, by the help of the Divine Grace; yetassisitance whereof let us father proceed takspkthis blessed
Water, which is called the Water of the Sun and Wdudden in the concavity of our Earth. Concernirigch
Earth know, that all that is generated must of ssitg have Male and Female, from which action aasbsjon arise,
without which Generation never is. But you will z@nly never receive profit from things differing kinds.
Notwithstanding, if you have this Water of the Sund Moon, it will draw other Bodies and Humourstsoown
kind, by the help of the virtue and the heat of $lum and Moon, and will make them perfect. As darihin the
womb of its Mother, decoction of temperate heapimgf it, turneth the Flowers into its Nature anddithat is, into
Flesh, Bloud, Bones, and Life, with the other prtips of a living Body, of which ‘tis needless @ysany more.

And hence you may understand, that our water chiiiggelf into a perfect kind, which things of dsvn kind: For

first it will congeal it self into a substance likgyl; then it will change that Oyl, by the meangerfhperate heat, into

Gum; and lastly, by the help of the perfect heahefSun, into a Stone. Now therefore know, thatodwne thing



you have three, that is Oyl, Gum, and a Stone. Kalsw, that when the Water is turned into Oyl, tiien have a
perfect Spirit; when the Oyl is turned into hardnGuhen you have a perfect Spirit and Soul; andnithe Spirit
and Soul are turned into a Stone, then you hawfagi Body, Soul and Spirit together: Which as italled the

Philosophers Stone and Elixir, and a perfect Medicf mans Body; so also that which is leavenet itstgenus,

and the fifth Essence. Know, Son, that fifth Esssrare divers, one whereof is to Humane Bodieghanto Elixir,

and to the imperfect Bodies of Metals: For you nugstsider, that the generation and growth of Metalsot as the
growth of mans Body; for a genus agrees with itsugeand a species with its species. Moreover, khaithe first
Matter of man, which begetteth the Flesh, Bloudn@&oand Life, is a Spermatick Humour, which causeth
generation, through a vital Spirit included theréind when the Matter is generated and congealadaiiBody,
extract thence the fifth Essence of that Body, wivith you may nourish the Body. Yet Son, will Il tisee
moreover, that Water, or Matter, or Seed whereofi Maegot, is not the augmenter of the Body. Knsen, that if
the Body be fed with its Natural food, then itsfiMatter will be increased, and also the Bodyz.juhe first Matter
in quality, and the Body in quantity; the first Nitis that which is called the fifth Essence. Kabw, Son, that the
fifth Essence is one thing, and that the Matteaugfmentation is another: and, as | said beforantirease of
Metals, is not like the increase of mans Body. ailthh the fifth Essence, which causeth the augmentaf the
Metals, may be a fit Medicine for Humane Bodiesa® the fifth Essence, which causeth the augrtientaf
mans Body, may be a fit Medicine for the Bodied/ettals: and therefore, as before is said, the Efkence is one
thing, and augmentation another. You see therdfor@hat reason our Water is called, the first atind the Seed
of Metal;, viz. because of it all Metals are geteda Therefore you will have need of it in the leging, middle,
and end, for as much as it is the cause of allrg¢ina, because by its Congelation, it is turndd adl sorts of

Metals, to wit, into the first Matter of the sorfhence it is called, the Seed of Metals, and Metallick Water of

Life: [*So it is in the Latine, though perhaps tlverds should be Vita Metallica, that is, the WaiEMetallick Life,

that is, of the Life of Metals] because it affotdée and Bloud to sick and dead Metals, & joynettMatrimony the
Red man and the White woman, that is, the Suntadfbon. It is called also Virgins Milk; for as Igras it is not
joyned with the Sun and the Moon; nor with anythétge, except only those which are or its own kgudlong it

may be called a Virgin. But when it is joyned wéttMale and Female, and married with them, thesibi longer a

Virgin, because it adhereth to them, and becomesagtin them to whom it is joyned with to generatiBut as long

as it remains a Virgin, it is called Virgins Milikhe Blessed Water, and the Water of Life, and byyr@her Names.

And now, my Son, that | may say something of théoBaphers Mercury, know that when thou hast pytater
of Life to the Red man, who is our Magnesia, anthéoWhite woman, whose name is Albifica, and thlesll all
have been gathered together into one, then youthaueue Philosophers Mercury. For after thahis tmanner all

is joyned with a Male and Female, then it is catlesl Philosophers Mercury, the Philosophers Widiteife, the
Bloud of Man, his red Flesh, his Body and Bonesowherefore, that there are many sorts of Millkz.jwirgins
Milk, Womans Milk, and also Mans Milk: For whendtrthey are joyned in one, and she is big, havingeived,
then the Infant must be nourished with Milk: Buethyou may know, that this Milk is not Virgins Mjlkut rather
the man and the womans Milk, wherewith it is alwayse nourished, till it is grown to that strengthat it may be
brought up with stronger and fuller food. That fogldich | mean is the leavening of it which givefoitm, that it
may perform Virile work: For until the Infant, this this our stone, be formed and leavened wéthike, the Bloud
of the green Dragon, and the red Bloud of the Rexhbn, whether it be the white Stone or the redilitnever do
a perfect work. Know therefore, Son, that the fik&iter is that Water Rebar, which God made of Natand it is
the cause of Generation, as | said before; but \alfften the conjunction which ariseth from the Mage, it begets

the Water of Life, and the Philosophers Milk, withe of which, or both, you must augment and fead fgtone

perpetually.

Much more could | say to thee, Son, concerningfttés Matter, but let this suffice, that settingide impertinencies
of words, we may now, Divine Grace favouring of piyceed to the practice it self of the Philosokl8tone. See
therefore, my Son, that thou diligently puttesttbéise Matters(which though they are three thipgsare they but

one only) in a Glass Vessel, and lettest them lyypettrefie: then put an Alembick upon your Vesseid by
distillation draw out all the Water, which may temnce distilled. Try this first in Maries Bath. Thelace the the

Vessel in Ashes, and make a gentle Fire for 12shdhen take the Matter out of the Vessel, gringell by it self,
without the foresaid Water, then put it again itite Vessel with Water, and stop the Vessel closgkitfh the Bath

for three days, and the distill the Water as beiiothe Bath, and the Matter will be more blackrthefore. Do thus
three times over, and then grind it no more; btdérafards as often as you distill it, so oft pourté&/an the top: but
between each distillation give it so much Fire feibehours or more, till it become indifferent dtiien pour Water

on the top again, and dissolve it again in the Baither a blind Alembick. Also in every distillaticeparate the
Flegm, by casting away siw or seven drops of Wiatle beginning of each distillation. And observthg order,
cause it to drink its proper Water, till it hathirde of it seven times its weight which it had ag tfirst. But then it



will be of a white colour, and so much whiter, lpwhmuch the more of its own Water it hath drankisTis white
Elixir.

Moreover, this our Water is called Homogeneal, lapdnany other names. Besides, know that this Waater
Matter generate as well the Red Stone, as the YKiitew also, when this first Matter is brought te® ¢ompleat
whiteness, then the end of one, is the beginninbebther; that is, of the Red Stone, which isRed Magnesia,
and Virgins Brass, as we said at first: Son, sea thell understand these words. Our Virgins Brassur Gold; yet
| do not say, that all Brass is Gold: also our Byasour live Brimstone; but all Brimstone, is oofr live
Brimstone: also Quicksilver, is Mercury; but | dotrsay, that common Quicksilver, is our Silveri aaid before,
that Water of Life which is our Seed and first Mattis our Mercury and our Spirit of Life, whichagtracted out of
the blessed land of Aethiopia, which is called Megja, and by many other names. Besides, my Som #rat
there is no perfect generation, without corruption;corruption causeth cleanliness, and cleandimesruption.
Consider therefore, Son, our dying poison, whicétdyand is dyed perpetually; and this is our Badysoul, and
our Spirit, when they are joyned together in omel become one thing, which with its parts arisésb aut of one
thing, besides which there is not any other, neigiver shall be. Wherefore, my Son, great folig fior any one to
believe, that any other Medicine can be turned @dd or Silver; which Medicine will little profithee of it self,
except it be mingled with a Body, for then shaptrfect its work according to its form which itdern: For it is
never born that it may of it self become a Body.rétver, know that there is as much difference betwbe first
Matter, which is called the Seed of Metals, andMleglicine, as is between the Medicine and Gold:tRerSeed
will never be the Medicine without Body, neithellwihe Medicine ever be a Metal without a Body. Muc
difference also there is between Elixir and the Miee, as between the Masculine and Feminine Seetlalso an
Infant which is generated of those in the Matrldew you may see, that the Seed is one thing, amthfant
another; though they be one and the same in kimeltlting, one operation, the Vessel finally oneutyh it be
called by divers names: For a Man and Woman, isfamt born, when as yet the Man is one thing, tiedWoman
another, though they be one and the same in kiha:hwyou ought to understand in our Stone. But visaid
before, that corruption is the cause of generatiod, of cleanliness, is true: For you must knowt gvery thing in
its first Matter is corrupt and bitter, which caption and bitterness is called dying poison, whécthe cause of Life
in all things, as will be sufficiently manifest,yibu with right reason do weigh the Natures of glsinConsider well,
O Son, that when Lucifer the Angel of Pride, firsbbelled against God, and prevaricated the Commoftite most
High, be assured that this was made corrupt, batet harsh to him: No less was the fall and pieation of our
first Parents Adam and Eve, whom death and condiéomfallowed, made to them corruption and bittessieand
likewise to us in whom the same corruption is pggtad. Many more like examples | could recite géd were:
But setting aside these, to come to what is prapeur discourse; consider well, that of all presid-ruits which
grow out of the Earth, their first Matter is biti@nd harsh, as still retaining some footstep ofdhmer corruption
and putrefaction; which bitterness, by the mearsafinual action of natural heat, is with greatue turned into
sweetness. Now therefor, Son, if thou wilt be irigas, this little will suffice whereby to find omtuch more, and

to perceive my meaning: Consider therefore welh,$loat according to the old Proverb,

He sweet deserves not, who no bitter tasts.

But now to speak something more of our Brass; knhat, Brass signifies continuance, or continuingék/eBut
what is farther to be considered in the naturdefrtame of Brass, you may easily gather from itgiEm
Tetragrammate name, that is, its name consistifigusfletters, to wit, B.R.A.S. First therefore, Byis signified
the Body of our Work, which is sweet and bitter; @live and our Brass continuing in its form: byi&signified
the Root of our Work, and the Spring of continuRadical Humours, which is our Red Tincture, and Rede
which purifieth all in its kind: A. signifies ourdther Adam, who was the first man, out of whom tas the first

woman Eve; whence you understand, that thereinaie lnd Female. Know therefore, that our Bradses t
beginning of our Work, our Gold and Olive, forstthe first Matter of Metals, as Man is the firsaviand Woman.
S. signifies the Soul of our Life, and Spirit ofé,i which God breathed into Adam, and all the anesst; which
Spirit is called the fifth Essence. Moreover, Santhese four Letters, we may understand the féemEents,

without which nothing is generated in Nature. Thésp signifie Sol and Lune, which are the causesldfife,
Generation, and augmentation of all things borth@World. In this name therefore of four lettersnsisteth our
whole Work: For our Brass is Male and Female, oicWlariseth he who is called begot. Therefore, $ate good
notice what is signified by our sweet Brass, whatdlled our Sandiver, or the Salt of our NitreNitre; what also
by the Bloud of the Dragon, what Sol and Lune, Mercury, and our Water of Life, and many other ¢jsin
concerning which Philosophers have spoken darkig,ia Riddles. Know therefore, Son, that our fividtter is
neither Gold, nor common Silver, nor is it of carines, or such like outward things, which Denigratgroping in



the dark now-a-days do use. Take heed thereforg,tBat by no means you admit any thing contrarira; for be
assured, that what a man shall have sowed, the slaaiehe reap. Moreover, know that when our Siene
compleated in its proper kind, then it will be adh&tone, which will not easily be dissolved; yetau add his Wife
to him, he will be dissolved into Oyl, which is lead Philosophers Oyl, incombustible Oyl, and by gnather
names. Know therefore, Son, that there are diveeenings, as well as Corporal as Spititual, (\@orporal in
quantity, and Spiritual in quality: Corporal leaummincreaseth the weight and quantity of the Miegicyet is not
of so great power as the Medicine it self, as isitBpl leavening; for it only encreaseth the Medéin quantity,
not in virtue: but Spiritual leavening increasdtmiboth; and where the Corporal ruleth above @amdhed, the
Spiritual above a thousand. Moreover, as long @ditbdicine is leavened with the Corporal substaidg called
Elixir. There is therefore a divers manner of lgdng, and a difference between the Medicine, aedHixir; for
the Spiritual is one thing, the Corporal anotharo also, that as long as it is Spiritual leavenini liquid Oyl
and Gum, which cannot conveniently be carried alront one place to another; but when it is Corpdtsan it will
be a Stone which you may carry about in your Podketv therefore you see what is the difference betwthe
Medicine, and the Elixir; nor is the differenceddsetween Elixir, and Gold and Silver, for Gold &ilver are
difficult to melt, but Elixir not so, for it easilgissovles at the flame of a Candle: thence you @asjly perceive,
how various the differences of our composition tardperament are. Lastly, that we may say somettongerning
their food and drink, know that their food is ofyaStones, and their drink is drawn out of two petfBodies,
namely out of the Sun and Moon; the drink thatresath out of the Sun, is called liquid Gold, (or &ue, that is,
that may be drank;) but that out of the Moon, idecaVirgins Milk. Now, Son, we have discoursediplg enough
with thee, if Divine Grace be not wanting to thfa;that drink that is drawn out of the Sun, is Redt that out of
the Moon, is white; and therefore one is calleditigGold, but the other Virgins Milk; one is Masind, the other
Feminine, though both ariseth out of one Image,@relkind. Son, ponder my words, otherwise if th@nderest
in the dark, that evil befalls thee from defectight: See therefore that thou beest diligent imitog the
Philosophick Wheel, that thou mayst make Waterob#arth, Air out of Water, Fire our of Air, and ifa out of
Fire, and all this out of one Image and Root, thadut of its own proper kind, and natural foodendwith its Life
may be cherished without end. He who hath undedsignlet him understand.

