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Since,Basil Valentineby Religious Vows am bound according to the Oafest. Benedict, and that
requires another manner of Spirit of Holiness, ttiencommon State of Mortals exercised in the paoph
business of this World; | thought it my duty befatkthings, in the beginning of this little Bodio, declare
what is necessary to be known to the piSpagyristinflamed with an ardent desire of tiig; as, what he
ought to do, and whereunto to direct his aim, teatnay lay such Foundations of the whole mattemag

be stable; lest his Building shaken with Winds, gepto fail, and the whole Edifice to be involved i
shameful Ruine, which otherwise, being founded amnenfirm and solid Principles, might have continued

for a long series of time. Which Admonition | judbesas, is, and always will be a necessary partyof m
Religious Office; especially, since we must all,@éiad no one of us, which now are, whether higlowr

shall long be seen among the number of Men. Faoriterns me to commend these Meditations of
Mortality and Posterity, leaving them behind met aialy that honour may be given to the Divine Majes
but also that Men may obey him sincerely in alhgs.

In this Meditation | found that there were fiverpripal Heads, chiefly to be considered by the \aise
prudent Spectators of our Wisdom and Art. Thig fafswhich is,Invocationof GOD. the second,
Contemplation of Naturéelhe third,True Preparation The fourth, The Way dfising The fifth, Utility and
Fruit. For he, who regards not these, shall never olplaite among tru€hymists or fill up the number of
perfectSpagyristsTherefore touching these five Heads we shall felewing treat, and so far declare
them, as that the general Work may be broughgtd knd perfected by an intent and studious Operati
1.[GOD TO BE FIRST INVOKED]
Invocation of GOD must be made with a certain Haivintention, drawn from the bottom of a pure and
sincere Heart, and Conscience, free from all ArabjtHypocrisy, and all other Vices, which have any
affinity with these, as Arrogance, Boldness, Prldesury, Mundane Petulancy, Oppression of the Poor,



and other dependent evils, all which are to beieated out of the Heart; that when a Man desires to
prostrate himself before the Throne of Grace, fitaiming bodily health, he may do that with a Caeisce
free from all unprofitable Weeds, that his Body nh&ytransmuted into an Holy Temple of GOD, and be
purged from every uncleaness. For GOD will not leked (which | earnestly admonish) as Worldly
Men, pleasing and flattering themselves with tlo@in Wisdom, think: GOD, | say, will not be mocked,
but the Creator of all things will be invoked witsverential fear, and acknowledged with due Obextien
And for this there is great Reason. For what hatéimMhat he must not own to be recieved from thss h
Omnipotent Creator, whether you have respect t@duy, or to the Soul, which operates the Body*hHat
no he, for sustention of this, out of his meer Mfarommunicated to us his Eternal WORD, and also
promised Eternabalvatior? Hath not he also provided food and cloathinghHerBody, and all those
things without which the Body cannot subsist? A#gte, by humble Prayer a Man obtains of that most
excellent Father, who created Heaven and Eartkthieg with things Visible and Invisible, as the
Firmament, Elements, Vegetables, and Animals. Whiclo very true, that | am certainly assured, no
Impious Man shall ever be partaker of true Medicimech less of the Eternal Heavenly Bread. Theeefor
place your whole Intention and Trust in GOD, caba him and pray, that he may impart his blesging t
you: let this be the beginning of your work, thgttbe same you may obtain your desired end, alehgth
effect what you intended.

For the Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom

Whosoever purposeth in himself to seek after thhich is the greatest of Terrene things, especihbly
knowledge of every good thing, that is in the Cueas, andsOD hath liberally imparted to Men, and
implanted (as to their effective power)$mones, Herbs, Roots, Seeds, Animals, Plants, M@mdvetals,
yea and indeed in all things; let him cast awayalithly thoughts, reject all that depends on themd,
hope for freeness of Heart, and pray unto GOD giitat lowlyness of mind: So doing, his hope of
freeness may at length be turned into freedom. WhaMan will doubt, who knows, that he alone is
GOD, who deliveredisrael from all his Enemies; which deliverance he didény deed effect, not only for
Israel, but also for all Men making humble supplicatiem$im, and praying with brokenness of Heart.
Therefore let Prayer by the first point of our Admitmn, which also is, and by us is called/okation of
GOD, which if made, not with Hypocrisy and a feigneddat, but with such Faith and Trust, as that, with
which theCenturionin Capernaunprayed; with such lowlines of mind, and confesab®ins, as the
Womanof Canaanwas endued with; with such Charity as 8smaritanshewed to the Man wounded in
the way taJerichq pouring Wine and Oyl into his wounds, paying @tsgarges in the Inn, and giving order
he should be very carefully looked to; Lastly, ¥an’s Christian Charity extends itself so farjfdse
obtain what he prays for, he would willingly comnizate of the same to his Neighbour, then he shall
unobtainably obtain Riches and Health, the ofFhimyer*

*What the Author hath premised here at large, alséwhere often inserted touching Piety, the worsiip
GOD, and Invocation of his Name, | purpose neitbguraise nor dispraise; Let them by judged by sigh
his own earnest Piety, Arguments of his sincerity signate Impresses of his fervent zeal (by soyman
Tautologies and Reiterations) often boiling up. igWdan, according to the Opinion of his mind, ahe t
presuasion, in which he was educated from his @bidl, will more or less esteem of this. It was my
business to translate the Authors writings intoitaih such a Method and Order, as | thought wduoldo
wise give any distaste to the delicate Palat ofRleader; also to indicate that, which seems pentitne the
business of every Chymist and true Spagyrist, aadonneglect the other. For since Piety is avdiator

all things, as divine Oracles teach, and the priatiexercise of Piety is Prayer; by which Celes@dits

are obtained of GOD the giver of all good thingar @uthor wills, that unto him the mind by lifted,u
even in the midstof the Operations of Chymisttydiulabour and toil. If prayer effected no otheéirtg, it
certainly collects the mind (called away from aher things) into it self and renders it apt foattwhich

is in hand; whence it comes to pass, that it réflepon many things, and considers them, whichretee
would not enter the mind, if it set about its Wpekfunctorily, and distracted with vaious Concepto
And so by the help of Prayer we receive many thiwgich we (if not ungrateful) must needs acknogged
we have obtained from GOD.How often this is foumbe of use in Spagyric Works every Man knows, that
hath any time entirely devoted himself to this bess; viz. how often those things which he longlsou
and could not find, have been imparted to him mament, and as it were infused from above, or thdta
by soem good Genius. That also is of use in disgpdll Riddles, or Enigmatical Writings: For if ydourn
with a great desire of knowing them, that is Praysrd when you incline your mind to this or that,
variously discussing and meditating many thingss, ilCooperation; that your Prayer may not be jdie
tempting GOD: yet this your endeavour is in vaintiluou find the Solution. Nevertheless if youpdes



not, but instantly persist in desir, and ceaseframn labour, at length in a moment the Solutior fail in;
this is Revelation, which you cannot receive urjesspray with great desire and labour, using your
utmost endeavour; and yet you cannot perceive,frmw all those things (of which you thought) which
were not the Solution of the Enigma, the Soluti@elf arose. This unfolding of the Riddle opengao the
mystery of all great things, and shews how avadldayer is for the obtainment of things Spiritaad
Eternal, as well as Corporal and perishing goodsdavhen Prayer is made with a Heart not feigned, bu
sincere; you will see that there is nothing motddi the acquiring of what you desire. Let thegHise to

be spoken of Prayer, which Basilius and all Philasers with him do not vainly require, as an
Introduction to Chymistry. For Piety is profitabier all Works, especially for Great Undertakings.

2. Next in order aftePrayeris Contemplationby which | understand an accurate attention eddtiisiness

it self, under which fall these considerationstficsbe noted. As, what are t@ércumstancesf any thing,
what theMatter, what theForm, whence its operations proceed, whence it is édusd implanted, how
generated by th8tars conformed by th&lementsproduced and perfected by the thiRganciples Also

how the body of every thing may be dissolved, ihatesolved into the firdtlatter, or first Essenceof
which | have already made mention in other of mitimgs) viz. how the last Matter may be changed into
the first, and the first into the last.*

*What are here set down, touching the true Thedfgtolosophy, are compendiums of those things, twhic
Philosophers have in os many Books (writ aboustmae business) revealed, shall | say, or concealed.
Attend to the words of the Author, and you will, gkat he perfectly knew that Spirit penetratinbthings,
which presides or bears rule in all things, yeingolved and absconded matter and defilements eryev
side; from which if once freed, it returns to theity of its own substance, in which it producelhtlaings,
and is all in all. To comment upon this, would beak no less than the producing of all Books of
Philosophers, compiled with such accurate studg, @ntending with so great contention about the
Theory.

This Contemplationwhich absolves the second part of our AdmonitisiGelestial, and to be understood
with Spiritual Reason; for the circumstances anatiief every thing cannot be perceived any other,wa
then by the Spiritual Cogitation of Man: and tBigsntemplatioris twofold. One is called possible, the other
impossible. The later consists of copious cogitetjavhich never proceed to effects, nor exhibit fomsn

of a matter, which falls under the Touch. As if ame should endeavour to comprehend the Eternitiyeof
Most High, which is vain and impossible, yea a &jainst the Holy Spirit, so arrogantly to pry ithe
Divinity itself, which is Immense, Infinite, and Eternaldan subject the incomprehensive Counsel of the
Secrets of GOD, to humane Inquisition. The othet pContemplationwhich is possible, is called the
Theory This contemplates that, which is perceived bychoand Sight, and hath a formidturein time:
this considers, how that nature may be helped anféqied by Resolution of it self; how every bodgym
give forth from it self, the good or evil, VenomeMedicine latent in it; how Destruction and Comtian

are to be handled, whereby under a just Title, wittSophistical deceits, the pure may be severdd an
seperated from the impure. TI8gperations instituted and made by divers manual operatiand various
ways; Some of which are vulgarly known by exper&rathers remote from vulgar experience. These are,
Calcination, Sublimation, Reverberation, CirculatjdPutrefaction, Digestion, Distillation, Cohobatio
Fixation,and the like of these; all degrees of which arenébim operating, learned, perceived and manifest
by the same. Whence clearly appears what is mogeabht is fixed, what is white, red, black, blew,
greenyiz. when the operation is rightly Instituted by theifieer, for possibly the Operator may err, and
turn aside from the right way; but thdatureshould err, when rightly handled, is not possilbleerefore if
you shall err, so thataturecannot be altogether free, and released from tulyBn which it is help
Captive, return again into your way, learn Tieorymore perfectly, and enquire more accurately in the
method of operating, that you may find the fourmtatind certainty in Seperation of all things. Whih
matter of great concern. And this is the seconddation of Philosophy, which follows tiirayer. for in
that the sum of the matter lies, and is containetiése words. Seek first tKengdom of GODand his
Justiceby Prayer, and all other things, which Man seeks in thesmfarals, and he hath need of, either for
the sustentation or health of his body, shall bdeddo you.

3. Next to theTheory which researcheth out the inmost properties iofjh) followsPreparation which is
performed by Operations of the hands, that sormen@& may be produced. FroRreparationariseth
Knowledgeviz. Such, as opens all the fundamentals of Mediciper&tion of the Hands requires a
diligent application of it self, but the praise®dience consists in experience, but the differeficbese
Anatomydistinquisheth, *Operation shews how all thingsyrha brought to light, and exposed to sight
visibly: but knowledge shews the practice; and,thviience the true Practitioner is, and is no othen



confirmation: because the operation of the handsifests something that is good, and draws the tated
hidden nature outwards, and brings it to lightdood. For, as in Spirituals, the way of the Lortbide
prepared; so also in these things, the way is tope@med and prepared; so also in these thingsyakes to
be opened and prepared, that no errour be fromghepath, and the Process may be made, without
devious errours, in the direct way to health.

*Manual Operation is chiefly required in this thiRhrt, without which, every Operation, like a Ship
wanting Ballast, floats and is uncertain. It isfatifilt to express this with a Pen; for more is leed by

once seeing the work done, then can be taughtebwithing of many Pages; yet if it be no offencgada,

to peruse these Commentaries together with Bagiliuthis so necessary part) will not a little help

4. After Preparation and especially after separation of the good ftioenevil, we are to proceed to the
*Useof the weight or dose, that neither more, nor thes is fit, may be given. For above all thingye t
Physician ought well to know, whether his Medicamaitl be weak or strong, also whether it will do
good, or hurt, unless he resolve to fatten theathyard, and with the loss of his fame, and hanatds
own soul.

*By Use, the Authour understands what others cafie)éor what will a good Medicine profit you, ifiyo
know not in what quantity to administer it; thaettame may rather heal, then hurt or kill. By eiqraze
only to learn this, is a work full of perilous caditly, yet the Discipline or knowledge of Doses Wasd
out this way first, and afterward easily taughtWyrds. Where a living Voice is wanting, it is safebe
too timerous, then in any wise bold or adventuralithough of Antimony | can affirm, that being duly
prepared it is as harmless a medicine as Cassidlamnna. The whole caution is chiefly about its @astsr
the first preparations; because it may still retamuch of its own crude Venom.

5. After the Medicament is taken into the body, anthtiffused it self through all the Members, that i
may search out those defects against which it wasrastered, th&Jtility comes to be considered; for it is
possible that a Medicament diligently prepared, extubited in due weight, may do more hurt thendyoo
in some Diseases, and eem to be Venom rather tleglicMe. Hence an accurate reflexion is to be nade
those things, which profit or help; and they alggdntly to be noted, that we may be mindful to erve

the same in other cases.

Yet both in the tJseandUtility, this one thing is necessary to be considenedwhether the Disease be an
external and open wound, or only an internal atehtzevil: for as the difference of these is greatthe
way of curation is not the same. Therefore thedmotf every Disease is to be knwon, that it may be
understood, whether the same may be cured by extenmedies only, or must from within be driven
outwards.

*That Indication is to be taken from things helpémgl hurting, is known even to Tyro’s. But what the
Author subjoyns touching internal and external d¢ioa, are not so rude, as not to deserve good #tten
And also those things which he permixeth with hig &atyrical Reprehension, if the Reader be so asse
to believe that Basilius intermixed them to detber ainworthy deriders of Chymistry from approaching
his sacred Arcanums, he will be wise for himsedf. Whilst others rail and swell with indignationeh
gathers the fruit of the Authors Axioms, which asther Agent he scattered among these Thorns. Whils
you, O lover of Chymistry, peruse these, so loig weep silence.

For if the Center of the Disease by within, sudfieadicine must be given, as can search out, appdetuath
restore that Center; otherwise the Physicians laiilbe fruitless and in vain.

Moreover, if there be an internal Disease, whiébedin, and is fed from an internal Original, it mosver
be driven inward by external remedies; for greatadimmodity will thence ensue, and at length Death
itself. Which may be understood by the similitudedree; for if any one, whilst it germinates mwers,
repels the Humours to the Interiours, whence theggeded to the nutriment of the earth; that Tridebe
so far from bringing forth the desired Fruit by flewer, that a suffocation of the same arisetmfithe
violent conjunction of humours not finding any dett- Therefore there is great difference betweestfr
wounds inflicted by Prick, Cut, or any other wagdahe old which derive their Original from withiRor
the fresh wounds may be perfectly cured by exterakdies only; but in those, which are nourisledhf
within, an external application of Oyls, Balsomsiduents, and Plaisters profits little, unless therhal
Fountain be stopped, whence the humours flow t@tternal parts. When the Fountain shall be stopped
the Flux will cease, and the evil may easily beeduwith Diet only. It is no great point of Art te&l any
fresh wound; for this every Country-man can easifgct with crude Lard: but to remove all Symptomes
which happen in wounds, and to dry up the Fourdgathe evil, this is the work, and this the labotithe
Artist.

[DOCTORS REPREHENDED]



Now come hither, you physicians, how many so elvere be of you, that arrogate to your selves thle Ti
of Doctor of either Medicineyiz. of internal and external Diseases; understarttig/ditle of your honour,
and consult your own Conscience, and see, whethergcieved that fror@OD, that is, possess it in
verity, or whether you usurp it as a form, for honesake. For, as much as Heaven is distant froriénth,
so vastly different is the Art of healing interiizikeases, from the Sanation of external woundselfTitle
be given to you bs0D, the sam&OD will give a Blessing, Felicity, Health and happseats; but if your
Title be vain, and only devised and assumed foritionb all things will evilly succeed to you: yotionour
will fail, and you will prepare for your self Hefire, which can no more be extinguished, then it ba
expressed by words. For Christ said to his Dissipfeu call me Lord and Master, and ye do well,
Therefore whosoever assumes a Title of Honouhitatsee, whether he do well, and whether he ascribe
not more to himself, than he knows and hath legrwbéth is the real abuse of this Title. For hepwiill
write himself Doctor of either Medicine, ought toderstand, know, and be well skilled in battz, the
Internal and External Medicine. Nor should he beomnt of Anatomy, that he may be able to shew the
Constitution of the Body, and discover from whatrMeer every Disease proceeds, together with its
Fountain and cause. Also remedies, with which hg coge the Disease, and circumstances of external
Wounds, are to be understood by him. G&gaD! where will the Title be found, what will becométbe
Master, when an exact Trial shall be made, foralisdng the ignorance of theBectorsof either
Medicine?

In times past, long before my days, the Doctorsleflicine did themselves cure External wounds, and
judged that a part of their Office; but in theseds, they take Servants, whom they employ in tttésgs,
and this way the noblest of Arts is become a Meitka@peration; and some of those who exercisedt, a
indeed so very rude, as they know not Letters,sgagdcely know how (according to the Proverb) toelri
an Ass out of the Corn. These, | say, profess, sebras Masters in curing wounds, and Doctors of
Doctors; and to speak the truth as it is, they mag better right glory in this Title, they thou gméficent
Doctor, umbratical Chyrugion, and most ignorant 8eeof Titles, why do you style yourself Doctor of
either medicine? What more now Master Doctor, vélagtyou, most expert Chyrurgion? | pray be not
offended at this, or take it amiss; for you youf séll quickly confess, if you do but seriously esider
wounds made by Prick or Cut, that you have as rknclwledge in the cure of them, as is in the Brdia o
dunghill Cock, which Children learning their A.B.&e wont to set in the Frontispiece of their Prime
[TRUE DOCTRINE, WHEREIN IT CONSISTS]

Therefore | persuade all Men, of what state or ¢amdsoever, who are desirous of Learning, fromryo
Masters to search out the true Doctrine, which ist&iénPreparation and afterward in th&se
[OPERATIONS AND UTILITY GIVE EXPERIENCE] so they,rog/ou, shall possess the Title assumed
with honour, and Men will undoubtedly have confiderin you, and you will in very deed do them good,
then will you to the Eternal Creator give thanksdially without feigning. But let every Man seridys
think with himself, what it is he ought to do, antlat he is to omit, and whether he doth justly mjustly
use the Title assumed. For he, who assumes amy ditght especially to understand the conditiothaff
Title, and why he assumed it, or what the true f@tion is. It is not sufficient, if anyone iwth thalgar
say (saving your reverence, let the more delicada phrdon us, if we intending to speak to the psgpo
make mention of putrefaction) this is egregiousgjunhath a strong and grievous ill savour, andvkmot
how it comes to pass, that a Man, who perhapsfeadisof a most grateful taste and odour, and well
accommodated to his natural Appetite, thence mekeement endued with qualities so contrary, and
yielding an odour so very ungrateful, and repugtamature: of which there is no other reason, then
natural putrefaction and corruption. The same happeall Aromatical well smelling things. It iseh
Philosophers part to enquire, what odour is, anéneh it receives its virtues, and in what the eirod it
may be made manifest to true profit. For the Emrtiourished and fattened by stinking dung, andenob
Fruit is produced of it. Of this matter there ig noe cause only, but our Book would swell to agehu
Volume, if we should but briefly hint at all natuGenerations and mutations; y@igestionand
Putrefactionare the principal keys of them. For fhiee andAir make a certaiMaturation, by which a
Transmutation of th&arth andWatermay follow; and this is also a certain mutatiopwhich of evil
smelling Dung a most fragrant Balsam may be prodiuaed on the contrary, of most grateful Balsam ill
favoured Dung. But perhaps you will say, why dadduce examples of so very rude and absurd? | do
confess the example is taken from a Cottage, rétieera Royal Court; yet a prudent considerer iogth
more accurately diving into the matter, will easilyderstand, what such examples intimate to timthat
of the highest things the lowest are made, andbtluest the highest, so that, of a Medicament islpced



of Venome, and of Venome Medicine; of the swedtehiacid, and corrosive; and on the contranhef t
corrosive, another thing more profitable.

[NATURE ABSCONDED FROM MEN]

O goodGOD, how much is Nature absconded from Men, so thaisslems to disdain to be wholly seen by
us? But since thou hast ordained so very shomae ¢if our Life, and thou the Judge of all, resetrnesny
things to thy self in the Creatures, which thout hefs to be admired, not known, by us, and of viahicou
alone wilt be the beholder and Judge, grant untotina¢ unto my Life’s end | may keep thee and my
Saviour in my Heart, that besides health and necessof the body, which though hast liberally basd,

| may also acquire the health of my Soul and SmtiRiches; of which inestimable good | am freexhfr
all doubt by that thy mercy, in which, for my sofdr me a miserable sinner, thou didst (on the Difetbe
Cross) shed Sulphur and Balsom; which is indeedif@rous Venom to the Devil, but to us Sinners, a
most present remedy. | do certainly heal my Brethas far as concerns the Soul, by Prayer, anelation
to the body, with apt Remedies; therefore | hogs thill on their parts use their endeavour, thaythvith
me, and | with them, may at length inhabit the Tahele of the Most High, and in him oGIOD enjoy
Eternity.

[SPIRIT VIVIFICATIVE, AND OPERATIVE] But to returrto my Philosophy oAntimony | would have
the Reader, before all other things, to understtirad all things contain in themselves operative an
vivificative Spirits; which inhabiting in the Bodged and nourish themselves, and are sustaindukby t
Body. Elements themselves want not these Spirttigciw(the livingGOD permitting that) whether they be
good or evil, have their Habitation in tehm. Mem gnimals have in them a living operating Spiritiah
receding from them, nothing but a Carkass remémniderbs, and all things bearing Fruit, a SpiriSafnity
exists; otherwise they could not, by any Prepanati@ reduced to Medicinal use. Metals and all kilse
are endued and possessed with their own incompsédterspirit, in which, the power and virtue of all
their possible effects, consists. For whatsoevaeiitisout Spirit, wants Life, and contains in itset
vivifying Virtue. Therefore, you are to know, tHatAntimonyalso there is a Spirit, which effects
whatsoever in it, or can proceed from it, in arisible way and manner, no otherwise, than as in the
Magnetis absconded a certain invisible power, as wd siatle largely treat in its own place, where we
speak of théMagnet

[SPIRITS OF VARIOUS KINDS]

But there are various kinds of Spirits;* visibleth@ Intellect, and endued with Spiritual knowledgaich
notwithstanding cannot (when they will) be toucleedpprehended, as Natural Men are touched;
[SPIRITS OF THE ELEMENTS] especially they, who hakeir fixed Residence in Elements, as are the
Spirits of Fire, Lights and other Objects formaligrting out Light from themselves: such a&igy Spirits,
who inhabit the AirAgueousSpirits living in Waters; and@ierreneSpirits living in the Earth, which we
Men callEarthly Men, which are chiefly found in wealthy mines létEarth, where they shew and
discover themselves to us.

*What follow, seem somewhat confused, accordineadGentiments of certain Theologicians, who have
held various opinions of Spirits residing in thedsiAir, and other Elements; adjudging them to Bternal
Fire of Hell. All which with Basilius, we leave asknown, to the Judgement of the Divine KnowleBge.
what he himself subjoyns, touching the wonderftli@iand power of Antimonial and all other Chymical
Spirits, which we our selves with so great adminathave often seen, we understand only of material
Spirits; which certainly are endued with as greatues, and effect things no less wonderful therséh
Spirits, which Phantastick persons (oppressed Mighancholy) affirm they see and talk with; yea hoat
remember that | ever found written or declared gbgh, as taking a liberty of lying, endeavour tegsle
or terrify others) any greater or more wonderfuttues then these Spirits have.

[SPIRITS WANTING SPEECH)]

These Spirits are endued with Senses and Undenstaikthow Arts, and can change themselves into
divers Forms, until the time of their Judgement; Wwhether a definitory sentence ought to be proonedn
against them as yet, or no, that | leave to theiBence of the Divine Majesty, from whom nothinghid.
There are other Spirits, wanting speech, which eashew themselves visibly in the very act; ang e
those which live in Animals, as in Men and the JikePlants also and in Minerals; nevertheless traxe
in themselves an occult and operative Life, andifesinand discover themselves by their efficacious
power of operating, which they contain in and tezout themselves, and most apparently give tesgimon
of their virtue of healing, whensoever that (byphef the Art) is extracted from them, being accelsat
seperated from their body. After the same manherefficacious Spirit, and operative poweroitimony
manifests its gifts, and distributes them among Meing first loosed from its own body, and freeshi



all its bonds, so, that it is able to penetrate, i@mder fit to be applyed to those Uses, whichAttidicer
proposed to himself in Preparation.

[ARTIST AND VULCAN OUGHT TO AGREE]

But the Artist and/ulcanought to agree: [FIRE MAKES SEPERATION] the Fiieas seperation for an
operative power, and the Artificer forms the matfEXAMPLE, OF A BLACKSMITH] As a Black-smith
useth one sort of Fire, also Iron only is his nratsghich he intends for forming divers Instrumeriisr
some times of it he makes a Spit, at another timesétshoes, another time a Saw, and at length
innumerable other things, every of which servegHat Use, unto which the Smith intended it, altjiou
the matter is but one, which he prepares for soyrdarers uses. So @ntimonyvarious works may be
made for different uses: in which the Artist is Bwmith that forms; [VULCAN, THE KEYMulcanis as it
were the key which opens; and Operations and Yglite experience, and knowledge of the Use. O! if
foolish and vain Men had but Ears to hear, andeges with understanding, not only for hearing what
write, but for understanding tiecanumand knowledge of the use; assuredly they wouldsack in those
insalubrious and turbid Potions, but hasten toetiesped Fountains, and drink of the Well of Life.
[DOCTORS REPREHENDED]

Therefore let the World know, that | shallprovedagretended Doctors, who seem to be wise, to beemr
Fools and Idiots,and cause many unlearned Mens(lmit as are studious Disciples of my Doctrine) to
become true Doctors in very deed. Wherefore | kekemnly cite and invite all Men, who earnestlyiesp
to knowledge, with a chearful mind, good Conscigarel certain hope, to embrace and become Spectator
of our Doctrine, and accurately to peruse my Wggiand Informations; for so, at length, they (being
possesors of what they sought) will extol and comanme after death, rendering my mortal name
immortal, with their perpetual remembrance of mgiges, as long as the World endures. But if wham |
dead, any one be pleased to institute a disputatitire Schools against me, my writings will fulpswer
all his Objections, and | am assured my Disciplésngver forget the benefit received from me, blyieh
they will obtain the Empire of Truth, which ever sv@ me, and always will be to them, sufficient to
suppress a Lie to the Worlds end.

[ANTIMONY OF 2 KINDS]

Also let the well meaning and sincere observer wfkAow, that there are two kinds of Antimony very
different from each other: one is fair, pure, ahd golden property, and that contains very miiancury,
but the other which hath mu@&ulphuris not so friendly to gold as the first, and istoliguished by fair
long and white shining streaks. Therefore one iserfibfor Medicine andilchemy then the other: as
when the Flesh of Fishes iscompared with the Féésither Animals, although both these are, and are
called Flesh, yet each of these very much diffemsfthe Flesh of the other; even scAotimonythe
difference is the same. Many do indeed write ofititerior virtue ofAntimony but few of tehm ever taught
the true Foundation of the virtues with which ieisdued, or found out which way, or in what mariher
recieves them; So that their Doctrine is foundednuwords only, exists without any true foundatiang
they themselves lose the fruit they hopes to reckiwsuch Writings. For to write truly éintimonyis a
work that requires profound Meditations, a mindjidy unfolding itself, and knowledge of its manifol
Preparation and of the tru&oulof it, in which all the Utility is cited, and whicbeing known you may be
able to give an indubitate Judgement, of what@vgood, Venom or Medicine is latent therein. lhdg a
matter of small moment by a triixamerto search inté\ntimony and thereby to penetrate fundamentally
into its Essence, and through earnest study tmadtta final knowledge thereof, that the Venenosityhe
same (against which unskilful Men ignorantly exelaimay be taken away, and it be changed and preépare
into a better State, becoming a Medicine fit fog asd void of Venom.

[ARTISTS VEX, WREST AND TORMENT ANTIMONY]

Many Artists intending to Anatomiz&ntimony have divers ways vexed, wrested and tormentedatime,
in such wise as it cannot be well described in V¥pnauch less believed; yet, the matter being truely
examined, they effected nothing. For they soughitadrue Soul, and therefore could not find tbgyhed
Soul of it, which themselves sought. By the blackda@rs a mist was cast before their Eyes, so Het t
could neither observe the true Soul itself, nornkito [ANTIMONY COMPARED TO A CIRCLE] For
Antimonylike untoMercury, may fitly be compared to a round Circle, of whibbre is no end; in which
the more diligently any Man seeks, the more hesfjiifdProcess be made by him in a right way and due
order. Yet the Life of no one Man is sufficient fum to learn all the mysteries thereof. It is Vanand a
most swift poison, also it is void of Venom and astnexcellent Medicine; whether it be used outwaaodl
inwardly. Which is a thing hid form most Men by sea of their own blindness; and they judge it an
incredible, foolish and vain work, because (throtlgir ignorance) it is unknown to them, who can no



otherwise be excused, then that they deserve the oé Stupidity: yet that is not to be sufferedhiam,
because they desire not to learn or be betterrivddy either here, or elsewhere.

[ANTIMONY ENDUED WITH THE 4 FIRST QUALITIES]

Antimonyis endued with all the four first qualities; itdeld and humid, and against it is hot and dry, and
accommodates it self to the four Seasons of the géso it is volatile and fixed. The volatile paftit is
not void of Venom, but the fixed is free from alinenosity; which is so very strange, as it mayepeited
one of the seven Wonders of the World, of whiclmsmy Writers have discoursed, not knowing
themselves what they writ. [ANTIMONYS VIRTUES INEXAUSTIBLE] There hath been no *Man
before me, and at this day there is none found, lvetb so thoroughly learned the power, virtue rsftie,
operations, and efficacy éntimony or so profoundly penetrated into all tBeergythereof, as nothing
more is latent in it unfound out, or which cannetdsought to light by experience. If such a Manlddae
found he would be worthy to be carried about riamphal Chariot as in times past was granted to
Monarchs and potent Heroes, after they had hapgilght Battles, and were returned with Victory. But
fear, that many of our Doctors will be constraitegrovide a Chariot for themselves.

*Here the Author speaks largely in commendationrairdony. Read, read (I say) O Lover of Chymistry,
and you will find nothing Hyperbolical, nor anytlimhrasnick. Basilius in speaking as he doth, tmath
exhausted the Praises of Antimony; because no M#mthis day could ever experience all its Virtuage
have seen many of its Effects, and many new Effextdaily found by curious Searchers, yet manyemor
remain unknown. So that, as in Fire is an inexhialesFountain; (for the more you take from it, there

it gives) so in Antimony is an inestimable Treasafreew Virtues. For if from it you extract its Aae a
thousand times, it will a thousand times, yield Wag&tum. Nature seems to have made choice of this
Mineral, therein to hide all her Treasures. Therefoot without reason hath Basilius made for it a
Triumphant Chariot, which is daily enriched withdyts taken from the Camps of Ignorance.

For the Masters of this terrene World are so intishgyith their own Thoughts, that they seek notHiagn
Antimony but Riches, and forget to search itstytilor medicine, and the Health of the Body, which
notwithstanding ought above all things to be soutiatt (being brought to Light) the wonderful Works
our GOD may be made manifest, and the Glory given to kiith great thankfulness. It is not to be
denyed, but that more of Riches and Health maybed in it than either you all, or | myself, caribee:
for | profess my self no other than a Discipletie Knowledge of Antimony, although in it | have see
experienced and learned more than you, and allasiglou are (who arrogate to yourselves great skill
therein) either have learned, or ever can learhngeévian should therefore be troubled, or desphair o
Benefits; but because the World, indulging theindwngratitude, have neither esteemed, nor with due
Reverence acknowledged the Munificence of the Migh, but have preferred Riches before Health,
GOD hath spread as it were a Spider's Webb before Eyads, that being blind they might not know the
Secrets of Nature absconded in the Form of thisek4in

[RICHES REQUIRED BY ALL]

All men cry out Rich, Rich we would be. | confessuyall aspire to Riches, and with the Epicure 3ég
Body must first be provided for, the Soul may agtk also find somewhaand withMidas(as in the
Fable) you desire that all things whatsoever yaigchonay be turned into Gold. Hence it is, that smyn
seek their desired RichesAmatomy But because they accept not that Gift of the ©reaith a grateful
Heart, which before all Things should be procused cast the Love of their Neighbour behind thairky
therefore they in vain look the Horse in the Moutr;they know his Age and Strength no more than th
Guests at the Marriage-FeasQanaof Galilee knew the wonderful Work, whic@hrist there wrought,
when he turned Water into Wine. They knew, that&\Wiras Water, and that the Water was turned into
Wine, they perceived by the Taste; but how thah3imautation happened was hid from them. For the Lord
JESUS, our Saviour, reserved the Supernatural \téonknself, as a Testimony of his Omnipotency.
Wherefore | say, it is every Man’s duty, to seavchthe Mysteries andrcanumswhich the Creator hath
insited in all Creatures; for although (as we s#i® not Credible, that we Men can thoroughlyrfeand
penetrate all Things; yet we are not forbid to inginto them, since by Study and Diligence so muonzty
be effected, as although through some defect atnbe hindred in such wise, as he cannot attaimeto
desired Riches and perfect Sanity, yet he may ee@mough to occasion him not to repent of his uabo
but rather to minister unto him matter of Joy amjidicing, that he sees himself so farfateptist as he
stands always obliged to render thanks tadChisator.

[SOLUTION WHEN NECESSARY]

Therefore, whosoever desires to become a perfeatofmist ofAntimony the first thing to be considered
by him is Solution of the Body; and in order tosthie must take it in a convenient place, and mepo



himself the right way, that he be not seduced dtgaious Paths. Secondly he must observe the Gawegna
of the Frie, taking Care that it be neither too muwr too little, or too hot, or too cold. For themm of all
is sited in an exact Governance of the Fire; bycthine vivifyingSpiritsof Antimonyare extracted, and
loosed from their bonds, and so rendered capabtatofest their Effects operatively. Also he madtet
great Care, that this Operative Virtue be not mMget and persih Adustion. [DOSE, OBSERVABLE]
Thirdly the Use or Dose is to be observed by hirat he may administer it in due manner, knowing the
Measure, as | above mentioned, when | spake diiégrincipal Heads requisite in the Exercise and
Practise of Chymistry; but here | only hint atutrsorily by way of a parable.

By Resolutiorthe sum of the Matter is proposed, but by Fiie irepared to profit. For a Butcher cuts out
an Ox, and divides it into parts, but no Man carfitably enjoy this Flesh, unless he first boyyt Fire,

by which Operation the Red substance of the Feshanged and prepared into white Aliment. If a Man
constrained by hunger, should eat that Raw andflRsld, it would be Venom to him rather than Medéin
because the natural Heat of the Stomach is too tweedncoct and digest that crude Body. Hence, eay d
Friend, you may conclude, that sinsstimonyhath greater Venom, and a more gross Mineral Boaly
Animal Flesh (as by the above recited common Exarhphve already shewed) it will also prove more
perillous, if used Crude, without remain Venom, ethwill suddenly kill the Sick. [VINEGAR, NOT
TRANSMUTABLE INTO WINE] Therefore the Venenosity dintimonyis so to be taken away, as it may
never against be converted into Venom, after theesamanner, as Wine, which being once, by putrefacti
and corruption turned into Vinegar, never afterwgigdds any Spirit of Wine, but always is and rensai
Vinegar. but on the Contrary, if the Spirit onlytbe Wine be seperated, and the Aquosity left $sffitand
the same Spirit afterward exalted, it will neverimy wise be changed into Vinegar, although it khbe
kept an hundred Years; but will always remain $piriWine, no otherwise, then as Vinegar remains
Vinegar.

[WINE, TRANSMUTABLE INTO VINEGAR, HOW]

This Transmutation of Wine into Vinegar is a worfdeThing; because somewhat is produced from Wine,
which was not before in its vegetable Essence.Highwit is also to be noted, that in distillatiohWine the
Spirit first comes forth; but (on the contrary)distilling Vinegar the Phlegm first comes, afterdiaine
Spirit, as | have shewed above in its own placesreth also made mention of this Example. [SPIRIT OF
WINE, VOLATILZE] Therefore Spirit of Wine makes B@s volatile, because itself is volatile; [SPIRIT
OF VINEGAR, FIX] but Spirit of Vinegar fixeth all dicaments, as well of Minerals as Vegetables, and
renders them solid, so that they apprehend thirngd ,fand expel fixed Diseases.

[ANTIMONY CONTAINS ITS OWN VINEGAR]

*Consider and observe these things diligently;tfis principal Key is of great concern. Therefore
Antimony which contains in itself its own Vinegar, ougbtite so prepared, as all its Venenosity may be
taken away, and he, who useth it, conceives no Mehereby, but rather drives away and casts out all
Poison from himself, by the use thereof.

*Beleive not only Basilius, but me also, with theedraith and sincerity affirming to you; this ietfirst
Key, this is the principla part of the whole Attig opens to you the first Gate, this will alsoagi the last,
which leads to the Palace of the King. But as tisabt only beleive, but also consider and obsdtrere
you stand in the Entrance, if you miss the Dodryalir Course will be Error, all your Hast Ruinenéall
your Wisdom Foolishness. He who obtains this Keg, kaows the Method (which is called Manual
Operation) by which to use it, and has strengttuta the same, will acquire Riches, and an opersBgs
unto the Mysteries of Chymistry.

Therefore Preparation of Antimony consists in they if Alchimy, by which it is dissolved, opened,
divided and seperated; asGalcination, Reverberation, Sublimation, eds.we declared above it. Also in
extracting its Essence, and in vivifying its Menguwhich Mercury must afterward be precipited iato
fixed powder. Likewise by Arts and due Method,tahy be made an Oyl, which is effectual wholly to
consume that new and unknown Disease, whiclrteech in their Warlike Expeditions, brought into our
Regions. The same is visible in other Preparatidesyed from theSpagyrickArts and Alchimy; as for
Example: [EXAMPLE, OF BEER] If anyone would makedéB@f Barley, Wheat, or other Corn, all these
degress must be most perfectly known to him, bdfierean from those Grains extract their most subtil
Essence and virtue, and reduce the same into agffiestcious Drink. First, the Grains must be sogo
steeped in Water, as until they be able sufficigtl open and resolve themselves (as |, when lavas
Young Man, travelling int&englandandHolland, diligently observed to be done in those pladais)is
calledPutrefactionandCorruption This Key being used, the Water is drawn off fribra Grain, and the
macerated Corn is laid on Heaps close togetherledingo for a due time, until it spontaneously ceine



heat, and by the same heat, germinating, the Gaaihsre each to other: thishgyestion.This being
finished, the Grains which adhered in their Germiimg are separated, and dryed, either in theakiy
Heat of Fire, and so hardened. ThiR&verberationandCoagulation.[CALCINATION, VEGETABLE,
WHAT] When the Corn is thus prepared, it is cartiedhe Mill, that it may be broak and ground small
this isVegetableCalcination Afterward, by heat of Fire cocting these Grathe, more noble Spirit of
them is extracted, and the Water is imbibed withghme; which without the aforesaid Preparatiofdcou
not have been. This way the crude Water is condeénte Beer, and this Operation (though | speak but
rudely) is and is calleBistillation. [HOPS, THE VEGETABLE SALT OF BEER] Thdops when added
to the Beer, is th¥egetableSalt thereof, which conserves and preserves flb@oatraries, endeavouring
to corrupt the same. This way of boyling Water iDtink, by extraction of the Spirits from the Grajithe
Spaniardsandltalians know not, and in my native soil @ermanyabout theRhine few are found skilled
in this Art.

After all these works are performed, a ngeperatioris made byClarification, viz. of the Drink, in this
manner: a littleY eastor Fermentis added, which excites an internal motion andtliethe Beer, so that it
is elevated in it self, and (by the help of tinge)paratiorof the dense from the rare, and of the pure from
the impure is made; and by this means the Beerirasga constant virtue in Operating, so that itqtextes
and effects all thosénds for which it was made and brought into use: whiefore could not have been;
because the Spirit, the Operator was hinderedshywn Impurity, from effecting its proper Work.

In Wine also doth not Experience teach the same® ddnnot, before the time come, in which the
Impuritys may be separated from it, so very pelyeand efficaciously perform its own Work, as after
Separation of the pure from the impure: which burikeness is manifest; for Beer or Wine unsettlad, a
not purifyed, give not forth from themselves so m&pirit for inebriating, as after ClarificationuBof

this no more. After all the aforesaid, a new Operamay be instituted, by Vegetable sublimatiom, fo
separation of the spirit of the Wine or Beer, amdpreparing it by Distillation into another Drif
Burning Wine which may also be made of the Lees or Dregs aofe/dind Beer. When this is done, the
Operative Virtue is separated from its own Bodyd #re Spirit being extracted by Fire, forsake®is
unprofitable dead Habitation, in which it was conieusly hospited before. Now, if thBurning Wine or
Spirit of Wine, be rectifyed, an Exaltation is mdwdeoften distilling it, and by a certain method of
Operating, the pure part (free from all Phlegm Angdosity) may be so concentred, and as it were
condensed, as one Measure of it may effect moee, tihenty or more could have done before. For it
sooner inebriates, and is swift, volatile and dubtipenetrating and operating.

*Here | admonish you, whosoever you are, who ddsitee taught by my Writings, and hope to obtain
Riches and a true Medicine frofmtimony that you would not carelessly peruse my Intentionwvhich is
no letter writ in vain, and which hath not a certsingular signification for your Instruction.

*Come hither you Traveller, stay your Journey h&entemn not or flighty pass over this tautologidalf
not impertinent, Admonition; often in your mind kaecourse to this Description of Beer, search,
contemplate, and weigh all Things, perhaps in tihibid and famous Gulf, you will find the Fish ylook
not for. If in this Light you yet be blind, | knawt any Collyrium will profit you: if with so cerfitaa
manuduction you cannot pass on to the work its&lipw not who will lend you a Staff, or what
Demonstration can direct the Journey of a StupichMBelieve, read, meditate, labour, and spare the u
of so many Chymical Books, which distract you withError of various ways, this one tells you alhgs.
Yea, | here solemnly affirm, that there are manydsdispersed here and there in my Writings, tactvifi
the Reader give heed as he ought, and know in Rdradamentals the principal Heads of the matter are
sited, and as it were buried, he will have no Caasepent his often turning over the same Ledvatyill
esteem every word as much, as a piece of Gold Eoinyou know, that althought the Examples by me
proposed, sound harsh, as delivered in a rude mayetehey contain in them somewhat that is ercell
and of great Moment. Yet | am not here ambitiougrtecure Authority or praise to my Writings, whiish
not my Business, nor would it become me: for when@peration of them shall be brought to Lightythe
will acquire praise enough to themselves. [EXAMPLES BEER, WHY PRODUCED] | purposely and
willingly produce Examples so rude and common, bhseahe power ohntimonyand the true Virtue
thereof, deeply and profoundly abscoded in its isthparts, is to be searched out. | was willingttimse
gross Examples to lead you by the hand, and shewhgway, that by them you might attain to therighi
itself, and not at the very first err from the Gdie so doing you would long wander, and nevengpryour
Operation to the desired End. [ANTIMONY COMPARED FBIRD IN THE AIR] For Antimonyis like
a Bird, which is carryed through tiér and as the Wind drives it, so it turns itself whigay that wills:
here, in this Case, Man acts the Part ofAleor Wind and can drive and mo@atimony at his pleasure,



and repose it in such a place, as himself chooketban imbibe it, with a yellow, red, white or ¢ka
Colour, according as he desires it should be, artkaules and governs the Fire; becaugsmtimony(as

in Mercury)all Colours are found, which no Man should wonateiconsidering how many Thinf&ture
bears absconded in her Bosom, which neither you aig able to comprehend in many days.
[ANTIMONY COMPARED TO A BOOK] If a book happen tcelgiven to a Man, that is unlearned, he
knows not what is signified by that Writing, or vihlat Scripture intends; for it is hid from hisésy and
he stands amazed, as a Cow at the sight of a new Baot if unto that unlearned Man, anyone sugtjest
Explication of the Book, and teach him not only thatter contained therein, but also the use ofémee,
the Man no more admires it, as an Art; but by théans it becomes to him a Common Thing, the Reason
and Operation of which he understands, and bywis $tudy can learn, conceive, and comprehend the
Utility so perfectly, as now none of those Thingkjch were contained in the Book , are hid from him
because he hath learned both to read and understatds written therein. Such a BookAiatimonyto
those, who know not of the Art of Reading; therefbfaithfully admonish all, who desire to be paees

of its Utilities, to bend their mind to know andopounce the letters thereof, that so they may aedoé

Art of Reading that Book; and in such a mannet, ¢asin a School) they may be removed from Form to
Form, when he who hath rightly gained Experienballpreside aRector and judge of that, which in
Trial is most worthy: for One is worthy to be pneéal before another, in the Possession of that.
[DOCTORS REPREHENDED] But here, what comes intomigd, and ought in no wise to be passed
over in Silence, | think good to mentioriz that at this Day many are found who exclaim, eashly
pronounceCrucifige, Crucifigeagainst all those, who prepare Venoms into Medicasydy which (as
they say) many Mortals perish, or, if they escafib hife, live miserably; such afglercury, Arsenick,
Antimony, etcand this Clamour is chiefly made by those, wihit illease the GODS) are callBabctors*

of Medicine, yet indeed understand not what thiedéhce is, between Venom, and Medicine, but are
wholly ignorant how Venom may be prepared, so gs=8s into a salutary Medicament; and insteadsof it
malignity, put on a better Nature.

*Basilius somewhat indulgeth his own Genius, inkigig against False-Phyisicians, whose ignorance (in
his time) was so very greate, as they contemnay sublime Preparation of Medicine, which he hifisel
and Chymists with him did profess; proscribing siaene as unprofitable, perillous, and hurtful: agsin
whome, it is not strange, if the Chymists (on ttieeiohand) rose up with some small vehemency, and
endeavour courageously, by assistance of their Kedye, and Conscience, to break through that rdut o
unskilful Men; but the best Things are not allw#ys most prosperous. Chymists overcame by thec@usti
of their Cause, but were overcome by Number: yaitinig verity and goodness on their side, thy fought
with so great Confidence, as they were certainguesd they should bear away the Victory; which our
Author here shews, and Paracelsus (prophesyingeo€oming of Elias the Artist) did presage would be
And certainly unto me (seriously considering hoeadly chymists have in these times improved their
Knowledge) the Dawning of that Day hath openedfjtsice | behold so many Rays of the approaching
Sun.

[VENOM PREPARED RESISTS POISON] Against these lia special manner exclaim and protest,
against these, | say, who (ignorancéaéparation) exhibitPoisonto Men: forMercury, Auripigment,
Antimony and such like, are venoms in their Substancepatess rightly prepared remain Venoms. Yet
after a Legitimate Preparation, all their Venenowtbroke, extinguished and expelled, so thatar @f
them remains, but what Medicine which resists all internal Venoms, although naestply rooted, and
radically destroys the same. Régenom being in such a manner prepared, as it can rgeldmurt, resists

all Poison which is not as yet prepared, and so very welpares and subjugates it, as it is compelled with
the same to put off its own venomous Nature.

[DOCTORS REPREHENDED]

Here | shall raise a great Contention among theresh for | know they will doubt what these my Wserd
should signify, as whether what | affirm and wiite possible to be done or no; and they will beddigi

into several Opinions there-about. Some will juétde in no wise possible, that from those Thingfs,
which we treat, the venenosity should be whollyetakway; nor do | wonder, that they persist in that
Opinion, since the Doctrine of like Preparationalisolutely unknown to them, who have not the least
thought of that, which leads to the Knowledge aktimore profound Mysteries. Yet a small part of¢he
Men will with me be constrained to acknowledges ipossible a vile Thing may be changed into adBett
For you (youDoctorsl mean) must confess to me, that your purpose fisduce that Evil, from which the
Disease had its Original, into a better State. @&thé¢n; will you not also grant, that if any Evé in those
Things, of whichMedicineis to be made, the same Evil must be convertedartetter State, that it may so



much the better perform its operation, and moreguly and profitably act, without any notable ji&r
But since unto very few as yet is known, or by Higrece found, the Way, by which a Man ought to
proceed in these Preparations, a very small pahese will assume and contend for the Opiniorré he
affirm, and publicly profess: for very many will loarryed away with the greater Rout, cryikignom,
Venom!which Voices, whilst | hear them, put me in mifdfwmse wild Clamours, by which tlkews
required theSaviourandRedeemeof the World, that he might suffer the Punishmefrthe Cross often
crying outCrucify him, Crucify himwhom they proclaimed to be the highest, most prteseost

pernitious, and cursédenom when as indeed he was the noblest, supreme,giwigius and most
profitableMedicineof our Souls which was to deliver us from the DeathSifiners from theDevil, Hell,

and allMisfortunes Although those prouBhariseesand Lawyers neither could nor would understansl thi
nevertheless he both then was, and will be to rideo# theWorld, and after it to alEternity, the same
superexcellentedicine and neither th®evil, nor Death, nor the very Gatestdéll, nor anyCreature

how powerful, or perverse soever, can effect angtlait all, whereby to overthrow this Truth.

[KINGS, AND PRINCES, MISINFORMED BY DOCTORS]

So | hope, yea doubt not (although all vagabondcimedimforaneou$/edicastersall Physiciangesident

in Cities and how many soever there be, that profess tHeaesddastersof any part oMedicine do all
together contrive what they can, and exclaim ag#@inimony but that the sam&ntimonywill triumph

over the ingratitudes of all those unskilful Mear(fruePhysiciansand such as are always ready to learn, |
touch not here) and by its own power and virtueuaeq after due preparation, will overcome anddrea
under foot all its Enemies. But, on the contralpse ignorant false Judges, and pertinacious coreenof
Antimony because they know not the Truth, together wighgitoud and blood-thirstiews shall perish,
and be cast into the Abyss of Hell. How ridiculdhiese magnificent, and to themselves only dsetors,
seem to me, who deteEmperors, Kings, Princeand all othelGreat Men and seriously admonish them
not so much as to touch suktedicineswith their Lips, because they are noxious, venasnand every
way perillous, | will not here declare, since | $eem only to judge according to their own Opinion,
without entertaining any Observations of other ¢isinthe Knowledge of which they have not before
acquired by their own Contemplation, and theret@nenot judge of any thing else, or otherwise tiay t
have learned. Therefore to these | say, if therarlyeMan, that hath taken so strongaison as present
Death is necessarily expected to follow, | willgpided the Man be left wholly to my Care) give ram
Antidoteby me prepared which shall continually resist ¥amhom and quickly expel it out of the Body.
But | little care, whether you MDoctor, who do neither know this Thing, nor ever woulglgp/our mind
to know it, do slight the same, and repute it agliaulous, and altogether false tale; it is suéfit for me,
that | am able (but if praise worthy, let praisegbeen toGOD) to prove and defend the Truth thereof. For
I myself have experienced it, | have made, | haepared, | have prescribed this Medicine, and there
wants not a sufficient number of Witnesses to canft under Hand and Seal.

[DOCTORS REPREHENDED]

And whensoever | shall have occasion to contertlérSchool with such a Doctor, who knows not how
himself to prepare his own Medicines, but comntitt Business to another, | am sure | shall obtaén t
Palm from him: for indeed that good Man knows nbatMedicines he prescribes to the Sick; whether th
Colour of them be white, black, grey or blue, heraa tell; nor doth this wretched man know, he only
knows, that he found it so written in his Booksd dnence pretends Possession (or as it were Pmsgess
by Prescription of a very long time: yet he desivedurther Information. Here again let it be laimy
exclaim, goodGOD, to what a state is the matter brought! what gesdrof mind is in these men! what
care do they take of the Sick! Wo, wo to them'hia tday of Judgement they will find the fruit of ithe
ignorance and rashness; they they will see him wtiaay pierced, when they neglected their Neighbour,
sough after Money and nothing else; whereas wésederdial in their Profession, they would spend
Nights and Days in Labour, that they might beconoeetearned in their Art, whence more certain Healt
would accrew to the Sick Labour is tedious to théray commit the matter to Chance, and being semfure
their Honour and content with their Fame, theyg(llrawlers) defend themselves with a certain Gigyrul
without any respect had to Conscience or Truth]€aem wonderful strange, and as out-landish Wares
them, therefore they spare the Money, that shoalddstowed in them, as if they intended to lawitto a
better useVulcanhimself,viz. the Prepairer of Medicaments, is not found ambegn; for their Fornaces
stand in the Apothecaries Shop, to which tehy saldonever come. A Paper Scrol in which their usual
Recipeis written, serves their purpose to the full, whiill being by some Apothecaries Boy or Servant
recieved, he with great noise thumps out of histetoevery Medicine, and all the Health of the Sick.
[AUTHORS PRAYER]



My GOD, change, change these times, and put an endstartiligant Pride, overturn those Trees, lest they
swell up to Heaven, throw down those Giants ldsf tccumulate all Mountains; and defend those, who
seriously managing their Business, faithfully setivee, that they may be able to stand against thege
Persecutors. | seriously admonish all those inMdommastery, bound by the same Vows with me, that the
would with my self Night and Day pray un®OD, that he would so illuminate these Enemies of true
Medicine, as tehy may execrate their own Error, arkchowledge the Glory é3OD, and his Power insited
in the Creatures, and perceive the Clearness laéném, by Preparation and Anatomy (as it were
speaking in their Ears) which otherwise surrounaled covered over with external Impurities, would
deeply be concealed, and never brought to Light.| Bust theCreator of all Things, (both of those which
fall under our Sense, and of those that are refmomte our Senses) will benignly hear our Prayerat,ttf

not whilst | and my Brethren live, yet after ourddle, such a Conversion of Things and M&®D answer
these desires) may follow, as that thick and olesbi@il may be taken away from the Eyes of our Eesmi
and they by true and infallible lllumination, obtai clear sight, that tehy may find their lost Gredgich
GOD, the eternal Governour of Time and Things of hiad@ and Mercy grant.

But it is fit, that |, who intended to publish artzén Discourse of Antimony, in all its Numbers Alhste,
should begin with the *Name itself.

*Poets do often posit in the midst of their Poenistdries or Fables of Princes, that by a continga=ties
of Things, they may the more easily attain theid Bahich is to delight their Readers: Chymists for
another end use the same Medium. For since thepgse is to teach the Readers so, as they maybenly
understood by those, who wholly devote themselilesaviervent desire to the Study of that Scietitey
keep not that Order, which proceeds from the begmto the End by Mediums. Therefore our Author, at
length coming to treat of the name of Antimony,neket took beginning, acts as anohter Man additted
some Scholastic Order: but by and by turning frbim Discourse, he answers an Objection, beforg it i
made by Interrogation; viz. whether from Antimoifiyita Venom may be taken away, the possibility of
which he proves by very profitable and significBramples.

The Arabians,to whom in times past this Mineral was known, didheir Language call Astinat but the
Chaldeangalled itStibium;among thd_atinesat this day the name éihtimonyis used, by which name
they first of all signified it. We&ermandn our Language have given it a Name, which seenexpress a
certain property of its Nature, for since it isisé@ consist of a certain streiked Matter, and ofay easily
be made Glass endued with various Colours, whiohg®d therefrom, we have calle&iies-glassas if
we should say streiked Glass. From which VarietthefName, by a prudent Judgment a singular
Collection may be madejz. thatAntimonywas knwon, and greatly esteemed, and its virtuel Hititly
observed and brought into use by #rabians, Chaldeans, Latinand ourGermansbut afterward, the
Heresies of various Opinions arising, the use videt@d, and its Virtue and Glory first obscuredda
afterward wholly extinguished. Of which there isReason to Doubt; for nothing is more probablentha
that Truth should suffer Dammage and ShipwrackleyQ@ppression of Enemies. For who knows not the
Malice of the Devil, which by Reason of our Sinsl@lindness is very often permitted &0D. The

Devil is the perpetual Enemy of Mankind, who impayl his Strength, and all his Deceits, and omits
nothing, which in himself is, to prevent the Knodde of the profit of true Medicine, and to exteratmits
use; knowing well enough, that by that means theep@nd glory of5OD is obscured, and those
Sacrifices of the praises of men are impeded, bgwiney gave thanks ®OD, because he hath insited as
it were the Rays of his Goodness in the Creatubence they may obtain Health by a natural auxiliar
But since to discourse of the namefaitimony is not to our purpose, we will desist from thiatiér. For

all the Praise ofAntimonyconsists in the Preparation thereof, which is nfadgerfecting the Virtues
infused in it from Nature by th&uthorof Nature Therefore my discourse shall be of this, handiirsgpnd

its known Virtue, and | will endeavour to make mgriNe immortal. Yet before | come to declare theudrt
of Antimony since | above confessed, that it is meer Venomguld have you know and diligently note,
that Venom is able to draw Venom to itself, becdikseitself, much sooner and much more than ahgiot
Thing of another Nature.

[VIRTUE OF UNICORNS-HORN PROVED]

Now let any Reader consider, and observe it asregMorthy of Note, that the trdgnicorns-horn,
sophisticated by no fallacy, repels all Venom friggelf, nor can it assume or draw to itself anytharf
Venom, as is manifest by Experience. Let a livipid8r be put in a Circle made Ohicorns-horn and out
of this Circle it cannot go, or pass over theicorns-horn for it shuns whatsoever is adverse to Venom.
But if the Circle be made of venemous Matter, itd@$ to be doubted, but that the Spider will go @ifuit,

and pass over that Venom like it self. Note thip&iment, make a piece of Silver hollow, and pir it



Water, that it may float like a Boat, and put Venioo it, then hold a piece of true Unicorns-Haeis,nigh
to it as you can, but so as you may not touckét Unicorns-Horn by its spiritual Virtue will devthe
Silver from it, so that it will flie away like a [k, which swimming on the Water flies, when it pEves
the Snares of the Fowler ready to entangle it.dduthe contrary, Nature in a wonderful manner lcaed
follows its own like, as appears by this Examplet &piece of pure and fine Bread in a dish fuN\¢dter,
so as the Bread may swim upon the Water, hold@métrue Unicorns-Horn close to it, yet so aslich

it not; and if you leisurely move the Unicorns-Hdahe little piece of Bread will follow it. Naturesmuch
loves its own like, and so much hates what is enligelf, as this flies and that follows. Thereftetour
Doctorsconsider, that Venom by a certain Magnetick PoMtiacts Venom, and those things which are
void of Venom, do in like manner draw to themselthesgs pure, and wanting a Venomous quality.
[VENOM TAKEN AWAY TWO WAYS]

Therefore Venom may be taken away two ways; fingtits Contrary, which resists Venom, as already is
related of the Unicorns-Horn. Secondly,by Like, whé&nom by a certain Magnetick power draws Venom
to itself. But the Venom which must heal Venom litself, ought first to be so prepared, as its \farmay
pass into Medicine, and by its own attractive @rtassume the other to and expel it with itself.
[EXAMPLE OF SOAP] Of which thing you have a mostat Example oSoap That is compounded of
Oil and other fat ingredient Matters, which seerbépand in very deed are, more apt to foul, thaanse
Linen; but because in the Boiling of Soap, espBcial the help of Salt, a certain Separation and
Preparation is made, the Soap is rendered mo#b apaw to itself and wash out all foulness anihdil

from Linen and other things: so indeed may Venom aertain manner, by Antecedent Preparation be
accommodated so, as to be no more Venom, but acki®eeint, it draws to itself all other Poison, césts
out, and restores the man to his pristine Purityldealth.

Now since our Discourse hath led us so far, anthave begun to open Nature so much; that the truly
Studious of Medicine (though hitherto ignoranttig) may clearly know, what Good or Evil is latémt
Nature, what is Venom and what is harmless; whsdd thing hath not as yet been found out by Dogctors
by reason of their own supine negligence; andtti@i ruth thereof may be demonstrated and also
confirmed, it will not be amiss to produce certBxperimental Examples, which may discover the Truth
and refute the false Opinions of others. [EXAMPLE 8N EGG] Put an Egg, which in the Winter is
congealed with Cold, into very cold Water, thettdtlée for a due space of time, and the Ice witernally
adhere to the Egg-shell, but the Cold be extraitted the Egg itself, and restored to its pristimgour and
intireness. [EXAMPLE OF A MEMBER BENUMMED] Againf any Member be benummed with Cold,
let not the Patient neglect himself, but apply cetbwwater round about, so one Cold attracts therpt
and the Member is restored. [EXAMPLE OF A MEMBERAMMED] On the contrary, if any one have a
Member inflamed, let him apply to that Inflammatiam hot Matter; as for example, Spirit of Wine, e¥i
is mere Fire, or the Quintessence of Sulphur, @it in very deed find, that Heat is attractedHbyat, in
a certain Magnetick manner, and like to rejoicékia, and not only to asswage the pain and hetiteof
inflamed Member, but absolutely to restore the stomits pristine strength.

[EXAMPLE OF FROGSPAWN] Yet lest this our purposestd not be fully enough confirmed by
Examples, | will also add another, by way of Suppeat. Take Frog-Spawn in the Month of March, and
laying it on a Board dry it in the Sun, when drguee it to Powder, and strew of this Powder, upon
wounds made by Venomous Vipers or Serpents; byntksns such Wounds will be so prepared, as they
may be perfectly healed by other Medicaments agpliereunto. Or otherwise, if Linen cloths be often
moistened in Frog-Spawn, and as often dried, aaidLilnen cut into small pieces and applied to Wand
they effect the same, as the aforesaid Powder wraud done. [EXAMPLE OF A TOAD] But that the
very foundation of this Truth may more clearly eldred; take a venemous Toad, dry him in the Sun,
shut him up in an Earth closed Pot, and by burnéaigice him to Ashes; then having taken out the g\she
and reduced the same to Powder apply of that PotedekVound made by Venom, and this Poison attracts
the other Poison, and joins it with itself. Why spray? Because by this Burning, which is the @altion
of the Toad, its interior Virtue is made manifesid efficacious for operating; so, that Like caraat like,
and especially Venom, to itself. Therefore firmgrgwade yourself, that this Truth is infallible and
immuatable, which | have here proposed to you dhdrs by Example. If anyone afflicted with the Pest
do diligently observe this, he will find the Trufithose things | have here above mentionedAsteumof
Sol from which (as from an operative and all vivifgigun) all things in their kinds universally arise;
therefore | determine that in the potency of Galdre than in all other Things, is an Operating Katthat
is, in its ownAstrum whence both itself, and all Metals and Mineraighe Beginning, received their first



Nativity and Propagation of Generation. Touchingoltmore may be said, when | shall manifest to you
the Astrumof Sol and commend the same most religiously to yoursCience.

[ANTIMONY, ITS ASTRUM]

After the same manner process is to be madeAwittmony which hath the same Operations with corporal
Gold; yet of theAstrumthereof | now speak not. [ANTIMONY SPEAKS OF ITSHLFor | know (saith
Antimony it behoves me, before that, to fear and tremddtepugh in many principahrcanumsof
Medicine, | far excel it; yet universally | am alieeffect none of those Things, which thetrumof Sol
(confirmed by the Testimony of Celestial Verity)asle to produce. Th&strumof Mercury | omit,

because | my self have my descent from the sangr@tiwith it: but as to a Celestial penetratingveo

of Operating, | give the first place of Dominiontte Astrumof Sol

[VULCAN, A MASTER IN HIS OWN ELEMENTS]

My Writings and Books, composed by Experience, priypfollow and answer each to other; as one metal
(as to its virtue) is observed and esteemed byhancand must by Fire be proved of what value S
these my Sayings, or Writings, or Medicaments, otgle brought into the Schools, as tending to one
Scope and End. Into the Schools, | say, where Riob&ain to themselves (as it were) an Hereditkgep
and instead of that take away all the Honour, wigdiue toVulcanonly, who can boast himself to be a
Master in his own Element of Fire. Which may bevede by Example, and a true and manifesiof.
[EXAMPLE OF STEEL AND A FLINT] When most hard Steislstruck with an hard and solid Flint, Fire
excites Fire by vehement Commotion, and accensi@wing forth the occult Sulphur, or the occulteHis
manifested by that vehement Commotion, and enkihidiethe Air so, as it truly and efficaciously bsrn
but theSaltremains in the Ashes, and tiercurythence takes its flight together with the burning
Sulphur.*

*You, who read this most simple Comparison of Steela Flint, slack the Reins of your Admirationgan
seriously ask yourself, whether there can be faurichnyway or Method, by which from this Stone and
Cold Iron may be extracted, a Substance, of whighanly Grain (but why do | speak of a Grain?) of
which the hundred part of a Grain can in a veryrshione Convert a great Mass of some rude Matt@g i
the most splendid and most pretious of all Thilygs, into fire most profitable for Mankind? This is
possible, and is dayly done, when the fixed is nvadatile, and the Volatile again fixed. He thatla
understanding, let him understand, and cease tandefthe admirable virtues of Chymical Works.
[MEDICINE, INEFFECTUAL IF NOT SEPARATED FROM ITS IRURITY]

So here also understand, tiaitimonyought in a certain Method so to be handled, adécury may be
separated from the Sulphur thereof, in a Naturahida. Now as Fire, which lies absconded in Matter,
unless it be made manifest, and can be demonstiatefitable for nothing, is not (as | may séamgible
by the Hands, nor can it effect any thing to pugy@® Medicine can effect nothing that is excellentess
it be first separated from its Grossness, rectified so discharged of Impurities, clarified andugttt to
Light by due Preparation, as is manifest in allngsi for when Separation of the pure from the irepsir
made, and all that is mountanour or terrestriaegregated from the pure Metal, then the desirgddstis
to be expected. Hence it is manifest, that Fireeféatt nothing, before it is in a certain manngeed and
set at Liberty, that before it is in a certain mamopened and set at Liberty, that it may opefiterefore,
to comprehend much in few Words, | say, this isGleadition ofAntimony Whatsoever is occult and
absconded from the Knowledge of the Vulgar, thatyis the Name and Honour of Axiz. as long as it

lies hid; but so soon as it is discovered and nmadeifest, Art hath end, and it becomes a Mechanick
Work; as | have than once declared in other of rogk3.

[EXAMPLE OF BEES]

A Bee sucks Honey from Flowers, with such Art as Atmighty hath insited in it, in which Honey iddat
a Virtue, Juice, and Corroborative Power, of wradkedicine is made, as is obvious to the Eyeslof al
Men. [EXAMPLE OF A CORROSIVE VENOM OF HONEY] Nowrdm thatHoney of a sweet and most
pleasant Taste, a violent Corrosive and presenbMemay be prepared; which perhaps no man, unless he
who hath learned it, will believe; no man certaiobnsiders this, unless he be a diligent Obseerfor
this Cause Honey is not to be condemned, notdslie said, that although it hath a most grateful
Sweetness, yet it is a Corrupt Medicine; becauSeraosive may be made of it: but it should ratheshid,
that Corruption proceeds from the Physicians igncgawho knew not how duely to prepare it. Herml a
willing to teach the ignorant Physician, to freenHrom the last Judgement. [HONEY, HOW PREPARED]
For Honey is prepared of the Superfluities of Bistemals, by which the Grounds and Fields are fetk
in those Grounds arise Flowers, Herbs, Fruit-ttdemrious kinds, from which the Bees suck a makti@
Quintessence: by this is made the Alteration ande@Gdion of one Thing into anotheiz. into Aliment of



another Form and Taste, which in no wise agreds twé former, and that is called Honey. Of suchéjon
is prepared a Food most grateful, pleasant aridrfihan, and for many Things most profitable. Gf th
same may be prepared a Poison most hurtful to MdrBaast.

[NATURE TO BE FOLLOWED]

Therefore, do you Searcher of Nature, of what Agx, Fortune, or Condition soever, follow me and
Nature. | will shew you the Truth, without any Mixe of falsity, drawn from the very Foundation.illw
make you understand, who proceeds rightly, and uvtaalvisedly. | will teach you to separate the Good
from the Evil, the Highest from the Lowest. ForAftimony if its Venom be first changed into Remedy, is
made a Medicine, which eradicates, and like Fireeprates, prepares and by cocting consumes all
Diseases. [QUINTESSENCE OF ANTIMONY, WHAT] Wheredokntimonyis first to be prepared into a
true Stone which is the Quintessence thereof; and becansts Operation it is altogether like unto Fire,
(when reduced to its Coagulation) it shallby menamed the&tone of Firewhen thisStoneof Fire is

rightly prepared, as in the End of this Treatisélll further show, its Medicinal Virtue consumes al
noxious Humours, purifies the blood in the higHasgree, and performs all that may be effectedtyum
Potabile

[DOCTORS REPREHENDED]

Therefore, | pray you, my unexperienced Doctor, Whwee neither learned my Preparation, nor conceived
the Use, not to judge from a false suspicion, and ywn ignorant Thoughts; but set about the Wisrdf,
and learn how the PreparationAitimonyought to be made, how you should further proceid ity how
its Venom is expelled and separated, and Salutagidihe posited in the place of it, and exalted ewh
say* you shall have performed This, then at lengthyou be able to judge of the difference, and
understand those things, which before were veryefanote from your Knowledge.

*Here again the Author waxeth hot against false Rigss; but do you read on, and after this Heatwhke
give you a profitable Doctrine, which you may séiod in Aqua Fortis and Spirit of Wine.

[DOCTORS REPREHENDED]

O you wretched and to be pitiddedicasterswho painted with &ucus breath out | know not what
ThrasonickBrags, and pass over Mountains wanting Foundataiking through Clouds in your own
Thoughts, and know not where at length you shatlyeur Foot: you, | say, | admonish to consideatvh
you will answer, in the Extreme Judgement of tha 8idGOD. Seekand when you have found, convert
what you find to use, and so performing your Ofiiceanmit the Rest t&OD, who will give success, and
never leave you destitute of help. But you infammes, more mad thaBacchanalianFools, who will
neither learn, nor foul your Hands with Coals, jedgt lest you procure Judgement to be pronounced
against you, which your Childrens Children may gdbwn to your shame in an undeleble Character.
Every Physician ought above all Things to take Cénat he do neither less nor more, than procwge th
Restitution of Health lost, not instituting his @tion contrary to Nature, or deviating from heredir
Intention. [EXAMPLE OF SPIRIT OF WINE AND AQUA FORTE] When Spirit of Wine is poured upon
Aqua Fortisa vehement Ebullition is made, and these two Natwill not easily permit themselves to be
together; but he, that knows how by Distillatiorctinjoin them and unite them, according to the true
Intention of the Philosophers, he may use themanynhings for good. [EXAMPLE OF OIL OF
TARTAR AND VINEGAR] After the same maner, Oil orduior of Tartar, and Vinegar made of Rich
Wine, act each upon other, for they hate and 8iyffeach other, as Fire and Water, although they
proceeded from one and the same Matter. Therdierhysician ought in a special manner to be mindfu
to understand all Circumstances from the Sick w@ctly, and consider the same being understoddntha
Curing he may use such Means, as are fit to rertiev®isease, lest the Patient be injured by the
Medicine. As for Example, when Iron is dissolveddiqua Fortis if you suddenly pour Oil of Tartar upon
that Solution, you shall difficultly preserve Glassm breaking; for the contrary Natures, like u@on-
powder, take Fire, and break the Glass. Of allegfigsngs, our Gown Doctors know nothing at all;
therefore they have no other Defence for their tgnoe, than Silence only.

[DOCTORS AND APOTHECARIES REPREHENDED]

You titular Doctors, you | speak to, who write lo8groles of Receipts: you Apothecaries, who withryo
Decoctions fill Pots, no less than Those (in PriGoarst) in which Meat is boiled for the sustematof
some hundreds of men: you, | say, who hitherto leeemn blind, suffer €ollyrium to be poured into your
Eyes, and permit them to be anointed with Balsduat, the most thick skin of Blindness may fall frgour
Sight, and you behold the Truth, as in a most dass. [AUTHORS PRAYEREGOD grant you Grace,
that you may know his wonderful Works, and the Lo¥gour Neighbour be rooted in you, that you may
search out true Medicine, which the Ruler of the¥éms hath, by his own omnipotent hand, and his



ineffable and eternal Wisdom, from above infusedmpressed on, and communicated to his Noble
Creatures, for the Good of Mankind; whence man fima/help in his greatest Necessity, and Coungel fo
Health in his Diseases. Why do you, miserable Wefthe Earth, and food of Worms, look so intentty o
the Rind or Shell, and neglect the Kernel, beingimaful of yourCreator, who formed you according to
his Image; when as you ought to give thanks to limal, with diligent Study to search out his Works,
exceeding Nature herself? Return and look into gelff there behold the Image of your own ingratiétu
that you may be ashamed of yourself, especiallatse you have not search out those things, wheeh th
most wiseGOD, for the good of Mortals; hath infused in his Qreas; by knowing which, you might have
offered unto him the most acceptable Sacrificerafde and Gratitude.

But | will put an end to this Discourse, lest myaf® (which | can scarcely keep in, from continu#iiing
from mine Eyes) should blot this my Writing, andilshl deplore the Blindness of the World, | blehis
this Lamentation, which | would have known to aém| am a man Religious, incorporated in a mokt ho
Order, in which | will persevere, as long as itlshkease the Omnipotei®@OD, to animate this miserable
Body with Vital Spirit: therefore | must not writgher things, or otherwise, than is agreeableitoState.
But had | the Office of a Secular Judge, | woutdup my Voice, and sound a Trumpet in their Etrat
those deaf men may hear, who hitherto would nohaeskedge the Truth, but out of Ignorance, without
Cause, falsely and slanderously persecute, caltepmiandemn, disparage, and meditate how they may
totally suppress the same.

