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Preface.

NDER the auspices of the “"Unmiversité Libre des

Hautes Etudes™ of Paris, a Branch of which has
recently been established in America, we publish the first
volume of a series of classical works whose study constitutes
the foundation of the teaching of the * Facwlté des Sciences
Hermétigues.”

It is not without reason that we have chosen Pernety to
inaugurate this series. Of the three thousand welumes
composing the bibliography of Avcuemy, those of Dom
Antoine-Joseph Pernety are the only ones in which the
theories of the Artificers are exposed with method: he is the
first and only writer who has endeavored to present a short,
concise and complete system of the Magmum Opus.

Those valiant defenders of the mystic Faith, to whom we
are indebted for the present universal awakening of Ideal-
ism, have not failed to recognize the important réle which
Hermetic Philosophers have played in the preservation
and transmission of the sacred tradition regarding the
rapports existing between God, Man and Nature. Unhappily
they have found themselves face to face with the Sphinx,
unable to solve the enigma; they have lost their way in the
inextricable labyrinth of apparently contradictory symbols
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Preface.

and signs, and in the darkness of their ignorance, they have
been incapable of distinguishing Truth from the rubbish
that surrounds it, or of separating pure physical facts from
mere mystical speculations. Having a vague intuition that
Hermetism was not solely concerned with the transmutation
of metals, but also with the spiritual emancipation of Man,
they have profited by a few analogies which presented them-
selves, and have created a mystical Alchemy in which the
inner man is the exclusive subject. But while such interpre-
tation may, in many instances, be applied to alchemical
symbolism, and while we may believe that in this we follow
the traditions of the Rosicrucians (who founded a system in
which Alchemy and Kabbalah were indissolubly blended),
modern commentators, borrowing the jargon of the Alche-
mists — who are never more obscure than when they appear
to express themselves plainly *— have drawn analogies which
a mere acquaintance with the fundamental principles of
Physical Alchemy would suffice to cause to be rejected as
utterly devoid of appropriateness.

Rosicrucians were indeed mystics, but their studies were
above all of a purely physical and experimental character;
their association of mysticism and chemistry was founded
upon analogies the truth of which could be demonstrated in
the laboratory and duly verified by the physical senses. No
metaphysical proposition was accepted by them which could
not be fully confirmed by scientific demonstrations, accord-
ing to the practice of Roger Bacon, the father of the
experimental method.

Alchemists acquired the knowledge of Divine operations
by the study of human arts and the observation of natural

*The Thesaurus Philosophic testifies that the plain speaking of the philosophers
is completely illusory, and that it is only in their Incomprebensible profundities
that we must ek the light of Hermes.— Barrett’s Lives of dlchempstionl Philoso-
phers, edited by Arthur Edward Walte, London, 1838, page 83,
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phenomena. Hermetism begins with the study of the
operations of Nature, and ends with the knowledge of the
Divine Principle. None, however, must hope to behold the
secret Sun of this Royal Art while he remains in darkness
regarding the fundamental principles of physical Hermetism,
or Alchemy.

The Spagyric Art is a dead science; it has long since
uttered its last word; nothing remains but a few tracts,
fragments of its outer vestment, and a multitude of worth-
less lucubrations by pseudo-adepts; the secret is lost, for
future generations to recover; but, in order to be freed from
the trouble of ransacking dusty old books and manuscripts,
and of reconstituting, word after word, this science in its
integrity by patient research; in order to avoid the tedious
work of deciphering the hieroglyphic pentacles and of restor-
ing the secret meaning of the mutilated tracts of the Masters
which have reached us through the centuries, one is not
permitted to savent a new Hermetism, to enlarge it, or to
attribute to it a signification which, most probably, it never
had. Hermetism is what it is, and we must accept its
teachings for what they are worth, without trying to recon-
cile them with the assertions of modern science, or to give
to them any signification that may suggest itself.

Hermetic Philosophy has long since been rejected by the
School, and scientific means of investigation are here of no
practical use, even XIXth century chemistry offers no clue;
for the ideas of the Spagyric Art are absolutely the antithe-
sis of those of official chemistry. The student must make
use of other means; but let him guard against preconceived
ideas, against his ardent desire to wverify, in the obscure
symbols of medixval Artists, his own suppositions. Let
him remember that Symbols prove everything, and that the
signs chosen to defend the affirmative of any proposition,
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neither necessary nor advisable to have recourse, so much
the more that the Evocation, such as we recommend,
differs from the Great Operation in that it is of longer
duration, practically permanent; whilst the latter is depend-
ent upon the powers of the Conjuror; moreover the Great
Operation is possible only for the Initiate in Theurgy, whilst
the simple Evocation, as here described, can be performed
with success by any one who possesses the pass-words of the
First Degree of Initiation: PaTience and WiLL-Power.