Glory to God Omnipotent.

FINIS.

The Ripley Scroll

The Ripley Scroll is an important 15th century woflemblematic symbolism. Twenty one copies aredmo
dating from the early 16th century to the mid-17there are two different forms of the symbolismthai7
manuscripts of the main version, and 4 manuscoiptse variant form. There are very wide variatiamshe
English text on the different manuscripts, andtfar text here | have modernised and unified a numbeersions.
This is not a properly researched edition, butvweorking of the text into a modern readable forradtl the
engravings of the Scroll printed in David BeutHénjversal und Particularia..Hamburg, 1718.

You must make Water of the Earth, and Earth of the Ar, and Air of the Fire, and Fire of the Earth.
The Black Sea. The Black Luna. The Black Sol.



Here is the last of the White Stone and the beginingf the Red.

Of the son take the light

The Red gum that is so bright

And of the Moon do also

The which gum they both trowe

The philosophers Sulphur vive

This | call it without strife

Kybright and Kebright it is called also
And other names many more



Of them drawe out a tincture

And make of them a marriage pure
Between the husband and the wife
Espowsed with the water of life
But of this water thou must beware
Or else thy work will be full bare
He must be made of his own kind
Mark thou now in thy mind
Acetome of philosophers men call this
A water abiding so it is

The maidens milk of the dew

That all the work doth renew

The Serpent of life it is called also
And other names many more

The which causeth generation
Betwixt the man and the woman
But looke thou no division

Be there in the conjunction

Of the moon and of sun

After the marriage be begun

And all the while they be a wedding
Give to them their drinking
Acetome that is good and fine
Better to them then any wine

Now when this marriage is done
Philosophers call it a stone

The which hath a great nature

To bring a stone that is so pure

So he have kindly nourishment
Perfect heat and decoction

But in the matrix when they be put
Let never the glasse be unshut

Till they have ingendred a stone

In the world there not such a one



A E aady

£zar u__'

The Red Lune. The Spirit of Water. Red Sol. The Re&ea.

On the ground there is a hill

Also a serpent within a well

His tail is long with wings wide

All ready to flee by every side

Repair the well fast about

That thy serpent pass not out

For if that he be there a gone

Thou lose the virtue of the stone

Where is the ground you must know here



And the well that is so clear

And what is the dragon with the tail

Or else the work shall little avalil

The well must run in water clear

Take good heed for this your fire

The fire with water bright shall be burnt
And water with fire washed shall be
The earth on fire shall be put

And water with air shall be knit

Thus ye shall go to purification

And bring the serpent to redemption
First he shall be black as a crow

And down in his den shall lie full low
Swelling as a toad that lieth on the ground
Burst with bladders sitting so round
They shall to burst and lie full plain
And this with craft the serpent is slain
He shall shine colors here many a one
And turn as white as whale's bone
With the water that he was in

Wash him clear from his sin

And let him drink a little and a light
And that shall make him fair and white
The which whiteness be abiding

Lo here is a very full finishing

Of the white stone and the red

Lo here is the very true deed.

The Red Lion. The Green Lion. The Mouth of Cholericheware.
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Here is the last of the Red, and the beginning toup away the dead. The Elixir Vitae.

Take the father that Phoebus so high
That sit so high in majesty

With his beams that shines so bright
In all places wherever that he be

For he is father to all things
Maintainer of life to crop and root
And causeth nature for to spring
With the wife beginneth soothe

For he is salve to every sore




To bring about this prosperous work
Take good heed unto this lore

| say unto learned and unto clerk
And Homogenie is my name

Which God made with his own hand
And Magnesia is my dame

You shall verily understand.

Now | shall here begin

For to teach thee a ready way

Or else little shall thou win

Take good heed what | do say
Divide thou Phoebus in many parts
With his beams that be so bright
And this with nature him convert
The which is mirror of all light

This Phoebus hath full many a name
Which that is full hard to know

And but thou take the very same
The philosophers stone ye shall not know
Therefore | counsel ere ye begin
Know it well what it should be

And that is thick make it thin

For then it shall full well like thee
Now understand what | mean

And take good heed thereto

Our work else shall little be seen
And turn thee to much woe

As | have said this our lore

Many a name | wish he hath

Some behind and some before

As philosophers doth him give

In the sea without lees

Standeth the bird of Hermes

Eating his wings variable

And maketh himself yet full stable
When all his feathers be from him gone
He standeth still here as a stone

Here is now both white and red

And all so the stone to quicken the dead
All and some without fable

Both hard and soft and malleable
Understand now well and right

And thank you God of this sight

The bird of Hermes is my name eating my wings to ni@ me tame.

The Red Sea. The Red Sol. The Red Elixir Vitae.
Red Stone. White Stone. Elixir Vitae. Luna in Cresost.
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| shall you tell with plain declaration
Where, how, and what is my generation
Omogeni is my Father

And Magnesia is my Mother

And Azot truly is my Sister

And Kibrick forsooth is my Brother

The Serpent of Arabia is my name

The which is leader of all this game
That sometime was both wood and wild
And now | am both meek and mild

The Sun and the Moon with their might



Have chastised me that was so light
My wings that me brought

Hither and thither where | thought
Now with their might they down me pull,
And bring me where they will

The Blood of mine heart | wish
Now causeth both joy and blisse
And dissolveth the very Stone
And knitteth him ere he have done
Now maketh hard that was lix

And causeth him to be fix

Of my blood and water | wish
Plenty in all the World there is

It runneth in every place

Who it findeth he hath grace

In the World it runneth over all
And goeth round as a ball

But thou understand well this

Of the worke thou shalt miss
Therefore know ere thou begin
What he is and all his kin

Many a name he hath full sure
And all is but one Nature

Thou must part him in three

And then knit him as the Trinity
And make them all but one

Lo here is the Philosophers Stone
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[Chapters I-1X transcribed by Marcella Gillick.]

Testament of Flamel

Testament of Nicholas Flamélondon: Printed by J. and E. Hodson... and salg by the Editor. 1806. [In French
and English on facing pages.]

This text is probably a late invention but it isragtheless interesting for that. | cannot locateamuscript of the
"Testament’, though it was mentioned in Borel'$idigibaphy of alchemy. It was probably written iraRce in the
late 18th century, during the revival of interesFlamel. It protests too much its authenticityd a@ives an unlikely
story about how it survived from Flamel's time. igrs if the editor (or writer) had just not menédranything
about its origins they might have better persuagedbout its authenticity. In spite of this it islaar statement of
the alchemical process.

1. I Nicholas Flamel, a scrivener of Paris, inyear 1414, in the reign of our gracious Prince (&sathe Vith,
whom God preserve; and after the death of my falithdirtner Perenelle, am seized with a desire afelight, in
remembrance of her, and in your behalf, dear neptewrite out the whole magistery of the secrethef Powder
of Projection, or the Philosophical Tincture, whiBbd hath willed to impart to his very insignifi¢eservant, and
which | have found out, as thou also wilt find autvorking as | shall declare unto you.

2. And for this cause do not forget to pray to Gmthestow on thee the understanding of the reasthredruth of
nature, which thou wilt see in this book, wherehrale written the secrets word for word, sheeth®es and also as
| have done and wrought with thy dear aunt Perenelhom | very much regret.

3. Take heed before thou workest, to seek the viglytas a man of understanding. The reason of@m&Wercury,
Sun and Moon, as | have said in my book, in whighthose figures which thou seest under the archibe
Innocents at Paris. But | erred greatly upward®83years and a half, in labouring without beingeabl marry the
Moon, that is quicksilver, to the Sun, and to exttfeom them the seminal dung, which is a deadigqug for | was
then ignorant of the agent or medium, in ordeottiffy the Mercury: for without this agent, Mercuig/as common
water.

4. Know in what manner Mercury is to be fortified & metallic agent, without which it never can peate into the
belly of the Sun and of the Moon; afterward it mosthardened, which cannot be affected withousthghureous
spirit of gold or silver. You must therefore figben them with a metallic agent, that is to saywityal Saturnia,
and afterward you must actuate the Mercury by bbgbphic means, that you may afterward by this Merc
dissolve into a liquor gold and Luna, and draw fribwair putrefaction the generative dung.

5. And know thou, that there is no other way noangeto work in this art, than that which | giveaheord for
word; an operation, unless it be taught as | noywndb at all easy to perform, but which on the canytis very
difficult to find out.

6. Believe stedfastly, that the whole philosophidustry consists in the preparation of the Merafrthe wise, for
in it is the whole of what we are seeking for, avtdch has always been sought for by all ancienewien; and that
we, no more than they, have done nothing withastNrercury, prepared with Sun or Moon: for withdliese
three, there is nothing in the whole world capatflaccomplishing the said philosophical and medikimcture. It
is expedient then that we learn to extract fronmthiee living and spiritual seed.

7. Aim therefore at nothing but Sun, Moon and Meyqurepared by a philosophical industry, which wetsthe
hands, but the metal, and which has in itself aftiesulphureous soul, namely, the ignited lighsolphur. And in
order that you may not stray from the right pafiplg yourself to metals; for there the aforesaigisur is found in
all; but thou wilt easily find it, even almost siarito gold, in the cavern and depths of Mars, Wwhigciron, and of
Venus, which is copper, nearly as much in the ani@ éhe other; and even if you pay attention tthis sulphur has
the power of tinging moist and cold Luna, whicliiie silver, into pure yellow and good Sun; bustbhiught to be
done by a spiritual medium, viz. the key which apah metals, which | am going to make known to.yloearn
therefore, that among the minerals there is onehsia thief, and eats up all except Sun and Mate, render the
thief very good; for when he has them in his béily,is good to prepare the quicksilver, as | ghr@sently make
known to you.

8. Therefore do not stray out of the right road, thust to my words, and then give thyself up te ginactice, which |
am going to bestow on thee in the name of the Fati&on, and Holy Ghost.

The Practice.



9. Take thou in the first place the eldest or {ivstn child of Saturn, not the vulgar, 9 partsthaf sabre chalibs of
the God of War, 4 parts. Put this latter into acibyle, and when it comes to a melting redness,tbasgein the 9
parts of Saturn, and immediately this will reddea tther. Cleanse thou carefully the filth thasesion the surface
of the saturnia, with saltpetre and tartar, foufiwe times. The operation will be rightly done wihghou seest upon
the matter an astral sign like a star.

10. Then is made the key and the sabre, which cashsuts through all metals, but chiefly Sun, Maod Venus,
which it eats, devours and keeps in his belly, lapthis means thou art in the right road of tritthou has
operated properly. For this Saturnia is the rograhphant herb, for it is a little imperfect kinghom we raise up
by a philosophic artifice to the degree of the tgetglory and honour. It is also the queen, thab isay the Moon
and the wife of the Sun: it is therefore both neie female, and our hermaphrodite Mercury. Thisdder or
Saturnia is represented in the seven first pag#dsediook of Abraham the Jew, by two serpent elicg@ golden
rod. Take care to prepare a sufficient quantitit, dor much is required, that is to say about 128 Ibs. of it, or
even more, according as you wish to work on a large small scale.

11. Marry thou therefore the young god Mercuryt thdo say quicksilver with this which is the psbphic
Mercury, that you may acuate by him and fortify aéd running quicksilver, seven or even ten ovestetimes with
the said agent, which is called the key, or a sthatpened sabre, for it cuts, scythes and peagtaditthe bodies of
the metals. Then wilt thou have the double andérelater represented by the rose tree in the bédlb@ham the
Jew, which issues out of the foot of an oak, namelySaturnia, which is the royal key, and goegrazipitate itself
into the abyss, as says the same author, thaseytdnto the receiver, adapted to the neck ofeh@t, where the
double Mercury throws itself by means of a suitdlvke

12. But here are found thorns and insuperablecdities, unless God reveals this secret, or a mhsttows it. For
Mercury does not marry with royal Saturnia: it igerient to find a secret means to unite themufdess thou
knowest the artifice by which this union and peaeffected between these aforesaid argent-weeswill do
nothing to any purpose. | would not conceal anggtrom thee, my dear nephew; | tell thee, therefthrat without
Sun or Moon this work will profit thee nothing. Tinanust therefore cause this old man, or voracical§ vo
devour gold or silver in the weight and measureas now about to inform thee. Listen thereforenypwords, that
thou mayest not err, as | have done in this wosay, therefore, that you must give gold to ourdriagon to eat.
Remark how well you ought to operate. For if youegbut little gold to the melted Saturnia, the gslthdeed
opened, but the quicksilver will not take; and hieran incongruity, which is not at all profitablehave a long
while and greatly laboured in this affliction, bedd found out the means to succeed in it. If tfreeeyou give him
much gold to devour, the gold will not indeed beraach opened nor disposed, but then it will taleghicksilver,
and they will both marry. Thus the means is discedeConceal this secret, for it is the whole, aaither trust it to
paper, or to any thing else which may be seenweosshould become the cause of great mischief.d igithee
under the seal of secrecy and of thy consciencehélove | bear thee.

13. Take thou ten ounces of the red Sun, thatse &ay, very fine, clean and purified nine orttares by means of
the voracious wolf alone: two ounces of the royatugnia; melt this in a crucible, and when it isltee, cast into it
the ten ounces of fine gold; melt these two togetlued stir them with a lighted charcoal. Then Wil gold be a
little opened. Pour it on a marble slab or intdran mortar, reduce it to a powder, and grind itlwéth three
pounds of quicksilver. Make them to curd like cleges the grinding and working them to and fro: ivélss
amalgama with pure common water until it comesobedr, and that the whole mass appears clear aite ke
fine Luna. The conjunction of the gold with the abgolden Saturnia is effected, when the massfig@the touch
like butter.