But thou, O LordGOD, who dwellest in the Highest, who art called amditart theGOD of Rest, who
sitting in the Supreme Throne of Majesty, govertésiven and Earth, which thou hast created, who
conservest the Stars, and ordainest the Course éfitmament in its Motion according to thy Command
before whom all Creatures tremble, which are foumrtthe Earth, or in Heaven, and the Infernal Spiite
astonished with unexpressable dread, be pleagedy Ito look down upon the Transactions of thistmos
ungrateful World, and teach them inwardly to knévvse Things, which thou hast outwardly and visibly
proposed to the Sons of Men, that thou mayest &iseat in thy Throne, known in thy Verity, and adbie
thy immense Majesty. As for myself, | am unwortmglaniserable man, give thanks unto thee, for thy
great and infinite Gifts and Benefits of Riches &edlth bestowed on me, and laud thy Majesty fer ev
for the same. More, O my Father and Lord, | neittaar, nor am able to desire in this perishing World
[ANTIMONY, ITS ORIGINAL AND ROOT]

Now, that we may write ontimony and begin our Discourse from the very FoundatidrenceAntimony
acquires its Empire, Triumph and Glory, by whicksiexalted to perfect Operation, we must before al
Things discover the certain Original of its Roaiwhit is generated in the Earth, to the Dominionvbt
Stars it is subjected, and what Elements have tfinigudigested it, and which tehy be, that have bhbut

to Maturity. Antimonyis no other than a Fume, or (as | may otherwididétta Mineral Vapour, which is
genited from above by the Stars, and afterwardhbyHements deduced and digested to formal
Coagulation and Maturity. Here it is to be notédtAntimonyhath acquired its Essence, Virtue, Power,
Operation and Quality, from the same Principle, tRow Essence, whence Vulgar Mercury is produced,;
yet with more firm Coagulation, so that it is brotigo an harder Essence, than the living or running
Mercury of the Vulgar hath. The Reason of thidbegause it hath assumed from the three Princiales,
little more of the Substance of Salt, than Commarddry. For although of all the three Principlé$ath
the least part of Salt, yet it hath assumed motheEssence of Salt, than common Mercury, whente u
it hath happened such a Coagulation. Hardnessery#ning is from Salt, which vulgar Mercury hathtno
For it hath a very small part of Salt, but in it,a spiritual manner, is insited a certain moreSytit of
Sulphur therefore it always flows, and cannot be broughtoagulation, unless by the help of other
Metallick Spirits, which endued with a very greattWes, are chiefly found in thdatrix of Saturn

without which it cannot be fixed, unless by him,ogossesseth tt&toneof Philosophersby which its
three Principles may be brought to a concordantliguand then it acquires such a Body, as willtme
flow, and abide the Hammer, like all other Metaither wise Mercuy is and will be fluid Mercury, urits
volatility be this way taken away. [MERCURY, NOTX&ED BY ANIMALS AND VEGETABLES]

Hence it is known, that all Animals and all Vegé¢abare too weak to fix Mercury into a malleable
Substance (as many have in vain endeavoured) leealidbese have not a Metallick Nature. [MERCURY,
WITHIN AND WITHOUT MERE FIRE] Mercury, within and without, is no other than meer Fire;
therefore it is not combustible by any Fire, naekan apprehend it so, as to alter its Essencd, but
suddenly flies and resolves itself into a incomilstOil Spiritually; [MERCURY UNVARIABLE

AFTER FIXATION] or after its fixation it remains davariable, as no strength or power of men is
sufficient again to alter it. And whatsoever camwrize made of Gold may then also be made of it by Ar



because after Coagulation it is altogether likedGfar it with Gold hath one and the same Rootckstor
Production originally.

But since | purpose not in this place to discoumsee largely oMercury, and intend only simply (yet
truly) to describe the very FoundationAritimony from true and certain Principles, | will ceasespeak of
Mercury, and proceed to a further DeclaratiorAoftimony Yet, whatsoever | have proposed by way of
Similitude touchingMercury*, for an Introduction and further Consideratiomat written in vain, or to no
purpose; but to the end, that the very Beginningrdfmonymay be more clearly understood, which (as |
before shewed) received its original, as it wereddgally, with it.

*Which so miserably perplexeth all the Studenthisf Art: what our Mercury is, which is the Mattefrthe
Stone, which is found every where and in all Thimgkere briefly and clearly manifested. Therefoue
Author Basilius doth not in Vain invite your Attiamt. All the Light | am able to add to this Cleasse
would rather obscure, than illustrate the samerdfiere, with him, | admonish you to attend.

[MATTER, OF ALL METALS AND MINERALS, ONE]

Wherefore most diligently think on this; often bé&amind, observe and understand, that all Minesals
Metals together, in the same Time, and after theesaanner, and of one and the same principal Matter
are produced and genited. That Matter is no othan a meer Vapour, which is extracted from the
Elementary Earth by the Superidtars as by a Sidereal Distillation of the Macrocosrhich Sidereal hot
infusion, with any Airy-Sulphureous Property destiag upon Inferiors, so acts and operates, asoseth
Metals and Minerals is implanted spiritually andigibly a certain Power and Virtue, which Fume
afterward resolves itself in the Earth, into a @ertVater, from which Mineral Water all Metals are
thenceforth generated and ripened to their Pediectind thence proceeds this or that Metal or Miner
according as one of the three Principles acquik@sibBion, and tehy have much or little of Sulphudan
Salt, or an unequal Mixture of the weight of thevhence some Metals are fixed; that is, some conhstan
and stable, some volatile and easily mutable, asés inGold, Silver, Copper, Iron, TiandLead Besides
these Metals, other Minerals also are generatéigeathree Principles, according to the Communicatio
and Participation of the unequal weight of themaey/itriol, Antimony and many other Marchasites, or
other Electrums, and Minerals, which for brevitkesave here omit.

But Gold, in itsAstrumand Beginning was imbibed with a much more pei$edphur and a much more
perfectMercury, than all other Metals and Minerals, and thereftreperative Virtue is much more potent
and more efficacious, that tihestrumsof other Metals: Yea, all Virtues whatsoever agpérsed in other
Metals, and many more than them, are found irAgteumof Gold only. Moreover | say, when that one
thing is brought to further Maturity by Fire, itains more Perfection, than all Metals and Mirgeral
together. There is one only Mineral, of which | baften made mention already, in which is found a
Sulphur ofSol equally as strong and powerful, yea more potedtraore strong, than in Gold itself: so
also, there are two kinds of Metals found, in whicis Predominancy powerfully Triumphs, of which at
this time | have neither will nor disposition toitgr but | am willing to keep within the Boundsdve set
myself in treating of the EssenceAxfitimony touching which | purpose now to speak.

[ANTIMONY, ITS 3 FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES]

ThereforeAntimonyis a Mineral made of the Vapour of the Earth cleghigto Water, which Spiritual
Sidereal Transmutation is the tr@strumof Antimony which Water, by the Stars first, afterward by the
Element of Fire, which resides in the Element af A extracted from the Elementary Earth, and by
Coagulation formally changed into a tangible Esseitwhich tangible Essenc®jz whenceAntimonyis
formally made) is found very much 8ulphurpredominant, oMercurynot so much, and @altthe least
of all three; yet it assumes so mugalt as it thence acquires an hard and immalleablesMas
[ANTIMONY, ITS PRINCIPLE QUALITIES] The principal Qality of it is dry and hot, or rather burning,
of Cold and Humidity it hath very little in it, dsere is in Common Mercury; in Corporal Gold alsariore
Heat than Cold. These may suffice to be spokeheMatter, and three Fundamental Principles of
Antimony how by theArcheusin the Element of Earth it is brought to perfentio

Yet the Lovers oChymistryshould not think this Philosophick Reason by niegald of absolute necessity
to them, nor need they be solicitous to know, iratdenter théstrumof Antimonyrests, or from what
root it flows; but should rather desire to leara thility and use thereofiiz. which way it ought to be
prepared and reduced to its State, that tehy maw kis Virtue, Power, and Operation, touching whith
times past so many Things have been written, atltigday are mentioned, and spoken of by all nfen o
all States and Conditions. For the Learned, asagethe Unlearned hope to have their ardent aradiatde
Desire satisfied by This; therefore | will not datthe Reader with ambiguous Discourses, or tedious
Delays, but simply teach every Thing, which | bgarStudy and Diligence (which | have often implbye



aboutAntimony could find out touching the Essencefaitimony For no man, by reason of the shortness
of Life, can know or search out all kgcanum’s because in Preparation Afitimony one new Wonder
follows another perpetually; one Degree succeddsnaer Degree, Colour follows Colour, and one \tu
Power or Operation always manifests it self gretiten another.

And, to begin here | santimonyis meer Venom, not of the kind of the least Venolms such, as by
which you may destroy Men and Beasts, so venom@asvar is diffused through the whole Substance of
this Mineral. Hence ariseth the common Exclamatiball men. [KINGS, AND PRINCES,
MISINFORMED BY DOCTORS] For the People, unskilfubEtors, and all Those, to whom the ground of
true Medicine is unknown, do with one mouth pracla VenomVenom!Poison, say they (as | myself
above confessed) lies Antimony For this Cause let us dissuade all men fromsis for it endangers the
Health and Life. ThereforBoctorsresident in Princes Courts, admonish Monarchscks, and other
Potentates not to ugemtimony Other Scholasticks cry out, Beware, you in hoavédmitAntimonyinto
Medicinal Use; for it's meer Poison: these the hitents of Cities and Villages follow. And this fepread
Clamour so moves the greatest part of Mortalgy\ragnonyin these our Days is very ill spoken of, and no
man dares put confidence in the Medicine therebfclvin it is found so various and unexpressible.
[MEDICINE, NONE GREATER THAN IN ANTIMONY] For trulyand holily | affirm (as truly a&OD s
the Creator of all things visible, which are con& in Heaven or Earth, which either have comé) or
time to come shall come unto our knowledge) thatenrHeaven, or by the Rays of the Sun, with the
Guidance of Experience, can be found or demonstrategreater Medicine, than is in this Mineral; yea
there is no Subject, in which so fluently and atamty can be found such most certain Remedies for
Health, as shall be declared (by sure and undent&tperiments) to be iintimony.

Son, attend to this my Discourse, and do thou Regide heed to my Writings, and do you wise men of
the World diligently observe my DeclarationAfitimonyfounded on Experience. For ritfieoryariseth
from Nature, and mPractice proceeds from certain Experience, which shewsésifold Utility, and
infinite Ways produceth the same, not without therédible Admiration of all men. But | assent taiyo
and confess (as | have before acknowledged in mitings) thatAntimonyat first is meer Venom, and
before Preparation hath nothing in or with itsklif Poison; and that | affirm to be true. [DOCTORS
REPREHENDED] But you, whosoever you are, insigniaedot insignized with the Degree Dbctor,
Master,or Bachelor whether skilful in Art, or by some other priveéagromoted; you, | say, who so
inconsiderately and so arrogantly without Truthlaixa, and prate against me, pause a while, ancforg
not your own Argument, hear what | have to gaytimonyis Venom, therefore every One must beware he
use it not. No, that doth not follow MDoctor, Bachelorpr, Master;it doth not follow, | say, MDoctor,
although you be proud of your Red Hateacleis made of the most perillous Venom dfi@er, which is
called ‘animal’, whence also it had its Name; tii@re no man must use it, for there is poison iDith

this Consequence please you? How doth this my Dedike you? [NO GOOD IN ANTIMONY FOR
THE HUMAN BODY, WITHOUT PREPARATION] You hear, thafter Preparation, no Venenosity is
found inAntimony for by the Spagyric ArAntimonyis converted from Venom into Medicine, no
otherwise than as of the Venom of a Viper is satuich is converted intdreacle but without Preparation
you shall find no Good in it, nor anything of Meitial Help, but much loss and detriment.

[VULCAN, MASTER AND REVEALER OF ALL SECRETS]

Now, whosoever desires to become a Disciplardfmony he must, after Prayer, and an earnest
Invocation ofGOD, betake himself to the Schooldfilcan for he is the Master and Revealer of all
Secrets. [VULCAN, CONDEMNED BY WHOM] This Master ctdndemned by the Wise Men of the
World, set very light by and derided; because thgyeason of their own Negligence and Malignitgyé
learned nothing of him; and all Revelation, throtighir own Sloath, is impeded: [MEDICINE, NOT
PREPARED WITHOUT VULCAN] for no Medicine was evergpared without/ulcan whatsoever those
senseless mad men shall babble and affirm to tier&ly.

[ANTIMONY, ITS WONDERFUL VIRTUES]

But | will proceed to the Proceed and PreparatioArdimony for | little value the Clamours of arrogant
and self applauding men: let them make and bririgkd any Work that can excéintimony It is well
known to me, that oAntimonymay be made Medicines equal to Those, which agelish and vulgar
Mercury (I except théstrumof So) for of this may be prepareklirum Potabileagainst the Leprosie, of
this may be made Spirit of Mercury, the highest Réynagainst the FrenéOX of this other infinite
Remedies may be prepared. If those Condemners tpearaeive and understand this, what wonder is it?
None, because they have not learned it. No mamgivara sound Judgement of that, which he never
learned. [DESPISERS OF ANTIMONY COMPARED TO AN ASISit the Ass, ar\nimallike them in



stupidity be their Example, who cannot teach a 8agphow to handle his Pipe, so as to play an
Harmonious Tune; because he hath not learnedigbd Judgement, with a solid Foundation cannot be
given by a man, who before hath not bent his Stutfiat way, that from Writings he may be able to
discern what, in such a Business, is just or unjlEDCTORS REPREHENDED] After the same manner
in this Faculty, what can be attributed to anyh&fDoctors,before he hath from Writings, and by his own
proper labour acquired Knowledge?

[VENOM, WHENCE IT ARISETH)] Yet before | pass to tieocess itself, some One may perhaps
interrupt and ask me, which way both Minerals atittpThings receive their Venenosity? What Venom
is? Whence the Poison of every Thing hath its @&lfi How it may be taken away, also how such a
Mineral may without peril securely be used for Hiealfter evacuation of that Venom? To these Questio
| will briefly and clearly answer. The Infusion ¥enom falls under a twofold Consideratiay. Natural

and Supernatural.

[GODS END IN PROPOSING VENOMS]

The First Reason, whgOD the Supreme Lord of the Stars, and the maker a¥ele and Earth, hath
proposed to us open Venom, especially in Mineisjghat by this his Ordination he might show tchiss
Wonders and powerful Works, for distinction of Gaaredl Evil, as in the Law he prescribed to us the
Knowledge of That, which lies as a Duty on us tpuin to Choose the Good and Eschew the Evil. So also
the Tree of Life in Paradise was proposed,; itstrighe tended to Good, but its abuse brought tHad~al
Evil; for by thatGOD’s Command was broke, whence proceeded Destructmalagvil. This is the first
Reason.

A Second Reason is, that by this we might compretlaeid understand the Distinction between Evil and
Good, and at length learn to exterminate Malice repasit Goodness in its place. E&®D wills not, that
man should perish and be destroyed, but that heldldepart from Evil, and come to amendment of Life
that Destruction may be driven far away from hisIS80, to Us his Creatures, with wonderful
Conveniency hath he proposed Good and Evil, whiidbund both in the Precept of the Word, and in the
Work of the Creature, that we may choose whatdéitable and good for Health, and shun what is exd
pernitious.

Thirdly, Venom is also made by the Stars, whenreoptOppositions and Conjunctions of them happgn, b
which the Elements are Infected so, as they becbem€ause of Pestilences, and other Venomous
Diseases in this World: which also is to be underdtofComets

Fourly, Venom is made from Things repugnant eaattiter, as when any One inkindles a deadly Poison
in himself, by Anger or Sadness; also when a mankslibeing above measure hot.

Fifthly, among Venoms may be numbered Weapons, witich any One is slain; then the Abuse of Arms
is Venom to that man. But when any One useth Afarghe just and unblamable defence of his Body, to
which end they were invented, then they may bewatted a certain kind of Medicine.

Lastly, the Cause of Venom may be demonstratedadiyrd, in this manner: whatsoever Nature resists is
Venom, and that because it fights against Natusewen any one eats such Food, asShisnactcannot
bear, then that Food is Venom to him; for it isugpant to Nature; on the contrary, if any One aahs
Food, as is Friendly to his Stomach, to him thaid-is Medicine.

But Venom is principally attracted to Bodies in taarth, whilst they are a certain Mercurial Essegmoav

| speak of the Venom of Minerals) which yet is mimmature, crude, and not well digested Form, tvhic
is repugnant to Nature, and difficultly digeestedcause such a Mercurial Essence is not yet peviedt
digested to Maturity, therefore it passeth throtighwhole Body, as a crude, immature, undigestible
Mineral. As if crude corn should be eaten by mbat twvould be so difficult to be digested by thersach,
as a notable debility of the Body would follow. Rbe natural Heat is too weak to deduce that toea d
Concoction and Perfection. Corn, which receiveMigsurity from the Fire of the Great World, must
afterward be throughly cocted by the Minor Firgttih may be digested by the Microcosm.
[CATHARTICKS, ALL VENOMOUS] As before we said, tobing the boiling of Flesh to Maturity; so
here the same is to be understoodutimony which being yet crude, and not throughly coctethe

Earth to fixedness, the stomach of Man (as | magpsak) is too weak to bear it, or retain the saradyy
certain Experience is manifestet;. that allCatharticks whether Minerals, Animals or Vegetables, are
venomous, because of a certain Mercurial volatiégt®t still predominant in them; which volatile Bpis
the Cause why other things, which are in man, gpeleed: [REMEDIES FIXED PURGE NOT] not that
by this Means the Root itself of Diseases is lalillon, which only is effected by the fixednesewoéry
medicine. [ROOT OF DISEASES, HOW EXPELLED] For eyéfedicine throughly fixed, searcheth out
fixed Diseases, and eradicates them; which Purgsrxed cannot do, but they do only as it wereryca



away some Spoil of Diseases; or they may be cordgar&/ater, which driven by force through a Street
Penetrates not the Earth itself. [PURGING BY THEEEBRIOR PARTS, NOT THE WAY TO EXPEL
FIXED DISEASES] Fixed Remedies purge not by theiior Parts, because that is not the familiar wiay o
Expelling fixed Venoms, and that way they would tich the Kernel (as | may call it) or Center e t
Disease; but by expelling Sweat, and otherways s$tréye at the very inmost Root of the Diseases, no
contented with a certain superficial Expulsion dthis. Therefore we often admonish all and evergOn
that all venomous Impurity is totally to be takemag fromAntimony before it can either be, or be called
such a Medicine, as may safely be given. For thissg, the Good must be separated from the Evil, the
Fixed from the not fixed, and the Medicine from ¥enom with accurate diligence, if we hope by treeU
of Antimonyto obtain true Honour, and true Utility; but Faly can effect that. Fdrulcanis the sole and
only Master of all These. Whatsoever ¥dcanin the Greater Orbe leaves crude and perfectdhmtdtin
the Lesser World must be amended by a certain dthiean ripening the Immature, and cocting the Crude
by Heat, and separating the Pure from the Impunat this is possible no man doubts; for dayly
Experience teacheth the same, and it is very apperéhe Corporal Aspect of Colours, which proceed
from the Fire. [FIRE, THE SEPARATOR OF VENOMS] Hay Separation and Fire, which perfect
Fixation, Venenosity is taken away, and a Changeade of the Evil into Good, as we have already. sai
Therefore Fire is the Separator of Venom from Miggicand of Good from Evil; which is a thing, that
None of thePhysicianseither dares or can truly and fundamentally owrgemonstrate to me, unless he
who hath firmly contracted Friendship witulcan and instituted the fiery Bath full of Love, by igh the
Spouse, being throughly purged from all Defilememdy legitimately lie down iwth her Bridegroom et
Marriage Bed.

Fie upon the Acuteness of the Worldly Wit of thosap neither understand, nor are willing to endeavo
to understand these my Writings. if you did knowatvis called fixed, and what not fixed, and what i
signifies to separate the Pure from the Impureyrastty you would purposely forget many Things, and
omitting other vain Works, would follow me only. fBWIMONY, SPEAKS OF ITSELF] For in me
(Antimonyspeaks of himself) you will finbMercury, SulphurandSalt, then which Nothing is more
Conducible for the Health of men. [MERCURY, SULPHUARND SALT IN ANTIMONY] Mercuryis in
the RegulusSulphurin the Red Colour, anflaltin the remaining black Earth. He that can sepatsse,
and again unite them in a due manner, accordidgticso as Fixation may bear Rule, without Venom, h
may rejoice with Honour and Truth; because he bbthined th&toneof Fire, which may be prepared of
Antimonyfor the Health of Mortals, and for Temporal Susd¢ion with particular profit. [ANTIMONY,
CONTAINS ALL COLOURS] For inAntimonyyou may find all Colours, Black, White, Red, GreBiue,
Yellow, and more other mixt Colours, than can bieled, all which may be separated apart, and known
particularly, and singularly applied to use; acdogdhs the Artist intends, such an Ordination ibeo
instituted.

[ANTIMONY, ITS WONDERFUL VIRTUES] Therefore now wil distinctly declare, how Medicine is to
be prepared, Venom to be expelled, Fixation todb@lsout, and a true Separation to be made, byhwhe
Evil may be subdued and depressed, and the Gaodghi and be taken into use. In the meanwhilehket t
Lover of Art consider, that every of the other Metaay be compared to every of the Precious Stdnsas;
this only contains universally the Virtue of alb8es; which those Colours, which it gives forth and
exhibits to the Sight from itself in the Fire, dafficiently demonstrate. Its Transparent Redness$igned
to the Carbuncle, Ruby and Coral; its WhitenestheédDiamond and Crystal, its Blue Colour, to the
Saphire; Green, to the Emerald; Yellow, to therd&ciits Black, to the Granate, which Stone corg@n
itself a a certain Blackness occultly absconded.aBuo Metals, the Black is assigned to SatuenRéd to
Iron, the Yellow to Gold, the Green to Copper, Biee to Silver, the White to Mercury, and its misdLof
various Colours is attributed to Jupiter. [ANTIMONEZONTAINS ALL COLOURS] But as all the
colours of all Metals and Precious Stones are lglédannd in Antimony so also all the powers and Virtues
of Medicine are no less showed in it, than the Gal@foresaid: but to educe from it all these Cdasl

not the Labour of one man. For our Life is circuritsed with Limits more straight, than will permihe
man by his Labour throughly to learn whatsoeveulakeeps concealed and absconded in her bosom, in
one certain way of Preparation, frdfntimonyby distillations is drawn forth an Humour acid astaarp,

like true perfect Vinegar. Another way is prepaseshining Red Colour, sweet and savoury, as pdrifie
Honey or Sugar. Another way, a Wormwood like Bitess proceeds therefrom; otherwise, a certain
Acrimony, like some Salt-Oil: thus always one Nattollows another. Against, but Sublimation it is
driven to the Olympic Mountains, like a flying Eagted, yellow and white. Also forced down by Dedce
it yields diverse Colours and Preparations: als®byerberation, of it is made a Metal, like comnhead.



Likewise a transparent Glass, red, yellow, whitack, and endewed with other Colours: all which
notwithstanding, are not safe to be used in Mediaimless they be first proved by anotBgamen Also it
is reslved into rare and wonderful QOils, which @agious and manifold, some of which are made perfec
with Addition, others without mixtion of any oth#ftings; some likewise are taken inwardly, otherdy on
outwardly applied to common Ulcers, and Woundsupplies us with so many several Extractions, darie
with so many Colours, as it would tirédDeelphian Apolloto describe them all; but indeed, all the Mutagion
of its Nature, which are discovered through theeGstFire, it by its own Oracles will best unfold.
[MERCURY, MADE OF ANTIMONY] Of it is made living Mecury, and Sulphur which burns like
common Sulphur, so that of that Gunpowder mightnaele. Of it is made a true and natalt and

many other things are prepared of the same.

Therefore we begin to speak of the Preparationgtiicas of itE€ssence, Magistery, Arcanum, Eljpénd
particularTincture in which you must imploy all diligence and Caeepecially when | shall in my
Writings declare to you the Stone of Fire, andPitsparation, together with other various Secrets an
Arcanums, which indeed are scarcely at all knowthéoWorld; and which have been little regardedcesi
the Egyptians ArabiansandChaldeandlied, who professed these Arts: of which notwihsing the use is
very great, for searching out the very Fountaitraé Medicine, and all other Works pertinent theteu
Now diligently mind, and with profound Meditatioomrsider all the following Preparations, one
succeeding another, as | shall reveal them. Foe tiseno One inserted, which hath not its singUltiity,
but every of them is useful, according as ordameds State. A fixed Medicine éintimony expels fixed
Diseases and eradicates tehm;Antimonyis not fixed, as when it is crude and not prepaopéns and
purgeth the Stomach only, but toucheth not the Rbtiie Disease. Therefore | will set about the
Preparation of all, that appertains&otimony and discover all the Keys of its Preparation,clthiow (as
by a New Nativity) are brought to Light, and rewehby Fire, in the same state to which tehy were
ordained byGOD their Creator. This unlocking and preparing of Minerahtimonyis performed by
diverse Methods and Ways, by the disposure andrganee of the Fire, with manifold labour of the
Hands, whence proceeds the Operation, Virtue, PaneColour of the Medicine itself. And since
Antimonyto the Aspect presents a crude black Colour, mixgd a little whiteness, | will first speak of its
destructive alteration, which consistsGalcinationandincineration and that is thus made.
[CALCINATION OF ANTIMONY]

Take Hungarian or othéntimony the best you can get, grind it, if possible, tdrapalpable Powder; this
Powder spread Thin all over the bottom of a Catgjri*an, round or square, which hath a Rim round
about, the height of two Fingers thickness; set B@n into a Calcining Furnace, and administerdbfirst
a very moderate Fire of Coals, which afterwardeéase gradually: when you see a Fume beginningde ar
from theAntimony stir it continually with an IrorSpatulg without ceasing, as long as it will give forth
from itself any Fume. If itCalcining the Antimonymelt, or concrete into Clots, then remove it frihra
Fire, and when cold again reduce it to a subtled@wand as before calcine it, continually stirragwe
said, until no more Fume will ascend. If need heeet this Operation so often and so long, as tiatl
Antimonyput into the Fire, will neither fume, nor concrétt Clots, but in Colour resemble White and
pure Ashes: Then is the calcinationAgftimonyrightly made.

[GLASS OF ANTIMONY, SIMPLE]

Put thisAntimonythus calcined into a Goldsmiths Crucible set Fuanace, and urge the Fire with
Bellows, or put it into a Wine-Furnace, administgrsuch Firee, as tifntimonymay flow, like clear and
pure Water. Then, that you may certainly and iitfgliprove, whether the Glass made thereof be
sufficiently cocted, and hath acquired a transpa@emour, put a long rod of Iron cold into the Cihle,

and part of the glass will stick to the Iron, whistth a hammer strike off, and hold up againstltight, to
see whether it be clear, clean and transparesw, it is well, and perfectly mature.

Here let my Reader, unlearned and but a Beginnartirknow (for | write not to men skilled in thisrt,
who have often experienced the powers of the liiu¢fo Candidate§,yro’s*, and the studious Disciples
of the SpagyrickScience; because to make Glasémtimonyis a thing common, and well known to many)
know, | say, that every Glass, whether made of MebMinerals, or any other Matter, must be thordugh
cocted in Fire to due Maturity, that it may havelear and transparent Colour, and be apt for furthe
Preparation to Medicinal use: which translucid pode MaturityVulcanonly effects in his secret and
hidden Nature. Therefore, let every man know, aersand retain this.

*Rightly doth Basilius say, he writes to the Tymfshis Art, because he begins with the Glass of
Antimony, that is, from the very Rudiments of Ckimniand so accurately teacheth to make that,cas n
man how ignorant soever can be deceived thereirthgeAncients have not seldom experienced, hem oft



they have erred in the Praxis, for such | havetemitthese Commentaries. For me, let every One @leas
himself in his own Writings: surely | think | haoffered somewhat, which Posterity will always tHahk
accept. For although | did for several years makgently read Basilius and other Masters of the 8f
Arts, and in Labouring following them, as exactbypmossibly | could, yet | committed so many Er{thie
rememberance of which fills me with Horror) lostrsach Money, and was so often constrained to amend
those Errors with labour, as | have compassionlbThose, who would enter into this way, incited
thereunto by their earnest desire to help theirgibiurs: for | have no respect to Others, who aim a
nothing but Riches, and would make so noble asudbtervient to Avarice, the worst of all Vices;them
sustain the dammage they deserve to suffer. Bubdowho are endued with a more noble Spirit, First
seek the Kingdom of GOD, which is either constitutepropagated by Charity to your Neighbour, arid a
other Things, which other men so impiously seed] shontaneously (which is the bounty of GOD) be
added to you. | need to use no great Argumentsitsupde any man to read those Commentaries; for
every One’s own Business will sufficiently admohish, when he shall see me often with one word aand
most simple Animadversion to save him so great @d®mwhich he hath too frequently bestowed in
labouring without success. | do here candidly pssfto thee, studious Reader, had the Manual Opersti
been as sincerely showed to me, as | here open ttefrauld have saved a great Sum of Money; fery v
often erred, when | would over eagerly prosecutéaae Processes of others, and by that vain endegvo
lost some Thousands of Florens. Yet | seldom tejoeated any of those Operations, which out Author
(most sincerely and openly, of all that | know)rit this Book inserted. | shall not here institate
Tyrocinium of Chymistry, as other Authors, well\nao young Beginners, have already done; but | am
willing, by Admonition to help those, who long gmould loose this Subject from its Bonds, and mitist
fervent desire design to arive to the Goal expdedtieir Eyes and Mind, least either slippery Blaodhe
Way, or Entellus now lying prostrate, should hintteem from gaining the proposed Reward, which is
Riches and Health.

When in the Method we have taught, yatimonyis converted into Glass, take a Platter or Diskenaf
Copper, which is smooth and broad, heat it hdtatRire, otherwise your Matter will flie out; theour in
the fluid Matter as thin as you can, and you waéll’é pure, yellow, transparent Glasotimony This is
the best way of preparing GlassAaftimonyper se without addition; and this Glass, above all oshés
endewed with the greatest Virtue and Power, whiahainifests after its further Preparation. Thibyane
calledPure Glass ofAntimony*

*This is now the Common, and well known way of nge®ilass of Antimony, which is profitable in many
Operations: but to administer it so to the Sickhwiit Distinction, is a Work full of danger and peti
indeed succeeds happily, but this casual or ac¢admealth of some, is not of so great moment, as
therefore to expose the Life of one man to Pedt. IFhave seen a Sick man, who after he had takén b
half an ounce of the Infusion, vomited and purgeolva measure, and soon after died. [DOCTORS
REPREHENDED] hence are those Tears, hence thosadlies arise against Chymists, as if the impious
rashness of some false Chymists were to be impautée Art, which PseudoChymists care not how many
Houses they fill with Funerals, provided one or tivat are healed will blaze their Fame, and theg ca
hear themselves called Doctors, and rob the siraptieir money. The reason of this great danger is,
because all the Emetick force of Antimony containdtle fixed Salt thereof, in which resides all it
Venenosity, which weak Natures cannot overcomettardfore receive not so much good from the
Salutiferous virtue thereof, as hurt from its Ven@&ut this thing should not deter sound men froenuse
of Antimony, since they see it, even then whendmiké Venom, often to produce salutary Effect®yTh
should rather thus reason; if that salutiferoustw@ be freed fromt he Noxious faculty, what Goodlavi
not do, or what Diseases would it not heal? Themfbehold | here offer to you such Glass of Antiyno
as | myself use often, and may be used by everywithout any danger of a mortal Catastrophe.

Take pure Glass of Antimony, made as Basilius tearehet, melt it in a Crucible, and keep it in fBox
long, as until a third part be consumed. Thentlebbl, and grind the same to an Impalpable Powder,
upon which pour Spirit of Wine highly rectified tiiit stand three fingers above the Powder; cltise
Vessel firmly, and circulate the Matter for thre@iths; then by Distillation abstract the SpiritWine, or

if it be tinged with Redness, (which always will ihgou have rightly operated) only pour it officakeep it
apart; for it is an excellent Medicine. The remaigiBody put into a Crucible, permit it to flow, atiabn
cast it into what Forms you will. For it can assumleatsoever Shapes you will have it, which mayebés
Rings, and worn on the Hand. But its Medicinal isséaus.

Put this Glass for one Night in two ounces of Galihe, and in the Morning let the Sick drink than/i
and you will find very good success, for it purdeitidly, and if Nature incline to bring the Mattepward,



it performs that action moderately, causing gehtenits. Only Note this: the prescribed Dose must be
diminished, according to the Strength, Age and @Gani®n of the Sick. Here, Reader, candidly aca&pt
this my first Admonition offer to thy self, and esfpto find more, if you willingly and intently pese the
after following.

[GLASS OF ANTIMONY WITH BORAX]

For there are other Glasses preparefirasimony by Addition ofBoraxand other things, in this manner.
Take of CrudeAntimonyone part, oenetian Boraxwo parts; put these together into a Crucible ciwhi
setting the Vessel in a Wind-Furnace, or urgingRine with Bellows, cause to flow, that they mayviell
and perfectly mixed together, afterward pour oatMixture into a Pan, or Dish of Copper made hst, a
thin as is possible, as before was said in the iupereparation, and you will find yontimonyfair and
transparently clear, *like Byropusor Ruby, provided you observe the due and acciviataod, Operating
as you ought, in the Governing Fire.

*The Caution, to which our Author here ascribedsShiecess, is that you use a most strong Fire, asch
is required for melting Gold: for without this y@annot acquire the Redness of a Pyropus.

The Redness may be abstracted from this Red GlétksSpirit of Wine*, and by long continued
Circulation in Fire, be perfected, and renderedbatraxcellent, profitable and efficacious Medicine.
*Not with common Spirit of Wine, but with Philosap8pirit, which for extracting this Tincture, | thu
prepare. Take of Sal-Armoniac thrice sublimed founces Spirit of Wine, distilled upon Salt of Tasa,
as it may be perfectly dephlegmated: put them bmgen a Phial, which place in heat of Digestiom th
Spirit may fully imbibe Sulphur or Fire of the SAkmoniac; then distil the mixture by Alembic tliand
you will have a true Menstruum, wherewith to Extrthat Redness from the Glass of Antimony. Also the
Tincture of this Glass is extracted with its propénegar, and by a further Operation is perfectand
becomes a most excellent Medicament.

But a transparent white GlassAxiitimony after commixtion thereof, is prepared in this mam
[ANOTHER GLASS OF ANTIMONY WITH BORAX] TakeAntimonybeat or ground small one part,
VenetianBoraxvery pure four parts: put these, well mixed togetinto a Crucible, and cause the Mixture
to flow well. At first indeed it will be yellow, kwif it stand longer in Fire, the yellowness vamigh) the
Matter receives a white Colour, and thenceforttobezs a fair and white Glass. Whether this colour be
brought to perfect Maturity, you may prove withaclron, as above is said. Many other ways, of
Antimonymay be formed Glasses* consisting almost of itdiftiorms.

*Let him who desires to prepare more Glasses ofwarty, consult Beguinus, Hartman, Crollius, and
other Authors; we here acquiesce in these propbgdsasilius.

But since my purpose here was not to describe @lasses, then | myself had experienced, and which
manifest happy success in Healing, | judged it ueesary to waste Paper in describing them, or by a
tedious discourse to weary the Reader; especialtg sunto you is already in part proposed theqipid
Colour iz the Red) which is found in Glass madedatimony The black Colour, whicAntimonyhad
before Preparation, is now in a Spiritual mannawfi up the Chimney; because in such a Spiritualn@gn
very much of the Venomous Substance had left ideethrough the Expulsive force of the Fire, as by
Calcination. Yet because in this Preparation &liole Venom is not taken away from the Glass of
Antimony but it still retains very much thereof; | am il (now | have begun) further to reveal to you,
which way the Venom may wholly be removed from tBlass, and another Separation of the Pure from
the Impure, of the Venom from the Medicine, beitngtd; by which the Tongue of ti@rator will be
loosed, and occasion given to him of largely exgiresmy Praises, and publishing the same, as with a
great Sound, through all Parts of this InferioubQwhich will be a necessary Consequence of the
Gratitude of my Disciples, when they shall see \litkir Eyes, touch with their Hands, and with their
Understanding comprehend, that | do their greditptave declared to them the very Truth, without
Deceit, and made them the Heirs of a memorableaiesit.

Therefore the first Separation of the Sulphur fitgBody, and the Extraction of the Tincture frams $alt,
is performed in this manner. Take pure Glasamfmony as | taught you to make it, without the
adjunction of any other Thing, Grind it to subtleviRier* impalpable as Flower;

*What | here shall advise is short, but very prdfitg without which what the Author appoints canoet
done, nor by beating or by grinding in a Mortar caou ever bring the Body to a requisite fineness;hm
less upon a Porphyry Stone can you grind the s3imerefore first beat it in a Mortar, afterward nitx
with distilled Vinegar, that it may have the Cotmigy of a soft Paplike matter, and so grind it mgo
Porphry Stone, as Painters grind their Colours, amdioubtedly you will obtain your desire.



Which powder put into a Glass with a Plain flattbot, called a Cucurbit, and there pour upon itregro
Vinegar well rectified: then set the Vessel in gditive fire, or if it be Summer, expose it to S,
stiring it twice or thrice* a Day, and so long digé in that temperate heat, as until the vinegetract a
Yellow Colour inclining to Redness, like the colafrmost clean and well purified Gold.

*Thou art happy, if thou canst be wise by my Damm@dsove of Art. | exactly followed this short
Admonition, stirring the Cucurbit twice or thricelzay, but the Matter was always coagulated likaan§,
and stuck so firmly to the bottom, as it could byfarce be removed thence; but afterward, beingemor
wary, from the first | began to stir the Matter ivea Wooden Spatula five or six times a Day, oresftyiou
may imitate the same, if you be wise, not only Harealso in the Superior Preparation of Antimoamgd

in every Extraction of Tincture from Antimony.

Then pour off this clear and pure Extraction, andrpon fresh Vinegar, and repeat the Operatiolgras
as the Vinegar is tinged, and until no more Tinettain be extracted. Filter all these Extractionsdni
together, and put them into a Glass Body, witliHigad annexed, and ByM. distil off the Vinegar; until in
the Bottom remain a Yellow Powder, inclining to Reds. Upon this Powder pour distill Rain-water mofte
times, and as often distill it off again, still ging on fresh distilled Rain-water. Repeat thisolabso long,
as until the Powder remain Sweet and *grateful.

*Our most sincere Author here deceives you notctiiteals a certain manual Operation, which if you
attend to me clearly discovering the same, the Wself will never fail to Answer your desire. by have
much Tincture, you must have a great Cucurbitjtifd, a less will serve. For if you take a greatégssel,
than your Tincture requires, the vinegar must nsagly have a great fire to cause it to ascendrdsson
of the height it must unavoidably rise, or it cahhe distilled; and in sustaining so forcible a &jtthere is
great danger of Corrupting the Tincture itself. ldealso is required another Caution; viz. this, afteo
thirds are distilled off, you must change your \éssd put the remaining Matter into a less Glasdyy
and thence distill off the Vinegar, until the Reracy acquire the just thickness of a Poultis. Adde
heed, as Basilius seems to intimate, that youl digtioff the Vinegar unto dryness, lest the Tiretoy
Adustion be wholly corrupted.

Notwithstanding all This my own Precaution now givecould not choose, but labour a whole year to
little purpose, often repeating this Tincture wétlvain endeavour, whence | was almost as oftenywafar
Chymistry through desperation; for my Tincture wéso efficacy in Medicine; because a meer Caput-
Mortuum only, unsavoury and of no value. Hence idemdow little any Process profits, whether setvdo
in Writing, or received from a Friend by word of atl, unless you set to your hand, and practicagrh
every particular of the Work fit to be observeaperating. Also see, how liberally | deal with yau,
revealing that, the ignorance of which hath putinte great trouble and charge. The manual Operation
which is requisite for edulcorating this Pap-likeatéer remaining in the bottom, is this. Upon thiatkér
pour distilled Water, and gently abstract the séageBalneo. When you have repeated this a third,time
you will find the Water to come off sweet; whichdimust be observed and with very great diligelRoe.

if you be deceived in that, your work is at an eadblyour labour lost, and you shall get nothingit a
Caput Mortuum. For as soon as twenty, or at mastytklrops of sweet water come forth, an Acidity
appears again and distils forth, which the unwargiging to be an Acidity of the Vinegar formerly add
proceed in distilling, expecting the Water to cdonth sweet; but this being the Acidity of Antimowhich
(the Vinegar being extracted) immediately follols Sweet Water, that persisting to distil destitbgs
whole Virtue of the Antimony, and leaves nothingaiming but an unsavoury Caput-Mortuum. Therefoer
be thou more wary, and as soon as this Sweet Waires forth, cease to distil, and take out the Hagp-
Matter residing in the Bottom, and putting thatisnother Glass, permit it to dry at the Solar-Heat
else evaporate all its Moisture with most gentleeFthat it may remain a dry Powder: and when yauéeh
avoided this danger, then go on.

[TINCTURE OF ANTIMONY, FROM ITS GLASS]

This Powder grind upon a Marble or Glass, first madt; then put it in a Glass Body, and pour upar i
the best rectifie@pirit of Wine so much as will stand above it three Fingerstigss: then setitin a
Digestive heat, as above, for extracting Tiectureof Antimony which will be high coloured and
pleasantly red to amazement; and it will deposirain Earth, or feculency in the bottom.

This Extractionis sweet, grateful, and so very efficaciousfedicing as no man, that hath not experienced
the same, will give credit thereunto. TlRecesin the bottom retain the Venenosity, but Exdraction
Medicine only, which Experience hath taught to befitable Remedy for men and Beasts. For if three o
four Granes of this Medicine be taken, it expetsltbprosieandGallick Lues purifies theBlood, drives
awayMelancholy and resists all Venom: and whosoever labours 8lithrtness of Breatifficulty of



Breathing, or Pricking of the Sides, he may be dimgthe Use of this Medicine: *which effects many
wonderful Things, if rightly administered, and inedtime.

*These Medicaments, which perform their Operatians by sensible force, as Catharticks, Emeticks,
Diaphoreticks, and the like are wont to operatd, ingensibly uniting their own more pure UniverSalirit
unto our Spirits, amend Nature and restore it taltte are not to be used, unless where the Body tirat
been cleansed from the impurities of pecant Humairerwise you cast these Peals into a Dunghill,
where (overwhelmed with Filths) they cannot shiné manifest their Virtues. For although, by reasdn
their manifold Virtues, they may be called Univédssget they are to be numbered with Topicks, leefor
which Generals are to be used, according to thaiopiof Galen, and all Physicians.

The Tincture here spoken of, performs all thosee€uwhich Basilius mentions, if the use of it betiooed
for some time. For where that Saying is of forcedMines used help, continued heal, it must celgtdie
applied to those especially, which insensibly opera

That Yellow Powder, of which mention is made abbeéore it is extracted with Spirit of Wine, may be
ground upon a hot Stone, and then put into Eggs&dbdard, in place of the Yolk, which is to beeak
out: set these Eggs in a moist Place, or Cellat tiam Powder will resolve into a yellow Liquor.
*Indeed soft Eggs, according to the Saying; are gbvaarily and softly to be handled; but in thesedha
Eggs also, | have somewhat to advise you of; faftér you have taken out the Yolk, you be not fuind
break that Pellicle, which divides it from the wéjiyyou will wonder to see how your Balsom will il
itself within the White, and deprive you of a grpatt thereof.

This admirableLiquor heals all greeMVoundsif soon after a Wound is made, it be put theveth a soft
Feather, and the Wound well covered with a Stypticlother Preservative Playster. All fresh Wounds
inflicted either by Prick or Cut, are healed bysthiquor, without Putrefaction, Inflammation, oryan
superfluity of Filth, so perfectly; as unto him, evbreated Heaven and Earth, and in them insiteld auc
Medicine, due Thanks and Praise deservedly oudgbe fgiven. In all old, malignant, and corrosive
Wounds, use thiExtractionor Balsomof Antimony and it will never fail Thee in thy necessity. Atibu
thy self, after me wilt write aBncomiumof its Praises and publish the Virtues thereofwbych extrenally
applied miserable Mortals may be made happy: feMiolf and *Cancer yeild to it; Rottenness in the
Bones, malignant Ulcers corroded and perforate Witdrms fly from it, and it restores to pristine Haa
and provides Entertainment for that with itself,amtits fixedness shall be duly used inwardly, atheio
Convenient Means duly applied outwardly.

*If Chirurgions would here give credit to our Autharith how great Care would they prepare this Baiso
for themselves, and with how great Fruit, and hmegdiently might they use the same? For | intergpsin
my Judgement must say, that Basilius here comeshtat, in expressing its due Praises; for it perie
more, than he declares of it. [HISTORY OF THE VIEBLOF BALSOM OF ANTIMONY] One short
History, drawn from the Centuries of my Medicindlg@rvations, will confirm the truth of what | have
said. A certain Woman, about forty Years of Ageséwen years together suffered great dolours mefe
Breast, which were accompanied with a Tumor andddass. Those Chirurgeons and Physicians, who she
advised with, did all with one Consent judge hesdaise to be a Cancer; and she was also judged to
labour with a Cancer, by the Censure of that famBractitioner, who at Orscotus (a Village about the
Dukes-Wood) very laudably and happily practisedr@igery, and drew to himself a vast number of
People: for after he had, for three Month togethieryain endeavoured to heal this Disease, he séyver
pronounced her Breast was to be cut off, or thee@8ge could not be extirpated. The woman, resolving
rather to suffer all Dolours of the Disease, therstistain so cruel and inhumane a Remedie, cammetd,
beholding her Breast, found it wholly inflamed, anike as big as the other, and an abundance of thi
Humours flowing to the Wound. | purposed to tryl@lbuld do, rather than suffer this miserable Wonta
perish; and thinking of this Balsom resolved tq t#nether That, which in other Diseases had fetffilthe
promises of its Author, would fail me here. Themfto the Diseased Woman waiting my Answer, |;said
in eight days time | would resolve her, whetheer¢hwas an hopes of Cure or not, without Culttirfgarid
thereupon gave her this Remedy to anoint her Btéasewith: and which is very strange, in the Spafce
two Days the Matter came to Ripeness, and a jussiStency. Therefore, | then filled with good hope,
adjoined inward and outward Remedies, which seernadenient for the purpose, and in two Months
Space the Womans Breast was perfectly healed. thmh not without a perculiar Joy, blessed and
praised the Lord, that had conferred so great \@ron this Balsom.

[OIL OF ANTIMONY, FROM ITS GLASS BY DISTILLATION]

Also Glass ofAntimonyis by me two ways reduced to an Qil, in distibati(as they call it) by Alembeck.



Take Glass oAntimony as it is made of th®linera of Antimony subtily pulverized, and extract its
Tincture with distilled Vinegar; afterward abstraéiog Vinegar thence and edulcorate the remaining
Powder. Then pour on Spirit of Wine, with whichrext the Tincture, and circulate it in a Pelicanlwe
closed, for an entire Month. Afterward, distil g#mpse, without any Addition, with a certain singula
*Dexterity; and you will thence receive a wonderfuateful and sweet Medicine, in the form of a ek
of which after may be formed the Stone of Fire.

*This is the Work, this is the Labour, very few tBams of Art (whom Apollo loves) could extract this
Tincture by Alembeck. There is need (as Basiliith)saf a certain peculiar manual Operation. This
Tincture | sought many years, and at length (GOéaing me) found the same. [OIL OF ANTIMONY,
ITS PREPARATION ENIGMATICALLY DESCRIBED] Wilt thewe me discover it to Thee by an
Enigma? | see thou desirest | should, therefore this Mystery, thus. Alciatus, painting a Dolphin
wreathed about an Anchor, write these words: Madet@o much hast. Esteem of this Admonition, not
only in all your Life, but also in this very mattes very profitable to you: for the hasty Bitcls (e
Saying is) brings forth blind Whelps. Thereforgyhimn and again admonish you, to cause Wings to be
prepared for your Matter, by Juno, Bacchus and snjdut as you love your Life, permit it not sudglen
to flie, rather deliver it to Mercury to be instriedd by him gradually to accustom itself to flyiyga, bind
it with a Cord, lest (as a Bird got out of a Caged past your Reach) it through Ignorance approtxh
near the Sun, and with Icarus, having its Feathmmnt fall headlong into the Sea. But after youdav
detained it for its due time, loose its bonds, thatay fly, and come to those fortunate Islandgowvhich
all Sons of Arts direct their Sight, and where uallcAdeptists aim to arrive, as unto their desigt long
sought Harbour. Here, O Lover of Art, you should lne offended, or angry with me, as if | deluded yo
(desirous of the Knowledge of this Secret) by adlenk Apple shown. What should | do? | in this €as
give you advice. Would you have me cast Pearlsd&wine? and unto all men expose the Mystery,twhic
the Ancient kept so holily, and might not revealiitiess to the worthy Sons of Art only? Thou éffy s
wouldest bewail nothing more, and wouldest evenrake me, for doing so. They, who understand me,
understand Art: and unto such as are Chymists, hayened the way, which if they diligently trairel
they may arrive, where they desire to be. No mdreder so clearly reveal this to me; but by readimg
Writings of Authors, strenuously labouring, andsting in GOD without fainting or desperation (whiish
a most efficatious kind of Prayer) | at length &itd to what | have. Do thou study, and be diligéet
thou mayest comprehend: for he, who, knows howrtdar Tinctures volatile, is already admitted ittie
very Penetrale, and Conclave of the Chymical Aetduse of all other Mysteries the Method is theesam
Peruse the Fables, search into the Riddles, andidenthe Parables of all wise men; they all teiittidr,
and all say the same. Compare the Parables of sttvédth this my Enigma, and this with them, that yo
may understand how much Light | have added iraalli how Easy | have made the way to those serene
Temples of Wisdom.

[QUINTESSENCE OF ANTIMONY, WHAT]

This Qil is theQuintessencgeand the highest, that can be writterdotimony as you may find in my
former Writings, wherein lhave made a short Detiansof Antimony and in which | showed also, that
there are foumstrumentgequired for itdPreparation and the fifth is that, in whictulcanhath fixed his
ResidenceUnderstand thus: folRreparationsmust be made before it can be perfected; andfthed the
Utility, and effect of the Work in the Body of mahhe first Labour i€alcinationandLiquefactioninto
Glass. The second Bigestion by whichExtractionis performed. The third §oagulation The fourth is
Distillation into Oil, and after that Separation followscation, by the ultimateCoagulation through which
the Matter is deduced to a perlu€itkry Stonewhich that it may operate upon Metals, must bménted,
for acquiring its penetrative Property; but notnsach, as that Ancient Stone of the Philosophersauge it
is not Universal; but only tingeth particularly. Gahing which, about the End of this Book, more kbal
spoken when we treat of the Stone of Fire.

This distilled Oil* of which we have now spokenfegdts all things, that are necessary to be knowa by
Physician and which he hath need of, in Kiares.

*Had | not known Basilius, | should have thought,Himrthis place to have dealt like a Deceiver, or
Vagabond Medicaster with you: but the Matter itsgifo me, so often speaks for him, as | religiously
scruple even in the least to doubt his Promises wkatsoever | have experienced (but there are ey
Processes contained in this Book, which | havened: for He, from the very first, was my Teacher,
Friend and Patron) | have found so very efficacibegond the Authors Promises, that it seems tdme,
hath been sparing in declaring the virtues of hisdidaments, least in praising them, he should baght
too much to commend himself. Yet | shall not hetéd stead, undertake comment much on their ldedab



Virtues. Let him who believes not, make trial, thatmay know. Whosoever shall by his own incrediét
deterred from experiencing the Truth hereof, hé suffer punishment enough for his Offence, byvaat

of the fruit of the same. For this QOll, if righthsed in its time, is a Medicine truly Universal.rGaler, |

pray, what | say, if rightly used in its time, thatthe Body being firsted purged from gross andie
Humours, and general Medicines used (as you magmdrar | did before admonish) this Oil is an
Universal Medicine, for healing all Diseases CumbFor Chymists are not so mad, or conceited, by
reason of the Goodness and Virtue of their Medicdgmeas not to judge some Diseases to be Unsanable.
Who can restore any of the Prnicipal Members abslibyeputridness? yet | would not have all Diseases
judged unsanable, by these our Chymical Remedigshware everywhere vulgarly condemned as such. As
for Example, how often have | restored the CryistalHumour taken away; which who judgeth not
impossible to be reduced? But, of these and tlee dikother place will be more fit to write. Onlytbis
Medicament | say, that it heals Feavers of evemgkyea, even the Quartan itself (that ancient Raph

of Physicians) and in Chronical Distempers mangegonderful Effects. Here among many of my
Observations | will give you one only Experimertl§JTORY OF DROPSY CURED] In the Year 1665. A
young Maid, aged twenty one Years, swollen to anneous grossness with the Dropsie, came to me for
help. I took this only for her Medicine. For | galwer no other thing, then this very Medicament éwac
Day, to which | dayly added a Clister: and in twedtys she had sweat so much, as her Body waséskse
half. Within that space of twenty Days, as | saltk also voided of Urine (provoked by the same
Medicament) not a little, but her Sweat was wonderf

Note: me Friend, and Lover of Art, that this Oihather you prepare it yourself, or receive it framtoher
prepared by him, doth not imitate other Diaphorksién operating, which being used, will in thersfi

Dose provoke Sweats. For if this be given to adPativhose Body is obstructed with Humours, the firs
Dose acts nothing, but gently opens the PassalgatsSiveats may be procured; the next day it causeth
gentle and kindly breathing of Sweats only; thedtiay it Sweats moderately; but the fourth Dayg an
thence forward, it causeth such an aboundance ebSws the Waters proceeding thence run through th
Bed upon the Floor. here is need of a true Physidigercules Club will profit little, if not in théland of
Hercules himself.

[THE QUINTESSENCE OF ANTIMONY, ITS WONDERFUL VIRTUE]

The Dose of it before Coagulation is eight Graaieh in Wine. It makes a man very young againydedi
him from all Melancholy, and whatsoever in the Badynan grows and increaseth, as the Hairs angNail
fall off, and the whole man is renewed aBhenix(if such a feigned Bird, which is only here fordfmple
sake named by me, can anywhere be found upon Earémewed by Fire. And this Medicine can no more
be burned by the Fire, than the Feathers of tHatann Salamanderfor it consumes all Symptoms in the
Body, like consuming Fire, to which it is deservelikened; it drives away every Evil, and expelsTalat,
which Aurum-Potabileis capable to expel. Thé&strumof Solonly exceeds every Medicine of the World
when rightly prepared to perfect Fixation: for thetrumof Sol and theAstrumof Mercury arise almost
from the very same Blood of their Mother, and frone original of vivifick Sanity.

*Let no man here prodigally or rashly wast his ownld; now he hears of the Astrum of Sol, nor expose
himself to so great Hazard, as to enter a perill@mnbat with vulgar Mercury. In the Chymical World
another Sol shines, and another Mercury attend3upiter. Yet the Chymical Sol, or Mercury herenasg
Gold, but more excellent than all Gold; yea, mootemt than every Mercury, although fabulous, and
feigned to be capable to restore the Dead to liffis:the Gold, and Argent-Vive of Philosophersjalih
Basilius here hints at. But we have treated, andtrtreat of Antimony only.

Now, no man hath cause to fear, that this OAnfimonyExtracted first with distilled Vinegar, and
afterward with most pure and subtle Spirit of Wiaed then further exalted (as highly as possibje) b
Vulcan will in any wise purge, or excite frequent Stoasmake any Alterations: for it effects nothinfg o
all this, but by Sweat, Urine, and Spittle, exghbks very Root of the Disease to amazement, andresst
whatsoever is corrupted by any Symptom.

But Common Glass agkntimony being ground to Powder, put into a little Winéz(six Grains or more of
the Glass, according to the strength of Nature)thatimixture set in heat for one Night, and in the
Morning the Wine* poured off clear from the remaigiPowder, and so drunk by the Patient, purgeth
downward exciting several Stools, and oftentimes @rovokes Vomiting, by reason of the Mercurial
immature Property, which is yet inherent in the<s|aas every intelligent Physician will easily jedgnd
indeed he ought to further to Examine how this §lashen he would purge with it, ought to be prowhke
and administed in a due Dose.



*This is a Common Vomitory, or Emetick Wine, wetdiviam, which all wandering Empiricks now use in all
Places, sometimes with a prosperous, sometimesaitirary, always ambiguous Success; which
proceeds partly from the Physician and partly frdva Medicine. [HISTORY OF GEORGE CASTRIOT]
This is a Thing to be bewayled; for as historidates that George Castriot King of the Epirots, wtihe
Emperour of the Turks had often asked him, hovéhisrd, which he had sent, when Peace was made,
according to his agreement with the Turk, couldpg#rate such wonders as he spake of, saying hesaw
anything singular in it, made this Answer: | didleed send the Sword of Scanderbeg, but not
Scanderbeg’s Arm, with which that Sword was manageds to perform so great Miracles: so, very many
Chymical Medicines, are either dead, or (which mreto be deplored) oftentimes the Causes of Death,
when not managed by the hand of a skilful DoctdricWunhappy Success of this Medicine is caused fro
the Mercurial Properties, with which it is too muithpregnated (as Basilius well notes in this Plaae
which | am wont to correct in this manner.

Take Glass of Antimony, more pure, four ounceseti@mnBorax one-half ounce. Melt them togethersThi
being artificially done, you will have a Green Gdasansparent as Emerald. Grind this to a subtlevBer,
upon which pour French wine, and permit the mixtiorstand for several days in Moderate Heat.

Of this Wine give to the Sick, from one drachmiavtoounces, according to the Age, Habit of Body,
Strength, and other Things either Natural, or natiNal, which the Prudence of the Physician (when h
sits as Judge, whether the Life of any One isylikebe continued or not) ought always well to ideis
That is Emetick Wine may be given to the Sick witperil, Experience the most certain Mistress of
Physicians hath taught me, and yet more than fhrswhen the Wine poured in the Powder shall be all
exhausted, if you pour on more French Wine, thiitalgo be imbibed with the same Virtues. For here
Antimony discovers in itself to be somewhat, thaff iall wonderful Things the most admirable: bessit
contains in itself inexhaustable Treasures, andalgh you take from it, yet you diminish not theuds
thereof. A like stupendous Miracle also is in egtirzg the Vinegar of the same, and in other Waitke f

be kept under the seal of Harpocrates.

Many men are required for the Searching out thedPeand Virtues of this Subject. For | alone, Bsmn
of the shortness of my Time, could not dive intd ararch out all things, do you thy self set albloet
Work, and after me, yea with me, thou wilt praise amd | thee: if you find out anymore; | praise ygu
these my Writings, and shall commend you out ofS8apulcher to which | am destinated, although in
Body thou art to me unknown, nor ever had | angalisse with thee, because perhaps not yet born.
[OIL OF ANTIMONY MADE ANOTHER WAY]

Common Glass dAntimonyis also by Addition distilled into a laudable asalutary oil, which may be
used without peril, with very great profit in tEpilepsie as here following | shall teach.

Grind the Glass ofAntimonyto as subtle a Powder as possibly you can, theit jmtio a Glass-Vessel with
a flat Bottom, and pour upon the Powder Jboe&e of unripe Grapeshen having well luted hte Vessel
digest it for certain Days. This being done abstadiche Juice; afterward, grind it well moistengith

Spirit of Vinegar, and a double Weight of clarifi8dgar. Then, having put it into a Retort, in trenié of
the Most High begin to distil, and at last admiaist vehement Fire, and you will acquire a most Bid
which must be clarified unto Transparency with *8pf Wine.

*When the Author saith, it must be clarified withriBpf Wine unto Transparency; the Admonition g
indeed, but of great weight. For he wills, thastfiil should be driven over by Alembeck, the sigatibn
and manual Operation of which, | have already ab@weght.

The Use of this, given in a small Quantity, is fdun be most profitable. With this Oil Spirit of IBmay

be joined, and the Mixture poured upon a subtlpgmed Calx of Gold, (which how it should be made |
have already taught in other of my writings) whidth before, together with its Water, passed by
Alembeck. If this be done, thidenstruumtake to itself the Tincture* of Gold only, and Vea the Body
untouched.

*Do you think, O Lover of Chymistry, you understamt you read? You cannot understand, unless either
divinely Philip, or humanely Oedipus, appear to yand clearly teach you the way of preparing this
Tincture. The difficulty of the Enigma consiststiis; viz. that all Menstruums, with which Tinctarare
extracted, must necessarily be void of Colour; ntlige how can you know: whether you obtain the
Tincture you would extract, or only retract the gsayou poured on? | will not detain you with a tedio
Discourse full of ambiguities, but lead you asiera&vby the hand, showing you how | instituted Briscess
in the Year 1665. If you thence, by your attentéord comparing the precedent with the present,thade
with thsoe that follow, reap any profit, open thesBm of your Heart, that no part of this may falBarth.



| took that Red Oil, thus far prepared as is alrgathowed, and rectified it by Retort; and then aegua
White Oil, of an acid but grateful Taste. Upon thiured half so much Spirit of Salt: the Mixturre
digested in a Phial for a full Month, that theset&pirits might be well conjoined; afterward, foetbetter
conjunction of them, | distilled them thrice by &etThen | poured them upon the Calx of Gold (the
Method of preparing which you will find in other Mifrgs of Basilius) and set them together in Digest
for a Month; which being elapsed, the Menstruum tiraged with a deep Yellow Colour inclining to
redness. | leisurely poured off the Tincture, aadihg put it into a Retort, with gentle Fire absttad the
Humidity, that a red Powder might remain in thetBot. This Powder | edulcorated with distilled Water
and again extracted the Tincture with Spirit of @/ithen | rendered this Dragon volatile, and gavma h
his own Tail to be devoured for six whole Months] abtained a Tincture most pleasant and grataén;
or twelve Grains of which given to the Sick, prav8kveat, comfort the Natural Powers, and (not tasam
the Intelligent words) in all Diseases both of Humaand other bodies, it is an universal Medicine.
Since it hath happened to me here to make mentite enost excellent of all Tinctures, | will orteach
the Chymist what will be of use to him for the fathat is to say, it is of great concern to knaith

what Menstruum every Tincture should be extradted,it is not sufficient (according to the erronesou
Opinion of many) that Menstruums be sweet and @b@orrosion; but it also behooful, that there be i
them a peculiar Amity and Conveniency with the Merof the Body, on which they are poured, thatrfro
the same they may extract its true and sincerehsnlBy Example, | shall teach you somewhat more
clearly. Distilled Water extracts the Tincture fr@ualphur, made of the Glass of Antimony by distille
Vinegar. But if in this Operation you persuade ysmif you have separated the Pure from the Impure, y
will be deceived: for this Water imbibes a cert&alt, which infects the Tincture; but Spirit of \&in
rectified is its proper Menstruum: because Thayadsumes the volatile Sulphur thereof, and hath no
Commerce with the Salt.

The same happens in Tincture of Corals, whichtimeted with Spirit of Wine distilled upon Orang@l$?
for here you obtain not the sincere Tincture of &@grbecause, by this Menstruum, the pure Sulphuaot
separated from the Body of the Corals. The likeoEto be committed in many other Things, | have
observed by Experience, which should be esteeraduetit Mistress, unless we take it for granted that
chargeable and fruitless Processes are necessaajyired in this Art. But that | may conclude wilte
Tincture, whence all this Discourse hath proceedeudpuld have no man to think this to be the Aurum
Potabile of Philosophers: for this would be a vgrgat Error in Philosophy, and give occasion to
Sophisters (as their manner is) to prefer theirl8sms before the Truth itself. Though this Tinciammost
precious, and a Tincture of Gold, yet it hath oatgumed the Colour of Gold: but the weight thereof,
which is proper to Aurum Potabile, adheres not ¢uwetto.

Touching the potable Medicine here is not placspafaking, unless | would trangress the limits, Whic
have at this time prescribed myself, of Commentjpan the Triumphant Chariot of Antimony, which our
Basil Valentine hath made for it is so truly magaefit. Otherwise, | should declare, how sol might be
prepared by Venus and Vulcan, so as in the spateoofiours to resolve itself into Mercury unitedhwi
Bacchus, leaving very few feces; which Mercuriahbteuum may again be separated from the resolved
Gold; and so you might acquire a most grateful lkiquery ponderous, which can never afterward be
reduced to its former Consistence. This very Opemdthave showed to some Curious Lovers of
Chymistry. But of these elsewhere another OccadidMriting will be given.

[LABOUR, NECESSARILY REQUIRED]

When the Fermentation is made, | shall have ne@dvat Quantity of Paper to declare all Areanum’s
of Nature, which by this Medicine are effected b&ythe Opinion of all men. | urge this so much e
earnestly to the Physician, that he may considesetithings which | propose Philosophically, betake
himself to labour, perform this Preparationfaftimony and deduce it to Use; then, he himself will dayly
find more Praise, and learn from it more Operatibias any of the other Physicians could have pitzesdr
him.

When you shall have brougAntimonyso far, and duely perfercted your Work, in whichuyare to act
prudently, and the matter is to be largely andquinflly weighed, that by Labour you may acquire
Experience; then may you boast that you have odxdaime Magistery, which is known or communicated to
few. This Magistery mix’'d with a solution or Tinctuof Corals, and exhibited with Cordial Water effe
Wonders in Diseases, that are to be cured by pogifyre Blood. And whatsoever Distemper is offeted
you, in which the Blood is corrupted by any Accitlehis Magistery heals it, exhilarates the Heart,
promotes Chastity and Honesty, and renders maarapfit for everything he takes in hand.



For all these Benefits to tiereatorandConserverof all Things, thanks is always to be given frdra t
bottom of our Heart; because he hath with so gteatpassion respected I@seaturesInfirm both in
body and Mind, and supplied us with Means, by whiehDiseases of either may be healed, and we in
every necessity obtain solace, assistance andcpététp.

Now my Intention is to proceed, and speak somewhtite Arcanumof Antimony but with very great
Brevity.

Take ofAntimonymost subtlely pulverized One Part, of Sal Armokfaso called, which is brought from
Armenia

*Of Antimony and Sal-Armoniack equal parts are taaken, which Basilius seems to intend, but | know
not how he forgot to mention it.

also pulverized; mix these, and putting them inResort distill them together,*

*That with one and the same labour, the Sal-Armdniagether with the Antimony, may be distilled and
sublimed, such an instrument, as this | here shmwy glescribing all its Parts, may be made.

A.. is the Furnace. B. the Retort. C. the RecipiBnthe Aperture wit ha Pipe of a Moderate bigness
which may be set the Alembeck E. The other Furisa€ewhich containing a Moderate Fire, sublimes
what falls into the receiving Vessel up into thembeck E. And so the Matter which is distilled fiRatort
B, by the Fire of the Furnace F, is presently suleld; Which may not only be useful in this Casealtnat
in every Sublimation of other Matters.

and upon that which comes forth in the Distillatipour common distilled Rain-water, but let it fitst
made hot, and so by edulcorating remove alSak that no Acrimony may remain, and tAatimonywill
appear like pure, white shining Feathers. Dry thdth subtle Heat, and having put them in a Glass
circulatory or Pelican, pour on them good and meiferectified Spirit of Vitriol, and Circulate the Mixture
till both be well conjoined* and united, then didtine whole, and pour on Spirit of Wine, circulagain;
then let seperated be made, and remové&dicessettling to the Bottom, but keep tAecanumwhich
remains mixt with th&pirit of WineandVitriol.

*This Union must be so firm, as in distilling oneynmat be separated from the other; otherwise ydu wi
lose your Labour and Cost. Of how great momentUti®n is in Chymistry, they best know, who only by
confounding two things together, think they shti#at wonders; but afterwards (their Experiencéditigi
them) they learn how great difference there is betwUnion and Confusion: for Things confounded
receive no Virtue, that was not in them before;iputunion, | know not what Spirit is ingested, whic
performs such things as the Mind of man could npeeceive to have their being thence.

Hence consider in the Generations of Animals (wbaldbelieve it!) how from the Union of Elements is
generated Sight, Taste, Touching, and so many Rogfeknimals, which are insited in none of the
Elements, and yet arise from them united. Whensdevappens, that any Tincture seems to have dnite
itself with its Menstruum, and afterward may beasafed therefrom, that therefore is because Matrigno
is not legitimately Celebrated, nor the union idwe manner perfect; which you shall more than e
to happen in the Tincture of Sol and Antimony.

The Instrument, by which conjoin my Tinctures, anmdwont to copulate them in an undissolvable
Copulation, you shall find described hereafterhistvery Book. That in Spirit of Wine is to be dot®hich
happens not in other Menstruums; because it is easity united to Things, and again with a slight
artifice separated from the same.

Now when you again rectify thisrcanum one drop of it exhibited with Rose water, is mavailable than
a Pot full of the Decoction of Herbs; for it causatgood Appetite, corrects the Stomach, and casedic
malignity in it, drives away Sadness and Melanchoigkes good Blood and a good Digestion; in the
Suffocation of the Matrix and Cholick Passion (bathich it wonderfully appeaseth) it is instead of a
Treasure of inestimable Price and deserves Comrtiendaot easily expressible by Words.

[ELIXIR OF ANTIMONY]

After the Arcanumof Antimonynext in order follows th&lixir* of the same, which you may prepare in
this manner.

*This Process as it is easy to perform, so it maydle easily passed over, lest we should seemkéo t
Pen in hand, rather from an itching desire of Wigtj then for illuminating Things obscure.

Take, in the name of the Lord, gobtinera of Antimony grind it subtlely, and sublime it with half so
muchSal-ArmoniackWhatsoever shall be sublimed put into a Glasatednd thrice distill it, seperating
the Feces everytime. Afterward remove from it #a-Armoniackoy edulcoration, and reverberate the
Matter of Antimonyin a Vessel well closed, with moderate Fire (rmoting too much) until it become like
the Earth ofCinnabar. This being done, pour on it strong distilled WWieegar, and extract its Redness;



afterward abstract the Vinegar, until a Powder liamghis abstraction must be madeBalnea Then,
extract this Powder with Spirit of Wine, that thecesmay be separated, and you will have a pure and
clear Extraction. Having finished this Operationt this Spirit of Wine together with the Extractiono a
Cucurbit and add thereto a little of the Tincture of Ceyaind of the Quintessence of Rubarb, and then
administer the Dose of three or four Grains.

It causeth gentle Stools, and purgeth without @Ggpiof the Belly; and indeed if you have proceedel

in preparing, it renders the Blood agile, and Meicine apt for those who desire Gentle Purgations
Here perhaps sonthysicianmay wonder, how ‘tis possible, that this Medicg#fmuld cause moderate and
easy Purgations, when Astimonyis a Matter vehement and forcible, and to it isgal Rubarb, which of
itself also hath a Purging Property. But let hiraseehis admiration, and know that the venomousipgirg
power ofAntimonyis by this Preparation so mortified, as it canrappnd or expel nothing; but as soon as
some purging Simple is adjoined to it, it then adagy to the powers of its own Nature performs the
Office of opening and purging. BAntimonyprepared hath no action upon the *Stomach, themegpel

its impurities; but by the purging Medicine, it§aatt, acquires a more open Field, and thereinogesmate
without Impediment any other way, and discern, search out the way of Effecting that better, tochtit
was ordained and prepared, without hindrance.

*[CARTHARTICKS EXPEL BUT CORRECT NOT] Note here serpusly, that Galenick Catharticks
have power of expelling, but not of Correction Humsg but Chymical Purgers are endued with either
Faculty; and certainly it should not be minded hmowrch is expelled, but how much is healed, which the
occult power of Medicaments prepared Chymicallyhdotich better effect, than that common and publick
violence of purging forcibly.

59. [ELIXIR OF ANTIMONY, ITS VIRTUES]

| would have all men to credit these words, sinbhave no necessity to write other than the Truthis T
Elixir in such manner prepared, as | have taught, péeetmad purgeth the Body, Astimonypurgeth
Gold, and frees it from all Impurity: So that ifMould at large commemorate all the powers and edrtu
thereof, | must put up my Supplications to @@D of Heaven, and intreat him to vouchsafe me a Ibnge
Life, that | might laud his wonderful Works, andasgh out further, and according to Verity commutéca
to others what | have found, that they with me &xtio admiration, may publickly render thanksheit
Creator, for his so great Blessings.

But to proceed in my purpose, having once begheré describe the Virtues Ahtimony as far as | have
experienced them; yet what is hid from my knowledgright to pass over in silence. For it becomes m
not to give my Judgement of things unknown, andctvihinave not with myself experimented, but | leave
them, commending the same to other Judges, whostitty and labour in this Subject, have made some
good progress. No one man can be so expert in kapthie Virtues ofAntimony as nothing shall remain
unknown by him, not only by reason of the shortreddss Life (as | before said) but also, and deief
because some new thing is dayly found in it.

[ANTIMONY YET CRUDE IT FATTENS SWINE, HOW]

Therefore, let men know, thantimonynot only purgeth Gold, cleanseth and frees it feorary peregrine
Matter, and from all other Metals, but also (byoavpr innate in itself) effects the same in Men Bedsts.

If a Farmer purpose in himself to keep up and fiettey of his Cattle, as for Example an Hog; twohoee
days before, let him give to the Swine a convernige of crudéntimony about half a dram mix’d with
his Food, that by it he may be purged; through tvilargation he will not only acquire an Appetitehts
Meat, but the sooner increase and be fattened ifAmy Swine labour with a Disease about his Liver
other Parts, or else be LeproAsitimonycauseth the Leprosie to be dryed up and expelled.

[WHY AUTHOR INDUCED RUDE EXAMPLES]

This Example seems indeed to sound somewhat gnossuatical, to the Ears of Great men especially; b
my purpose in proposing it was only to the endt phiivate Men and.aicks whose Brains were not by
Nature fabricated to the most subtle PhilosophthefLearned, may see the Truth hereof, in the very
Operation itself, with their own Eyes; also thatthig rude Proposal, they might give greater credihy
other Writings, in which | have spoken a little ma@ubtley of these Things. Yet | would have no man,
following me as his Author, to give a Medicine au@eAntimonyto men; for mute Animals can in their
Stomach concoct much more hard Foods, than theté&amplexion of Men is able to digest. Wherefore,
he who would rightly and with profit ugentimony he must learn the Preparation thereof first, and
afterward know the Dose, as what is convenientHerYoung, and what for the Old; how much may be
given to robust Bodies, and how much to the waakyhich no small Mystery of this Art consists, the
ignorance of which will do more hurt than an impeatiPhysician can do good.