The Evocation, or Operation of the lesser Mysteries, con-
sists in recreating the atmosphere in which the departed lived
while on earth. It is therefore important that the choice
of an invisible Master be made imnte/ligently from the long list
of Hermetic Philosophers. The Operator must know the
biography of that Master and obtain a correct impression of
his exterior appearance; he must know the history of the
time in which that Master lived, the geography of the
country in which he resided, the topography of his city, the
plan of his house, the disposition of his laboratory. Helping
himself by whatever informations books, monuments or
tradition can furnish, the Neophyte will assemble and
classify every detail concerning the home-life, customs, daily
vocations, etc., so as to reconstitute, in the imaginative world,
the life of the selected Guide. Place him amidst his disciples,
either in his laboratory or at the amphitheatre of the school
where he taught; gather all the works most probably known
and studied by him, read and re-read them; write from
memory the very works of that Master, especially his most
obscure passages, for the soul of a writer can always be found
in his words, ready to convey the true interpretation to the
one eager to discover it. Collect objects contemporaneous
to that Master, especially books, instruments and works of
art, All this constitutes the restoration of the most material
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established by the composer for the interpretation of his
Sonatas and Symphonies.

In order to really possess a Master and perform his works
as the author himself imagined them, we must prepare
within ourselves a temple fit to receive him; we must place
all our mental faculties under his control, we must become a
docileinstrument into his hands. But, by the law of reaction,
this complete submission on our part soon becomes the
manifestation of our absolute independence, of our absolute
intellectual freedom.

This is the course which we recommend to all our students,
and it is to instruct them concerning the scientific opinions
of the Hermetic FPhilosophers that we publish this work of
dom Pernety. The opinions herein expressed may not be in
accordance with the teaching of scholastic knowledge, but
we do not present this work as a substitute for classical
Fhysics and Chemistry. The theories exposed by Pernety
were those of the Alchemists! For the mystic, for the
seeker of the Universal Panacea, or Philosopher’s Stone,
the science described in this Treatise is all that is
required; nay, it is the sole one to be accepted, regardless of
its differences from the results of modern investigation
which, for our purpose, are utterly worthless. Just as it is
indispensable for the pupils of Edison and Tesla to base
their studies upon the latest works on Natural Philosophy,
however erroneous the science of to-morrow may prove them
to be; it is indispensable, for those who do not recognize the
impossibility of transmuting metals, to base their investiga-
tions upon the science which was sufficient to Arnaud de

Villeneuve, Nicolas Flamel and Paracelsus.*

*The lamentsd Grand Masier of the Rose Croln Kabbalistiqoe, Stanislas
de Goafa, wrole in his st work: The compesition of gold is8 possibie, since
Nature composss gold in the bowels of the esrth. M. E. Varenne sald in 1586
= Cnonpress hydrogen to two hoodred thoumnd stmospherss and yon will obtain an
ingot of pure gold "' (guoted iy Jules Lerming.) The secrotof the Transmutation
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Art of Transmutations is impossible, and the Theory and
Practice of the Magisterium, or Royal Art, briefly, but
completely presented.

The editor of this translation has preserved in the fext the
notes of Pernety himself, and has introduced, as foot-notes,
annotations borrowed from other works of Pernety, from
Albert Poisson, the Champollion of Alchemy, Dr. Papus,
Jollivet-Castelot, de Gualta, etc, in the very few places
where the text seemed to allow a complementary explana-
tion. These annotations are always followed by the name
of the author to whom the translator is indebted.

The work contains also a table of Alchemical Characters
which are so frequently met with in spagyric works and a
short Dictionary of Hermetic Symbols, compiled by the
lamented Albert Poisson for his * Thiortes et Symboles des
Alchimistes,”* which will afford great help in the reading of
alchemic pentacles. E. B,

Nevapa, Missourt, March 3, 1898,

*Chacoroae, Parls, 1891,
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Preliminary BDiscourse.