14. Take this mass, which thou wilt gently dry wlitten or fine cloth, with great care: this is dead, and our mass
of Sun and Moon, not the vulgar, but the philosophiPut it into a good retort of crucible eartht much better of
steel. Place the retort in a furnace, and adapteiver to it: give fire by degrees. Two hoursraftecrease your fire
so that the Mercury may pass into the receives: Mercury is the water of the blowing rose-treés ilso the blood
of the innocents slain in the book of Abraham the.JYou may now suppose that this Mercury has pat little of
the body of the king, and that it will have muchrmestrength to dissolve the other part of it haszafvhich will be
more covered by the body of the Saturnia. Thouloasascended one degree or step of the laddee @frth

15. Take the faeces out of the retort; melt them énucible in a strong fire: cast into it four aes of the Saturnia,
(and) nine ounces of the Sun. Then the Sun is elqghim the said faeces, and much more openedtttie &rst
time, as the Mercury has more vigour than befanili have the strength and virtue of penetrating gold, and of
eating more of it, and of filling his belly withlity degrees. Operate therefore as at first; magaforesaid
Mercury, stronger one degree with this new maggimding the whole together; they will take liketteur and
cheese; wash and grind them several times, uhthi@blackness is got out: dry it as aforesaid;tpe whole into
the retort, and operate as thou didst before, ipgiduring two hours, a weak fire, and then strandficient to



drive out, and cause the Mercury to fall into theaiver; then wilt thou have the Mercury still macuated, and
thou wilt have ascended to the second degree gittih@sophic ladder.

16. Repeat the same work, by casting in the Satimrmiue weight, that is to say, by degrees, amdating as
before, till thou hast reached the 10th step ofothiosophic ladder; then take thy rest. For treredaid Mercury is
ignited, acuated, wholly engrossed and full ofrirede sulphur, and fortified with the astral juickieh was in the
deep bowels of the gold and of our saturnine draBerassured that | am now writing for thee thimdpsch by no
philosopher was ever declared or written. For kihéscury is the wonderful caduceus, of which theesalgave so
much spoken in their books, and which they attastthe power of itself of accomplishing the philgsic work,
and they say the truth, as | have done it myself Blpne, and thou wilt be enabled to do it thfjséthou art so
disposed: for it is this and none else which isghaximate matter and the root of all the metals.

17. Now is done and accomplished the preparatidheoMercury, rendered cuting and proper to dissoito its
nature gold and silver, to work out naturally aimd@y the Philosophic Tincture, or the powder tranging all
metals into gold and silver.

18. Some believe they have the whole magisterynwhey have the heavenly Mercury prepared; but #ney
grossly deceived. It is for this cause they finartts before they pluck the rose, for want of unideding. It is true
indeed, that were they to understand the weightreélgimen of the fire, and the suitable way, theyl not have
much to do, and could not fail even if they wouwdit in this art there is a way to work. Learn tHere and observe
well how to operate, in the manner | am about latego you.

19. In the name of God, thou shalt take of thy atéd Mercury what quantity thou pleasest; thou puilt it into a
glass vessel by itself; or two or four parts of Khercury with two parts of the golden Saturnia;ttisao say, one of
the Sun and two of the Saturnia; the whole finelgjoined like butter, washed, cleansed and dried;thou wilt
lute thy vessel with the lute of wisdom. Placenitiifurnace on warm ashes at the degree of theohaathen sitting
on her eggs. Leave this said Mercury so prepareddend and descend for the space of 40 or 50 aiatjisthou
seest forming in thy vessel a white or red sulpbalied philosophic sublimate, which issues ouhefreins of the
said Mercury. Thou wilt collect this sulphur witHfesather: it is the living Sun and the living Moawhich Mercury
begets out of itself.

20. Take this white or red sulphur, triturate iilglass or marble mortar, and pour on it, in i it, a third part
of its weight of the Mercury from which this sulpttas been drawn. With these two make a pastdliker: put
again this mixture into an oval glass; place @ifurnace on a suitable fire of ashes, mild, asgaled with a
philosophic industry. Concoct until the said Mercig changed into sulphur, and during this cocttbou wilt see
wonderful things in thy vessel, that is to saytladl colours which exist in the world, which thanst not behold
without lifting up thy heart to God in gratituderfeo great a gift.

21. When thou has attained to the purple red, thost gather it: for then the alchymical powder &cdia,
transmuting every metal into fine pure and neatlgovhich thou maist multiply by watering it as thioast already
done, grinding it with fresh Mercury, concoctingritthe same vessel, furnace and fire, and the withde much
shorter, and its virtue ten times stronger.

22. This then is the whole magistery done with Meyalone, which some do not believe to be trueabse they
are weak and stupid, and not at all able to congrélthis work.

23. Shouldest thou desire to operate in another taég of fine Sun in fine powder or in very thaalzes: make a
paste of it with 7 parts of thy philosophic Mercuwhich is our Luna: put them both into an ovalsglaessel well
luted; place it in a furnace; give a very strong,fihat is to say, such as will keep lead in fasfor then thou has
found out the true regimen of the fire; and let kigrcury, which is the philosophical wind, ascend @escend on
the body of the gold, which it eats up by degrees, carries in its belly. Concoct it until the galehd Mercury do
no more ascend and descend, but both remain quigthen will peace and union be effected betwieernvto
dragons, which are fire and water both together.

24. Then wilt thou see in thy vessel a great blaskrike that of melted pitch, which is the signtef death and
putrefaction of the gold, and the key of the wholgistery. Cause it therefore to resuscitate bgaating it, and
be not weary with concocting it: during this peridislers changes will take place; that is to sag,rtfatter will pass
through all the colours, the black, the ash colthe,blue, the green, the white, the orange, arallyi the red as red
as blood or the crimson poppy: aim only at thi$ ¢adour; for it is the true sulphur, and the alctiyal powder. |
say nothing precisely about the time; for that delseon the industry of the artist; but thou camstfail, by
working as | have shewn.

25. If thou are disposed to multiply thy powdeket@ne part thereof, and water it with two partthgfanimated
Mercury; make it into a soft and smooth paste;ipiata vessel as thou hast already done, in theedarnace and
fire, and concoct it. This second turn of the péalphic wheel will be done in less time than thstfiand thy powder
will have ten times more strength. Let is wheelwtamain even a thousand times, and as much asilio@rhou



wilt then have a treasure without price, supeioalt there is in the world, and thou canst desothing more here
below, for thou hast both health and riches, itthieeth them properly.

26. Thou hast now the treasure of all worldly f&icwhich | a poor country clown of Pointoise didcomplish
three times in Paris, in my house, in the strestii®ivains, near the chapel of St. Jacques delzlierie, and
which | Flammel give thee, for the love | bear thieethe honour of God, for His glory, for the m@iof Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

The French correspondent [who had provided thedfrearsion to the editor for translation into Esplfor this
publication of 1806] adds: "This is what | findthe end of the Manuscript™

They assert that the original of this work was t&ritupon the margin of a vellum Psalm-book, in Nlak Flamel's
own handwriting in favour of his nephew. The pracess written in cyphers, the better to conceak#eet. Each
letter was shaped in four different ways, so tbantke up the whole alphabet therewith 96 letteneevemployed.
Father Pernetti and Monsieur de Saint Marc decyththis writing with much difficulty. M. de St. Mawas on the
point of giving it up; but Father Pernetti, who telceady found out the vowels, encouraged him torgwith the
work, which they at last overcame, with completecgss, about the year 1758.

Flamel's Summary of Philosophy

Transcribed by Antonio Balestra.

The Summary of Philosophy

If you would know how metals are transmuted, yolstunderstand from what matter they are generatatihow
they are formed in the mines; and that you mayengtyou must see and observe, how those trandongatre
performed in the bowels or veins of the earth.

Minerals taken out of the earth, may be changdakfibrehand they be spiritualized, and reducedthed
sulphureous and argent vive nature, which arevibesperms, composed of the elements, the one nirasciiie
other feminine. - The male sulphur, is nothing finet and air; and the true sulphur is as a fire,rmi the vulgar,
which contains no metallic substance. The femisimerm is argent vive, which is nothing but eartti aater; these
two sperms the ancient sages called two dragoserpents, of which, the one is winged, the othér$wlphur not
flying the fire, is without wings; the winged senpés argent vive, borne up by the wind, therefarber certain
hour she flies from the fire, not having fixity emgh to endure it. Now if these two sperms, sepérimn
themselves, be united again, by powerful naturéhérpotentiality of mercury, which is the metafii@: being thus
united, it is called by the philosophers the flyiirggon; - because the dragon kindled by its fitdle he flies by
little and little, fills the air with his fire, andoisonous vapours. - The same thing doth merdaryeing placed
upon an exterior fire, and in its place in a vessakets on fire its inside, which is hidden is firofundity; by which
may be seen, how the external fire does burn dtahie the natural mercury. - And then you may saes the
poisonous vapour breaks out into the air, with @tstinking and pernicious poison; which is nothétge but the
head of the dragon, which hastily goes out of BabyBut other philosophers have compared this nngrevith a
flying lion, because a lion is a devourer of otbexatures, and delights himself in his voracitgeéry thing, except
that which is able to resist his violence and f@g.also does mercury, which has in itself sucbvagp, force, and
operation, to spoil and devastate a metal of itmf@nd to devour it. Mercury being too much infloed, devours
and hides metals in its belly; but which of theneser it be, it is certain, that, it consumes it, fior in their nature
they are perfect, and much more indurate. But nmgrigas in itself a substance of perfecting sol land; and all
the imperfect bodies or metals, proceed from arget therefore the ancients called it the mothfametals;
whence it follows, that in its own principle anchte, being formed, it has a double metallic sutstaAnd first,
the substance of the interior; then the substafhselpwhich is not like the other metals; of théwe substances,
argent vive is formed, which in its body is spialily nourished. As soon then as nature has formgehavive, of
the two after-named spirits, then it endeavors asarthem perfect and corporeal; but when the sgiri¢ of
strength, and the two sperms awakened out of tleaitral principle, then they desire to assume their bodies.
Which being done, argent vive the mother mustalig, being thus naturally mortified, cannot (as dibatgys
cannot) quicken itself as before. But there areesproud philosophers, who in obscure words afftirat we ought
to transmute both perfect and imperfect bodiesrintming argent vive; this is the serpent's sujptietd you may
be in danger of being bit by it. It is true, thagent vive may transmute an imperfect body, as tedth; and may
without much labour, multiply in a quantity; buetieby it diminishes or loses its own perfectiorg aray no more



for this reason be called argent vive. But if byitmay be mortified, that it can no more vivitgeélf, then it will be
changed into another thing, as in cinnabar, orisaté is done. For when it is by the art coagulatédtether sooner
or later, yet then its two bodies assume not alftxedy, nor can they conserve it, as we may séeibowels of the
earth.

Lest anyone should therefore err, there are ivéires of lead some fixed grains or particles oéfaol and luna
mixed in its substance of nourishment.

The first coagulation of argent vive is in the mofesaturn; and most fit and proper it is to bringn unto perfection
and fixation; for the mine of saturn is not withdixed particles of gold, which particles were imigal to it by
nature. So in itself it may be multiplied and brbttp perfection, and a vast power or strength,tesve tried, and
therefore affirm it.- So long as it is not sepadat@m its mine, viz. its argent vive, but well keffor every metal
which is in its mine, the same is an argent vilentmay it multiply itself, for that it has substarfrom its
mercury, or argent vive, but it will be like somegn immature fruit on a tree, which the blossomdppast,
becomes an unripe fruit, and then a larger appdev Klany one plucks this unripe fruit from thedrehen its first
forming would be frustrate, nor would it grow larger ripe; for man knows not how to give substance
nourishment, or maturity, so well as internal nefwvhile the fruit yet hangs on the tree, whictdfe# with
substance and nourishment, till the determined rnitgtis accomplished.

And so long also does the fruit draw sap or moésfar its augmentation and nourishment, till it @mnto its perfect
maturity. So is it with sol; for if by nature, aagn, or grains are made, and it is reduced torgera vive, then also
by the same it is daily, without ceasing, sustaiaed supplied, and reduced into its place, vizeargive, as he is
in himself; and then must you wait till he shaltab some substance from his mercury as it hapipethe fruit of
trees. For as the argent vive, both of perfectianpérfect bodies is a tree, so they can have n@ mourishment,
otherwise than from their own mercury.

If therefore you would gather fruits from argenteyj viz. pure sol and luna, if they be disjoinashfrtheir mercury;
think not that you, like as nature did in the begig, may again conjoin and multiply, and withobtinge, augment
them. For if metals be separated from their minentthey, like the fruit of trees too soon gathereer come to
their perfection, as nature and experience malagspitar. For if an apple or pear be once pluckefilarh the tree,
it would then be a great vanity to attempt to fastéo the tree again, expecting it to encreasegrow ripe; and
experience testifies, that the more it is handieel more it withereth. And so it is also with metdbr if you should
take the vulgar sol and luna, endeavoring to retluem into argent vive, you would wholly play tlwof, for there
is no artifice yet found, whereby it can be perfedn- Though you should use many waters, and cesmenbther
things infinitely of that kind, yet would you contially err, and that would befal you, which wouidchithat should
tie unripe fruit to their trees.

Yet some philosophers have said truly, that ifesa luna, by a right mercury, or argent vive béattigconjoined,
they will make all imperfect metals perfect; butlis thing most men have erred, who having thieseet
vegetables, animals, and minerals, which in onggthare conjoined; for that they considered not, tta
philosophers speak not of vulgar sol, luna, andcorgr which are all dead, and receive no more sungost or
increase from nature, but remain the same in their essence, without the possibility of bringingess to
perfection.