[ANTIMONY DIVERSELY PREPARED HATH DIVERSE EFFECTS]

Should | confirm all things by Examples, that wobklthe Cause of a very Prolix Writing; thereforeill
break off this Discourse, and pass on to anothgpdration ofAntimony and describe its fixedness; which
acts like Wine, from which its Spirit is substrattnd separated from its Body. [WINE HEATS,
VINEGAR COOLS] This Spirit heals the Body internaland if externally applied, draws to itself dlet
Heat of a part inflamed: but, on the contrary, whéthe Wine, Vinegar is made, it cools, either amdly

or outwardly applied; although the Wine and Vinelgave their Original from the same Root, and prdcee
from the same Stock. The Reason of this diversithecause Vinegar is made through digestion anly,
which Putrefaction of the Wine follows, togethetiwa Vegetable Fixation: but on the contrary, $oifi
Wine is made with Separation by distilling, or viedse subliming, which renders the Spirit volatis.

like reasomntimonyis prepared, and according to its diverse Prejoaishath diverse Effects, and
diversely communicates its Gifts to us, which ar@eely comprehensible by the humane Intellect.tBeit
fixedness thereof, touching which | here treathiss prepared.

[POWDER OF ANTIMONY, FIXED]

Take ofAntimonyas much as you will, grind it to a subtle Powaerich put into aCucurbit and pour on

it of Aqua Fortisso much as will stand above it the breadth ofsngers; and having well and firmly
closed the Vessel, place it in a subtle heat fotays, that the Matter may be extracted. Decdrthisf
Extraction pure and clear, and filter it, that iayrbe freee from all feculencies and Impuritiesntiput this
Extraction into a Glass-Body, and abstract allAlyeia Fortisby Distillation in Ashes or Sand, and in the
bottom the Powder gkntimonywill remain yellow and dry. Upon this pour distilérain-water, and put it
in a like Glass in moderate heat, and you will hawRed Extraction. This again filter, and gentlstitlioff

the Rain-water by B.M. and the Powder will remaéd in the Bottom. Upon this red Powder pour strong
distilled Vinegar: this Vinegar will in some timeadv to itself the Colour red as Blood, and put down
Feces Afterward distil off the Vinegar, and there waljain remain a red Powder. This Powder reverberate
continually for three days together without ceasingn open Fire; This being done, abstract thetline
from it by Spirit of Wine, and separate thecesremaining from the Tincture. All these Works beiwigh

so great labour performed, again separate thet 8pM/ine by distillation inrBalneq and a fixed *Red
Powder will remain, which operates wonderfully.

*Diaphoretick Antimony is sold in Shops, but whathbe Author shews us, by the name of Fixed Powder
of Antimony, is not to be bought for Silver or Gdhte Virtues of which so far exceed all that, dich the
Common sort are Partakers: In vain with so greaéation and study (of which in preparing this Powde
there is very great need) did our Philosopher idtéms Work, if these Mysteries of so great Effentst
come to the handling of the Vulgar, or be publiddid for Money. Let him who attains to this fixed
Powder use it in Chronical Diseases, especiallyr@t®wveats are to be excited, and he will see Effect
causing him to rejoice, if he use it in himselfddsy which he will be glorified, if he use it irhets.

Half a dram of this being taken thrice a deig, Morning, Noon, and Night, or oftner, hurts no méaon it
expels all clotted Blood out of the Body, and bdimg taken securely opens all perillous Imposthusmnsl
expels them; radically cures theench Diseasecauseth new Hairs to grow, and notably renoviies
whole man.

[FLOWERS OF ANTIMONY]

Now, since | have taught to make a fixed Powdekmfmony and the Extraction thereof very
commaodious for Use, leaving this Discourse, | psgbriefly to treat of the Flowers Ahtimony which
may be many ways prepared. But the greatest partteom neither can discourse of, nor answer to these
because they have not learned the Processes oOggrhtions: but the least pariz. the Disciples,
Apostles, and Followers of ttf&pagyrick Artwill more esteem my Writings, more diligently dehem,

and more prudently give Judgement of the same.

*How much Chymistry was impeached by Calumniethartimes of Basilius, is manifest by the very many
Reliques of Writers, with which some Theologiciamgrudently judging what they understood not, and
Politicians (not much more prudent than them) hdefamed their own Books; and in the mean while also
given occasion to Others, more throughly searcliig the matter, of judging those very Authorshwibt
greater circumspection to have likewise bespattetber innocent Persons with their Censure. | do no
here speak of those Writers, who sharply repretoemthin Vagabond Sophisters, that covering theinow
Wickedness, under the Pretext of a most nobledarhy a great Name impose great Frauds upon the
People. For this kind of men are not only worthg@fere Reprehension, but also of due Punishmatt. B
what Evil do they deserve, if under their Denomorathe Good be abused? Why is the most certain and
so salutary and profitable an Art proscribed? Besathere are men found, which use not the Arfjtiset



the Name and Shadow of this Art. Yet | am unwiliingrolong this Apology, lest Envy, which hathrbee
the greatest cause of Calumny, fall upon me inrttaaner lamenting, whilst | hear Basilius encourepi
his, and have reason to applaud our own Times hitlwsome part of that most thick Cloud, which cast
out so many Thunders, is already vanished. [CHYMIGKEDICINES SOLD IN SHOPS] In Shops they
now sell Medicaments, Chymically prepared (as #ay) and those very Persons, who are willing mostly
to be esteemed Hippocratick Disciples, scarcelyedarcondemn Chymistry, and since they call into us
what are made by the Chymical Art, they cannot dieyre not those Times at hand, in which Elias th
Artist, the Revealer of greater Mysteries is to e8®f whose coming Paracelsus so clearly propheried
carious places in his Writings? Perhaps it willwerth our while, for the Solace of the oppressed
Disciples of Basilius, to quote certain placeswinich he predicts the coming of Elias not then barhich
is any One commodiously interpret, as all otherisgs/ of that man are to be taken, he will find maghof
absurdity in them, unless he resolve to discoveohin absurd Stupidity, or wicked Envy. In the Boibk
Minerals, Chap 8. Paracelsus thus writes: whahis most vile, GOD suffers to be discovered, butavhw
is of greater moment is yet hid from the Vulgatjluhe coming of Elias the Artist; others read tiithe

Art of Elias, when he comes. And again, in his BafdWinerals, Treatise the first. It is indeed tr(saith
he) that many things lie hid in the Earth, whiclag,well as others am ignorant of. For this | Kn&QD,

in time to come will manifest his Wonders, and ¢pttim light many more of them, then unto this Dayeha
been known by us. Also this is true; there is matlabsconded, which shall not be revealed; theeefor
there cometh One, whose Magnale lives not yet,sihth reveal many Things.

Therefore be comforted, be comforted, O Lover gin@stry, and prepare the way of that Elias, who
brings happy times, and will reveal more Secressmtbur Ancestors, by reason of Envy, and the Ityopfi
their Days durst discover. Whosoever thou art, eosing in this Art, confer some small matter te thi
felicity; and let us give the World that Medicimehich by reason of evil Humors predominant, it aatnn
take all at once, by degrees, that it may graduadlyover of its Disease, and the Time of Elias c¢fore
Arts also, as well as is understood of other thjigs/e their Elias, saith Theophrastus) where [t ng
lawful for us to speak freely of these things, apdnly to do good to our Neighbours, without peutiea

of the Impious. Read, understand, and comfort yalfivgth these.

But, my Disciple and Follower, if you will imitatee, my advise is, that you take up your Crossysit f
and suffer as | have suffered; learn to bear Petigex; as | have already born it, labour, as atl ou
Predecessors with me have done; with continualdPsageek unto the LokdOD, and be thou patient, and
laborious without weariness, and then bhest High who hath mercifully heard me, will not forsakeeEh
for this Cause | every hour give thanks30D, as my Eyes are filled with Tears can and do sgne
Now, to proceed in my Instruction, touching fHewersof Antimony it is to be understood, that the true
Floresof Antimony may be prepared, not one, but various ways, lasaa/n to everyspagyrist There are
some who drive them, mix'd witBal-Armoniackover by Retort; then they edulcorate them, byhivas
away theSal-Armoniackand these they greatly esteem; for these Floarersf a fair and white Colour.
Others have perculiar Instruments for this Worlegarred with windy Caverns, through which the
Antimonymay receive the Air, and be sublimed. Othersirgethree Alembecks one upon another sublime
them with strong Fire, and with one and the sarhedamake white, yellow, and Ré&dbres; all which
ways | have tried, and found no Error in them:tihet Process, by which | make FlowersAotimony most
profitable for Medicine, and more efficacious irithOperations is this.

I mixed the red Flowers @gfntimonywith Colcothar of Vitriol, and sublimed them toget thrice. So, the
Essence of Vitriol ascends with them, andRleresare more strong: which being done, | extract Hraes
Flowers with Spirit of Wine. ThEecessettle to the bottom, and separate themselvestiierSpirit. These
the Artificer lays asie, and distils off the SpwitWine inB.M. until the Powder remains dry.

[FLOWERS OF ANTIMONY, THEIR VIRTUE]

These are my prepared Flowersfmitimony which | administered to my Brethren, and othessp in there
Necessities, required help of me, for their Soplstsal, in respect of my Ecclesiastical State] or their
Bodies temporal, by reason of the Trust they regp@seny Art. Thesd-lores purge gently, without
frequent, or excessive Stools, and have cured martianandQuartan Feversalso very many other
Diseases; so that | purposed, by the help of ouio8aJesus, and his most Holy Mothéary, to ordain in
my Testament a perpetual Monument upon my Altaslldhe Cures which | have performed by his grace;
that | might so doing, not only give thanksG@D, but also make my Gratitude known to Posteritgt th
they likewise may acknowledge the wonderful workghe Most High, which | (by my diligence) have
extracted from the Bowels of Nature, and which imeslelf had hid and absconde in her profound and mos
secret Recesses.



But touching the Sublimations aintimony which are afterwar called Flowers; let the Reddeher
observeyiz that they are like Waters, which break out inhhigountains. Now, of the difference of
waters, which arise in the highest Mountains, yelaigher than they, if such can be foun; for evetou
them woul the waters ascend; since it is knowrt, iththe tops of the highest Mountains, Springvely
often issue it; an of other waters which are foyrdigging deep in the Earth, and by following their
Springs must be searched out: [MATRIX PERCULIAR E®ERY ELEMENT] any man may judge that
theMatrix of waters in the Earth, is on one part more abuihglagplenishe with the Riches of waters, then
on another; since every Element hath a pecMetrix, either strong or weak, according as it is produce
by theSydus whence Elements derive their Original an havadpeNow, when such Batrix is strong and
potent in the Earth, it can drive forth its Seedmsgly and efficaciously from itself, by a vehement
Pressure, even up to the Snowy Mountains ofpg or to the very top of thBabylonish Tower.

*This Parable is of very great moment, but so véegrao those, from whose Eyes the Cataract isrtake
away, as to explain it to them, would be to holdamdle to the Light of the Sun: to others, from seho
sight the Cataract is not took off, this place give® occasion of detracting the same. Therefor],re
peruse, and meditate; Day is an Instructor to they[the later Reading explains the former, and the
former the later.

If any fatuate man hear this my Discourse, he sdif, | am either mad or drunk with Wine; but thiff e
no other than a Reproach, like to that, which veest apon the Disciples of our Saviour. Of Sublimati
the Reason is the same; for as Waters, which ang timaes found in the highest Mountains, are more
salubrious, and more cool than those, which byidiggdeep into the Earth are found in Plains: sthef
Matter by pressure & force of fire be driven upwsatd the Mountains of the Ancient Wise Men, whaddie
long before my time, the Earth, which for the muestt is unprofitable, remains until its Salt shl
extracted from it for its proper use. Thus is m&eéparation, by which the Evil may be distinguisfredn
the Good, the Pure from the Impure, the thick ftbmthin, the subtle from that which is not subdled

the Venom from the Medicament. We miserable MortaysDeath which we have deserved for our Sins
are put into the Earth, until we putrefie by tirmed be reduced to filths; and afterward by the ldabgy

Fire and Heat raised, clarified, and exalted teeke&ial Sublimation, where all okeces all Sins, and
every Impurity shall be separated, and we mad&tms ofGOD, and of Eternal Life, unto which the Lord
of his Mercy and Goodness bring me with you. Blbpe no man will take amiss this Comparation of the
Mundane with the Spiritualiz. the Heavenly Exaltation with the Earthly Sublifmat For no man should
suppose what | have done, to be done without Reasmather know, that | am not ignorant what hster
or black, how much the tenebrous and dismal Afiediffrom the serene and clear Heaven. Thereforesle
break off this Discourse, and produce another Pagipa of Antimony

Let the Disciple, Apostle, and faithful Imitator Aft, understand this Instruction, and accordinthetrue
Philosophick Doctrine faithfully consider, that ey&xtraction fromAntimony(as also from all other
Things) hath great difference in Operation, whiefther consists in the Matter, nor is known by the
Matter, from which it is drawn; but consists ancheéns in the Preparation, and in the Addition, ol
the Virtue is extracted from the Matter, as is kndwy Experience; as for Example. Whatsoever is
Extracted fromAntimony or any other thing with Spirit of Wine, hath a &her virtue of Operating, than
those, which are extracted with good and sharpdéneThe Causes of this | have already hinted in my
other Writings; but the principal Cause have igduse all Extractions made with Spirit of Wine nfro
Antimony or any purging Herbs, Roots, or Seeds (understatitk first Extraction) powerfully expel by
Seidge: but on the contrary, whatsoever is extdawith Vinegar, purgeth not downward but rather
prevents that, and retains in a certain peculiarmag by which the Volatile is changed into fixed.

This is a singular Secret, and Arcanumof great price; but there are none, or very feunfily who mind
such things; because many things are hidden, artk&ply buried in thi&rcanum which no One, either
Master or Servant, nor any Wise man of this Wodthhunto this Day observed or considered.
[EXTRACT OF ANTIMONY] Therefore the Extraction gfntimonyis made two waysjiz. with Vinegar,
and with Spirit of Wine. Vinegar obstructs, andr8mf Wine, of itself powerfully expels and causet
Urine, as also Stools; as elsewhere in another erdarshewed, and especially where | speak of my
Twelve Keys, as nhamely, that the Extraction of GlaBAntimonymoderately purgeth; but on the contrary
the Extraction of the same Glass, which is madh Wihegar purgeth not: which is true and not petmix
with any falsity. But this Experience gives occasaj thinking and reflecting, by which way of Reasw,
Nature gives promotion and production to a trudd@bpher. But it is a thing much to be admiredt tha
every Subject, which is first of all extracted wpirit of Wine, should have a Purging Propertyt Waen
Glass ofAntimonyis from the beginning extracted with distilled ¥gar, and that Vinegar again



abstracted, and then tAatimonyextracted with Spirit of Wine, all its venomous gimg virtue passeth
away, and no sign thereof remains, nor assumest#dlf any power of provoking Stools; but it perhs
its Operations by Sweat, and other ways, chieflghljvation and Ejection by the Mouth; it searchedh
all hurtful Evils in the Body, purgeth the Blood:dis the Diseases of the Lungs, and profits thdseaxe
strait-breasted, and troubled with a frequent Colgh word it Cures very many Disease, also asstiag
Malignant Cough, and whatsoever is of that Dispasjtand is a Medicine very admirable.

Moreover, thre is another ExtractionAfitimonymade in this manner. Grind crudatimonyto powder,
and pour upon it strong Vinegar, not of Wine, batd@ of its propeMinera, and expose the Mixture in a
Vessel well closed to thgolarheat; then, after some time the Vinegar will Ingéid with a Blood-like
Colour, pour off this Extraction clear, filter &nd distil by Alembick in Sant: then again, in dlisty, it
shews admirable Colours, pleasant to the Sightywarrdierful in Aspect. This Oil* at length becomesdR
as Blood and leaves mafgcesand prevails against many Infirmities: [EXTRACT @NTIMONY, ITS
VIRTUES AND USE] for its singular Virtue and Usedesmmanded in the Leprosy; the New Disease
lately risen amongst the Soldiers is by it consuied dried up, and indeed it effects Wonders.

*Here thy Sincerity, Valentine, is suspected. Wholgathis thy Prescription make this Quintessence,
which Petrus the Spaniard, in his Book of the Qegaénce of all Things, deservedly extols, as thatgst
Secret of Philosophy? What shall | say? Malice reakee, not a perverse, but timerous man, featasg,
if Arcanum’s should be communicated openly to ticked, they would do more hurt with them then good.
This Process seems to me to be purposely desatiseirely by this Religious Man (why else should he
not have written otherwise!) because he knew tims §bArt would understand it by his Prescript. Bt
you, Reader, may understand, you have not in y@@ntsyour Money in buying, or time in reading these
Commentaries, | will clearly and nakedly discowerbu, how | myself have oftentimes performedvitrig
Work: do you give good heed to all Things, that gy not at all be deficient; for the Operationg &0
concatenated, or co-linked together, as one beingted, or negligently performed, all the other are
spoiled, and your Labour cannot answer your Desires

Take the best Minera of Antimony, which is friglite if you take crude Antimony, as Basilius se&ms
indicated, you can effect nothing; because it letbady lost its most subtle Sulphur in the first
Distillation) grind it to so subtle a Powder, asiitay pass through a Tiffany Seive: put it into &@hbit,
and pour upon it Vinegar, which according to Artistilled from its proper Minera. Set it in Digést for
forty Days, and (if you have exactly observedhitigs, which are here unto required) your Vinegdt e
tinged with a Colour red as Blood. This red Tinetypoured off by Inclination, put into a Retort, agehtly
abstract the Vinegar. The Powder remaining extrgith Spirit of Wine, that it also may contract abdtl-
like Colour. Put this Extraction into a Circulatolessel, like to this, the Figure of which | hexpa@se;
because | never found any more apt to render tliritsSypolatile: Then place this double vessel iMBto
be digested so long, as until you see the Tinctise itself upwards and pass over volatile by Aleok;
seeing this, cool your Vessel, and put all the bfatito a Cucurbit, and distil the Spirit according Art,
which will pass over the Helm as red as Blood. Tagain abstract the Spirit, and you will have a mos
ponderous, thick Oil.

How this Oil should after this be joined with itwm Salt, and united, we elsewhere speak; the uadich
in amending Metals is very great. Here we have ritesd it, and brought is so far, as it becomes a&mo
excellent Medicine in grievous Diseases, whichiaml places accounted uncurable. It performsntsole
Operation by Sweats. And since there is no Disealsieh it helps not; what need is there to name?adhy
is better to be altogether Silent, then to detfamin its praises, by reciting a few. There is nanadno
hath made any Progress in Chymistry, that knowsamatt the Quintessence of Antimony is.

The Physicianbefore all Things, should diligently contemplateuse, according to his own Experience
and Knowledge; but especially completing its Prapan in a due manner, without being weary of his
labour, or forgetting any of those Things which prescribed to be performed.

[LIVER OF ANTIMONY]

Again, another Extraction @&ntimonyis thus instituted. Take, in the Name of the Laidintimonyand
crudeTartar, of each equal parts; put these well mixed togathBowders, into a strong Crucible, which
will not suffer the Spirits to penetrate it, andibthis Matter in the Fire, until thEartar be wholly
combust: this work must be done in a Wind-furn&end this burnt Matter to a subtle Powder, andrpou
on that Common Water first made hot, and so edatedhe Matter by Lixiviating. And so it becomes a
Liver*, so called by many of our Ancestors, who livedddefore us.

*The Liver is a Cause of much Discourse in Banqaeid,the Liver of Antimony will be to us no small
Occasion of the like in Chymical Operations. Butha first place consider, that instead of Crudetdi it



is better to take Salt of Tartar, not only for alerating the Operation (for otherwise it must beltex so
long, as until the Tartar be changed into Salt) bhiefly, that you may have Glass of a far betteloGr.
Also Basilius forgot, or for some Reason did otoigppoint the Glass first to be poured into a Elat
made hot, and then beaten to Powder in an hot Mootherwise the Glass, by reason of the Salt of
Tartar, as soon as it takes the cold Air is chanid a certain Pulse or Pap. Besides, he omitted t
determine the Quantity of Water, in which this Pemshould be dissolved, that we may have a more fai
and deep Colour; in which Exaltation of Colour venyich is sited. Also the Precipitation of the Lifrem
the Water, which must be made with Vinegar, belnagbin Silence; although this, and the above
mentioned, are necessary in this Operation.

Here | am unwilling to forbear to admonish, that waly in this, but in every Melting of Antimonlyet
Artist ought to observe the Face of Heaven, andrbleig Work when the same is clear and serenauf y
do otherwise, you will in vain deplore the Obsaquof the Colour in your Liver of Antimony. For iy
laugh at me, attributing much Virtue to the Inflaen of the Stars, | shall deride you, deploring the
unluckie Success of many Processes. But | wouldigass so far, as to take on me to prove thaig#of
Celestial Influences, against men, either knowimgjte, as they cannot understand, or having
experienced somewhat do not discern; but in thenmub#e are so obstinate, as they will not belidvase
things which they see, have tried, and in very deedd to be so. | would no more urge Reasons again
these men, then against these, who deny even ttatiduof Metals by the Stone of Philosophers. We
judge such men more worthy of Contempt than Réfatatho say that is not possible, which they have
beheld with their Eyes, and done with their harfdsit is very rude to say, | deny, | deny, who\as?
These perverse men by their thus acting, do soreefimovoke the patience of good ingenious Artists,
judging that they, with a certain Zeal of confirmiwhat they assert, will proceed so far, as to alise to
them their Experiment of so excellent an Art. Badiv hot think that any of them, who have obtaiied t
Mystery will be so imprudent, as unadvisedly ta €sarls before Swine, and to discover to the uthyor
what GOD hath revealed to him; or give them ofBinead he Eats, which is not to be cast to Dogs.
Therefore, returning to the Matter from whencedrdssed, | affirm, that there are some times ofytar,
in which if Liver of Antimony be made, and precfgtd with a due Menstruum, it will be imbibed with
altogether another Colour, and be endued with otietues than that, which is made at another tieue
that, both for Metals, and for healing the Infirmag of men, as | my self have experienced in maayays
Diseases, and Symptoms of Diseases. | will alsafaddfrom the Liver of Antimony may be extracted
Redness with Spirit of Wine, which Redness is maldé¢ile, and passeth over the Helm, which also bay
exhibited to all without danger. Nor is there amgat need of that Caution of Basilius (even bethee
Redness is volatilized) that it must be given amall Quantity. For being given from thirty to fpror fifty
Drops, it sweats moderately, and doth not Purg&¥@mit: but it effects wonders in purging the Blood,
extirpating the Roots of a Disease, and rendrirggRiatient vigorous, by insensible Expiration, atsd i
occult Virtues. This Vendible Wine needs not thehRBif Eloquence to commend it to the Sick; who once
having experienced its Virtues, know what it canadal that it as much answers their Desires, ag the
esteem their Money.

Put this Liver dried into &ucurbit pour thereon most pure Spirit of Wine; abstrhet$pirit by distilling
in B.M. so that a third part only may remain. But beforstilbation, the Spirit of Wine together with the
Extraction must be filtered through Paper. Thisr&stion may indeed be profitably used; but in alsma
Dose, and with great Caution. What happens in@jpieration is very admirable. For the Spirit of Wine
abstracted, can no more be united with the redaEtitm, whence it was distilled; but one floats\abthe
other, as Water and Oyl, which cannot be mixed.iBihe abstracted Spirit of Wine be poured updreot
Liver of Antimony it again attracts the Colour to itself; yet ttathough poured upon the former
Extraction, cannot be mixed therewith. Which ishéng so strange, as it may be nhumbered among
Wonders. But who can declare the Wonder&0D? or who will worthily esteem the Gifts of the Ciaa
which he hath implanted in his Creatures? by uscstaperscrutable with deep Meditation.

| before made mention of the Extractionfoftimony from its Glass* by Vinegar, and also by Spirit of
Wine: but | now say, when such an Extraction is enlag Vinegar, and the Vinegar is again abstracyed b
B.M. and the Powder which remains is resolved in a ihptése, into Oyl or Liquor of a Yellow Colour; it
effects such Wonders in Wounds, new and old, &éther can, nor dare to commit them all to writing.
*Here our Author acts as a Teacher careful, andd@iiffection, who not satisfied once to mentiarihd
often inculcate the principal Precepts of his Dawtr But, what it is, that specially moves himepeat the
Virtues of the Sulphur of Antimony, | see not: &i¢hs he repeats nothing in vain; therefore do thou
Reader, if thou judgest it of Concern, more atientinsider, whether you may not here find somettiadt



is not mentioned, or the Reason why it is agairkepmf. |, who profess myself to write to the ligeht,
reiterate nothing here. He that comprehends, et bbmprehend; he that hath not there understoéehrl
will not here understand.

[LIVER OF ANTIMONY, ITS VIRTUES]

For it represseth all Symptoms of what kind so gseffereth none to take Root, and admits no
Putrefaction in fresh Wounds. Also the Extractiénhis Powder, before Solution is made by Spirit of
Wine, effects the same, and yields not us infddasther Medicaments, which are administered agains
internal Affects.

| have often made mention of this Preparation iepbf my Writings, also in this Treatise Afitimony
very largely; because | know how great benefits lzot great Secrets are latent in it. Thereforepehmo
Disciple will be affected with tediousness, by Reaef Repetitions in my Writings, which | faithfyll
open and bring to Light. For whatsoever | writeidd without Reason; and my words are Short, butireq
much Consideration, although often repeated. Tdgherant my Discourses contribute little
understanding, to Children and the unexperiendte Rrofit; but to my Disciples and Apostles, much
health and prosperity.

[EXTRACT OF ANTIMONY, BY A CAUSTICK WATER]

There remains another Extraction by a Caustick YWatkich Experience hath taught me in this manner.
Take of Vitriol and Common Salt, equal parts; frirase by Retort distil a Water*, which being forced
by vehement fire, comes forth a matter like thirtBuy or the Sediment of Oil Olive, which keep agar
use.

*Here | will teach you the Manual Operation, O Loe#iIChymistry, which undoubtedly you will greatly
esteem of, when you shall find the great commdiaiitseof in operating. Lest, as it often happensnvh
you distil the Spirits of Metals, your Vessels dtidne broken. Of your Earth Retort A. open the upyde
B. into which put your matter by Parts, lest aljéther senting the heat, should act all to forgilalyd
presently Close the Hole with its proper Coverti® Spirits received in the Vessel C. exit is givgthe
hole D. into the other opposit Receiver E. to wtaghin is applied the other Receiver F. So, theemor
subtle Spirits ascending through the Hole D. sétilhe Recipient F. But the more gross remairhan t
bottom G. of the Reciever C. This Instrument vélhiost apt for your use here; not only, as | skeist, a
most strong Spirit passing out break the Glassesalso for other Works, as by an easy Speculatmn
will hence gather.

Subtly grind the Caput-mortuum, and in a Cellampeit to resolve into Water, this Water keep aitief

it through Paper. Afterward takéungarian Antimonygrind it to a fine Powder, and having put it in a
Cucurbitwith a flat bottom, pour this Water thereon, aatithe Vessel in Heat. When it hath stood there
for a due time, the Matter will be like @&methystwith a blackish Violet-Colour. Then augment theeF
much, and you will have a transparent Colour, likéo a blueSaphire From this Colour precipitate a
white Powder, by pouring on Common Water. [EXTRAOF ANTIMONY, ITS VIRTUES, AND USE]
This Powder taken, hath the same Operation, aethExtraction of Glass dntimony by Seidge, and it
also excites Vomiting. [MARS TRANSMUTES INTO VENUS8j that Solution made from tf@aput-
Mortuum and kept in a Cellar, if thin Plates of Iron bgedsted Mars will be truly transmuted int¥enus
as Experience will teach.

Now further consider. Take that distilled Oil or ¥ as is spoken of above in this process and ipour
uponCrocusMartis, with Sulphurreverberated to a Redness; set the Mixture in,Haat you will have an
extracted Tincture dflars, red as Blood. Take of this Extraction one pdarthe Red Extraction of
Antimony which is prepared with fixed Salt Nitre and Spifi Wine, three Parts; of the WaterMércury*
leisurely injected through a long Pipe; one Part;

*[WATER OF MERCURY, HOW MADE] Chymists, that they mith the Ingenuities of their Readers;
and more, lest any but the true Students of Arilshpenetrate into their Secrets, deliver not difgs in
one place, but scatter their Documents, that byOligent Collection of them, they may judge ofithe
Aptness, as the Eagle proves her Young, exposamg th the Solar Rays: so you see Basilius here
proposeth the use of Water of Mercury, which hglato be made in his Treatise, which is called a
Supplement, or rather gave a rude Draught of thatcess. For neither there, nor here doth he make
mention of an hole, that must be open, in the sappart of the Retort, and thereinto a long Pijiéed
through which the Mercury may be put in, in veryabmRarcels. For if you include a very small paft o
Mercury in a Retort, first made very hot with a @efent Fire, as this must be, if you would extraet t
Spirit, that Mercury, with its own vehement andamnéable violence, would not only burst the Retaut, b
overthrow the Furnace also; unless you give itr@géa space, and greater liberty of Flying; so thatter it



hath visited many Retorts, it may rest, and bew were tired, settle. But since it is well knotgrall true
Chymists, of how great Virtue this Mercury is,hie Resolution of Metals, | will here make no furthe
mention thereof.

and of the Calx of Gold dissolved in this Causti¢kter, half a part. Mix all these together, anérattey
are canted off clear, distil the Mixture with a Mwdte Fire in Sand. All will not pass over by Diation,
but a fair clear Solution remains fixed * in thet®an; which we may use in old open Wounds, wheitein
laies a Foundation for Healing to Amazement.

*This Solution is not yet fixed, but if you be rie¢ady wearied with labour, by a further Operatipou
may fix it. The principal Use of this is, in the &mdation of Metals, which Basilius doth not so mash
mention. Now the Genius of all Chymists will untierd me, here candidly discovering this Secretlto a
Do thou, Lover of Chymistry, in mind and thoughfyvfollow me expounding the Oracle; but the
Operation cannot be so swiftly performed.

This Powder must first be Extracted with strongegiar, which afterward abstract, and what remains in
the bottom edulcorate with distilled Water: agaixtfact it with Spirit of Wine, and abstract the Spiand
in the bottom will remain a Red Powder. Join thighwthe fixed Salt, which is made of the Feceschvhi
remained after the Vinegar was used for Extractitamd deliver it to Vulcan for three Months spatemttit
may no more fly from the Fire, but most pleasirgglgrt with and in the same. If you perform thigj yo
have Two conjoyned in an inseperable Matrimony: yma have separated the pure from the impure, have
rendered the Volatile fixed, and fixed the Volatilad are not far from that Felicity, which will swer all
your Desires.

The Caput-Mortuunmwhich is left, being resolved in an Humid placields a Liquor so sharp, as Agua
Fortis may be compared with it in sharpness. But of tlegsmigh at this time. For | must now speak of a
White Powder, which may also be prepareduofimonyin this manner.

[POWDER OF ANTIMONY, WHITE AND FIXED] Take purédntimony which is brought from
Hungaria or found in like Mountainous Places; grind itsubtle Powder: take also the same measure of
pure Salnitre, which hath been the third time @itily cleansed. This Composition burn in a newegtaz
Pot (which was never infected with Fatness) inr@@atory Fire; not all together, but by parts, and
divers time. This way of Operating, AncieéspagyristcalledDetonation a Term of Art to be learned by
the Disciple of Art, as being not Common to evenstitk, in his Artifice and Experience.

This Operation being performe,d grind the hard Brativhich remained in the Pot, to a fine Powded, an
upon it in another Glazed Pot pour common Watenwavhich when the Matter is settled again repeat th
pouring on of Water several times, until all thén8ee be extracted: Lastly, dry the remaining Mattand
with fresh Salnitre* as much as its own weighbistn it again, and repeat the same Operation the th
time.

*[POWDER OF RULAND] Basilius doth not misguide @ladde you, O Lover of Chymistry, whilst he so
candidly discovers most Secret Mysteries, andremestly and faithfull present their wonderful EtleAs
by this very Operation you have an Example: Foerdthe first Detonation with Nitre, and so soonyasi
shallhave separated the Salnitre from the Powdér piire Water, you have the Powder of Ruland, with
which that man effected so many Medicinal wondehgreby he got to himself so great a Name, and so
much Wealth. Which, if you prepare under a cer@amstitution of Heaven (as | advised, in preparing
Liver of Antimony) you will have so much the betigrhow much the more Red: for the Colour is thel S
thereof, the Effect of which in Medicine, Rulandyad and commended; but he, neither exhausted its
praises, nor did he persuade the Unexperienced sih@reat Virtues were latent in this Medicam@aihis
Crocus of Metals (for so it is called) is not thahich is publicly sold in Shops, upon eight Graifisvhich
they pour two ounces of Wine, and although the @itk drink that wine, without any other Powder, it
oftentimes works so forcibly, upwards and downwaagseither way, sometimes both ways, the liff itse
issues out. But the use of this is thus. Take e, ten, or eleven Grains of this our Authomsparing
the first Time, according to the strength of thekSand all other Things co-indicating; pour on th¢hree
or four ounces of Wine; for it matter not much, thiee you take more or less of the Wine. Set theukéix
in B.M. for the space of four or five hours, andestract a most Red Tincture from this Crocus ofdiée
(which in an infusion of the Crocus of the Shopmece be extracted) this Wine, no impregnated wti¢h t
Sulphur of the Crocus, together with the more supdrt of the Powder, which in canting off comet bu
give to the Sick, and it purgeth kindly upwards dodinwards without molestation. Nor doth this
Medicament only expel Humours, but (as is propekritmonials rightly prepared) it strikes at therye
Root of the Disease, and whatsoever in the Bodgrisipted and declined from its due state, that it
amends and restores. What wonderful Effects, thlis Bincture hath discovered to me, | forbear to



mention, lest | should be compelled to bring ti@nedit in Question, who have experienced themhib t
only believe me, whosoever thou art, that woulsst@Chymical Medicaments, always be sure to take the
true Tinctures of Things, in which their Volatilalghur is absconded; if you neglect this, you netgyeur
own Fame and Gain, and the Health of the Sick.

What remains after this third Operation grind suatle Powder, and on that pour the best Spi\vife;
circulate the Mixture for one Month, in a CucurbitCirculatory diligently nine or ten times, soeft
pouring on fresh Spirit. This being done, dry tlevBer with gentle heat, and for one whole Day kieep
red hot in a Crucible, such as Goldsmiths use tib tmeir Metals in. Afterward resolve this Powdar &
moist Place, upon a Stone or Glass Table, or irs Bgged to an hardness) into a Liquor, which setdat,
again dry, and reduce to Powder. This Powder effeany egregious and wonderful Things, which cannot
easily be believed by Those, who have not provedg#me.*

*If you have believed, or experienced the virtughisfPowder once detonated, you will not be a Témom
in this third Detonation. Set to your hand, touctdaise this, and it will perform the same, whiaketr
Diaphoretick Antimony can, but with greater Segquanhd Efficacy.

But it operates not suddenly, it must have timexercise its Powers, and shew its own Virtue, ley th
Testimony of Experience, very admirable.

[POWDER OF ANTIMONY, WHITE AND FIXED. ITS VIRTUES]

Whosoever labours with internal Imposthumes, let take of this white fixed Powder ghtimonyin the
Spirit of Wine, or any other rich Wine, the foughrt of a Dram, five or six times a Day, and hd firld

his internal Imposthume opened, and all the CoagaiiBlood to be expelled by degrees, without anil pe
of Life or Health. He, hwo is afflicted in his Bodavith the New Disease of Souldiers, if he use Bosvder
in the aforesaid manner, will also find this Evdinsumed throughout the whole Body, and by the same
expelled. Moreover, it produceth new Hairs, andwates a man to the admiration of all men; it givew,
sound, and pure Blood, and is the Effecter of schmBood, as ever the least part of it (althoughitizqu
seems to require this) cannot by me be describeédared. [NO MAN MADE DOCTOR WITHOUT
LABOUR] It is not fit that | should here manifedt things clearly, and in such manner, as any man,
without Labour and Toyl, by reading my Writings, yrtzecome a perfe@octor; no more than it is fit, that
a'Young Country Manshould be fed with the whitest and best bakedaBrevhich he hath not prepared
with his own Labour, or the Corn of which himséifashed not out.

*Valentine hath so clearly detected all Things, asman, either before or after him, hath done it enor
clearly. All that came after him seem to have cordgpand agreed together to spread Clouds over tha
Light, which he brought into the World. Hence jttisat they do not Publicly extol his Praises, adiag to
the high Esteem every man Privately hath of hinn;hawe they translated his Books into other Tongues
although He, of all Authors, is the most worthy,0/gpeaks in the Languages of all Nations, that ag m
be a comfort to the Lovers of Chymistry, erringhia Labyrinths of others, and always produce a Gdv
spring of Philosophers. But no man should thinkt tie could so clearly speak, as every man, hagdlin
Chymistry (according to the saying) with unwasheohtts, might presently understand him; that is, as
himself saith, not possible to be done, nor ixjtezlient that the Son of a vile Clown should eghefinest
Flower, in preparing which he took no Pains; yet f@low he confesseth) our Author hath used plain,
simple and clear Words.

[AUTHORS APOLOGY]

But | make too large a Progress in this open Foéldoctrine, in which Ancient Hunters take theirks,
and the Young Ones presently follow them with tiNgts. For my Style (as all my Writings witnessjtha
a certain singular purposed Method, like that bPailosophers before me. If anyone think it stgrtgat |
here propose certain singular Processes, in whicRimosophy differs from other, let him be ansviere
with this, that Philosophic Speech much differsrirthe Method of other mens Discourses, who nakedly
and sincerely declare some Process, without anyiduitkes or Cloudings of Enigmas. Therefore, coasid
the difference, and accuse not me, as if | hadadedifrom Order, in my Style of Philosophy, and of
Preparations and Processes. For in a Philosopkmbise, it is not behooful to learn and judge lo&atv
appertains to the Theory, but the Practice teagmitthe Instruction of Processes; therefore imthteue,
simple, clear and well grounded Words are to be.use

[BALSOM OF ANTIMONY] Also, of Antimonyis made @alsom against grievous Diseases very
profitable; yet not Crud@ntimony but of theRegulughereof, whence may be made livikigrcury, in the
following manner.

Take of the bedtlungarian Antimonyand crude *Tartar equal parts, and of Salnittédpart; grind them
well together, and afterwards flux them in a Wingriace; pour out the flowing Matter into a Conej an



there let it cool; then you will find thReguluswhich thrice or oftner purge by Fire, with Tartard Nitre,
and it will be bright and white, shining like Culagé Silver, which hath fulminated and overcomatall
Lead.

*What | advised to in the Preparation of Liver oftitrtony is here to be repeated; instead of Crudearar
take Salt of Tartar, by which the Operation wilbser and better proceed. Salnitre here is unprbfiga
Therefore, take Antimony and Salt of Tartar, ofreaqual parts, melt them and make a Regulus, aouprd
to the Rule here given by Basilius. If you castyath@ Glass (as all men for the most part do) ydude

ill. [TINCTURE OF ANTIMONY, FROM ITS GLASS, ANOTHEB I, of that prepare a very profitable
Medicament in this manner. | grind this Glass intent Mortar, taking heed to contract no Humiditgrir
the Air, which may easily be prevented, and hapingjt in a Phial, pour Alcohol of Wine thereon,dan
thence extract a most beautiful Tincture, in Colced like Blood. This Tincture is a most excellent
Cordial, if thirty, forty, or fifty Drops of it béaken in convenient Liquor, and that, if you willjce or
thrice a day; for it is taken with safety, and reates the whole Man.

Grind thisRegulugo a subtle Powder, and having put it into a Glpssir it on Oil of Juniper, or Spirit of
Turpentine, which comes forth in the first Distilan, and is pure as Fountain Water; keep the Vegsi
closed, in a subtle heat BfM. and the Oil of Juniper, or Spirit of Turpentindlllwecome red as Blood,
which pour off, and rectify with Spirit of Wine. l8.SOM OF ANTIMONY, ITS VIRTUES] This is
endued with the same Virtues, as Balsom of Sulpmit,shall then show, when | write of Sulphur,dese
they require one and the same Preparation.

Of this Balsom only three or four Drops, takendarin a Week with hot Wine, heal the Diseases ®f th
Lungs, cure the frequent Cough, asthma also they are conducent in tertigo, prickings of the Sides
and in diuturnal Coughs.

[OIL OF ANTIMONY PER SE] Also many Oils may be pimed ofAntimony someper seand without
Addition, and many others by Addition. Yet they am endued with the same Virtues, but each eritsys
own, according to the Diversity of its Preparati@fiwhich | now give you this Similitude. There arany
kinds of Animals, which live only in the Earth, ase many Creeping Things, Worms and Serpents; also
others, some of which are new kinds, which befoegeawot, and also these proceed from Putrefacfion o
the Earth. Some inhabit the Waters, as all kindsigtfies; others fly through the Air, as every Kaid
Flying Things, and Birds; some also are nourisimetthé Fire, as the Salamander. And besides thedee i
more hot Regions and Islands, are found many @thienals, which to these Nations are unknown, which
prolong their Life by the Solar Heat, and which sieesoon as brought into another Air. Agimony when
prepared by the Addition of Water, assumes anatatre and Complexion for operating, then when
prepared by Fire only. And although every Prepanatif it ought to be made by Fire, without whick th
Virtue of it cannot be amnifested: yet consideat tihe Addition of Earth gives it wholly anothertiee,
than the Addition of Water. So also wh&ntimonyis sublimed in Fire through the Air, and further
prepared, another Virtue, other Powers, and an@bperation follow, than in the Preparations already
described. Therefore the Oil Ahtimony per se without addition, and the true Sulphur thereaf ar
prepared after this Method.

[TRUE SULPHUR OF ANTIMONY]

Take crudeHungarian Antimonyput that ground to a subtle Powder, into a Gassurbitwith a flat
bottom: pour thereon the true Vinegar of Philosephendred more acid with its own Salt. Then set th
Cucurbit firmly closed in Horse-dung, BtM. to putrefy the Matter for forty Days, in which &nthe body
resolves itself, and the Vinegar contracts a Cotedras Blood. Pour off the Vinegar, and pour esk
and do this so often, as until the Vinegar can noenbe tinged. This being done, filter all the \{ae
through Paper, and again set it, put into a cl&ass firmly closed in Horse-dung, BrM. as before, that
it may putrefy for forty Days; in which time the Bpagain resolves itself, and the Matter in thes&la
becomes as black &alcanthum or Shoomakers Ink. When you have this Sign, th&m Solution is made,
by which the further Separation of Elements is pred. Put this black matter into another Cucutbit,
which apply an Alembick, and distil off the Vinegaith Moderate Fire; then the Vinegar passeth tedrc
and in the bottom a sordid matter remains; grirad th a subtle Powder, and edulcorate it with ltbsti
Rain Water, then dry it with gentle heat, and pint & Circulatory with a long Neck (the Circulaganust
have three Cavities or Bellies, as if three Glolerse set one above another, yet distinct or apatt #om
other, as Sublimatories, with their Aludel [or Heade wont to be made, and it must have a long Nikek
a Phial, (or Bolthead) and pour on it Spirit of Winighly rectified, til it riseth three Fingers aleathe
Matter, and having well closed the Vessel, sat & moderate Heat for two Months. Then follows haot
new Extraction, and the Spirit of Wine becomesgpamnently red as a Ruby, or as was the first Etitnac



of the Vinegar, yea more fair. Pour off the Spifitvine thus tinged, filter it through Paper, and i into

a Cucurbit (the black Matter which remains set@s@hd separate from this Work; for it is not padfle
therein) to which apply an Head and Receiver, andngy firmly closed all Junctures, begin to distil
Ashes with moderate Fire: [GOLDEN COLOUR FROM ANTOMIY] then the Spirit of wine carries over
the Tincture ofAntimonywith it self, the Elements separate themselvek &acn other, and the Alembeck
and Recipient seem to resemble the form of purel @ahsparent in Aspect. In the end some few Feces
remain, and the Golden Colour in the Glass altagdils. The red Matter, which in distilling padsever
into the Receiver, put into a Circulatory for teay3, and as many Nights. By that Circulation Sejaras
made; for the Oil thereby acquires Gravity, andasafes itself to the bottom from the Spirit of Wiaed
the Spirit of Wine is again Clear, as it was atfiand swims upon the Oil. Which admirable Sejamas
like a Miracle in Nature: Separate this Oil* frohretSpirit of Wine by a Separatory.

Here you have not only whatsoever can be madetirhAny, but also almost all that can be promisedby
Chymist. This is that with which all the Books biGhymists are filled, which is involved in so ngan
fables, complicated in so many Riddles, and exj@ieath so many obscure Commentaries, that is,lwhic
in all the World is desired by Fools, sought by $uns of Art, and found by the Wise. This Basitusals,
this he repeats, this he inculcates; this is hisifiphant Chariot, which he as it were carries ahaund
often shows in the various Parts of his WritingsfdBe in this Treatise, he presents it under thenBa@f an
Extraction of Crude Antimony, here it is Oil of Ambny, soon after it is converted into a Stone cwiis
called the Stone of Fire. Thus this Proteus oftéfers itself, always various, yet always the same i
Substance. Compare all these Processes, whictoaséien diversely propounded, which these my
Commentaries made upon the Extraction of Crudemdarty, and you will have the Work complete in all it
Numbers; you will have a Treasure, in which, if ¥mow not what you have, | remit you to Aesop’s
Dunghil-Cock, who found a Gem in the Dunghil, butw not what he had. Consider diligently, O Lover o
Chymistry, and you will find that no man hath deatire clearly and sincerely with Thee, than Basijliu
and me after him, who show thee there the Harewb&h so many Others have hunted in vain. If gow
be not here wise, you will not be healed with thkegicrya’'s. Therefore | will add nothing, lest bke
Fools mad, who now indeed are wise.

This Oil is of a singular and incredible Sweetnegth which no other thing may be compared, it is
grateful in the Use, and all Corrosiveness is sgipdrfrom it. No man can by Cogitation judge, by
Understanding comprehend, what incredible Effgm$ent Powers, and profitable Virtues are in thogy&
Oil. Therefore this thiSulphurof Antimony | have given no other Name, than my Balsom oé;Lifecause
it effects very much, by the Grace®OD, in those, in whom was no help to be hoped for piytthe

mercy of GOD, and nothing remained by a most certain expectatiahanging Life with Death; as my
Brethren can witness hath been often done. Itskéth a man so, as if he were new born; it purifies
Blood; mixt and exhibited with the Tincture of Clwat cleanseth Leprosy, and expels every Scaighwh
through impurity of the Blood takes Root in mandiives away Melancholy and sadness of Heart, it
confirms the Junctures, and above all strengthensieart, when given with the Magistery of Peaklso

it helps the Memory, and in Swouning a more nob&gMine is not found, if six drops of it mixt with
equal parts of Oil of Cinnamon be put upon the Ten@nd the Nostrils and Arteries be anointed with
little of the Essence of Saffron.

Ah GoodGOD, what moves me to speak, write, and invent marigdgih For | suppose | shall find few
among theédoctors who will give absolute Credit to these my Writingvhich | have declared faithfully,
instead of a Testament, to my Disciples, Apostes, Followers; but Others, who before knew these
wonderful Effects, and have often in Truth expecihthese Virtues, will more accurately attend, and
more easily believe, and for this bounty of miwiz.(because | have opened, by the permissidb@b,

the Powers and Virtues which are infused in theattires, and have as it were freed them from Prison,
brought them to Light, and unto free Operationkegive thanks, and speak honourably of me, after | am
reduced to Dust in the Grave.

[ANOTHER TINCTURE OF ANTIMONY]

Another way to drivéAntimony without Addition, over by Alembeck is this.

Make aRegulusof Antimony by Tartar andSalnitre as | have above taught, grind this subtily, put &
great round Glass, and place it in a moderatedfeégand. This way th&ntimonywill be sublimed:
whatsoever shall be sublimed, that dayly put dovth & Feather, that at length it may remain in the
Bottom, and there persist until nothing more afaih be sublimed, but the whole remains fixed in the
Bottom. Then is youReguludixed, and precipitateder se But consider, here is required a sufficient
time, and repitition of the Labour often, beforaiygan obtain that. This Red Precipitate take autdgt to



a subtle Powder, which spred upon a flat and cBtane, set in a cold moist Place and there lehitain
for six Months; at length the Precipitate beginsesolve it self into a red and pure Liquor, angl ieces or
Earth is separated from it. [TRUE SALT OF ANTIMONYhe Salt ofAntimony | say, only resolves itself
into Liquor, which filter, and put into @ucurbit that it may be condensed by extraction of thegm|; and
again set it in moist Place, then will yield yoir farystals. Separate these from their Phlegm,theg will
be pellucid, mixt with a red Colour; but when agpumified become white. Then is made the true Salt*
Antimony as | have often prepared it.

*Like with like, is a Proverb among the Greeks, enldere manifest in our Chymical Work. For thistSal
acuates all Menstruums, for their more easie exioacof Metals; but those Extractions most, which a
made of Antimony, as of a Mineral to it of affirdtyd like.

[SALT OF ANTIMONY, AND ITS USE, WHEN REDUCED TO OIIOR SPIRIT]

This Salt dry, and mix with WenetianEarth (which is called Tripel) three Parts, andtiong Fire distil it.
First a white Spirit comes off, afterward a redrBpivhich also resolves itself into white. Recttfyis Spirit
gently and subtily in a dry or moiBllneq and so you will have another white Oil distilledm the Salt of
Antimony This Qil, but why do | call it Oil? this Spirit,should rather say, since the Salt is distilledin
Spiritual Manner, in Quartans and other feaversrofhanifests its Virtues, and is very conducent in
breaking the Stone of the Bladder; it provokes &lrind is profitable in the Gout. Outwardly applied
old corrosive Wounds, which have their Operati@mfiMars, it purifies them. Also this Spirit of the Salt
of Antimonypurifies the whole Blood, as the Salt of Gold d@thd although, in healing very many other
Diseases it may be profitably applied, yet it i$ s perfect, as the above described red Qrgimony in
which its Sulphur is deduced to the highest, pedifand separated, as | said; therefore | forbespdak
more of this.

Now, since | have treated of the Sulphur and Saftrdimony and shewed how they may be reduced into
Oil and Spirit, to be subservient to Medicine; tdé&eating further, purpose to speak oMisrcury also,
and to manifest what Medicine lies absconded, arithaere buried in it.

[MERCURY LIVING EXTRACTED FROM ANTIMONY]

Take theRegulusof Antimony made in such manner, as | above taught, eigl$.P2alt of Humane Urine
clarified and sublimed, one Part. Sal-Armoniack Baet: and one Part of Salt of Tartar. Mix all 8ats
together in a Glass, and having poured on stromgeVWWinegar, lute it with the Luting of Sapiencada
digest the Salts with the Vinegar for an entire khoin convenient Heat; afterward put all into a Gut,
and in Ashes distill off the Vinegar, that the Sattay remain dry. These dry Salts mix with threddRat
VenetianEarth, and by Retort distil the Mixture with stgphire, and you will have a wonderful Spirit. This
Spirit pour upon the aforesaRkgulusof Antimonyreduced to a Powder, and set the whole in putiefac
for two Months. Then gently distil the Vinegar fratnand with what remains mix a fourfold weighttb&
filings of Steel, and with violent Fire distil byeort: then the Spirit of Salt, which passeth catries over
with itself theMercury of Antimonyin the Species of Fume. Wherefore in this Openagiou must apply a
great Recipient with a large quantity of Watertjrso doing, the Spirit of Salt will be mixed wite
Water, but the Mercury collected in the Bottomla# Glass into true livinylercury.*

*What were Arcanum’s in the times of Basilius, ae/iin our times but vulgar Chymical Works. How
often shall we find any One, who numbers himsetfragrrue Chymists, that is ignorant of the way of
making Mercury of Antimony? either in this manreer Basilius teacheth, or in another. For various
Artificers have now invented various Methods, avehe One useth that, he best approves of.

Behold, O Lover of Art, | have showed you, howlaitimonymay be made runningercury, which very
many have so long, and in so many Parts of the #Mmlight; and how we may use thlercurywith
praise in Medicine, | will here discover and setvddn Writing.

[MERCURY OF ANTIMONY, ITS MEDICINAL PREPARATION ANDUSE] Take in the Name of the
Lord, of thisMercuryone Part, express it through a Skin, and pout ofired Oil of Vitriol highly
rectified, four Parts. Extract the Oyl, and therBpiof the Oyl will remain with thélercury. Force it with
vehement Fire, and somewhat will be sublimed. TSuislimate again put down upon the Earth in the
Bottom. Then pour on other Oil, of the same weaghbefore, and repeat this labour a third time. The
fourth time, put the Sublimate which ascends wigh Earth, and grind both together, and the whollebei
clear and pure, like 8peculunor Crystal. Put this into a Circulatory, and pourit a like weight of Oil of
Vitriol, and thrice so much Spirit of Wine. Circtgauntil Separation be made, and at lengtiMbecury
resolve itself into Oyl, and float about like Oili@. When you see this, separate this Oil fromdtieer
Liguor, and put it into a Circulatory, and theraupon strong distilled Vinegar, and permit it saégt foro



about twenty Days. Then this Qil again acquiregite Gravity, and settles to the Bottom; and whexso
Veneosity was in it, remains in the Vinegar, whigh be tenebrous and altogether confused.*

*There is no need of Torches at Noon Day, nor @ahmentaries in so perspicuous a Description, by
which Basilius teacheth to make the Mercury of Aatiy. Begin leisurely, give heed to all particulasd
your Work shall never deceive you. Lest | shoultkelathe Author, | desist from Commenting; but add,
that | doubt not, but that this Mercury will marstevonderful Effects in the Humane Body: Yet | heote
experienced its Virtues for the health of Anim#isrefore my Commentaries must not exceed my
Experience.

But in the Emendation of Metals, it shows itselhiécendued with singular Virtues. For | say, aneacly
affirm, he that can bring this Oil here describedRasilius, to the state of a fixed Stone, mayygibat he
aht a fixed Tincture, only inferior to the one oHling of Kings, the Great Stone of Philosopherseivh
thou hast proceeded thus far, O Lover of Chymistoynot back, nor take off thy hand from the Plough
but go on chearfully, perhaps in so great a Grove.

The Golden Branch, with Leaves and Twigs of Gold

Will shew itself to Thee.

[OIL OF THE MERCURY OF ANTIMONY]

This is a greaf\rcanum and seems repugnant to Nature, that this OilldHast swim, and afterward
being rendered more ponderous, settle to the BoBuihconsider, the Oil of Vitriol is also heavygty
when theMercuryin its Separation is not altogether pure, it staaldove it; but when the impure Lightness
is taken from it by Vinegar, because the Vinegauages that, then the Oyl receives its just weight,
becomes compact, and settles to the Bottom. Thiei©yl of theMercury of Antimony which is the
fourth Column of Medicine.

Now come hither you Lepers! where be you? | wipsly you with means for Health. This Oil is profita
against the Apoplexy, comforts the Brain, makesaa industrious, and cherisheth the vital Spiritthef
Ehad. If anyone hath laboured long with grievousdases, and will for some time dayly use this @4,
Hairs and Nayls will fall off, and he will be renated, as a man newborn. All the Blood in the Humane
Body is by it so purified, as every Evil is takefiifoom it, and expelled. This heals theench Disease
which we have lately inherited; for by this Medieiit is radically extirpated. And, to comrpehendcimin
few words, the praise of this Oil is greater in No&tk, than can be expressed in Speech or Writing.
Why do we, miserable Mortals, taken from the Eaatig ready to return into Earth, stick here? Whyvdo
not hasten to give Thanks @odour Creator, for this Medicine so mercifully granted to Us?uDoctors
(if it please the Gods) of either Medicine, comen® a religious man and ServaniG®D, | will manifest
to you what your Eyes never saw, and will show gfmiway of Health and Sanity, which before you meve
knew. Yet if any one be found among you, who undexds my Processes, and the way of Preparation,
better than [; let him, | pray, not be silent, et & Seal to his Lips: for here | stand ready #orienor am |
ashamed further to inquire, and desire that Lighich before | knew not. For | have often saidf this

our Life is circumscribed with more strait Limitken that one man should be able to search ouhalgs,
which Nature bears absconded in her Bosom. [IDLESIESONDEMNED] But on the contrary, | being
the Author, let them be silent, who have experidriess than the Author, let them be silent, whoehav
experienced less than I, and if they have notrathto a solid Understanding of my Writings, letrthnot
attempt to amend them, or (like Brawlers) with insiderate Words reprehend, what they never leamed
the Schools, and the Processes of which they megeived from men skilled in the Law. For my Terms
otherwise sound, and signify other than theirs, appose themselves against me, and who are shdmed o
the Labour of Planting Trees, and of Grafting fudiSprouts thereon; therefore they always abideragn
dry and withered Wild Trees, and can never att@ianty Branch of green, sappy, and well manured Frui
Trees.

[FISHES DIE NOT OF COLD]

Hasten not, | say, O man experienced in our Arpass your Sentence of Judging, and be not witbng
condemn, what you have not yet yourself acquiredfgughts, or gained by Discipline. Many imprudent
men frequently say, Fishes are frozen in Watersthimse discover their own imprudence and want of
Knowledge. for it will never be proved, that a Fiskien in the bitterest Winter will ever be frozen
Waters, as long as the Ice of those Waters is daglgen by the diligence of Mortals. [WHY THEY DIE
IN FROZEN WATERS] But the reason why Fishes didh@ésause, when the Ice is not opened, their
respiration is hindred, and they thence are suféatdor it may easily be proved, that no Animal tee,
when to it the Use of air is denied. Whence it m&yl be concluded, that those Fishes, which aradou
dead under the Water, in an extreme Cold Seasemadiof Cold (as men of little understanding thihiat



because they are deprived of Air. By like Reasbat(tve may apply this Example) | say; sidggimony

is to produce such admirable Fruits, it is to Besteout of the Mountains; but first, by the Caretwf
Miners spiracles, or breathing places, are to nfiadie, and afterward it must be prepared with Wakér
and Fire, as with auxiliary Mediums, lest its fretsness be suffocated in the Earth. But with naandy
laborious Preparations of Artifice, it must be nfestied and brought to Light, for the expected Sanatf
Diseases, by reason of which it hath been so looglt into.

[ADVICE AFTER REPREHENSION] Where now, O wretch! ashontemnesAntimony and among all
men accusest it as mere Venom, where is thy Riektari Dialect, wherewith to defend thyself? Butcs
thou understandest neither White, nor Black, nae@r nor Red, nor Yellow; nor knowest which way to
go about to justiffAntimony its Virtue, Power and Ultility, being unknown teet, thou doest well, if thou
keepest Silence, and permittest this Reprehengithy dgnorance, as a Wave driven with vehementwin
to fly over thy Head; fearing, that if those Wiralsd Waves should be predominant, thy own weak and
frail Bark would be sunk and submerged. To avoidl pleril, seasonably call upon thy Sleeping Mastsr,
the Disciples of ouBaviour Jesus Chrigtid, when they feared they should perish. Yet mhist not be
done with a dissembled and feigned, but with a émek pure Heart, without all Hypocrisy; then your
Redemption and Help will undoubtedly follow, sotthraall Verity you will see and find the Winds atite
Sea to obey you, and all Things be brought to gséred End.

I wish man were but so disposed, as he would dimdptain somewhat with labour and Diligence, then
certainly the gods, the Presidents of ProsperitlyAm would give Success, by which such a Discipid
Follower of Art might be assured, that in the wigl8chool of Art, and desired Domicile of Grace,i¢igl
and Health hsould not be denied him, but that hesklf should certainly see and find the Foundatibn
the Corner Stone, upon which he might commodiohsiid up all the other Orders of Stones. tHen would
cease the so many evilly founded ImpertinencieBatflers, which in the Schools stun the Ears of
Disciples, and in Houses the Ears of the Sick;taadVatter itself would speak, as it were with open
Mouth, and by certain Experience confirm, that atlésor Palace of Stone cannot so easily be sEiren
and burnt, as a Pidgeon-House, or the old NestStbek composed of rotten Wood, and dayly driedemor
and more by the Sun.

[CENTER OF ART, NOT KNOWN BY EXTERNAL ASPECT]

But my Auditor and Disciple, do thou with sharp gathent weigh this my sincere Information, and iwth
fervent desire strive to penetrate the inmost GeoftArt, which by the external Face can be knoamad
man; prosecute and press after the Virtue and Ptheegof, no otherwise, than as a Hunter pursiWdd
Beast; search out its Footsteps through the Sr@awvybu may rightly distinguish, and not take amtHa
instead of an Hind, or an Hare instead of a Foxjiwe a false estimate thereof, by erring from its
Footsteps. Well, cast out your Nets, and take ditmdé of Fishes, according to your own Wish or ibes
Place your Threads as is behooful, and dispodgedBirds, which allure others to their place, apdhis
way of Fowling you will fulfil your desire with pffd. That by these, to every Searcher | may briefly
propose my Admonition and Advice, | say: My Frighd Hunter, dispose rightly your Nets and
Instruments for Hunting as behoveth; and you Mariméio Night and Day sail through the vast Sead, an
are often driven hither and thither by the Windsedeed to the Point of your Compass, and unddupte
you will reap profit, and not bring home your Shéuiftly returning, without great Gain of Merchandi
But why do | treat of many things, or spend timgnafitably (as tatling Sophisters are wont to do) i
beating out the empty Chaff? | am deceived; [WORDFSTHE AUTHOR ALL OF USE] I do not
unprofitably spend my time; for all the Words in Mjritings are of use, and in them are found few gmp
Letters, which contain not some Utility togethethwa profitable Instruction, so that the time | sghén
Writing will rather be a Recreation, than a Burtiterme. Therefore now, after the manner of Fenders,
will step back one pace, and into the Chymical katwry infer a new Doctrine of External Things;
[ANTIMONY IS A PRESENT HELP AGAINST WOUNDSYViz. Show, thaAntimonyis of such a Nature,
as may be prepared so, as to yield present hélfedicine pertinent to External Wounds, which
manifoldly offer themselves to us, and are deltgr€hirurgy. therefore | will begin and briefly dam

my Processewjz. how that is to be used in Medicine, and how iy peofitably be prepared.

Whosoever thou art, among Junior Students, thated¢s$o search out the Occult things of Naturel &@n
bring her hidden Secrets to Light, attend to whestyl, that thou mayest be able to distinguish Damf
Night, and what is clear from the Obscure.

[ARCANUM OF ANTIMONY]

Take ofHungarian Antimonyne part, Common Salt half a part, and six parirgilla not burnt, grind all
together, and distil vehemently with a continuakRuvithout Intermission and at length an Oil witinoe



forth: from this abstract its Phlegm by Distillatidhat a red dry Powder may remain in the bottbthe
Cucurbit This Powder grind subtily, and resolve it inthiquor, upon a Marble Stone; and you will have a
red shining Balsom for Wounds, which far excelsyv@any other Balsoms. [ITS USE AND VIRTUES]
Its Use* is principally in Wounds, which have beelong time open, and in the Cure of which Breetors
with their Plaisters, Unguents, Oils and Ligamearutsld effect nothing: but with very great Disgrabey

at length take off the Horse’s Bridle and Saddhel geturn him to the Stable, whence they had him.

*A wise General of an Army so disposeth his Saddietime of Fighting, that in the beginning of the
Battle, the good and strong Soldiers fight, anthiem End of the same the best and most strong cooeat
with the Enemy; but such as are not powerful enptgtthe first and last Encounter, in Arms or sigh,
are by him placed in the midst, that they may takample of fighting from the Former, and hope dphe
and Victory from the Later. The Emperor is imitatgdthe Orator, in placing his Arguments so, asrey
overcome the minds of men. Basilius imitates tredDyin disposing his Processes so, as he mayhéead
Disciples to Sapience, and the Fruit of Wisdom.haie already had famous Processes, and in exptinin
them have used our Endeavour, and contributed dogte. Now follow those, that are in themselvesrcle
enough, and not of so great moment as the forrhergfore we shall not insist upon them.

[WHY THE AUTHOR SPEAKS SIMPLY]

My Form of Speaking Savours of Simplicity; for | aman Religious, to whom the Method of Secular
Men is unknown; therefore cannot so clearly dedect describe all Things, as the Matter itself seems
require. Such a man as |, as to the Terms, bedeusannot so formally use them, desires to be pawdio
in this, and if he neglect anything therein, hevesthe candid Acceptation of all men, and in respéhis
State offers himself willing and ready to serveGiiristiansDay and Night, and by his PrayersG@®D, to
recompence this their Benevolence.

[BALSOM FOR WOUNDS, ITS USE]

This Oil is salutary in many grievous Accidentsd @specially in old wounds, so that few Medicines a
found, which must not give place to this. Only &t which is prepared with the Vulgar Sublimafe o
Apothecaries, is equal unto it in Effects, andftemtimes by Experience found to be better, esfigdia

the Wolf andCancer and in theNoli me tangereBut in ordinary Fistula’s, and théerpesthe superior Oyl
effects wonders, which were they not confirmed Bpétience, could not be believed, and all which |
recite not, lest someone or other should judgeawmtit from Ambition, or that thence | hunt affeame,
which was never by me either sought or desiredandhmis time, as | can holily affirm, is it aimatlby me.
[ANOTHER OIL OF ANTIMONY]

Now | will give you the Preparation of another Oil.

TakeMercury mortified (which is sublimed to clearness and Sg¢enand sold by Apothecaries) and
Antimony of each equal parts. Grind them together, artidl them by such a Retort, as will retain the
Spirits thrice, and afterward rectify this Oil wiBipirit of Wine. Then the Operation is absolved] #re Oil
becomes red as Blood; but at first it is White, kel Ice or congealed Butter. This Oil effects wers in
many Affects, where Nature gave no hope of Amendnaed it always mostly shows its force, virtue,
power, and efficacy, in the perfect Emendation af Eto Good.

By Addition may be prepared another Oil very padjie in external Wounds.

Take ofAntimonyone partSulphurone partSal-Armoniackpr Salt of Urine purified half a part, and
Calx-vivetwo parts. Expel the Oil strongly: whatsoeverublsnted, that grind with th€aput-Mortuum
and thereon again pour the Oil distilled off, andde distil it; then the Oil is prepared.

When old Wounds can in no wise be healed, therthis®il. For it is strong, potent and penetratiaed
lays a good Ground (even as QOil of Vitriol dothj foture Sanation.

[BALSOM OF ANTIMONY, AND OTHER INGREDIENTS]

An admirable Balsom of divers Ingredients (amongcwlis Antimony very useful in old Wounds is thus
prepared.

Take ofSulphur four ounces, set it over a moderate Fire to raeld, put into it half a pound dercury,

and stir the Mixture so long together, as untilboécome one Mass. [CINNABAR, HOW MADE] This
Mass grind to Powder (for it is made@imnabaris wont to be prepared) then grind with it four ces of
Antimony of redArsenickfour ounces, ofcrocus Martistwo ounces and of Powder of Tiles eight ounces.
Put all these into a Glass Cucurbit, and sublireenthas such things are wont to be sublimed; [RUBDES
ANTIMONY] and in this Sublimation you will have Rigs in Colour not inferiour to the Oriental, buhye
are not fixed; for they are volatile, and fly frdtre Fire. Let the Artificer separate these Rubiemfthe
Cinnabar, which ascends in the Sublimation, griveht to Powder and extract them with strong Vinegar.
This being done, let him abstract the Vinegar Ieilsuin B.M. and a Powder will remain; this Powder grind



small as before, and having put it into anothesglaxtract its Tincture with Spirit of Wine, areparate
the remaining Feces. This Extraction with Spiritdihe digest irB.M. well closed for one Month. Then
abstract the Spirit of Wine, as you abstractedinegar, and put the remaining Powder into a flEss
Dish, and set that dish in a Cellar into a PalldfiMater, that it may Swim upon the Water, ascaiB So
doing, the Powder which is in the Glass will ireavfdays resolve it self into a clear nad perludgglbr.
This Liquor is salutary in old open Wounds, and isulnerary Balsom in like Accidents, if put intzetn,
and they covered round with a common Stiptick Rtaidn diuturnal open Wounds, it leaves no man
destitute of help, although such, as in the Cuneto€h all otehr Remedies have been tried in v@inopen
Ulcers, which have their Original from within, lesgk not here; for they cannot perfectly be healitoart
internal Remedies, [ROOTS OF DISEASES MINDED BY FEM#ich dry up all Fluxions, and radically
extirpate the Disease: although at this time fesvfaund, who bend their thoughts this way, or takg
Course to touch the Root itself of those Diseaseshich | now treat.

If Men would in their Minds well consider the Calgies of Life, into which the Fall of our first Pamts
precipited us, and seriously weigh that Original, Sind the great troop of Evills thence issuiig, of
Sadness, Anguish, Diseases and Miseries, theyirdgnteould spend their time better, and employ more
labour to search out the health of their neighboaosstrictly commended to them by the SupremerRidle
Heaven, and by him commanded as their proper PatyCH AS SHUN LABOUR DO NOT WHAT
THEY OUGHT] But how many (with grief be it spokerghunning labour, consume their time
unprofitably, and do not what was to be done byntheut what they formerly have done, and still ahve
lust to do, being afraid to do so much, as will Hmir Fingers Ends; as if they did envy the Tiadan,
who perhaps gets a small Gain by selling Soap, wihiey would not willingly buy, to wash their dedie
hands. Are not all we miserable Mortals, that lrege, Strangers in the Earth, possessing nothiagwe
can call ours? [GOODS OF GOD LENT, ONLY FOR TIME QF-E] Are not all Things we here use, the
Goods of outord, lent to us, whilst we live and no longer? Theref@eeought so to behave our selves in
using them, taht supported with a good Consciereenay be able to stand in that Day, in which an
Account is to be given for them; and be not for imgratitude cast into Prison, and utter Darknelssre
shall be weeping and gnashing Teeth. If this wieeeMeditation, and this the Intention of every Mhe,
would be like a Monster, if he should think of atting Sin in himself, or of neglecting his Officand all
Men would, with a certain Emulation strive to pleaestheir Neighbours, with the Gifts received from
GOD. But these things are remote from the thoughte@MWorld, and Wordly MeriYioney, Moneyis the
Scope of all their Intentions; this the Potent seieg&ctly or indirectly, and for this the Poor agbservient
to them, that they also may participate of the Marmblniquity.

Yet take heed, | advise you to take heed, lesBthees of that Flesh, sticking in your Throat, saffte you,
or the Back-bones of Fishes pierce your Heart.vihat doth Admonition help which the World little
esteemes of and derides? Hear, | pray you an ijstotearn a Parable. [AUTHORS PILGRIMAGE]
When |, according to my vow, undertook a Pilgrimag8&t. Jamesto visit that holy Place as a Stranger, |
prayed toGOD, and bound myself with a Vow, that if he granteel am happy Return to my Monastery, |
would render him due Praise. He granted my Reqgaast] daily return Thanks to him. But | thoughtmpa
more would have rejoiced with me, and have givamkis to the sam@0OD, for the famous Reliques,
which at that time | brought with me to our Monagtéfor Consolation of the Poor, and many Othéna}
it might procure to it self a Name, in this perighiValley of Tears, that could not be wiped outlny
Oblivion. Yet hence few were rendered either betiemore grateful t&OD, for so great a benefit; but
persevered in Derision and Contempt of that, wiBED will vindicate in the last Day.

But of these enough at this time, let us proceesliminstruction ofAntimony whence yet another
Medicine may be prepared, which | myself have epee to be very salutary; and effectual in evéng k
of Feavers, and in the Pestilence.

[ANOTHER OIL OF ANTIMONY PER SE]

Grind Antimonysubtily, put it inot a Glass Retort, and distiith a strong fire, without any Addition, 3 or
4 times, and always with a large Receiving Vesstdength of it is made a Red Powder, which extwatt
Vinegar, and circulate the Extraction with a gefitie for ten whole Days; abstract the Vinegar by
Distilling, and that which remains, by a singul@srtifice in distilling will be changed into an Oilet this
Oil be further Circulated until all Humidity be dva off therefrom, and it again be reduced to Powadsiit
was; when the Vinegar is abstracted and separat&iskillation, then gather the Oil in a new Reagiv
*This Extraction may be rendered volatile with $paf Wine, after the same manner, as | taughtipou
former Operations.

[QUARTAN, QUOTIDIAN, AND TERTIAN FEVERS CURED]



Four Grains of this Oil taken with water 6arduus Benedictysf the Sick be well covered and Sweated,
healQuotidian, Tertian and QuartaRevers. The same Dose is very available for exugthe Pest, either
given with Spirit of Wine, or with distilled Vinegaaccording as thBaroxysmof the Pest first invades,
either with Heat, or with Cold. [HISTORY OF 3 OF EFAUTHORS BRETHREN CURED OF THE
PLAGUE] Which is witnessed by three Brethren in Monastery, who recovered of the Plague by this
Arcanum, when they expected no other but Death haddmade their Wills. This so reconciled their 8&n
to this my Art, as they helped me, with greaterlZlean before, both by their Prayers and Laboud, an
spent the leisure time they had exempt from Raligibuties, in serving me daily; and in a short time
attained to so great Experience, that by their bwlstry, and the Industry of their Brethren, tlyayned
more true Knowledge in searching out the Arcanufridature, then they could before obtain in a longer
seriesof time. Therefore, for these Men, | give thenmtke even unto my very old Age, and in very deed |
return them thanks, because they deserved so fvak pand of others, by their so faithful Labounf they
finished their Course of this Life before me, antted the way of all Flesh, wherefore | recommevedrt
Reward to the Supreme Physitian, who dwells irhigbest Heavens, and there will refresh them with
sufficient Joy, and make up in Heaven that JusbRgence, which here on Earth was denyed them by
ignorant, and ungrateful Men.

[ANOTHER OIL OF ANTIMONY PER SE]

Another Oil of Antimonyfor wounds, is prepared with Addition in the fallmg manner.

[OIL OF SULPHUR PER CAMPAN. HOW MADE] Take &ntimony Sulphur Saltnitre of each equal
parts; Fulminate those under a Bell, as Otbafphurper Campanis made; which way of preparing hath
long since been known to the Ancients. But Consigen will have a better way, if instead of a Bgbu
take an Alembeck*, and apply to it a Recipientysa will obtain more Oil, which will indeed be die
same Colour, as that which is made of Common Sujgiut in powers and virtues not a little more
excellent, then it.

*| now, O Lover of Chymistry, Speak to you by P&sunot in words onely that by a Compendium of
Speech, you may also have this Compendium of LabodrCharge. Behold this Instrument, and provide
for yourself such an One, that you may follow Basilin making Oil of Sulphur per Campan. For thiay
one ounce will yield you as much Qil, as a Pourtimake in the Common Method. From Sixteen ounces
of Sulphur you may extract half an Ounce of Oylctiothers, in their way, do scarcely expect from
Sixteen Pounds.