DO not expect to have the approbation of those vast,
sublime and penetrating minds which embrace all,
which know all without having learned anything, which dis-
pute concerning everything, which decide about everything
without knowledge of the cause. It is not to such people
that one gives lessons; to them belongs the name of sage,
rather than to Democritus, to Plato, to Pythagoras and to
the other Greeks who were in Egypt to breathe the hermetic
air, and who drew from it the folly of which we will treat.
It is not for sages of this character that this work is made:
this contagious air of Egypt is diffused throughout it; they
would run the risk of being infected by it; as the Gebers,
Synesiuses, Moriens, Arnaud de Villeneuves, Raymond
Lullys, and so many others, simple enough to believe in this
Philosophy. Following the example of Diodorus of Sicily,
of Pliny, of Suidas and many other Ancients, they would,
perhaps, become credulous enough to regard this Science as
real, and to speak of it as such. They might become ridicu-
lous as Borrichius, Kunckel, Beccher, Stahl, mad enough to
make treatises which prove it, and to undertake its defense,
But if the example of these celebrated men makes any
impression upon minds free from bias and void of prejudice

Digitized by Google






Preliminary Discourse, 10

life to enjoy them. What riches for hearts attached to the
blessings of this world! They hasten, they run to reach
this aim, and as they fear not to arrive there soon enocugh
they take the first way which appears to lead to it most
gquickly, without taking the trouble to instruct themselves
concerning the true way. They walk, they advance, they
believe themselves at the end; but as they have walked
blindly, they find there a precipice in which they fall. They
then think to conceal the shame of their fall by saying that
this pretended aim is only a shadow, which they cannot
embrace; they treat their guides as perfidious ones; they
finally arrive at the point of denying even the possibility of
an effect, because they are ignorant of its causes. What!
becanse the greatest naturalists have lost their night-studies
and their works in trying to discover what processes Nature
employs to form and to organize the fwetus in the maternal
womb, to make a plant germinate and grow, to form the
metals in the earth, could we with good grace deny these
facts? Would we regard as sensible a man whose ignorance
would be the foundation of his negations? One would not
even deign to take the trouble to make the least proof to
convince him.

But wise people, enlightened and skilful Artists have
studied all their lives, and have worked continually to arrive
at it, they have given up their lives for it: what must we
conclude? That the thing is not real? No: from about the
year §50, from the foundation of Rome up to our day, the
most skilful people worked to imitate the famous burning
mirror of Archimedes, with which he burned the vessels of
the Romans in the port of Syracuse; they have not been
able to succeed; they treated the fact as an allegory; it was
a fable; and even the making of the mirror was impossible.
M. de Buffon thinks of taking a simpler way than those who
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Preliminary Discourse. 25

Moon,” Italians; Raymond Lully, Spanish; Roger Bacon,
{ Speculum Alchemie), Hortulain, Jean Dastin, Richard,
George Ripley, Thomas Norton, Philalethes and the Cos-
mopolite, English or Scotch. Finally, many anonymous
authors, ( Turba Philosophorum, Sen Codexr veritatis, Clangor
Buccinee, Scala Philesaphorum, Auwrora consurgens, Ludus
puevorum, Thesawrus Philosophiz, etc.), of all countries and
of different ages: there will not be found among them one
whose principles are different from those of the others.
Does not this conformity of ideas and principles form, at
least a presumption in favor of the truth and reality of what
they teach? If all the ancient fables of Homer, of Orpheus,
and of the Egyptians, are only allegories of this Art, as I
claim to prove in this work, by the ground-work and origin
of the fables themselves, as well as by their conformity to
the allegories of almost all Philosophers, could one persuade
one’s self that this science is only a vague phantom, which
never had any existence among the real productions of
Nature ?

But if this science has a real object; if this Art has
existed, and if we must believe the Philosophers, concerning
the wonderful things which they relate of it, why is it so
scorned, why so decried, why so discredited? Because the
practice of this Art has never been clearly taught. All the
Authors, ancient and modern, who treat of it, do so under
the veil of Hieroglyphics, Enigmas, Allegories and Fables;
so that those who have wished to study them have generally
taken the wrong course, whence has arisen a kind of sect,
which, through having wrongly understood and explained
the writings of the philosophers, has introduced a new
Chemistry, and has imagined that its system was the only
real one. Many persons have become celebrated in this
field. Some skilled in the principles, others extremely

Digitized by Google






























Preliminary Discourse. 35

Morien says we must not despise, because it is to revive, and
because it contains the diadem of the Philosopher-King,
recovers its vigor, little by little, in proportion as it escapes
from the arms of death, that is to say, from the blackness:
it is revivified, and takes a more brilliant splendour, a state
of incorruptibility more noble that the one in which it existed
before its putrefaction,