They are fruits plucked off from their trees beftreir time, and are therefore of no value or estiom. Therefore
see the fruit in the tree, that leads them straigltt whose fruit is daily made greater with iease, so long as the
tree bears it. This work is seen with joy and &ati$on; and by this means one may transplantréeewithout
gathering the fruit, fixing it into a moister, batt and more fruitful place, which in one day wijlle more
nourishment to the fruit, than it received othemiiis an hundred years.

In this therefore, it is understood, that mercting, much commended tree must be taken, which higspower
indissolvably sol and luna; and then transplantgéal another soil nearer the sun, that thence it gadry its
profitable increase, for which thing, dew does ataumily suffice; for where it was placed beforeyits so
weakened by cold and wind, that little fruit coble expected from it, and where it long stood amdipht forth no
fruit at all.

And indeed the philosophers have a garden, whersuth as well morning as evening remains with ashsuieet
dew, without ceasing, with which it is sprinkleddamoistened; - whose earth brings forth trees anitsf which are
transplanted thither, which also receive descetitrarurishment from the pleasant meadows. And shitohe daily,
and there they are both corroborated and quickesigabut ever fading; and this more in one yeaantin a
thousand, where the cold affects them. - Take tiemefore, and night and day cherish them in aldistry fire;
but not with a fire of wood or coals, but in a elé@nsparent fire, not unlike the sun, which isarehotter than is
requisite, but is always alike; for a vapour is desv, and seed of metals, which ought not to lereadt



Fruits, if they be too hot, and without dew or ntaiis, they abide on the boughs, but without contingerfection,
only withering or dwindling away. But if they bedfevith heat and due moisture on their trees, theg prove
elegant and fruitful; for heat and moisture aredtgments of all earthly things, animal, vegetahted mineral.
Therefore fires of wood and coal produce or helpmetals; those are violent fires, which nourishamthe heat of
the sun does, that conserves all corporeal thingshat it is natural which they follow. But a pdgopher acts not
what nature does; for nature where she rules, fatm&getables, animals, and minerals, in thein ogrees. Men,
do not after the same sort, by their arts makerahbthings. When nature has finished her work albioemn; then by
our art they are made more perfect. - In this matiteancient sages and philosophers, for our nméition,
wrought on luna and mercury her true mother, ofciwtthey made the mercury of the philosophers, winidts
operation is much stronger than the natural merdtoy this is serviceable only to the simple, petfenperfect,
hot and cold metals; but our mercury, the philosopistone, is useful to the more than perfect, ifapebodies, or
metals. Also that the sun may perfect and noutismtwithout diminution, addition, or immutation, tagy were
created or formed by nature, and so leave thenmeglecting any thing.

I will not now say, that the philosophers conjdie tree, for the better perfecting their mercusysame unskilful in
the nature of things, and unlearned chemists affivho take common sol, luna, and mercury, and s@atumally
handle them, till they vanish in smoak. These mmateavor to make the philosophers mercury, but tieeser attain
it, which is the first matter of the stone, and fingt minera thereof. If you would come hither &l good, and to
the mountain of the seaven, where there is no pfain would betake yourself; from the highest, yawst look
downward to the sixth, which you will see afar dff the height of this mountain, you will find ayad herb
triumphing, which some have called mineral, songeta&ble, some saturnine. But let its bones orhélkeft, and
let a pure clean broth be taken from it, so widl tetter part of your work be done. This is thétrend subtle
mercury of the philosophers, which you are to taksich will make first the white work, and then tresl. If you
have well understood me, both of them are nothisg, @s they term them, but the practice, whigdvisasy and
simple, that a woman sitting by her distaff mayfeefrit. As if in winter she would put her eggs end hen, and
not wash them, because eggs are put under a heouvivashing them, and no more labour is requitedibthem,
than that they should be every day turned, thatliiekens may be the better and sooner hatchedgoang the
which enough is said.

But that | may follow the example, first, wash tim® mercury, but take it, and with its like, whiesHfire, place it in
the ashes, which is straw, and in one glass wkithe nest, without any other things in a converaggmbic, which
is the house, from whence it will come forth a &ie, which with its blood will free thee from alisdases, and
with its flesh will nourish thee, and with its feats will clothe thee, and keep thee warm frominhgies of the
cold and ambient air. For this cause | have writtes present treatise, that you may search wihgtieater desire,
and walk in the right way. And | have written timall book, this summary, that you might better poghend the
sayings and writings of the philosophers, whiclelidve you will much better understand for timestane.
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The Explication of the Hieroglyphic Figures.
Placed by me, Nicholas Flammel, Scrivener, in thar€h-yard of the Innocents, in the fourth Archtegimg by the
great gate of St. Dennis Street, and taking the avethe right hand.

THE INTRODUCTION.

Although that I, Nicholas Flammel, Notary, and abidin Paris, in this year one thousand three heshdourscore
and nineteen, and dwelling in my house in the swéBlotaries, near unto the Chapel of St. JamekeoBouchery;
although, | say, that | learned but a little Latiecause of the small means of my Parents, whicértieless were,
by them that envy me the most, accounted honegtig@eyet by the grace of God, and the intercessfdhe blessed
Saints in Paradise of both sexes, and principdl§toJames of Gallicia,

| have not wanted the understanding of the Bookh@Philosophers, and in them learned their sddmnidsecrets.
And for this cause, there shall never be any mormenty life when | remember this high good, wherepon my
knees (if the place will give me leave), or othessyiin my heart with all my affection, | shall methder thanks to



this most benign God, which never suffereth thédabii the just to beg from door to door, and deethivnot them
which wholly trust in his blessing.

Whilst, therefore, | Nicholas Flammel, Notary, aftee decease of my Parents, got my living in ottroi Writing,
by making Inventories, dressing accounts, and sugumup the expenses of Tutors and Pupils, theréntellmy
hands for the sum of two florins, a guilded Boodryold and large. It was not of Paper, nor of Rarent, as other
Books be, but was only made of delicate rindst(aseémed unto me) of tender young trees. The afiewas of
brass, well bound, all engraven with letters, cargge figures; and for my part | think they migtelide Greek
Characters, or some-such-like ancient language Sam, | could not read them, and | know well tlegre not
notes nor letters of the Latin nor of the Gauldbthem we understand a little. As for that whichaswvithin it, the
leaves of bark or rind, were engraven, and withiealste diligence written, with a point of Iron, fair and neat
Latin letters, coloured. It contained thrice-sel@aves, for so were they counted in the top ofeéhges, and always
every seventh leaf was without any writing; busté&ad thereof, upon the first seventh leaf, thexge painted a Rod
and Serpents swallowing it up.

In the second seventh, a Cross where a Serpertrucified,;
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and in the last seventh there were painted Deserwjldernesses, in the midst whereof ran manyféaintains,
from whence there issued out a number of Serpehish ran up and down here and there.

Upon the first of the leaves was written in greapifal Letters of Gold: Abraham the Jew, Princége®r Levite,
Astrologer, and Philosopher, to the Nation of taes), by the Wrath of Cod dispersed among the Gaeaitgjeth
Health. After this it was filled with great exedmats and curses (with this word Maranatha, whiclk oféen
repeated there) against every person that shostchisaeyes upon it if he were not Sacrificer ontsx

He that sold me this Book knew not what it was Wono more than | when | bought it; | believe itlHzeen stolen
or taken from the miserable Jews; or found hidoime part of the ancient place of their abode. Withe Book, in
the second leaf, he comforted his Nation, countglihem to fly vices, and above all, Idolatry, attimg with sweet
patience the coming of the Messias, who should wishcpll the Kings of the Earth, and should reigthvais
people in glory eternally. Without doubt this hagkh some very wise and understanding man. In treeléaf, and
in all the other writings that followed, to helhCaptive nation to pay their tributes unto the Boremperors, and



to do other things, which | will not speak of, laeight them in common words the transmutation ofaldete
painted the Vessels by the sides, and he advettised of the colours, and of all the rest, savihthe first agent,
of the which he spake not a word; but only (asdid)sn the fourth and fifth leaves entire he pe¢hit, and figured
it with very great cunning and workmanship: fohaltigh it was well and intelligibly figured and p&gd, yet no
man could ever have been able to understand ibulitbeing well skilled in their Cabala, which goéthtradition,
and without having well studied their books. Therth and fifth leaves therefore, were without amiting, all full
of fair figures enlightened, or as it were enligied, for the work was very exquisite. First, henped a young men
with wings at his ankles, having in his hand a @adn rod, writhen about with two Serpents, whetetwé struck
upon a helmet which covered his head.

He seemed to my small judgment, to be the God Mgreithe Pagans: against him there came runnidglgimg

with open wings, a great old man, who upon his Hesatlan hour-glass fastened, and in his hand a (woacythe)
like Death, with the which, in terrible and furioom&nner, he would have cut off the feet of Merc@y.the other

side of the fourth leaf, he painted a fair flowertbe top of a very high mountain, which was str#ken with the

North wind; it had the foot blue, the flowers whited red, the leaves shining like fine gold: anghdbabout it the
Dragons and Griffons of the North made their nasts abode.



On the fifth leaf there was a fair Rose-tree, flozekin the midst of a sweet Garden, climbing ugresia hollow
Oak;

at the foot whereof boiled a fountain of most whitgter, which ran head-long down into the depths,
notwithstanding it first passed among the handsfuofite people, who digged in the earth seekingitidbut
because they were blind, none of them knew it, gtxcere and there one who considered the weight.



On the last side of the fifth leaf there was a Kiwgth a great Fauchion, who made to be killedigigresence by
some Soldiers a great multitude of little Infanthose Mothers wept at the feet of the unpitifuldseis the blood of
which Infants was afterwards by other Soldiers gatl up, and put in a great vessel, wherein theaBdrthe Moon
came to bathe themselves. And because that thisriidid represent the more part of that of theobents slain by
Herod, and that in this Book | learned the gregtest of the Art, this was one of the causes wphated in their
Church-yard these Hieroglyphic Symbols of this eescience. And thus you see that which was ifitsiefive
leaves. | will not represent unto you that whiclswaitten in good and intelligible Latin in all tlither written
leaves, for God would punish me; because | shomhaneit a greater wickedness than he who (as itit§ sashed
that all the men of the World had but one head, llkeamight cut it off with one blow. Having with mimerefore,
this fair book, I did nothing else day nor night Btudy upon it, understanding very well all theeggions that it
showed, but not knowing with what Matter | shou&ljlm, which made me very heavy and solitary, anded me
to fetch many a sigh. My wife Perrenella, whomvdd as myself, and had lately married, was muamésdted at
this, comforting me, and earnestly demanding ifahdd by any means deliver me from this troubleould not
possibly hold my tongue, but told her all, and skdwhis fair book, whereof at the same instantshatsaw it, she
became as much enamoured as myself, taking expkgasure to behold the fan cover, gravings, imaged,
portraits, whereof, notwithstanding she understasdttle as I; yet it was a great comfort to meatd with her, and
to entertain myself, what we should do to haverkterpretation of them. In the end | caused to &iated within
my Lodging, as naturally as | could, all the figgigend portraits of the fourth and fifth leaf, whickhowed to the
greatest Clerks in Paris, who understood thereahoe than myself: | told them they were found Baok that
taught the Philosophers' Stone, but the greatesbpthem made a mock both of me and that bleSsede,
excepting one called Master Anselme, who was aritigee in Physic, and studied hard in this Sciefteehad a
great desire to have seen my Book, and there waggan the world he would not have done for ahsigf it: but |
always told him | had it not; only I made him agardescription of the Method. He told me that fre&t portrait
represented Time, which devoured all; and that@ieg to the number of the six written leaves, ¢hemas required
the space of six years, to perfect the Stone; lag, the said, we must turn the glass, and seetioenitore. And
when | told him that this was not painted, but ailwlyshow and teach the first agent, (as was sditkifBook) he
answered me that this decoction for six years spase as it were, a second Agent; and that ceytttiel first Agent
was there painted, which was the white and heavgrwarhich without doubt was Argent Vive, which yheould
not fix, nor cut off his feet, that is to say, takeay his volatility, save by that long decoctiarthe purest blood of
young Infants; for in that, this Argent Vive beijained with gold and Silver, was first turned witilem into an herb
like that which was there painted, and afterwabgs;orruption, into Serpents; which Serpents béieg wholly
dried, and decocted by fire, were reduced into gved gold, which should be the Stone. This wasctigse that
during the space of one and twenty years, | tridtbasand broulleryes, yet never with blood, fat tvas wicked



and villaneous: for | found in my Book that the IBRophers called Blood the mineral spirit whiclinishe Metals,
principally in the Sun, Moon, and Mercury, to tresembling whereof, | always tended; yet these pnégations for
the most part were more subtil than true. Not ggeherefore, in my works the signs at the timetemi in my
Book, | was always to begin again. In the end, igubst all hope of ever understanding those figuia my last
refuge | made a vow to God and St. James of Gallioidemand the interpretation of them at someésheRriest in
some Synagogue of Spain. whereupon, with the conddterrenella, carrying with me the Extract of fictures,
having taken the Pilgrims' habit and staff, in shene fashion as you may see me without this saicte, Ar the
Church-yard in the which | put these HieroglyphiEajures, where | have also set against the walthe one and
the other side, a Procession, in which are repteddyy order all the colours of the Stone, so ag tome and go,
with this writing in French: Much pleaseth God pesion, If it be done in devotion.