We use 3 or 4 Drops of this inwardly taken withr&mf Wine against the Phthisick of the Lungs; but
outwardly, if it first be anointed, and a Stiptiekayster applyed, against all Wounds stinking, temdling
to putrefaction, and so you will find it to be thmst certain Remedy of all Wounds.

[ANOTHER OIL OF ANTIMONY PER SE]

Again another Oil of Antimony against all corrodipunds very profitable, is this way made.

Take ofAntimony one pound, Common Salt dried, one-half poundsTtiroken; five pounds. Grind all
together, and put them into a Retort, whence distiellow Oil. When all the Spirits are come fontut

the Matter in another glass. and from it extraetRilegm, and a powder will remain; which in an ftbm
place spread upon a stone, and you will have anithBiasom, which is a singular Remedy in all
Verminant Wounds, and in the Cancer, which hathdpeheifly in the Face of a Man, and in the Brea$ts
a Woman. Much more might be written of this Balsdlid, | not fear, that every unskillful Man, and the
Rabble of Sophisters would fall foul on me, and ksgyeak too largely, and commit more to writirtger
Experience hath taught me; and so that | boastafBpeculations, and mere Imaginations.
[ANOTHER OIL OF ANTIMONY PER SE]

Moreover, another Oil is made in this manner.

Sublime one part ointimony with a fourth part of Sal Armoniack, with subthére. The Salt carries up
the Sulphur oAntimony red as Blood. Grind this Sublimate to a fine Pervdnd if you took at first one
pound ofAntimony grind with it again five ounces of Sal Armoniaelkd Sublime as before. The
Sublimate dissolve in a moist place. Or otherwigke the Sublimate, and edulcorate it from the Salt
added, gently dry it, and you will have Sulphurjethburns like Common Sulphur, which is sold at the
Apothecaries. From this Sulphur extract its Tinetwith distilled Vinegar, and when you have abs&dc
the Vinegar by gentle Heat of B.M. and by a sulfifgeration again distilled the remaining Powder yo
will have (if in this Operation you erre not) a mé&xcellent* Oil, grateful, Sweet, and pleasanitsnuse,
without any Corrosiveness or peril.

*This is another Repetition of the Process, by wthehBalsom of Antimony is made, as our Authoisaall
in this Treatise, or the Quintessence of Antimoffiyvhich often above. Yet in the process thereiss t



difference, that here the Sulphur is separatedcheySal Armoniack from the Antimony, and then ekchc
from the Vinegar; whereas in the other Process Shkphur is extracted by the Vinegar, whilst iyét
united with the Antimony. But these are not thioigso great a Moment, as to frustrate the Effect of
Operations. Therefore this Variety gives the greatberty to the Operator, that he may not be Sataps
is these Things, in which he understands the Reafsewhat he doth, and of the Method by which he.act
It heals the Phthisick, remedies the Prickinghef$ides; and if any One labours with difficulty of
Breathing, let him take two Grains in the morniagd as many at Night going to Bed. In the Elixir or
Spirit of Wine, and he shall be healed, For itté$athe Passages of the Breast, expells all Inrpsiriand
Phlegmes out of the Breast; and to me it hath gfteduced many unlooked for Effects. But cincetimeo
Preparations oAntimony | have described such Virtues, as with this amamon to them, | Judge it
needless to repeat them all, lest in the Sectafokst | should create tediousness through mulligipof
Words, or alien thoughts by an impertinent Tautglog

In the mean while, the Liquor, which, as | abovie saas resolved in an Humid Place, is an external
Medicine, and very profitable; for it cleanseth thepurities of the Skin, and if a little Oil of Tiar be
mixed therewith, it heals the Phagedena of thed¥sigand it often anointed therewith, it purifibs Skin
and cures Scrophulaes.

[TRUE SULPHUR OF ANTIMONY, OTHERWISE PREPARED)]

Also, Sulphur ofAntimonyis prepared in another Manner.

Grind Antimonyto a fine Powder, which boil for two hours ortfidi longer, in a sharp Lixivium made of
the ashes of Beechwood. When boiled, filterAndimonyclear, and pour Vinegar upon the filtered Liquor,
and then the Sulphur will settle to the bottom vihotd. Pour off the Phlegm and gently dry the Penvd
Distil this Powder with Vinegar of Wine; extracetifincture, and do as you did with the former Suiph
To reduce the same into an Oil by Distilling, isrttoyour while: Although the Oil above mentionedha
greater Virtues, because its Body, by the Sal Aiiark) in the beginning of the Sublimation was hette
dissolved and opened.

There yet remain many things to be writterAotimony and especially Three, necessary to be knwon by
the SpagyrickPhysician and Philosopheiiz. the Preparation of Vinegar, which is made of iisé&da; and
then the Philosophick Signate Star, which is ndig@mitted; and lastly the Lead of Philosophefs, o
which we shall speak somewhat; touching which Maawye imagined Great Things, and though (in their
way of Reasoning, and Speculation) to preparertieeand sincere Mercury of Philosophers of it; Whic
indeed cannot be done, since so great Efficacgtiffom above insited iAntimony as that in it can exist
that Mercury, or of it be prepared. That Mercurthis firstEns or first Water of Metals, which is perfect,
otherwise the Great Stone of the ancient Wise Meihdcnot be made of it. That fireins | say, and the
Seeds thereof, are found in another Mineral, irclvithe Operation (according to the Genius Metals) i
Particular, and most profitable Operation; and desin it you may find whatsoever appertains teriml
and external Medicine. For it is tl@mlumnof every Shop of Apothecaries, if duely prepagel| often
admonish; nor is anything wanting in it, providée #rtist hath learned well to distinguish the Rispion
of Metals and Minerals, and diligently observeshhibie Preparation and UseAxitimony because then,
and not before, follows a perfect Judgement dffierefore | will stand to my Promise and comfort my
Disciples, according to their Wish, by satisfyimgdanstructing them, which way the Separation ob&o
from Evil may be known to them, and giving Inforimat touching the Vinegar of Philosophers, which is
made ofAntimony.

[VINEGAR OF ANTIMONY]

Melt the Minera ofAntimony and purify it, grind it to a Subtile Powder, thiatter put into a Round Glass,
which is called a Phial, having a long Neck, popomit distilled Water, that the Vessel may be fallf
Then having well closed the Vessel, set it to gytie Horse-dung, until the Mineral begins to waot,h
and cast out a Froath to the Superficies: theriiftie to take it out; for that is a Sign the Bodypened.
This digested Matter put into Cucurbit, which weldse, and extract the Water, which will have aid ac
Taste. When all the Water is come off, intend tiie,land a Sublimate will ascend; this again grarith
theFeces and again pour on the same Water, and a seaoedatistract it, then it will be more Sharp. This
Operation must be repeated, until the Water be raadkcid, as any other Sharp distilled Vinegar oh&V
But the Sublimate, the oftner the Operation is adge, the more it is diminished. When you haveiobth
this Acid Vinegar, take fresh Minera as before podr this Vinegar on it, so as it may stand aboveree
Fingers; put it into a Pelican, and digest it tvayslin Heat, then the Vinegar becomes red, and mack
sharp then before. Cant this clean off, and distithout Addition in B.M. The Vinegar comes ofthite,
and the Redness remains in the bottom, which exridic Spirit of Wine is an excellent Medicine. Aga



rectify the Vinegar irB.M. that it may be freed from its Phlegm; lastly dissedn its proper Saltiz in

four ounces of it, one ounce of the Salt, and farsgongly by Ashes; then the *Vinegar becomesano
sharp, and acquires greater Strength, and virtue.

*This Vinegar also is numbered among the chiefadeatthings, which are prepared of Antimony, theeefo
| thought it worthwhile to illustrate this with sen€ommentaries. For although it may be made intag
Basilius prescribes, yet there are still some teimgnting to render the Work both more easy ancemor
perfect, which | here subjoin; For six pounds ofifiony are required sixteen pounds of Distilled &Yat
and when (after Digestion) we would distil it, ateén manual Operation must be observed, on which
depends the Success of the whole Work almosthEdklembeck must be so placed, as his Pipe or Beak
may be covered with Water, which either must bengatthe Recipient, or pass out by distilling irie
same; otherwise the Spirit's of the Antimony wallbst, and more then half part of the same pensithe
Work require much more time for its perfectional/b expressed this by a Figure here placed, theatyf
by hearing do not sufficiently perceieve this, they be seeing understand. When the whole Watbr hat
passed over by Alembeck, the Fire (as the Authoraaisheth) is to be increased, and three Days,aand
many Nights continued without intermission. Theralecool, and the Sublimate, as he teaches, rEgain
be mixed with the Antimony; this Labour for thremy® and Nights must be re-assumed, and afterwards
repeated to the third time. [AUTHOR BALSOM OF LINEAAT.] Then your Water will be acid, as
common Vinegar. If you tinge this Vinegar with ndimera of Antimony, you will have a Tincture, which
Basilius names his Balsome of Life, so often desdribut never sufficiently commended. O, did Merta
know what Mysteries lie absconded in this Tinctuggjestion whether they would be desirous to betia
any other Preparation of Antimony. All things aretlhis One. | have spoken, O Lover of Chymistry, do
thou act.

[VINEGAR OF ANTIMONY, ITS PROPERTY]

This Vinegar Cools vehemently, not as common Vinglgat with great Admiration, and certain
Experience, especially for assuaging the Gangrganduced from Gunpowder; also it heals other ezttag
Wounds and Members, when joined with the Soul efi®awrought up into an Unguent, and applied
outwardly. And mixt with Water of Endive, to whi@altprunellais added, it consumes the Squinancy,
and extinguisheth its great Heat: besides, it agthahe Motion of the Blood inflamed. In time bét
Pestilence, taken inwardly, the Dose of one Spdpséveral times, and outwardly applied to the 8ngt
by Linen Clothes moistened therein, extracts thedvie and most excellently cools: but consider, when
you would use it in this manner outwardly, it mhstmixed with a third part of Water distilled from
Frogspawn.

Many highly esteem the Signate Stadoftimony and very many have endeavoured to prepare itingpa
no labour to attain the same. Which some have eadjwith good success, others have lost all thdiolr
and Cost, Many have assumed an Opinion, that thisiSthe true Matter, whence the Stone of
Philosophers may be made, induced hereunto, byhbigyht or Imaginationyiz. because Nature herself
hath signed it into a Star, therefore they couldammose but esteem of it, and by these Cogitatiere

led into the Way of Error, But | sincerely denounitgt it is nothing so. For these kind of Searshere
from the Kings high-way, and kill themselves inralzering up Rocks and Cliffs, in which wild Goats
inhabit, and Birds of Prey build their nests. Ih@t given to this Star to contain in itself soajrBotency,

or from itself to form so precious a Stone. Yeffirm, that in it liesabscondea famous Medicine, which
may be made of it. The Star is thus made.

[SIGNATE STAR OF PHILOSOPHERS]

Take ofHungarian Antimonys. parts. of Steel 1 part. melt these together Witharts of burnt Tartar,
when melted pour out the whole into a cone, whéd take out the Regulus, and separate it from all
impurity, and the Scoria. Grind this Regulus to Bemand weigh it, then add thereto thrice so mdch o
burntTartar, and pour it out as before. Repeat this labouttilid time; then the Regulus purgeth itself,
and becomes pure and clear. Note, when you haktyrigpmpleted the Fusion, and have used a manual
Operation, as is fit (which is of principal concénrthis Work) you will obtain a fair Star* bringhd

shining like Cupellate Silver, no less artificiaftyrmed, then if some Painter had with Compasses
diligently divided the same.

*Here it is to be noted. In the third fusion of Regulus, the Fire must be vehemently heightenatlifth
any Impurity remain with the Regulus, it may byt ihtense heat be taken away. By this means ydu wil
have a Regulus in beauty and Whiteness comparal3dver, but in Virtue and Price far Superior.

This Star with Sal Armoniack is reduced to red *8uhbte; for the Tincture odarsascends. Such a
Sublimate may be resolved in a moist place intégqadr, which discovers wonderful Virtues in Chiryrg



*This Sublimate, before it is set in a Cellar tothere resolved, should be purged from the Sal Arawin
with distilled Water. They are few Things whickdh®nish, but by the ignorance of these or thoseatgr
Errors are committed, and the Work with all its @oand Charges perisheth, or at least yeilds not
sufficient to pay what the Materials cost.

[ANOTHER OIL OF ANTIMONY MADE OF REGULUS]

This Regulus, or Signate Star, melted often with$toneSerpentis brought to such a state, as at length it
consumes itself in it, and wholy unites itself witle Serpent.* This being done, tBectatorof Art hath a
Matter altogether hot and fiery in which very mwflArt is latent. This prepared Matter resolves itself into
an Oil; this very Oil ought to be brought over thelm by Distillation, and then rectified, that iambe
pure and clear,

*Of a Snake or Serpent the Nature is such, if yacken your hold he riseth up, if you gripe him haed
bursts, the same | fear here: Therefore the Autfadis that a Serpent, which he mixeth with this uReg
But it is the Serpent of a Stone, or a Stony-Sérpecause the Salt, as a Snake willing licks an&to
This Oil may commodiously and securely be takenairdly; but with great Prudence and Caution, and not
oftner then twice or thrice in a Week, and no nadrene time, then three Drops in two ounces of \Wone
other Water distilled from Herbs, according to Ehégency of the Disease. For this Reason, it is the
Physicians part to know the Causes of Diseasesthitegwith the Complexion of the Sick, that he rtfeey
more securely use his Remedies.

[SOME ARTS WHY SUPPRESSED]

This is a famougcrimony* containing in itself manyrcanumsbut there is no need to reveal all things
together and at once to unskillful men. Some Arésta be suppressed, that some Secret®ecahums
may remain proper to the Philosopher, who in seagctihem out hath daily sustained grievous Toil.
*They, who understand of how great Utility it isetdract the Essences from Metals, are not ignooént
the Virtues of this sharp Oil. For this is the oMgnstruum for this purpose. How many are they hdne
spent their whole Life in Chymical Operations, aveder could arrive to the knowledge of a true
Menstruum? To thee it is here revealed, if Heaéitybur aim, you may safely use it in the Bodyoif y
attempt somewhat more sublime, and have alreadyetoed good hope you shall compound it, this is the
principal help of all, for ascending to the Throokthe Chymical Kingdom.

But let him, who resolves to tread in my Footstepsbe weary of Searching; but what | have doriehita
do, and what | have so often desired, and what sdtharnest Wishes | have sought, let him seelseThe
Principles, which | have prescribed you, are sidfitfor to search out the End by. Many have failegh
many have been cut off by Death, before they coutbeir Learning attain to the Principles onlyatls,
they are deprived of Life, before they could acetire Magistery of Art. Therefore, | at first setth a
Book of Rudiments, that the Studious follower of Awho in his first Experiences had need of so much
time) might the sooner attain his desired end,wistied Scope, and next ur@®OD give me thanks.
[ANOTHER OIL OF ANTIMONY MADE OF REGULUS, ITS EFFETS]

Moreover, in this Oil a wonderful Effect is lateRor if this Oil be circulated with Crystals forreetime,
viz. for three Days and Nights (the Crystals being fialcined) it from them extracts a Salt: whichriggi
done, the Oil may again be distilled off by Retdittus you will have a Medicine, which admirably éke
the Stone in the Bladder, and expels it, and thise effects many other Things, by a certain famaouge
in it.

[LEAD OF PHILOSOPHERS]

But that we may also say something of the LeadhilbBophers, let the curious searchers of Natuoswkn
that betweentimonyand common Lead, there is a certain near affiaitgl they hold a strict friendship
each with other. As a Tree casts out of its si@esiiperfluous Rosin, which is the Sulphur of thege; as
the Cherry-tree, and other Trees, which give fettbh Gums: there are other kinds of Trees alsa;wiy
reason of their abundanceMeércury, produce and cast forth from themselves a ceBEaanescency,
which neither in Form, nor Virtue is in any wiskdito their Fruit; but hath wholy other propertias,in
Oaks and Apple-trees is apparent, which produeetéstard Fruits, or Monsters: So the Earth alto ha
like abortive Fruits, which in Separation from fhére Metals, are severed and cast out.

Now although there is so strict an affinity betwéertimony andSaturn yet by reason of the too much
Sulphur which Antimonyhath in itself, it is cast out from it: becausevtscous Body (in it's Nativity)
could not come to perfection; and therefore it w@sstrained necessarily to consist among Minerals:
because it's abundance of I®&lphurwas the Cause, that hindred Mercury, that through defect of Cold
it could neither come to Coagulation, nor into allkble Body. Morever, | say, the LeadAntimonyis

no other, then its Regulus, which hath not as p&tined Mallaeableness. And, as above | said, when



Regulus and Steel by Liquefaction are united, aadlded to a Star, there are many, who would thence
make the ancient stone of Philosophers; which dfgefienied to be possible. Yet what Medicines meay b
prepared of it, you have already briefly heardréfere touching them, | shall not add a Word more.
[WHY THE REGULUS IS CALLED LEAD]

But the Reason, why the Regulus is called and adedu_ead, is this. When that Regulus is takenckvhi
Antimonygives forth from itself in making glass, and putbia Crucible well closed, which can resist the
fire, with the Salt of Saturn (having been firsin@mnted with the Salt for three hours) and thesmitted

to melt together, in a Wind Furnace, the *Regudsen taken out, is found to be rendered soft, aotem
ponderous, then it was before. For it receivesibaderosity from the Spirit of the Salt, whichcatmave it
softness, so that it's Body now is compact and fieav

*| not enviously, as many Chymists do, but affecttely deal with Chirurgeons: wishing that they Vebu
in their mind, as according to their faculty thegyrand ought, endeavour to prepare such helpshfer
miserably afflicted Patients, and such Compendiah&anity, as may be prepared of this Regulus. #oul
you have me discover to you the Mystery? Hear pléhsure, and use it. This Regulus, by the Salt of
Saturn rendered Malleable, must be mixed with egadtis of Mercury condensed by Saturn, and in a
vehement fire fluexed, and so well mixed. The Mattmes forth, in it's external Face like unto 8ilvbut
in its internal Virtues is more noble, and moreqoais than any Silver. But you Chyrurgeon, studigius
your own Art, and by Art covetous of Glory, dedilnzg into thin plates, and externally apply it toWds,
and Malignant Fistula’s. So doing, you will be aredzwhen you shall see Nature, helped by thistért,
perform more, in a very short time, then you ccdgle hoped for in a longer time, by so many Unguent
and Plaisters. The Rusticks (to use the Words sfiliBg) will no more deride and upbraid you, saying
they can effect more with a piece of crude andstgLard, then you are able to do with the laboso
Process of your whole Chirurgick Art.

Therefore | say, there is not much difference betwthe Stignate Star, and Lead?itimony which
notwithstanding are every where distinguished asdiverse things. For either of them is made of the
Glass ofAntimony and prepared into one and the same Medicing, @ssiady by me sufficiently declared.
Here therefore | break off my Discourse, that | reaplain what the stone of fire is, after | shall/h
declared the Appendix which follows.

O GOD grant thy Grace, and open the Hearts and Bafden unwilling to hear, and to them impart thy
Blessing, that they may acknowledge Thee in thyigtency, and wonderful Works of Nature, to thy
Praise, Honor and Glory, and for the Health, Solaaed Confirmation of the Strength of their Neighho
and also for Restoring the Sick to their Pristineatth. Amen.

THE
APPENDIX

For a Conclusion you are further to know, thatimonymay be applied to many other Uses, then as above
expressed, as to Scripture or Printing, for whidhtBrs use it. Also under a certain Constellatod
Concourse of the Planets, a Mixture of Metals islenaith Antimony of which Artists form Signatures and
Characters endued with singular Virtues. Of theesMixture also are made Speculums, of many and
wonderful Aspects and Properties. Also Bells afotnstruments may be made thereof, of admirable
sound. Likewise Images of Men, and many other T¢tfing

[ANTIMONY ITS WONDERFUL VIRTUES, THE HUNDREDTH PARTOF THEM NOT KNOWN]

*The virtues and powers of Antimony which the Auttese in this Appendix so lightly toucheth, and
passeth over, are so many and so various, as intteelkdundredth part of them is not yet known to Men
Which Ignorance undoubtedly redounds to the Regraac Ignominy of our kind; because we Men,
among so many other Animals, only endued with Reasw a Faculty of Discoursing, are hurryed with
SO great impetuousness, to that wicked and abor@riadsire of Gain, as scarcely any Man hath leisore
search out the Wonders, which the Author of Nabath insited in his Creatures. But | am unwilliray t
repeat this Reprehension so often spoken of byntitade | do only call it to mind. This Mineral, imhich

lies hid so admirable Spirit, that by Exhaustingannot be exhausted, hath also Virtues, whichdognan
studying can be sufficiently known. What | havedtriout of the way of Chymistry and Medicine ave fe
yet Experience hath taught me so much, as | judigienany in other things will show itself no less
admirable, then in Chymistry and Medicine.

Yet what | think of Characters and Signatures, Wwhie Author saith may be made under a Concourse of
certain Constellations, | shall not here discoMésufficeth me, that | can say, that among all Metind
Minerals, there is not any Substance known, whigtiains so much of a Celestial Spirit, and hatlyseat



Sympathy with the Stars, as Antimony. Weigh thib,all that | have before said of Antimony, but no
negligently, and Hasten to the Stone, which isecithe Stone of Fire.

But since these things concern not Medicine, npeggin to my Order, Rule, and Calling, | rest well
satisfied in my Vocation, and commend them to th@dling of Others, who know them better.

OF THE
TRIUMPHANT CHARIOT
OF

ANTIMONY
AND

What the STONE of FIRE is.

[AUTHORS PARABLE]

When, at a certain time an abundance of ThougHhtgfwmy internal and fervent PrayerG®OD
suggested) had set me loose and wholy free froteraéine Businesses, | purposed in my self to dtten
Spiritual Inspirations, of which we have need,tfo¥ more accurate scrutiny of Nature. Therefore |
resolved to make myself Wings, that | might ascemdhigh, and inspect the stars* themselvescasis
and his FatheDaedalusin times past did, if credit may be given to thecfent Writings of Poets.

*This Leave is to be given to all, who treat of 8dcFhings, viz. to declare those things, which trey
willing to discover (not to the unlearned ignordderiders, but only to Men, worthy, and to such as
sincerely desire, and aspire to the knowledge efstime) in a certain singular and Parabolical kiofd
Writing. In which our Author is the more to be esed, because when he comes to the greatest of
Mysteries, which he intended to explain in this Bdee betakes himself to certain hiding Places of
Parables, and with the Heaven of Piety, which istto cover all things (yea even the most wicked3d
veils his Secrets, as None but Pious and sinceseifes of Art can with the acuteness of their sigh
penetrate these Clouds. Do thou therefore, witeréain intellectual Luxury sport with him, he wilbt
delude thee.

But when | soared to near the Sun, my Feathersit\stiehement heat were consumed, and burnt| | fel
headlong into the depth of the Sea: yet to mehigrhy extreme Necessity invokigOD, help was sent
from Heaven, which freed me from all peril and pnesent Destruction. For an Angel hastened to my
assistance, who commanded the Waters they shoutillband instantly, in that deep Abyss appeaed
most high Mountain, upon which at length | ascen@i®FLUENCE OF SUPERIORS ON INFERIORS]
that | might thereon examine, whether (as Men lifudreed) there was any Friendship* and Familiarity
between Superiors and Inferiors, and whether thpefar Stars have acquired power fr@®D, their
Creator, to produce any one Thing like themselndhé Earth.

*There hath been no Man, who had darted his sighaibit were through a Lattice, into the Penetrafls
Chymistry, who did ever deny this Influence of Sopeupon Inferiors. Therefore let Basilius so ihol
affirming, and so often openly declaring it to Mem,credited by those, who, the true Light beingyet
risen upon them, do by feelign without sight pratChymistry.

And having searched into Things, | found, that whbater the Ancient Masters had so many Ages since
committed to Writing, and delivered to their Dideip, who earnestly desired to be the true Imitatbrs
them, was (as | may say) more true than Truthfitgéherefore, as is fit, | give praise and tharksny
Lord and Heavenly Father, for his incomprehensible Work

[MINERALS HOW MADE] In very deed (that | may expodnhe matter in few Words) | found all Things,
which are generated in the Bowels of Mountaindigdnfused from the Superior Stars, and take their
beginning from them, in the form of agueourCloud, Fume or Vapour, which for a very long tifad
and nourished by the Stars, is at length eductadangible form by the Elements. Moreover, thipdfas
dried, that the Wateriness may lose its Dominiowl, the Fire next, by help of the Air, retain theliRgl
Power. Of Water Fire, and of Fire and Air Eartlpieduce: which notwithstanding are found in alhtis
consisting of Body, before the Separation of th€hrerefore thisyiz. Water is the first Matter* of all
things, which by the Dryness of Fire and Air isnfed into Earth.

*This is an Old Song, this is the Sum of Art; fritnis Imitation of Nature is found the lesser Stoh€&ire,
from this it is made, whensoever it is preparedirfithe Same also the great Philosophick Stoneeteits



Original. [WATER OF ANAXAGORAS, WHAT] This is tteer of Anaxagoras, the Fire of Empedocles,
and Aristotle’s first Matter, of which all thingsate been, and to this Day are made. Which is gtearl
evident in the Nutrition of Man, the Growth of &&r and in the Generation of Metals, for that, vhic
constitutes Flesh, Woods, and Metals, is not tdi@n Food, Rain or Earth, but is infused into thisom
elsewhere. [ALIMENT, WHICH NOURISHETH ALL THINGS$JAY] That very Thing is the Aliment,
which nourisheth all things, but that it may bevssiously specificate, it must be separated froat Body,
in which it dwells, and by joined to another, whighthe Chymical Art is performed.

But now since my Intention is to describe the StohEire, how it is made oAntimony together with the
Process of its Preparation, which not only heals Mt Metals also particularly; it will be necessa
before all Things, to speak somewhat of theseviolig Heads. What properly the Stone of Fire is; wika
its Minera; whether a Stone can be made withoutévatr no; what is the extreme difference of Stones
and how many Species of them are found, and laétlyeir use.

[AUTHORS PRAYER]In this my purpose, | pray, O spirit of Heavenifitnate me, that | may give a true
and sincere Instruction, viz. according as isdit fne, and the matter itself permits. Indeed | Hawpes of
Eternal Absolution from this my Supreme confessbg from Eternity possesseth the Throne of Mercy,
and will give Testimony of all things, when the éary Sentence shall be pronounced upon all Men, i
the Last Judgement, without any appeal.

[TRUE TINCTURE OF ANTIMONY NOT MADE OF CRUDE AND METED ANTIMONY]

Therefore first know and consider, that the Truecllire ofAntimony which is the Medicine of Men and
Metals, is not made of crude and melfedtimony as it is sold by Merchants and Apothecaries; but
extracted from the Minera, as it is taken out ef khountains, and before it is formed into Glasst. B
that Extraction should be made, is the principafrkip which the whole Art consists: Health and Rish
attend him, who rightly attains to that. [TRUE TINGRE OF ANTIMONY NAMED THE STONE OF
FIRE] But, my Reader, you must diligently mind thiez. that the Tincture oAntimonyprepared fixed and
solid, or the Stone of Fire (as | name it) is daiarpure, penetrative spiritual and fiery Essemd@ch is
reduced into a coagulated Matter, like the Salamgmnhich in Fire is not consumed, but purified and
conserved.

Yet the Stone of Fire tingeth not universally, laes $tone* of Philosophers, which is made of theekss
of Gold itself. To this no such power is given{laat it should perform such things, but it tingeth
particularly;viz, Silver into Gold, Tin also and Lead; bvars andVenusit toucheth not, nor do they yield
more, then from them by Separation may be effected.

[THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE STONE OF FIRE AND THEISE OF PHILOSOPHERS] As
much as Heaven is elevated above the Earth, so dutbhthe true Stone of the Philosophers diffemfro
this Stone of Fire. | myself do candidly conféesat although | have found this, yet | am very festaht
from the other. And this, whatsoever it is, | owibé received from the Wisdom of Basilius. Do e t
heed you be not deluded by your own Fantasy, aatcothers deceive you not.

Moreover, one part of it can tinge no more, thee fiarts of Metal, so as to persist in the Trigbafurn
andAntimony whereas, on the contrary, the Great Stone obBdyiihers can transmute to infinity. Also in
augmentation it cannot be so far exalted; yet tiid i pure and solid.

[EARTH OF ANTIMONY] The Minera, out of which thist8ne or Tincture is made, is no other then (as |
above mentioned) the very EarthAritimony from which, | say, it is made: but how or with attvirtue,
force, and power it is endued, you shall hear anon.

[POWDERS FIXED, WHY CALLED STONES] Let the Reademnsider, that there are many kinds of
Stones found, which tinge particularly; but alldtkPowders, which tinge, | here signify by the narhe
Stones; yet one tingeth more highly then anotreespecially the Stone of Philosophers, which abttie
principal place; [TINCTURES, THEIR DIFFERENCE] thext is the Tincture dbol and ofLuna For the
White: after these, the Tincture éitriol or Venus likewise the Tincture oflars; either of which hath in it
self the Tincture 080l when reduced to Fixation. Next to these follow Tinctures oflupiterandSaturn
for Coagulation oMercury, and lastly, the Tincture dflercuryitself. This is the difference and
multiplicity of Stones and Tinctures, all which nithstanding are generated from Seed, and from one
original Matrix, from which the true Universal Stone proceeds dutitof these no other Metallic Tincture
is to be found. But all other Things, by what nasoever called, all Stones (whether precious or comm
| touch not now, nor have | any Intention to widtespeak anything of them at this time; becausg the
contain in themselves no other Virtues, then wipateatain to Medicine. Nor shall | here make mentbn
Animalor VegetableStones; because they are only conducent to Medlioutdor Metallic Works



unprofitable and void of all Virtue. Yet all the Mies of all ThingsMineral, Animal andVegetable
collected into one, are found in the Stone of th#oBophers.

[SALTS, ENDUED WITH NO TINGING VIRTUE] Salts are ened with no tinging Virtue, but are only
Keys* for the Preparation of Stones; otherwiseheitselves they effect nothing.

[SALTS ARE KEYS] *Salts, as here is rightly said, are Keys; they ofienChest wherein the Treasure
lies. But you must be sure to take the true Kdyemtise you may spoil the Lock, and not open thesClht
is not safe in this Case to take Quid for Quo, pethAecaries are wont. You must have a Philosophig K
and proper Salts fit for opening must be taken. dmrdemn this Distinction, which is intimated, besw
Salts opening, which the Author here calls (as #rey Kleys, and Salts fixing, which enter the Frea
itself; as is sufficiently manifest by the Text.

[FIXATION, WHENCE] Yet, as for Metallic Salts (I mo speak to the purpose if you rightly understand,
what distinction | put between Mineral Salts) tleeg not to be slightly esteemed, nor to be rejeicted
Tinctures, since we can in no wise be without thientheir Compaosition, For in them lyes that most
precious Treasure, from which every Fixation degiite Original.

[A STONE, WHETHER MADE WITHOUT MATTER] Here some mask, and indeed very properly;
whether such a Stone can be made without matem8wer, No. For every Thing must have its own
Matter; but not without DistinctiorAnimalsrequire their Matteryegetablesheirs, andMineralstheirs.
Only consider and before all things observe ttHERMENTATION, NECESSARY, WHY}iz that no
Body can be profitable for any Stone, without Femtagon, which | find in the end of the Work (I nmeas
to the Preparation of the Great Stone) cannot hgeaimif | would convert Metals with gain; for attugh

in tangible is taken; yet from that formal Body mhbe extracted a certain Spiritual and Celestidit{zn
(shall I call it) or Apparency; for | find no othemore fit name to give it: which Entity was by t&ars,
before infused into that Body, and by the Elementgocted and made perfect. Yet this Spiritualtgnti
must again by a lesser Fire, and byRegimerand Direction of the Microcosm, be reduced torgitale,
fixed, Solid and inconsumptible Matter.

But what do |, or what do | speak? | act as if revdeprived of my Reason?*, in uttering words sordype
For if | had either Reason or Judgement, | shoalddiscover so great Things with my Tongue, or
command my hand to proceed in writing them.

*Art thou well in thy Wits, Basilius, who doest tipusstitute the Arcanum of the Stone, which hatio un
this day been so diligently absconded by all Pliideers? Surely, if thou hadst not laboured witimdwk
not what Intemperance of Mind, thou wouldst haesetl thy Lips, and not have so clearly opened, what
is to separate the Pure from the Impure, what twder the fixed volatile, and again to fix that; htve
Inferior becomes Superior, and that again plung#d the Deep Abyss, from which it had ascended. To
discover so many Mysteries, in so few Words, as theru doest, assuredly if it be not Madness,at is
certain very great benevolence to Posterity. Thithat which moved him. Valentine seems to havesour
with this Affection, and could not overcome thafilmation of Well-doing to many, by the Obligation
(imposed on all Philosophers) of concealing ther&ddystery of Nature, which by the Author thereof,
that is, by Nature naturating with Intellectual Réation, is communicated only to the Sons of Artlwo
and chosen. The Secret of Secrets hath fallen Basilius, do thou Reader attend, if you find tharRde
not like Aesop’s Cock.

All Tinctures of Metals ought to be separated hat they may be moved with a certain principal Lane
Affection to Metals, and have a propensity and réesf uniting themselves with tehm, and of reducing
them to a better State. Will you have an Emblent>ample? [EXAMPLE OF MAN AND WOMAN]
Behold here it is of Man and Woman. If they twoitgamed with Mutual Love, neither Delay, nor Rést
admitted, until they be united, and their Desirtisfiad: after this Union they rest, and are muyiul,
according to the good pleasure@®D, and the promise of his Blessing.

Man lives obnoxious to many and perillous Diseases)e of which debilitate and consume the powers of
Nature so, as the Man can by no Remedies be pgrfestored to Health and his former Strength [LQVE
A DISEASE] But Love is a disease, with which noatbisease may be compared, which is not healed
unless by Production of its own like, which eitl8mx desireth, and that Desire is not satisfieceamby
fulfilling his will of the enkindled affection. Hownany Testimonies of this violence, which is in kpare
daily found? for it not only inflames the Youngesr§ but it so exagitates some Persons far gogeans,
as through the burning Heat thereof, they are almasl. Natural Diseases are for the most part geder
by the Complexion of Man, and therefore invade samee fiercely, others more gently; but Love, witho
distinction of poor or rich, young or old, seizétlh, and having seized so blinds them, as forggttit
Rules of Reason, they neither see or fear any SRarliar Members are infected with the Singular



Symptoms of other Diseases, all the other partairing sound and free from that Dolour. Whom Love
infects, it invades all over, penetrates the Baaly iéss whole Substance, Form, and Essence, anih¢eav
nothing unoffended. For taking place in the Helaet¢ it kindles a Fire, the burning heat of whigh i
diffused through the Veins, Arteries, and all therivbers of the body, and in a word | say, where Love
once hath fixed its Root, the man is so deprivedligense, reason and understanding, as he faljets
things, seriously minds nothing; he is unmindfulG®D and his Law, his promises and threats he little
regards; the torments of Hell and rewards of Etdrife he condemns. | speak of inordinate and ufw
Love, to which, if a man be once addicted, he astheo pertinaciously, as nothing can reclaim, ngthi
can restrain him; he forgets his Duty, Calling &whdition; derides all admonition, despiseth thei@els
of Parents, Superiors, and others who wish him;\wekfly | say, he is so blind with Love as he sahsee
his own Misery; so deaf, as he cannot hear thoke,by their faithful advice, endeavour to turn avert
from him, the damage and evil, which would beféhhLove leaves nothing entire, or sound in the Man
impedes his Sleep, he cannot rest either Nightayr, i takes off his Appetite, that he hath no dgfon
either to Meat or Drink, by reason of the continiaérments of his Heart and Mind. It deprives hinalb
Privdence; hence he neglects his Affairs, Vocatéom Business; he minds neither Labour, Study nor
Prayer; casts away all thoughts of any Thing betBbdy beloved; this is his study, this his moshva
Occupation. If to Lovers the Success be not andWeta their Wish, or so soon and prosperoushhay t
desire, how many Melancholies hence arise, withfgidnd sadnesses, with which tehy pine away and wa
so lean, as they have scarcely any flesh cleavitiget Bones; yea, at length tehy loose the Lifdfitas
may by many Examples! [LOVES SAD EFFECTS] For sitdn (which is an horrible thing to think of)
slight and neglect all perils and detriments, haitthe Body and Life, and of the Soul and Eternal
Salvation.

[AUTHORS CONTINENCY] But of these enough; for itdmmes not a Religious Man to insist too long
upon these Cogitations, or to give place to suftéinae in his heart. Hitherto (without Boasting ks it) |
have throughout the whole course of my Life kepsetfysafe and free from it, and | pray and inv@@D
to vouchsafe me his Grace, that | may keep holyiavidlate the Faith, which | have Sworn, and live
contented with my Spiritual Spouse, the Holy Cath@hurch. [TINCTURE OF ANTIMONY OUGHT TO
HAVE LOVE TO METALS] For no other reason have legled these, then that | might express the Love,
with which all Tinctures ought to be moved towaretils, if ever they be admitted by them into true
Friendship, and by Love, which penetrates the irirpags, be converted into a better State.

Now let us proceed to the Preparation of the Stand,leave its use to the Close of this Discourhes
Stone is of a penetrable and fiery Nature, is abatad brought to Maturity by fire, no otherwisegrhall
other Things, which are found in this Orb; whichwithstanding as they are of a diverse Naturehey in
diverse manners obtain that, according as the NatuFhings supplies with Disverse Fires.

[DIVERSE FIRES] The first Fire i€elestia] by GOD kindled in our Hearts, by which being inflamed we
are moved with Love and a certain confidence in@@OD our creator, of the Most Holy and
incomprehensibl&rinity, and of the Mercy, Grave of our Saviour JESUS CHRIwhich Confidence
kindled is Us by Love, never fails, never desesténuour Necessities, but will most certainly detiwour
Souls from everlasting destruction. The second iBiEemental, produced by the Sun, and tendseto th
Ripening of all things in the Macrocosm. The thiide is corporal, with which all Foods and Medicne
are cocted and prepared, without which Men carheeibbtain Health of Body, nor sustentation of L{Dg
a fourth Fire mention is made in the Sacred Samgstwiz. that, which before the Supreme Judgement of
GOD shall consume this visible World: but what Fireand how it shall operate, that (if we be wise) we
must leave to be judged of by his own Supreme Mgjésfifth Fire is also spoken of in Holy-Wrivjz.
Eternal Fire, in which never to have end, the DisHall never be set at liberty from their InferRebkon,
and wicked Men, their Companions, adjudged to ttiieenal Fires, shall be vexed, punished and
miserably tormented forever: from which | pray @mnipotent and merciful Lord to preserve us. Here |
would admonish all and every Creature endued wias@n, by their Prayers to beg that Grace and Mercy
from the Omnipotent, that they may so conform théi to the Divine Precepts, and their own Duty, a
that they may escape this Fire, and its Eternaiitots.

Our stone of Fire (which is to be noted) must beted ripened with Corporal Fire in the Microcosis gl
other Medicines and foods are prepared by the sBaravhere the great Fire of the Macrocosm ceaseth
from it's Operation, there the Microcosm beginptoduce a new Generation; therefore this Concoction
should seem strange to no Man. [EXAMPLE OF CORNirds augmented and ripened by the
Elementary Fire of the Macrocosm; but by the Coapbire of the Microcosm a new Coction and



maturation is effected, that man may use and ahjatyDivine Gift for his sustentation, and by tlere
perfect the Last and the Least, which is produdeteofirst and the Greatest.

The true Oil ofAntimony of which the said stone of Fire is made, is aboeasure sweet, and from it's
earth is in such wise purged and separated, aSléss full of it be exposed to the Sun, its chath
various and wonderful Rays (as if many fi&@geculumsvere there present) resembling a Ruby and other
Colours. Now attent O lover of Art and Truth, arehhwhat | shall teach.

[ITS PREPARATION] Take in the Name of the Lord,thé& Minera of Antimony which grew after the
Rising of the Sun, and Salt Nitre, of each equals?grind them subtily and mix them; burn themetibgpr
with a moderate Fire very artificially and warilgr in this the principal Part of the Work consistsien
you will have a matter inclining to Blackness. Bistmatter make Glass, grind that Glass to a subtil
Powder, and extract from it an high red Tincturéhvgharp distilled Vinegar, which is made of itoper
Minera. Abstract the Vinegar in B.M. and a Powder* wéhmain, which again extract with Spirit of Wine
highly rectified, then some feces will be put downd you will have a fair, red, sweet Extractiomjah is
of great Use in Medicine. This is the pure SulpdiuAntimony which must be separated as exactly as is
possible.

*Take heed, take heed, O Lover of Chymistry, lettibyFire, you burn the Wings of your Bird, whithth
now raised itself to the top of Mountains. Few vgoade sufficient to the Intelligent, there is n@ddo
inculcate the same things often, our careful FatBasilius doth that often enough.

If of this Extraction you have one pound two ountzd® of the Salt cAntimony as | taught you to prepare
it, four ounces and on them pour the Extractiowl, @irculate them, for a whole Month at least, Messel
well closed, and the Salt will unite itself withetlExtractedSulphur If Fecesbe put down, separate them,
and again abstract the Spirit of Wine by B.M. ThsvBer which remains urge with vehement Fire, artd no
without admiration will come forth a varicolouredeset Oil, grateful, pellucid and red. Rectify tkd

again in B.M. So that a fourth part of it may bstitled, and then it is prepared.

This Operation being completed, take liviidercury of Antimony which | taught you how you should
make, and pour

*This word, our Mercury, which hath so often rendiidae ambiguous, is also here to be understood: for
if you take not the true Mercury of Philosophei) ylo nothing. Whosoever he be, that shall candéally
you this, he will be to you Pylades, and you to Girestes, and nothing will be more pleasant to mieifie,
then to join myself to you, as a third Sociate iiefdship.

upon it red Oil of Vitriol made upon Iron, and highectified. By Distillation in Sand remove thelBgm
from theMercury, then you will have a precious Precipitate, ind@wmlsuch, as never was any more
grateful to the Sight; and in Chronical Diseases @pen Wounds, it may profitably be used for recimgg
the Pristine Sanity For it vehemently dries up all Symptomatical Husjavhence Martial-Diseases
proceed; in which the Spirit of the Oil, which remawith theMercury, and conjoins and unites itself
thereto, powerfully helps.

Take this precipitate, and of the Superior SweebOAntimony,equal parts, pour these together into a
Phial, which well closed set in convenient heat] e Precipitate will in time resolve and fix ifse the
Qil. Also the Phlegm by the Fire will be consumardd what remains become a Red, dry, fixed and*fluid
Powder which will not in the least give forth frateelf any Fume.

*Far hence, far hence ye Prophane, and you thatratiated in the Sacred Mysteries of Chymistry keep
silence. Let the King enter into his Bed-Chambw®at he may consummate his Marriage.

O tua te quantis attollet Gloria rebus,

Connubio tali!

Yet make not too much hast to enter, or disturb Metrimonial Conjunction, let them for many Months
delight themselves with their mutual Embraces, motdgo forth, until from their mutual Love they be
changed into an Hermaphroditic Body, and have poedithat Son desired by all, if not a King of Kings
yet at least a Regulus or Ruler, which deliversshibjects from Diseases and Necessity.

Now my Follower, and Disciple of Arcanums, | wipeak after a Prophetic manner. When you have
brought your Philosophic Studies (in the Methodhiy prescribed) to this end, you have the Medicine o
Men and Metals; which is grateful and Sweet in wgthout all peril, it is penetrative, yet causetht
Stools, it induceth Emendation, and expells Evdelit as is fit, and it will yield you many Commtes,
both for health and temporal necessity; by whiclamseyou will be freed from want in this World; whiis
a thing of so great Moment, as no Sacrifice of Brdé can be found sufficient to answer this favoiur
GOD showed to you.



Here, O myGOD, | as a Religious Man am troubled in Mind; and Wt whether | do well or ill,
whether in * speaking | have exceeded or not rehthe due Bounds; whilst | propose, and show to
everyone, as it were, his proper House. Do that,ah a young Follower of Art, inquire, search anyg as
| have done; if you attain your End, give greathanhks taGOD, and after him to me your Master. But if
you turn aside into devious and by-paths, blamesgif) not me; for | am not guilty of your Error.

*Qur Author judgeth himself to have spoken too mifiglou also think the same, you will rejoice is hi
Sadness. Yet it is strange, that no Man can cangil little Light to this Philosophy, but he prete
repents.

Now | have said enough, and writ enough, and tasgltiearly and openly, and plainly, as more
manifestly or clearly cannot be done by Writinglass some lost and rash Man, knowing and willingly
would cast himself into Hell, to be there Submerged Perish: Because, by the Creator of all Things
are most severely prohibited further to unlock ¢hilysteries, or to eat of the Tree which was plduite
the midst of Paradise. Therefore here | will desistil Others show, what is here to be done by ael,
what they judge is to be omitted, and say no méthis, but pass to its Use.

[ITS USE, DOSE, ETC]

Therefore know, that the Use consists in Obsermaifdhe Person and his Complexion, with relation t
what appertains to Humane Health, that Nature beverpowered with too great a Quantity, or nopkel
by too small. Yet too much is not so Religioushbfeared; for it will not readily hurt; becauséelps to
recover the pristine Sanity, and fights againstafenif any be in the Body. This | only add, thredaur
grains of it, given in one only Dose, are suffitiéar expelling every Evil, if taken in Spirit of \We. For
this Stone or Tincture passeth through all the Mensilof the body, and contains in itself the Virtoés
manyArcanums It remedies the Giddiness of the Head, and aleéBses, which have their Original from
the Lungs. It cures difficulty of Breathing, ané&tBough; the Leprosy aiiench Diseasare amended by
it, in a wonderful manner. The Pest, JaundicespBies and all kinds of Fevers, are often cured,by i
Likewise it expels Venom taken. It profits thosdyonhave drunk &hiltrum or Love-potion: it confirms all
the Members, Brain, Head, and all things depentliageon. It helps the Stomach and Liver; heals all
Diseases, which proceed from the Reins; cleankethripurity of the Blood. Also this Tincture of
Antimony breaks the Stone of the Bladder to Powder; apeélixit; it provokes Urine, when stopped by
Flatus’s. It restores the vital Spirits, cures Suffocatidnhe Matrix, makes the Menstrues flow if stopped
and stays them if inordinate. It causeth Fruitfefjeand makes the Seed sound, and available for
Generation, both in Women and in Men. Lastly, @tigne of Fire inwardly taken (convenient Plaisters
being also outwardly applied) heals the Cancetula's, Rotteness in the Bones, and all corroditapts,
and whatsoever takes beginning from the ImpuritthefBlood, also the Disease itself caldali me
tangere And that | may comprehend all in few Words, tBtene, like a Particular Tincture, is a * Remedy
against all Symptoms, which can happen to the Hensody. All which Experience will very clearly
demonstrate to you, and open the way further tq ifgtou be a Physician, called 80D to that Office.
*Here the Medicinal Virtues are spoken of at larger Basilius supposeth Thee not to be defiled thi¢h
Filths of Avarice, but splendid in the Light of Cityg, and burning with a Desire of helping thy Nelmpur,
following him discovering thse Secrets. Now fargv@Lover of Chymistry, and if thou, hast gainey a
Light, either from the Interpretation of Basilius, my Commentaries, enjoy it, and communicate &nges
to the Sons of Art, that Philosophy oppresseddanany Years with the intollerable Yoak of Avarinay
at length be revived, and a return be of those sinfeEgyptians, in which Trismegistus and so magg w
Magi, Philosophized not with empty denominations vith wonderful Works.

In these, | think | have done my part, and writ extiren sufficiently oAntimony If any One follows me,
he may add his own Experiences to these, that (hétlsingular favour cd6OD) before the consummation
of the World, the Mysteries of the most High mayréeealed, to his Glory and honour, and the
Conservation of health. Having finished this Dissay | intend for a time to be silent and returmip
Monastery, there to learn Philosophy further, thaty be able to comment of other Thigns and as/eh
already promised, | shali5OD willing) write of Vitriol, common Sulphur, and tHeoadstone, and open
their Principle, Powers, Operations, and Virtues.

Let GOD the Lord of Heaven and Earth grant to usgeral Health here, and hereafter Eternal Salvation
for the Refreshment of our Souls, in the Seasyédd Gladness, never to be limited within any Bisuof
time. Amen.

Thus | conclude this Treatise Ahtimony and all whatsoever | have written of the ReddDi\ntimony
which is made of its Sulphur highly purified, anfitlee Spirit, which is prepared of its Salt. Inéigour
Mind to those, and with them compare these lasigiwhhave prescribed you touching the Stone of.Hir



you acutely consider them, you may easily findrthixion unto the End, by this Comparation. For the
Foundation is the same, the Reason the same, idr@Bhip the same, by which Health is required, taed
Stag long sought taken with a pleasant Hunting.

FINIS.
Glory of the World

The Emerald Table

It is true, without any error, and it is the suntrmith; that which is above is also that which esoav, for
the performance of the wonders of a certain ormegthand as all things arise from one Stone, sothksp
were generated from one common Substance, whitidies the four elements created by God. And
among other miracles the said Stone is born oFtret Matter. The Sun is its Father, the Moon itstiver,
the wind bears it in its womb, and it is nursedlgy earth. Itself is the Father of the whole eaatid the
whole potency thereof. If it be transmuted intaleathen the earth separates from the fire thathvis
most subtle from that which is hard, operating lyesubd with great artifice. Then the Stone ascdrm®
earth to heaven, and again descends from heaertty and receives the choicest influences of both
heaven and earth. If you can perform this you hbageglory of the world, and are able to put tottigll
diseases, and to transmute all metals. It overcdfaegsury, which is subtle, and penetrates all fzard
solid bodies. Hence it is compared with the woHénce | am called Hermes, having the three partiseof
whole world of philosophy.

Explanation of the Emerald Table of Hermes.

Hermes is right in saying that our Art is true, dnad been rightly handed down by the Sages; alitdou
concerning it have arisen through false interpi@tadf the mystic language of the philosophers,, Binice
they are loth to confess their own ignorance, theaders prefer to say that the words of the Saiges
imposture and falsehood. The fault really lies wifith ignorant reader, who does not understandtyte af
the Philosophers. If, in the interpretation of books, they would suffer themselves to be guidethby
teaching of Nature, rather than by their own fdoh®tions, they would not miss the mark so hopsless
By the words which follow: "That which is aboveaiso that which is below," he describes the Matfer
our Art, which, thouglone is divided into two things, the volatile water ialn rises upward, and the earth
which lies at the bottom, and becomes fixed. Butnmvthe reunion takes place, the body becomes, spirit
and the spirit becomes body, the earth is changediyater and becomes volatile, the water is tranech
into body, and becomes fixed. When bodies becornigssgnd spirits bodies, your work is finishedy f
then that which rises upward and that which desséeogvnward become one body. Therefore the Sage
says that that which is above is that which is Welmeaning that, after having been separated \wio t
substances (from being one substance), they ane jag@ed together into one substance, i.e., anmni
which can never be dissolved, and possesses stigh a&nd efficacy that it can do in one moment vithat
Sun cannot accomplish in a thousand years. Andhhiscle is wrought by a thing which is despised an
rejected by the multitude. Again, the Sage tellthas all things were created, and are still geieegrom
one first substance and consist of the same elamematerial; and in this first substance God has
appointed the four elements, which represent a cammmaterial into which it might perhaps be possible
resolve all things. Its development is brought dliuthe distillation of the Sun and Moon. Forsit i
operated upon by the natural heat of the Sun Mabith stirs up its internal action, and multiplesch
thing after its kind, imparting to the substancapacific form. The soul, or nutritive principle,tfge earth
which receives the rays of the Sun and Moon, aackthith feeds her children as with mother's milkug
the Sun is the father, the Moon is the mothergetiréh the nurse -- and in this substance is thathwiie
require. He who can take it and prepare it is ttalpe envied. It is separated by the Sun and Modme
form of a vapour, and collected in the place whieigefound. When Hermes adds that "the air bdarsits
womb, the earth is its nurse, the whole world @shEr," he means that when the substance of one$to
dissolved, then the wind bears it in its womb, ilee air bears up the substance in the form oénvat
which is hid fire, the soul of the Stone, and fse¢he Father of the whole world. Thus, the votatil
substance rises upward, while that which remairtiseabottom, is the "whole world" (seeing that éut is
compared to a "small world "). Hence Hermes calésthe father of the whole world, because it & 8un



of our Art, and air, Moon, and water ascend fronthie earth is the nurse of the Stone, i.e., wheretrth
receives the rays of the Sun and Moon, a new ®Ubyiin, like a new foetus in the mother's womb. The
earth receives and digests the light of Sun andriyland imparts food to its foetus day by dayiittill
becomes great and strong, and puts off its blackaed defilement, and is changed to a differergurol
This, "child,"which is called "our daughter," repesits our Stone, which is born anew of the Sun and
Moon, as you may easily see, when the spirit, envthter that ascended, is gradually transmutediiato
body, and the body is born anew, and grows aneasas in size like the foetus in the mother's womb.
Thus the Stone is generated from the first substamhich contains the four elements; it is broughth
by two things, the body and the spirit; the win@usait in its womb, for it carries the Stone upwhnoin
earth to heaven, and down again from heaven tb.€Bnus the Stone receives increase from above and
from below, and is born a second time, just asyewther foetus is generated in the maternal worslalla
created things bring forth their young, even sosdbe air, or wind, bring forth our Stone. When ides
adds, "Its power, or virtue, is entire, when itrensmuted into earth,” he means that when thé& &pir
transmuted into the body, it receives its full sgrih and virtue. For as yet the spirit is volatdad not
fixed, or permanent. If it is to be fixed, we mpsbceed as the baker does in baking bread. Weimpatrt
only a little of the spirit to the body at a tinjest as the baker only puts a little leaven torhéal, and with
it leavens the whole lump. The spirit, which is teaven, in like fashion transmutes the whole biodty its
own substance. Therefore the body must be leaveg&id and again, until the whole lump is thoroughly
pervaded with the power of the leaven. In our Ag body leavens the spirit, and transmutes itan
body, and the spirit leavens the body, and transsnitiinto one spirit And the two, when they haeedme
one, receive power to leaven all things, into wtiltaky are injected, with their own virtue.
The Sage continues: "If you gently separate thihdaom the water, the subtle from the hard, tren8t
ascends from earth to heaven, and again descenmdsh&aven to earth, and receives its virtue froovab
and from below. By this process you obtain theygbmd brightness of the whole world. With it younca
put to flight poverty, disease, and wearinessjtfovercomes the subtle mercury, and penetratdwadl
and firm bodies." He means that all who would agglish this task must separate the moist from tlye dr
the water from the earth. The water, or fire, bedngtle, ascends, while the body is hard, and mesnai
where it is. The separation must be accomplishegeoyle heat, i.e., in the temperate bath of tlgeSa
which acts slowly, and is neither too hot nor totdc Then the Stone ascends to heaven, and again
descends from heaven to earth. The spirit and boalfirst separated, then again joined togetheayengle
coction, of a temperature resembling that with Whachen hatches her eggs. Such is the prepardtiba o
substance, which is worth the whole world, whendg also called a "little world." The possessidiithe
Stone will yield you the greatest delight, and wadgably precious comfort. It will also set forthytou in a
typical form the creation of the world. It will elpl@ you to cast out all disease from the human ptudy
drive away poverty, and to have a good understanalinthe secrets of Nature. The Stone has virtue to
transmute mercury into gold and silver, and to pate all hard and firm bodies, such as preciooisest
and metals. You cannot ask a better gift of God thés gift, which is greater than all other gifittence
Hermes may justly call himself by the proud title'ldermes Trismegistus, who holds the three pdrthe
whole world of wisdom."

Freher's Process in the Philosophical
Work

The Process in the Philosophical Work

considered as thoroughly analogical

with that in Man's Redemption through Jesus Christ;

and represented by positions given thereof,

as to its principal points in Behmen's SignaturauRg chapters, vii, X, Xi, Xii.

1. Adam's primeval state in Paradise, and the nraofrtgés spoiling himself, his whole created beihy,

his lustful imagination after the knowledge of gaott evil, is rightly by this author, not only sgokof in
the first beginning of his description, but alsedquently repeated and variously expressed throudtisu
whole discourse. For if Man understandeth not tis oorrupted nature, and that curse which he himsel



lieth under, how can he be imagined to be ablafounderstanding of the nature and curse of thinEar
Or upon what ground can he presume to deliver sushich a particular thing from that curse; oréo b
instrumental in this deliverance? which is the tAust's chiefest, nay only business.

2. As long as Adam stood in a pure paradisicaléenay, the Eternal Word and power of life (callgd b
the author the Heavenly Mercury), was his leadad, lead pre-dominance in him. His life, which was a
clear flaming fire, burned in and was nourishedHhat pure spiritual oil of the Divine substantiglitvhich,
together with the holy water of eternal life, isgeated in the angelical world: and this, therefooaild not
but give forth a glorious bright shining light.

3. Through the power of his imagination, or luseathe knowledge of good and evil, that which thers
still kept under in him, and was so hidden from him., the outward watery property, came to beifeah
in his holy oil, and got predominance therein. Tdildherefore, now overpowered thereby, could rayen
be such an agreeable food, and well-doing to Fes &s it could and did before. And so his fire ol

lost its shining light, but came also to be spoitsdlf, for it was obscured, and made all impatémd his
Mercury, which before in his holy oil, had caused aaised up paradisical joy and triumph, according
his moving and stirring property, was now maderagstg anguishing poison, according to his own redtu
constitution, which he doth and must stand in, wibefore or without the light.

4. Nothing of the Divine substantiality was hereippiled, poisoned, or turned into evil: though stmes
this or that expression, which must be made usétbfrespect to Man, may seem in outward appearance
to say something the like. For that which was imM&the Divine substantiality, faded disappeared,
died indeed, but only with respect to Man; seeira this disappearing, was but an entering intots
secret original, and so but a returning unto Geddilver thereof. When contrariwise the creaturatdvey,
that is, Man's own life, went forth with its willlesire and lust, out of eternity into time: so tinat former
union was broken, and upon this breach, its owarabproperty and propriety could not but be made
manifest immediately: and because of this manifiestawhich never should have been made, accotding
the will of God, it is now rightly called spoilegpisoned, and turned into evil; when yet all trashdnot
reach the Divine substantiality, nor the holy bifieGod, but only that of Man.

5. This is the sum and substance of what Behmeellaand more circumstantially declareth concerning
Man's paradisical state, and falling away frormitler the curse. Where he brings in also for a efear
illustration hereof, not only the fall of Lucifesaying of him, that his desire was to try the fistgrcury,
like as Man desired to try the watery; but alsogépent with its poison, saying, that in the sjest and
most poisonous Mercury, the highest tincture ligdt,not in its own natural property, etc. All whibe
represents as a most proper, and pertinent inttimehuio this discourse of the Philosophical Work.

6. Immediately after the fall of Man, God said utite serpent, | will put enmity between thee ara th
woman, and between thy seed and her seed: heskabthruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise hés. he
And herein the philosopher's stone or tincturédnlietplicitly. For though this primarily concerneltan,

yet secondarily it concerneth the whole Creati®o;ahnd this bruising of the serpent's head is thotle
spiritually and corporeally, and both in time anceternity, and though in different degrees, yet in
parallel process or method, both here and there.

7. The serpent's sting points at the Wrath-firel, /e woman's seed at the Light and Love-fire. €he®
are in every thing: and in the curse that formene#o be predominant in outward Nature. This latiast
now be raised up again, and, by its shining thrahghWrath, it must subdue and keep it under, ake t
away from it its predominant power, so that it nk@gp and exercise only its true natural officea as
servant in and to the light. And that these two maymore stand in contrariety and opposition tdheac
other, but be one only thing, reharmonized by Liegid Love, and reintroduced into Paradise. And when
now thus the dark poisoned Mercury is tinctured,ariguishing death is turned into triumphing lifiel a
joy, and his former dark desire into a new Lighdl &iove-desire; which of itself is now able to make
itself a pure Love and Light substantiality, via.heavenly body out of an earthly.

8. The whole work consists summarily therein, tiaat things must be reduced back into one, even into
such a one as they were from the beginning befarg ¢ame to be two. A heavenly thing and an earthly
one are to be joined. That former must be admite@ceived into itself by this latter, and musahe it
into its own heavenly quality. Earth must be turirechnd Heaven out, etc. Which the Mercury, that i
therein, doth all himself; the Artist is not to doneither can he do it: he is only to join togatthose
ingredients that are requisite, and to leave thekwmbe done by that workman, which is thereieadty.
Yet nevertheless Understanding and Faith is infeiquired; and by this latter especially he is te co
operate, if his design shall take effect. For f@sign is nothing less than to fetch out a body fthencurse,



and to raise it up from the dead; which never caddne by him, that is still dead himself, botthig
understanding, and as to his internal life.

9. With all this, the process in the regeneratibilan runs parallel exactly. Consider only with skif the
heavenly humanity of the Regenerator, and the lgasftpoor fallen Man, that is to be regenerated.
Consider, that the former must be received or takéay the latter, and that this must suffer itselbe
subdued, changed, kept under, and turned in by@matsider that faith in Man is absolutely requjried
which he must in a sense co-operate indeed, butahall this he cannot make himself a Child ofd>but
must suffer himself to be made so by the eternsdlksipg Word, which in the philosophical process is
called by Behmen, the Heavenly Mercury. Which asthe end of time, as in the completest periodh®f
regeneration, will raise up his body again, whitért shall no more be earthly, but heavenly, and
conformable to his own glorified body. Considesaly, all this in its true coherence, and dependepoa
the only love and free grace of God: and you vélttainly find, that all the description of this pess, is
nothing else but a sound, true and solid paraplmagexplanation of these words of St. John, sayikg
many as received him, to them gave he power torhet¢be Sons of God, even to them that believesn hi
name."

10. In these words also lieth plainly, the posgibfor obtaining the perfection in the Philosopdli®Vork;
which is rightly and firmly grounded hereupon byhB®en. For if God gave us, out of his infinite lotleat
which is the greatest and the highest, how couldawe withheld from us, that which is much lessat a
lower? If Man, in this divine power, bestowed ugom by free grace, can verily rule and triumph agai
over sin, death, devil, and hell, whom he made aifimibject unto by his lust, Why should he nobdis
enabled thereby, to rule and triumph again ovecthse in the Earth, he brought into it by the saumg
when this latter is but a natural consequenceaiffdrmer; nay an inconsiderable one in comparison
that? Truly it is inseparable therefrom, if thatrfier be really attained unto, and provided thathesdl
qualities that are requisite thereto, be verilyrfin the Artist or philosopher.

11. All these qualities are, as in their principam and substance, concentrated in this, that ttist Arst
must have the curse in himself transmuted intdHbavenly Blessing, through the holy tincturing tdoaf
Jesus Christ. Which Behmen sometimes also thuessgs, "He must first be, and have really that sSame
himself, which he will make or introduce into metalithout himself'. And this he frequently presseth
home unto every one, warning earnestly and caliegven and Earth to withesses, that none shall
presume to meddle with the curse in the Earth,rbdie be really delivered, as to his inward Maoinfr
that curse in himself; or else he may expect ta eathing else but curse instead of blessing. Retiais
his own internal deliverance, he may have indeeaaoy fine notions of this work in his brain; bhet
real process cannot be manifest in him, and saimdérstood by him, in that experimental fullness an
exactness which is required.

12. The same he offers also to the serious coraidarof such a one, under these and the like
philosophical terms - He is to know that his Meycigrkindled in the fiery Mars, and burns in theregl
Saturn, in the terrible impression of darknessMgaus is captivated, his water dried up, his &upg
become a fool, his Sun is darkened, and his Mooretuinto a black night. And now there is no other
remedy but to take Venus (the eternal love of Go) to introduce that into his poisoned Mercury and
Mars, that they may be tinctured thereby, and thiersun will shine again and Jupiter rejoice, @bich
he further illustrates, by plain intelligible wordsl representing most excellently his own wagice
and experience.

13. Yet all this, though really attained unto, witit be yet fully sufficient. For there is not orslych a
sufficient ability for this work, and a sufficienhderstanding of its process required, which | dowlb but
Behmen had; but there is also required an espeatialg thereunto, which he had not. Without thadling
the Artist goes but in his own will; though his me®y and intent, as to his thinking were never sody
and pure. And this call he must be able to disdeyrhis own internal character, which it carriekbrg
with and in itself, from his own natural impulse hith easily may delude him, under the specious
appearance of a divine call; and whereby the ggfitihis world, which from its own internal constiion,
is mightily for such an undertaking, will certaimyislead him into various dangers.

14. When now these two more general requisites (i An experimental understanding, from the Auis
process in his own regeneration, and (2) a divalkfar this understanding, are truly found in himvp
other more particular qualities will still be regedl in him, when he now is to make a beginningisf h
work. And these are represented by Behmen frompdaable of our Lord, concerning a man which went
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and was robbedwanthded by highwaymen. Saying, "That the Artist
must truly and wholly stand in the figure of thergiful Samaritan and must have both his will andsYy



His will, that he may desire nothing else, but éalhand restore that which is wounded and broked. s
eyes, that he may be able to discern that wounddg Which he is to heal, and which is not easilp¢o
discerned, and not by every one, because of it goeruption.

15. These eyes he shall have the greatest neach very first beginning, when he is to choosephoper
matter for this Philosophical Work. This is calleg Behmen and described parabolically - "That elvild,
which is run from its mother's house (from Jeruseie Jericho) and desired to be in self, or todtan
itself upon its own bottom". And this must be sotufgh in Saturn; which Saturn therefore, the Artigist
have sharp and piercing eyes to look into, botto @&ternal and temporal nature. For the Wrath o,y
its strong astringent impression (says he furthath shut it up into the chamber of death. Not Itath
turned the same into Saturn. [Which | think isag so much, as that it is not turned into leadi},ibkeeps
it imprisoned in the Saturnish death, in the fastd, hard, dark, astringent Property; which isezhthe
great still standing death, because as yet thare mobility of life therein.

16. When this proper matter is found in Saturn,Ahést may go to work, but so, that he do consialed
follow that same process, which God observed in¢demption and restoration of mankind through desu
Christ, (in which twofold holy Name, the generabpess was clearly understood by Behmen from the
language of Nature), even from his conception atibity, unto his Resurrection and Ascension. Simglo
he may come to find the joyful feast of Pentecaigt, that desirable tincture in outward Naturejckhs
answering unto that holy spiritual tincture, wheré&i Peter, in his first public sermon, on the day
Pentecost, tinctured three thousand souls at once.

17. When the human Mercury, the outspoken worti@hiuman life, was infected and poisoned by the
serpent, or manifest and predominant in its ownnaaguality, which it hath in itself, before andtiout
the Light, God did not reject the humanity, soaarinihilate it wholly, and to make another newd an
strange Adam, but he restored or regenerated thiahwhus was spoiled. And this he effected noaby
such new or strange thing, as which the humanityrita had in it before; but by that self-same Hdilyine
Mercury, which was at first breathed into Adam, tmmake him an image and likeness of God. Thisehe
introduced into the poisoned humanity, and madesthea good, sure and solid disposition to the new
regeneration thereof. And this was done in the ioutede conception of Jesus Christ. For therein
conjunction was made, between the eternal spea&imythe human outspoken Word, Mercury, or human
life, now poisoned in Man, and full of self or owull.

18. This must be the first consideration of thadirtwell to be observed, that so he may be sueeto
accordingly, and to bring not his subject mattethefire, without such a previous conjunctionhéf will

not work in vain, and make himself ridiculous. Afiod an illustration hereof this may serve: in trec&nd
Principle, of Light, the Love-desire, that is, first property of Eternal Nature, but considerednathe

fifth, makes a pure crystalline substantiality. Ahdrein the divine Mercury is the eternal holy \Wand
understanding: but in the first principle, wherdéie harsh astringent desire makes a dark obscure
substantiality, the same Mercury is a principakpar chief property of the Wrath of God, and aigimal

of all mobility, and moving power. This Mercury tieéore (considered as in the outspoken Word, erdff
Man) after it was turned away from the second fpiec of Love and Light, and was made manifest
according to its own wrathful property in the firsbuld not have been restored or brought backnagai
by that very same Mercury, which was first breatimtd Man, and was not altered in the Light andé.ov
of God, though it was altered in Man, in whom #appeared and lost its former pre-dominion. Now the
getting this lost pre-dominion again, either in Manin any other creature, according to its owndkiis
nothing else, but that same tincturing and transmgutvhich in all this discourse is spoken of; aviich
restored pre-dominion therefore of that Heavenlyddegy must needs reproduce again such a pureslight'
substantiality, as that which disappeared in Marhib fall, and in the Earth by the curse.

19. In the relation of St. Luke, concerning what thild Jesus did with his parents, in the twejithr of

his age, a representation is seen of the inwardatward world, and of their different wills. Fdret

inward will in Jesus broke first the natural wifllis parents, when he remained in the temple,ouith
their knowing and consent, nay said also, likeedisiking them, "How is it that ye sought me? Wishge
that | must be about my Father's business?" And &lgain, the will of this outward world in his patg,
broke the inward will in Jesus, for he went dowthvthem to Nazareth, and was subject unto thens Thi
showeth to the Artist, that in his work he shabisdind such a two-fold will also. The will of theward
world, will not in the beginning presently condesgend be subject to his will. But if he ceasethtoo
seek after it, as Mary did, and wrestleth withllitlze night like Jacob, with a full resignation luis own
will, which is the will of this outward world, thidivine Will, will at length condescend to him, agd



down with him; for it is as it were broken or coreged by his will, according to what was said toalac
thou has wrestled with God and Man and hast predail

20. Here the Artist, or magus is to know, that$aadt to bring that will or tendency to the perieat into
his Matter from without, but that it lieth theraaiready before. He must only first in himself bealale of
the Divine Will, and then with his renewed, or timed will, which here is his magical faith, he mus
handle his subject matter; that so thereby thetamfards perfection, which lieth in the matter iadebut
still and unmoveable, may be stirred up and brougbtconjunction with his human tinctured will,caeo
also with the Divine Will. And that further this e Will may press forward or outwards, meet vetid
bless that outward will, which presseth backwamdiswards from the corruption into God's Love and
mercy.

21. Highly is this point unto the Artist recommeddeot only for to consider and understand, bud tds
make it his continual practice. Because hereirPthiéosophical Baptism, as to the greatest or chiafeal
consisteth, and this practice is the very firstibeigg thereof. This only can make him able to kagptruly
and rightly, for he is to baptize his matter, nolyowith the water of the outward, but also witlatlof the
inward world. Of which baptism more must be saiiy and by.

22. The poor fallen humanity, considered so baaslit was in and to itself, viz., as broken, sphile
poisoned, was not cast immediately into the fiempéce, and melted down by the Wrath of God; lit, a
mentioned above, a conjunction was first made batvwke Earthly and Heavenly humanity. Neither came
the great fiery trial upon it, immediately afteistlconjunction; but a long and wonderful process tvld,
before it came to that great earnest. First, theanity was to be baptized with water in the Jordemal,
with water from above the firmament. Further it ied into the wilderness, for to be tempted byDeeil,
which devil (N.B.) was not put into the humanityt lpermitted to stand over against it, and to afifgo it
all that the first Adam was tempted with. And aikttime of forty days, no outward food was giverittis
new baptized humanity, but it was to live uporoite life's Mercurius, viz., the Eternal Word prodigy
from the mouth of God, according to the answerlthwel Jesus gave unto the Devil. After this he came
forth in public, preached, and did great wondeid miracles in all the seven Properties of Natured A
though at length even his human body was reallsifgdd upon the Holy Mount, and seen so by three of
his disciples, yet by all this, the full perfectioias not yet wrought out, but the very greatesrsst and
most severe trial was still behind, etc. Answerablgll this process, the Philosophical Work alasstibe
carried on, and the Artist will see a continualgtietism; but at length he will find also, that #iis, though
it was shown him in never so glorious an appearasctill short of perfection, and all but as i
preliminary, which now further distinctly shall agmor.

23. By the Philosophical Baptism, if it be trulyrfiemed, in the dead Mercury, which lieth in impuote,
and hungers only after its own Property, beings#lf not capable, either of desiring after, oadiitting
into it any other, the hunger after the divine eavenly substantiality is stirred and raised upgragénd by
this hunger, that heavenly substantiality is drawwith its own peculiar will, desire, or natural
inclination, which is nothing else but a readinesgendency to become manifest with its life ia theath.
And herein is the first beginning of a new bodyrather of a seed, from which a new body is to céort
in its due time.

24. What this Philosophical Baptism is, and theohlie necessity thereof, may thus be shortly regmesl:
Every hunger is a desire after such a thing agrsemble and conformable to that hunger: for alfigtr
which is disagreeing and contrary, or destructivie, tno hunger in anything can be. The dead cdedip
Mercury then hath a hunger indeed, but only (adogrtb its condition in the Curse), after deathathr
and poison, etc. If now to this hunger such a deabwrathful thing is given, as it hungers aftbe tleath
therein must needs increase, and its wrathfulreessat but be strengthened thereby. But if to thisger
the life is presented, or a loving, heavenly proper offered, the death is not at all able to reed. Unto
this death therefore, the death and Wrath of Gostt o given, but in this death and Wrath the hdgven
substantiality. And this is the Philosophical Baptj for this is that Earthly and Heavenly waterthia first
of which is death, and in the second life: bothakhmust be together; for the reason is now plahy w
neither by this nor by that alone, this baptism loarperformed. But when it is thus rightly donés th
baptism, viz., that which is heavenly swallowethinio death that which is earthly and wrathful, &xdlts
its own new life therein; though not immediateligelas it was also not done in Christ immediatéigra
his baptism.

25. This Philosophical Baptism is nothing else dabnjunction, to be made between the fiery anémyat
Mercury. The fiery must be baptized with the watékgd this is what Behmen means by saying obscurely
"Have a care only for this, that thou baptisestrttezcury with his own baptism." For this watery gty



is his own, viz., it is that, which before the Fatid Curse he enjoyed and rejoiced in, as his prestous
treasure; whereby his fiery poisonous Wrath, want keder, and prevented from being manifest. Bugrwh
these two were separated from each other, a breagsimade, which cannot be healed again, but by a
renewed conjunction between them. Like as it igritmals and in fallen Man also the same thing, amly
different in degrees. The conjunction of male asmdle, which is absolutely required, to the muilttgtion
of every kind of living creatures (which hath ingetables also something answering thereunto), raay b
good illustration thereof.