Which is as it were the beginning of King Hercuhés Book, which entreateth of the colours of thengt entitled
Iris, or the Rainbow, in these termes, The prooessf the work: is very pleasant unto Nature: thgclv | have put
there expressly for the great Clerks who shall vstded the Allusion. In this same fashion, | sgyut myself upon
my way; and so much | did that | arrived at Montjapd afterwards at St. James, where with greaitibevl
accomplished my vow. This done, in Leon, at myngtumet with a Merchant of Bologn, who made mewn to
a Physician, a Jew by Nation, and as then a Cdmistiwelling in Leon aforesaid, who was very skilfusublime
Sciences, called Master Canches. As soon as IHmenshim the figures of my Extract, he being raeishvith
great astonishment and joy, demanded of me incamtiinif | could tell him any news of the Book fromhence
they were drawn! | answered him in Latin, (wherethasked me the question) that | hoped to have goo® news
of the Book, if anybody could decipher unto me EBmiggmas. All at that instant transported with gréator and
joy, he began to decipher unto me the beginningt®be short, he well content to learn news whieiseBook
should be, and | to hear him speak; and certaialigadd heard much discourse of the Book, but, (st as of a
thing which was believed to be utterly lost, weotesd of our voyage, and from Leon we passed teyjand
from thence to Sansom, where we put ourselvesdddeome into France. Our voyage had been fortugradugh,
and all-ready since we were entered into this Kamydhe had most truly interpreted unto me the gsegiart of my
figures, where even unto the very points and prigkéound great mysteries, which seemed unto melerdu,;
when arriving at Orleans, this learned man feltexiely sick, being afflicted with excessive vonin which
remained still with him of those he had suffere@ef, and he was in such a continual fear of nsafdng him that
he could imagine nothing like unto it. And althoughias always by his side, yet would he incessardli/for me;
but, in sum, he died at the end of the seventhodi&ws sickness, by reason whereof | was much gdgeyet, as well
as | could, | caused him to be buried in the Chafctne Holy Cross at Orleans, where he yet res@tid have his
soul, for he died a good Christian. And surely,b€ not hindered by death, | will give unto thdtuch some
revenue, to cause some Masses to be said foriliewery day. He that would see the manner of myalrand the
joy of Perrenella, let him look upon us two, insti@ity of Paris, upon the door of the Chapel ofil@mes of the
Bouchery, close by the one side of my house, wiverare both painted, myself giving thanks at thes & St.
James of Gallicia, and Perrenella at the feet o@tn, whom she had so often called upon. Sostthet by the
grace of God, and the intercession of the happyhahdVirgin, and the blessed Saints James and, J&mew all
that | desired, that is to say, The first Princéplget not their first preparation, which is a thimost difficult above
all the things in the world. But in the end | hadttalso, after long errors of three years, orghleouts; during
which time 1 did nothing but study and labour, soyau may see me without this o4rch, where | hdaeea my
Processions against the two Pillars of it, underféet of St. James and St. John, praying alwagoth with my
Beads in my hand, reading attentively within a Bcarkd poysing the words of the Philosophers: atehaérds
trying and proving the divers operations, whicmbagined to myself by their only words. finally,duind that which
| desired, which | also soon knew by the stronghse@d odour thereof. Having this, | easily accdsiydd the
Mastery, for, knowing the preparation of the filgfents, and after following my Book according te tbtter, |
could not have missed it, though | would. Then,fitet time that | made projection was upon Mercumereof |
turned half-a-pound, or thereabouts, into pureesjlisetter than that of the Mine, as | myself asdagnd made
others assay many times. This was upon a Monday 7th of January, about noon, in my house, Pdisemely
being present, in the year of the restoring of nrahkl382. And afterwards, following always my Bo&lom word
to word, | made projection of the Red Stone upenlitte quantity of Mercury, in the presence likesvisf
Perrenella only, in the same house, the five amhtieth day of April following, the same year, abfive o'clock
in the evening; which | transmuted truly into alinas much pure Cold, better assuredly than comnald, @ore
soft and more plyable. | may speak it with truthave made it three times, with the help of Petfeneho
understood it as well as |, because she helped ioparations, and without doubt, if she would hamterprised to
have done it alone, she had attained to the engenfieiction thereof. | had indeed enough when Idrazk done it,
but | found exceeding great pleasure and delighe&ing and contemplating the Admirable works diukawithin



the Vessels. To signify unto thee, then, how | hdmee it three times, thou shalt see in this Aifctihou have any
skill to know them, three furnaces, like unto thetrich serve for our operations, | was afraid a longe, that
Perrenella could not hide the extreme joy of hécifg, which | measured by mine own, and lest sheuld let fall
some word amongst her kindred of the great treasuiéch we possessed: for extreme joy takes away th
understanding, as well as great heaviness; bigdbdness of the most great God had not only fithedwith this
blessing, to give me a wife chaste and sage, ®m&s moreover, not only capable of reason, battalslo all that
was reasonable, and more discrete and secret ttaraly other women are. Above all, she was egloagdevoult,
and therefore, seeing herself without hope of caiidand now well stricken in years, she begandidg, ito think of
God, and to give ourselves to the works of Merdythat time when | wrote this Commentary, in tharyene
thousand four hundred and thirteen, in the enth@fyear, after the decease of my faithful companigrich | shall
lament all the days of my life; she and | had ayefpunded, and endued with revenues, 14 Hospitahis City of
Paris, we had now built from the ground three Clapee had enriched with great gifts and good res#gen
Churches, with many reparations in their Churchyabésides that which we have done at Bologne,hwkioot
much less than that which we have done here. Ingillspeak of the good which both of us have dorgatticular
poor folks, principally to widows and poor orphamngiose names if | should tell, and how | did itsides that my
reward should be given me in this World,

| should likewise do displeasure to those goodgexswhom | pray God bless, which | would not dognything

in the World. Building, therefore, these Churchélkurch-yards and Hospitals, in this City, | resdlvayself, to
cause to be painted in the fourth Arch of the Chiyrard of the Innocents, as you enter in by thatggate in St.
Dennis-street, and taking the way on the right hémelmost true and essential marks of the Artupeler veils, and
Hieroglyphical covertures, in imitation of thoseialihare in the guilded Book of Abraham the Jew,clihhay
represent two things, according to the capacitylamtkerstanding of them that behold them: Firstntlysteries of
our future and undoubted Resurrection, at the ddudgment, and coming of good Jesus (whom malgétse to
have mercy upon us), a History which is well agngegb a Church-yard. And, secondly, they may sigtifthem,
who are skilled in Natural Philosophy, all the pipal and necessary operations of the Mastery. & Rigsroglyphic
figures shall serve as two ways to lead unto tlavéely life: the first and most open sense teacttiegsacred
Mysteries of our salvation; (as | will show hereaftthe other teaching every man that hath anylamédkrstanding
in the Stone the lineary way of the work; whichrizgeperfected by any one, the change of evil intodgakes away
from him the root of all sin, (which is covetoussesaking him liberal, gentle, pious, religiousddearing God,
how evil soever he was before, for from thencefoda®e is continually ravished with the great grand mercy
which he hath obtained from God, and with the puofiness of his Divine and admirable works. Theeedls
reasons which have moved me to set these fornmsifigishion, and in this place, which is a Churahdy to the end
that if any man obtain this inestimable good, tagqueer this rich golden Fleece, he may think witimgelf (as | did)
not to keep the talent of God digged in the Editlying Lands and possessions, which are the varfiéhis world:
but rather to work charitably towards his brethmemembering himself that he learned this secretrgst the
bones of the dead, in whose number he shall sHoetfpund; and that after this life he must rerateaccount
before a just and redoubtable Judge, who will censuen to an idle and vain word. Let him, therefevho having
well weighed my words, and well known and underdtoty figures, hath first gotten elsewhere the kralge of
the first beginnings and Agents, (for certainlyhiese Figures and Commentaries he shall not figdseap or
information thereof), perfect, to the glory of Gaolde Mastery of Hermes, remembering himself ofGheirch
Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman; and of all othewuines, Church-yards, and Hospitals; and abowef e
Church of the Innocents in this City, (in the Chus@rd whereof he shall have contemplated thege tru
demonstrations); opening bounteously his purshdmtthat are secretly poor honest people, desalatk women,
widows, and forlorn orphans. So be it.
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CHAPTER |
Of the Theological Interpretations, which may beegi to these Hieroglyphics, according to the sefisee the
Author



| have given to this Churchyard, a Charnel-houdgchvis right over against this fourth Arch, in tméddest of the
Churchyard, and against one of the Pillars of @harnel house, | have made be drawn with a codlgamssly
painted, a man all black, which looks straight upmese Hieroglyphics, about whom there is writiefiench: It
voy merveile done moult le m'esbahi; that is, | aewarvel, whereat | am much amazed: This, asthise plates of
Iron and Copper gilt, on the East, West, and Sofithe Arch, where these Hieroglyphics are, inrtiiddest of the
Churchyard representing the holy Passion and Restion of the Son of God this ought not to be otliss
interpreted, than according to the common Theoldgiense, saving that this black man, may as wedlaim it a
wonder of God in the transmutation of Metals, whigfigured in these Hieroglyphics, which he seiatitvely looks
upon, as to see buried so many bodies, which skalhgain out of their Tombs at the fearful dayudgement. On
the other part | do not think it needful to intexpin a Theological sense that vessel of Eartthenright hand of
these figures, within the which there is a Penlaktorn, or rather vessel of Phylosophy, if thoketaway the
strings, and join the Pen to the Inkhorne: noratheer two like it, which are on the two sides o flgures of Saint
Peter, and Saint Paul, within one of the whichrahg an N. which signifieth Nicholas, and withiretother an F.
which signifieth Flammel. For these vessels signifthing else, but that in the like of them, | halome the
Maistery three times. Moreover, he that will alsdiéve that | have put these vessels in form ot&dans to
represent this Pen and Inkhorn, and the capit&lriebf my name, let him believe it if he will, laese both these
interpretations are true.
Neither must you interpret in a Theological setmse writing which followeth, in these terms, NICHA%
FLAMEL ET PERRENELLE SA FEMME, that is, Nicholasgfhmel, and Perrenelle his wife, in as much as that
signifieth nothing, but that | and my wife have givthat Arch.
As to the third, fourth, and fifth Tables followinpy the sides whereof is written, COMMENT LES INRENTS
FVRENTOCCIS PAR LE COMMANDEMENT DV ROY HERODES, this How the Innocents were killed by the
commandment of King Herod. The theological senseeis enough understood by the writing, we musiy@geak
of the rest, which is above.
The two Dragons united together to one within ttheen of colour black and blue, in a field sablgttis to say,
black, whereof the one hath the wings gilded, &wedother hath none at all, are the sins which alyuare
enserchayned, for the one hath his original arti iom another: Of them some may be easily chasex/, as
they come easily, for they fly towards us everyrmhand those which have no wings can never be dreasay,
such as is the sin against the holy Ghost. The @&bidh is in the wings signifieth that the greatesit of sins
commeth from the unholy hunger after gold; whictkesaso many people diligently to harken from whethes
may have it: and the colour black and blue showehthese are the desires that come out of tHepilsrof hell,
which we ought wholly to fly from. These two Dragomay also morely represent unto us the LegiomvibEpirits
which are always about us, and which will accuséafore the just judge, at the fearful day of &mdgnt, which
do ask nor seek nothing else but to sist us.
The man and the woman which are next them, of anga& colour, upon a field azure and blue, sigiift tnen and
women ought not to have their hope in this Wontd,the orange colour intimates dispair, or thergtgo of hope,
as here; and the colour azure and blue, upon tteegainted, shows us that we must think of heaviihgs to
come, and say as the roule of the man doth, HOM®IZ&E ADIVICIVM DEI, that is, Man must come to the
judgement of God may show mercy unto us.
Next after this in a field of Syneple, that is greare painted two men and one woman rising agditie which
one comes out of a Sepulchre, the other two otlieoEarth, all three of colour exceeding white patk, lifting
their hands towards their eyes, and their eyesridsMdeaven on high: Above these three bodies treréwo
Angels sounding musical Instruments; as if they teltbd these dead to the day of Judgement; far these two
Angels is the figure of our Lord Jesus Christ, imadcthe world in his hand, upon whose head an Aegtiéth a
Crown, assisted by two others, which say in thailes, O pater Omnipotens, o'jesu bone, that Bater
Almighty, O'good Jesu. On the right side of thigiSar is painted St. Paul, clothed with white & lpe¥, with a
Sword, at whose feet there is a man clothed invengaf orange colour, in which there appeared pleafslds of
black and white, (which picture resembleth me wlife) and demandeth pardon of his sins, holdiscghands
joined together, from between which proceed thes@lsvwritten in a roule, DE LE MALA QVE FECI, thitto
say, Blot out the evils that | have done.
On the other side on the left hand, is Saint Rettér his Key, clothed in reddish yellow, holdingshhand upon a
woman clad in a gown of orange colour, which ishenknees, representing to the life Perrenelleclwvhbldeth her
hands joined together, having a roule where igewjtCHRISTE PRECOR ESTO PIVS, that is, Christddaeh
thee be pitiful: Behind whom there is an Angel @& Kknees, with a roule, that saith, SALVE DOMINE
ANGELORVM, that is, All hail thou Lord of Angels.Here is also another Angel on his knees, behindnmage,
on the same side that St. Paul is on, which likewisldeth a roule, saying, O REX SEMPITERNE, that King



everlasting. All this is so clear, according to éxlication of the Resurrection and future judgetnthat it may
easily be fitted thereto. So it seems this Arch natspainted for any other purpose, but to repretes: And
therefore we need not stay any longer upon it,idensig that the least and most ignorant, may watiw how to
give this interpretation.

Next after the three that are rising again, cone Angels more of an Orange colour upon a blue figdging in the
roules, SVRGITE MORTVIVENITE AD IVDICIVM DOMINI MEI, that is, Arise you dead, come to the
Judgement of my Lord. This also serves to the pm&gation of the Resurrection: As also the lasuFgg following,
which are, A man red vermillion, upon a field ofolét colour, who holdeth the foot of a winged Lipajnted of
red vermillion also, opening his throat, as it werelevour the man : For one may say that thisesHigure of an
unhappy sinner, who sleeping in a Lethargy of bisuption and vices, dieth without repentance antfession;
who without doubt in this terrible Day shall beideted to the Devil, here painted in form of a redring Lion,
which will swallow and devour him.
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CHAPTER Il
The interpretations Philosophical, according toktastery of Hermes.

| desire with all my heart that he who searchethsbcrets of the Sages, having in his Spirit pasgedthese Ideas

of the life and resurrection to come, should fingtke his profit of them : And in the second plabat he be more
advised than before, that he sound and searcletitd df my Figures, colours, and rowles; principall my

rowles, because that in this Art they speak noganly. Afterward let him ask of himself why the Eig of Saint
Paul is on the right hand, in the place where tlstam is to paint S. Peter? And on the other $idedf Saint Peter,
in the place of the figure of Saint Paul? Why tliguFe of Saint Paul is clothed in colours white getlow, and that

of S. Peter in yellow and red?