26. And therefore it is that by Behmen this vermneawhich here now is called the Philosophical Bapt
is called also and compared to a matrimony or esgdowhen he plainly says, not only that to thettitar
wrathful Mercury, a fair loving virgin of his owrikd must be given in marriage; but also that thiss
giving is the Philosophical Baptism. And again shgs"The woman's (not the man's) seed shall bthise
serpent's head." The man hath in his tinctureitbespirit, and the woman in hers the water-spiritis
latter must baptize, soften , appease and overtioamdormer, and so transmute its strong fiery laung
after Wrath, into a tender Love-desire; and helieth the baptism of Nature. In this steadfast L-desire,
these two are at last turned into one, so that éineynot more male and female, fire and water in
contrariety, but a masculine virgin with both timas in union. But before this be wholly effectadd as
long as they are in the way or process thereurgbnign calleth them in all this discourse, the younag
and the virgin, or also the Bridegroom and the 8rid

27. Immediately after the baptism of Christ, he Veaisby the Spirit into the wilderness, to be tesaplby
the devil. And a serious consideration of the wipytecess in this threefold temptation, is highlyauthe
Artist recommended; for in his Philosophical Wolnk tsame must be done also, in a total answerallenes
to the three particulars therein, relating to tivee first properties. All which is largely by Beam
declared, and much insisted upon, but would bdding for to relate particularly. Yet the sum and
substance thereof is this:-

28. The human Soul, or the whole humanity as amgéntd the eternal speaking Word, was now trieeraft
God had re-introduced into it a spark of his Eteleve, whether it would enter again into its priraé
state and place and be an instrument of God, fdyed upon by his holy Spirit, in his Love; or wier it
would rather continue in its own will, and suffaetDevil to play upon its instrument in the Wratida
Anger of God. And so in the Philosophical Work ald® earthly poisonous Mercury, after he is now
joined again to the heavenly, is tried, whethewiiego out from his own natural wrathful propergnd
suffer himself to be turned into his first, puredamystalline condition, wherein he stood before ¢hrse:
or whether he will rather continue in his own awad@ and now predominant quality.

29. In our Lord Jesus Christ, the human will regelcall the devil's presentations and offeringsgresd
itself, and entered wholly into the first mothex¥smb, according to his words to Nicodemus, etc. 8adn
the Philosophical Work, if it goes well and righetArtist will see, that when the tempter comestba,
young man, or Mercury gives himself up wholly itk first Mother, and that this will swallow him ag
into nothing. At which the Artist will be amazeddaterrified, thinking that all is lost and undoffe;, he
sees nothing, and hath lost all the appearanceadfeém. But he must have patience, that which is
impossible in his sight, is not so in the power&afure.

30. The wilderness wherein the temptation is damén this Philosophical Work, the outward, earthry,
desolate and barren body. Wherein the Mercury angaman, is not able to stand against the dewileptx
he lay hold on his virgin, and be by her supportéelis therefore to unite with her, to cast hid asid
desire into her love, and to eat of her breadphbis own natural quality, like as Christ our Loedl the
forty days of his temptation, did eat only of theraal speaking Word, and would not eat of thatfre
which he could have made out of the stones. AlcWlig nothing else but that the Mercury must acgmit
receive into its own poisonous quality, the Heayénhcture, and suffer the serpent's head, thg fier
wrathful property, to be bruised thereby in hims@fhich if doth not, the Devil will prevail, and tén

him captive in that state, wherein he is when sspdrfrom his Virgin. But if he doth the Devil must
withdraw, and the Virgin takes his seed from hitto iner womb.

31. What the Deuvil is in this work, the Artist, saBehmen, will easily know, but he calls him notany
plain or distinct name: doubtless it is such anowrathful dark and poisonous matter, as may I fit
compared to the devil, and may be able to do mpghdcess, the devil's office, because of the tiesmlalike
in both. For this will appear afterwards, as totimpking, plainly enough, and here also it may éersin
part, from that instruction and warning, he giveshe Artist, viz., He shall have a care, to suffet. Thus,
says he, he shall have a care, to suffer nothieaempting devil be too furious, or too wrathfoiit
proportionable, etc. And again, on the other haimat, he be not too weak or impotent, for else tieddry



should not be assaulted by him sufficiently, andghias a hungry wolf, swallow up his baptism, netiar
his own wrathful property, and continue still tlsame poisonous thing, which he was before.

32. At the end of forty days, when the Devil hadeshall the temptation, he must depart from thedLor
Christ, and the angels came and ministered unto Tims also the Artist is especially well to obssrior
he himself stood here in the trial also, and may perceive infallibly, whether or no, he be fit fand
accounted worthy of this work. If at the end oftjotlays, in answerableness to the process of Ctirest
angels do not appear, he may surely think of hiin®lt he is not yet fit and worthy; and of hisrfi
masculine Mercury, that this doth not yet stand @ue internal union with the watery feminine, thatt it
is still that same, in its own wrathful quality, izh it was before, and that the tempting devil hath
prevailed. But if he seeth the sign of the Angkésmay rejoice and be sure, that the Bridegroom ligs
Bride, and she in him, and that his work can prosp#hat this sign of the angels is, the author dwthtell
us expressly; it must be some new delightful apgoese, by its own character so intelligible to théis,

as that was intelligible to him, when before he sathing, and had lost the appearance of heaven.
33. Immediately after this temptation, and overargrof the devil, the Lord Christ began his publiice,
not only by preaching, reproving and instructing geople, but also, by working many great miracsilou
amazing things, through all the Properties of Nat&or instance: in Saturn, he raised up the deddjna,
he transmuted water into wine, and fed with fiveves of bread five thousand men; in Jupiter, heencad
of the simple and ignorant fishermen, the most \&is@& understanding apostles. In Mercury, he magle th
deaf hearing, the dumb speaking, and healed tleedejm Mars he expelled devils from the possedsed.
Venus, he loved his brethren and sisters, as thuhwnity, and gave freely his life for them inwath.
Only six of the properties are here enumerated tla@mdeventh which is Sol, standing in the midst an
uniting three and three, is here not mentionedabge this belongeth to the full perfection, whicért only
was attained unto, when he was risen from the destinded up to heaven, and had poured out the holy
Tincturing Spirit, on the day of Pentecost. But ttiere is a good ground for Behmen's referringrditly
to the seven Properties of Nature, all the miracsildeeds of Christ, could be made out from him
sufficiently, were it needful and not too large.

34. All this now the Artist shall distinctly sedat it hath a true and exact answerableness in the
Philosophical Work, when the forty days temptatidth good success is ended. For instance, in Satern
shall see, that now the Mercury raiseth up frontlddzat same dead substance, wherein he was shut up
before. In Luna, that he feedeth and nourishethdiastance, when there is nothing outwardly wréugh
which it could be fed and nourished with: and ag#iat the deadly water is exalted and turnedwitee,
by having now got (like as wine hath) an union ditay and watery virtue. In Jupiter, he shall #ee four
elements each by itself, and their colours, andah@dow upon which Christ sitteth for judgmenttlie
outspoken Mercury. So that he highly shall be ami@ét, and perceive that the wisdom of God playet
and delighteth therein as in a jestful play. Ferfifiendly Jupiter showeth forth herein his projgsitafter
such a manner as that is, in which God will, irtiitse change this world and transmute it into Paeadn
Mercury, he shall see that Heaven separates ftself the Earth, and that it sinks down again i t
Earth, and changeth the same into its own colout that Mercurypurifieth the matter, etc. In Mars,
shall see, that Jupiter in the Mercury, casts mrhfthe matter upwards a black fire smoke, whidhlve
coagulated like as a soot in the chimney. Andiththe poisonous hunger in the Mercury, rightlp&o
compared to the devil, because it hath, accordints town kind, the devil's qualities. What Chd# in
Venus, the Artist shall see most gloriously in Btelosophical Work. For as soon as this black devil
expelled from the matter, Venus in her virginitypaprs, in great beauty and glory, which is a fypetor
emblem of the great love of Christ.

35. Now here, when this appears, the Atrtist isicefd, and thinks reasonably his work is finished] be
hath got the treasure of the World; but soon dilfind himself extremely disappointed. For when he
trieth it, he shall find, it is but Venus, stilfamale, and not yet a pure and perfect virgin, Witth
tinctures united into one. Like as in Christ, therBal speaking Word had indeed wrought out thrcuigh
humanity, all these wondrous deeds; and yet th@éufection could not be made manifest thereig, hi
human body could not be glorified, and much lesdctbe have poured out the Holy Ghost, before he wa
passed through the great Anger of God or DeatitHalid So also in this Philosophical Work, though al
these glorious things have appeared in the PregesfiNature, yet the universal Tincture is notfixetd
and manifest, but all what was seen hitherto, we tbansient, and the greatest work to be dorethie
fixation and manifestation, is still behind. Forthle seven Properties must be made totally putle an
crystalline, before they can be Paradisical, amth @ them hath its own peculiar process, whes tibigo
out from the wrathful into the Paradisical life; evkin they must all seven have but one will, \ttzat of



Love, and all their former own will, wherein eachsfor itself, in opposition to the others, musubterly
swallowed up. And then only they are fixed, andedblabide the fire, for then no Turba can be more
therein. Which is now further effected by a procasswering to that which was observed in the siaffer
and death of Christ.

36. As soon as the regenerator of mankind camehigdVorld from above, and had the name of a king
given unto him, the civil government thereof contit endure him; but presently he was by Herod
persecuted, and at length by Pilate crucified, itbstanding that he had plainly declared that hg#om
was not of this world. And because this newbormgkiame not not with a royal state and splendourimo
such an outward power, as the Jews expected aratliliop at the coming of their Messiah, the
Ecclesiastical government in the high priest andridbes, would not receive him. And since he owned
himself to be the Son of God, and a king of tratid said he was come to save his people fromshresr
and darkness, and from the Wrath to come, the 2¢sd could not endure him; but he was immediately
strong opposition against these three togetheomjuaction. So also in this Philosophical Worksasn as
Venus thus appears in her beauty, with her owrnrabtharacter, and in order to perfection, there ggeat
alarm, opposition and insurrection against her,ifeanin Saturn, Mercury and Mars. The first of alhis
a true figure of the civil government, the secohthe Ecclesiastical state, and the third of theiDé&nd

as these three jointly were the same chief agdrshbrought the Lord of Life and Glory unto deatb;in
this Philosophical Work, the three inferior wrathRroperties, Saturn, Mercury and Mars, are rigbdijed
by Behmen the three murderers of Venus.

37. This great opposition and uproar against thvel IGhrist, had, in the internal truth and realityather
ground but this, that he was from above, wherhake¢ three were from beneath. Deep, great, and many
things are in these few words comprised, and teerg®l nature of a Principle (taken in Behmern'segis
understood therein. If the Lord had been out of ten dark, harsh, bitter and wrathful root, ahdeé had
appeared, for to preserve and establish the sarits,dwn selfish and willful qualities, they wouhdve
received him very kindly, and no opposition couéty& been made. But he was from another Principkt, a
came only for to destroy the works of the Devithis world, and to recall its inhabitants unto Lighove
and Truth. Now all this was bad news in the earalldhese three parties, for none of them wadmgito
be stripped of its selfish greatness, dignity,rgith and power; and therefore they all three ajtleagreed
for his crucifixion. So also in this Philosophid&lork, there is no other ground for this great ojijms

but this very same, that Venus is from above, whese three are from beneath; united in one wriathfu
sphere, and unwilling to be deprived of their natpower and pre-dominion. Heaven stands now i, Hel
upon Earth, and will transmute them both into Pasgdand Hell perceiveth its ruin is inevitableit if
receives into it this child from heaven; and therefit swelleth up against it, and opposeth alltvithean.
But by this same opposition, it must and doth othpote its own destruction; as it was done aldbén
process of Christ.

38. Here might be objected, How can all this bestziant with what was done and declared above, viz.
that the matter was purified, the devil expellat ¢he sign of the angels appeared, etc? For ikkence
can now such a wrathful, hellish opposition ariBe®it is easily to be answered, and the answenigeh
gives to it (though but implicitly and not so ditig} is of the greatest importance, not only irstprocess
of the Philosophical Work, but also especiallytiattof Man's Regeneration. When Mercury, (saysshe)
awakened from the death of Saturn's strong impresaind receiveth Manna (heavenly food, Light's and
Love's substantiality, his own true Virgin, the \&fadf Life, the Philosophical Baptism) into the rtoof
his poisonous Property, a joyful crack ariseth adidor it is like as if a light were kindled ingtdarkness,
and a paradisical joy and Love springeth in thestid Wrath. When now Mercury thus gets a twinkling
glimpse thereof in Mars, the wrathfulness is texdfat the Love, and falleth back or sinketh dolike, as

in the generation of the second Principle out effitst; and the angelical properties appear asghmpse.
And so this is (N.B. not yet a transmutation bikg las a transmutation, but only transient notcpetstant
or fixed. If therefore a fixed and radical transatign shall be done, the same process, that wihssitike

a transmutation, must be repeated again; butam higher or rather deeper degree; And the samalsan
be repeated again, because the harsh, bitter,fwiratdlish Properties were hitherto suppresseg anl
part, but not fully rooted out, and radically tudriato one only will. And they therefore are novseal
afresh by this appearance of Venus, nay even much than ever before, they stand up in opposition
against her, for to maintain their own natural tigdo that here also, in a sense, the words oksCéure
true, saying | am come to kindle a fire, and taprupon Earth a sword, enmity, strife, persecutiear,

and opposition.



39. This opposition is, in this Philosophical Woldlketween three and three; like as it is also in the
generation of Eternal Nature. Yet this is to bearstbod in such a sense, as the foregoing 38ttigrosan
bear, wherein there was asserted, that here nodisiygt is permanent and fixed. So it was alsben t
process with the Lord Christ: when he now was agaito the strong severity of the Wrath and Angfer
God, in order to the full consummation of his gneatk, he said expressly of himself, "I am not &pbut
the Father is with me." He had then with him ondhe side, or as we may say, from above, the Father
and him unalterably, in one sense, though changéalalnother, relating to the sensibility of hisward
human person. Which may appear, by his woeful grgiut on the cross, "My God, My God, why hast
thou forsaken me?" For that which here by someig objected, concerning a wrong translation of¢hes
words, is not to be regarded, because the senseiwltieey are taken is not liable to such ill comstions
and consequences as they put upon it. And on tiex eide, or as from beneath, he had with him,ghdn
a very low and inconsiderable sense, the commaoragm people which received and accompanied him
with great joy and acclamations, when he camegidipon an ass into Jerusalem. So also in this
Philosophical Work, Venus is not alone; but, asdte, from above, Jupiter is with her, and fromdzh
Luna, which is a true figure of that vulgar, simgfmorant crew. This Luna holds with Venus (lilkeaso
the Disciples themselves did with Christ), so lasgt goes well with her, or at least tolerablwttis, so
long as Saturn, Mercury, and Mars do not actuaily manifestly exert their malice against her. Bhew
these three murderers arise, and will forciblylpertto death, or swallow her up into their wrathyit) then
Luna also changeth her colour and inclination; dkghe vulgar people changed their will, and axbtef
their former "Hosanna", cried now out, "Crucifyucify him."

40. In the process of Christ, when it cometh toGneat Earnest, not only that which was done wiith h
outwardly, by the Pharisees, High Priests, etd.alao that which was done within his own persan, i
Body, Soul and Spirit must be considered. The twterhal Worlds or two Eternal Principles, viz. the
strong Fire-world with the properties of Wrath amder, and the Holy Light-world, with the pure Love
and Light's substantiality, or heavenly flesh atabd, were both manifest in him, and stood operotie
against the other; And the great work of redemptionld not have been performed, except they entered
into one another essentially: for else no solidimament and fixed transmutation of the first irite t
second, could have been effected. This now madieeapressible terror in the humanity of Christ,.vin
his whole person, considered in all the three WsddPrinciples. For the Love was struck with teremd
trembled at the rough, harsh and bitter death, lmitiwas to give up itself into; so as to be swabd up

by the wrathful properties of anger, all now distiy raised up and qualifying according to theirow
nature. And the Anger also was struck with teramd trembled at the appearance of Love, wheremast
to lose its own wrathful and now predominant léed so from hence the outward human body alsdign t
third Principle, was so violently struck with terrand trembling, that the sweat thereof was, agit

great drops of blood, falling down to the grounét Yie said then, "Father, if it be possible, l&t tup pass
from me, nevertheless not my will, but thine be eléWhich words are to be understood, as spokehdy
whole person of Christ, viz., in each World andpgemby, according to the different condition of ea€br
the first Principle, or Anger said, "Let this cupL@mve be removed from me, that | may keep my déomn
in men, because of their transgression”; like asnag see an excellent type thereof in Moses, when t
Wrath of God said unto him, "Let me alone, thatdyndevour this disobedient people.” But Moses @ th
figure of Christ, and Christ in the highest opematof Love, would not let him, but replied, firsidieed as it
were to the same purpose, "If it be possible list¢bp of Anger pass from me", but added also
immediately, "Nevertheless not my will, but thine ¢hone.” Whereby now the human will of Christ as to
this Third Principle resigned wholly and submittesIf to the will of the angry father, and was dist
unto him, even unto the death on the Cross, armlalhtvhat was to be inflicted upon him outwardlyaa
by the instruments of God's Anger. So also in Btidosophical Work, when it cometh to this Great
Earnest, the Artist shall plainly perceive a gteator and trembling therein; he shall see, thatddey
especially, which is the principal agent againshv&(like as the High Priests and Pharisees, weoetlze
principal opposers and persecutors of Christ), teth at the appearance of Venus, and that Vesos al
not only trembleth at this opposition of the thremthful murdering properties, but also that migh her
like as if a sweat did break out from her body: Hrat nevertheless she is not stirring, but quiet patient,
resigned and ready for to suffer all what they icdlict upon her, and to be wholly swallowed upthgm
into their wrathfulness.

41. In the process of Christ, the Devil said, autht within himself, "I am alone the great monaircthe
Fire, Saturn is my might, and Mercury my life, draim in, and through them, a Prince and God of this
world, and will therefore not suffer, that such #ew one as calls himself a Prince of Love, shoule



therein, but | will devour him in my Wrath, togethgith his Love." This he intended indeed, but loetie
could not effect it as by himself alone, withouhcarrence of the two chief principalities of thistward
world, he stirred up Mercury and Saturn, the Edaktical and the Civil government. And so thesdhatte
went out together, or sent their emissaries, aguedd the Lord, bound and carried him from the one
unrighteous judge to the other, etc. Thus alshéRhilosophical Work the Artist shall plainly sdet
Venus, which is all passive and wholly resigned aaatly to enter into the dragon's jaws, is surrednzh
every side by Saturn, Mars and Mercury. And sd a®ie apprehended or captivated by these three in
conjunction, nay also further that they lay holdhem, and bind her, by darting their several paissrays
upon her; and then moreover, that they do, asriéwmrry her from the one Property of wrathfulnesthe
other, like as to be by them tried, examined auddéual.

42. In the first place, Mars bringeth Venus to Meyg like as the devil's agents instruments inhath of
God, brought the Lord Christ first to the High RtieBut as this was already beforehand pre-posiesdtie
hatred against him, and did not truly or duly tipnhnor could look into his Internal will and wodf Love,
but looked upon him only from without, examined Fuaperficially, and concluded, that since he stood
with them, in the same will, way and form, he wasto be tolerated among the living. But seeing tiea
could not bring in execution his design to kill hihe sent him to Pilate, with the character of @hdoer,
that had deserved death. So also in this PhilosapWork, this very same is the true internal sigreof
Mercury, against Venus. He was before already kegfossessed with his own hateful quality, and stood
opposition against her, and is therefore not abteyt much less to approve of the loving Propefty
Venus, but hath only a will and ability to murderhBut seeing that there is in Venus anotherdjvin
Mercury, from above, he cannot destroy her by tis power, but must confederate himself with Saturn;
and unto him he delivereth this Venus, for to bkedti Like as Christ was delivered to Pontius Rilfatr to
be crucified.

43. Pilate, a governor or Lord in the dark Saturmispression, did little enquire after, or concbimself
about the spiritual doctrine, Light, Love and TrofiChrist, but only about the government; and uhis
only account of Christ's being against Caesarhésmdwn coveting to be accounted Caesar's friead, h
sentenced him unto death. So here also in thed®@pitacal Work, Saturn, the dark astringent property
does not at all concern itself, with this or thaernal loving quality of Venus, being not abla¢oeive
anything thereof into its own essence; but onlytifier pre-dominion is all this great contest. Satuithnot
lose the friendship of Mars and Mercury, which bate with him in the same sphere, and jointly mayke
therein their own government, which needs mustiggtbrown, if Venus should be permitted to arise] a
shine therein, with her Light and Love. And therefbe puts in execution that which is well pleasintp
them, and which they think may make for the prestéon their wrathful government.

44. Pilate sent the Lord Christ unto Herod, and thocked him, and put on him a long white garmient.
this Philosophical Work, Herod the king answereattouSol, who is a king also in his own PrinciplendA
this Sol puts upon Venus a simple, lunarish whitewr; for it perceiveth that there lieth in Veras
solarish kingly power, and therefore it giveth uh&y the white colour, from the Eternal libertytogerty,
and would fain see, that she might open thereirpberers from the Fire's centre, and show forthéiéns
a golden lustre (like as Herod would fain have seeniracle wrought before him), which, if Venus did
she would be indeed a master and ruler over Matdvircury, but only in this outward world, a rular
the Wrath, like as this Sol is also such a one.a&uhe Lord said unto Pilate, "My kingdom is nbtias
world", and would answer nothing unto Herod, nar dxpectation by working any miracle before him;
because in this white garment he stood only bdfwrgustice of God, and represented the poor rfalle
Adam, in his false love of himself, whereof thisitelrobe was an excellent and very significantriégu
deeply by Behmen declared. So also in the PhildsapWork a breaking forth of the solarish powerai
golden lustre from the Fire's centre, and tincaitimis white lunarish appearance of Venus, isnaldin
expected; because the pure union, and universalitagncannot be made manifest, except first albitm
Wrath and poison of Saturn, Mercury and Mars, bellyldrowned and swallowed up in blood and death.
45. Herod sent the Lord Christ back again to Pilabel this, by his soldiers, stripped him, put on h
scarlet robe, scourged him, put upon his headwarcad thorns, and showed him to the multitude, Whic
all cried out, "Crucify, crucify him", etc. So algothe Philosophical Work, Venus is delivered agaito
Saturn, and he, with his strong, dark impressiays hold on her, strips her of her fair robe, ant pn her
a scarlet (purple) colour, wherein the Wrath of 8iarlodged. This colour (which will be adornednath a
glance or splendour in a flash), is from Saturnt lercury's Property, mixed with the fiery Mars,the
Artist shall distinctly see. When now the Lord Ghirin this royal robe, which was put upon him iout
scorn and mockery, was presented to the PhariBeiests, and common people, they all cried out



unanimously, "Away with him, he is but a false kimge own no other king but Caesar, etc." So al$enw
Venus in this royal colour, appears unto Mercutug and Mars and Luna also; this later being now
changed in its will, joined herself with the thred@ef murdering Properties, and all together, \vitie
consent, reject her, and as it were, cry out thng same; which is as much as to say, they datt thetir
malignant, poisonous, fiery rays upon, and impttiet same into her, by the sharp impression of Sasar
that the Artist shall see distinctly, that Venu$ike as scourged and full of stripes. And morepwérich is
indeed the greatest wonder, he shall exactly seertiwn of thorns, with its sharp, stinging prickles put
upon her. For as the whole process, in the sufieaid death of Christ, is a circumstantial reprizgam of
all what the first Adam had acted in his transgmegsn a quite contrary way, which is distinctlycwn

and declared by Behmen: And as the condition of Mahe Fall, is the same with the Earth's condiiio
the Curse, only different from it in degree, whiehalso not only answereth, but also demonstrateth
sufficiently. So also the manner and process df tlstoration, cannot but be alike in both. Andlees
Lord Christ in all his sufferings was most profolyndumble, and only passive, opening not his mduth
enduring all things most patiently, in a full sulssion to the pleasure of his Father: so also,iin th
Philosophical Work, the Artist shall see that Versug/holly passive, standing all quiet and unmoveab
without any moving or stirring.

Many particulars more are by this author obseraed, discoursed of, and this even so, that his diseo
carried along with itself a plain and perceptildstimony of solidity. But for brevities sake théyali be

but mentioned in short. The three nails wherewithisE was nailed to the cross, are referred tdhhee
first sharp, and piercing wrathful properties.

The two figures of the Virgin Mary and St. Johmrating under the cross, are referred to the yousmgsm
and the virgin's life, now appearing in distinctiovhich the Artist (saith he) may see, if he hataseand
understanding..

The words of Christ spoken on the Cross, "Fatleegife them, they know not what they do", are dgepl
and excellently declared. (1) as to the redempifamankind, by showing, when Jesus destroyed death
selfhood in the humanity, he did not throw awayt thaman property, wherein the Anger of God was
kindled before, but even then he took it rightlgdruly unto himself, that is, he took even thaghtly the
outward, out-spoken kingdom of wonders into thedarv And (2) As to this Philosophical Work, by
showing that the three murderers, when drownebanion's blood, do not pass away or are not
annihilated, but they are forgiven, that is, tHemmer hatred and wrathfulness, is turned intohigdest
Love-desire and they keep all their natural queditin their true order and office having lost freghat all,
but only their false and selfish predominion.

The two thieves, crucified with Christ, the onetba right hand, and the other on the left; the moeking
him, and the other turning unto him, and receivimggracious promise "this day thou shalt be withim
Paradise"; are in this Philosophical Work referiethe kingdom of the Devil in the Wrath, and te th
Kingdom of Love in the Light. Which two kingdomseamow separated the one from the other, etc. Thou
shalt be with me in Paradise, says the Love, thati of thy fiery, anguishing condition, thou sz
turned and transmuted into me, etc. Here, saitm®eh Venus in the Philosophical Work gets her Soul,
for when Mars and Mercury die to the dark impresgibSaturn, then Venus takes them in; then Angdr a
Love come to be one only being, Mars and Mercucob® the Soul of Venus; all the strife ceaseth, the
enmity is reconciled; Mercury is now all pure aradthno poison more in it, etc.

The words of Christ, saying to his mother, "Womaehold thy son", and to St. John, "Behold thy modthe
are excellently discoursed of by Behmen, not orith weference to the redemption of mankind, anth&
universal Christian Church, but also to this Phifsical Work; wherein the Artist is to know, that must
imitate St. John, that all his work and operat®dadne only in or about the Mother, that is thegkiom of
outward Nature, from which Christ here departdtht his work in this world never will become toyall
and absolutely celestial, that he cannot manifesein the Paradise, so as that God should apperaiirt
face to face. But that he must abide all the tifniis world, in the Mother only, though he verily
obtaineth the universal Tincture in this Mothelkd.as the mother of Christ also obtained it, inbeing
called by the angel, the Blessed among the wonmawitimstanding, which she was afterwards to pass
through temporal death, etc. So also the Artisaioleth the blessing in this miserable world, sd tigamay
tincture his corrupted earthly body, and presetrire health, unto the terminus or end of his highes
constellation, which is (N.B.) after or under SatywWhen Saturn therefore is at his end and liamt
leaveth that life, which he hath been a leadenofuniversal Tincture can prolong that life anygen]
Concerning the words of Christ, "I thirst", and theegar mingled with gall, which when he had testee
would not drink, are profoundly declared -



(1) as an outward, most significant figure of wivals transacted inwardly between the holy name Jesus
and the Anger of God awakened in the human so@.neime Jesus thirsted after the salvation of nreh, a
would fain have tasted the pure living water in tioenan Property; but the Anger of God in the sgalje
itself into this thirsting Love-desire, which thexe would not drink, but yielded up itself, in dl fu
resignation and obedience thereunto. Vinegar ahdugathe proper figure of the human soul, vif these
properties wherein the human soul essentially ffmavhen considered as to its own proper being,
without the Light. The soul, now here given agaitoithe Holy Light's substantiality, which was inala&m,
disappeared, etc. This caused such a two-fold graek, as in the generation of Eternal Nature was
explained. The first terrible crack made the E&otquake, and rent the rocks asunder, etc. Thendeco
joyful crack raised the dead bodies of them thath@ped and waited for the coming of the Messiag, a
rent also the vail in the temple, from the top éméath, uniting now the human time with Eternitg, e

(2) And as to the Philosophical Work, wherein Veals® thirsteth after the manifestation and pre-
dominion of the Fire of love; but Mercury, in theghur of Mars and Saturn, presseth itself intq tdth
his killing Menstruum, which is the greatest poisofithe dark Wrathful source. But Venus, instebd o
drinking the same down, yieldeth up herself whtflgreunto, as if she did actually die. And fromden
the great darkness in the Philosophical Work drjs&i that the whole matter cometh to be so black a
raven.

When the inward sun of the Eternal Light's Prirejph the humanity, had given up itself into thekda
Wrath and Anger of God, the outward sun in thisdtiprinciple, which taketh all its glance and lasirom
that Inward, as a representation, figure, or mithereof, could not shine. For if its root or destiground
(considered as in the region of this world) wasegdawn into darkness, for to renew this principl® ithe
Light, the outbirth of this root, that is the outd@é&Sun, must needs have been darkened, contréng to
common course of Nature; And this even from théhdpour of the day unto the ninth, which was tiesti
of the first Adam's sleep, etc. In the PhilosophWark, as the Artist shall see, all what God hdme, in
and with the humanity, when he was to redeem aing fitragain into Paradise; so he shall see also in
answerableness to this particular of the greatrsaperal darkness mentioned above, that when Vinss
yieldeth up her life, which all her glance and tesiependeth upon, all her beauty must disappedr, a
darkness cometh up instead thereof. Nay, he shalhtso, that not only Venus, in the three wrathful
Properties, but also that these three themselvd&nus, do lose their life altogether, and thhisahow so
black and dark as a coal. For here now life andhdéastill and quiet together in the will of Goalnd to

his only disposition. The whole is now reducedh® beginning, and standeth in that order, whetein i
stood before the Creation. Nature's end is novingitiaunto, and all is fallen home unto, or integ gower
of the first Fiat.

After this, the Lord cried out, "My God, why hakbt forsaken me?" The eternal, speaking Word stood
now still, in the humanity, that is, it did not opee therein, so as to be sensibly felt thereby ti®
heavenly humanity, which in Adam was disappeared,ia Christ quickened again, was to bruise thelhea
of the Wrath, in the fiery soul, and to changeSioall's Fire into a clear, shining sun. That now thight
be done, the humanity must be introduced into\tiath, by the Eternal speaking Word, and by theesam
also, through this Wrath and death, into the sstteoir paradisical life. When now this was done, the
humanity could not but feel that Wrath in the sauid in the same instant of this feeling, it caudd feel
the presence and power of the Eternal speaking Vgords it could and did before, etc. And this thes
forsaking.

So also in the Philosophical Work, when the wrdtpfoperties swallow up the life of Venus, whicltas
change them into Sol, and to make that all sevenbmane. Venus is forsaken. And this makes her los
her colour, and to be turned into Darkness, etc.

As the Lord Christ, after all his powerful worksiratles, overcoming of the Devil in the Temptatiand
Transfiguration of his human body, was to go thioalj these sufferings, and at length wholly to alie
the Cross, whereby he frustrated in a sense andenahe hope and expectation of all his disciples

as he had no other way or gate, than death, thretagth he could have entered into his glory, araiar
after him his members: So also in this Philosoghi¢ark, the Artist hath hitherto seen indeed many
wonderful things, and very glorious appearanceschvimade him to have a very great hope and
expectation; yet for all this, now his expectati®im a sense quite overthrown and frustrated.neer the
whole nature dieth in his work, and he must seeatlés changed into a dark night. All the Propest
Powers, and Virtues, must now cease to be and laiat, thvey were and did before, and must fall into th
end of Nature. All yieldeth up its former life andtivity, there is no more any stirring, moving, or
operating. All the Properties are in the Crown-nemicattered in thousand, and so entered intfirtie



Mysterium, in that state wherein they were befbeereation. The meaning is not that the outward
materiality is made invisible, or quite annihilatéait only, that all the Powers therein which tspoken
Properties had from the Eternal speaking Word,velnidh were raised up against each other, in cdatsar
each of them according to its own nature, are noanand of their activity in self-will, and eanghl
inclination, and are fallen home again into the powof the Eternal speaking Word, having no othey,wa
nor gate, but this death, through which they cautér from the curse into their primitive blessiBgt
when thus they are in death to themselves, anttkilhand of the eternal Word, this cannot but ridieen
up again unto glory, as by a new Creation, anchawarableness the Resurrection of Christ.

The Lord Christ died indeed, as to the humanitynftbis world, but he took the same human body aigain
his Resurrection, and lost or left nothing therdeeliind, but only the government of the four elersent
wherein the Wrath, curse, and mortality lieth, &e.in this Philosophical Work also, the first reait not
abolished or annihilated, but only the curse theigdestroyed, in the four elements, and the lifiesin the
one Eternal Element is raised up again; and thexéfds now fix, and can abide the Fire. A glosawew
body is now raised up out of the black darkness, far white colour, but such a one as hath adndd
glance in it, so that the colour cannot be exadifgerned, until it resolveth itself, and the neswé-desire
cometh up. And then in Saturn's centre, but intddpiand Venus's Property, the Sun ariseth. Fhisthe
Fiat, like as a new Creation, and when this is datiehe Properties cast forth unanimously thesice
into Sol. And then the colour is turned into a miet of white and red, from Fire and Light in unitimat is,
into yellow, which is the colour of majesty.

The appearance of love, to the wrathful propedfedarkness, causeth, as mentioned above, a geedt, c
or terror. The wrathfulness is mightily exasperaigdhis appearance of Love, and presseth veheynentl
into her, for to swallow her up into death, whitkidth also actually. But seeing that no deathlman
therein, the Love sinketh only down, yieldeth upsied into these murdering properties, and disglaye
among them her own loving essentiality, which theyst keep in them, and cannot get rid thereof. But
even this is a poison unto death, and a pestilent@eHell. For the wrathful Properties are alsohtily
terrified at this entering of Love into them, whiishso strange and contrary to their own qualites]
which makes them all weak and impotent, so that thest lose their own will, strength, and pre-
dominion, etc. So was it done in the death of Ghaisd after such a manner (largely and excellently
declared by Behmen). Death and curse in the hugamits killed and destroyed, in and by the death of
Christ, who, after his Resurrection, had no moeeftlhm of a male in his human body, but that of a
paradisical Virgin, as Adam had before his fall.dfso also is it, in this Philosophical Work. Inglérror,
crack, and mutual killing (though there is propertydeath, but only a transmutation, or union af tmto
one), when Venus yieldeth up her life to the wraltffroperties, and when these, having lost their pr
dominion, are raised up again to a new life, theyii giveth her pearl to the young man, for a pietyr
And so the life of the anger, and the life of thevé&, are no more two, but only one; no more a raatk
female property, but a whole Virgin, with both tines united into one. When then the Artist sele¢ghréd
blood of the young man rise from death, and comi fout of the black darkness, together in uniothwi
the white colour of the virgin, he may then knowtthe hath the great Arcanum of the world, and such
treasure as is inestimable. Several things morkel dmubrought forth from Behmen, which would afford
many excellent considerations. But these may bigcmift, to show that harmonious analogy which is
between the Restoration of fallen Man, through g&hrist, and the Restoration of cursed Naturéhen
Philosophical Work.

Hortulanus Commentary on the Emerald
Tablet




A briefe Commentarie of Hortulanus the Philosopherupon the
Smaragdine Table of Hermes of Alchimy.

The praier of Hortulanus.

Laude, honour, power and glorie, be given to tke@lmightie Lorde God, with thy beloved sonne, our
Lord lesus Christ, and the holy Ghost, the comfo@eholy Trinitie, that art the onely one God, fpet
man, | give thee thankes that having the knowlaxfgbe transitorie things of this worlde (leashbsld
bee provoked with the pleasures thereof) of thyndant mercie thou hast taken mee from it. But
forsomuch as | have knowne manie deceived in thigheat have not gone the right way, let it pletmse,
O Lord my God, that by the knowledge which thoutlgagen me, | may bring my deare friends from error
that when they shal perceive the truth, they maysprthy holy and glorious name, which is blesged f
ever. Amen.

The Preface.

| Hortulanus, so called from the Gardens bordeuipgn the sea coast, wrapped in a lacobin skinne,
unworthy to be called a Disciple of Philosophie vexd with the love of my welbeloved, doo intend to
make a true declaration of the wordsHzfrmes the Father of Philosophers, whose words, thohghthey
be dark and obscure, yet have | truly expoundedavtiae operation and practise of the worke: for the
obscuritie of the Philosophers in their speechesttdnothing prevaile, where the doctrine of theg/ho
spirit worketh.

Chapter I.
That the Art of Alchimy is true and certaine.

The Philosopher saitlt. is true, to wit, that the Arte oflchimieis given unto usWwithout leasingThis hee
saith in detestation of them that affirme this #rbee lying, that is, falsé.is certaine that is prooved.
For whatsoever is prooved, is most certafed most trueFor most true golde is ingendred by Art: and he
saith most true, in the superlative degree, bectngsgolde ingendred by this Art, excelleth allumatl
gold in all proprieties, both medicinall and others

Chapter II.
That the Stone must be divided into two parts.

Consequentlie, he toucheth the operation of theesteayingThat which is beneath, is as that which is

above And this he sayth, because the stone is dividdtivo principall parts by Art: Into the superior
part, that ascendeth up, and into the inferiout, perich remaineth beneath fixe and cleare: andhgse
two parts agree in vertue: and therefore hee sayh#t which is above, is like to that which is behea

And this division is necessari€p perpetuate the myracles of one thitigwit, of the Stone: because the
inferiour part is the Earth, which is called therbkj and Ferment: and the superiour part is théeSou
which quickeneth the whole Stone, and raiseth.ifMperefore separation made, and coniunction

celebrated, manie myracles are effected in theesamrke of nature.

Chapter IIl.
That the Stone hath in it the foure Elements.

And asall things have proceeded from one, by the meditati one Heere giveth hee an example, saying:
as all things came from one, to wit, a confusedb@)@r masse, by meditation, that is the cogitediath
creation of one, that is the omnipotent G8d:all things have sprunthat is, come outom this one thing
that is, one confused lumgey Adaptationthat is by the sole commandement of God, andateir&o our
Stone is borne, and come out of one confused roas&ining in it the foure Elements, which is ceshof
God, and by his sole miracle our stone is borne.



Chapter IV.
That the Stone hath Father and Mother, to wit, theSunne and Moone.

And as wee see, that one living creature begettetie living creatures like unto it selfe: so acidily
golde engendereth golde, by vertue of multiplicatié the foresaid stone. It followeth therefores Bunne
is his father, that is, Philosophers Gold. Andresverie naturall generation, there must be anfit a
convenient receptacle, with a certaine consonasfc@militude to the father: so likewise in thidificiall
generation, it is requisite that the Sunne havt#ednd consonaunt receptacle for his seede aotlite:

and this is Philosophers silver. And thereforeilioives, the Moone is his mother.

Chapter V.
That the coniunction of the parts of the stone isatled Conception.

The which two, when they have mutuallie entertaieadh other in the coniunction of the Stone, tla&t
conceiveth in the bellie of the winde: and thi#t ishich afterwarde he sayethhe winde carried it in his
bellie. It is plaine, that the winde is the ayre, andake is the life, and the life is the Soule. Arfthve

already spoken of the soule, that it quicknethwthele stone. And so it behoveth, that the wind shou
carry and recarry the whole stone, and bring forthmasterie: and then it followeth, that it mestaive
nourishment of his nurce, that is the earth: aedetiore the Philosopher saiffie earth is his Nurse

because that as the infant without receiving faodhfhis nurse, shuld never come to yeres: so likewur
stone without the firmentation of his earth, shoudder be brought to effect: which said firmamést,
called nourishment. For so it is begotten of onthé&@ with the coniunction of the Mothdrhings that is,
sonnes like to the Father, if they want long deioog¢tshalbe like to the Mother in whitenesse, atdine

the Fathers weight.

Chapter VI.
That the Stone is perfect, if the Soule be fixt ithe bodie.

It followeth afterwardThe father of all the Telesme of the whole worddiedre that is, in the worke of the
stone is a finall way. And note, that the Philosamptalleth the worke, the Father of all the Telestinat is,
of all secret, or of all treasuf@f the whole worldethat is, of every stone found in the world, iseheAs if
he should say, Behold | shew it thee. AfterwardRhdosopher saithVilt thou that | teach thee to knowe
when the vertue of the Stone is perfect and cortg?éa wit, when it is converted into his earth: and
therefore he saittHis power is entirethat is, compleate and perfeittit be turned into earththat is, if the
Soule of the stone (whereof wee have made mengordx which Soule may be called the winde or ayre,
wherein consisteth the whole life and vertue ofdtome) be converted into the earth, to wit ofdtomne,
and fixed: so that the whole substance of the Sbengo with his nurse, to wit earth, that the wittiene
be turned into ferment. As in making of breadtttelieaven nourisheth and fermenteth a great deale
Paste: so will the Philosopher that our stone bdernented, that it may bee ferment to the mudiition
of the stone.

Chapter VII.
Of the mundification and cleansing of the stone.

Consequently, hee teacheth how the Stone ougleegartultiplied: but first he setteth downe the
mundification of the stone, and the separatiorheffarts: sayingrhou shalt separate the earth from the
fire, the thinne from the thicke, and that gentiyg avith great discretionGently, that is by little, and little,
not violently, but wisely, to witte, in Philosoplit doung. Thou shalt separate, that is, dissdbwe:
dissolution is the separation of part€ke earth from the fire, the thinne from the thidkat is, the lees
and dreggs, from the fire, the ayre, the water,thadvhole substance of the Stone, so that theeStay
remaine most pure without all filth.



Chapter VIII.
That the unfixed part of the Stone should exceed #fixed, and lift it up.

The Stone thus prepared, is made fit for multipiaza And now hee setteth downe his multiplicatéord
easie liquefaction, with a vertue to pierce as \d hard bodies, as soft, sayiigascendeth from the
earth into heaven, and again it descendeth intcetimth Here we must diligently note, that although our
stone bee divided in the first operation into fopaetes, which are the foure Elements: notwithstamds
wee have alreadie saide, there are two princiatspf it. One which ascendeth upward, and igdall
unfixed, and an other which remaineth below fixetich is called earth, or firmament, which nourithe
and firmenteth the whole stone, as we have alrsaitly But of the unfixed part we must have a great
quantity, and give it to the stone (which is madestitlean without all filth) so often by masteiat the
whole stone be caried upward, sublimating & andisating. And this is it which the Philosopher #ailt
ascendeth from the earth into the heaven

Chapter IX.
How the volatile Stone may againe be fixed.

After all these things, this stone thus exaltedsinie incerated with the Oyle that was extractethfit in
the first operation, being called the water of $kene: and so often boyle it by sublimation, tifl\ertue of
the firmentation of the earth exalted with it, thieole stone doo againe descend from heaven intedtih,
and remaine fixed and flowing. And this is it whitte Philosopher sayth:descendeth agayne into the
earth, and so receyveth the vertue of the supesibyrsublimation, and of the inferiours, by desioent
that is, that which is corporall, is made spiritdml sublimation, and that which is spirituall,ieade
corporall by descension.

Chapter X.
Of the fruit of the Art, and efficacie of the Stone

So shalt thou have the glorie of the whole warldat is, this stone thus compounded, that slusisgsse
the glorie of this worldTherefore all obscuritie shall flie from thethat is, all want and sicknesse, because
the stone thus made, cureth everie disddsee is the mightie power of all powdtor there is no
comparison of other powers of this world, to thevpoof the stond-or it shall overcome every subtil
thing, and shall pearce through every solide thinghall overcome, that is, by overcomming, ilsh
convert quickMercury, that is subtile, congealing it: and it shall meathrough other hard, solide, and
compact bodies.

Chapter XI.
That this worke imitateth the Creation of the worlde.

He giveth us also an example of the compositioni®fStone, saying;o was the world createdhat is,
like as the world was created, so is our stone omegh. For in the beginning, the whole world andredt
is therein, was a confused Masse or Chaos (a®isataide) but afterward by the workemanship of the
soveraigne Creator, this masse was divided intdailvee elements, wonderfully separated and redtifie
through which separation, divers things were create likewise may divers things bee made by onderi
our worke, through the separation of the divermelats from divers bodieblere shal be wonderfull

adaptationsthat is, If thou shalt separate the elementsethkall be admirable compositions, fitte for our

worke in the composition of our Stone, by the eletaeectified: Whereof, to wit, of which wonderfull

things fit for this:the meanedo wit, to proceede bys here



Chapter XII.
An enigmaticall insinuation what the matter of theStone shoulde be.

Therefore | am called Hermes TrismegistNsw that he hath declared the composition ofStane, he
teacheth us after a secret maner, whereof the $tanade: first naming himselfe, to the ende tligt h
schollers (who should hereafter attaine to thisrsm) might have his name in continuall remembrance
and then hee toucheth the matter sayifaying three parts of the Philosophie of the wheteld: because
that whatsoever is in the worlde, having matter fanche, is compounded of the foure Elements: hésice
it, that there are so infinite parts of the wodd,which he divideth into three principall part®é&inerall,
Vegetable, and Animall: of which jointly, or sevilyahee had the true knowledge in the worke of the
Sunne: for which cause he saittgving three parts of the Philosophie of the wheteld, which parts are
contained in one Stone, to wit, Philosophers Meecur

Chapter XIII.
Why the Stone is said to be perfect.

For this cause is the Stone saide to be perfectuse it hath in it the nature of Minerals, Vegktapand
Animals: for the stone is three, and one havingdmatures, to wit, the foure elements, & thre@ord,
black, white and red. It is also called a grainearhe, which if it die not, remaineth without fruput if it
doo die (as is above said) when it is ioyned inwaction, it bringeth forth much fruite, the afoeened
operations being accomplished. Thus curteous reddieou know the operation of the Stone, | haold t
thee the truth: but if thou art ignorant theredialve said nothingrhat which | have spoken of the
operation of the Sunne is finishedat is, that which hath beene spoken of theaifmer of the stone, of the
three colours, and foure natures, existing andgoirone onely thing, namely in the Philosophers
Mercurie, is fulfilled.

Here endeth the Commentarie of Hortulanus, upperstharagdine table of Hermes, the father of
Philosophers.

The Stone of the Philosophers by Edward
Kelly

The Stone of the Philosophers

Edward Kelly

Though | have already twice suffered chains andisopment in Bohemia, an indignity which has been
offered to me in no other part of the world, yet mind, remaining unbound, has all this time exextis
itself in the study of that philosophy which is gdised only by the wicked and foolish, but is preis@ad
admired by the wise. Nay, the saying that nonédmls and lawyers hate and despise Alchemy hasgass
into a proverb. Furthermore, as during the preagttiree years | have used great labour, expende;ar
in order to discover for your Majesty that whichgimi afford you much profit and pleasure, so durimg
imprisonment - a calamity which has befallen metigh the action of your Majesty - | am utterly
incapable of remaining idle. Hence | have writteaneatise, by means of which your imperial mind rbay
guided into all the truth of the more ancient psilphy, whence, as from a lofty eminence, it may
contemplate and distinguish the fertile tracts fithin barren and stony wilderness. But if my teaghin
displease you, know that you are still altogethaneering astray from the true scope and aim of this
matter, and are utterly wasting your money, tirabplr, and hope. A familiar acquaintance with the
different branches of knowledge has taught medheésthing, that nothing is more ancient, excellent,
more desirable than truth, and whoever neglectaigit pass his whole life in the shade. Nevertheless



always was, and always will be, the way of mankimcelease Barabbas and to crucify Christ. Thiaveh

for my good, no doubt - experienced in my own chsenture to hope, however, that my life and cbhema

will so become known to posterity that | may bermed among those who have suffered much for the sak

of truth. The full certainty of the present treattane is powerless to abrogate. If your Majestly e@ign to
peruse it at your leisure, you will easily percetivat my mind is profoundly versed in this study.

(1) All genuine and judicious philosophers haveddback things to their first principles, thatdsay,
those comprehended in the threefold division ofuNatThe generation of animals they have attribtaea
mingling of the male and female in sexual unio@t thf vegetables to their own proper seed; whilthas
principle of minerals they have assigned earthwascbus water.

(2) All specific and individual things which falhder a certain class, obey the general laws and are
referable to the first principles of the class toiah they belong.

(3) Thus, every animal is the product of sexuabanevery plant, of its proper seed; every minexithe
mixture of its generic earth and water.

(4) Hence, an unchangeable law of Nature reguthtegeneration og everything within the limits tsf i
own particular genus.

(5) It follows that, with reference to their origianimals are generically distinct from vegetalasled
minerals; the same difference exists respectivetwben vegetables and minerals and the two otherata
kingdoms.

(6) The common and universal matter of these threeiples is called Chaos.

(7) Chaos contains within itself the four elemesftall that is, viz., fire, air, water, and eartly, the
mixture and motion of which the forms of all eaytltiings are impressed upon their subjects.

(8) These elements have four qualities: heat, &dsinhumidity, dryness. The first inheres in fihe,
second in water, the third in air, the fourth imtkea

(9) By means of these qualities, the elements @ah @ach other, and motion takes place.
(10) Elements either act upon each other, or aedlaan, and are called either active or passive.

(11) Active elements are those which, in a compoungress upon the passive a certain specific ctera
according to the strength and extent of their nmotithese are water and fire.

(12) The passive elements - earth and air - argetladnich by their inactive qualities readily reeethe
impressions of the aforesaid active elements.

(13) The four elements are distinguished, not @ylyheir activity and passivity, but also by thépity
and posteriority of their motions.

(14) Priority and posteriority are here predicadétier with references to the position of the wispbere,
or the importance of the result or aim of the matio

(15) In space, heavy objects tend downwards, g dibjects upwards; those which are neither ligint
heavy hold an intermediate position.

(16) In this way, even among the passive elemeatsh holds a higher place than air, becauseigusl
more in rest; for the less motion, the more paggivi

(17) The excellence of result has reference toepdn and imperfection, the mature being morequérf
than the immature. Now, maturity is altogether thuthe heat of fire. Hence fire holds the highdate



among active elements.

(18) Among the passive elements, the first pladergss to that which is most passive, i.e., whicmist
quickly and easily influenced. In a compound, e&stlirst passively affected, then air.

(19) Similarly, in every compound, the perfectingneent acts last; for perfection is a transiticomdr
immaturity to maturity.

(20) Maturity being caused by heat, cold is theseanf immaturity.
(21) It is clear, then, that the elements, or renfiost principles of animals, vegetables, and mafse in
Chaos, are susceptible of active movements iraficewater, and of passive movements in earth and ai
Water acts on earth, and transmutes it into its patare; fire heats air, and also changes it istown
likeness.

(22) The active elements may be called male, whiepassive elements represent the female principle

(23) Any compound belonging to any of these thiegdoms - animal, vegetable, mineral - is femalsdn
far as it is earth and air, and male in so fat &sfire and water.

(24) Only that which has consistency is sensuopeigeptible. Elementary fire and air, being natural
subtle, cannot be seen.

(25) Only two elements, water and earth, are \@siahd earth is called the hiding-place of firetarghe
abode of air.

(26) In these two elements we have the broad laliiitition which divides the male from the female.

(27) The first matter of vegetables is the watat earth hidden in its seed, these being more \tlader
earth.

(28) The first matter of animals is the mixturetled male and female sperm, which embodies more
moisture than dryness.

(29) The first matter of minerals is a kind of \dsis water, mingled with pure and impure earth.

(30) Impure earth is combustible sulphur, whichdeirs all fusion, and superficially matures the wate
joined to it, as we see in the minor minerals, rasite, magnesia, antimony, etc.

(31) Pure earth is that which so unites the smigblags of its aforesaid water that they cannasdyzarated
by the fiercest fire, so that either both remakedi or are volatilized.

(32) Of this viscous water and fusible earth, dplsur, is composed that which is called quicksijthe
first matter of the metals.

(33) Metals are nothing but Mercury digested byedént degrees of heat.
(34) Different modifications of heat cause, in thetallic compound, either maturity or immaturity.
(35) The mature is that which has exactly attaimlethe activities and properties of fire. Suclyadd.

(36) The immature is that which is dominated byeateament of water, and is never acted on by fieehS
are lead, tin, copper, iron, and silver.

(37) Only one metal, viz., gold, is absolutely petfand mature. Hence it is called the perfect ratby.



(38) The rest are immature and, therefore, imperfec
(39) The limit of immaturity is the beginning of toaity; for the end of the first is the beginninfitbe last.

(40) Silver is less bounded bu aqueous immatuniy the rest of the metals, though it may indeed be
regarded as to a certain extent impure, still e$ewis already covered with the congealing vestiiits
earth, and it thus tends to perfection.

(41) This condition is the reason why silver iswhere called by the Sages the perfect female .body

(42) All other metals differ only in the degreetbé&ir imperfection, according as they are moreees |
bounded by the said immaturity; nevertheless,aleha certain tendency towards perfection, thohgi t
lack the aforesaid congealing vesture of theireart

(43) This congealing force is the effect of eartbjdness, balancing its own proper humidity, andsogy
fixation in the fluid matter.

(44) The lesser metals are fusible in a fierce frel therefore lack this perfect congealing fottthey
become solid when cool, this is due to the arramgemof their aforesaid earthy particles.

(45) According to the different ways in which tlhiscous water and pure earth are joined togetbessgo
produce quicksilver by coagulation, with the meidiatof natural heat, we have different metals, sofme
which are called perfect, like gold and silver, ltthe rest are regarded as imperfect.

(46) Whoever would imitate Nature in any particudgeration must first be sure that he has the same
matter, and, secondly, that this substance is awtéd a way similar to that of Nature. For Nattgpices
in natural method, and like purifies like.

(47) Hence they are mistaken who strive to ellwt medicine for the tinging of metals from animals
vegetables. The tincture and the metal tinged imeising to the same root or genus; and as it is the
imperfect metals upon which the Philosopher's Stete be projected, it follows that the powdetiod
Stone must be essentially Mercury. The Stone isrtéllic matter which changes the forms of impetrfe
metals into gold, as we may learn from the firsiptier of "The Code of Truth": "The Philosophicabist
is the metallic matter converting the substancesfanms of imperfect metals"; and all Sages agnagéit
can have this effect only by being like them.

(48) That Mercury is the first matter of metalsyill attempt to prove by the saying of some Sages.
In the Turba Philosophorum, chapter i., we findftllowing words: "In the estimation of all Sages,
Mercury is the first principle of all metals."
And a little further on: "As flesh is generatedrfr@oagulated blood, so gold is generated out ofwased
Mercury."
Again, towards the end of the chapter: "All pure @anpure metallic bodies are Mercury, because #rey
generated from the same."

Arnold writes thus to the King of Aragon: "Know tithe matter and sperm of all metals are Mercury,
digested and thickened in the womb of the eartty tire digested by sulphureous heat, and accoraling
the quality and quantity of the sulphur differeretals are generated. Their matter is essentiadlgéme,

though there may be some accidental differences, asia greater or less degree of digestion, dtc. A

things are made of that into which they may belwesh e.g., ice or snow, which may be resolved into

water; and so all metals may be resolved into auiliedr; hence they are made out of quicksilver."
The same view is set forth by Bernard of Treviedyis book on the "Transmutation of Metals": "Samly,
quicksilver is the substance of all metals; itdsaavater by reason of the homogeneity which ispsses
with vegetables and animals, and it receives tttaas of those things which adhere to it in decocti A
little further on the same Trevisan affirms thabl&is nothing but quicksilver congealed by itspdwlr.”
And, in another place, he writes as follows: "Thi/ent differs from the soluble only in proportiand
degree of digestion, but not in matter, since Nahas formed the one out of the other without any
addition, even as by a process equally simple amtlerful she evolves gold out of quicksilver."



Again: "The Sages have it that gold is nothingduitksilver perfectly digested in the bowels of death,
and they have signified that this is brought abmusulphur, which coagulates the Mercury, and dgis
by its own heat. Hence the Sages have said thdtigabthing but mature quicksilver."
Such also is the concensus of other authoritidse 'Sounding of the Trumpet" gives forth no uncertai
note: "Extract quicksilver from the bodies, and y@ave above the ground quicksilver and sulphuhef t
same substance of which gold and silver are matteeiearth."”
The "Way of Ways" leads to the same conclusionv&Rend Father, incline they venerable ears, and
understand that quicksilver is the sperm of allatgetperfect and imperfect, digested in the bowétbe
earth by the heat of sulphur, the variety of meb&isig due to the diversity of their sulphur.”
We find in the same tract a similar canon: "All alstin the earth are generated in Mercury, and thus
Mercury is the first matter of metals."
To these words Avicenna signifies his assent iptghrdii.: "As ice, which by heat is dissolved int@ter,
is clearly generated out of water, so all metaly beresolved into Mercury, whence it is clear thaty
are generated out of it."

This reasoning is confirmed by "The Sounding of Thempet": "Every passive body is reduced to itstfi
matter by operations contrary to its nature; th&t finatter is quicksilver, being itself the oilaf liquid and
ductile things."

So also the third chapter of the "Correction of IBtdThe nature of all fusible things is that oektury
coagulated out of a vapour, or the heat of redldtenncumbustible sulphur.”

In chapter i. of the "Art of Alchemy” we read: "AHages agree that the metals are generated from the
vapour of sulphur and quicksilver."
Again, a passage in the Turba Philosophorum rums tht is certain that every subject derives fribvat
into which it can be resolved. All metals may beoteed into quicksilver, hence they were once
quicksilver."
If it were worth while, I might adduce hundredsotifier
passages from the writings of the Sages, but gswbeld serve no good purpose, | will let thesdisaf
Those persons make a great mistake who supposthéhitick water of Antimony, or that viscous
substance which is extracted from sublimed Mercaryjrom Mercury and Jupiter dissolved togethea in
damp spot, can in any case be the first substanoetals.

Antimony can never assume metallic qualities, beeais water and moisture are not tempered with dry
subtle, earth, and want, moreover, that unctuaditich is characteristic of malleable metals. Bst, a
Chambar well says in the "Code of Truth": "It idyothrough jealousy that Sages have called theeSton

Antimony."
In the same way, those who destroy the natural ositipn of Mercury, in order to resolve it intotdak
or limpid water, which they call the first mattdrroetals, fight against Nature in the dark, likenbded
gladiators.
As soon as Mercury loses its specific form, it bmes something else, which cannot thenceforth mingle
with metals in their smallest parts, and is madé far the work of the Philosophers. Whoever istakip
with such childish experiments, should listen t® 8age of Trevisa in his "Transmutation of Metals":
"Who can find truth that destroys the humid nanfr&ercury? Some foolish persons change its specifi
metallic arrangement, corrupt its natural humidhiyydissolution, and disproportionate quicksilvemfr its
original mineral quality, which wanted nothing lpuirification and simple digestion. By means ofsalt
vitriol, and alum, they destroy the seed which Katwas been at pains to develop. For seed in hamn
sensitive things is formed by Nature and not bylaut by art it is united and mixed. Seed needs no
addition, and brooks no diminution. If it is to pece a new thing of the same genus, it must rethain

very same thing that was formed by Nature. All kéag that changes Mercury is false and vain, fi ith
the original sperm of metals, and its moisture nmastbe dried up, for otherwise it will not disselNT 0o

much fire will cause a morbid heat, like that déger, and change the passive into active elemtnts,
the balance of forces is destroyed, and the wholi& warred. Yet these fools extract from the lesser

minerals corrosive waters, into which they projbet different species of metals, and thus corrbdmt

"The only natural solution is that by which outtbé solvent and the soluble, or male and fematzeth

results a new species. No water can naturally liesuoetals except that which abides with them in
substance and form, which also the dissolved metalsagain congeal; this is not the case with &oyis,
seeing that it only destroys the specific arrangen@nly that water can rightly dissolve metals ethis
inseparable from them in fixation, and such a watédercury, but not aqua fortis, or any thing elggch

those fools are pleased to call Mercurial Watehti§ far Trevisan.



Persons who have fallen into this fatal error may derive benefit from the teaching of Avicennatlois
point: "Quicksilver is cold and humid, and of it,with it, God had created all metals. It is aeréaid
becomes volatile by the action of fire, but whehas withstood the fire a little time, it accompls geat
marvels, and is itself only a living spirit of urearpled potency. It enters and penetrates all bppésses
through them, and is their ferment. It is then\Wieite and the Red Elixir and is an everlasting wéatee

water of life, the Virgin's milk, the spring, anaat Alum of which whosoever drinks cannot die, &tcs
the wanton serpent that conceives of its own s&edl prings forth on the same day. With its poigon i
destroys all things. It is volatile, but the wisake it to abide the fire, and then it transmuteis laas been
transmuted, and tinges as it has been tinged, @agutates as it has been coagulated. Therefone is t
generation of quicksilver to be preferred befoteraherals; it is found in all ores, and has igrswith all.
Quicksilver is that which saves metals from comioumstand renders them fusible. It is the Red Tiretu
which enters into the most intimate union with ngthecause it is of their own nature, mingles \tlithm
indissolubly in all their smallest parts, and, lgelomogeneous, naturally adheres to them. Mercury
receives all homogeneous substances, but rejéthatis heterogeneous, because it delights iovits
nature, but recoils from whatsoever is strange. fmlish, then, to spoil and destroy that which iNat
made the seed of all metallic virtue by elabor&iendgical operations!"
The "Rosary" bids us be particularly careful, iespurifying the quicksilver we dissipate its vietuand
impair its active force. A grain of wheat, or arther seed, will not grow if its generative virtue b
destroyed by excessive external heat. Therefordypwur quicksilver by distillation over a gentfie.
Says the Sage of Trevisa: "If the quicksilver bigbed of its due metallic proportion, how can other
substances of the same metallic genus be gendratadt? It is a mistake to suppose that you cankwo
miracles with a clear limpid water extracted froaiasilver. Even if we could get such a water, @uid
not be of use, either as to form or proportion, emuld it restore or build up a perfect metalliesies. For
as soon as the quicksilver is changed from it$ fiasure, it is rendered unfit for our operationgs it
loses its spermatic and metallic quality. | do,ged, approve of impure and gross Mercury being sl
and purified once or twice with simple salt, acéogdo the proper method of the Sages, so longeas t
fluxibility or radical humour of such Mercury remmai unimpaired, that is to say, so long as its $igeci
mercurial nature is not destroyed, and so longsasutward appearance does not become that of a dry
powder."
In the "Ladder of the Sages" we are told to bewsdnetrification in the solution of bodies, withelodour
and taste of imperfect substances, and also afgherative virtue of their form being in any wapshed
and destroyed by corrosive waters.
If you have been trying to do any of these thingss may see how grievous your mistake has beerthEor
water of the Sages adheres to nothing except hameogs substances. It does not wet your hands if you
touch it, but scorches your skin, and frets andoo®s every substance with which it comes in cantac
except gold and silver (it would not affect thesdilithey have been dissipated and dissolved bytsgind
strong waters), and with these it combines mosnattely. But the other mixture is most childishisit
condemned by the concert of the Sages, and by myeayerience.
I now propose to shew that quicksilver is the watith which, and in which, the solution of the Sage
takes place, by putting before the reader the opsdf many Philosophers living in different couggrand
ages.

Says Menalates in the Turba: "Whoever joins quieksito the body of magnesia, and the woman to the
man, extracts the hidden nature by which bodiesal@ired. Know that quicksilver is a consuming fir
which mortifies bodies by its contact."”

Another Sage, in the Turba, says: "Divide the el@msby fire, unite them through the mediation of
Mercury, which is the greatest arcanum, and sarthgistery is complete, the whole difficulty conisigtin
the solution and conjunction. The solution, or safian, takes places through the mediation of Msfcu
which first dissolves the bodies, and these areagdted by ferment and Mercury."
Rosinus makes Gold address Mercury as follows: t'Brami dispute with me, Mercury? | am the Lord, the
Stone which abides the fire." Says Mercury: "Thayest true; but | have begotten thee, and oneopane
guickens many of thee, since thou art grudgingimgarison with me. Whoever will join me to my breth
or sister shall live and rejoice, and make me eigffit for thee."
In the 5th chapter of the "Book of Three Words,"nead: "I tell thee that in Mercury are the workshe
planets, and all their imaginations in its pages."”
Aristotle says that the first mode of preparatiothiat the Stone shall become Mercury; he callcigr
the first body, which acts on gross substanceshadges them into its own likeness. "If Mercury did



nothing else than render bodies subtle and liledfjts would suffice us."
Senior: "Our Stone, then, is congealed water,ithiat say, Mercury congealed in gold and silved,an
when fixed, resistent to the fire."
"The Sounding of the Trumpet": "Mercury containistiaat the Sages seek, and destroys all flaky dold.
dissolves, softens, and extracts the soul fronbty."
"The Book on the Art of Alchemy": "The Sages warstfput upon attempting to clothe inferior bodies
the glory and splendour of the perfect body whey tiscovered that metals differ only accordinghe
greater or smaller degree of their digestion, aedall generated from Mercury, with which they exted
gold and reduced it to its first nature."
The "Correction of Fools": "Observe that crude Meycdissolves bodies and reduces them to thetr firs
matter or nature. Being made of clear water, iagisvstrives to corrode the crude, and especiadly th
which is nearest to its own nature, viz., gold aiteer.” The same book observes: "You can makeofise
crude Mercury as follows - to seal up and openneatsince similar things are helpful one to anothe
Once more: "Quicksilver is the root in the Art oithAemy, for the Sages say that all metals are ahid
through it, and in it - it follows that the metafsist first be reduced to Mercury, the matter aretrapof all
metals."
Again: "The reason why all metals must be reduoetieé nature of vapour is because we see thateall a
generated of quicksilver, though the mediation bfolr they came into being."
Gratianus: "Purify Laton, i.e., copper(ore), wittleMury, for Laton is of gold and silver, a compound
yellow, imperfect body."
"The Sounding of the Trumpet": "Common Mercury ddled a spirit. If you do not resolve the body into
Mercury, with Mercury, you cannot obtain its hiddertue."
"Art of Alchemy," chapter vi.: "The second parttbé Stone we call living Mercury, which, being fg
and crude, is said to dissolve bodies, becausthéras to them in their innermost being. This é&s$tone
without which Nature does nothing."
"Rosary": "Mercury never dies, except with its It and sister. When Mercury mortifies the matfehe
Sun and Moon, there remains a matter like ashes.”
The Sage of Trevisa: "Add nothing above grounddigesting and thickening Mercury into the nature of
gold or of metals.” Again: "This solution is podsiland natural, that is to say, by Art as handnmid
Nature, and is unique and necessary in the wortkit Bibrought about only by quicksilver, in such
proportions as commend themselves to a good workwhanknows the inmost properties of Nature.”
"Art of Alchemy": "Who can sufficiently extol Merey, for Mercury alone has power to reduce goldgo i
first nature?"
From these quotations it is clear what the Sagesigy their water, and what they thought of this
wonderful liquid, viz., Mercury, to which they agmd all power in the Magistery, for nothing can be
perfected outside its own genus. Men digest vetegtahot in the blood of animals, but in water whis
their first principle, nor are minerals affectedthg vegetable liquid. In the words of the "Sougdarf the
Trumpet": "The whole Magistery consists in dividitigg elements from the metals, and purifying them,
and in separating the sulphur of Nature from théaiaée
Furthermore, as Hermes says, only homogeneousasgiest cohere, and only they can produce offspring
after their own kind, i.e., if you want a mediciwhich is to generate metals, its origin must beatfief
since "species are tinged by their genus,” ashilegopher testifies.
In short, our Magistery consists in the union & thale and female, or active and passive, elements
through the mediation of our metallic water and@per degree of heat. Now, the male and femalévnare
metallic bodies, and this | will again prove byefinragable quotations from the Sages:
Dantius bids us prepare the bodies and dissolva.the
Rhasis: "Change the bodies into water, and thenimtte earth: then all is done."
Galienus: "Prepare the bodies, and purify thenineflackness in which is corruption, till the white
becomes white and red, then dissolve both, etc."
Calid (chapter i.): "If you do not make the bodseibtle, so that they may be impalpable to touch,wil
not gain your end. If they have not been grounplea¢ your operation, and see that they are grondd a
subtilized. If you do this, you will be directedyour desired goal.”
Aristotle: "Bodies cannot be changes except byctdu into their first matter.”
Calid (chapter v.): "Similarly, the Sages have canded us to dissolve the bodies so that heat agltere
their inmost parts; then we proceed to coagulaiter a second dissolution with a substance whicktm
nearly approaches them."



Menabadus: "Make bodies not bodies, and incorpangays bodies, for this is the whole process bjctvh
the hidden virtue of Nature is extracted."
Ascanius: "The conjunction of the two is like th@an of husband and wife, from whose embrace result
golden water."
"Anthology of Secrets": "Wed the red man to thetehiroman, and you have the whole Magistery."
"The Sounding of the Trumpet": "There is anotheckgilver and permanent tincture which is extracted
from perfect bodies by dissolution, distillatiompéimation, and subtilization."”
Hermes: "Join the male to the female in their owoppr humidity, because there is no birth withaubn
of male and female.”
Plato: "Nature follows a kindred nature, containsind teaches it to resist the fire. Wed the roahe
woman, and you have the whole Magistery."
Avicenna: "Purify husband and wife separately,rigen that they may unite more intimately; for ifuydo
not purify them, they cannot love each other. Bgjeoction of the two natures you get a clear awitiu
nature, which, when it ascends, becomes brighsandceable."
"Art of Alchemy": "Two bodies provide us with evehyng in our water."
Trevisanus: "Only that water which is of the samecses, and can be thickened by bodies, can d&ssolv
bodies.”
Hermes: "Let the stones of mixture be taken inbidginning of the first work, and let them be eqpall
mixed into earth.”
"Mirror": "Our Stone must be extracted from theuratof two bodies, before it can become a perfect
Elixir."
Democritus: "You should first dissolve the bodiegowhite hot ashes, and not grind them except only
with water."
"Rosary" of Arnold: "Extract the Medicine from theost homogeneous bodies in Nature."
| have thus proved the number of the bodies fronthvthe Elixir is obtained. | will now shew by
guotations what these bodies are.
"Exposition of the Letter of King Alexander": "lhits art you must wed the Sun and the Moon."
"The Sounding of the Trumpet": "The Sun only hehesearth and imparts to it his virtue through the
mediation of the Moon, which, of all stars, mosidity receives his light and heat.”

"The Correction of Fools": "Sow gold and silverdahey will yield to your labour a thousandfoldrahgh
the mediation of that thing which alone has what geek. The Tincture of gold and silver exhibits th
same metallic proportions as the imperfect mebssause they have a common first matter in Mer€ury.

Again: "Tinge with gold and silver, because goldegi the golden and silver the silver colour andimrat

Reject all things that have not naturally or vitlyghe power of tinging, as in them is no fruiytonly

waste of money and gnashing of teeth."
Senior: "I, the Sun, am hot and dry, and thouMoen, art cold and moist; when we are wedded tageth
in a closed chamber, | will gently steal away tbuls'
Rosinus to Saratant: "From the living water we obéarth, a homogeneous dead body, composed of two
natures, that of the Sun and that of the Moon."

Again: "When the Sun, my brother, for the love @& (silver) pours his sperm (i.e. his solar fatn@#s)

the chamber (i.e. my Lunar body), namely, when aeoime one in a strong and complete complexion and
union, the child of our wedded love will be born."
Hermes: "Its humidity is of the empire of the Moand its fatness of the empire of the Sun, ancethes
are its coagulum and pure seed."
Astratus says: "Whoever would attain the truthhiet take the humour of the Sun and the Spiritef t
Moon."
Turba Philosophorum: "Both bodies in their perfectshould be taken for the composition of the Elixi
whether orange or white, for neither becomes liquittiout the other."
Again, Gold says: "No one kills me but my sister."
Aristotle: "If | did not see gold and silver, | aid certainly say that Alchemy was not true."”
The Sage: "The foundation of our Art is gold arsdsihadow.”
"Art of Alchemy": "We have already said that golidasilver must be united.”
"Rosary": "There is an addition of orange coloumyich the Medicine is perfected from the substaofce
fixed sulphur, i.e., both medicines are obtainednfigold and silver.”
The Sage: "Whoever knows how to tinge sulphur andkgilver has reached the great arcanum. Gold and
silver must be in the Tincture, and also the fernoéithe spirit."



"Rosary": "The ferment of the Sun is the spermhefnan, the ferment of the Moon, the sperm of the
woman. Of both we get a chaste union and a truergéaon."

"The Sounding of the Trumpet": "You want silverstabtilize your gold, and make it volatile by remuoyi
its impurity, since the silver has a greater nefeti@light of gold. Therefore Hermes, as also totie in
his treatise on Plants, says that gold is its fatlmed silver its mother; nothing else is needadfo Stone.
Silver is the field in which the seed of gold isvn" And a little further on: "In my sister, the Mn, grows
your wisdom, and not in any other of my servardaghghe Lord Sun. | am like seed sown in good jaunck
soil, which sprouts and grows and multiplies arelds great gain to the sower. |, the Sun, givéhéetthe
Moon, my beauty, the light of the Sun, when weariéed in our smallest parts.” And the Moon sayth®
Sun: "Thou hast need of me, as the cock has neing dfen, and | need thy operation, who art peifect

morals, the father of lights, a great and mightgldot and dry, and | am the waxing Moon, cold and
moist, but | receive thy nature by our union."
Avicenna: "In order to obtain the red and the whiliir, the two bodies must be united. For thoggid
is the most fixed and perfect of the metals, yéthe dissolved into its smallest parts, it becersgiritual
and volatile, like quicksilver, and that becaus@&®heat. This tincture, which is without numbisrcalled
the hot male seed. But if silver be dissolved immwvavater, it remains fixed as before, and ha®libil no
tincture, yet it readily receives the tincture iteenperament of hot and cold, and is called thd, aly,
female seed. Gold or silver by themselves are asityefusible, but a mixture of the two melts rdgdas is
well known to goldsmiths. Hence if our Stone did contain both gold and silver, it would not beulidj,
and would yield no medicine through any magistanoy, tincture, for if it yielded tincture it wouldits
have no tinging power."
And a little further on: "Take heed, then, and apewonly on gold, silver, and quicksilver, sincktla
profit of our Art is derived from these three."
| may add that crude Mercury is the water whichSlages have used for the purpose of solution. ¢ hav
proved that two bodies must be dissolved, andttiegt are no other than gold and silver. Now | will
describe the conjunction of these two bodies bymaed the crude Mercury of the Sages.

"The Light of Lights": "Know that it is gold, silweand Mercury that whiten and redden within and
without. The Dragon does not die, unless he bedlith his brother and sister, and it must bebyodne,
but by both together."

"The Ladder of the Sages": "Others say that alingy must be added to these two, to strengthen and
shorten the operation."
"Treasury of the Sages": "Our Stone has body, sod,spirit, the imperfect body is the body, therfent
the soul, and the water the spirit."

"The Way of Ways": "The water is called the spioitcause it gives life to the imperfect and magtifi
body, and imparts to it a better form; the fermerhe soul, because it gives life to the body, eimehges
it into its own nature."

Again: "The whole Magistery is accomplished wittr @ater, and of it. For it dissolves the bodiedcices
and reduces them to earth, transforms them intesasthitens and purifies them, as Morienus saysotii
and fire purify Laton, that is to say, wash it ahdroughly remove its obscurity; Laton is the impbiody,
Azoth is quicksilver."

"The Sounding of the Trumpet": "As without the fermh there is no perfect tincture, as the Sagesssay,
without leaven there is no good bread. In our Stbederment is like the soul, which gives lifethe dead
body through the mediation of the spirit, or Mesclr
"The Rosary" and Peter of Zalentum say: "If therfent, which is the medium of conjunction, be plaited

the beginning, or in the middle, the work is mouicgly perfected.”
"The Sounding of the Trumpet": "The Elixir of thags is composed of three things, viz., the Luhar,
Solar, and the Mercurial Stone. In the Lunar Stenghite sulphur, in the Solar Stone red sulphod the
Mercurial Stone embraces both, which is the stfen§the whole Magistery."
Eximenus: "The water, with its adjuncts, being pthin the vessel, preserves them from combustiba. T
substances being ground with water, there folldwesascension of the Ethelia and the imbibition afew
is sufficient by itself to complete the work."
Plato: "Take fixed bodies, join them together, wdshbody in the bodily substance, and let it be
strengthened with the incorporeal body, till yoaebe it into a real body."
Pandulphus: "The fixed water is pure water of l&#rd no tinging poison is generated without gold i
shadow. Whoever tinges the poison of the SagesthétiSun and its shadow, has attained the highest
wisdom."



Again: "Separate the elements with fire, unite themmeans of Mercury, and the Magistery is complete
Exercit, 14: "The spirit guards the body and preseit from fire, the clarified body keeps the ggdiom

evaporating over the fire, the body being fixed grelspirit incombustible. Hence the body cannot be

burnt, because the body and spirit are one thrthuglsoul. The soul prevents them from being sepdrat

by the fire. Hence the three together can defffitkeand anything else in the world."
Rhasis("Book of Lights"): "Our Stone is named after creation of the world, being three and yet one
Nowhere is our Mercury found purer than in goltiyesiand common Mercury."

When bodies and spirits are dissolved, they a@wed into the four elements, which become a fird a

fixed substance. But when they are not both digghlthere is a particular mixture which the fire sill
separate."

Rosinus: "In our Magistery are a spirit and bodidsence it is said: It rejoices being sown in theé

associated substances."
Calid: "Prepare the strone bodies with the dissotuemidity, till either shall be reduced to its galform.
If you do not subtilize and grind the bodies tileyy become impalpable, you will not find what yeek."
Rosinus: "The Stone consists of body, soul, andtspr water, as the Philosophers say, and isstégkin
one vessel. Our whole Magistery is of, and by,water, which dissolves the bodies, not into wdtat,by

a true philosophical solution into the water whenesals are extracted, and is calcined and rediaeced
earth. It makes yellow as wax those bodies intosghtature it is transformed; it substantialisestenis,

and purifies the Laton, according to the word ofrMous."
Aristotle: "Take your beloved son, and wed him imdister, his white sister, in equal marriage, give
them the cup of love, for it is a food which prosiffiem to union. All pure things must be unitegtioe
things, or they will have sons unlike themselvdsergfore, first of all, even as Avicenna adviseblise
the Mercury, and purify in it impure bodies. Thesupd and dissolve. Repeat this operation again and
again."

Ascanius: "Stir up war between copper and Mercilirthey destroy each other and devour each other.
Then the copper coagulates the quicksilver, thelgiliver congeals the copper, and both bodies bea@m
powder by means of diligent imbibition and digestidoin together the red man and the white wontian ti
they become Ethelia, that is, quicksilver. Whoeslenges them into a spirit by means of quicksilaad

then makes them red, can tinge every body."
As to the nature of this copper, Gratianus instrustin the following words: "Make Laton white,.j.e
whiten copper with Mercury, because Laton is amgeamperfect body, composed of gold and silver."
| advise all and sundry to follow my teaching, @shte correctness of which my quotations from the

ancients can leave no doubt, which also has reddiwéher confirmation from my own experiments. Any
deviation from this course leads to deception, pkoely the work of Saturn, which must be perfornbgd
the subtilization of principles. The Sages say Hmahogeneous things only combine with each othakem
each other white and red, and permit of common rg¢io@. The important point is that Mercury shoald

upon our earth. This is the union of male and femaf which the Sages say so much. After the water,

quicksilver, has once appeared, it grows and imegaecause the earth becomes white, and tlaed c

the impregnation. Then the ferment is coagulated, jpined to the imperfect prepared body, tiéyth
become one in colour and appearance: this is tetheelirth of our Stone, which the Sages call tiegk

Of this substance it is said in the "Art of Alchéntlyat if any one scorches this flower, and segartie

elements, the generative germ is destroyed.
| conclude with the words of Avicenna: "The truénpiple of our work is the dissolution of the Stone
because solved bodies have assumed the naturiitsf, $¢., because their quality is drier. Foe golution
of the body is attended with the coagulation ofgpiit. Be patient, therefore, digest, pound, mgddow
as wax, and never be weary of repeating these ggosdill they are quite perfect. For things saéaravith
water are thereby softened. The more you pounduhstance, the more you soften it, and subtilie it
gross parts, till they are thoroughly penetrateith whie spirit and thus dissolved. For by poundiogsting,
and fire, the tough and viscous parts of bodieseaparated."
Finally, | do you to wit, sons of knowledge, thatthe work of the Sages there are three solutions.
The first is that of the crude body.
The second is that of the earth of the Sages.
The third is that which takes place during the aggtation of the substance. If you diligently coesidll
that | have said, this Magistery will become knawryou. As for me, how much | have endured on
account of this Art, history will reveal to futueges.



Mary the Prophetess

The practise of Mary the Prophetess in the Alchymiall Art.

Aros the Philosopher had a meeting with Mary thepRetess the Sister of Moyses, and approachingrto h
he paid her respect and said unto her. O Prophéteassge truly heard many say of you that you wiitee
Stone in one day.

And Mary said, Yea, Aros, even in a part of one.day
Aros said: O Lady Mary, when will the Work be whigbu affirm? How shall we whiten and afterwards
add blackness?
Mary said; O Aros, oftentimes Nations have dyd abbig part. Know you not, O Aros; that there is a
water or a thing which whitens Hendragem?
Then Aros answering said to her. O Lady it is sgassay, but in a long time.
Mary answered, Hermes in all his Books has saitithgaPhilosophers whiten the Stone in one hotihef
day.
Aros said to her, Oh how excellent is that?
Mary said, it is most excellent to him that is igaat of it.

Aros said, if men have all the four Elements, herfHes] said that their fumes might be compleated, a
complexioned, and coagulated, and retained in ageuhtill they doe fullfill the consequence (iadtain
the end).

Mary said, O Aros, by God, if thy senses or underding were not solid, you should not hear theselsvo

from me, untill the Lord should fill my Heart withe grace of his divine Will. Nevertheless take Aflem

of Spain, the white gumm and the red gumm, whighésKibric of the Philosophers, and their Sol &mel
greater Tincture, and marry Gumm with Gumm togeathith a true Matrimony. Mary said, make them
like a running Water, and vitrify this water whibhas been laboured or wrought upon for one daypbut
the two Lubechs, upon the fixed body, and liquém by the secret of Nature in the Vessel of
Philosophy. Did you understand us?
Yes Lady.

Mary said, Keep the fume and take care that noiieflgfaway. And let your measure be with a geffitle
such as is the Measure of the heat of the Sureiiviinth of June or July, and stay by your Vessdl an

behold it with care how it grows black, grows radd grows white in less than three hours of the dag

the fume will penetrate the body, and the Spirlt beé bound up, and they will be like milk, incareg, and
liquefying and penetrating: and that is the secret.
Aros said | do not say that this will be allways.

Mary said unto him: Aros, and this is more wondiidancerning this, that it was not among the Antse
nor did it come to him by curing, or by the MedaiinArt and that is take the white, clear and haredu
Herb growing on the Hillocks, and pound it freshitas in its Hour, and that is the true Body nigtrig

from the Fire.
And Aros said it is the Stone of Truth?
And Mary said yes. But yet men know not this reginfeile or way of working) with the speediness
thereof.
Aros said, and what afterwards.

Mary said, vitrify upon it Kibric or Zibeic and the are the two fumes comprehending the two Lignts,

project upon that the complement of the Tincturfehe Spirits, and the weights of Truth, and poitrall,

and put it to the Fire, and you shall see wondkEtffiigs from them. The whole goverment consisthe

temper of the Fire, O how strange it is, how it wé moved from one colour to another, in less tian
hour of the Day, untill it arrive at the mark ofireess and whiteness, and cast away the Fire anttpeio
cool, and open it and you will find the clear pgddbdy to be of the Colour of the Poppy of the Wooictt
with whiteness and that is it which is inceratiliguefying and penetrating, and one golden pieeecthf,
the weight of a small golden Coin, falleth upomaLtsand thousand and two hundred thousand. Ttia is

hidden secret.
Then Aros fell down upon his face.

And Mary said to him, Lift up your head Aros: besau will shorten for you the thing, as that clbady

which is thrown upon the Hillocks, and is not ohtad by putrefaction or motion. Take and pound thwi



Gumm Elsaron, and with the two fumes because tlity Bomprehending or retaining them is Gumm
Elsaron and grind it all. Therefore approach beedtuall melts. If you project its wife upon it,Will be as
a distilling Water, and when the Aire shall striket will be congealed and be one body, and make
projection of it, and you will behold Wonders: Od&rthat is the hidden secret of Scholia; and kriaw t
the said two fumes are the Root of this Art, ared/thre the white Kibric and the humid calx, butfiked
Body is of the Heart of Saturn comprehending thecilire, and the Fields of Wisdom or of Scholia. And
the Philosophers have named it by many and all saarel received or gathered from the Hillocks & is
clear white Body, and these are the medicine sfAni, part is procured and part is found upon the
Hillocks; and know Aros that the wise men havegaited it the Fields of Wisdom, or of Scholia, sde
because Scholia will not be compleated but bynitt im the Scholia there are nothing but wonderfull
things. For there also enters into them the foan&s, and its true regimen is as | have said. Aatli$
first Scoyare, Ade, and Zethet; by that make yollggdry as Hermes has done in his Books Scoyas, and
the Philosophers have allways made the regimerelpagd have resembled the work to every thing lvhic
ought not to make the work, and they make the Magigo be in one year, and this but onely for gt
from the ignorant people, untill it be confirmedtireir Hearts and their senses (till they belidvaArt),:
because the Art will not be compleated except anfgold; because it is the great secret of God:thay
who hear of our secrets doe not verify them (ndiebe them to be true), by reason of their ignoeariid
you understand Aros?
Aros said yes. But tell me about that vessel, withwhich the Work will not be accomplisht.
Mary said that the Vessel of Hermes which the &®ltave concealed, and it is not a Necromanticall
Vessel, but it is the Measure of your Fire.
Aros said: O Lady you have obeyed (been a schimldhne Society of Scoyari: O Prophetess, have you
found among the Secrets of the Philosophers, whiep have set down in their Books, that any one can
make the Art out of one Body?
And Mary said: Yes: which Hermes has not taughtabiee the Root of Scholia is a body which cannot be
made smooth or plain and incurable (unconqueraid)it is a poyson mortifying all bodies, and it
pulverises them and coagulates Mercury with itsundAnd shee said, | swear to you by the eternall,G
that that poison when it is dissolved untill inmde a subtile Water, | care not by what dissatuitios
done, does coagulate Mercury into Luna with thergfth of Truth, and it falls into the Throne of ilep
and forms him into Luna. And the Science is irBaltlys, but the Stoicks, by reason of the shortnéss
their lives, and the Length of the Work, have cathee this; and they found out these tinging Elesient
and they increased them, and all the Philosopkachtthem, except the Vessel of Hermes, becaisse it
divine, and of the Wisdom of the Lord hidden froratidns: and they who are ignorant of it, know et t
Regimen of Truth, because of their Ignorance oftéssel of Hermes.

Mary briefly soundeth forth
Strange things like Thunder round the Earth.
She with two Gumms makes the Bottome stay
What else would fly away.
Three things if you three hours attend
Are chained together in the End.
Mary the Light of dew, and Art has got
In three hours to tye the Knot.
Pluto's daughter, it is she
Who bindeth Loves confederacy
Joyned with three seeds she does aspire
To be exalted in the Fire.

An Alchemical Mass

Introitus. Our Lord, fount of goodness, inspiretttod sacred art, from whom all good things comyotar
faithful, have mercy.



Christe. Christ, Holy one, blessed stone of thetitte science who for the salvation of the wdrdt
inspired the light of the science, for the extirpatof the unbelievers, have mercy.

Kyrie. Our Lord, divine fire, help our hearts, the¢ may be able, to your praise, to expand theagaents
of the art, have mercy.

Graduale. He descends like rain upon the fleeakaarshowers falling gently upon the earth. AlletujO
blessed creator of the earth, whiter than snowetavehan sweetness, fragrant at the bottom ofdkeel
like balsam. O salutary medicine for men, that tuevery weakness of the body: O sublime fount wken
gushes forth truly the true water of life into tpgrden of thy faithful.

Ave Maria. Hail beautiful lamp of heaven, shinimght of the world! Here art thou united with the omy
here is made the band of Mars and the conjuncfidencury. From these three is born through through
the magistery of the art, in the river bed, thergrgiant whom a thousand times a thousand seedq wh
these three shall have dissolved, not into rairekvatout into mercurial water, into this our bieggum
which dissolves of itself and is named the SperitmefPhilosophers. Now he makes haste to bind and
betroth himself to the virgin bride, and to get tth child in the bath over a moderate fire. Bng Virgin
will not become pregnant at once unless she bedissrepeated embraces. Then she conceives in her
body, and thus is begotten the child of good orireaccordance with the order of nature. Then vapear
in the bottom of the vessel the mighty Ethiopiamned, calcined, discoloured, altogether dead and
lifeless. He asks to be buried, to be sprinkledh\wis own moisture and slowly calcined till he $laaise in
glowing form from the fierce fire... Behold a wonds restoration and renewal of the Ethiopian! Beeau
of the bath of rebirth he takes a new name, whiehphilosophers call the natural sulphur and ther,

this being the stone of the philosophers. And ketitas one thing, one root, one essence with naothi
extraneous added and from which much that was 8upes is taken away by the magistery of the ditt...
is the treasure of treasures, the supreme philésaigdotion, the divine secret of the ancients.sBél is he
that finds such thing. One that has seen this thiriigs and speaks openly, and | know that hisnesty

is true. Praise be to God for evermore.

The Mirror of Alchemy

The Mirror of Alchemy, composed by the famous EriRmger Bacon, sometime fellow of Martin College
and Brasen-nase College in Oxenforde.

CHAPTER 1.
Of the Definitions of Alchemy.

In many ancient Books there are found many defingtiof this Art, the intentions whereof we must
consider in this Chapter. For Hermes said of tiei®e: Alchemy is a Corporal Science simply corepos
of one and by one, naturally conjoining things marecious, by knowledge and effect, and converting
them by a natural commixtion into a better kindcektain other said: Alchemy is a Science, teaching

to transform any kind of metal into another: anat thy a proper medicine, as it appeared by many
Philosophers' Books. Alchemy therefore is a sci¢aaehing how to make and compound a certain
medicine, which is called Elixir, the which whenstcast upon metals or imperfect bodies, doeg full
perfect them in the very projection.

CHAPTER II.
Of the natural principles, and procreation of Maler

Secondly, | will perfectly declare the natural piples and procreations of Minerals: where firss ito be
noted, that the natural principles in the mines,Amgent-vive, and Sulphur. All metals and minerals
whereof there be sundry and diverse kinds, arettergof these two: but: | must tell you, that natur
always intends and strives to the perfection ofdGbut many accidents coming between, change the
metals, as it is evidently to be seen in diverstnefPhilosophers books. For according to the yarid
impurity of the two aforesaid principles, Argent«j and Sulphur, pure, and impure metals are
engendered: to wit, Gold, Silver, Steel, Lead, Goppnd Iron: of whose nature, that is to say,tpuand



impurity, or unclean superfluity and defect, give & that which follows.

Of the nature of Gold.
Gold is a perfect body, engendered of Argent-viveepfixed, clear, red, and of Sulphur clean, fixedl,
not burning, and it wants nothing.

Of the nature of silver.
Silver is a body, clean, pure, and almost perfaegotten of Argent-vive, pure, almost fixed, cleard
white, and of such a like Sulphur: It wants nothisave a little fixation, color, and weight.

Of the nature of Steel.
Steel is a body clean, imperfect, engendered oéwtrgive pure, fixed & not fixed clear, white outiaéy,
but red inwardly, and of the like Sulphur. It wantdy decoction or digestion,

Of the nature of Lead.
Lead is an unclean and imperfect body, engenddrédgent-vive impure, not fixed, earthy, dressy,
somewhat white outwardly, and red inwardly, andwfh a Sulphur in part burning, It wants purity,
fixation, color, and firing.

Of the nature of Copper.
Copper is an unclean and imperfect body, engend#radgent-vive, impure, not fixed, earthy, burnjng
red not clear, and of the like Sulphur. It wantsifyufixation, and weight: and has too much ofieapure
color, and earthiness not burning.

Of the nature Iron.
Iron is an unclean and imperfect body, engendefédgent-vive impure, too much fixed, earthy, burgj
white and red not clear, and of the like Sulphuwants fusion, purity, and weight: It has too mtigked
unclean Sulphur, and burning earthiness. That whashbeen spoken, every Alchemist must diligently
observe.

CHAPTER 1.
Out of what things the matter of Elixir must be moearly extracted.

The generation of metals, as well perfect, as ifiegéris sufficiently declared by that which hagbe
already spoken, Now let us return to the impenfieatter that must be chosen and made perfect. St®ihg
by the former Chapters we have been taught, thatethls are engendered of Argent-vive and Sulphur,
and how that their impurity and uncleanness doesipg and that nothing may be mingled with metals
which have not been made or sprung from themeiitiains clean enough, that no strange thing whish ha
not his original from these two, is able to perfihetm, or to make a Change and new transmutation of
them: so that it is to be wondered at, that anywisin should set his mind upon living creatures, or
vegetables which are far off, when there be mise@be found near enough: neither may we in any wa
think, that any of the Philosophers placed theirthe said remote things, except it were by way of
comparison: but of the aforesaid two, all metaésrande, neither does any thing cleave unto theis or
joined with them, not yet changes them, but thathis of them, and so of right we must take Argere
and Sulphur for the matter of our stone: Neithedargent-vive by itself alone, nor Sulphur by litse
alone, beget any metal, but of the commixtion efittboth, diverse metals and minerals are diversely
brought forth. Our matter therefore must be chagaehe commixtion of them both: but our final sedse
most excellent, and most hidden, to wit, of whatenal thing that is more near than others, it sthbel
made: and in making choice hereof, we must be wary. | put the case then, if our matter were fixfsall
drawn out of vegetables, (of which sort are hetregs, and whatsoever springs out of the eartle) \Wwer
must first make Argent-vive & Sulphur, by a longcdetion, from which things, and their operationave
excused: for nature herself offers unto us Argeme-and Sulphur. And if we should draw it from hig
creatures (of which sort is man's blood, hair, @irgxcrements, hens' eggs, and what else proazad fr
living creatures) we must likewise out of them agtrArgent-vive and Sulphur by decoction, from whic
we are freed, as we were before. Or if we shoutibsé it out of middle minerals (of which sort alle a



kinds of Magnesia, Marchasites, of Tutia, CoppAHsims, Baurach, Salts, and many other) we should
likewise, as afore, extract Argent-vive and Sulpbydecoction: from which as from the former, we ar
also excused. And if we should take one of the isepdrits by itself, as Argent-vive, or Sulphur rzéo or
Argent-vive and one of the two Sulphurs, or Sulptive, or Auripigment, or Citrine Arsenicum, or red
alone, or the like: we should never effect it, hesgasince nature does never perfect anything withagqual
commixtion of both, neither can we: from these ¢fi@re, as from the foresaid Argent-vive and Sulghur
their nature we are excused. Finally, if we shaildose them, we should mix everything as it ispetiog
to a due proportion, which no man knows, and afedwdecoct it to coagulation, into a solid lumpdan
therefore we are excused from receiving both aofitivetheir proper nature: to wit, Argent-vive and
Sulphur, seeing we know not their proportion, drat tve may meet with bodies, wherein we shall fhrel
said things proportioned, coagulated and gathergether, after a due manner. Keep this secret more
secretly. Gold is a perfect masculine body, witremy superfluity or diminution: and if it: shoul@rect
imperfect bodies mingled with it by melting onlyshould be Elixir to red. Silver is also a bodsnakt
perfect, and feminine, which if it should almostfpet imperfect bodies by his common melting oiitly,
should be Elixir to white which it is not, nor canrbe, because they only are perfect. And if tieigrtion
might be mixed with the imperfect, the imperfeabsld not be perfected with the perfect, but ratheir
perfection’s should be diminished by the imperfact] become imperfect. But if they were more than
perfect, either in a two-fold, four-fold, hundreald, or larger proportion, they might then well feet the
imperfect. And forasmuch as nature does always wimnply, the perfection which is in them is simple,
inseparable, and incommiscible, neither may thegrbye put in the stone, for ferment to shorten th
work, and so brought to their former state, becalisanost volatile does overcome the most fixedd fan
that gold is a perfect body, consisting of Argeiveyred and clear, and of such a Sulphur, theeefi
choose it not for the matter of our stone to tlteE#xir, because it is so simply perfect, withautificial
mundification, and so strongly digested and fedhinatural heat, that with our artificial fire, &ee
scarcely able to work on gold or silver, And thoumgtiure does perfect anything, yet she cannot tiyrlg
mundify, or perfect and purify it, because she $ymyorks on that which she has. If therefore weustio
choose gold or silver for the matter of the stame should hard and scantly find fire working inrtheAnd
although we are not ignorant of the fire, yet coutinot come to the thorough mundification and
perfection of it, by reason of his most firm kmtjitogether, and natural composition: we are toeeef
excused for taking the first too red, or the secmadwhite, seeing we may find out a thing or sdrody
of as clean, or rather more clean Sulphur and Argie, on which nature has wrought little or noidpiat
all, which with our artificial fire, and experiencé our art, we are able to bring unto his due oation,
mundification, color and fixation, continuing oungienious labor upon it. There must therefore bé suc
matter chosen, where in there is Argent-vive, clgame, clear, white and red, not fully completat b
equally and proportionably commixt after a due neanmith the like Sulphur, and congealed into adsoli
mass, that by our wisdom and discretion, and byadificial fire, we may attain unto the uttermost
cleanness of it, and the purity of the same, aimjbit to that pass, that after the work endedyight be a
thousand thousand times more strong and perfexst,ttie simple bodies themselves, decoct by their
natural heat. Be therefore wise: for if you shalldubtle and witty in my Chapters (wherein by mestif
prose | have laid open the matter of the stone &alg known) you shall taste of that delightfuhth
wherein the whole intention of the Philosophergléced.

CHAPTER IllI.
Of the manner of working, and of moderating, andticming the fire.

I hope ere this time you have already found outheywords already spoken (if you are not most dull,
ignorant, and foolish) the certain matter of trerfeed Philosophers blessed stone, whereon Alchemy
works, while we endeavor to perfect the imperfand that with things more then perfect. And fort tha
nature has delivered us the imperfect only withgé#dect, it is our part to make the matter (infibrener
Chapters declared unto us) more then perfect byuiicial labor. And if we know not the manner of
working, what is the cause that we do not see hatwra (which of long time has perfected metals)sdoe
continually work! Do we not see, that in the Mirlksough the continual heat that is in the mountains
thereof, the grossness of water is so decoctedhécicened, that in continuance of time it becomeget-
vive? And that of the fatness of the earth throtighsame heat and decoction, Sulphur is engendareti!
that through the same heat without intermissiortinaad in them, all metals are engendered of them



according to their purity and impurity? and thatune does by decoction alone perfect or make atalse
as well perfect as imperfect? 0 extreme madnesat,wipray you, constrains you to seek to perfeet t
foresaid things by strange melancholical and fdiclsregiments! as one says: Woe to you that will
overcome nature, and make metals more then péafextnew regiment, or work sprung from your own
senseless brains. God has given to nature a dtsa#gh to wit, continual concoction, and you lileofs
despise it, or else know it not. Again, fire andoAzre sufficient for you. And in another placeat
perfects all things. And elsewhere, see, see asekbhe not weary. And in another place, let yaer fie
gentle, and easy, which being always equal, matirmanburning: and let it not increase, for if de, you
shall suffer great loss. And in another place, Kiyow that in one thing, to wit, the stone, by oreywo
wit, decoction, and in one vessel the whole masgepgrformed. And in another place, patiently, and
continually, and in another place, grind it sevieres. And in another place, It is ground with fitend in
another place, this work is very like to the creatdf man: for as the Infant in the beginning isinghed
with light meats, but the bones being strengthemittt stronger: so this mastery also, first it miiatve an
easy fire, whereby we must always work in evergess of decoction. And though we always speak of a
gentle fire, yet in truth, we think that in govergithe work, the fire must always by little andéitbe
increased and augmented unto the end.

CHAPTER V.
Of the quality of the Vessel and Furnace.

The means and manner of working, we have alreattyrmd@ed: now we are to speak of the Vessel and
Furnace, in what sort, and of what things they rbestade. Whereas nature by a natural fire detloets
metals in the Mines, she denies the like decodtidre made without a vessel fit for it. And if wepose
to imitate nature in concocting, wherefore do weaeher vessel! Let us first of all therefore, seevhat
place the generation of metals is made. It doedeatlly appear in the places of Minerals, that enhbttom
of the mountain there is heat continually alikes ttature whereof is always to ascend, and in tbengson
it always dries up, and coagulates the thickerosger water hidden in the belly, or veins of tagte or
mountain, into Argent-vive. And if the mineral fass of the same place arising out of the earth, be
gathered warm together in the veins of the eartiunis through the mountain, and becomes Sulphudl. A
as a man may see in the foresaid veins of thaepthat Sulphur engendered of the fatness of ik &5
is before touched) meets with the Argent-vive {as also written) in the veins of the earth, aedédits the
thickness of the mineral water. There, throughcihrtinual equal heat in the mountain, in long pssogf
time diverse metals are engendered, accordingetditiersity of the place. And in these Mineral giac
you shall find a continual heat. For this causeaveeof right to note, that the external mineral ntain is
everywhere shut up within itself, and stony: fothié heat might issue out, there should never be
engendered any metal. If therefore we intend toitatennature, we must needs have such a furnage lik
unto the Mountains, not in greatness, but in catifeat, so that the fire put in, when it ascenusy find
no vent: but that the heat may beat upon the vésded close shut, containing in it the matterhef $tone:
which vessel must be round, with a small neck, ntddgass or some earth, representing the nature or
close knitting together of glass: the mouth whereabt be signed or sealed with a covering of tineesa
matter, or with lute. And as in the mines, the lters not immediately touch the matter of Sulpma a
Argent-vive, because the earth of the mountain cosverywhere between: So this fire must not
immediately touch the vessel, containing the mattehe aforesaid things in it, but it must be b
another vessel, shut closed in the like mannet sthéhe temperate heat may touch the matter adnae
beneath, and where ever it be, more aptly and fithereupon Aristotle says, in the light of lightsat
Mercury is to be concocted in a three-fold vessedl that the vessel must be of most hard Glagsyhich
is better) of Earth possessing the nature of Glass.

CHAPTER VI.
Of the accidental and essential colours appeanitige work.
The matter of the stone thus ended, you shall kinevecertain manner of working, by what manner and

regiment, the stone is often changed in decoctitmdiverse colors. Whereupon one says, So mamy<ol
so many names. According to the diverse colorsajpgin the work, the names likewise were varigd b



the Philosophers: whereon, in the first operatibouw stone, it is called putrifaction, and ourregas made
black: whereof one says, When you find it blaclowWrthat in that blackness whiteness is hidden,yand
must extract the same from his most subtle blackrigst after putrifaction it waxes red, not wittrae
redness, of which one says: It is often red, atehadf a citrine color, it often melts, and is ofte
coagulated, before true whiteness. And it dissoitgedf, it coagulates itself, it putrifies itseif,colors
itself, it mortifies itself, it quickens itself inakes itself black, it makes itself white, it maltself red. It is
also green: whereon another says, Concoct itt &ppears green unto you, and that is the soud. An
another, Know, that in that: green his soul bearsidion. There appears also before whiteness the
peacocks color, whereon one says thus, Know yduaththe colors in the world, or that may be inreeg,
appear before whiteness, and afterward true writefadlows. Whereof one says: When it has been
decocted pure and clean, that it shines like tles ey fishes, then are we to expect his utility] by that
time the stone is congealed round, And another. 8&en you shall find whiteness atop in the glass,
assured that in that whiteness, redness is hiddehthis you must extract: but concoct it whilbécomes
all red: for between true whiteness and true regirthsre is a certain ash-color: of which it igisaifter
whiteness, you cannot err, for increasing the fioej shall come to an ash-color: of which anotlagissDo
not set light by the ashes, for God shall give iwoéu molten: and then at the last the King is #ted with a
red crown the by will of God.

CHAPTER VII.
How to make projection of the medicine upon anyenfigct body.

| have largely accomplished my promise of that gneastery, for making the most excellent Elixird @nd
white. For conclusion, we are to treat of the marmfigrojection, which is the accomplishment of the
work, the desired and expected joy. The red Elixins into a citrine color infinitely, and changdk
metals into pure gold. And the white Elixir doefnitely whiten, and brings every metal to perfect
whiteness. But we know that one metal is farthéfrofn perfection then another, and one more rneam t
another. And although every metal may by Elixiréduced to perfection, nevertheless the nearest are
more easily, speedily, and perfectly reduced, these which are far distant, And when we meet with
metal that is near to perfection, we are therelmysad from many that are far off. And as for theaise
which of them be near, and which far off, whichtleém | say be nearest to perfection, if you ares\aisd
discrete, you shall find to be plainly and truly sat in my Chapters. And without doubt, he thagas
quick sighted in this my Mirror, that by his owrdirstry he can find out the true matter, he dodsell
know upon what body the medicine is to be projetteloring it to perfection. For the forerunnerstas
Art, who have found it out by their philosophy, point out with their finger the direct and plainyya
when they say: Nature, contains nature: Natureaowees nature: and Nature meeting with her nature,
exceedingly rejoices, and is changed into othaireat And in another place, Every like rejoicehim
like: for likeness is said to be the cause of filigrip, whereof many Philosophers have left a netabtret,
Know you that the sour does quickly enter intoldagly, which may by no means be joined to another
body, And in another place, The soul does quicklgeinto his own body, which if you go about tinjo
with another body, you shall loose your labor:tfee nearness itself is more clear. And becauseoceap
things in this regiment are made incorporeal, amdrariwise things incorporeal corporeal, and i th
shutting up of the work, the whole body is madeiatsal fixed thing: and because also that spaiitu
Elixir evidently, whether white or red, is so giiggirepared and decocted beyond his nature, b is n
marvel that it cannot be mixed with a body, on \hids projected, being only melted. It is alsbaad
matter to Project it on a thousand thousand ane naord incontinently to penetrate and transmute the
will therefore now deliver unto you a great anddad secret. one part is to be mixed with a thouséiide
next body, and let: all this be surely put intatavéssel, and set it in a furnace of fixationsfiwith a lent
fire, and afterwards increasing the fire for thdegs, till they be inseparably joined together, Hrislis a
work of three days: then again and finally everst pareof by itself, must be projected upon another
thousand parts of any near body: and this is a wbdae day, Or one hour, or a moment, for which ou
wonderful God is eternally to be praised.

Here ends the Mirror of Alchemy, composed by thesintearned Philosopher, Roger Bacon.



On the Philadelphian Gold

A Conference
betwixt
Philochrysus and Philadelphus
On the Philadelphian Gold.

Philochrysus: This was upon me to ask you. You may remember tiegnyou told me how the description
of your city which we then read, was more litethhn is easy to be believed, and withal more mgistic
than it is possible for the wisest of mortals tonppehend. And in particular you told me that it voasit
first of true and substantial Gold; secondly o&fi@old; thirdly of transparent or glassy Gold; &marthly
of living Gold.
| desire now that you would answer me to all thesssiculars in order. Do you then say that thig st
built of true Gold, and that it is not only metapically said to be built of Gold? Is it as real and
substantial, is it as visible and palpable, andithas many good qualities as this which | have mowy
hand?
Philadelphus: Yes, Philochrysus, | can assure you that it i# lofitrue and not metaphorical Gold, as
some would have it only to be. This Gold, | sayyadess real and substantial, and no less visitde
palpable to its inhabitants and has as many, yea,rgood qualities that that which you hold in yband,
and seem so pleased with. | know that this isangt language, and | shall have much ado to makelmy
understood by you but in any degree. Because | spestk of that which you have never seen, or hdndle
though others have both seen and handled of ityandlso may come in time to do the same. Saithat
will be almost as hard a matter for one that issdaind to understand the philosophy of colourspioe
born deaf the nature and distinction of sound$gpagou to comprehend what | am about to say afréain
substance that is visible to some but not to yailpable to some but not to you; and which therejore
have no kind of apprehension of.
Philochrysus: | promise to be very attentive. Do me the favautrtb satisfy me as far as you can.
Philadelphus: Well, | will endeavour your satisfaction, afteatlyou shall have answered me a question or
two that | have to propose to you.
Philochrysus: | am very ready to do it.
Philadelphus: Why do ye believe that piece of Gold which ye sadune, to be true, real and substantial,
and not shadowy, figurative and accidental?
Philochrysus: Why do | believe so? | am not such a strangehédruth, as not to be able to distinguish it
from a shadow. A shadow will fly from me if | go ¢atch at it, but this | can grasp fast enoughhddew
depends on the substance, and on the positiore @uh which casts it. It has no figure but from the
substance, and that is always very faint and wiéaknnot be touched, it has no ponderosity, natligo
power in it. But this is ponderous, bright and pdwe You see me touch it, and its figure is ndhfar
weak but vivid and strong, without depending upowthing else. Wherever | move it, and whatever the
position of it may be to the Sun or light, it st#itains the same shape and the same substanceoind
have it fast, | dare venture its flying away.
Philadelphus: | see you are well satisfied with yourself. Buaytell me, how would you give a
description of it, to satisfy another that had meseen it, or perhaps never heard of it; or if eveard of it,
yet not otherwise than as a figurative sound tag#echildren with, or as a rattle, a picture, aleha a
name without substance, without reality? How wogdd make it to be understood to a Philosopher, and
how to a merchant that is no philosopher, suppasiam both to be strangers to the nature and udesof
sovereign metal?
Philochrysus: Truly, Philadelphus, you begin to puzzle me. Aegides | cannot see whither all your
windings and turnings will at last lead me. Indeedould be a difficult matter to resolve satidfaily
either a Philosopher or a merchant concerningdisés precious metal, if they have not some manher o
notice of it beforehand. But since it is not unlaittb make such a supposition, | am ready alsoakem
such an answer as | can.



| would therefore endeavour to satisfy them, by imgkise of such ideas, images and conceptions which
they are already acquainted with; and by compownttiem and dividing them, | would strive to frame i
the inquirer an idea, image and conception hexgloi;h might approach as near as possible to tle. tAs
for instance, if | were to discourse with a philpker, whom | will suppose to live in the remotesttf
Tartary, or in some dark corner near to the Nortlle where mines of Gold were never so much as
heard of, and no name even found for it in the Umgg of the country. | would think in the first pdawhat
to call it, that he might in some sort apprehend wigle | am discoursing with him. Now because some
Copper mines may be near to him, and he may haveseen and handled and also tried several
experiments upon this metal, therefore | will @gafine Copper or perhaps fine Brass, if this lkeWise
known to him. Then because | must speak to himisrown terms, and he has used himself to those of
Mercury and Sulphur, | will tell him this fine Coppis compounded of a pure Mercurial Water andra pu
Sulphureous earth, exactly proportioned and dulyuraged and concocted by the Sun-beams in some
proper matrix or vessel.

Next I will, as far as | am able, show him the éifince, both in quantity and quality, of the comqbng
principles of this fine Copper, and of his Copp#thereupon | tell him that the Mercurial Water, whic
enters into the composition of this fine Coppenas only more subtle, defecated and pure, thanwhah
is in that Gothic Copper of his, but also thasithere in a much greater quantity. Likewise | héth that
the quantity of the Brimstone or Sulphureous Eaxthich enters into the composition of the Gothipmer
is greater than that which is in this fine (whictall for distinction the Peruvian) Copper, butttimthe
former it is more coarse than in the latter. Heligis the main difference of the Peruvian and téeh{a
Copper (which I must make my philosopher understasdo the composition of the principles bothhe t
one and the other. Which are both essentially @inees but diversified as well according to quality a
guantity. He must then confess to me, that the Mgrin the Gothic Copper must needs be originally
infected and poisoned, and that there must beextef its proportion: as likewise that the coaese) the
superfluity and the combustibleness of its Sulgdnerno inconsiderable impediments to the perfeaifon
this metal. And he will grant me to this, | belietieough he never have seen the fine metal of Reau,
there may be such a Copper there found as | daibesif there may be but a Mercury, or water deL.i
freed from its original infection and poison, ahén fitly adapted and conjoined with a proper Suighat
shall be pure and of an incombustible nature, swato diminish in the severest fires.

However perhaps he will maintain, that | ought albdgether to despise the Sulphureous Earth of his
Gothick Copper; for that though it were not so ptiseed and permanent as that of the other, yet# of
the very same essence and nature with it, andftiteralso might possibly come to be in like manner
purified and made incombustible.

And when | have brought him thus far, then | magadpunto him of the several properties of our fine
copper, and leave him to compare them with thogbaifcoarse sort which is only known to him. And
here if | could give him an exact calculation of tlieight of a cubical inch of the Peruvian Copper,
comparing it with a cubical inch of the Gothick asttbwing the preponderancy of that above thispukh
settle in him a just idea as to one property dAitother property is purity and clarity, which | stun the
next place give him to understand by deduction fsueh ideas or conceptions which he has already
admitted. A third is its tincture, and here as Istriaeighten that idea which he has entertainechersile,
so | must lessen it on the other, that this man exagtly quadrate with the original. A fourth andim
property which | am to tell him of is Fixation, tire immortality and indefectibility of the tinctyrife or
soul of this metallic body. Besides all which | miaythe fifth place discourse to him of the extreme
ductability or rarefaction of it; if it might notebtoo prodigious for his belief; and sixthly, of ihedicinal
uses and qualities, which would afford me a greaiety of matters to entertain him with.

And thus | shall have in some degree satisfied mnyarian or my Gothick Philosopher, that the fine
Copper of Peru is not metaphorical or symbolicalhis poor country men, who have never seen itJdvou
persuade him: but that it is as truly, really andssantially of a metallic nature and consisteasghat
which he daily handles for such. And he now beginsnderstand how this fine copper, which | othepwi
call Gold, is compounded of the same (yet bettadgated) principles, with a more exact proportteant
his, and that it is not metaphorically, but realynetallic substance, more ponderous, and bridjderthe
other, also of a bitter (though not so deep) Tiretmore fixed and ductile, and lastly more prdper
human bodies, to be used internally or externathgen prepared according to Art.

So | take my leave of my Philosopher, and go nexhy merchant. Here | shall not have so much tado,
with the former. | need only to mind him in bridftbe several properties about which | discoursgd m



philosopher, and then declare unto him the gredeanellent use thereof in commerce, so as more tha
four hundred times to answer the other in commaduaten, and often more than five hundred.
Philadelphus: Tis enough, | find you like well the subject tlyatu are upon, but hope it will serve to lead
you into one that is far better. Of all that yowé&aow said, nothing will be found to be in vairhen |
shall come to examine you. The tables may comeapsrto be turned upon yourself. Wherefore let me
persuade you to try thoroughly, whether that bedéutgold, which you believe to be so. But since you
have been pleased to satisfy me as to what | dezdah@ém now most ready to satisfy you, as to wieest
propounded; only | must first premise two or thileiegs that | may be understood by you. Wherefere b
now attentive and consider well what | am abougagp.

Philochrysus: | will be sure Sir, to attend your motion, foredin to be very jealous, that you have been
carrying on all this while some plot to undermine.rBut pray let us hear your premises, and | preits
make the best use of all the ears and eyes whiakid.

Philadelphus: The first thing that | wish then to premise issthfhat the Divine Blessing was originally
spoken forth upon the whole Creation of God. Os@se would rather choose to express it - It was
outspoken into the Creation, that is, by a reagl\dnd essential infusion engrafted into it. Sat thhatever
come out of the hands of God was good. No evil khever be derived from the Divine Being, who
notwithstanding the supreme liberty of Will, is mesitated when He acts, to act according to Gosdnes
No sin nor death, no barrenness or drought, no messskor disproportion could at all proceed from.him
Wherefore he rejoicing, as it were, in the work$isfhands, pronounced them both severally and
universally to be good, yea very good, as consilgr¢heir whole system, and harmonious union with
each other.

Philochrysus: | must grant that you say. But | would fain seevtat purpose It will serve you.
Philadelphus: You may yet, before we part.

Philochrysus: | cannot deny but that God blessed the whole @mand that all the works of his hands
are good. Make your best of it.

Philadelphus: The second thing that | have to premise is bat esrollary from the former, and is
strengthened by universal experience. It is thilg Works of the Creation are not Now in the sanageSt
as they were when they first came out of the hafdod, or as when the Divine Blessing was pronednc
upon them, or outspoken onto them, yet with thistition, so far as they are within our Sphere dy.O
For experience doth at this day too sufficienthgsitthat the creatures, whether they be of thaani
vegetable or mineral kingdom, cannot be all saide@ood, howsoever they be considered, either
separately by themselves, or conjunctly in harmeitly the rest. And whatever may be pleaded on their
behalf by some acute philosophers and divinesah#te creatures are, even at this day, goodighmot
positively, yet relatively, and with respect bodhtheir present constitution and the constitutibthe

world in general, it is evident, to me at leastither the undoubted records of scripture, omtteral light
of reason may judge of the appeal, that all they ttan say will, if it prove any thing, certainlgraduce to
the very overturning of the positive goodness eflifivine Being,and the introducing in the room #gwdra
certain relative, hypothetical and imaginary gosdnand to the building up a very odd and irregular
system of the Universe.

This if it were necessary, | might at large dedilteugh several particulars, proving the absuralitg
inconsistency of such a supposition, that has kede@m up of late by some men of name, and by tloem t
mush authorised to the dishonour of God, thougi thight not perhaps design it so, as | am apt twth
hope and believe. But this would lead me out varyahd keep me too long from the resolution of the
question in hand. However, Philochrysus, if at ather time you think it worth your while to demaad
particular satisfaction as to this point, | shalrost willing to give it to you.

Philochrysus: | thank you, Philadelphus. At present | am webegh satisfied in this matter; yea so much
as | have often with my self admired, even wherbyit flea, how any could be serious in pleadingtie
perfection of the present constitution of the WarfdNature, as if it never had been better, or m&ager to
be better; but after it shall have lasted out sutdrm, that it must return back again into itsnitive state
of nothingness; by the most dreadful dissolutiaoulgh Fire. This their catastrophe of Our Worlthust
confess, did never very well please me; but dicagisastick.

Philadelphus: Its is then granted by you that the present ctutigth of this terrestrial world in which we
live, is not so perfect and good as it was oridynatought forth by God, and that it may, by thé& gf god,
recover again its original constitution.

Philochrysus: It is granted.



Philadelphus: Well! Answer me now this one question. Which da ymw think best deserves to be called
by this or that name, that which is most perfedtdrkind, and that which comes up most reallyhe true
and original frame of its nature, or that whicHdahort of it, and is very Imperfect as to itsd@n

As for instance, you take two sheep, or two horaed,of these let one be placed at the right haddfze
other at the left. Suppose now the horse at the hignd to have all the most excellent features and
proportions of an horse, and that at the left teeh@one of them at all, but to be very mean angidable.
Suppose also the sheep at the right hand, to lygolemnp and fat, and to wear a Golden Fleece ufson i
back, and that at the left to be lean, deformedia@piebus. Will you hereupon say that the horséateft
hand is a real horse, but that at the right a nmetdgal one? Or that the sheep at the left is @ $heep, but
not that at the right? And will you not rather shgit these by approaching nearer to the perfectidimeir
nature, and to the original integrity and beautwhich they were first both brought forth from thevine
exemplar, do less deserve to be called figurativadlegorical than the other.

Philochrysus: So indeed it seems to me, if either of these neagatled a figurative sheep, or a figurative
horse, it must be the left-handed ones, who corhemto the primitive constitution of their natumeto
which the divine blessing was spoken, but havefalinder the curse, and suffered the depravatitmeof
first pure form, according to the supposition tisagranted you. And if any one had ever seen sodftlzer
but such lean and deformed sheep, or such ill tionéid and disproportioned jakes, verily | say dtiou
much condemn his rashness, if he should say there mo other, but positively conclude these tohee t
best of the kind, and that above them are but ngiimtal metaphors, or poetical expressions of sdmgw
transcending nature. Yea | should be a little aiifgng should be so obstinate as to stand out agytiia
authentic relations of ocular witness, or go tdgime to deny my own senses, because his havedot
the same experience which mine also had.

Philadelphus: Suppose also that you have two bushels of wheabre whereof is half full of chaff, the
other perfectly cleansed, the one blighted, therddrge grained and sound. Would you say that the
blighted and chaffy corn is only real and substdnkiut the sound and the cleansed to be no mareah
metaphor or a shadow. | believe not.

Suppose once more that you have two pips of Spaviigh the one natural and unsophisticated, cledn a
sprightly, the other pipe sophisticated and fillgdhalf with water: and that you have tasted offilthe
latter. Would you say that this only is true wiaed not the other?

Philochrysus: No, Philadelphus, | think | should not so far espany own judgment. And though | should
not have tasted of the finest wine, yet would | sy there is no better than that | have tastedl aasert
that what | am told of the other is only fancy igufe.

Philadelphus: Now my dear Philochrysus, Hold to your words. Feee two pieces of gold, the one as at
your right hand, the other is at your left, the getestial gold, the other terrestrial gold, lilsethere are
bodies celestial and bodied terrestrial. The gblgbar left hand you see and handle, and say therdhat

it is substantial. The gold of the right hand yee ot neither can you handle, and conclude theréhat

it is shadowy. The reason whereof is this. The farhras a peculiar virtue in it to blind that eyevyich

the former Gold may be discerned, and to induce sygaralytic numbness and deadness on all onefpart
the man that has a lust after it, that he cannssipty feel or handle the other till his diseasdiist
removed from him. But as for me, that Gold whichuyall substantial, | should of the two rather ct®t
call shadowy Gold, and that which you think to hbadowy and figurative, | must call substantial asal,
on far greater reasons than you have produced ve me to the contrary.

Philochrysus: | cannot but believe my senses. You shall notyepsrsuade me out of them. For if they
deceive me, | can be certain of nothing.

Philadelphus: Be not afraid: you may keep your senses stilhfier Since the senses deceive none; but it is
the judgment which is made upon them that may meous. Take care therefore that you judge not
amiss, and think that to be in the object itselfolthis nothing but an impression produced by itrutiee
sensory. But tell me, do you ever dream?

Philochrysus: Yes | do.

Philadelphus: You may then remember how you thought that yoletseen, felt and handled various
objects which have vanished away as soon as yokeasd.

Philochrysus: | do. And particularly | call to mind, how | hagemetime thought myself to be rolling
among bags of gold. So that it has been no snoalbte to me to find myself undeceived in the mognin
Philadelphus: Forget not this. The application will not be diffit, and very nearly concerns you, my
friend. Philochrysus, you are in a dream at thiy westant, and you will certainly find yourself deceived
in the morning, when your senses that are now kbelein sleep shall recover themselves.



Philochrysus: In a dream say you? Nay, then the whole worlddseam. All that | do is dream and fancy,
and whatever | behold or handle is but a shadow.yii make all the world beside yourself to bain
dream? Will you make all the hurly-burlies in il the traffickings, negotiations, and wars, withraanner
of transactions, private and public, civil andgglus, to be nothing more but the sportive imagmest of
the night? Will you make nothing to be real or ¢ahsal of what is seen, felt , heard or understopdis
poor mortals? Sure,Phildelphus, you are no sceptic.

Philadelphus: No, | am an eclectic. But yet | have found thedjobscepticism, as to many things that you
believe. And if it go not too far, it is the fouridn of all solid knowledge, natural, political divine.
Wherefore, however strange it may appear to yds,ribt very far from the truth, to say that thisrid,

with all that is in it, is but a dream or a shadeten compared with the invisible worlds. | am afr
press you too much with these matters, and theréfonly said it is not very far from the truthgay so,
but the indubitable records wherein in manifestly tinger of God, would bear me out, if | shoulg Hzat

it is the very truth itself. Search into these g&od will find enough to open your eyes and let gee that
the form of this World passeth away, and thattedt belongs to it is no more than as a vision efrttight,
which flies away with the day break. My thoughtsé®een formerly the same with yours: the poisoned
cup from the hand of the Fair Harlot, whom | haventioned to you, cast me into a deep sleep. Arid in
remember, | had just the same dreams which you hewe | thought terrestrial gold was as substantsal
you imagine it to be, and of the celestial goldtimo manner of apprehension; but was contentleako
on it as a figure and not as a substance. But Iraased out of my sleep by a swift messenger othef
Heavenly Philadelphia, upon which all the enchastzhes of the night immediately fled away, and |
awakened recovering the senses which had beerebgfamed up, and then | quickly perceived my atror
Ah! Philochrysus! Awake! Awake! There stands nowaiir right hand one of the citizens of that befauti
city, who holds before him a medal made of the sgaté, which he would present to you, if you would
but suffer your eyes to be opened, and would nlat o fast the shadow.

Philochrysus: What mean you to do with me? Oh! A little moreeglea little more slumber, a little more
of this worlds, and then | awake. Disturb me not.

Philadelphus: He talks in his sleep. Ho! Ho! Philochrysus. Yoill mot yet be awakened I find. | will
therefore for a little time grant you your heartside, and this once, suppose that you are na@sthile
you sleep, but that your dream is a reality, ahthal conclusions that you have made from the éseaf
your outward senses to be true. For by parity aoa (even granting what you say) as you do coadhuel
terrestrial gold to be true, real and substaniidd conclude the celestial to be so, and much rsoréf you
plead sensation for yours, | know those that plefat ours, and that deserve as much (at leadigto
believed as any that you bring. But lest you migttso readily believe or apprehend perhaps theesstes
that | could produce, | will proceed with you asuywould do with your Goth or Tartar, that had never
heard of the gold mines of Peru. Wherefore | mestds tell you that if the Peruvian gold be truelgtien
the Philadelphian gold deserves also of right dwetgalled, yea is much better qualified of the tavbear
this name, as it is more perfect in its kind, aadt anore nearly approaches then the former tdrtreeand
original frame of pure and undefiled nature, exactimpounded according to the divine exemplar, and
duly concocted in the bowels of the everlasting nmtaims, the mountains of the Sun and the Mountafins
the Moon. Whence, supposing the difference of Eelfzhian and Peruvian Gold to be, as the differerfice
Peruvian and Gothic Copper; this will not hindet that the Philadelphian Gold, both according ® th
greater purity of its constituent principles (ashwiut the least alloy of the curse) and the moatex
proportion of then, may well deserve to be lookado less real than the Peruvian.

Philochrysus: If it be so, pray dear Philadelphus, give me sofrig that | may make a proof.
Philadelphus: You are not yet out of your dream, you know noaitWou say. For you neither understand
what manner of Gold this is, neither who it is tbah give it. It may be called to you by a thousaathes,
but | do assure you that it is true and proved gafl let me tell you that your gold, or the falsass of
Peru, is not constituted of Principles altogetheepand defected, but mixed with some close anerertt
imperfections. Neither are the proportions adjustecbrding to perfect Nature, but only accordingh®
perfect constitution of this terrestrial orb. These that has entered into the whole lower Credtamalso
entered into this, and it is not a perfect metetept with respect to the lapsed and broken fratlei® our
Earth.

Philochrysus: Hah! Philadelphus! | am wondering where you withrat last. | am not so much in a dream,
but I can laugh at these amusements of yours. Bad @&y before deny Gold to be a perfect metal?
Philadelphus: Mistake me not. | do not deny it to be a perfeetahwith respect to the present order of
things in their Fallen State. But | do positivelyeathat it is not a perfect metal with respecdtiat



primitive and original order of Beings which proded immediately from God through His Word, wherein
and whereby they subsist; but that it partakefefcurse, as well as all the other subjects ofrtimeral or
metallic kingdom, though not in the same degreev liere is an Inherent curse, and there is also an
Adherent Curse, and of both of these it more & pesticipates.

Philochrysus: Pray what do you mean by an Inherent Curse, anddaoyou appropriate it to the
Terrestrial Gold.

Philadelphus: Know what is the Blessing and you cannot fail now what is the Curse in Nature. There
is an Inherent Blessing in every creature, ancetiealso an Adherent Blessing. Without the for@ed
could never have pronounced them good, and wittheutatter they could never have been serviceable t
man, or to the rest of their fellow creatures. Avgtion, or loss, in either of these kinds, is edlthe Curse.
And as it has diverse degrees and is variouslyifspecso takes it up diverse names, as Death, me
Hades, Sheol, the Turba, the Left Hand, the SedldeoBerpent, the Mist out of the Earth, Lilith,
Arimanius, Poison, the Blood of the Old Dragon, hisons, the North, and many others.

The benediction now of both kinds may be lessehigidien or removed either in part of in whole. The
Adherent Benediction may possibly admit of a togshove and separation, but the inherent can never d
this without the destruction and annihilation af gubject wherein it is. Whence though it may loe yéet
can it never be separated without the entire disuanf its constituent and vital principles. Whiale aot
perishable, but endure the same, notwithstandirthekortices, veils, and coverings, wherewithythreay
be overcast or oppressed, and which are said tmdber the president-ship of so many evil Angels.
Behold then here is Wisdom to take away the InheCemse from the creature, and to cause the
disappeared Blessing to reappear, and exert figet.iNow shall you understand how this curs@ibe
appropriated to the terrestrial Gold, and how theti@ary Blessing is to be predicated of the cedédut in
the first place you are to take notice, that adrtherent is here less than in any other subjddiseosame
Kingdom and Order, so the Adherent Curse is greltehe second place you are to observe that the
primary and Radical principles being (as to us)ditle in themselves, the secondary and elementary,
which may be made visible, can be here only exadhiimi.

In the third place, | am now to acquaint you thhaise elementary principles, which | call also Sgzeical,
as | call the former Seminal, are vastly differienthe state of pure and of corrupt Nature.

For in pure nature there is found a bright livimgstalline water, full of spirit, power and enerdpyt in
Nature corrupted there is a water that is oppdsithis, being without Light, Life, or purity, withut
spirituality or strength, and void of all benigriiedicy. Wherefore as a stagnated pool remote flastin
beams, or as a dead insipid phlegm, is not to ¢p&rded or valued, so likewise there is found aHbyrig
living and crystalline earth (such as hath beed,sarcth as will be, and such as is even at this, tivhen it
appears not, except to some few) which is sometooagpared to fine silver, and is called the Sathef
Earth. And in this Blessed earth is locked up theitS Energy and Seed of the Mineral and vegetable
kingdoms in their purest constitution, yea andhef &animal too. For that it contains in itself thesfof
Nature, by which the wheel of her Magia, accordimgll the seven forms and spirits is set to work.

On the contrary there is a dull, dead and opacearth that is mixed more or less with all terrestri
subjects, and that may by Art be separated frormtféis is the Curse of the Earth which must bemak
away and dissolved, before the Blessed and nevi Eart appear, wherefore it is called the DamnethEar
Philochrysus: | hope you will not say that there is any of wtteg Chymists call Damned Earth in this our
Gold. For I cannot bear the thought of it. Pray¢fiere explain yourself here a little.

Philadelphus: It is you yourself that make the particular apgticn, for | did not. And indeed, Sir, | was
almost afraid to touch you so near the quick. Byour Gold, Philochrysus, be a terrestrial subjedtich
you will scarce deny) then | am sure it must hav@es share of this Damned earth in it. For the Chese
not a command to stop when it came to a mine oflGait like a leaven it passed through and throagH,
infected the whole earth, and all that belongeitl fbhere might not indeed so much of it here alzide
elsewhere, and therefore | said there was ledsedfterent Curse in this, than in any other sulgéthe
same kingdom or order. Yet there is some, andttivatery considerable, if either reason or expesgen
may be allowed to pass the judgment. But this wéead us too far into a Philosophical disquisition.

Let it suffice at present to consider whether whatlgar and ordinary artist may be able to giveeular
demonstration of in the greatest part of earthhjestts, an expert master may not be as able totlhéve
same in All?

Wherefore be not angry, dear sir, at what | hagerdsd, but learn to bear the thought of what béllso
much your disappointment, as to let you see thddal of your heart is not so lovely as you have
imagined it to be, and that it is not all true gthdt glisters in your hand.



There is a Damned Earth Terra Damnata et Malethetiacleaves so fast to it, as is not (easily)do b
separated by the refiners art. And | am informednficredible testimonies, that whosoever shall be
understanding in heart and skillful in hand, toaege this vile earth from the precious Solar Eartine
body of Terrestrial Gold, shall find the quantititibe former (however small when compared to the
inferior metals) to exceed the other. And if wieatelated concerning the degradation of Gold by an
eminent and curious eye-witness of this nation,wiadl the philosophical and Christian world stands
obliged to (and who had this generous and noblgydes vindicate Religion from all sectarian poldy
partiality, and to establish it upon solid and intable grounds, be true; and if also the daily eixpents)
made even in ordinary laboratories of the possjbdf its supergradation and Exaltation, by losimds
weight, and so possessing an higher Tincture aadtZlmay deserve any credit: Then is it certhgt it
may still arrive to an higher degree both of Figatand Purity, than it could ever meet with in Beevels
of the Accursed earth.

But whether this can ever be quite set free fr@nhniberent Curse or no, is not so material to cesgnt
purpose. However there is a vein, | can assuregfd@aradisical Gold, which not having been with it
infected, is by Moses pronounced to be good, (Ge2ed2). And yet even this is no more to be camgpa
with the Philadelphian or Sionitical Gold, than theruvian is with it. Hereby you may, in part | kop
apprehend what is meant both by the Blessing am€thise, which are inherent in this Metallic body.
Philochrysus: | do, I think, pretty well understand you. But prahat do you mean by an Adherent Curse,
and how is that to be appropriated to the TeredsBold?

Philadelphus: The Adherent Curse is that which adheres or cetvéhe Creature, by external
application, and not by Internal Constitution, onosition. And here by external application | meah
barely any outward abuse of the same whateveglbat(and chiefly) any degree of adhesion of the
Human Soul to it, how intrinsic soever, and the enotrinsic still the more dangerous, it being fgre
incongruous, and extrinsic both to the Soul, antthéocreature which she seeks to cleave as toléssihg.
Now though your terrestrial Gold has indeed notsmh of the inherent, yet has it far more of the
Adherent Curse, which is much the worst of the tivad though it should be never so perfect as to its
composition, that avails not if this other Curdekst to it. Yea, on the contrary, this will be sach the
greater and the heavier, as in the case of tharaation [2 Peter, 2, 4.] of those angels who kegttheir
first estate of adhesion to the Original Beauty @&usdness, and in that of the Golden Calf of Israel
concerning which the Jews have to this very dagl@bcated proverb, that no punishment is evercirefti
upon them in which there is not some portion of ttalf. And | fear the same may be justly applieait
to them alone. What Evil of Sin is there in the Wehworld that is not perpetrated for the sake DfAnd
what Evil of pain, or dreadful judgments by the iD&¥ nemesis have not already been pulled down upon
particular persons, upon families and upon whaohg#oms? Behold, and consider the times of old; what
examples all histories both sacred and profane gigthyou. To conclude, how many are there thatter
sake of this, labour the greatest part of thegdiin the very fire, who at length reap noughtdmbke and
dross, in the room of those Golden Mountains whiigly hereby imagined to themselves? And how many
weary themselves all their lives for very vanityhile being deceived with the false show of an aitiger
blessing, they find only misery and repentance; Wiaal they taken but half that pains to discover th
Paradisical or Philadelphian mine of Gold, woulderehave been left in such plunges at the lastdBeh
all this proceeds from its Adherent Curse. Remeimirithee Philochrysus, the dying aphorism of the
richest Subject of the world at that time, as waslthe best politician, and the most faithful setyevhich
famous aphorism is, | suppose, not unknown to you.

Philochrysus: You mean, | know the saying of that great mancitie left in his legacy to posterity: Had
| but taken but half that pains to serve my God,task to serve my Prince, he would not now have
deserted me.

Philadelphus: | do so. And withal | assure you, my good frietidt if you were but half as diligent in
seeking after the celestial, as you are in seekitgg the terrestrial Gold, you would be experinadipt
convinced that | have spoken nothing to you a# thihile but the very Truth, and you would find yself
possessed of substance instead of vanity.

Philochrysus: | am at a loss. | know not what to make of thatchityou say. Disturb me not out of my
sleep. For | would rather dream on at the old itiiE) be molested. Have pity on me, and depart frem
For I am Philochrysus. | am a lover of that whati y@ve contemptibly nick-named terrestrial Golde Th
which to me is a Celestial substance. But you kdldly allow it to be a substance at all, that so gnay
the more exalt the Gold (as you call it) of yourmoeountry, which | must call imaginary. Tell me nioén
that mine is vanity, or the shadow only of a sulsta Neither speak to me of labouring for smoke and



dross. | know what is substance, | thank my stard,| can distinguish between what is true and vehat
counterfeit. Mine hath been tried in the Fire, argighed in the balance. It hath stood in the ond;ia the
other hath been found to have its just weight. @analso pretend to this?

Philadelphus: Yes, more than pretend. Mine is indeed Gold timethe Fire, and it has been also weighed
in the balance as well as yours. And let me teli lgesides, that your gold shall never be able tlmenthis
fire-trial, but shall fly away in it as lead andbds. And one grain of the Gold of my City if putdrihe
balance will preponderate this whole room full ofiys. Whence the Crown that is mad out of this Geld
called emphatically a weight of Glory and an Hyidal or excessive weight, yea a far exceeding and
Hyperbolically Hyperbolical weight [2 CorinthianslZ.] So far exceeds the celestial Gold in
preponderosity the terrestrial Gold when weighegttioer, as no hyperbole can reach. It exceedkdn li
manner in clarity and lustre, in fixation and pen@acy, in the superexcellency of its Tincture, in
ductibility and divisibility; and in all manner ofiedicinal uses both for Spirit, Soul and Bodyvaiich it
revives, exhilarates and perfects. And in the péeste all the merchandise of your World is notéo b
compared with it. This alone can truly and reaty dastingly make you rich. It would not be diffitto
particularize each of these, and to show herebyehiity and substantiality of this Gold that | @defor,

not only equally with, but far above that whicltdisg out of the Earth. But all that can be said ineoa,
would but serve so much the more to exasperatéf yow comprehend it not, or will not attend tolit.
vain therefore would it be for me to give you (e¢gent) a particular description of its severapprtes, as
also of its constituent principles and the manrig¢heir union. | must wait to do that till thosenses which
are fallen asleep in you shall come to be awakeBetll am therefore sent that | might rouse youafut
your sleep. Forgive me that | thus wake you. Odehitysus! what has become of the eye-salve of &8phi
Arise and anoint your eyes.

Philochrysus: Hold! | think | now begin to see. | must confelattl can now see the possibility of what
you drive at, but that it is actually so, | canget perceive. | remember | was once a little aafedi with
one that might possibly be of your society, andllttear him exclaim from the pulpit in this manner:
"Think ye, ye shall be set up as pillars in the Plmof God to uphold it? or that you shall be ffligold in
you pockets, of the finest gold tried in the Flileg the rich men of the Earth? and to ruffle isitks, and
fine raiment as those in princes' courts? Do yinktthat these things are here meant in these gesmi
made to the Seven Churches? No, No, dream of rothings, for | say there is not one word true
according to the letter.

Philadelphus: | do say that every word, every syllable, evetieleis true, and that there are real and
substantial pillars in the Temple of God, real andstantial Gold in the City of God, and real and
substantial raiment worn by the citizens thereafd Aet at the same time, | do assert that theme \&/ord,
syllable or letter true, if strictly taken accorgdito that low idea which the natural man has fitethese
words. For as much as there is a more than hypeabelkcess in the difference of one from the atlsr
each property by itself considered will manifeshdAf you are convinced of the possibility (at lgas
what | have said, you must acknowledge the actxistence hereof. For that there can be no otheorea
invented whereby you deny it, but its impossibilityd inconsistency.

Philochrysus: | resign therefore, and yield to you, that they®©it Philadelphia may be built of true, real
and substantial Gold, which has nothing of the e@ither Inherent or Adherent sticking to it, acliog to
the sense that the describer means, or that ydaiexghough not according to that which the ndtoran
would have.

Philadelphus: You comprehend me right. | shall therefore procéesdid then, in the second place, that it
is built of fine Gold, much more fine and higheaduated than any you can ever have seen. This ggu m
in part already understand by what has been stidrtn. But here | shall much more stand in need of
words whereby to express myself.

Philochrysus: | long greatly to hear you speak distinctly ostRiuperfine and supergraduated Gold. | shall
not forget what you have said. Therefore proceed on

Philadelphus: You need but remember your Gothic philosopher.dittar also that there is a twofold
body, There is a material and elementary body theck is an spiritual and a heavenly body. Theisne
gross, the other fine.

Philochrysus: | can understand perfectly what you mean by theéwo, but the notion of an immaterial
body seems to me the very same contradiction astlea immaterial substance seemed to an eminent
asserter of materialism called Philautus. If yod hat him to deal with, he would make work, | bede
with your non-elementary and spiritual body.



Philadelphus: It may be so. But | never feared the strengtheaboning in Philautus, though | know him
pretty well, and all his principles whether in Risibphy, Divinity or politics are opposite to mie is the
express character of the natural man throughodtjrahis works everywhere you have the most lively
image of the Fallen State of Nature, whereof gagatntage may be made by the wise, it being noevher
that | know so deeply and philosophically handlEais indeed he mistakes for the true and origitateS

of Nature; but herein he speaks well enough, arelénough, as a natural or animal Man, and without
deviating, most exactly follows his principles wheer they lead him. On the other side the moshé&zhr
and profound of all his answerers very admirablghlmescribes and demonstrates the true and original
state of Nature, such as it was, and such aslitt#hagain, but not such as it is at present.ok$hilautus
he is not dead, but lives in his disciples, and Wwié as long as the present corrupt state of iashall
remain upon the Earth. For the Psyche in man ismabie to penetrate beyond the image; only the pur
spirit of Sophia can reach to the life, which ismaged out in discourse. Hence he who had only the
Psyche, was not able to distinguish betwixt the ame: the other, but he took them both to be thees&w
finding in the origination of several languaged th&pirit was imaged forth or signified by Bredik,
presently concludes that the Spirit and Breath werand the same, and consequently that all $gérst
such) were material and corporeal beings. he itikeemanner, finding in the verbal image of subst&
was expressed that which stands under, or progsmewhat, entertained immediately a most gross and
sensible conception hereof, and tied it down ta@nao then nothing could be a greater absurdityrh,

or a more manifest contradiction, than to beliewénamaterial substance, that is an immaterial matte
Now among those who have a great and just abhafentis sentiments, all are not set free theneselv
from the very same method of argumentation, as fioramerous induction of instances might be vetifie
if need were.

Wherefore | shall only beg of you what is highlycassary in order to your understanding of whaebg&p
and to your passing a judgment thereupon, thacgatent not yourself with the lax and popular sesfsz
word, as that which is generally very equivocal, that you seek out the strict and close ideaithtat be
affixed to it, for the removal of all ambiguity the terms, and the distinction of the image frasroitiginal,
or (as the Schools would rather speak) of the Sigfitam Signatum, the sign from the thing signified.
Philochrysus: It is very just what you require, Phildelphus. laran gainsay this method, after what the
celebrated author of An Essay on Human Understantiigether with a French philosopher of the first
magnitude , have written on it, shall be looked.iwherefore tell me in the first place, what yoeam by
Substance?

Philadelphus: Hereby | understand that which hath both EssendeExistence, being created by God, and
made capable of bearing up, or supporting varioodes of Being.

Philochrysus: What do you mean by Body?

Philadelphus: Hereby | understand a substance that is exteraohebis capable of various modes of
Extension. Two of which modes are penetrability angenetrability.

Philochrysus: Is penetrability then a mode of extension? | asvpught that all matter was impenetrable.
Philadelphus: True. All Matter is impenetrable, but all bodynist. And penetrability is as much a mode of
extension as impenetrability. For where there ism@xtension there is no penetration, and whexetis
no penetration there can be no life. Without theneefll Nature were dead, it remains that extended
substances may be penetrated. Now there are egtentistances, or rather one extended substance (of
which | may speak to you hereafter) which can patebthers, but which cannot be penetrated by any.
There are also extended substances which can penethers by co-extension, and which may themselve
also be penetrated by others. lastly there arsdgtbsubstances or bodies which cannot penettaesot
but which may be penetrated by them. Thus by theard light of this world, which is a body of the
second order, the Earth may be penetrated, whitmeiher penetrate it or any other substance.
Philochrysus: What do you mean by Matter?

Philadelphus: Hereby | understand a body that is impenetralne,davisible, and which is capable of
various modes of division. So that all Matter isdgpbut all Body is not Matter. By impenetrable ¢éam

not that which cannot be at all penetrated, butamthat which is not to be penetrated by any thirits
own order, and which itself can penetrate nothing.

Philochrysus: How can the same Body be impenetrable and diegibl

Philadelphus: Because it is impenetrable, therefore it is dblesinto parts. For if it could be penetrated,
then would there be no need of division, or separaif the parts? Wherefore that which is penetrabl
also indivisible, or rather indiscerpible, and aemsently incorruptible.



Philochrysus: | comprehend your meaning. And now | conceive vidgbur notion of an immaterial or
Spiritual Body called likewise a Non-elementary {@this a Quintessential) or heavenly Body; Namely,
that it is an extended substance, penetrable, raivet indivisible, indiscepible, and incorruptblAs on
the contrary your notion of a material and elemgnite@dy must be this, that it is an extended sulzsta
impenetrable, penetrated, divisible, discerpible eorruptible. | begin consequently to understatfittla
your notion of Material and Spiritual, of Elementand Heavenly Gold, and why you call the one gross
and the other fine Gold. But notwithstanding thabhceive how the Material and Elementary Goldhis a
extended Substance which is impenetrable to a#tg&ial bodies, and may be penetrated by the @ales
which is also divisible into parts, yea Discerpibi® the minutest atoms, yet can | not easilydyibiat it
should be corruptible.

Philadelphus: All that is compounded of Elements must be moress corruptible. And though certain
elementary bodies may have arrived at some dediieearruptibility, yet it is but a degree, it bgn
impossible for them to be ever perfectly freed froonruption, but by a dissolution and a resusatatior
this is a most assured maxim, that all things rhagperfected upon the cross and all things musiduk

by Fire Without passing through the Cross thermisesurrection, without passing through the Hiezd is
no Fixation or Incorruption, no Purification or 8pialization. Hence the messenger of the Coveofint
Immortality is by a certain prophet compared tefners Fire, who saith of him that he shall puthg
Priesthood and purge them as Gold that they mémlyigffer the sacrifice of Minha to Jehovah. Hence
also a great and wise King saith, the word (orlowihg emanation of the Lord is refined; and adaén
cries out Thy Word is exceedingly refined most fama pure. And likewise this very Word of the Lamrd
the Word the Lord saith to the shepherds of Isiagill refine them as Silver is refined, and wily them
as Gold is tried. And elsewhere he saith, | hafieed thee melted thee down, and then brought dlkef
the furnace. For this cause the precious Sonsasf die compared to fine gold, and the Angelical mbha
appeared to Daniel had his loins Girded with firdd3of Ophir. From this also an account may be give
why the Altar of Incense was made of refined Gddether with the Ark and the Cherubims, also why
Wisdom's oracle is so often compared to fine Gaidi lastly why the Shulamite describes both thel hea
and the feet of her beloved to be as of fine Giblat is such an indivisible, indiscerpible and imaptible
substance, as being extended is therefore a bodyaspossessing all the properties of the matnich|
gross Gold, is therefore a spiritual body, or imenial and celestial gold.

Philochrysus: | must confess that | have always taken a splriiady to be a contradiction in terms, for |
never heard otherwise before but that Spirit andyBeere contraries. But now | begin to mistrust tha
have not been used rightly to apply ideas to words.

Philadelphus: Your diffidence is well grounded. For | do notdithat Spirit and Body are anywhere
opposed as contraries in those writings which conththe greatest authority and deference above all
others to them. | find indeed frequently spirit dledh to be set as opposites, but spirit and medser.

Nay | find it there expressly asserted that ther@ natural body, and there is a spiritual bodyd sm in

like manner there is a natural Gold and theresigiatual, which surpasseth the former, as thatspir
Body of the Resurrection doth this Natural and Elatary body which we now wear about us. Moreover
the same highly mystic author tells those who bé&imgersed in the flesh had no notion of a Spiritwal
Heavenly Body, any more than you had.

Philochrysus: There are also Celestial Bodies (of a spiritual h@avenly property) and Bodies Terrestrial
(of a material and earthly property as common duitdthe Glory of the Celestial is one, and the glafr
the Terrestrial is another; that is, the gloryhe Philadelphian Gold differs from the glory of #eruvian,
as far as heaven is from Earth.