Why also the man and the woman which are at theofetbese two Saints praying to God, as if it war¢he Day of
Judgement, are apparelled in divers colours andaicd, or else nothing but bones, like them tratiaing again?
Why in this Day of Judgement they have painted & and this woman at the feet of the Saints2heyrought
to have been more low on earth, and not in heaven.
Why also the two Angels in Orange colour, which setheir rowles, SVRGITE MORTVI, VENITE AD
IVDICIVM DOMINI MELI, that is Arise you dead, comento the Judgement of my Lord, are clad in this egland
out of their place, for they ought to be on higth@aven, with the two other which play upon theérlmeents? Why
they have a field Violet and blue? But principadlizy their roule, which speaks to the dead, endkséropen throat
of the red and flying Lion?
| would then that after these, and many other dquestvhich may justly be made, opening wide thesefehis
spirit, he come to conclude, that all this, notihg\been done without cause, there must be repgexsender this
bark, some great secrets, which he ought to praytGdiscover unto him. Having then brought higdidly
degrees to this pass wish also that he would fultbkeve, that these figures and explicationsatemade for them
that have never seen the Books of the Philosopaedsyho not knowing the Metallic principles, cahbe named
Children of this Science; for if they think to umsiiand perfectly these figures, being ignoranhefftrst Agent,
they will undoubtedly deceive themselves, and néeesble to know any thing at all.
Let no man therefore blame me, if he do not easilyerstand me, for he will be more blame-worthytha
inasmuch as not being initiated into these sacnedsacret interpretations of the first Agent, (whis the key
opening the gates of all Sciences) he would nostatiding, comprehend the most subtile conceptibtieo
envious Philosophers, which are not written butfiem who already know these principles, whichreeeer found
in any book, because they leave them unto God,retealeth them to whom he please, or else causeih to be
taught by the living voice of a Maister, by Cabtdial tradition, which happeneth very seldom.
Now then, my Son, let me so call thee, both bechase now come to a great age, and also for thatay be, thou
art otherwise a child of this knowledge, (God erahke to learn, and after to work to his glory@akken unto me
then attentively, but pass no further if thou beoigint of the foresaid Principles.
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This Vessel of earth, in this form, is called bg fhilosophers, their triple Vessel, for withithére is in the
middest a Stage, or a floor, and upon that a dighplatter full of lukewarm ashes, within whichsist the
Philosophical Egg, that is, a vial of glass fullooinfections of Art (as of the feumme of the red, sad the fat of
the mercurial wind) which thou see painted in farha Penner and Inkehorn. Now this Vessel of eiartpen
above to put in the dish and the vial, under wiiighhe open gate, is put in the Philosophical fiethou knowest.
So thou hast three vessels; and the threefold lv83®eenvious have called an Athanor, a fiue, dBajneum
Marie, a Furnace, a Sphere, the greene Lion, amreégrave, a urinal, a phioll, and a Bolts-hehdhyself in my
Summary or Abridgement of Philosophy, which | cosga four years and two months past, in the eneédfier

named it the house and habitation of the Poulet tla@ ashes of the Platter, the chaffe of the Roule
The common name is an Oven, which | should nevee faund, if Abraham the Jew had not painted getber
with the fire proportionable, wherein consists aagrpart of the secret. For it is as it were tHi/ber the womb,
containing the true natural heat to animate oungadkling : If this fire be not measured Clibanicakgith Calid the
Persian, son of lasichus; If it be kindled withweosd, saith Pithagoras; If thou fire thy Vesseltls&orien, and
maketh it feel the heat of the fire, it will givieee a box on the care, and burn his flowers befayg be risen from
the depth of his Marrow, making them come out rather than white, and then thy work is spoiled ako if thou
make too little fire, for then thou shalt never #amend, because of the coldness of the natutéshwhall not have
had motion sufficient to digest them together.
The heat then of thy fire in this vessel, shall&®saith Hermes and Rofinus) according to the &t rather, as
saith Diomedes, according to the heat of a Birdciwbegins to fly so softly from the sign of Arissthat of Cancer
: for know that the Infant at the beginning is fodicold phlegm and of milk, and that too vehentesdt is an enemy
of the cold and moisture of our Embrion, and thattivo enemies, that is to say, our two element®lof and heat
will never perfectly embrace one another, but hieland little, having first long dwelt togethér,the middest of
the temperate heat of their bath, and being chabgéaing decoction, into Sulphur incombustible.
Govern therefore sweetly with equality and proportithy proud and haughty natures, for fear lettafi favour
one more than another, they which naturally arenée® do grow angry against thee through jealoasg,dry
Choller, and make thee sigh for it a long timerafBesides this, thou must entertain them in thisgerate heat
perpetually, that is to say, night and day un#é time that Winter, the time of the moisture of thatters, be passed;
because they make their peace, and join handsng beated together, whereas should these naiaces f
themselves but one only half hour without fire theould become for ever irreconcilable.
See therefore the reason why it is said in the Bifdke seventy precepts: Look that their heatiooet
indefatigably without ceasing, and that none oirttlays be forgotten. And Rafis, the haste, saiththat brings
with it too much fire, is always followed by theuil, and Error. When the golden Bird, saith Dioe&dshall
become just to Cancer, and that from thence it stialtoward Libra, then thou mayst augment the &ittle. And




in like manner, when this faire Bird, shall fly froLibra towards Capricorn, which is the desiredukan, the time
of harvest, and of the fruits that are now ripe.
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CHAPTER Il
The two Dragons of colour yellowish, blue, and kléke the field.
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Look well upon these two Dragons, for they aretthe principles or beginnings of this Philosophyjieth the
Sages have not dared to show to their own Childdenwhich is undermost, without wings, he is thed, or the
male; that which is uppermost, is the volatiletter female, black and obscure, which goes aboggtthe

domination for many months. The first is called@uwir, or heat and dryness, and the latter Argesgt, \ar cold and
moisture. These are the Sun and Moon of the Maksource, and sulphurous original, which by cardilrfire are

adorned with royal habiliments, that being unitaa afterward changed into a quintessence, theyowergome

every thing Metallic, how solid hard and stronggwer it be.

These are the Serpents and Dragons which the amkfigyyptians have painted in a Circle, the heauhdithe tail,
to signify that they proceeded from one and theestlrimg, and that it alone was sufficient, and thahe turning
and circulation thereof, it made it self perfe@hese are the Dragons which the ancient Poetsfamesd did
without sleeping keep & watch the golden Appleshef Gardens of the Virgins Hesperides. These aeupon
whom Jason in his adventure for the Golden Flegoered the broth or liquor prepared by the fair Eedof the
discourse of whom the Books of the Philosophersarill, that there is no philosopher that eveswait he hath
written of it, from the time of the truth-tellingehmes Trismegistus, Orpheus, Morienus, and the éahewing,
even unto myself.
These are the two Serpents, given and sent by {ilmad s, the nature Metallic) the which the strdtercules, that
is to say, the sage and wise man must stranglis icradle, that is, overcome and kill them, to mtdem putrify,
corrupt, and ingender, at the beginning of his watkese are the two Serpents, wrapped and twistetrabout
the Caduceus or rod of Mercury, with the which kereiseth his great power, and transformeth hineslie
lifteth. He, saith Haly, that shall kill the ondnadl also kill the other, because the one canmatlalit with his
brother.
These two then, (which Auicen calleth the Corasdstod and the Armenian dog) these two | say, beung
together in the vessel of the Sepulcher, do biteaother cruelly, and by their great poison, amebfis rage, they
never leave one another, from the moment thatllaeg seized on one another (if the cold hinder thethtill both
of them by their slavering venom, and mortal huatisof a goare bloud, over all the parts of thmidies; and



finally, killing one another, be stewed in theioper venom, which after their death, changeth tmanliving and
permanent water; before which time, they looséairtcorruption and putrifaction, their first naauforms, to take
afterwards one only new, more noble, and bettenfdrthese are the two Spermes, masculine and feginin
described at the beginning of my Abridgment of &ulphy, which are engendred (say Rafis, Auicen Adrdham
the Jew) within the Reynes, and entrails, and efojerations of the four Elements.

These are the radical moisture of metals, SulphdrAggent Vive not vulgar, and such as are solthlyMerchants
and Apothecaries, but those which give us thoseféiv@and dear bodies which we love so much. Tiese
spermes, saith Democritus, are not found upondht ef the living: The same, saith Auicen, butkeeth, that
they gather them from the dung, ordure, and roieiéthe Sun and Moon. O happy are they that Kmowto
gather them; for of them they afterwards makeazlei which hath power over all griefs, maladiesr@ns,
infirmities, and weaknesses, and which fightettsgaintly against death, lengthening the life, adogrtb the
permission of God, even to the time determinednphing over the miseries of this world, and fiflia man with
the riches thereof.

Of these two Dragons or Principles Metallic, | haaedd in my fore-alledged Summary, that the Enerayld/by his
heat inflame his enemy, and that then if they taieheed, they should see in the air a venomous famd a
stinking, work in flame, and in poison, than thee@mmed head of a Serpent, and Babylonian Dragos c@use
why | have painted these two spermes in the forrafjons, is because their stench is exceeding, gnec like the
stench of them, and the exhalations which arishimihe glass, are dark, black, blue, and yelloWli&le as these
two Dragons are painted) the force of which, anthefbodies dissolved, is so venomous, that theye is not in
the world a ranker poison; for it is able by thecevand stench thereof, to mortify and kill evenythliving. The
Philosopher never feels this stench, if he bredkhmovessels, but only he judgeth it to be sugtthl sight, and the
changing of colours, proceeding from the rottenmddss confections.

These colours then signify the putrifaction andegation which is given us, by the biting and diasioh of our
perfect bodies, which dissolution proceedeth fromemal heat adding, and from the Pontique fieissnand
admirable sharp vertue of the poison of our Mercufyich maketh and resolveth into a pure cloud, i)anto
impalpable powder, all that which it finds to reésisSo the heat working upon and against theceddimetallic,
viscous, or oily moisture, ingendereth upon thgexttbblackness. For at the same time the Mattdissolved, is
corrupted, groweth black, and conceiveth to ingenfde all corruption is generation, and thereforgght blackness
to be much disired; for that is the black sail vitik which the Ship of Theseus came back victoriora Crete,
which was the cause of the death of his Fathemsst this father die, to the intent, that from éishes of this
Phoenix another may spring, and that the son mairiop

Assuredly he that seeth not this blackness atelgahing of his operations, during the days ofShene; what other
colour soever he see, he shall altogether fatiénMaistery, and can do no more with that Chaashéoworks not
well, if he putrify not; because if he do not pfytrihe doeth not corrupt, nor ingender, and by egnsnce, the
Stone cannot take vegetative life to increase amitipty.

And in all truth, | tell thee again, that thouglothwork upon the true matter, if at the beginnadftgr thou hast put
they Confections in the Philosophers Egg, that isaty, sometime after the fire have stirred thepifupen, | say,
thou seest not this head of the Crow, the bladk@blackest black, thou must begin again, for fénist is
irreparable, and not to be amended; especiallptiamge colour, or half red, is to be feared, fatithe beginning
thou see that in thine Egg, without doubt, thownlest, or hast burnt the verdure and juelinessyoStbhne.

The colour which thou must have, ought to be itiperfected in Blackness, like to that of thesad@ms in the
space of forty days: Let them therefore which shatlhave these essential marks, retire themsbkt@ses from
their operations, that they may redeem themseheoes &ssured loss. Know also, and note it well, itlhéis Art it

is but nothing to have this blackness, there ikingtmore easy to come by: for from almost all gsiin the world,
mixed with moisture, thou mayest have a blackngatié fire: but thou must have a blackness whighe®from
the perfect Metallic bodies, which lasts a longcgpaf time, and is not destroyed in less than ffinamths, after the
which followeth immediately the desired whitend§ghou hast this, thou hast enough, but not adl fér the colour
blueish and yellowish, that signifieth that Solatiand Putrefaction is not yet finished, and thatdblours of our
Mercury are not as yet well mingled, and rotterhwtite rest. Then this blackness, and these coltaash plainly,
that in this beginning the matter, and compoundrizetp rot and dissolve into powder, less thanAtems of the
Sun, the which afterwards are changed into coaomanent.

And this dissolution is by the envious Philosopteated Death, Destruction, and Perdition, bec#liaethe natures
change their form, and from hence are proceededbsty Allegories of dead men, tombs and sepulcldtdsers
have called it Calcinatin, Denudation, Separatinituration, and Assation, because the Confectiwashanged
and reduced into most small pieces and parts. ®tiare called it Reduction into the first mattegliMication,
Extraction, Commixtion, Liquefaction, ConversionElements, Subtiliation, Division, Humation, Impat&n, and



Distiliation, because that the Confections are eaglbrought back into seed, softened, and ciralilatthin the
glass.

Others have called it Xir, or Iris, PutrefactioBqrruption, Cymmerian darkness, a gulf, Hell, DragdGeneration,
Ingression, Submersion, Completion, Conjunctiom, Binpregnation, because that the matter is bladkaaterish,
and that the natures are prefectly mingled, and ok of another. For when the heat of the Sun ethrigpon
them, they are changed, first into powder, or fat glutinous water, which feeling the heat, flyethhigh to the
poulets head, with the smoke, that is to say, thighwind and air; for thence this water melted, dralvn out of the
confections, goeth down again, and in descendidgoeth, and resolveth, as much as it can, thefdse
Aromatical confections, always doing so, until thieole be like a black broth somewhat fat. Now yea w/hy they
call this sublimation and volatization, becaudyith on high, and Ascension and Descension, kecaunounteth
and descendeth within the glass.

A while after, the water beginneth to thicken andgulate somewhat more, growing very black, likeypitch, and
finally comes the body and earth, which the envioage called Terra Foetida, that is, stinking eddhthen
because of the perfect putrefaction, which is agrabas any other can be, this earth stinks, aresg smell like
the odour of graves filled with rottenness, anchviaibdies as yet charged with their natural moisfuhés earth was
by Hermes called Terra foliata, or the Earth of/éesa yet his true and proper name is Leton, whiaktrafterward
be whitened. The Ancient Sages that were Caballiate described it in their Metamorphoses, undeHistory of
the Serpent of Mars, which had devoured the congpanf Cadmus, who slew him, piercing him with laisce
against a hollow Oak. Note this Oak.
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CHAPTER IV
Of the man and the woman clothed in a gown of Cearwdour upon a field azure and blue, and of treirles.
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The man painted here doth expressly resemble nigstiE natural, as the woman doth lively figurer®eelle. The
cause why we are painted to the life, is not paldicto this purpose for it needed but to repreaamile and a
female, to the which our two particular resemblawes not necessarily required, but it pleased #isté to put us
there, just as he hath done higher in this Arclthafeet of the Figure of Saint Paul and SaineReiccording to
that we were in our youth; as he hath likewise dar@her places, as over the door of the Chap8laaft James in
the Bouchery near to my house (although that fisrl#st there is a particular cause) as also dvedbor of Saincte
Geneviesue des Ardans, where thou mayst see mald then to be painted here two bodies, one ofla,Mad
another of a Female, to teach thee that in thisrekoperation, thou hast truely, but yet not pelfetwo natures



conjoined and married together, the Masculine Aed=eminine, or rather the four Elements; andttieafour
natural enemies, the hot and cold, dry and mogsjirbto approach amiably one towards another, gmddans of
the Mediators and Peace-makers, lay down by é&tti little, the ancient enmity of the old Chaos.
Thou knowest well enough who these Mediators arat&enakers are, between the hot and the cold ithere
moisture, for he is kinsman and allied to them btathot by his heat, and to cold by his moistdyed this is the
reason, why to begin to make this peace, thoudieestdy in the precedent operation, convertechalcbnfections
into water by dissolution. And afterward thou hastde to coagulate the water, which is turned ini® Earth,
black of the black most black, wholly to accomplils peace; for the Earth, which is cold and éinding himself
of kindred and alliance with the dry and moist, ethare enemies, will wholly appease and accord them
Doest thou not then consider a most perfect mixdfial the four Elements, having first turned themwater, and
now into Earth? | will also teach thee hereafterather conversions, into air when it shall beaddite, and into fire,
when it shall be of a most perfect purple. Theruthast here two natures married together, wheheobhe hath
conceived by the other, and by this conceptios ftiined into the body of the Male, and the Mate that of the
Female; that is to say, they are made one only betich is the Androgyne or hermaphrodite of thecignts,
which they have also called otherwise the heati®fdrow, or natures converted.
In this fashion | paint them here, because thotithas natures reconciled, which (if they be guided governed
wisely) can form an Embrion in the womb of the \&sand afterwards bring forth a most puissant Kingincible
and incorruptible, because it will be an admirahlentessence. Thus thou seest the principal antd masssary
reason of this representation: The second causehwghalso well to be noted, was because | musecéssity paint
two bodies, because in this operation it behovehthou divide that which hath been coagulatedjie
afterwards nourishment, which is milk of life, teetlittle Infant when it is born, which is enduédg,the living God,
with a vegetable soul.
This is a secret most admirable and secret, whickvént of understanding, it hath made fools offadise that have
sought it without finding it, and hath made evergmwise that beholds it with the eyes of his baulyof his spirit.
Thou must then make two parts and portions of@iagulated body, the one of which shall serve footh, to
wash and cleanse the other, which is called Lewbich must be whitened: He which is washed is thgént
Python, which, having taken his being from the @gption of the slime of the Earth gathered togethethe waters
of the deluge, when all the confections were waterst be killed and overcome by the arrows of thd Gpollo,
by the yellow Sun, that is to say, by our fire, @do that of the Sun.
He which washeth, or rather the washings which rhastontinued with the other moity; these are ¢le¢ht of that
Serpent, which the sage workman, the valiant Treseill sow in the same Earth, from whence themd "pring
up armed Soldiers, which shall in the end discothBimselves, suffering themselves by oppositioms$olve into
the same nature of the Earth, and the workmando doway his deserved conquests.
It is of this that the Philosophers have writteroften, and so often repeated it. It dissolvedfjtgéecongeals itself,
it makes itself black, it makes itself white, itl&iitself, and it quickens itself. | have madeitHield be painted
azure and blue, to show that | do but now begigetoout from the most black blackness, for the@zund blue is
one of the first colours, that the dark woman letsee, that is to say, moisture giving placetla lib heat and
dryness: The man and woman are almost all oranigeseal, to show that our Bodies, or our body whtod wise
men here call Rebis, hath not as yet digestiongmand that the moisture from whence comes the e and
azure, is but half vanquished by the dryness.
For when dryness bears rule, all will be white, an it fighteth with, or is equal to the moistua# will be in
part according to these present colours. The esviave also called these confections in this ojperalummus,
Ethelia, Arena, Boritis, Corfufle, Cambar, AlbarsaDuenech, Randeric, Kukul, Thabricis, Ebiseméxih, &c
which they have commanded to make white.
The woman hath a white circle in form of a rowlemd about her body, to show thee that Rebis wité&
become white in that very fashion, beginning fasthe extremities, round about this white cir8eala
Phylosophoru, that is the Book entitled The Phipdsays Ladder, saith thus: The figure of the fiestfct whiteness
is the manifestation of a certain little circletdir, that is passing over the head, which willegopon the sides of
the vessels round about the matter, in a kindaéine or yellowish colour.
There is written in their Rowles, Home veniet adigium Dei, that is, Man shall come to the judget@rGod :
Vere (saith the woman) illa dies terribilis erhiat is, Truly that will be a terrible day. These apt passages of holy
Scripture, but only sayings which speak accordinthé Theological sense, of the judgement to cdinave put
them there to serve myself of them towards him, e&olds only the gross outward and most naturtdice,
taking the interpretation thereof to concern ohly Resurrection, and also it may serve for themgatnering
together the Parables of the Science, take to themayes of Lynceus, to pierce deeper then thblgisbjects.
There is then, Man shall come to the judgementaaf:&ertainly that day shall be terrible. Thatsgsfd should



have said; It behoves that this come to the cadbperfection, to be judged and cleansed fromialblackness and
filth, and to be spiritualized and whitened. Surthigt day will be terrible, yet certainly, as ydwah find in the
Allegory of Aristeau, Horror holds us in prison the space of four-score days, in the darknesseofviters, in the
extreme heat of the Summer, and in the troubléseoSea. All which things ought first to pass befour King can
become white, coming from death to life, to overecaifterwards all his enemies.

To make thee understand yet somewhat better thifiddtion, which is harder and more difficult thal the rest,
for till that time thou mayest err at every stept afterwards thou canst not, except thou breakiéisgels, | have
also made for thee this Table following.
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CHAPTER V
The figure of a man, like that of Saint Paul, ckmttwith a robe white and yellow, bordered with gdididing a
naked sword, having at his feet a man on his kreted,in a robe of orange colour, black and whitgding a roule.

Mark well this man in the form of Saint Paul, clethin a robe entirely of a yellowish white. If thoonsider him
well, he turns his body in such a posture, as stibatshe would take the naked Sword, either tméfuthe head, or
to do some other thing, to that man which is orkhises at his feet, clothed in a robe of orangewowhite and
black, which saith in his roule, DE LE MALA QVAE KH, that is, Blot out all the evil which | have daras if he
should say, TOLLE NIGREDINEM, Take away from me bigckness; A term of Art: for Evil signifieth ineh
Allegory blackness, as it is often found in Turbda/lBsophorum: Seeth it until it come to blacknesgsich will be
thought Evil. But wouldest thou know what is mebpthis man, that taketh the Sword? It signifiest thhou must
cut off the head of the Crow, that is to say, @ than clothed in divers Colours, which is on hisds
| have taken this portrait and figure out of Herrmieismagistus, in his Book of the Secret Art, whieeesaith, Take
away the head of this black man, cut off the hdati@Crow, that is to say, Whiten our black. Lapiisg, that
noble German, hath also used it in the CommentinysdHieroglyphics, saying, In this wood theraiBeast all
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covered with black, if any man cut off his headwikk loose his blackness and put on a most whitewr. Will you
understand what that is? The blackness is calleti¢tad of the Crow, the which being taken awathetnstant
comes the white colour: Then that is to say, wienGloud appears no more, this body is said toitfeut a head.
These are his proper words. In the same senseaties $iave also said in other places, Take the Mip&h is
called De rexa, cut off his head, &c. that is tg,dake away from him his blackness. They have atsal this
Periphrasis when to signify the multiplication bétStone, they have fained a Serpent Hydra, whefewmfe cut off
one head, there will spring in the place thereof fer the stone augments tenfold, every time theay cut off this
head of the Crow, that they make it black, andrafeds white, that is to say, that they dissohanigéw, and
afterward coagulate it again.

Mark how this naked Sword is wreathed about wilttezk girdle, and that the ends thereof are natreathed at
all. This naked shining Sword is the stone forwinite, or the white stone, so often by the Phil¢mwop described
under this form. To come then to this perfect grarlding whiteness, thou must understand the wieggtof this
black girdle, and follow that which they teach, ais the quantity of the imbibitions. The two emdsich are not
wreathed about at all, represent the beginningla@ending: for the beginning it teacheth that yaust inbibe it at
the first time gently and scarcely, giving it theetittle milk, as to a little Child newborn, to ti@ent that Ifir, as the
Authors say, be not drowned: The like must we dih@tend, when we see that our King is full, anlll dve no
more. The middle of these operations is paintethbyfive whole wreathes, or rounds, of the blacKlgi at what
time, (because our Salamander lives of the fird,iarthe middest of the fire, and indeed is a fmed an Argent
vive, or quicksilver, that runs in the middest loé ffire fearing nothing), thou must give him abumttig in such sort
that the Virgins Milk compass all the matter rowimbut.

| have made to be painted black all these wreathgumds of the girdle, because these are the itidnb, and by
consequence, blacknesses: for the fire with thestmi@ (as it hath been often said) causeth blaskiesl as these
five whole wreathes or rounds show that you mughdgofive times wholly, so likewise they let yondw that you
must do this in five whole months, a month to everlgibition: See here the reason why Haly Abenragé, the
Coction or boiling of the things is done in threwrds fifty days: It is true that if thou count tledgtle imbibitions at
the beginning and at the end, there are seven.&\pen one of the most envious hath said, Our hetdwdCrow is
leprous, and therefore he that would cleanse imbst make it go down seven times into the Riveegéneration
of Jordan, as the Prophet commanded the leprousnétathe Syrian.

Comprehending herein the beginning, which is b tfw days, the middle, and the end, which is aésg short. |
have then given thee this table, to tell thee tiali must whiten my body, which is upon the kneesl demandeth
no other thing: for Nature always tends to pertettivhich thou shalt accomplish by the appositibWiogins milk,
and by the decoction of the matters which thoutshake with this milk, which being dried upon tbisdy, will
colour it into this same white yellow, which he wiadkes the Sword, is clothed withall, in which agithou must
make they Corfufle to come. The vestments of theré of Saint Paul are bordered largely with a goldnd red
citrine colour.

Oh my Son, praise God, if ever thou seest thisnéar hast thou obtained mercy from Heaven; Imbiltlean, and
teine it till such time as the little Infant be dgrans strong, to combat against the water anfirthen
accomplishing the which, thou shalt do that whidmagoras, Senior, and Haly have called, The puttirige
Mother into the Infants belly, which Infant the NMet had but lately brought forth; for they call tlether the
Mercury of Philosophers, wherewith they make tivainibitions and fermentations, and the Infant thalf the
Body, to teine or colour the which this Mercurygisne out. Therefore | have given thee these twardig} to signify
the Albifications, for in this place it is that thhdhast need of great help, for here all the Warlddceived.

This operation is indeed a Labyrinth, for here ¢hgresent themselves a thousand ways at the sataatirbesides
that, thou must go to the end of it, directly cangrto the beginning, in coagulating that whichdvefthou
dissolvedst, and in making earth that which betboei madest water. When thou hast made it whie Hast thou
overcome the enchanted Bulls that cast fire andkeroat of their nostrils. Hercules hath cleansedstiable full of
ordure, of rottenness, and of blackness. Jasonpluathed the decoction or broth upon the DragorSalthos, and
thou hast in thy power the horn of Amalthea whialthpugh it be white) may fill thee all the resttby life with
glory, honour, and riches. To have the which, thHzehoved thee to fight valiantly, and in manrfesiroHercules,
for this Achelous, this moist river, is indewed kvé most mighty force, besides that he often tignsds himself
from one form to another. Thus hast thou donebaltause the rest is without difficulty.