Philochrysus: You extremely amaze me, good Philadelphus, tartelthat the City from whence you are
named is built of such fine gold. But pray now gp i6 you are not weary, to satisfy me in the thptdce,
whether it be built of Transparent and Glassy Gold.

Philadelphus: Be not over hasty, but take time to meditate upbat | (through the assistance of the Good
Spirit) have freely communicated to you. Neithevdh&done yet with the former, for | am not yet eoto
the top of the ladder with you. Perhaps your heagl be giddy in endeavouring to reach it at thisene.
Wherefore though | cannot be ever weary of disdngrhese matters, yet | will now take my leave/ofi
with one parallel instance, which you may digestiast we meet the next time. Consider what diffeeen
there is betwixt the faeces of any terrestrial sabjfrom which the spirit is separated, and thieitStself

of that very subject (which is a Spiritual Body) evhseven times rectified; and hereby as in a glass
may discern how far that Gross and Earthly Golohlspeaking of, wherewith the Holy City of my
brethren is built. In the meanwhile | shall leavighwou this Hieroglyphical figure of a star beitige mark



of this Gold, and also of the city, showing its stituent parts the Water and Fire of the Philadalpd it
manifold and wonderful properties, how it is formadd how it is made to multiply itself.

Tract on the Tincture and Oill of
Antimony by Roger Bacon

Preface
Dear reader, at the end of his Tract on VitriolgRoBacon mentions that because of the multipbcatif
the Tincture that is made from Vitriol, the lovdrArt should acquaint himself with the Tract De Ole
Stibii. Therefore | considered that it would be d@nd useful that the Tract De Oleo Stibii follomest.
And if one thoroughly ponders and compares themtuies with one another, then | have no doubt that
one will not finish without exceptional profit. Y,etvery lover of Art, should mind always to keepe @ye
on Nature and the other on Art and manual laboarr,. When these two do not stand together, themait i
lame work, as when someone thinks he can walk@path on one leg only, which is easily seen to be
impossible,
Vale.
Joachim Tanckivs
De Oleo Antimonii Tractatus.
ROGERII BACONIS ANGLI
Summi Philosophi & Chemici.
Stibium, as the Philosophers say, is composed fhermoble mineral Sulphur, and they have praised it
the black lead of the Wise. The Arabs in their lzamge, have called it Asinat vel Azinat, the alchsmi
retain the name Antimonium. It will however leadthe consideration of high Secrets, if we seek and
recognize the nature in which the Sun is exaltedha Magi found that this mineral was attributgd3wnd
to the Constellation Aries, which is the first healy sign in which the Sun takes its exaltatiorlevation
to itself. Although such things are thrown to th@eds by common people, intelligent people oughtriow
and pay more attention to the fact that exacthiatpoint the infinitude of secrets may be partly
contemplated with great profit and in part alsolesgd. Many, but these are ignorant and unintetiigare
of the opinion that if they only had Stibium, theguld get to it by Calcination, others by Sublimati
several by Reverberation and Extraction, and olitaigreat Secret, Oil, and Perfectum Medicinant. IBu
tell you, that here in this place nothing will helghether Calcination, Sublimation, Reverberation n
Extraction, so that subsequently a perfect Extoactif metallic virtue that translates the inferiimio the
superior, may profitably come to pass or be acciedl. For such shall be impossible for you. Dolebt
yourselves be confused by several of the philosgplvbo have written of such things, i.e., Geber,
Albertus Magnus, Rhasis, Rupecilla, Aristoteles avahy more of that kind. And this you should note.
Yes, many say, that when one prepares Stibiungtass, then the evil volatile Sulphur will be goaad
the Oil, which may be prepared from the glass, ddid a very fixed oil, and would then truly give an
ingress and Medicine of imperfect metals to peidectThese words and opinions are perhaps good and
right, but that it should be thus in fact and prdself, this will not be. For | say to you trulwjthout any
hidden speech; if you were to lose some of the almoentioned Sulphur by the preparation and the
burning, as a small fire may easily damage ithsd you have lost the right penetrating spirit, sthéhould
make our whole Antimonii corpus into a perfect o#ldso that it also can ascend over the helm with
sweet smell and very beautiful colors and the wholdy of this mineral with all its members, withdoss
of any weight, except for the foecum, shall be tamd go over the helm. And note also this: Howulgo
it be possible for the body to go into an oil, aregoff its sweet oil, if it is put into the lassgence and
degree? For glass is in all things the outermodti@ast essence. For you shall know that all creatat
the end of the world, or on the last and comingygrdent of the last day, shall become glass oreyov
amethyst and this according to the families oftthelve Patriarchs, as in the families of jewelsabhi
Hermes the Great describes in his book: As we béalerately reported and taught in our book de 2aba
You shall also know that you shall receive the gerhoble red oil, which serves for the translatibn
metals in vain, if you pour acetum correctum ower Antimonium and extract the redness. Yes not even
by Reverberation, and even if its manifold Bealitiftlors show themselves, this will not make any
difference and is not the right way. You may indebthin and make an oil out of it, but it has nofeet



force and virtue for transmutation or translatidnhe imperfect metals into perfection itself. Thisu must
certainly know.

AND NOW WE PROCEED TO THE MANUAL LABOUR, AND THUS HE PRACTICA FOLLOWS.
Take in the Name of God and the Holy Trinity, famed well cleansed Antimonii ore, which looks nice,
white, pure and internally full of yellow rivulets veins. It may also be full of red and blue csland
veins, which will be the best. Pound and grind fme powder and dissolve in a water or Aqua Regis,

which will be described below, finely so that thater may conquer it. And note that you should iaket
quite soon after the solution so that the water oanguer it. And note that you should take it auite
soon after the solution so that the water will hagdime to damage it, since it quickly dissolves t
Antimonii Tincture. For in its nature our waterlile the ostrich, which by its heat digests andstones
all iron; for given time, the water would consurhand burn it to naught, so that it would only rémes
an idle yellow earth, and then it would be quiteikp
Consider by comparison Luna, beautiful clean ane pdissolved in this our water. And let it remain
therein for no more than a single night when théewis still strong and full of Spirit,
And | tell you, that your good Luna has then baemdamentally consumed and destroyed and brought to
nought in this our water.
And if you want to reduce it to a pure corpus agtian you will not succeed, but it will remain fgyu as
a pale yellow earth, and occasionally it may rugetber in the shape of a horn or white horseshbihw
may not be brought to a corpus by any art.
Therefore you must remember to take the Antimonbwtas soon as possible after the Solution, and
precipitate it and wash it after the custom ofalehemists, so that the matter with its perfectsoiiot
corroded and consumed by the water.
THE WATER; WHEREIN WE DISSOLVE THE ANTIMONIUM, IS MDE THUS:

Take Vitriol one and a half (alii 2. Ib.) Sal arni@none pound, Arinat (alii Alun) one half pounddl niter

one and a half pound, Sal gemmae (alii Sal commaomne)ound, Alumen crudum (alii Entali) one half
pound. These are the species that belong to anddshe taken for the Water to dissolve the Antinoomi
Take these Species and mix them well among eaehn,@thd distill from this a water, at first ratisowly.
For the Spiritus go with great force,, more thantimer strong waters. And beware of its spirits tfey
are subtle and harmful in their penetration.
When you now have the dissolved Antimony, cleanwali sweetened, and its sharp waters washed out,
so that you do not notice any sharpness any muea,gut into a clean vial and overpour it with adjo
distilled vinegar. Then put the vial in Fimum Equin, or Balneum Mariae, to putrefy forty (al.i fowdys
and nights, and it will dissolve and be extractedi &s blood. Then take it out and examine how much
remains to be dissolved, and decant the clear argj prhich will have a red colour, very cautiouisiio a
glass flask. Then pour fresh vinegar onto it, antlifonto Digestion as before, so that that whichy have
remained with the faecibus, it should thus havelartime to become dissolved. Then the faeces may be
discarded, for they are no longer useful, excepbéing scattered over the earth and thrown away.
Afterwards pour all the solutions together intolasg retort, put into Balneum Mariae, and disti# sharp
vinegar rather a fresh one, since the former wbeltbo weak, and the matter will very quickly beeom
dissolved by the vinegar. Distill it off again, @t the matter remains quite dry. Then take common
distilled water and wash away all sharpness, whahremained with the matter from the vinegar,thed
dry the matter in the sun, or otherwise by a gdfirde so that it becomes well dried. It will thbe fair to
behold, and have a bright red color. The Philoscphehen they have thus prepared our Antimonium in
secret, have remarked how its outermost naturgpan@r has collapsed into its interior, and itsriiote
thrown out and has now become an oil that liesdmndd its innermost and depth, well prepared aadye
And henceforth it cannot, unto the last judgembetbrought back to its first essence. And thisus,tfor
it has become so subtle and volatile, that as agdnsenses the power of fire, it flies away amake with
all its parts because of its volatility.
Several poor and common Laborers, when they haamaped the Antimonium thus, have taken one part
out, to take care of their expenses, so that thesy more easily do the rest of the work and comptete
They then mixed it with one part Salmiac, one étro (alii. Nitro, alii. Titro), one part Rebohatip
cleanse the Corpera, and then proceeded to pthjschixture onto a pure Lunam. And if the Luna was
one Mark, they found two and a half Loth good gafigr separation; sometimes even more. And thehnewit
they had accomplished a work providing for theijp@xses, so that they might even better expectamat
to the Great Work. And the foolish called this ambing into the Lunam, but they are mistaken. rarhs
gold is not brought in by the Spiritibus (alii. $pebus), but any Luna contains two Mark gold tolthéh,



some even more. But this gold is united to the kuradure to such a degree that it may not be seghra
from it, neither by Aquafort, nor by common Antimom, as the goldsmiths know. When however the just
mentioned mixture is thrown onto the Lunam in flthen such a separation takes place that the Luite
readily gives away her implanted gold either in Afqut or in Regal, and lets herself separate figm i
strikes it to the ground and precipitates it, whiatuld or might otherwise not happen. Therefoie iot a
bringing into the Lunam, but a bringing out of thena.

But we are coming back to our Proposito and purpbseir work, for we wish to have the Oil, whichsha
only been known and been acquainted with this nrggiand not by the foolish.

When you then have the Antimonium well rubified @ating to the above given teaching, then you shall
take a well rectified Spiritum vini, and pour itenthe red powder of Antimony, put it in a gentlglfeum
Mariae to dissolve for four days and nights, sa éverything becomes well dissolved. If however
something should remain behind, you overpour theesaith fresh Spiritu vini, and put it into the Balum
Mariae again, as said before, and everything shoetdme well dissolved. And in case there are some
more faeces there, but there should be very ldteethem away, for they are not useful for anythifige
Solutiones put into a glass retort, lute on a hath connect it to a receiver, also well luted geeive the
Spiritus. Put it into Balneum Mariae. Thereafteuymegin, in the Name of God, to distill very leislyrat a
gentle heat, until all the Spiritus Vini has comeio You then pour the same Spiritum that you tdresvn
off, back onto the dry matter, and distill it o\sgain as before. And this pouring on and distillirigagain,
you continue so often until you see the Spiritumi wiscend and go over the helm in all kinds of ardo
Then it is time to follow up with a strong fire,cha noble blood red Oleum will ascend, go through t
tube of the helm and drip into the recipient. Truahyjs is the most secret way of the Wise to digié very
highly praised oil of Antimonii, and it is a nobleowerful, fragrant oil of great virtue, as you Mikar
below in the following. But here | wish to teachdanstruct you who are poor and without means fzeek
the Great Work in another manner; not the way ti@emts did it by separating the gold from the Luna
Therefore take this oil, one lot, [ancient weighttwsed for the weighing of gold and silver coirabout
1/30 pound] eight lot of Saturn calcined accordimgrt, and carefully imbibe the oil, drop by dregile
continuously stirring the calx Saturni. Then pueit days and nights in the heat, in the furnaceofets,
and let the fire that this furnace contains, insesavery other day by one degree. The first twe gay
give it the first degree of fire, the second twgglgiou give it the second degree, and after foys @ad
nights you put it into the third degree of fire dadit remain there for three days and nightseAthese
three days you open the window of the fourth degmewhich likewise three days and nights showdd b
sufficient. Then take it out, and the top of théuBaus becomes very beautiful and of a reddistoyell
colour. This should be melted with Venetian Boré&#ken this has been done, you will find that thev@o
of our oil has changed it to good gold. Thus yoll again have subsistence, so that you may betferat
the Great Work. We now come back to our purposeevhe left it earlier. Above you have heard, and
have been told to distill the Spiritum vini withetldleum Antimonii over the helm into the recipiastwell
as the work of changing the Saturnum into gold. iy we wish to make haste and report about the
second tinctural work. Here it will be necessargéparate the Spiritum vini from the oil again, god
shall know that it is done thus:

Take the mixture of oil and wine spirit put it irdicretort, put on a helm, connect a receiver aadepit all
together into the Balneum Mariae. Then distillth# Spiritum vini from the oil, at a very gentleaheuntil
you are certain that no more Spiritus vini is tofdnend within this very precious oil. And this wile easy
to check; for when you see several drops of Spiiituascend over the helm and fall into the resipj this
is the sign that the Spiritus vini has become sapdrfrom the oil. Then remove the fire from thérga,
though it was very small, so that it may cool h# sooner. Now remove the recipient containing3pieitu
vini, and keep it in a safe place, for it is fullSpiritus which it has extracted from the oil aethined. It
also contains admirable virtues, as you will hesrehfter.

But in the Balneo you will find the blessed bloadi@leum Antimonii in the retort, which should b&ea
out very carefully. The helm must be very slowlynmred, taking care to soften and wash off the Lsde,
that no dirt falls down into the beautiful red aild makes it turbid. This oil you must store with a
possible precaution so that it receives no danfageyou now have a Heavenly Oil that shines onrl da
night and emits light as from a glowing coal. Ahe reason for this is that its innermost power soa
has become thrown out unto the outermost, andititeh soul is now revealed and shines through tine p
body as a light through a lantern: Just as on JudgéDay our present invisible and internal souls w
manifest through our clarified bodies, that in tifis are impure and dark, but the soul will thenrbvealed
and seen unto the outermost of the body, and hiitlesas the bright sun. Thus you now have two sépar



things: Both the Spirit of Wine full of force andowder in the arts of the human body: And then theded
red, noble, heavenly Oleum Antimonii, to translallediseases of the imperfect metals to the Pedieci
gold. And the power of the Spiritual Wine reachespfar and to great heights. For when it is righited
according to the Art of Medicine: | tell you, yoave a heavenly medicine to prevent and to curdradls
of diseases and ailments of the human body. Angsiés are thus, as follows:
AGAINST PODAGRA or GOUT
In the case of gout one should let three drophief3piritu vini, that has received the power & th
Antimony, fall into a small glass of wine. This hashe taken by the patient on an empty stomatteat
very moment in time when he sense the beginniragroral of his trouble, bodily ailment and pain. @
next day and afterwards on the third day it shalsd be taken and used in the same way. On theléiys
it takes away all pain, however great it may be, prevents swelling. On the second day it causygeat
that is very inconstant, viscous and thick, tha¢ksrand tastes quite sour and offensive, and saoastly
where the joints and limbs are attached. On thd thay, regardless of whether any medicine has been
taken, a purging takes place of the veins intdothweels, without any inconvenience, pain or griefid&his
demonstrates a great power of Nature.
AGAINST LEPROSY
To begin with the patient is given six drops oreampty stomach. And arrange it so that the uncleasom
is alone without the company of any healthy peopl@, separate and convenient place. For his wimdgy
will soon begin to smoke and steam with a stinkimigt or vapor. And on the second day his skin sidirt
to flake and much uncleanliness will detach itéelin his body. He should then have three more dafps
the medicine ready, which he should take and uselitude on the fourth day. Then on the eighthioth
day, by means of this medicine and through theolestof Divine mercy and blessing, he will be
completely cleansed and his health restored.
AGAINST APOPLEXIA OR STROKE
In the case of stroke, let a drop of the unadmikeaxture fall onto the tongue of the person in nef&d
once it will raise itself and distribute itself éilka mist or smoke, and rectify and dissolve thecktpart. But
if the stroke has hit the body or other membersHuaild be given three drops at the same timggiass
of good wine, as previously taught in the casearfdgjra.
AGAINST HYDROPE OR DROPSY
In the case of dropsy give one drop each day fodays in a row, in Aqua Melissae or Valerianae.tiin
seventh day give three drops in good wine. Thenahough.
AGAINST EPILEPSIA, CATALEPSIA, & ANALEPSIA.
In case of the falling sickness, give him two drapthe beginning of the Paroxismi in Aqua Salvae]
after three hours again two drops. This will sidfiBut if further symptoms should occur, then diim
two more drops as above.
AGAINST HECTIC
In case of consumption and dehydration, give him dnops in Aqua Violarum the first day. On the s&to
day, give him two more drops in good wine.
AGAINST FEVER
In cases of all kinds of hot fevers, give him thdeeps in a well distilled St. Johnswort water acl©rii at
the beginning of the Paroxismi. Early in the moghan the following day, again give him three draps
good wine on an empty stomach.
AGAINST PEST
In the case of pestilence give the patient sevepdin a good wine, and see to it that the infeptdon is
all by himself, and caused to sweat. Then thisgoisill, with Divine assistance, do him no harm.
FOR THE PROLONGATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A HEALTHY IFE.
Take and give at the beginning and entry of spnivigen the sun has entered the sign of Aries, twpsir
and at the beginning with God's help, be safe aotbpted against bad health and poisoned air, sitihes
incurred disease was predestined and fatally ingpapen man by the Almighty God.
But we now wish to proceed to the Oleum Antimomidats Power, and show how this oil may also help
the diseased and imperfect metallic bodies. TaltedrName of God, very pure refined gold, as much a
you want and think will suffice. Dissolve it in aatified Wine, prepared the way one usually makes
Aquam Vitae. And after the gold has become disshliat it digest for a month. Then put it into a
Balneum, and distill off the spiritum vini very sity and gently. Repeat this several times, as kmdjas
often until you see that your gold remains behintlindo as a sap. And such is the manner and apafio
several of the ancients on how this oil may aldp Hee diseased and imperfect metallic bodies.



Take, in the Name of God, very pure refined gotdimaich as you want and think will suffice. Dissoitve
in a rectified Wine, prepared the way one usualakes Aquam Vitae. And after the gold has become
dissolved, let it digest for a month. Then puntbia Balneum, and distill off the spiritum viniryeslowly
and gently. Repeat this several times, as longaaraften until you see that your gold remains ekimn
fundo as a sap. And such is the manner and opafisaveral of the ancients on how to prepare the. go
But | will show and teach you a much shorter, bietted more useful way. Viz. that you instead ofrsuc
prepared gold take one part Mercurii Solis, thegaration of which | have already taught in anottiace
by its proper process. Draw off its airy water Isattit becomes a subtle dust and calx. Then takepawts
of our blessed oil, and pour the oil very slowlyep by drop onto the dust of the Mercurii Solistilun
everything has become absorbed. Put it in a viall sealed, into a heat of the first degree ofaben of
secrets, and let it remain there for ten days agick® You will then see your powder and oil quitg,
such that it has become a single piece of dustotdckish grey colour. After ten days give it tleesnd
degree of heat, and the grey and black coloursiglivly change into a whiteness so that it becomaem
or less white. And at the end of these ten daysptatter will take on a beautiful rose white. Bhistmay
be ignored. For this colour is only due to the Meia Solis, that has swallowed up our blessedanit|
now covers it with the innermost part of its boBwyt by the power of the fire, our oil will againkxiue
such Mercurium Solis, and throw it into its inneshoAnd the oil with its very bright red colour Wwilile
over it and remain on the outside. Therefore tine, when twenty years (sic) have passed, thabypaun
the window of the third degree [The alchemical ®/bad small openings at different heights, by meéns
which the heat was regulated.] The external whiteur and force will then completely recede inwgrdl
and the internal red colour will, by the force béffire, become external. Keep also this degrdieeofor
ten days, without increase or decrease. You wélhtbee your powder, that was previously white, now
become very red. But for the time being this redmaay be ignored (is of no consequence), forstiils
unfixed and volatile; and at the end of these @ysdwhen the thirtieth day has passed, you stapdd
the last window of the fourth degree of fire, Liestay in this degree for another ten days, arsivibiy
bright red powder will begin to melt. Let it stayflux for these ten days. And when you take ityou
will find on the bottom a very bright red and trpagent stone, ruby colored, melted into the shédpleeo
vial. This stone may be used for Projection, ashiess taught in the tract on Vitriol. Praise Godtarnity
for this His high revelation, and thank Him in Etity. Amen.
ON THE MULTIPLICATION LAPIDIS STIBII.
The ancient sages, after they had discoveredttine @ind prepared it to perfect power and transiadf
the imperfect metals to gold, long sought to digca/way to increase the power and efficiency isf th
stone. And they found two ways to multiply it: Osea multiplication of its power, such that thersanay
be brought much further in its power of TransmuetatiAnd this multiplication is very subtle, the
description of which may be found in the Tract anlds The second multiplication is an Augmentum
guantitatis of the stone with its former powersirch a way that it neither loses any of its power,gains
any, but in such a manner that its weight increaselskeeps on increasing ever more, so that aesingl
ounce grows and increases to many ounces. To &cthisvincrease or Multiplication one has to praciee
the following manner: Take in the Name of God, ystane, and grind it to a subtle powder, and add as
much Mercurii Solis as was taught before. Put thiegether into a round vial, seal with sigillo Hextis,
and put it into the former oven exactly as taughktept that the time has to be shorter and less Row
where you previously used ten (alii thirty) daysuymay now not use more than four (alii ten) days.
other respects the work is exactly the same agddfraise and thank God the Almighty for His high
revelation, and diligently continue your prayersHis Almighty Mercy and Divine blessings of thisark
and Art as well as His granting you a good heatith fartuitous welfare. And moreover, take care glva
to help and counsel the poor.
LAVS DEO OMNIPOTENTI
NOTA.
He who wishes to know more about Antiomonio maysedinFr. Basilii Valentini, Triumphal Chariot of
Antimonii with comments by Theodor Kerckring, p..15

Turba Philosophorum (part 1)




The Turba Philosophorum.

The Epistle of Arisleus, prefixed to the Wordslod tSages, concerning the Purport of this BooktHer
Benefit of Posterity, and the same being as hdl@s:-

Arisleus, begotten of Pythagoras, a disciple ofdiseiples by the grace of thrice great Hermesnieg
from the seat of knowledge, unto all who come aftisheth health and mercy. | testify that my master
Pythagoras, the Italian, master of the wise andfdfithe Prophets, had a greater gift of God &nd o
Wisdom than was granted to any one after Hermesteftre he had a mind to assemble his disciples, wh
were now greatly increased, and had been congtitbhtechief persons throughout all regions for the
discussion of this most precious Art, that theirdgomight be a foundation for posterity. He then
commanded Iximidrus, of highest council, to befthst speaker, who said:-
The First Dictum.
Iximidrus Saith:- | testify that the beginning df things is a Certain Nature, which is perpetual,
coequalling all things, and that the visible nasureith their births and decay, are times whereiends to
which that nature brings them are beheld and surechddow, | instruct you that the stars are igneans,
are kept within bounds by the air. If the humidityd density of the air did not exist to separagefidomes
of the sun from living things, then the Sun woutthsume all creatures. But God has provided the
separating air, lest that which He has createdldHzriburnt up. Do you not: observe that the Suamih
rises in the heaven overcomes the air by its lagaltthat the warmth penetrates from the upperetdotiver
parts of the air? If, then, the air did not prebebteathe forth those winds whereby creaturegarerated,
the Sun by its heat would certainly destroy alt thees. But the Sun is kept in check by the ainjoh thus
conquers because it unites the heat of the Sus tmin heat, and the humidity of water to its own
humidity. Have you not remarked how tenuous wateirawn up into the air by the action of the hdat o
the Sun, which thus helps the water against it4etfie water did not nourish the air by such temio
moisture, assuredly the Sun would overcome theThi.fire, therefore, extracts moisture from theera
by means of which the air conquers the fire itsBfius, fire and water are enemies between whiate tise
no consanguinity, for the fire is hot and dry, the water is cold and moist. The air, which is wamad
moist, joins these together by its concording melinetween the humidity of water and the heatref fi
the air is thus placed to establish peace. rink j@oall how there shall arise a spirit from theueus
vapour of the air, because the heat being joingdedumour, there necessarily issues somethinmten
which will become a wind. For the heat of the Sumarts something tenuous out of the air, whichb als
becomes spirit and life to all creatures. All thiswever, is disposed in such manner by the wiof,
and a coruscation appears when the heat of théoBahes and breaks up a cloud.
The Turba saith:- Well hast thou described the &ken as thou knowest concerning it, and thou hast
believed the word of thy brother.
The Second Dictum.
Exumedrus saith:- | do magnify the air accordinghi® mighty speech of Iximidrus, for the work is
improved thereby. The air is inspissated, andalse made thin; it grows warm and becomes colé. Th
inspissation thereof takes place when it is diviokedeaven by the elongation of the Sun; its ratéda is
when, by the exaltation of the Sun in heaven, thbecomes warm and is rarefied. It is comparabth w
the complexion of Spring, in the distinction of &pwhich is neither warm nor cold. For accordinght®
mutation of the constituted disposition with theedhg distinctions of the soul, so is Winter adigr The
air, therefore, is inspissated when the Sun is wethdrom it, and then cold supervenes upon men.
Whereat the Turba said:- Excellently hast thou diesd the air, and given account of what thou kretwe
to be therein.
The Third Dictum.
Anaxagoras saith:- | make known that the beginwiihgll those things which God hath created is weigh
and proportion, for weight rules all things, and theight and spissitude of the earth is manifest in
proportion; but weight is not found except in bodynd know, all ye Turba, that the spissitude of fitnar
elements reposes in the earth; for the spissitéifieedalls into air, the spissitude of air, toget with the
spissitude received from the fire, falls into watée spissitude also of water, increased by tissipde of
fire and air, reposes in earth. Have you not olezkhow the spissitude of the four elements is dnafbin
earth! The same, therefore, is more inspissatadaha
Then saith the Turba:- Thou hast well spoken. Yehé earth is more inspissated than are the\\dsich,
therefore, is the most rare of the four elementsiamost worthy to possess the rarity of these”ou



He answereth:- Fire is the most rare among all thactunto cometh what is rare of these four. Busa
less rare than fire, because it is warm and maisile fire is warm and dry; now that which is waamnd
dry is more rare than the warm and moist.

They say unto him:- The which element is of lesgyghan air!

He answereth:- Water, since cold and moisture attegrein, and every cold humid is of less raftiprnta
warm humid.

Then do they say unto him:- Thou hast spoken tiMiyat, therefore, is of less rarity than water?

He answereth:- Earth, because it is cold and day that which is cold and dry is of less rarityrthhat
which is cold and moist.

Pythagoras saith:- Well have ye provided, O Sorth@Doctrine, the description of these four natpceit
of which God hath created all things. Blessed dfwee, is he who comprehends what ye have decléoed,
from the apex of the world he shall not find areirtton greater than his own! Let us, therefore, enak
perfect our discourse.

They reply:- Direct every one to take up our speadhrn. Speak thou, O Pandolfus!

The Fourth Dictum.

But Pandolfus saith:- | signify to posterity thatia a tenuous matter of water, and that it is separated
from it. It remains above the dry earth, to wig tir hidden in the water, which is under the edfttiis
air did not exist, the earth would not remain abtiheshumid water.

They answer:- Thou hast said well; complete, tteeefthy speech.

But he continueth:- The air which is hidden in teter under the earth is that which sustains thih dast
it should be plunged into the said water; and d@reover, prevents the earth from being overflowgthiat
water. The province of the air is, therefore, thuip and to make separation between diverse thihgsis
to say, water and earth, and it is constitutedax@maker between hostile things, namely, wateffiegd
dividing these, lest they destroy one another.

The Turba saith:- If you gave an illustration hdréowould be clearer to those who do not underdta
He answereth:- An egg is an illustration, for thefeur things are conjoined; the visible cortexsell
represents the earth, and the albumen, for white ipahe water. But a very thin inner cortexampd to
the outer cortex, representing, as | have signifiegbu, the separating medium between earth amerwa
namely, that air which divides the earth from thegevr. The yolk also of the egg represents firectimgex
which contains the yolk corresponds to that otlirewhich separates the water from the fire. Buythse
both one and the same air, namely, that which aggmthings frigid, the earth from the water, dvat t
which separates the water from the fire. But thveeloair is thicker than the upper air, and the ueis
more rare and subtle, being nearer to the fire thahower air. In the egg, therefore, are foundisi earth,
water, air, and fire. But the point of the Sunsehéour excepted, is in the centre of the yolk, @uglis the
chicken. Consequently, all philosophers in this heosellent art have described the egg as an exampl
which same thing they have set over their work.

The Fifth Dictum.

Arisleus saith:- Know that the earth is a hill arat a plain, for which reason the Sun does notrakoger
all the zones of the earth in a single hour; bittwere flat, the sun would rise in a moment aer whole
earth.

Parmenides saith:- Thou hast spoken briefly, Oléus

He answereth: Is there anything the Master hasitefthich bears witness otherwise? Yet | testifit thod
is one, having never engendered or been begotidrthat the head of all things after Him is eanH &re,
because fire is tenuous and light, and it rulethitigs on earth, but the earth, being ponderodggamss,
sustains all things which are ruled by fire.

The Sixth Dictum.

Lucas saith:- You speak only about four natured;each one of you observes something concernirsgthe
Now, | testify unto you that all things which Godth created are from these four natures, and thgsh
which have been created out of them return intm{Ha these living creatures are generated andadie,
all things take place as God hath predestinated.

Democritus, the disciple of Lucas, answereth:- Thast well spoken, O Lucas, when dealing with the f
natures!

Then saith Arisleus:- O Democritus, since thy kredge was derived from Lucas, it is presumption to
speak among those who are well acquainted withster!



Lucas answereth:- albeit Democritus received froentie science of natural things, that knowledge was
derived from the philosophers of the Indies andnftbe Babylonians; | think he surpasses thosesobWwn
age in this learning.

The Turba answereth:- When he attains to that ageilhgive no small satisfaction, but being in kisuth
he should keep silence.

The Seventh Dictum.

Lucusta saith:- All those creatures which have lestribed by Lucas are two only, of which one is
neither known nor expressed, except by piety,tfr mot seen or felt.

Pythagoras saith:- Thou hast entered upon a subfech, if completed, thou wilt describe subtlyatgt,
therefore, what is this thing which is neither fekten, nor known.

Then he:- It is that which is not known, becausthiga world it is discerned by reason without thients
thereof, which are sight, hearing, taste, smet, tanch. O Crowd of the Philosophers, know youthat it
Is only sight which can distinguish white from taand hearing only which can discriminate betwaen
good and bad word! Similarly, a wholesome odouncaive separated by reason from one which is fetid,
except through the sense of smell, nor can sweebediscriminated from bitterness save by means of
taste, nor smooth from rough unless by touch.

The Turba answereth:- Thou hast well spoken, yst th@u omitted to treat of that particular thingigh is
not known, or described, except by reason and .piety

Saith he:- Are ye then in such haste! Know thatctteature which is cognised in none of these fiagsis
a sublime creature, and, as such, is neither seefelt, but is perceived by reason alone, of whiedson
Nature confesses that God is a partaker.

They answer:- Thou hast spoken truly and excelfentl

And he:- | will now give a further explanation. Kwdhat this creature, that is to say, the worldhfza
light, which is the Sun, and the same is more sub#n all other natures, which light is so ordehed
living beings may attain to vision. But if this gleblight were removed, they would become darkened,
seeing nothing, except the light of the moon, athefstars, or of fire, all which are derived frtm light
of the Sun, which causes all creatures to give.ligbr this God has appointed the Sun to be the b§the
world, by reason of the attenuated nature of the 8ad know that the sublime creature before meetib
has no need of the light of this Sun, because timeisSbeneath that creature, which is more sulideraore
lucid. This light, which is more lucid than theHhigof the Sun, they have taken from the light ofiGe@hich
is more subtle than their light. Know also that theated world is composed of two dense thingstand
rare things, but nothing of the dense is in thdisigbcreature. Consequently the Sun is rarer thlan a
inferior creatures.

The Turba answereth:- Thou hast excellently desdribhat thou hast related. And if, good Masterutho
shalt utter anything whereby our hearts may bdfieij which now are mortified by folly, thou wilbafer
upon us a great boon!

The Eighth Dictum.

Pythagoras saith:- | affirm that God existed befdt¢hings, and with Him was nothing, as He wa#rat.
But know, all ye Philosophers, that | declare thisrder that | may fortify your opinion concernittgese
four elements and arcana, as well as in the scéathegeof, at which no one can arrive save by tiHeofv
God. Understand, that when God was alone, He ddate things- fire, air, water, and earth, outadfich
things He afterwards created all others, both thdirme and the inferior, because He predestinatad f
the beginning that all creatures extracted fromewshould multiply and increase, that they mighetimn
the world and perform His judgments therein. Consedjy, before all, He created the four elemenis, o
of which He afterwards created what He willed, isab say, diverse creatures, some of which were
produced from a single element.

The Turba saith:- Which are these, O Master!

And he:- They are the angels, whom He created fofiteo

But the Turba:- Which, then, are created out ofawo

And he:- Out of the elements of fire and air areghn, moon, and stars composed. Hence the amgels a
more lucid than the sun, moon, and stars, bectieseare created from one substance, which is kessed
than two, while the sun and the stars are created & composition of fire and air.

The Turba saith:- And what concerning the creatibHeaven?

Then he:- God created the Heaven out of water andiaence this is also composed of two, namely, th
second of the rarer things, which is air, and #mad of the denser things, which is water.



And they:- Master, continue thy discourse concegiivese three, and rejoice our hearts with thyrggyi
which are life to the dead.

But the other answereth:- | notify to you that Gadh further made creatures out of three and ofduof
out of three are created flying things, beasts,\ag®tables; some of these are created out of vateand
earth, some out of fire, air, and earth.

But the Turba saith:- Distinguish these divers ttness one from another.

And he:- Beasts are created out of fire, air, aarthe dying things out of fire, air, and water, &ase flying
things, and all among vegetables which have atspie created out of water, while all brute ansraxke
from earth, air, and fire. Yet in vegetables thereo fire, for they are created out of earth, waded air.
Whereat the Turba saith:- Let us assume that afith your reverence's pardon, does reside in tedodges.
And he:- Ye have spoken the truth, and | affirnt thay contain fire.

And they:- Whence is that fire?

He answereth:- Out of the heat of the air whictoiscealed therein; for | have signified that a fivie is
present in the air, but the elementary fire conogrmhich you were in doubt is not produced, exdept
things which have spirit and soul. But out of felements our father Adam and his sons were cretitad,
is, of fire, air, water, and likewise earth. Undarsl, all ye that are wise, how everything whictd®ath
created out of one essence dies not until the Daydgment. The definition of death is the disjimttof
the composite, but there is no disjunction of thiaich is simple, for it is one. Death consistsha t
separation of the soul from the body, because anytfbrmed out of two, three, or four componentssimu
disintegrate, and this is death. Understand, forthat no complex substance which lacks fire eiaks,
or sleeps, because in all things which have atdpeiis that which eats.

The Turba answereth:- How is it, Master, that thgeds, being created of fire, do not eat, seeiog th
assertest that fire is that which eats!

And he: Hence ye doubt, each having his opiniod,y@nare become opponents, but if ye truly knew the
elements, ye would not deny these things. | agitteall whose judgment it is that simple fire eats, but
thick fire. The angels, therefore, are not creatatdof thick fire, but out of the thinnest of vahin fire;
being created, then, of that which is most simple exceedingly thin, they neither eat, drink, neep.
And the Turba:- Master, our faculties are abledwcpive, for by God's assistance we have exhatisyed
sayings, but our faculties of hearing and of sayletunable to carry such great things. May God méwa
thee for the sake of thy disciples, since it iqwtite object of instructing future generations thau hast
summoned us together from our countries, the reeasg of which thou wilt not fail to receive frormeth
Judge to come.

Arisleus saith:- Seeing that thou hast gatheredgesther for the advantage of posterity, | thinkttho
explanations will be more useful than definitiofistmse four elements which thou hast taught wetain.
And he:- None of you are, | suppose, ignorant #ifiahe Wise have propounded definitions in God.
The Turba answereth:- Should your disciples pass anything, it becomes you, O Master, to avoid
omissions for the sake of future generations.

And he:- If it please you, | will begin the disptieh here, since envious men in their books haparsted
that, or otherwise | will put it at the end of theok.

Whereat the Turba saith:- Place it where you thtimkll be dearest for future generations.

And he:- | will place it where it will not be recoiged by the foolish, nor ignored by the Sons ef th
Doctrine, for it is the key, the perfection and éral.

The Ninth Dictum.

Eximenus saith:- God hath created all things byisd, having said unto them: Be, and they wereenad
with the four other elements, earth, water, aid e, which He coagulated, and things contraryewe
commingled, for we see that fire is hostile to wateater hostile to fire, and both are hostile aotle and
air. Yet God hath united them peacefully, so thaytlove one another. Out of these four elements,
therefore, are all things created- heaven andhttuaé thereof; the angels; the sun, moon. and; garth
and sea, with all things that are in the sea, whideed are various, and not alike, for their regurave
been made diverse by God, and also the creatiarighB diversity is more than | have stated; edch o
these natures is of diverse nature, and by a legfidiversities is the nature of each diverse. Nioiw
diversity subsists in all creatures, because thenewreated out of diverse elements. Had they besated
out of one element, they would have been agreatgres. But diverse elements being here mingley, th
lose their own natures, because the dry being miaidthe humid and the cold combined with the hot,
become neither cold nor hot; so also the humiddmiixed with the dry becomes neither dry nor humid.
But when the four elements are commingled, thegegand thence proceed creatures which never &ttain



perfection, except they be left by night to putrafd become visibly corrupt. God further compleied
creation by means of increase, food, life, and guwent. Sons of the Doctrine, not without purpoaechl
described to you the disposition of these four elets, for in them is a secret arcanum; two of theen
perceptible to the sense of touch and vision, drtdese the operation and virtue are well knowresghare
earth and water. But there are two other elemehishaare neither visible nor tangible, which yield
naught, whereof the place is never seen, nor airedperations and force known, save in the former
elements, namely, earth and water; now when thediemments are not commingled, no desire of men is
accomplished. But being mixed, departing from tlo@n natures, they become another thing. Over these
let us meditate very carefully.

And the Turba:- Master, if you speak, we will giveed to Your words.

Then he:- | have now discoursed, and that welilllspeak only useful words which ye will follow as
spoken. Know, all present, that no true tinctureméle except from our copper. Do not thereforeaegh
your brains and your money, lest ye fill your heavith sorrow. | will give you a fundamental axiothat
unless you turn the aforesaid copper into white, make visible coins and then afterwards againiturn
into redness, until a Tincture: results, verily,agomplish nothing. Burn therefore the copperakiieup,
deprive it of its blackness by cooking, imbuingdavashing, until the same becomes white. Thenitule
The Tenth Dictum.

Arisleus saith:- Know that the key of this worklie art of Coins. Take, therefore, the body whiblave
shewn to you and reduce it to thin tablets. Nexherse the said tablets in the Water of our Sea;hwii
permanent Water, and, after it is covered, setét @ gentle fire until the tablets are melted badome
waters or Etheliae, which are one and the samg.tMix, cook, and simmer in a gentle fire until Brom
is produced, like to Saginatum. Then stir in itsevaf Etheliae until it be coagulated, and thensoi
become variegated, which we call the Flower of &k it, therefore, until it be deprived of blaelss,
and the whiteness appear. Then rub it, mix withGoen of Gold, and cook until it becomes red Etkelia
Use patience in pounding lest you become wearyuénthe Ethelia with its own water, which has
preceded from it, which also is Permanent Wateti| tie same becomes red. This, then, is Burnt €opp
which is the Leaven of Gold and the Flower ther&afok the same with Permanent Water, which is
always with it, until the water be dried up. Contirthe operation until all the water is consumed, i&
becomes a most subtle powder.

The Eleventh Dictum.

Parmenides saith:- Ye must know that envious mee Haalt voluminously with several waters, brodiums
stones, and metals, seeking to deceive all youaghaoe after knowledge. Leave, therefore, all thasd
make the white red, out of this our copper, taldogper and lead, letting these stand for the gremse
blackness, and tin for the liquefaction. Know yetlier, that unless ye rule the Nature of Trutll an
harmonize well together its complexions and contjmss, the consanguineous with the consanguineous,
and the first with the first, ye act improperly agffect nothing, because natures will meet theiuness,
follow them, and rejoice. For in them they putrafyd are generated, because Nature is ruled byéatur
which destroys it, turns it into dust, reducesdathing, and finally herself renews it, repeats, iequently
produces the same. Therefore look in books, thatae know the Nature of Truth, what putrefies itlan
what renews, what savour it possesses, what naighlitnaturally has, and how they love each othew
also after love enmity and corruption intervenal how these natures should be united one to anattter
made at peace, until they become gentle in therfisgmilar fashion. Having, therefore, noticed fhets in
this Art, set your hands to the work. If indeed ky@w not the Natures of Truth, do not approachwbek,
since there will follow nothing but harm, disast@nd sadness. Consider, therefore, the teachitigeof
Wise, how they have declared the whole work in shiging:- Nature rejoices in Nature, and Nature
contains Nature. In these words there is shewh famto you the whole work. Leave, therefore, mddifo
and superfluous things, and take quicksilver, ctagun the body of Magnesia, in Kuhul, or in Sulph
which does not burn; make the same nature whitkpéace it upon our Copper, when it becomes white.
And if ye cook still more, it becomes red, whegéfproceed to coction, it becomes gold. | tell jioat it
turns the sea itself into red and the colour ofigiinow ye also that gold is not turned into rednesve by
Permanent Water, because Nature rejoices in NaReeuce, therefore, the same by means of cooking
into a humour, until the hidden nature appeathHrefore, it be manifested externally, seven timdzie
the same with water, cooking, imbuing, and washimgil it become red. O those celestial natures,
multiplying the natures of truth by the will of Glo@ that potent Nature, which overcame and congliere
natures, and caused its natures to rejoice anthdéThis, therefore, is that special and spirituature to
which the God thereof can give what fire cannom$amuently, we glorify and magnify that [specidisqn



which nothing is more precious in the true tincfurethe like in the smallest degree to be fourtdsTs
that truth which those investigating wisdom lover when it is liquefied with bodies, the highesegtion
is effected. If ye knew the truth, what great thagk would give me! Learn, therefore, that while ywe
tingeing the cinders, you must destroy those tratdxed. For it overcomes those which are mixed, a
changes them to its own colour. And as it visiblgi@ame the surface, even so it mastered theanteri
And if one be volatile but the other endure the,feither joined to the other endures the fire.Wadso,
that if the vapours have whitened the surfacegy, Wik certainly whiten the interiors. Know furtheall ye
seekers after Wisdom, that one matter overcomeasdod our Sulphur alone consumes all things.

The Turba answereth: Thou hast spoken excellerdly ® Parmenides, but thou hast not demonstrated t
disposition of the smoke to posterity, nor how $hene is whitened!

The Twelfth Dictum.

Lucas saith: | will speak at this time, followinlget steps of the ancients. Know, therefore, allegksrs
after Wisdom, that this treatise is not from thgibaing of the ruling! Take quicksilver, which i®m the
male, and coagulate according to custom. Obseatd #m speaking to you in accordance with custom,
because it has been already coagulated. Herefdaheris not the beginning of the ruling, but | grabe
this method, namely, that you shall take the quidésfrom the male, and shall either impose upon,i
tin, or governed copper, and it will be whitenechi¥¥ Magnesia is made in the same way, and the imale
converted with it. But forasmuch as there is aateraffinity between the magnet and the iron, tfosee
our nature rejoices.) Take, then, the vapour whiehAncients commanded you to take, and cook thresa
with its own body until tin is produced. Wash awsyblackness according to custom, and cleanse and
roast at an equable fire until it be whitened. 8ugry body is whitened with governed quicksilver, f
Nature converts Nature. Take, therefore, Magn&gater of Alum, Water of Nitre, Water of the Seagan
Water of Iron; whiten with smoke.: Whatsoever ysigeto be whitened is whitened with this smoke,
because it is itself white, and whitens all thingsx, therefore, the said smoke with its faeceslitnbe
coagulated and become excessively white. Roaswttite copper till it germinates of itself, sindest
Magnesia when whitened does not suffer the spgiesscape, or the shadow of copper to appear, becau
Nature contains Nature. Take, therefore, all yesSurihe Doctrine, the white sulphureous naturdtemh
with salt and dew, or with the Flower of White Sailttil it become excessively white. And know yegtt
the Flower of White Salt is Ether from Ethelia. Td@me must be boiled for seven days, till it shalome
like gleaming marble, for when it has reached thisdition it is a very great Arcanum, seeing thalpBur
is mixed with Sulphur, whence an excellent workésomplished, by reason of the affinity betweemthe
because natures rejoice in meeting their own natlrake, therefore, Mardek and whiten the same with
Gadenbe, that is, wine and vinegar, and Permanaten\Roast and coagulate until the whole does not
liquefy in a fire stronger than its own, namelye flormer fire. Cover the mouth of the vessel sdgubeit
let it be associated with its neighbour, that ityrkandle the whiteness thereof, and beware lesfitbe
blaze up, for in this case it becomes red premigtuaad this will profit you nothing, because ireth
beginning of the ruling you require the white. Aftards coagulate the same until you attain thelred.
your fire be gentle in the whitening, until coagdida take place. Know that when it is coagulatedcatt it
the Soul, and it is more quickly converted fromunatinto nature. This, therefore, is sufficient floose
who deal with the Art of Coins, because one thirakes it but many operate therein. For ye need not a
number of things, but one thing only, which in eadd every grade of your work is changed into agroth
nature.

The Turba saith: Master, if you speak as the Waseelspoken, and that briefly, they will follow yadno

do not wish to be wholly shut in with darkness.

The Thirteenth Dictum.

Pythagoras saith:- We posit another governmenttwisioiot from another root, but it differs in named
know, all ye seekers after this Science and Wisdbat,whatsoever the envious may have enjoinekeiim t
books concerning the composition of natures whireatogether, in savour there is only one, atbeit
sight they are as diverse as possible. Know, #tsd the thing which they have described in so maays
follows and attains its companion without fire, e\as the magnet follows the iron, to which the $hidg

is not vainly compared, nor to a seed, nor to aimdor it is also like unto these. And this sathing,
which follows its companion without fire, causesny&olours to appear when embracing it, for this
reason, that the said one thing enters into eagiyrren, and is found everywhere, being a stoneatsud
not a stone; common and precious; hidden and ctetbeget known by everyone; of one name and of
many names, which is the Spume of the Moon. Thisesttherefore, is not a stone, because it is more



precious; without it Nature never operates anythitsghame is one, yet we have called it by manpem
on account of the excellence of its nature.

The Turba answereth:- O! Master! wilt thou not ni@misome of those names for the guidance of se®kers
And he:- It is called White Ethelia, White Coppand that which flies from the fire and alone wh#en
copper. Break up, therefore, the White Stone, dedveards coagulate it with milk. Then pound thé&da
the mortar, taking care that the humidity doesesafape from the vessel; but coagulate it in thealestil
it shall become a cinder. Cook also with Spumewid.and regulate. For ye shall find the stone brpke
and already imbued with its own water. This, therefis the stone which we call by all names, which
assimilates the work and drinks it, and is the stout of which also all colours appear. Take, toees
that same gum, which is from the scoriae, and niilk einder of calx, which you have ruled, and wiitle
faeces which you know, moistening with permanertewd hen look and see whether it has become a
powder, but if not, roast in a fire stronger thhe first fire, until it be pounded. Then imbue with
permanent water, and the more the colours vathelimore suffer them to be heated. Know, moreover,
that if you take white quicksilver, or the Spumd.aha, and do as ye are bidden, breaking up witbrale
fire, the same is coagulated, and becomes a Sfanef this stone, therefore, when it is brokenmpny
colours will appear to you. But herein, if any aguity occur to you in our discourse, do as ye ddddn,
ruling the same until a white and coruscating stimal be produced, and so ye find your purpose.
The Fourteenth Dictum.

Acsubofen saith:- Master, thou hast spoken witleowty, even as became thee, and for the same may God
reward thee!

Pythagoras saith:- May God also deliver thee, Aoty from envy!

Then he:- Ye must know, O Assembly of the Wiset shdphurs are contained in sulphurs, and humidity
humidity.

The Turba answereth:- The envious, O Acsubofere liered something like unto this! Tell us, theref
what is this humidity?

And he:- Humidity is a venom, and when venom pextetra body, it tinges it with an invariable colour
and in no wise permits the soul to be separatad fhe body, because it is equal thereto. Concetthiisg
the envious have said: When one flies and the gthesues, then one seizes upon the other, andvaftis
they no longer flee, because Nature has laid hiild equal, after the manner of an enemy, and they
destroy one another. For this reason, out of thghsueous mixed sulphur is produced a most precious
colour, which varies not, nor flees from the finhen the soul enters into the interior of the badg holds
the body together and tinges it. | will repeat noras in Tyrian dye. Take the Animal which is called
Kenckel, since all its water is a Tyrian colourdanle the same with a gentle fire, as is customamtil it
shall become earth, in which there will be a litttdour. But if you wish to obtain the Tyrian tince, take
the humidity which that thing has ejected, and @liat¢herewith gradually in a vessel, adding tivatttre
whereof the colour was disagreeable to you. Thek @dth that same marine water until it shall beeom
dry. Afterwards moisten with that humour, dry gralilyy and cease not to imbue it, to cook, and tg dr
until it be imbued with all its humour. Then leavéor several days in its own vessel, Until thesino
precious Tyrian colour shall come out from it te gurface. Observe how | describe the regimen b yo
Prepare it with the urine of boys, with water o #ea, and with permanent clean water, so thaythe
tinged, and decoct with a gentle fire, until thadikness altogether shall depart from it, and wdmly
pounded. Decoct, therefore, in its own humour untlothe itself with a red colour. But if ye wish bring
it to the Tyrian colour, imbue the same with condhwater, and mix, as ye know to be sufficient,
according to the rule of sight; mix the same wighrpanent water sufficiently, and decoct until issorb
the water. Then wash with the water of the sea lwttiou hast prepared, which is water of desicceadd
cook until it imbibe its own moisture; and do thisy by day. | tell you that a colour will thencepepr to
you the like of which the Tyrians have never matled if ye wish that it should be a still more exalt
colour, place the gum in the permanent water, whith ye shall dye it alternately, and afterwards
desiccate in the sun. Then restore to the aforegatier and the black Tyrian colour is intensifigdit
know that ye do not tinge the purple colour exdsptold. Take, therefore, water which is of theunatof
cold, and steep wool therein until it extract thecé of the tincture from the water. Know also et
Philosophers have called the force which proceemn that water the Flower. Seek, therefore, yotarin
in the said water; therein place what is in theseéfor days and nights, until it be clothed witmast
precious Tyrian colour.

The Fifteenth Dictum.



Frictes saith:- O all ye seekers after Wisdom, kitioat the foundation of this Art, on account of afi
many have perished, is one only. There is one thinigh is stronger than all natures, and more subliin
the opinion of philosophers, whereas with fools inore common than anything. But for us it isiagh
which we reverence. Woe unto all ye fools! How igartd are ye of this Art, for which ye would dieyd
knew it! | swear to you that if kings were familiaith it, none of us would ever attain this thitghow
this nature changeth body into spirit! O how adivligais Nature, how she presides over all, and @mes
alll

Pythagoras saith:- Name this Nature, O Frictes!

And he:- It is a very sharp vinegar, which makekl gato sheer spirit, without which vinegar, neithe
whiteness, nor blackness, nor redness, nor rugbeamade. And know ye that when it is mixed with th
body, it is contained therein, and becomes onettidr; it turns the same into a spirit, and tingdth a
spiritual and invariable tincture, which is inddéibKnow, also, that if ye place the body overfine
without vinegar, it will be burnt and corrupted. d\know, further, that the first humour is cold. &eeful,
therefore, of the fire, which is inimical to coliccordingly, the Wise have said: "Rule gently uttti
sulphur becomes incombustible." The Wise men hiready shewn to those who possess reason the
disposition of this Art, and the best point of th&rt, which they mentioned, is, that a little bfg sulphur
burns a strong body. Accordingly they veneratad aame it in the beginning of their book, andgsba of
Adam thus described it. For this vinegar burnshibéy, converts it into a cinder, and also whitdres t
body, which, if ye cook well and deprive of blackegis changed into a stone, so that it becomemadt
most intense whiteness. Cook, therefore, the atatikit be disintegrated, and then dissolve amapter
with water of the sea. Know also, that the begigrofithe whole work is the whitening, to which seeds
the redness, finally the perfection of the workt after this, by means of vinegar, and by the ofilGcd,
there follows a complete perfection, Now, | havewsh to you, O disciples of this Turba, the disposibf
the one thing, which is more perfect, more preciansl more honourable, than all natures, and | steea
you by God that | have searched for a long timiedoks so that | might arrive at the knowledge & tine
thing, while | prayed also to God that he woulcctemne what it is. My prayer was heard, He shewed me
clean water, whereby | knew pure vinegar, and theerhdid read books, the more was | illuminated.
The Sixteenth Dictum.

Socrates saith:- Know, O crowd of those that stithain of the Sons of the Doctrine, that no tinetcan
be produced without Lead, which possesses thereshjuirtue. Have ye not seen how thrice-great Herme
infused the red into the body, and it was changtman invariable colour? Know, therefore, thatfiret
virtue is vinegar, and the second is the Lead a€lwthe Wise have spoken, which if it be infusetd iall
bodies, renders all unchangeable, and tinges thigmaw invariable colour. Take, therefore, Leadakhis
made out of the stone called Kuhul; let it be &f tiest quality, and let it be cooked till it becanack.
Then pound the same with Water of Nitre until itk like grease, and cook again in a very briglat
until the spissitude of the body is destroyed vager being rejected. Kindle, therefore, aboventtl the
stone becomes clean, abounding in precious meidlexceedingly white. Pound it afterwards with dew
and the sun, and with sea and rain water for 3%,day 10 days with salt water, and 10 days widslfr
water, when ye shall find the same like to a mietatione. Cook the same once more with water o nit
until it become tin by liquefaction. Again cook it be deprived of moisture, and become dry. Bubw
that when it becomes dry it drinks up what remaifiss humour swiftly, because it is burnt leadk&a
care, however, lest it be burnt. Thus we calléoimbustible sulphur. Pound the same with the skarpe
vinegar, and cook till it becomes thick, takingecést the vinegar be changed into smoke and perish
continue this coction for 150 days. Now, therefdieave demonstrated the disposition of the wisitel|

all which afterwards follows being no more than vas work and child's play. Know, also, that the
arcanum of the work of gold proceeds out of theenaaid the female, but | have shewn you the mateein
lead, while, in like manner, | have discoveredyfou the female in orpiment. Mix, therefore, theiorgnt
with the lead, for the female rejoices in receivihg strength of the male, because she is assigtdte
male. But the male receives a tingeing spirit fittin female. Mix them, therefore, together, place giass
vessel, and pound with Ethelia and very sharp @nempok for seven days, taking care lest the anwan
smoke away, and leave throughout the night. By ivish it to put on mud (colour), seeing thasit i
already dry, again imbue with vinegar. Now, therefd have notified to you the power of orpimenhieth
is the woman by whom is accomplished the most grestnum. Do not shew these unto the evil, for they
will laugh. It is the Ethelia of vinegar which itaped in the preparation, by which things God prsfehe
work, whereby also spirits take possession of tmdiad they become spiritual.

The Seventeenth Dictum.



Zimon saith:- O Turba of Philosophers and disciphesv hast thou spoken about making into white,itout
yet remains to treat concerning the reddening! Kradlwe seekers after this Art, that unless yetevhiye
cannot make red, because the two natures are gatttier than red and white. Whiten, therefore réug
and redden the white! Know, also, that the yeaigled into four seasons; the first season is foigéed
complexion, and this is Winter; the second is ef tbmplexion of air, and this is Spring; then falothe
third, which is summer, and is of the complexiorfi; lastly, there is the fourth, wherein fruase
matured, which is Autumn. In this manner, therefgeeare to rule your natures, namely, to dissilve
winter, to cook in spring, to coagulate in sumnagd to gather and tinge the fruit in autumn. Haying
therefore, given this example, rule the tingeintures, but if ye err, blame no one save yourselves.
The Turba answereth:- Thou hast treated the maxtteemely well; add, therefore, another teachinthisf
kind for the sake of posterity.

And he:- | will speak of making lead red. Take topper which the Master ordered you to take at the
beginning of his book, combine lead therewith, aadk it until it becomes thick; congeal also and
desiccate until it becomes red. Here certainlpésRed Lead of which the wise spake; copper aritl lea
become a precious stone; mix them equally, let beldoasted with them, for this, if ye rule wekkdomes
a tingeing spirit in spirits. So when the male #melfemale are conjoined there is not producedatii®
wife, but a spiritual composite. From the compogiraed into a red spirit is produced the beginmhthe
world. Behold this is the lead which we have cafRstl Lead, which is of our work, and without which
nothing is effected!

The Eighteenth Dictum.

Mundus saith to the Turba:- The seekers afterAhisnust know that the Philosophers in their bobase
described gum in many ways, but it is none othen thermanent water, out of which our precious siene
generated. O how many are the seekers after this giod how few there are who find it! Know thassthi
gum is not ameliorated except by gold alone. Ferdlbe very many who investigate these applications
and they find certain things, yet they cannot sodtee labours because they are diminished. But the
applications which are made out of the gum andbbthie honourable stone, which has already held the
tincture, they sustain the labours, and are neweinghed. Understand, therefore, my words, foill w
explain unto you the applications of this gum, #rmlarcanum existing therein. Know ye that our ggim
stronger than gold, and all those who know it dla iomore honourable than gold, yet gold we also
honour, for without it the gum cannot be improv@dir gum, therefore, is for Philosophers more pregio
and more sublime than pearls, because out of guimanlittle gold we buy much. Consequently, the
Philosophers, when committing these things to mgithat the same might not perish, have not s#t for
their books the manifest disposition, lest everg should become acquainted therewith, and having
become familiar to fools, the same would not gadtia small price. Take, therefore, one part efrtiost
intense white gum; one part of the urine of a whiH; one part of the gall of a fish; and one pdrthe
body of gum, without which it cannot be improvedxrhese portions and cook for forty days. Whers¢he
things have been done, congeal by the heat ofuthdéilsthey are dried. Then cook the same, mixadth w
milk of ferment, until the milk fail; afterwards &&ct it, and until it become dry evaporate thesnhok by
heat. Then mix it with milk of the fig, and cookliit that moisture be dried up in the compositéjai
afterwards mix with milk of the root of grass, aghin cook until it be dry. Then moisten it with
rainwater, then sprinkle with water of dew, andlcaatil it be dried. Also imbue with permanent wate
and desiccate until it become of the most intemgrass. Having done these things: mix the same tivith
gum which is equipped with all manner of coloursd @ook strongly until the whole force of the water
perish; and the entire body be deprived of its tlityi while ye imbue the same by cooking, until the
dryness thereof be kindled. Then dismiss for fdays. Let it remain in that trituration or decogtimtil

the spirit penetrate the body. For by this regirenspirit is made corporeal, and the body is chdngto

a spirit. Observe the vessel, therefore, lest timeposition fly and pass off in fumes. These thibgimg
accomplished, open the vessel, and ye will find Wisich ye purposed. This, therefore, is the arocané
gum, which the Philosophers have concealed in busks.

The Nineteenth Dictum.

Dardaris saith:- It is common knowledge that thestdes before us have described Permanent Water, Now
it behoves one who is introduced to this Art telpt nothing till he is familiar with the power thiis
Permanent Water, and in commixture, contrition, iedwhole regimen, it behoves us to use invariably
this famous Permanent Water. He, therefore, wha doeunderstand Permanent Water, and its
indispensable regimen, may not enter into this Betause nothing is effected without the Permanent
Water. The force thereof is a spiritual blood, wtethe Philosophers have called it Permanent Water,



having pounded it with the body, as the Mastersigefne have explained to you, by the will of God it
turns that body into spirit. For these, being mixegkether and reduced to one, transform each dtier;
body incorporates the spirit, and the spirit inaogtes the body into tinged spirit, like blood. Axrtbw ye,
that whatsoever hath spirit the same hath bloaz adswell. Remember, therefore, this arcanum!

The Twentieth Dictum.

Belus saith:- O disciples, ye have discoursed éxutty!

Pythagoras answers:- Seeing that they are philesep® Belus, why hast thou called them disciples?
He answereth:- It is in honour of their Mastert leshould make them equal with him.

Then Pythagoras saith:- Those who, in conjunctiigh ws, have composed this book which is called the
Turba, ought not to be termed disciples.

Then he:- Master, they have frequently describedhBieent Water, and the making of the White and the
Red in many ways, albeit under many names; butdrmodes after which they have conjoined weights,
compositions, and regimens, they agree with thddridruth. Behold, what is said concerning thigpdesi
thing! A report has gone abroad that the Hiddenystd the Philosophers is a stone and not a stome,
that it is called by many names, lest the foolistudd recognise it, Certain wise men have desighiate
after one fashion, namely, according to the plabere it is generated; others have adopted another,
founded upon its colour, some of whom have termétei Green Stone; by other some it is called tha&
of the most intense Spirit of Brass, not to be mixgth bodies; by yet others its description hasrbe
further varied, because it is sold for coins bydapes who are called saven; some have namediin8mf
Luna; some have distinguished it astronomicallgrithmetically; it has already received a thoustittes,
of which the best is: "That which is produced olutnetals.” So also others have called it the Hebtthe
Sun, and yet others have declared it to be thatiwisibrought forth out of quicksilver with the knibf
volatile things.

The Twenty-first Dictum.

Pandolfus saith:- O Belus, thou hast said so moakearning the despised stone that thou hast I&fiing
to be added by thy brethren! Howsoever, | teachepibg that this despised stone is a permanentryaitel
know, all ye seekers after Wisdom, that permanextemis water of mundane life, because, verily,
Philosophers have stated that Nature rejoices taraNature contains Nature, and Nature overcomes
Nature. The Philosophers have constituted thistshictum the principle of the work for reasonable
persons. And know ye that no body is more prectysurer than the Sun, and that no tingeing verism:
generated without the Sun and its shadow. He, filnerewho attempts to make the venom of the
Philosophers without these, already errs, anddl&nfinto that pit wherein his sadness remaing.hgu
who has tinged the venom of the wise out of the &uhits shadow has arrived at the highest Arcanum.
Know also that our coin when it becomes red, iledajold; he, therefore, who knows the hidden Camba
of the Philosophers, to him is the Arcanum alreslpaled.

The Turba answereth:- Thou hast even now intelljgilescribed this stone, yet thou hast not narrised
regimen nor its composition. Return, thereforeghdescription.

He saith:- | direct you to take an occult and hoable arcanum, which is White Magnesia, and theesam
mixed and pounded with wine, but take care not aseruse of this except it be pure and clean; fmall
place it in its vessel, and pray God that He maygyou the sight of this very great stone. Thavkco
gradually, and, extracting, see if it has becorbtaek stone, in which case ye have ruled excellemdll.
But rule it thus for the white, which is a greatamum, until it becomes Kuhul, closed up with blaess,
which blackness see that it does not remain lotigar forty days. Pound the same, therefore, with it
confections, which are the said flower of coppetdaf the Indies whose root is one, and a cegatract
of an unguent, that is, of a crocus, that is, firgdlted alum; cook the four, therefore, permaryefotl 40

or 42 days. After these days God will show youphaciple(or beginning) of this stone, which is stene
Atitos, of which favoured sight of God there arenypaccounts. Cook strongly, and imbue with the gum
that remains. And know ye that so often as ye inthaecinder, so often must it be desiccated anthaga
humectated, until its colour turns into that whyeghdesire. Now, therefore, will | complete that el
have begun, if God will look kindly on us. Know althat the perfection of the work of this precistene
is to rule it with the residue of the third parttbé medicine, and to preserve the two other parts
imbuing and cooking alternately till the requiredlaur appears. Let the fire be more intense than th
former; let the matter be cerated, and when iegatated it coheres. Cook, therefore, the wax winti
imbibes the gluten of gold, which being desiccaietdhue the rest of the work seven times until ttieeo
two thirds be finished, and true earth imbibe ttaimFinally, place the same on a hot fire unté grarth
extract its flower and be satisfactory. Blessedyaréd ye understand! But, if not, | will repeatyou the



perfection of the work. Take the clean white, whigl most great arcanum, wherein is the trueurect
imbue sand therewith, which sand is made out otbee seven times imbued, until it drink up thelegh
and close the mouth of the vessel effectually,cashave often been told. For that which ye seakinf
the favour of God, will appear to you, which is 8tene of Tyrian colour. Now, therefore, | havdifigld
the truth, so do | conjure you by God and your $daster, that you show not this great arcanum, and
beware of the wicked!

The Twenty-Second Dictum.

Theophilus saith: Thou hast spoken intelligentlgl ategantly, and art held free from envy.

Saith the Turba:- Let your discretion, therefopglain to us what the instructing Pandolfus hatestsand
be not envious.

Then he:- O all ye seekers after this scienceatbanum of gold and the art of the coin is a dadtwment,
and no one knows what the Philosophers have ndriat&eir books without frequent reading,
experiments, and questionings of the Wise. Forlith they have concealed is more sublime and
obscure than it is possible to make known in woadsl albeit some have dealt with it intelligiblydawell,
certain others have treated it obscurely; thus samenore lucid than others.

The Turba answereth: Thou hast truly spoken.

And he:- | announce to posterity that between Isoaihd copper there is an affinity, because théibaf
the Wise liquefies; the copper, and it changesfascible water. Divide, therefore, the venom irtteo
equal parts, with one of which liquefy the copprr preserve the other to Pound and imbue the same,
until it is drawn out into plates; cook again wilte former part of the venom, cook two to sevetwio;
cook to seven in its own water for 42 days; finatlpen the vessel, and ye shall find copper tuimied
quicksilver; wash the same by cooking until it lpidved of its blackness, and become as coppeputiti
shadow. Lastly, cook it continuously until it bengealed. For when it is congealed it becomes a yexgt
arcanum. Accordingly, the Philosophers have caliégistone Boritis; cook, therefore, that coagulate
stone until it becomes a matter like mucra. Thelouenit with the Permanent water which | directed @
reserve, that is to say, with the other portiom eook it many times until its colours manifestisfh
therefore, is the very great putrefaction whictraots (or contains in itself) the very great arcanu
Saith the Turba:- Return to thine exposition, O dptelus!

And he:- It is to be known that the same affinitiyigh exists between the magnet and iron, alsoexist
assuredly between copper and permanent watenelgfore, ye rule copper and permanent water asd h
directed, there will thence result the very greaiaum in the following fashion. Take white Magmesand
quicksilver, mix with the male, and pound stronglycooking, not with the hands, until the waterdrae
thin. But dividing this water into two parts, inetlone part of the water cook it for eleven, othsewforty
days, until there be a white flower, as the flowksalt in its splendour and coruscation: but gitprclose
the mouth of the vessel, and cook for forty daysemvye will find it water whiter than milk; deprivieof
all blackness by cooking; continue the cookinglutgiwhole nature be disintegrated, until the léefient
perish, until it be found clean, and is wholly beokup (or becomes wholly clean). But if ye wisht tine
whole arcanum, which | have given you, be accorhptis wash the same with water, that is to say, the
other part which | counselled you to preserve,ltinére appear a crocus, and leave in its own \idsge
the lksir pounds (or contains) itself; imbue algthvthe residue of the water, until by decoctiod &y
water it be pounded and become like a syrup of goamates; imbue it, therefore, and cook, until the
weight of the humidity shall fail, and the colouhiah the Philosophers have magnified shall trulyesy.
The Twenty-third Dictum.

Cerus saith:- Understand, all ye Sons of the Deetrihat which Theophilus hath told you, namelgt th
there exists an affinity between the magnet andrtime by the alliance of composite existing betwéee
magnet and the iron, while the copper is fitly dufer one hundred days: what statement can be more
useful to you than that there is no affinity betwéi@ and quicksilver!

The Turba answereth:- Thou hast ill spoken, hadisgaraged the true disposition.

And he:- | testify that | say nothing but whatiige why are you incensed against me Fear the latirge
Turba, that you Master may believe you!

The Turba answereth:- Say what you will.

And he:- | direct you to take quicksilver, in whihthe male potency or strength; cook the samie et
body until it becomes a fluxible water; cook thesedine together with the vapour, until each shall
coagulated and become a stone. Then take the whiehn you had divided into two parts, of which dase
for liquefying and cooking the body, but the secentbr cleansing that which is already burnt, &ad
companion, which [two] are made one. Imbue theess®ven times, and cleanse, until it be disintedrat



and its body be purged from all defilement, andologe earth. Know also that in the time of forty-tdeys
the whole is changed into earth; by cooking, treefliquefy the same until it become as true water
which is quicksilver. Then wash with water of nitnetil it become as a liquefied coin. Then cookilunt
be congealed and become like to tin, when it iatrgreat arcanum; that is to say, the stone wikiokt
of two things. Rule the same by cooking and poumdimtil it becomes a most excellent crocus. Kntse a
that unto water desiccated with its companion weelgiven the name of crocus. Cook it, thereford, an
imbue with the residual water reserved by you wil attain your purpose.

The Twenty-fourth Dictum.

Bocascus saith:- Thou hast spoken well, O Belus tlaerefore | follow thy steps!

He answereth:- As it may please you, but do nobimecenvious, for that is not the part of the Wise.
And Bocascus:- Thou speakest the truth, and thesetore, | direct the Sons of the Doctrine. Tadam|
and, as the Philosophers have ordained, imbuefiigand afterwards congeal, until a stone is pcedu
then rule the stone with gluten of gold and syrtipamegranates until it be broken up. But you have
already divided the water into two parts, with @fievhich you have liquefied the lead, and it hasdme
as water; cook, therefore, the same until it beddleind have become earth; then pound with the water
reserved until it acquire a red colour, as you Hzeen frequently ordered.

The Turba answereth:- Thou hast done nothing beitupi ambiguous words. Return, therefore, to the
subject.

And he:- Ye who wish to coagulate quicksilver, munst it with its equal. Afterwards cook it diligdmt
until both become permanent water, and, again, tduskvater until it be coagulated. But let this be
desiccated with its own equal vapour, because ye faaind the whole quicksilver to be coagulated by
itself. If ye understand, and place in your vesg®t is necessary, cook it until it be coagulated] then
pound until it becomes a crocus like to the colaiugold.

The Twenty-fifth Dictum.

Menabdus saith:- May God reward thee for the regimsice thou speakest the truth! For thou hast
illuminated thy words.

And they:- It is said because thou praisest hinmhfsrsayings, do not be inferior to him.

And he:- | know that | can utter nothing but thdtieh he hath uttered; however, | counsel postéuity
make bodies not bodies, but these incorporeal shiroglies. For by this regimen the composite is anegh
and the hidden part of its nature is extractedhWiese bodies accordingly join quicksilver andlibdy of
Magnesia, the woman also with the man, and by meftins there is extracted our secret Etheliagugh
which bodies are coloured; assuredly, if | underdthis regimen, bodies become not bodies, and
incorporeal things become bodies. If ye diligemthund the things in the fire and digest (or jointte
Ethelias, they become clean and fixed things. Amolkye that quicksilver is a fire burning the bagie
mortifying and breaking up, with one regimen, ane more it is mixed and pounded with the body, the
more the body is disintegrated, while the quiclesilis attenuated and becomes living. For when g# sh
diligently pound fiery quicksilver and cook it asquired, ye will possess Ethel, a fixed nature @idur,
subject to every tincture, which also overcomesaks, and constrains the fire. For this reasoagsdot
colour things unless it be coloured, and beingwad it colours. And know that no body can tingelit
unless its spirit be extracted from the secretylibkbreof, when it becomes a body and soul withloait
spirit, which is a spiritual tincture, out of whiclklours have manifested, seeing that a dense tliag not
tinge a tenuous, but a tenuous nature coloursathih enters into a body. When, however, ye haledru
the body of copper, and have extracted from it atrtenuous (subject), then the latter is changedan
tincture by which it is coloured. Hence has theewiszan said, that copper does not tinge unlesstfiost
tinged. And know that those four bodies which yoaidirected to rule are this copper, and that the
tinctures which | have signified unto you are tbadensed and the humid, but the condensed is a
conjoined vapour, and the humid is the water gblsut, for sulphurs are contained by sulphurs, &itly
by these things Nature rejoices in Nature, andanrees, and constrains.

Turba Philosophorum (part 2)

The Twenty-Sixth Dictum.
Zenon saith:- | perceive that you, O crowd of this&/have conjoined two bodies, which your Master b
no means ordered you to do!



The Turba answereth:- Inform us according to youn opinion, O Zenon, in this matter, and beware of
envy! Then he:- Know that the colours which shplpear to you out of it are these. Know, O Sonef t
Doctrine, that it behoves you to allow the composito putrefy for forty days, and then to subliméive
times in a vessel. Next join to a fire of dung, @odk, when these colours shall appear to you:h@riitst
day black citrine, on the second black red, ortlire like unto a dry crocus, finally, the purplelaur will
appear to you; the ferment and the coin of thearuddpall be imposed; then is the Ixir composedobtie
humid and the dry, and then it tinges with an irafale tincture. Know also that it is called a badyerein
there is gold. But when ye are composing the beanyare lest you extract the same hastily, fongérs.
Extract, therefore, the same as an Ixir. For thisom is, as it were, birth and life, because dt $oul
extracted out of many things, and imposed uponscdis tincture, therefore, is life to those thiwggh
which it is joined, from which it removes evil, bitiis death to the bodies from which it is exteatt
Accordingly, the Masters have said that betweemtttesre exists the same desire as between male and
female, and if any one, being introduced to thig slhould know these natures, he would sustain the
tediousness of cooking until he gained his purpas®rding to the will of God.

The Twenty-Seventh Dictum.

Gregorius saith:- O all ye Turba, it is to be obedrthat the envious have called the venerableston
Efflucidinus, and they have ordered it to be ruletil it coruscates like marble in its splendour.

And they:- Show, therefore, what it is to posterity

Then he:- Willingly; you must know that the copjecommingled with vinegar, and ruled until it beces
water. Finally, let it be congealed, and it remairsruscating stone with a brilliancy like marbidich,
when ye see thus, | direct you to rule until itd@®es red, because when it is cooked till it isndegjrated
and becomes earth, it is turned into a red coMiren ye see it thus, repeatedly cook and imbustik iti
assume the aforesaid colour, and it shall becondehi gold. Then repeat the process, when it wilbbee
gold of a Tyrian colour. It behoves you, therefddeall ye investigators of this Art, when ye hawserved
that this Stone is coruscating, to pound and tuimtd earth, until it acquires some degree of esdnthen
take the remainder of the water which the enviademed you to divide into two parts, and ye shalbibe
them several times until the colours which are éiddy no body appear unto you. Know also that if ye
rule it ignorantly, ye shall see nothing of thoséoars. | knew a certain person who commencedwbi,
and operated the natures of truth, who, when ttheess was somewhat slow in appearing, imagined that
he had made a mistake, and so relinquished the. drgerve, therefore, how ye make the conjuncfan,
the punic dye, having embraced his spouse, passitly snto her body, liquefies, congeals, breaks and
disintegrates the same. Finally, the redness dotedatay in coming, and if ye effect it without tiveight,
death will take place, whereupon it will be thougghbe bad. Hence, | order that the fire shoulddygtle in
liquefaction, but when it is turned to earth matke same intense, and imbue it until God shall ektree
colours for us and they appear.

The Twenty-Eighth Dictum.

Custos saith:- | am surprised, O all ye Turbahatyery great force and nature of this water, foemvit
has entered into the said body, it turns it fisbiearth, and next into powder, to test the pédeof

which take in the hand, and if ye find it impalpabk water, it is then most excellent; otherwispeat the
cooking until it is brought to the required conadiiti And know that if ye use any substance other tha
copper, and rule with our water, it will profit yowthing. If, on the other hand, ye rule our coppi¢h our
water, ye shall find all that has been promisedisy

But the Turba answereth:- Father, the envious edead little obscurity when they commanded us ke ta
lead and white quicksilver, and to rule the santé wew and the sun till it becomes a coin-like ston
Then he:- They meant our copper and our permanatarywhen they thus directed you to cook in algent
fire, and affirmed that there should be producedsthid coin-like stone, concerning which the Wiaeeh
also observed, that Nature rejoices in Nature glgon of the affinity which they know to exist bebm
the two bodies, that is to say, copper and pernmameter. Therefore, the nature of these two is fore,
between them there is a mixed affinity, without e¥hthey would not so swiftly unite, and be heldetibepr
so that they may become one.

Saith the Turba:- Why do the envious direct uatetthe copper which we have now made, and roasted
until it has become gold!

The Twenty-Ninth Dictum.

Diamedes saith:- Thou hast spoken already, O M@aestos], in an ungrudging manner, as became thee;
will also confirm thy words, passing over the hagslnof the elements which the wise desire to remove
this disposition being most precious in their eya®ow, O ye seekers after this doctrine, that magschot



proceed except from a man; that only which is likéo themselves is begotten from brute animals;sand
also with flying creatures.

| have treated these matters in compendious fashiaiting you towards the truth, who yourselvestom
prolixity, for Nature is truly not improved by Naij save with her own nature, seeing that thouethgst
not improved except in thy son, that is to say, naman. See, therefore, that ye do not neglect the
precepts concerning her, but make use of venehdtiere, for out of her Art cometh, and out of nbest
Know also that unless you seize hold of this Naaue rule it, ye will obtain nothing. Join, therefpthat
male, who is son to the red slave, in marriage Wishfragrant wife, which having been done, Art is
produced between them; add no foreign matter umgset things, neither powder nor anything else; that
conception is sufficient for us, for it is neart ylee son is nearer still. How exceeding precisufé nature
of that red slave, without which the regimen carerature!

Bacsen saith:- O Diomedes, thou hast publicly riexkethis disposition!

He answereth:- | will even shed more light upomVibe unto you who fear not God, for He may deprive
you of this art! Why, therefore, are you enviousdods your brethren?

They answer:- We do not flee except from foold;us| therefore, what is thy will?

And he:- Place Citrine with his wife after the camgtion into the bath; do not kindle the bath ezoedy,
lest they be deprived of sense and motion; cawsa th remain in the bath until their body, and¢hur
thereof, shall become a certain unity, whereupstore unto it the sweat thereof; again suffer it
then give it rest, and beware lest ye evaporata theburning them in too strong a fire. Venerate king
and his wife, and do not burn them, since you knotwvhen you may have need of these things, which
improve the king and his wife. Cook them, therefargil they become black, then white, afterwaets, r
and finally until a tingeing venom is produced. &&kers after this Science, happy are ye, if ye nstaied,
but if not, | have still performed my duty, andthaiefly, so that if ye, remain ignorant, it is Gwho hath
concealed the truth from you! Blame not, thereftine, Wise, but yourselves, for if God knew that ye
possessed a faithful mind, most certainly he woeletal unto you the truth. Behold, | have establisyou
therein, and have extricated you from error!

The Thirtieth Dictum.

Bacsen saith:- Thou hast spoken well, O Diomedasl, o not see that thou hast demonstrated the
disposition of Corsufle to posterity! Of this sa@ersufle the envious have spoken in many ways, and
have confused it with all manner of names.

Then he:- Tell me, therefore, O Bacsen, accordirthy opinion in these matters, and | swear byfétiyer
that this is the head of the work, for the trueibeimg hereof cometh after the completion.

Bacsen saith:- | give notice, therefore, to futseekers after this Art, that Corsufle is a comgosind that
it must be roasted seven times, because whenvieamt perfection it tinges the whole body.

The Turba answereth:- Thou hast spoken the truBacsen!

The Thirty-First Dictum.

Pythagoras Saith:- How does the discourse of Baagpear to you, since he has omitted to name the
substance by its artificial names?

And they:- Name it, therefore, oh Pythagoras!

And he:- Corsufle being its composition, they hapelied to it all the names of bodies in the woalsl, for
example, those of coin, copper, tin, gold, irord afso the name of lead, until it be deprived at ttolour
and become Ixir.

The Turba answereth:- Thou hast spoken well, OdRyiras!

And he:- Ye have also spoken well, and some amoagthers may discourse concerning the residual
matters.

The Thirty-Second Dictum.

Bonellus saith: According to thee, O Pythagordghalgs die and live by the will of God, becaubatt
nature from which the humidity is removed, thatunatwhich is left by nights, does indeed seem likt®
something that is dead,; it is then turned and (gdeft for certain nights, as a man is left in timb, when
it becomes a powder. These things being done, Glbkgtore unto it both the soul and the spirérgof,
and the weakness being taken away, that mattebwithade strong, and after corruption will be inveid
even as a man becomes stronger after resurrectibgiaunger than he was in this world. Therefore it
behoves you, O ye Sons of the Doctrine, to condtiatenatter with fire boldly until it shall becorae
cinder, when know that ye have mixed it excellemtfl, for that cinder receives the spirit, andnibued
with the humour until it assumes a fairer colowartlit previously possessed. Consider, thereforge O
Sons of the Doctrine, that artists are unable totpeth their own tinctures until they convert thénto a



powder; similarly, the philosophers cannot combiredicines for the sick slaves until they also tinem
into powder, cooking some of them to a cinder, e/bithers they grind with their hands. The cashds t
same with those who compose the images of the@sciBut if ye understand what has already beeat) sai
ye will know that | speak the truth, and hencevéhardered you to burn up the body and turn it anto
cinder, for if ye rule it subtly many things wilfgceed from it, even as much proceeds from thelsstal
things in the world. It is thus because copper tila@n, has a body and a soul, for the inspiratiomexf
cometh from the air, which after God is their liggd similarly the copper is inspired by the humioom
which that same copper receiving strength is mligtiipand augmented like other things. Hence, the
philosophers add, that when copper is consumedfisétland iterated several times, it becomes bétiam
it was.

The Turba answereth:- Show, therefore, O Boneltugjture generations after what manner it becometh
better than it was!

And he:- | will do so willingly; it is because i mugmented and multiplied, and because God extnaany
things out of one thing, since He hath createdingttvhich wants its own regimen, and those qualitig
which its healing must be effected. Similarly, gopper, when it is first cooked, becomes watem the
more it is cooked, the more is it thickened uritilécomes a stone, as the envious have termadt it,ib
really an egg tending to become a metal. It isatieds broken and imbued, when ye must roastatfire
more intense than the former, until it shall beocoéd and shall become like blood in combustiorgmit
is placed on coins and changes them into gold,rdoapto the Divine pleasure. Do you not see tpats
is not produced from the blood unless it be diliyeoooked in the liver till it has acquired anénse red
colour, after which no change takes place in thatrs? It is the same with our work, for unlesseit b
cooked diligently until it shall become a powderdafterwards be putrefied until it shall become a
spiritual sperm, there will in no wise proceed fridrihat colour which ye desire. But if ye arrivietiae
conclusion of this regimen, and so obtain your pagp ye shall be princes among the People of ymar. t
The Thirty-Third Dictum.

Nicarus saith:- Now ye have made this arcanum publi

The Turba answereth:- Thus did the Master order.

And he:- Not the whole, nevertheless.

But they:- He ordered us to clear away the darkties®from; do thou, therefore, tell us.

And he:- | counsel posterity to take the gold whiehly wish to multiply and renovate, then to divitle
water into two parts.

And they:- Distinguish, therefore, when they divitie water.

But he:- It behoves them to burn up our copper with part. For the said copper, dissolved in treewy
is called the ferment of Gold, if ye rule well. Rbe same in like manner are cooked and liquefyasr;
finally, by cooking they are congealed, crumble] #re red appears. But then it behoves you to imbue
seven times with the residual water, until theyoabsll the water, and, all the moisture beingdite,
they are turned into dry earth; then kindle a &inel place therein for forty days until the wholalkh
putrefy, and its colours appear.

The Thirty-Fourth Dictum.

Bacsen saith:- On account of thy dicta the Philbsop said beware. Take the regal Corsufle, whitikds
to the redness of copper, and pound in the urirgeaaflf until the nature of the Corsufle is congdrtfor
the true nature has been hidden in the belly oCiesufle.

The Turba saith:- Explain to posterity what theunats.

And he:- A tingeing spirit which it hath from pernent water, which is coin-like, and coruscates.

And they:- Shew, therefore, how it is extracted.

And he:- It is pounded, and water is poured up@even times until it absorbs the whole humour, and
receives a force which is equal to the hostilitytef fire; then it is called rust. Putrefy the satfiligently
until it becomes a spiritual powder, of a cololelburnt blood, which the fire overcoming hath acwced
into the receptive belly of Nature, and hath codouwith an indelible colour. This, therefore, h&irgs
sought, but not found, save only to whom God hastgd it.

But the Turba saith:- Finish your speech, O Bacsen.

And he:- | direct them to whiten copper with whitater, by which also they make red. Be carefultaot
introduce any foreign matter.

And the Turba:- Well hast thou spoken, O Bacsed,Nintimerus also has spoken well!

Then he:- If | have spoken well, do one of you aurg.

The Thirty-Fifth Dictum.



But Zimon saith:- Hast thou left anything to bedshy another?

And the Turba:- Since the words of Nicarus and Bacge of little good to those who seek after fis
tell us, therefore, what thou knowest, accordingvasave said.

And he:- Ye speak the truth, O all ye seekers dfiisrArt! Nothing else has led you into error Hug
sayings of the envious, because what ye seekdsasthe smallest possible price. If men knew tig]
how great was the thing they held in their hanlsy tvould in no wise sell it. Therefore, the Philpkers
have glorified that venom, have treated of it vasiyg, and in many ways, have taken and applietiat i
manner of names, wherefore, certain envious petsaves said: It is a stone and not a stone, buhaafu
Ascotia, consequently, the Philosophers have céedélae power thereof. For this spirit which yelsee
that ye may tinge therewith, is concealed in théyband hidden away from sight, even as the sotiién
human body. But ye seekers after the Art, unlesdisiategrate this body, imbue and pound both
cautiously and diligently, until ye extract it froits grossness (or grease), and turn it into acesand
impalpable spirit, have your labour in vain. Wherefthe Philosophers have said: Except ye turndsodi
into not bodies, and incorporeal things into bodyeshave not yet discovered the rule of operation.
But the Turba saith:- Tell, therefore, posteritywhoodies are turned into not-bodies.

And he:- They are pounded with fire and Etheligthiey become a powder. And know that this does not
take place except by an exceedingly strong deancind continuous contrition, performed with a
moderate fire, not with hands, with imbibition gmatrefaction, with exposure to the sun and to Edhel
The envious caused the vulgar to err in this Arewthey stated that the thing is common in its reasund
is sold at a small price. They further said thatnhture was more precious than all natures, wherdiey
deceived those who had recourse to their bookthédsame time they spoke the truth, and therefoubtd
not these things.

But the Turba answereth:- Seeing that thou beltahessayings of the envious, explain, therefare, t
posterity the disposition of the two natures.

And he:- | testify to you that Art requires two uags, for the precious is not produced without the
common, nor the common without the precious. ltdyels you, therefore, O all ye Investigators of thi
to follow the sayings of Victimerus, when he saichis disciples: Nothing else helps you save tdisalte
water and vapour.

And the Turba:- The whole work is in the vapour #imel sublimation of water. Demonstrate, thereftwe,
them the disposition of the vapour.

And he:- When ye shall perceive that the naturee lh@come water by reason of the heat of thedird,
that they have been purified, and that the wholtylad Magnesia is liquefied as water; then all gsimave
been made vapour, and rightly, for then the vajgoutains its own equal, wherefore the enviousaitiler
vapour, because both are joined in decoctionspardcontains the other. Thus our stag finds no feath
escape, although flight be essential to it. Thelaeps back the other, so that it has no oppoyttmitly,
and it finds no place to escape; hence all are rpadeanent, for when the one falls, being hiddetén
body, it is congealed with it, and its colour variand it extracts its nature from the propertibgctv God
has infused into His elect, and it alienates #t leflee. But the blackness and redness appedrit &alls
into sickness, and dies by rust and putrefactioopgxly speaking, then, it has not a flight, althblit is
desirous to escape servitude; then when it isiffedows its spouse, that a favourable colour rbayall
itself and its spouse; its beauty is not as it ieas when it is placed with coins, it makes therfdgBor
this reason, therefore, the Philosophers haved:#ike spirit and the soul vapour. They have alded#&
the black humid wanting perlution; and forasmuclmaman there are both humidity and dryness, thuis o
work, which the envious have concealed, is notleisg but vapour and water.

The Turba answereth:- Demonstrate vapour and water!

And he:- | say that the work is out of two; the s have called it composed out of two, becausseth
two become four, wherein are dryness and humidpyit and vapour.

The Turba answereth:- Thou hast spoken excelleaigh,without envy. Let Zimon next follow.

The Thirty-Sixth Dictum.

Afflontus, the Philosopher, saith:- | notify to yall, O ye investigators of this Art, that unlegssublime
the substances at the commencement by cookingputitontrition of hands, until the whole become
water, ye have not yet found the work. And knowth@t the copper was formerly called sand, but by
others stone, and, indeed, the names vary in gegignen. Know further, that the nature and humidity
become water, then a stone, if ye cause them webeomplexionated, and if ye are acquainted it
natures, because the part which is light and sgiriises to the top, but that which is thick aedwy
remains below in the vessel. Now this is the ctintriof the Philosophers, namely, that which is not



sublimated sinks down, but that which becomes i@tspl powder rises to the top of the vessel, dniglit
the contrition of decoction, not of hands. Knowoalhat unless ye have turned all into powder,aemot
yet pounded them completely. Cook them, therefauecessively until they become converted, and a
powder. Wherefore Agadaimon saith:- Cook the coppil it become a gentle and impalpable body, and
impose in its own vessel; then sublimate the samerseven times until the water shall descendd An
know that when the water has become powder theit haen ground diligently. But if ye ask, how et
water made a powder? note that the intention oPthilbsophers is that the body before which beitore
falls into the water is not water may become wadter;said water is mixed with the other water, tay
become one water. It is to be stated, therefoed,uhless ye turn the thing mentioned into waterslyall
not attain to the work. It is, therefore, necesdarythe body to be so possessed by the flameeofirt that
it is disintegrated and becomes weak with the watken the water has been added to the water,thatil
whole becomes water. But fools, hearing of waténkt that this is water of the clouds. Had theydrear
books they would know that it is permanent watdriclv cannot become permanent without its companion,
wherewith it is made one. But this is the waterchithe Philosophers have called Water of Gold, the
Igneous, Good Venom, and that Sand of Many Naméstviermes ordered to be washed frequently, so
that the blackness of the Sun might be removed;whe introduced in the solution of the body. And
know, all ye seekers after this Art, that unlessake this pure body, that is, our copper withbet $pirit,
ye will by no means see what ye desire, becaugeramn thing enters therein, nor does anythingent
unless it be pure. Therefore, all ye seekers #iterArt, dismiss the multitude of obscure namesitlie
nature is one water; if anyone err, he draws rigthetstruction, and loses his life. Therefore, kibepone
nature, but dismiss what is foreign.

The Thirty-Seventh Dictum.

Bonellus saith:- | will speak a little concerningalyhesia.

The Turba answereth:- Speak.

And he:- O all ye Sons of the Doctrine, when mixMggnesia, place it in its vessel, the mouth ofaluhi
close carefully, and cook with a gentle fire uittliquefy, and all become water therein! For theatof the
water acting thereupon, it becomes water by theofiGod. When ye see that the said water is atmut
become black, ye know that the body is alreadyeligal. Place again in its vessel, and cook foryfdeys,
until it drink up the moisture of the vinegar arehRy. But certain persons uncover it, say, on@ath
week, or once in every ten nights; in either c#seultimate perfection of pure water appears aetid of
forty days, for then it completely absorbs the hunaf the decoction. Therefore, wash the same, and
deprive of its blackness, until, the blackness @pegmoved, the stone becomes dry to the touch. étrec
envious have said:- Wash the Magnesia with sofesvaind cook diligently, until it become earth, dine
humour perish. Then it is called copper. Subsedygmbur very sharp vinegar upon it, and leave bé
soaked therein. But this is our copper, which théoBophers have ordained should be washed with
permanent water, wherefore they have said: Levéimnem be divided into two parts, with one of which
burn up the body, and with the other putrefy. Andw, all ye seekers after this Science, that thelevh
work and regimen does not take place except byrwateerefore, they say that the thing which ye seek
one, and, unless that which improves it be preisethie said thing, what ye look for shall in no viske
place. Therefore, it behoves you to add thoseg#hwvhich are needful, that ye may thereby obtain th
which you purpose.

The Turba answereth:- Thou has spoken excelle@tBpnellus! If it please thee, therefore, finishtth
which thou art saying; otherwise repeat it a sedond.

But he:- Shall | indeed repeat these and like &M@ all ye investigators of this Art, take our jgep place
with the first part of the water in the vessel; kdor forty days; purify from all uncleanliness;aofurther
until its days be accomplished, and it become mest@aving no moisture. Then cook until nothing rema
except faeces. This done, cleanse seven times,witistvater, and when the water is used up leate it
putrefy in its vessel, so long as may seem desirt@byour purpose. But the envious called this
composition when it is turned into blackness thhaicl is sufficiently black, and have said: Rule sagne
with vinegar and nitre. But that which remained witehad been whitened they called sufficiently tehi
and ordained that it should be ruled with permameier. Again, when they called the same suffidyent
red, they ordained that it should be ruled withexand fire until it became red.

The Turba answereth:- Show forth unto posteritytvthay intended by these things.

And he:- They called it Ixir satis, by reason df trariation of its colours. In the work, howevéerte is
neither variety, multiplicity, nor opposition oflsstances; it is necessary only to make the blapkeo
white and then red. However, the truth-speakindgoBbphers had no other intention than that of



liquefying, pounding, and cooking Ixir until theoste should become like unto marble in its splendour
Accordingly, the envious again said: Cook the savitle vapour until the stone becomes coruscating by
reason of its brilliancy. But when ye see it thitiss, indeed, the most great Arcanum. Notwithstagdye
must then pound and wash it seven times with peemtamater; finally, again pound and congeal iroits
water, until ye extract its own concealed natur&evéfore, saith Maria, sulphurs are contained liphaus,
but humour in like humour, and out of sulphur mixeith sulphur, there comes forth a great work. But
ordain that you rule the same with dew and the gnitil, your purpose appear to you. For | signifgaiyou
that there are two kinds of whitening and of makied, of which one consists in rust and the other i
contrition and decoction. But ye do not need amytrition of hands. Beware, however, of making a
separation from the waters lest the poisons gébaf and the body perish with the other things \Wwtdce
in the vessel.

The Thirty-Eighth Dictum.

Effistus saith:- Thou hast spoken most exceller@yBonellus, and | bear witness to all thy words!

The Turba saith:- Tell us if there be any servitthie speech of Bonellus, so that those initiatetttis
disposition may be more bold and certain.

Effistus saith:- Consider, all ye investigatorgtas Art, how Hermes, chief of the Philosopherskepand
demonstrated when he wished to mix the naturese,Traktells us, the stone of gold, combine with bum
which is permanent water, set in its vessel, ovgerale fire until liquefaction takes place. Theave it
until the water dries, and the sand and water am&bmed, one with another; then let the fire beanor
intense than before, until it again becomes drgl,iamade earth. When this is done, understanchtrat
is the beginning of the arcanum; but do this mames, until two-thirds of the water perish, andotos
manifest unto you.

The Turba answereth:- Thou hast spoken excelle@tBffistus! Yet, briefly inform us further.

And he:- | testify to Posterity that the dealbatéwth not take place save by decoction. Consegyentl
Agadaimon has very properly treated of cookingy@inding, and of imbuing, ethelia. Yet | direct ymot
to pour on the whole of the water at one time, tlestlxir be submerged, but pour it in graduallgupd
and dessicate, and do this several times untiveiter be exhausted. Now concerning this the enviaue
said: Leave the water when it has all been pourgedrid it will sink to the bottom. But their inté is
this, that while the humour is drying, and whehas been turned into powder, leave it in its glessel
for forty days, until it passes through variousoews, which the Philosophers have described. By thi
method of cooking the bodies put on their spiritd apiritual tinctures, and become warm.

The Turba answereth:- Thou hast given light tougffistus, and hast done excellently! Truly axuh
cleared from envy; wherefore, let one of you ottsgrsak as he pleases.

The Thirty-Ninth Dictum.

Bacsen saith:- O all ye seekers after this Argam reach no useful result without a patient, letus;, and
solicitous soul, persevering courage, and contisuegimen. He, therefore, who is willing to Persevia
this disposition, and would enjoy the result, matee upon it, but he who desires to learn over dipge
must not have recourse to our books, for they irageat labour before they are read in their higkese,
once, twice, or thrice. Therefore, the Master saitthosoever bends his back over the study of ooks,
devoting his leisure thereto, is not occupied wiin thoughts, but fears God, and shall reign & th
Kingdom without fail until he die. For what ye seiskot of small price. Woe unto you who seek taeyv
great and compensating treasure of God! Know yehadtfor the smallest Purpose in the world, egrthl
men will give themselves to death, and what, tleesfought they to do for this most excellent aimdoat
impossible offering? Now, the regimen is greatantis perceived by reason, except through divine
inspiration. | once met with a person who was a agguainted with the elements as | myself, buewh
he proceeded to rule this disposition, he attam@do the joy thereof by reason of his sadness and
ignorance in ruling, and excessive eagerness,ejesid haste concerning the purpose. Woe untosgms,
of the Doctrine! For one who plants trees doedauk for fruit, save in due season; he also whossow
seeds does not expect to reap, except at harrestiiow, then, should ye desire to attain thisrofte
when ye have read but a single book, or have adrethbnly the first regimen? But the Philosophergeh
plainly stated that the truth is not to be discdragcept after error, and nothing creates greatier at heart
than error in this Art, while each imagines thatlas almost the whole world, and yet finds nothingis
hands. Woe unto you! Understand the dictum of thieoBopher, and how he divided the work when he
said- pound, cook, reiterate, and be thou not waauywhen thus he divided the work, he signified
commingling, cooking, assimilating, roasting, hegtiwhitening, pounding, cooking Ethelia, makingtru
or redness, and tingeing. Here, therefore, are thiemy names, and yet there is one regimen. Ame fif



knew that one decoction and one contrition woulficeithem, they would not so often repeat theirde
as they have done, and in order that the mixed bmalybe pounded and cooked diligently, have
admonished you not to be weary thereof. Havingetaeld the matter to you with their words, it suffice
me to speak in this manner. It is needful to coxipleate the venom rightly, then cook many times da
not grow tired of the decoction. Imbue and coalniil it shall become as | have ordained that itudt be
ruled by you- namely, impalpable spirits, and uyilperceive that the Ixir is clad in the garmefthe
Kingdom. For when ye behold the Ixir turned intari@n colour, then have ye found that which the
Philosophers discovered before you. If ye undedstan words (and although my words be dead, yet is
there life therein for those who understand thewesy| they will forthwith explain any ambiguity
occurring herein. Read, therefore, repeatedlyrdading is a dead speech, but that which is uttertd
the lips the same is living speech. Hence we hadered you to read frequently, and, moreover, ponde
diligently over the things which we have narrated.

The Fortieth Dictum.

Jargus saith:- Thou hast left obscure a part ofltbgourse, O Bacsen!

And he:- Do thou, therefore, Jargus, in thy clenyestew forth the same!

And he answereth:- The copper of which thou hafirbespoken is not copper, nor is it the tin of the
vulgar; it is our true work (or body) which must &@mbined with the body of Magnesia, that it may be
cooked and pounded without wearying until the sismaade. Afterwards, that stone must be pounded in
its vessel with the water of nitre, and, subsedyeplaced in liquefaction until it is destroyeduBall ye
investigators of this art, it is necessary to haweater by which the more you cook, so much theenyou
sprinkle, until the said copper shall put on rustich is the foundation of our work. Cook, therefoand
pound with Egyptian vinegar.

The Forty-First Dictum.

Zimon saith:- Whatsoever thou hast uttered, O Jarigdrue, yet | do not see that the whole Turdth h
spoken concerning the rotundum.

Then he:- Speak, therefore, thine opinion conceritirO Zimon!

Zimon saith:- | notify to Posterity that the rotwmd turns into four elements, and is derived oudre
thing.

The Turba answereth:- Inasmuch as thou art speadiqdain for future generations the method ofrrguli
And he:- Willingly: it is necessary to take onetpafrour copper, but of Permanent Water three ptrén
let them be mixed and cooked until they be thickiesied become one stone, concerning which the esviou
have said: Take one part of the pure body, buetpests of copper of Magnesia; then commingle with
rectified vinegar, mixed with male of earth; cldbe vessel, observe what is in it, and cook cooiisly
until it becomes earth.

The Forty-Second Dictum.

Ascanius saith:- Too much talking, O all ye Sonshef Doctrine, leads this subject further into grBut
when ye read in the books of the PhilosophersNasdire is one only, and that she overcomes algthin
Know that they are one thing and one compositey®not see that the complexion of a man is formed o
of a soul and body; thus, also, must ye conjoisghbecause the Philosophers, when they prepared th
matters and conjoined spouses mutually in love egtth other, behold there ascended from them &gold
water!

The Turba answereth:- When thou wast treating efitist work, lo! thou didst turn unto the secohttiw
ambiguous hast thou made thy book, and how obsterthy words!

Then he:- | will perform the disposition of thesfimwork.

The Turba answereth:- Do this.

And he:- Stir up war between copper and quicksjluetil they go to destruction and are corrupted,
because when the copper conceives the quickstieeagulates it, but when the quicksilver conceives
copper, the copper is congealed into earth; stithgrefore, a fight between them; destroy the bafdje
copper until it becomes a powder. But conjoin theatio the female, which are vapour and quicksjlver
until the male and the female become Ethel, fowhe changes them into spirit by means of Ethel, and
next makes them red, tinges every body, because W diligent cooking ye pound the body, ye exteac
pure, spiritual, and sublime soul therefrom, whialges every body.

The Turba answereth:- Inform, therefore, postesityat is that body.

And he:- It is a natural sulphureous thing whickafied by the names of all bodies.

The Forty-Third Dictum.



Dardaris saith:- Ye have frequently treated ofrégimen, and have introduced the conjunction, yet |
proclaim to posterity that they cannot extractribg hidden soul except by Ethelia, by which bodies
become not bodies through continual cooking, andutpfimation of Ethelia. Know also that quicksihgr
fiery, burning every body more than does fire, atsrtifying bodies, and that every body which is
mingled with it is ground and delivered over todestroyed. When, therefore, ye have diligently paah
the bodies, and have exalted them as required:ftben is produced that Ethel nature, and a colduchv
is tingeing and not volatile, and it tinges the pepwhich the Turba said did not tinge until itirged,
because that which is tinged tinges. Know alsottiabody of the copper is ruled by Magnesia, &adl t
quicksilver is four bodies, also that the mattes ha being except by humidity, because it is theemaf
sulphur, for sulphurs are contained in sulphurs.

The Turba saith:- O Dardaris, inform posterity whalphurs are!

And he:- Sulphurs are souls which are hidden im bmdies, and, extracted by themselves, do contaén
another, and are naturally conjoined. For if ye tthiat which is hidden in the belly of sulphur withter,
and cleanse well that which is hidden, then natejaces, meeting with nature, and water similavith

its equal. Know ye also that the four bodies aretinged but tinge.

And the Turba:- Why dost thou not say like the ants that when they are tinged, they tinge?

And he:- | state that the four coins of the vulgapulace are not tinged, but they tinge copper vemeh
that copper is tinged, it tinges the coins of thpwace.

The Forty-Fourth Dictum.

Moyses saith:- This one thing of which thou ha#t tes, O Dardaris, the Philosophers have callethagy
names, sometimes by two and sometimes by threeshame

Dardaris answereth:- Name it, therefore, for pastesetting aside envy.

And he:- The one is that which is fiery, the twahe

body composed in it, the three is the water of sutpwith which also it is washed and ruled urtbé
perfected. Do ye not see what the Philosophemadfithat the quicksilver which tinges gold is qaiblker
out of Cambar?

Dardaris answereth:- What dost thou mean by thigs2He Philosopher says: sometimes from Cambar and
sometimes from Orpiment.

And he:- Quicksilver of orpiment is Cambar of Magiae but quicksilver is sulphur ascending from the
mixed composite. Ye must, therefore, mix that thlukg with fiery venom, putrefy, and diligently pad
until a spirit be produced, which is hidden in th#ter spirit; then is made the tincture whicheésided of
you all.

The Forty-Fifth Dictum.

But Plato saith: It behoves you all, O Masters, mti®se bodies are being dissolved, to take catatey
be burnt up, as also to wash them with sea watdit,all their salt be turned into sweetness, iesi
tinges, becomes tincture of copper, and then gffexs flight! Because it was necessary that oneustho
become tingeing, and that the other should be dinfge the spirit being separated from the body and
hidden in the other spirit, both become volatilbefiefore the Wise have said that the gate of finghst
not be opened for that which would flee, (or thaick does not flee), by whose flight death is omrzed,
for by the conversion of the sulphureous thing mt&pirit like unto itself, either becomes volatdence
they are made aeriform spirits prone to ascenlddratr. But the Philosophers seeing that which mes
volatile made volatile with the volatiles, iteratietse to a body like to the non-volatiles, andtpei into
that from which they could not escape. They itetalem to a body like unto the bodies from whickyth
were extracted, and the same were then digestedisBor the statement of the Philosopher that the
tingeing agent and that which is to be tinged aaelerone tincture, it refers to a spirit conceatedriother
humid spirit. Know also that one of the humid dpii$ cold, but the other is hot, and althoughctbiel
humid is not adapted to the warm humid, nevertiselesy are made one. Therefore, we prefer these two
bodies, because by them we rule the whole workehgrhodies by not-bodies, until incorporeals beeom
bodies, steadfast in the fire, because they arpioeal with volatiles, which is not possible in aogdy,
these excepted. For spirits in every wise avoiddmdut fugitives are restrained by incorporeals.
Incorporeals, therefore, similarly flee from bodi#®se, consequently, which do not flee are beiter
more precious than all bodies. These things, tbezebeing done, take those which are not volatilg
join them; wash the body with the incorporeal uthté incorporeal receives a non-volatile body; avhv
the earth into water, water into fire, fire ints,and conceal the fire in the depths of the wdtet the earth
in the belly of the air, mingling the hot with themid, and the cold with the dry. Know, also, tNature
overcomes Nature, Nature rejoices in Nature, Natargains Nature.



The Forty-Sixth Dictum.

Attamus saith:- It is to be noted that the wholeeasbly of the Philosophers have frequently treated
concerning

Rubigo. Rubigo, however, is a fictitious and natuee name.

The Turba answereth:- Name, therefore, Rubigosirite name, for by this it is not calumniated.

And he:- Rubigo is according to the work, becatisefrom gold alone.

The Turba answereth:- Why, then, have the Philosgpleferred it to the leech?

He answereth:- Because water is hidden in sulplugrgold as the leech is in water; rubigo, therefisre
rubefaction in the second work, but to make rubggim whiten in the former work, in which the
Philosophers ordained that the flower of gold stidad taken and a proportion of gold equally.

The Forty-Seventh Dictum.

Mundus saith:- Thou hast already treated suffityesit Rubigo, O Attamus! | will speak, thereford, o
venom, and will instruct future generations thatam is not a body, because subtle spirits have rtade
into a tenuous spirit, have tinged the body anahédiit with venom, which venom the Philosopher dsse
will tinge every body. But the Ancient Philosoph#teught that he who turned gold into venom had
arrived at the purpose, but he who can do notpttfiteth nothing. Now | say unto you, all ye Sarighe
Doctrine, that unless ye reduce the thing by firél those things ascend like a spirit, ye effeatight.
This, therefore, is a spirit avoiding the fire amgonderous smoke, which when it enters the body
penetrates it entirely, and makes the body rejdibe. Philosophers have all said: Take a black and
conjoining spirit; therewith break up the bodiesl &orture them till they be altered.

The Forty-Eighth Dictum.

Pythagoras saith:- We must affirm unto all you seslafter this Art that the Philosophers have ¢ aff
conjunction (or continuation) in various ways. Benjoin upon you to make quicksilver con straia th
body of Magnesia, or the body Kuhul, or the Spurneuma, or incombustible sulphur, or roasted calk,
alum which is out of apples, as ye know. But ifrtheras any singular regimen for any of these, a
Philosopher would not say so, as ye know. Undedstidaerefore, that sulphur, calx, and alum which is
from apples, and Kuhul, are all nothing else butewaf sulphur. Know ye also that Magnesia, being
mixed with quicksilver and sulphur, they pursue anether. Hence you must not dismiss that Magnesia
without the quicksilver, for when it is composedsitalled an exceeding strong composition, whscbrie
of the ten regimens established by the Philosopkemsw, also, that when Magnesia is whitened with
quicksilver, you must congeal white water theréur, when it is reddened you must congeal red wéder,
as the Philosophers have observed in their bob&geigimen is not one. Accordingly, the first cdatien
is of tin, copper, and lead. But the second is ausagd with water of sulphur. Some, however, reathig
book, think that the composition can be boughtust be known for certain that nothing of the woak
be bought, and that the science of this Art is imgtlelse than vapour and the sublimation of watith the
conjunction, also, of quicksilver in the body of §feesia; but, heretofore, the Philosophers have
demonstrated in their books that the impure waltsulphur is from sulphur only, and no sulphur is
produced without the water of its calx, and of &aitver, and of sulphur.

The Forty-Ninth Dictum.

Belus saith:- O all ye Philosophers, ye have nattdgaringly concerning composition and contaat, b
cornposition, contact, and congelation are onagthiiake, therefore, a part From the one composdiuth
a part out of ferment of gold, and on these imgmse water of sulphur. This, then, is the potent (o
revealed) arcanum which tinges every body.

Pythagoras answereth:- O Belus, why hast thouct#lk potent arcanum, yet hast not shown its work!
And he:- In our books, O Master, we have foundsidime which thou hast received from the ancients!
And Pythagoras:- Therefore have | assembled yoetheg, that you might remove any obscurities which
are in any books.

And he:- Willingly, O Master! It is to be noted thaure water which is from sulphur is not composéd
sulphur alone, but is composed of several thingsthie one sulphur is made out of several sulphiosy,
therefore, O Master, shall | compose these thingsthey may become one!

And he:- Mix, O Belus, that which strives with tfie with that which does not strive, for thingsialnare
conjoined in a fire suitable to the same conteedahse the warm venoms of the physician are cookad
gentle, incomburent fire! Surely ye perceive wina Philosophers have stated concerning decocliahat
little sulphur burns many strong things, and thembur which remains is called humid pitch, balsam of
gum, and other like things. Therefore our Philosyplare made like to the physicians, notwithstamdin
that the tests of the physicians are more intemese those of the Philosophers.



The Turba answereth:- | wish, O Belus, that you l@lso shew the disposition of this potent arcanum
And he:- | proclaim to future generations that #misanum proceeds from two compositions, that g&aig
sulphur and magnesia. But after it is reduced amjoined into one, the Philosophers have calledier,
spume of Boletus (i.e., a species of fungus), aedhickness of gold. When, however, it has bednaed
into quicksilver, they call it sulphur of water;Ighur also, when it contains sulphur, they terresyf
venom, because it is a potent (or open) arcanurchnadscends from those things ye know.

The Fiftieth Dictum.

Pandolphus saith:- If, O Belus, thou dost desdtieesublimation of sulphur for future generatichsu
wilt accomplish an excellent thing!

And the Turba:- Do thou show it forth, thereforeP@ndolphus!

And he:- The philosophers have ordered that quieksshould be taken out of Cambar, and albeit they
spoke truly, yet in these words there is a littigb#guity, the obscurity of which | will remove. Steen
that the quicksilver is sublimed in tabernaclesl extract the same from Cambar, but there is anothe
Cambar in sulphur which Belus hath demonstrateetn for out of sulphur mixed with sulphur, many
works proceed. When the same has been sublimed, gtheceeds from the Cambar that quicksilver which
is called Ethelia, Orpiment, Zendrio, or SanderiEbsemich, Magnesia, Kuhul, or Chuhul, and mangroth
names. Concerning this, philosophers have saidhbkatg ruled by its regimen (for ten is the petifacof
all things), its white nature appears, nor is ttamg shadow therein. Then the envious have cdlledd
from Ebmich, Magnesia, Marteck, White Copper. Rdren truly whitened, it is devoid of shadow and
blackness, it has left its thickened ponderousdmdind therewith a clean humid spirit has ascended
which spirit is tincture. Accordingly, the wise tesaid that copper has a soul and a body. Nowoitkis
spirit, and its body is thick. Therefore, it behewmu to destroy the thick body until ye extratingeing
spirit from the same. Mix, also, the spirit extettherefrom with light sulphur until you, investtgrs,
find your design accomplished.

The Fifty-First Dictum.

Horfolcos saith:- Thou hast narrated nothing, Odeéphus, save the last regimen of this body! Thasth
therefore, composed an ambiguous description faters. But if its regimen were commenced from the
beginning, you would destroy this obscurity.

Saith the Turba:- Speak, therefore, concerningtthfosterity, so far as it may please you.

And he:- It behoves you, investigators of this Airst to burn copper in a gentle fire, like thagjuired in
the hatching of eggs. For it behoves you to buwith its humidity lest its spirit be burnt, and tbe vessel
be closed on all sides, so that its colour [heay ime increased, the body of copper be destroyedits
tingeing spirit be extracted, concerning which éheious have said: Take quicksilver out of the Fpof
Copper, which also they have called the water ofcopper, a fiery venom, and a substance extrdoted
all things, which further they have termed Ethedigtracted out of many things. Again, some have B&it
when all things become one, bodies are made naeddout not-bodies bodies. And know, all ye
investigators of this Art, that every body is dised with the spirit with which it is mixed, withich
without doubt it becomes a similar spiritual thiagd that every spirit which has a tingeing colour
spirits, and is constant against fire, is altened eoloured by bodies. Blessed then be the narknofvho
hath inspired the Wise with the idea of turningoa¥into a spirit having strength and colour, us@ble
and incorruptible, so that what formerly was vdéasiulphur is now made sulphur not-volatile, and
incombustible! Know, also, all ye sons of learnitigat he who is able to make your fugitive spieid by
the body mixed with it, and then from that body aimak spirit can extract the tenuous nature hiddehe
belly thereof, by a most subtle regimen, tingesebedy, if only he is patient in spite of the tewh of
extracting. Wherefore the envious have said: Kriwat but of copper, after it is humectated by the
moisture thereof, is pounded in its water, andbisked in sulphur, if ye extract a body having Bthefe
will find that which is suitable as a tincture famything. Therefore the envious have said: Thihgsdre
diligently pounded in the fire, with sublimation thle Ethelia, become fixed tinctures. For whatsoeve
words ye find in any man's book signify quicksilveshich we call water of sulphur, which also we
sometimes say is lead and copper and copulated coin

The Fifty-Second Dictum.

Ixumdrus saith:- You will have treated most exaallg, O Horfolcus, concerning the regimen of copper
and the humid spirit, provided you proceed therewit

And he:- Perfect, therefore, what | have omittedx@mdrus!

Ixumdrus saith:- You must know that this Etheliaiethyou have previously mentioned and notified,
which also the envious have called by many nanwtb, whiten, and tinge when it is whitened; therytru



the Philosophers have called it the Flower of GbkLause it is a certain natural thing. Do you not
remember what the Philosophers have said, thatdédfarrives at this terminus, copper does najdth
But when it is tinged it tinges, because quicksikireges when it is combined with its tincture. Butien it
is mixed with those ten things which the Philosophieave denominated fermented urines, then haye the
called all these things Multiplication. But somevbdermed their mixed bodies Corsufle and Gum diGo
Therefore, those names which are found in the bobise Philosophers, and are thought superfluods a
vain, are true and yet are fictitious, because #reyone thing, one opinion, and one way. Thikés t
quicksilver which is indeed extracted from all tip$n out of which all things are produced, whicloass
pure water that destroys the shade of copper. Aaviye that this quicksilver, when it is whitened,
becomes a sulphur which contains sulphur, andsenam that has a brilliance like marble; this theieus
call Ethelia, orpiment and sandarac, out of whitimeture and pure spirit ascends with a mild fald the
whole pure flower is sublimated, which flower beasmwholly quicksilver. It is, therefore, a mostafre
arcanum which the Philosophers have thus descrif@muse sulphur alone whitens copper. Ye, O
investigators of this Art, must know that the ssidphur cannot whiten copper until it is whitenadhe
work! And know ye also that it is the habit of tislphur to escape. When, therefore, it flees fitsrown
thick bodies, and is sublimated as a vapour, theahoves you to retain it otherwise with quicksilof its
own kind, lest it vanish altogether. Wherefore Btelosophers have said, that sulphurs are contdiped
sulphurs. Know, further, that sulphurs tinge, dmehtare they certain to escape unless they areduioit
quicksilver of its own kind. Do not, therefore,rkithat because it tinges and afterwards escayeshe
coin of the Vulgar, for what the Philosophers aekséng is the coin of the Philosophers, which, ssii¢ be
mixed with white or red, which is quicksilver o§ibwn kind, would doubtless escape. | direct you,
therefore, to mix quicksilver with quicksilver (i kind) until together they become one clean wate
composed out of two. This is, therefore, the gagaainum, the confection of which is with its owmgut
is cooked with flowers in a gentle fire and withiteait is made red with mucra and with vinegait,snd
nitre, and with mutal is turned into rubigo, orduyy of the select tingeing agents existing in @in.c

The Fifty-Third Dictum.

Exumenus saith:- The envious have laid waste th@evhrt with the multiplicity of names, but the @et
work must be the Art of the Coin. For the Philoseqghhave ordered the doctors of this art to make co
like gold, which also the same Philosophers hallectay all manner of names.

The Turba answereth:- Inform, therefore, postefygxumenus, concerning a few of these names, that
they may take warning!

And he:- They have named it salting, sublimatingsking, and pounding Ethelias, whitening in the, fir
frequently cooking vapour and coagulating, turrimg rubigo, the confection of Ethel, the art of thater
of sulphur and coagula. By all these names isdpatation called which has pounded and whitened
copper. And know ye, that quicksilver is white be tsight, but when it is possessed by the smoke of
sulphur, it reddens and becomes Cambar. Therefdwen quicksilver is cooked with its confectionssit
turned into red, and hence the Philosopher sadthttie nature of lead is swiftly converted. Do ymt see
that the Philosophers have spoken without envy!ddeme deal in many ways with pounding and
reiteration, that ye may extract the spirits erigtin the vessel, which the fire did not ceaseumb
continuously. But the water placed with those thipgevents the fire from burning, and it befallgs
things that the more they are possessed by theftdrfire, the more they are hidden in the depfith®
water, lest they should be injured by the heaheffire; but the water receives them in its befig aepels
the flame of fire from them.

The Turba answereth:- Unless ye make bodies ndebge achieve nothing. But concerning the
sublimation of water the Philosophers have treated little. And know that unless ye diligentlyyral
the thing in the fire, the Ethelia does not ascéd when that does not ascend ye achieve nottithgn,
however, it ascends it is an instrument for thended tincture with which ye tinge, and concerrihig
Ethelia Hermes saith: Sift the things which ye knbut another: Liquefy the things. Therefore, Arras
saith: Unless ye pound the thing diligently in fine, Ethelia does not ascend. The Master hattiguth a
view which | shall now explain to the reasonersotrye that a very great wind of the south, whas it
stirred up, sublimates clouds and elevates thewapaf the sea.

The Turba answereth:- Thou hast dealt obscurely.

And he:- | will explain the testa, and the vesskérein is incombustible sulphur. But | order you to
congeal fluxible quicksilver out of many thingsathhwo may be made three, and four one, and two one
The Fifty-Fourth Dictum.



Anaxagoras saith:- Take the volatile burnt thingohHacks a body, and incorporate it. Then take the
ponderous thing, having smoke, and thirsting toilirmb

The Turba answereth:- Explain, O Anaxagoras, whtiis obscurity which you expound, and beware of
being envious!

And he:- | testify to you that this volatile butthing, and this other which thirsts, are Etheliajck has
been conjoined with sulphur. Therefore, place theseglass vessel over the fire, and cook ungivimole
becomes Cambar. Then God will accomplish the aroayriseek. But | direct you to cook continuously,
and not to grow tired of repeating the process. kmalw ye that the perfection of this work is the
confection of water of sulphur with tabula; finallyyis cooked until it becomes Rubigo, for all the
Philosophers have said: He who is able to turn rubito golden venom has already achieved theetesir
work, but otherwise his labour is vain.

The Fifty-Fifth Dictum.

Zenon saith:- Pythagoras hath treated concernmgvttter, which the envious have called by all names
Finally, at the end of his book he has treatedhefferment of gold, ordaining that thereon sho@d b
imposed clean water of sulphur, and a small quaafitts gum. | am astonished, O all ye Turba, hbgv
envious have in this work discoursed of the peidectather than the commencement of the same!
The Turba answereth:- Why, therefore, have youtlédt putrefy?

And he:- Thou hast spoken truly; putrefaction doesstake place without the dry and the humid. Bet t
vulgar putrefy with the humid. Thus the humid isrelg coagulated with the dry. But out of both ie th
beginning of the work. Notwithstanding, the envitnase divided this work into three parts, assertiray
one quickly flees, but the other is fixed and immaioie.

The Fifty-Sixth Dictum.

Constans saith:- What have you to do with the iseatof the envious, for it is necessary thatwusk
should deal with four things?

They answer:- Demonstrate, therefore, what arectfms?

And he:- Earth, water, air, and fire. Ye have ttierse four elements without which nothing is ever
generated, nor is anything absolved in the Art. Ntierefore, the dry with the humid, which are leand
water, and cook in the fire and in the air, whetigespirit and the soul are dessicated. And knovhge
the tenuous tingeing agent takes its power out@tenuous part of the earth, out of the tenuottsopshe
fire and of the air, while out of the tenuous pHrthe water, a tenuous spirit has been dessicatesl,
therefore, is the process of our work, namely, #varything may be turned into earth when the tesuo
parts of these things are extracted, because aibdldgn composed which is a kind of atmospherigth
and thereafter tinges the imposed body of coinsidBe, however, O all ye investigators of this kdf ye
multiply things, for the envious have multiplieddagestroyed for you! They have also described vario
regimens that they might deceive; they have furtiadled it (or have likened it to) the humid witththe
humid, and the dry with all the dry, by the nameeéry stone and metal, gall of animals of the ges,
winged things of heaven and reptiles of the e&th.do ye who would tinge observe that bodies iaiget!
with bodies. For | say to you what the Philosopgagd briefly and truly at the beginning of his bobkthe
art of gold is the quicksilver from Cambar, anc@ins is the quicksilver from the Male. In nothing,
however, look beyond this, since the two quicksBvare also one.

The Fifty-Seventh Dictum.

Acratus saith:- | signify to posterity that | maglilosophy near to the Sun and Moon. He, theretbi,
will attain to the truth let him take the moisturethe Sun and the Spume of the Moon.

The Turba answereth:- Why are you made an adversaqur brethren?

And he:- | have spoken nothing but the truth.

But they:- Take what the Turba hath taken.

And he:- | was so intending, yet, if you are wiflil direct posterity to take a part of the coirsch the
Philosophers have ordered, which also Hermes hegstedi to the true tingeing, and a part of the coppe
the Philosophers, to mix the same with the coind,#ace all the four bodies in the vessel, thetmot
which must be carefully closed, lest the water psc&ooking must proceed for seven days, when the
copper, already pounded with the coins, is foumded into water. Let both be again slowly cooked] a
fear nothing. Then let the vessel be opened, didckness will appear above. Repeat the procesg, co
continually until the blackness of Kuhul, whichfiem the blackness of coins, be consumed. For wign
is consumed a precious whiteness will appear am;tfieally, being returned to their place, they are
cooked until the whole is dried and is turned isitone. Also repeatedly and continuously cook ttaates
born of copper and coins with a fire sharper thenformer, until the stone is destroyed, brokenamgl,



turned into cinder, which is a precious cinder.sAl@ ye sons of the Doctrine, how precious is Wdth

is produced from it! Mixing, therefore, the cindeith water, cook again, until that cinder liquefy
therewith, and then cook and imbue with permanexiery until the composition becomes sweet and mild
and red. Imbue until it becomes humid. Cook inilatsttter fire, and carefully close the mouth bét
vessel, for by this regimen fugitive bodies becamefugitive, spirits are turned into bodies, badieto
spirits, and both are connected together. Thes@riés made bodies having a tingeing and germmgati
soul.

The Turba answereth:- Now hast thou notified tagrity that Rubigo attaches itself to copper affter
blackness is washed off with permanent water. Thisrcongealed and becomes a body of Magnesia.
Finally, it is cooked until the whole body is brokep. Afterwards the volatile is turned into a @nénd
becomes copper without its shadow. Attrition alsdyttakes place. Concerning, therefore, the wdrthe
Philosophers, what hast thou delivered to posteséging that thou hast by no means called thigdhdir
proper names!

And he:- Following your own footsteps, | have disksed even as have you.

Bonellus answereth:- You speak truly, for if yod dtherwise we should not order your sayings to be
written in our books.

The Fifty-Eighth Dictum.

Balgus saith:- The whole Turba, O Acratus, hasaalyespoken, as you have seen, but a benefactor
sometimes deceives, though his intention is toatmg

And they:- Thou speakest truly. Proceed, therefaceording to thy opinion, and beware of envy!

Then he:- You must know that the envious have desdithis arcanum in the shade; in physical reagpni
and astronomy, and the art of images; they haweliltisned it to trees; they have ambiguously colexka
by the names of metals, vapours, and reptiless generally perceived in all their work. I, nevettss,
direct you, investigators of this science, to take and draw it into plates; finally, mix (or spkie) it with
venom, and place it in its vessel, the mouth ofciwhmust be closed most carefully, and beware kesby
much increase the humour, or, on the other hastlitlbe too dry, but stir it vigorously as a mdss;ause,
if the water be in excess, it will not be contaimedhe chimney, while, if it be too dry, it willeither be
conjoined nor cooked in the chimney; hence | diyatt to confect it diligently; finally, place it ihs
vessel, the mouth of which must be closed inteyraaild externally with clay, and, having kindled lsoa
above it, after some days ye shall open it, ancethiall ye find the iron plates already liquefiadhile on
the lid of the vessel ye shall find globules. Fdrew the fire is kindled the vinegar ascends, becass
spiritual nature passes into the air, wherefodidct you to keep that part separately. Ye mussi khow
that by multiplied decoctions and attritions it@ngealed and coloured by the fire, and its nature
changed. By a similar decoction and liquefactiom@ar is not disjoined. | notify to you that by tkeid
frequent decoction the weight of a third part & Water is consumed, but the residue becomes aiwind
the Cambar of the second spirit. And know ye tlodhimg is more precious or more excellent thanréue
sand of the sea, for the Sputum of Luna is unitid thie light of the Sun's rays. Luna is perfedtgdhe
coming on of night, and by the heat of the Sundiw is congealed. Then, that being wounded, thealew
the death dealer is joined, and the more the dags pn the more intensely is it congealed, andtis n
burned. For he who cooks with the Sun is himsetigealed, and that signal whiteness causes it to
overcome the terrene fire.

Then saith Bonites:- Do you not know, O Balgust tha Spume of Luna tinges nothing except our
copper?

And Balgus:- Thou speakest truly.

And he:- Why, therefore, hast thou omitted to diescthat tree, of the fruit whereof whosoever dagdiall
hunger nevermore?

And Balgus:- A certain person, who has followedsce, has notified to me after what manner he
discovered this same tree, and appropriately opegratid extract the fruit and eat of it. But whien
inquired of him concerning the growth and the inoeat, he described that pure whiteness, thinkiag th
the same is found without any laborious dispositidmen its Perfection is the fruit thereof. But wHe
further asked how it is nourished with food untifructifies, he said: Take that tree, and builtbase
about it, which shall wholly surround the same, ahihghall also be circular, dark, encircled by dend
shall have placed on it a man of a hundred yehtg;and secure the door lest dust or wind show@dhre
them. Then in the time of 180 days send them awalyeir homes. | say that man shall not ceasettofea
the fruit of that tree to the perfection of the raen[of the days] until the old man shall becomang O



what marvellous natures, which have transformedthe of that old man into a juvenile body, and the
father is made into the son! Blessed be thou, O ma=llent God!

The Fifty-Ninth Dictum.

Theophilus saith:- | propose to speak further camiog those things which Bonites hath narrated.

And the Turba:- Speak, Brother, for thy brothehhdiscoursed elegantly.

And he:- Following in the steps of Bonites | wilake perfect his sayings. It should be known tHahal
Philosophers, while they have concealed this diipaosyet spoke the truth in their treatises wiigzy
named water of life, for this reason, that whatspés mixed with the said water first dies, tham$ and
becomes young. And know, all ye disciples, that iloes not become rusty except by reason of thisrwa
because it tinges the plates; it is then placetérsun till it liquefies and is imbued, after whiit is
congealed. In these days it becomes rusty, butcglés better than this illumination.

The Turba answereth:- O Theophilus, beware of béawpenvious, and complete thy speech!

And he:- Would that | might repeat the like thing!

And they:- What is thy will?

Then he:- Certain fruits, which proceed first frtmat perfect tree, do flourish in the beginningref
summer, and the more they are multiplied the mozdley adorned, until they are perfected, andgbein
mature become sweet. In the same way that wormein§ from her own children, with whom she lives,
although partly angry, yet does not brook beingroceme, nor that her husband should possess hetybeau
who furiously loves her, and keeps awake contenditig her, till he shall have carnal intercourséhwi
her, and God make perfect the foetus, when he ptigRichildren to himself according to his pleastites
beauty, therefore, is consumed by fire who doesapptoach his wife except by reason of lust. Foenwh
the term is finished he turns to her. | also makewkn to you that the dragon never dies, but the
Philosophers have put to death the woman who $layspouses. For the belly of that woman is full of
weapons and venom. Let, therefore, a sepulchraipdad the dragon, and let that woman be burieti wit
him, who being strongly joined with that woman, there he clasps her and is entwined with her, theem
his body, by the creation of female weapons inbtbay of the woman, is cut up into parts. For petiogi
him mixed with the limbs of a woman he becomes sefrom death, and the whole is turned into blood.
But the Philosophers, beholding him turned intalldeave him in the sun for certain days, ungl th
lenitude is consumed, the blood dries up, and finelythat venom which now is manifest. Then the dvis
hidden.

The Sixtieth Dictum.

Bonellus saith:- Know, all ye disciples, that ofitlee elect things nothing becomes useful without
conjunction and regimen, because sperma is gedevateof blood and desire. For the man minglindhwit
the woman, the sperm is nourished by the humothieofvomb, and by the moistening blood, and by heat,
and when forty nights have elapsed the sperm mddr But if the humidity of the blood and of themio
were not heat, the sperm would not be dissolvedih®foetus be procreated. But God has constitizid
heat and blood for the nourishment of the sperrit that foetus is brought forth, after which it istn
nourished, save by milk and fire, sparingly anddgedly, while it is dust, and the more it burns there,
the bones being strengthened, it is led towardshy@uriving at which it is independent. Thus ihbees
you also to act in this Art. Know ye that withowat nothing is ever generated, and that the battesahe
matter to perish by means of intense heat. If,@ddé be frigid, it puts to flight and dispersbsit if it have
been tempered, it is convenient and sweet to thg,bwherefore the veins become smooth and the fesh
augmented. Behold it has been demonstrated toayloge disciples! Understand, therefore, and in all
things which ye attempt to rule, fear God.

The Sixty-First Dictum.

Moses saith:- It is to be observed that the envigue named lead of copper instruments of formation
simulating, deceiving posterity, to whom | give igetthat there are no instruments except from aur o
white, strong, and splendid powder, and from ourcewe stone and marble, to the whole work whereof
there is no more suitable powder, nor one moreoioefl to our composition, than the powder of Alecia
out of which are produced instruments of formatiourther, the Philosophers have already said: Take
instruments out of the egg. Yet they have not sdidt the egg is, nor of what bird. And know ye ttnet
regimen of these things is more difficult than ¢#mtire work, because, if the composition be ruleatan
than it should be, its light is taken and extingeis by the sea. Wherefore the Philosophers hawrexd
that it should be ruled with profound judgment. Theon, therefore, being at the full, take this plate in
sand till it be dissolved. And know ye that whike gre placing the same in sand and repeating toegs,
unless ye have patience, ye err in ruling, andupdithe work. Cook, therefore, the same in a gdimde



until ye see that it is dissolved. Then extingwisth vinegar, and ye shall find one thing separditeth
three companions. And know ye that the first, [gzmmingles, the second burns, while the thirddfies.
In the first place, therefore, impose nine oundesregar twice - first while the vessel is beingae hot,
and second when it is heated.

The Sixty-Second Dictum.

Mundus saith:- It behoves you, O all ye seekees dlfis Art, to know that whatsoever the Philosaphe
have narrated or ordained, Kenckel, herbs, gelduna,carmen, are one thing! Do not, therefore, fiub
about a plurality of things, for there is one Tyriincture of the Philosophers to which they hawveigy
names at will, and having abolished the proper nahsy have called it black, because it has been
extracted from our sea. And know that the ancieiesgs did not condescend to wear artificial garsien
whence, for purifying altars, and lest they shdntdoduce into them anything sordid or impure, they
tinged Kenckel with a Tyrian colour; but our Tyriaalour, which they placed in their altars and steés,
was more clean and fragrant than can be descripetebwhich also has been extracted from our reld an
most pure sea, which is sweet and of a pleasantrpdnd is neither sordid nor impure in putrefactidnd
know ye that we have given many names to it. whaighall true - an example of which, for those that
possess understanding, is to be traced in corrnsti@ing ground. For after grinding it is calleddnother
name, and after it has been passed through the, siad the various substances have been separeged o
from another, each of these has its own nhame, anfligdamentally there is but one name, to witngor
from which many names are distinguished. Thus Weleapurple in each grade of its regimen by the
name of its own colour.

The Sixty-Third Dictum.

Philosophus saith:- | notify to posterity that thegure is male and female, wherefore the envious ha
called it the body of Magnesia, because thereiheanost great arcanum! Accordingly, O all ye segke
after this Art, place Magnesia in its vessel, andkediligently! Then, opening it after some days,shall
find the whole changed into water. Cook furtheiilihbe coagulated, and contain itself. But, why@nhear
of the sea in the books of the envious, know they signify humour, while by the basket they sigtife
vessel, and by the medicines they mean Natureubedagerminates

and flowers. But when the envious say: Wash uméllilackness of the copper passes away, certapigpeo
name this blackness coins. But Agadimon has cletmgonstrated when he boldly put forth these words:
Itis to be noted, O all ye demonstrators of thisthat the things [or the copper] being first rdxand
cooked once, ye shall find the prescribed blacknBsat is to say, they all become black. This, ¢fere,

is the lead of the Wise, concerning which they hasated very frequently in their books. Some akbit
[the lead] of our black coins.

The Sixty-Fourth Dictum.

Pythagoras saith:- How marvellous is the diversftthe Philosophers in those things which they fenign
asserted, and in their coming together [or agredJmarrespect of this small and most common thing,
wherein the precious thing is concealed! And ifwhégar knew, O all ye investigators of this ahg same
small and vile thing, they would deem it a lie! Yiéthey knew its efficacy, they would not vilify; but

God hath concealed this from the crowd lest thddwshould be devastated.

The Sixty-Fifth Dictum.

Horfolcus saith:- You must know, O all ye who lovesdom, that whereas Mundus hath been teaching this
Art, and placing before you most lucid syllogisthe,that does not understand what he has saidrige b
animal! But | will explain the regimen of this srhiling, in order that any one, being introducet ithis
Art, may become bolder, may, more assuredly congidend although it be small, may compose the
common with that which is dear, and the dear witit tvhich is common. Know ye that in the beginrifig
the mixing, it behoves you to commingle elementictvlare crude, gentle, sincere, and not cooked or
governed, over a gentle fire. Beware of intensiyine fire until the elements are conjoined, fasth
should follow one another, and be embraced in gotexion, whereby they are gradually burnt, untéyth
be dessicated in the said gentle fire. And know din@ spirit burns one thing and destroys one ttang
one body strengthens one spirit, and teaches the &acontend with the fire. But, after the first
combustion, it is necessary that it should be wastieansed, and dealbated on the fire until aligth
become one colour; with which, afterwards, it bedwyou to mix the residuum of the whole humour, and
then its colour will be exalted. For the elemehtting diligently cooked in the fire, rejoice, aneé a
changed into different natures, because the ligdefvhich is the lead, becomes not-liquefied, tinaild
becomes dry, the thick body becomes a spirit, badl¢eing spirit becomes strong and fit to dolbatt
against the fire. Whence the Philosopher saith:vE€drthe elements and thou shalt find what thokeste



But to convert the elements is to make the moigtadid the fugitive fixed. These things being
accomplished by the disposition, let the operagavé it in the fire until the gross be made sulathe the
subtle remain as a tingeing spirit. Know ye, athat the death and life of the elements proceead fice,
and that the composite germinates itself, and preslthat which ye desire, God favouring. But when t
colours begin ye shall behold the miracles of tiedam of God, until the Tyrian colour be accomptidh
O wonder-working Nature, tingeing other naturedi€avenly Nature, separating and converting the
elements by regimen! Nothing, therefore, is moexjmus than these Natures in that Nature which
multiplies the composite, and makes fixed and starl

The Sixty-Sixth Dictum.

Exemiganus saith:- Thou hast already treated, @4 ,uoncerning living and concealed silver, whih i
Magnesia, as it behoves thee, and thou hast conedgrasbterity to prove [or to experiment] and tadrea
the books, knowing what the Philosophers have &sdrch the latent spirit and disesteem it notngee
that when it remains it is a great arcanum ancceffsany good things.

The Sixty-Seventh Dictum.

Lucas saith:- | testify to posterity, and what i feth is more lucid than are your words, that the
Philosopher saith: Burn the copper, burn the silbarn the gold.

Hermiganus replies:- Behold something more dark thzer!

The Turba answereth:- lllumine, therefore, thatahihis dark.

And he:- As to that which he said - Burn, burn,muhe diversity is only in the names, for they ane and
the same thing.

And they:- Woe unto you! how shortly hast thou teath it! why art thou Poisoned with jealousy!

And he:- Is it desirable that | should speak mdearty?

And they:- Do so.

And he:- | signify that to whiten is to burn, botrmake red is life. For the envious have multipleany
names that they might lead posterity astray, torwheestify that the definition of this Art is the
liquefaction of the body and the separation ofdbel from the body, seeing that copper, like a rhass,a
soul and a body. Therefore, it behoves you, Oalbgns of the Doctrine, to destroy the body anchekt
the soul therefrom! Wherefore the Philosophers #&tithe body does not penetrate the body, btit tha
there is a subtle nature, which is the soul, amglthis which tinges and penetrates the bodyatane,
therefore, there is a body and there is a soul.

The Turba answereth:- Despite your desire to expiaiu have put forth dark words.

And he:- | signify that the envious have narrated said that the splendour of Saturn does not appea
unless it perchance be dark when it ascends iaiththat Mercury is hidden by the rays of the Stat
quicksilver vivifies the body by its fiery strengidnd thus the work is accomplished. But Venus,ndie
becomes oriental, precedes the Sun.

The Sixty-Eighth Dictum.

Attamus saith:- Know, O all ye investigators ofstiirt, that our work, of which ye have been inqudriis
produced by the generation of the sea, by whichwdtidwhich, after God, the work is completed! Take
therefore, Halsut and old sea stones, and boil eatis until they become white. Then extinguiskvhite
vinegar. If 24 ounces thereof have been boiledhkeheat be extinguished with a third part ofuimegar,
that is, 8 ounces; pound with white vinegar, anokdo the sun and black earth for 42 days. Buisémond
work is performed from the tenth day of the monitiseptember to the tenth day [or grade] of Libra. D
not impose the vinegar a second time in this wouk leave the same to be cooked until all its vamdze
dried up and it becomes a fixed earth, like Egypéarth. And the fact that one work is congealedemo
quickly and another more slowly, arises from theed8ity of cooking. But if the place where it isoked
be humid and dewy it is congealed more quickly,levHiit be dry it is congealed more slowly.

The Sixty-Ninth Dictum.

Florus saith:- | am thinking of perfecting thy ttisa, O Mundus, for thou has not accomplished the
disposition of the cooking!

And he:- Proceed, O Philosopher!

And Florus:- | teach you, O Sons of the Doctritatthe sign of the goodness of the first decodidhe
extraction of its redness!

And he:- Describe what is redness.

And Florus:- When ye see that the matter is entinédck, know that whiteness has been hidden in the
belly of that blackness. Then it behoves you toagttthat whiteness most subtly from that blacknfess
ye know how to discern between them. But in th@sdalecoction let that whiteness be placed in aales



with its instruments, and let it be cooked gentliilit become completely white. But when, O all ye
seekers after this Art, ye shall perceive that @rtéss appear and flowing over all, be certainrtititess is
hid in that whiteness! However, it does not behpme to extract it, but rather to cook it until tivbole
become a most deep red, with which nothing can esenKnow also that the first blackness is produced
out of the nature of Marteck, and that rednesstimeted from that blackness, which red has impdahe
black, and has made peace between the fugitivéhendon-fugitive, reducing the two into one.

The Turba answereth:- And why was this?

And he:- Because the cruciated matter when itlisr&rged in the body, changes it into an unalterabte
indelible nature. It behoves you, therefore, towrbis sulphur which blackens the body. And know ye
that the same sulphur cannot be handled, butéiates and tinges. And the sulphur which blackenhat
which does not open the door to the fugitive amdgunto the fugitive with the fugitive. Do you nete
that the cruciating does not cruciate with harnsaruption, but by co-adunation and utility of thg? For
if its victim were noxious and inconvenient, it wdunot be embraced thereby until its colours were
extracted from it unalterable and indelible. This ave called water of sulphur, which water we have
prepared for the red tinctures; for the rest it<doet blacken; but that which does blacken, argldbes not
come to pass without blackness, | have testifiduktthe key of the work.

The Seventieth Dictum.

Mundus saith:- Know, all ye investigators of thig,Ahat the head is all things, which if it hatbt,nall that
it imposes profits nothing. Accordingly, the Mastéiave said that what is perfected is one, angexsiiy
of natures does not improve that thing, but oneaasditable nature, which it behoves you to rutefcdly,
for by ignorance of ruling some have erred. Dohesd, therefore, the plurality of these compos#jaror
those things which the philosophers have enumeratdgkir books. For the nature of truth is onef #re
followers of Nature have termed it that one thindghe belly whereof is concealed the natural arcanu
This arcanum is neither seen nor known except by\ise. He, therefore, who knows how to extract its
complexion and rules equably, for him shall a ratise forth therefrom which shall conquer all meg,
and then shall that word be fulfilled which wastten by the Masters, namely, that Nature rejoines i
Nature, Nature overcomes Nature, and Nature cantddture; at the same time there are not many or
diverse Natures, but one having in itself its ovatunes and properties, by which it prevails ovéaeot
things. Do you not see that the Master has begtmanie and finished one? Hence has he called those
unities Sulphureous Water, conquering all Nature.

The Seventy-First Dictum.

Bracus saith:- How elegantly Mundus hath describésdsulphureous water! For unless solid bodies are
destroyed by a nature wanting a body, until theidmbecome not-bodies, and even as a most tenuous
spirit, ye cannot [attain] that most tenuous andeing soul, which is hidden in the natural befipd

know that unless the body be withered up and stajesl that it dies, and unless ye extract froitsit
soul, which is a tingeing spirit, ye are unabl¢inge a body therewith.

The Seventy-Second Dictum.

Philosophus saith:- The first composition, thathig, body of Magnesia, is made out of several #)ing
although they become one, and are called by one nahich the ancients have termed Albar of copper.
But when it is ruled it is called by ten namesgtalfrom the colours which appear in the regimethef
body of this Magnesia. It is necessary, therefibrat, the lead be turned into blackness; then the te
aforesaid shall appear in the ferment of gold, wéticon, which is a composition called by ten neme
When all these things have been said, we meanngpthore by these names than Albar of copper, becaus
it tinges every body which has entered into the position. But composition is twofold - one is humilde
other is dry. When they are cooked prudently thexsolme one, and are called the good thing of several
names. But when it becomes red it is called Flavi&sold, Ferment of Gold, Gold of Coral, Gold oéth
Beak. It is also called redundant red sulphur @udarpiment. But while it remains crude lead ofpen it
is called bars and plates of metal. Behold | havealed its names when it is raw, which also weilsho
distinguish from the names when it has been codketdt therefore be pondered over. It behoves ow n
to exhibit to you the quantity of the fire, and thembers of its days, and the diversity of intgntiereof

in every grade, so that he who shall possess tiuk may belong unto himself, and be freed from piyye
so that he shall remain secure in that middle whighvis closed to those who are deficient in thastm
precious art. | have seen, therefore, many kindseafOne is made out of straw and cinder, coats a
flame, but one without flame. Experiment shows thate are intermediate grades between these kinds.
But lead is lead of copper, in which is the whaleaaum. Now, concerning the days of the night inctwh
will be the perfection of the most great arcanumillltreat in its Proper place in what follows. éknow



most assuredly that if a little gold be placedhia tomposition, there will result a patent and liitcture.
Wherefore also a sublime gold and a patent gdioluisd in the treasuries of the former philosophers.
Wherefore those things are unequal which they éhice into their composition. Inasmuch as the elésnen
are commingled and are turned into lead of coppeming out of their own former natures, they araéd
into a new nature. Then they are called one natndeone genus. These things being accomplishisd, it
placed in a glass vessel, unless in a certain hegdmposition drinks the water and is alteredsin i
colours. In every grade it is beheld, when it ibaoced by a venerable redness. Although concerthiisg
elixir we read in the sayings of the philosoph@&iake gold, occurring frequently, it is only needfuldo so
once. Wishing, therefore, to know the certitud¢hefadversary, consider what Democritus saith, hew
begins speaking from bottom to top, then reversiadters he proceeds from top to bottom. For, tak sai
Take iron, lead, and albar for copper, which remgrshe again says: And our copper for coins, fead
gold, gold for gold of coral, and gold of coral fgold of crocus. Again, in the second place, when h
begins from the top to the bottom, he saith: Tald,gcoin, copper, lead, and iron; he shews, tioeeghby
his sayings that only semi-gold is taken. And withdoubt gold is not changed into rust without laad
copper, and unless it be imbued with vinegar knbwithe wise, until, being cooked, it is turned into
redness. This, therefore, is the redness whidhealPhilosophers signified, because, how ever sha);
Take gold and it becomes gold of coral; Take gdldooal and it becomes purple gold - all thesedhiare
only names of those colours, for it behoves theah ¥inegar be placed in it, because these colammec
from it. But by these things which the Philosophemge mentioned under various names, they have
signified stronger bodies and forces. It is takbarefore, once, that it may become rubigo and tieegar
is imposed on it. For when the said colours appesrnecessary that each be decocted in fortg,dsy
that it may be desiccated, the water being consufiredly being imbued and placed in the vessdk it
cooked until its utility appear. Its first gradechenes as a citrine mucra, the second as red, itideath the
dry pounded crocus of the vulgar. So is it impoggdn coin.

Conclusion.

Agmon saith:- | will add the following by way ofcrollary. Whosoever does not liquefy and coagulate
errs greatly. Therefore, make the earth black;rsgpadhe soul and the water thereof, afterwardsemhso
shall ye find what ye seek. | say unto you that sethmakes earth black and then dissolves withtflrét,
becomes even like unto a naked sword, who alss fixe whole with consuming fire, deserves to bkedal
happy, and shall be exalted above the circle oftid. This much concerning the revelation of stane,
is, we doubt not, enough for the Sons of the DpetrThe strength thereof, shall never become ctadup
but the same, when it is placed in the fire, sbalincreased. If you seek to dissolve, it shalflissolved;
but if you would coagulate, it shall be coagulatgdhold, no one is without it, and yet all do ni&édhere
are many names given to it, and yet it is calleah only, while, if need be, it is concealedslaiso a
stone and not a stone, spirit, soul, and bodg;\ithite, volatile, concave, hairless, cold, andngbne can
apply the tongue with impunity to its surface. tfuywish that it should fly, it flies; if you sayahit is
water, you Speak the truth; if you say that ita$ water, you speak falsely. Do not then be deckbyethe
multiplicity of names, but rest assured that & thing, unto which nothing alien is added. Itigede the
place thereof, and add nothing that is foreign.edgsithe names were multiplied, so that the vulgghtnbe
deceived, many would deride our wisdom.