These transfigurations are particularly descrilvettheé Book of the Seven Egyptian Seals, wheresiaid (as also by
all Authors) that the Stone, before it will whofiyrsake his blackness, and become white in theédagf a most
shining marble, and of a naked flaming sword, pilt on all the colours that thou canst possiblygme, often will
it melt, and often coagulate itself, and amidsséhdivers and contrary operations (which the védxetsoul which
is in it makes it perform at one and the same tiine)ll grow Citrine, green, red (but not of a érwed) it will



become yellow, blue, and orange colour, until tteihg wholly overcome by dryness and heat, alldhiefinite
colours will end in this admirable Citrine whitesesf the colour of Saint Pauls garments, whica ghort time will
become like the colour of the naked sword; aftedsdry the means of a more strong and long decoittiaifi take
in the end a red Citrine colour, and afterwardpgbgect red of the vermillion, where it will repoigself forever.

| will not forget, by the way, to advertise theleatt the milk of the Moon, is not as the Virgins kmiif the Sun; think
then that the inbibitions of whiteness, require@erwhite milk than those of a golden rednessirfahis passage |
had thought | should have missed, and so | had oholeed had it not been for Abraham the Jew; fisr ason |
have made to be painted for thee the Figure wiaikéth the naked sword, in the colour which is nemsgsfor thee,
for it is the Figure of that which whiteneth.
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CHAPTER VI
Upon a green field, three resuscitants, or whisé @gain, two men and one woman, altogether white: Angels
beneath, and over the Angels the figure of our@avioming to judge the world, clothed with a raftech is
perfectly Citrine white.



keep this colour longer than any other after ttaell This greenness shows particularly that oun&Stath a
vegetable soul, and that by the Industry of Ai$ iturned into a true and pure tree, to bud abutgand
afterwards to bring forth infinite little sprigs @tranches. O happy green (saith the Rosary) wioelst produce all
things, without thee nothing can increase, vegetatemultiply. The three folk rising again, clothm sparkling
white, represent the body, soul, and Spirit of white Stone.

The philosophers do ordinarily use these termsrbfdhide the secret from evil men. They call Buy that black
earth, obscure and dark, which we make white: Tdadiythe Soul the other half divided from the Bodich by
the will of God, and power of nature, gives to tioely by his inbibitions and fermentations a vegletabul, that is
to say, power and vertue to bud, encrease, muliigt to become white, as a naked shining sworey Thll the
Spirit, the tincture & dryness, which as a Spidtthpower to pierce all Metallic things. | shoulkel oo tedious, if |



should show thee how good reason they had to sayaland in all places, Our Stone hath semblablyrt@an, a
Body, Soul, and Spirit. | would only that thou natell, that as a man indued with a Body, Soul apilitSis
notwithstanding but one, so likewise thou hast batvone only white confection, in the which nevetéiss there
are a Body, a Soul, and a Spirit, which are insgggrunited.

| could easily give very clear comparisons and sifums of this Body, Soul, and Spirit; but to expte them, |
must of necessity speak things which God resenvesvieal unto them that fear and love him, and eguently
ought not to be written. | have then made to batpdihere, a Body, a Soul, and a Spirit, all wtateif they were
rising again, to show thee, that the Sun and MawhMercury are raised again in this operation, ihé&b say, are
made Elements of air, and whitened: for we havetbésre called the blackness, Death; and so cantirthe
Metaphor, we may call Whiteness, Life; which commot, but with, and by a Resurrection. The Bodystow
this more plainly, | have made to be painted Igtup the stone of his tomb, wherein it was inclogéw Soul,
because it cannot be put into the earth, it coroésut of a tomb, but only | have made it be palrdeongst the
tombs, seeking its body, in form of a woman, havieg hair dischevelled; The Spirit which likewissnaot be put
in a grave, | have made to be painted in fashice m&n coming out of the earth, not from a TomkeyTére all
white; so the blackness, that is death, is vangdisand they being whitened, are from henceforwarorruptible.
Now lift up thine eyes on high, and see our Kingawy, crowned and raised again, which hath overcDeegh,
the darknesses, and moistures; behold him in tme fcherein our Saviour shall come, who shall etiéynaite
unto him all pure and clean souls, and will driveag all impurity and uncleanness, as being unwotthye united
to his divine Bidy. So by comparison (but first ikleave of the Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman €huto speak
in this manner, and praying every debonaire sopktonit me to use this similitude) see here outtevBiilir,
which from henceforward will inseparably unite uhimself every pure metallic nature, changing b ihis own
most fine silvery nature, rejecting all that is ume, strange, and Heterogeneal, or of another Bressed be God,
which of his goodness gives us grace to be aldensider this sparkling white, more perfect anaisigj than any
compound nature, and more noble next after the iahsoul, than any substance having life, or ranting life; for
it is a quintessence, a most pure silver, that patised the Coppell, and is seven times refinéti, tbe royal
Prophet David.

It is not needful to inperpret what the two Angsgiignify, that play on Instruments over the headthem which are
raised again: These are rather divine spirits,isthnthe mervails of God in this miraculous openatithan Angels
that call to judgement. To make an express difiezdretween these and them, | have given the otieeof a Lute,
the other a haultboy, but none of them trumpetschvizet are wont to be given to them that are tbusato
Judgement. The like may be said of the three Angéigch are over the head of our Saviour, wherkefdne
crowneth him, and the other two assisting, sahéirtRowles, O PATER OMNIPOTENS, O JESU BONE, ikat
O Almighty Father, O good Jesu, in rendering urito éternal thanks.
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CHAPTER VII
Upon a field violet and blue, two Angels of an Qgarcolour, and their Rowles.



virgins milk of the Sun, and that these colours eat of the Mercurial moisture which thou hasedrupon the
Stone. In this operation of rubifying, althoughareio imbibe, thou shalt not have much black, butiolets, blue
and of the colour of the Peacocks tail. For ounstis so triumphant in dryness, that as soon aM#rgury
toucheth it, the nature thereof rejoicing in hielnature, it is joined unto it, and drinketh iegdily, and therefore
the black that comes of moisture, can show itsafeblittle, and that under these colours violat blue, because
that dryness (as is said) doth by and by goverolatey.
| have also made to be painted for thee, thesedingels with wings, to represent unto thee, thatwee substances
of thy confections, the Mercurial and the Sulphgreubstance, the fixed as well as the volatileydperfectly
fixed together, do also fly together within thy sek for in this operation, the fixed body will ggnmount to
heaven, being all spiritual, and from thence it délscend unto the earth, and whethersoever thibufeliowing
everywhere the Spirit, which is always moved ugenfire: Inasmuch as they are made one selfsarneenand the
compound is all spiritual, and the spiritual altmorall, so much hath it been subtilized upon oaridle, by the
precedent operations. The natures then are her@nrded into Angels, that is to say, are madetaplrand most
subtle, so are they now the true tinctures.
Now remember thee to begin the rubifying, by thpasgition of Mercury Citrine red, but thou must pour on
much, and only once or twice, according as tholt ska occasion; for this operation ought to beedmya dry fire,
and by a dry sublimation and calcination. And tyuetiell thee here a secret which thou shalt vetgdam find
written, so far am | from being envious, that wotddsod every man knew how to make gold to his auih that
they might live, and lead forth to pasture their fiocks, without Usury or going to Law, in imifah of the holy
Patriarchs using only (as our first Fathers diddtohange one thing for another; and yet to haat they must
labour as well as now.
Howbeit for fear to offend God, and to be the imstent of such a change which prove evil, | muse taged to
represent or write where it is that we hide theskeyhich can open all the doors of the secretanfre, or to open
or cast up the earth in that place, contenting thysshow the things which will teach everyoneathom God shall
give permission to know what property the signhaf Balance or Libra hath, when it is inlightenedHey Sun and
Mercury in the month of October.
These Angels are painted of an orange colourttihé® know that thy white confections have beétila more
digested, or boiled, and that the black of theeatiahd blue hath been already chafed away by tefdir this
orange colour is compounded of the fair goldeni@tred (which thou hast so long waited for) anthef
remainder of this violet and blue, which thou relstady in part banished and undone. Furthermaseothnge
colour showeth that the natures are digested, gtittle and little perfected by the grace of God.
As for their Rowle, which saith, SVRGITE MORTVI, \"ETE AD IVDICIVM DOMINI MEI, that is, Arise you
dead, and come unto the judgement of God my LdndyEe made it be put there, only for the Theoldgiease,
rather than any other: It ends in the throat ofanlwhich is all red, to teach that this operatiouast not be
discontinued until they see the true red purpleliytike unto the Poppy of the Hermitage, and ¥kemillion of
the painted Lion saving for multiplying.



Flammel's Hieroglyphics Chapter VIII

FromHis Exposition of the Hieroglyphicall Figures whiblk caused to bee painted upon an Arch in St. kmsc
Church-yard, in ParisLondon, 1624.
Back to Hieroglyphic Figures

CHAPTER VIII
The figure of a man, like unto Saint Peter, clothred robe Citrine red, holding a key in his rigflaind, and laying
his left hand upon a woman, in an orange colouoéé,rwhich is on her knees at his feet, holdingvele.
e .

Look upon this woman clothed in a robe of orandews which doth so naturally resemble Perrendlstae was in
her youth; She is painted in the fashion of a sappupon her knees, her hands joined togethénedeet of a man
which hath a key in his right hand, which hearsdraciously, and afterwards stretcheth out hisHaftd upon her.
Wouldest thou know what this meaneth? This is tiom& which in this operation demandeth two thirgshe
Mercury of the Sun, of the Philosophers (paintedeurthe form of a man) that is to say Multiplicati@nd a more
rich Accoustrement; which at this time it is neddfu her to obtain, and therefore the man so lgyiis hand upon
her shoulder accords and grants it unto her. Bythave | made to be painted a woman? | could ashage made
to be painted a man as a woman, or an Angel refloerthe whole natures are now spiritual and caahanasculine
and feminine), but | have rather chosen to causd pavoman, to the end that thou mayest judgeghatdemands
rather this than any other thing, because thesthamnost natural and proper desires of a woman.
To show further unto thee that she demandeth Migltiion, | have made paint the man, unto whomastdresseth
her prayers in the form of Saint Peter, holdingeg, lhaving power to open and to shut, to bind arlddse, because
the envious Philosophers have never spoken of Mighition, but under the common terms of Art, APERI
CLAVDE, SOLVE, LIGA, that is, Open, shut, bind, k& opening and loosing, they have called the ngakirthe
Body (which is always hard and fixt) soft fluid,carunning like water: To shut and to bind, is witlem afterwards
by a more strong decoction to coagulate it, arfatitng it back again into the form of a body.
It behoved me then, in this place to representmwith a key, to teach thee that thou must now gpehshut, that
is to say, Multiply the budding and encreasing regufor look how often thou shalt dissolve and $ia often will
these natures multiply, in quantity, quality, arstue, according to the multiplication of ten; camirom this




number to an hundred, from an hundred to a thoydesmd a thousand to ten thousand, from ten thalisa@n
hundred thousand, from an hundred thousand tolmmiind from thence by the same operation tanityfj as |
have done three times, praised be God. And wheklikiy is so brought unto Infinity, one grain tlesf falling
upon a quantity of molten metal as deep and vatstea®cean, it will teine it, and convert it intmsh perfect metal,
that is to say, into silver or gold, accordingtashiall have been imbibed and fermented, expe#limydrying out far
from himself all the impure and strange matter,clihivas joined with the metal in the first coaguaatifor this
reason therefore have | made to be painted a Keheihand of the man, which is in the form of S&ater, to
signify that the stone desireth to be opened antifeh multiplication, and likewise to show theetlwivhat Mercury
thou oughtest to do this, & when; | have givenrien a garment Citrine red, and the woman one afgeraolour.
Let this suffice, lest | transgress the silenc@whagoras, to teach thee that the woman, thatiisstone, asketh to
have the rich Accoustrements and colour of Saiteé?8he hath written in her Rowle, CHRISTE PRECEBRR O
PIVS, that is, Jesu Christ be pitiful unto me,faghie said, Lord be good unto me, and suffer retthie that shall
become thus far, should spoil all with too muckfit is true, that from henceforward | shall norméear mine
enemies, and that all fire shall be alike unto ye¢ the vessel that contains me, is always battié easy to be
broken: for if they exalt the fire overmuch, it idkack and flying a pieces, will carry me and sow unfortunately
amongst the ashes.

Take heed therefore to thy fire in this place, gadern sweetly with patience, this admirable quoénce, for the
fire must be augmented unto it, but not too muaid Aray the soveraign Goodness, that it will ndtesuhe evil
spirits which keep the Mines and Treasures, tordgshy work, or to bewitch thy sight, when thownsalereth
these incomprehensible motions of this quintesceuitten thy vessel.
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CHAPTER IX
Upon a dark violet field, a man red purple, holdihg foot of a Lion red as vermillion, which hatings, for it
seems would ravish and carry away the man.

This field violet and dark, tells us that the stérath obtained by her full decoction, the fair Gants, that are
wholly Citrine and red, which she demanded of SBeter, who was clothed therewith, and that hermteta and
perfect digestion (signified by the entire Citnpibhath made her leave her old robe of orange colche vermilion
red colour of this flying Lion, like the pure ankkar scarlet in grain, which is of the true Granadip demonstrates
that it is now accomplished in all right and eqgiyalAnd that she is now like a Lion, devouring gvpure metallic
nature, and changing it into her true substande,tine and pure gold, more fine than that of testlmines.



Also she now carrieth this man out of this valemigeries, that is to say, out of the discommoditiegoverty and
infirmity, and with her wings gloriously lifts hinap, out of the dead and standing waters of AEgyytich are the
ordinary thoughts of mortal men) making him despise life and the riches thereof, and causing higit and day
to meditate on God, and his Saints, to swell inBEh®erial heaven, and to drink the sweet springhefountains
of everlasting hope.

Praised be God eternally, which hath given us grasee this most fair and all-perfect purple calthis pleasant
colour of the wild poppy of the Rock, this Tyriaparkling and flaming colour, which is incapableAdternation or
change, over which the heaven itself, nor his Zodan have no more domination nor power, whoséhbslining
rays, that dazzle the eyes, seem as though theyodithunicate unto a man some supercelestial thiaging him
(when he beholds and knows it) to be astonishetiletoble, and to be afraid at the same time.

Oh Lord, give us grace to use it well, to the augtation of the Faith, to the profit of our Souladao the encrease
of the glory of this noble Realm. Amen.