The Egyptians, observing this metamorphosis, imagined
the existence of the Pheenix, which they said to be a bird of
purple color, which sprang from its own ashes. But this
fabulous bird is simply the Philosopher's Stone, which has
reached the color of purple after its putrefaction,

Sewveral ancient Philosophers, enlightened by these wonder-
ful effects of Nature, have concluded from them, with
Hermes, from whom they had derived the principles in
Egypt, that there was a new life after death had taken away
this, This is what they have wished to prove when they
have spoken of the resurrection of plants from their own
ashes into other plants of the same species. One finds no
one who has spoken of God and of Man with so much eleva-
tion and nobility. He explains even, how one can say of
men that they are Gods. Fgo dixd dii estas, ot filit excelsi
omncs, says David; and Hermés: ( Pymand., ch. /1), “The
“goul, O Thaut, is of the essence of God himself; for God
“has an essence, and what it is He alone knows. The soul
“is not a part, separated from this divine essence as a part is
“separated from any other material; but it is, we may say,
*an effusion, almost as the light of the sun, which is not the
“sun itself, . This soul is a God in Man; this is why one says
“of men that they are Gods, because that which constitutes,
“ properly speaking, humanity, is akin to divinity."”

What then must be the knowledge of man? Is it surprising
that, enlightened by the Father of lights, he penetrates even
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48 The Great Hrt.

maturity, according to Flamel, The perfect bodies or metals
(Philosophical) contain this more perfect, more abundant
germ; but it is so obstinately bound to them, that only
Hermetic Solution can draw it out. He who has the secret
of it, has the secret of the Magnum Opus, if we are to
believe the Philosophers. It is necessary, in order to suc-
ceed, to know the agents which Nature employs to reduce
the Mixts to their principles; because each body is composed
of that into which it may be naturally resclved. The princi-
ples of Physics, which follow in detail, may well serve asa
torch to enlighten the steps of him who would penetrate the
wells of Democritus and there discover the truth, hidden in
the thickest shadows. For this well is only the enigmas, the
allegories, and the obscurity, scattered throughout the works
of the Philosophers, who have learned from the Egyptians, as
did Democritus, nef to unveil the secrets of wisdom,
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General Principles of Pbysics according to
WMermetic Pbilosopby.

T is not given to all to penetrate the innermost sanc-

tuary of the secrets of Nature, very few know the road
that leads to it. Some, impatient, err by taking paths which
seem to shorten the route; others find, at almost every step,
cross-roads which perplex them, lead to the left and to
Tartarus, instead of holding the right which lead to the
Elysian Fields, because they have not, as /Eneas, a sibyl for
a guide. Others think not to be mistaken in following the
most beaten and most frequented ways. Yet all perceive,
after long labors, that far from having reached their aim,
they have ecither passed on one side or turned their back
upon it.*

Errors have their source in prejudice as well as in the want
of knowledge and sound instructions. The true road must
be very simple, since there is nothing more simple than the
operations of Nature. But although traced by this same
Nature, it is little frequented; and even those who pass in it
make it their jealous duty to conceal their steps with thorns
and brambles. One walks there only through the obscurity
of fables and enigmas; it is very difficult not to go astray,
unless a guardian angel bears the torch before us.{

* o Therefore | will not step one step farther withoat a faide, Tor | dread going
sgain into the Labyrinth,” (Collectanes Hermetica, sdited by Dir. Wynn Westoott.
Vol Il A Short Enguiry Concerning e Hermaotie Aqt, by & Lover of Philalethes,
page M)

19 This guide most be & vory wise Man, induoed with singuler gifts. " — i,
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52 The Great Hrt.

It is then necessary to know Nature before undertaking to
imitate her and to perfect what she has left on the road to
perfection. The study of Physics gives us this knowledge;
not of that natural philosophy of the schools, which teaches
only speculations, and stores the memory with terms more
obscure than the thing which one wishes to explain. Physics,
which claiming to define clearly a body, tells us that itisa
composition of points, or parts; of points which, led from
one place to another, will form lines; these lines, brought
together, a surface, whence extent and other dimensions;
from the union of parts will result a body, and from their
separation, divisibility ed infinitum. Finally, so many other
reasonings of this kind, which are incapable of satisfying a
mind curious to arrive at a palpable and practical knowledge
of the individuals who compose this vast Universe. Itisto
Chemical Philosophy that one must have recourse. It is a
practical Science, founded on the theory, the truth of which
experience has proved.* But this experience is unfortunately
so rare that many people doubt its existence.

In vain authors, people of mind, of genius, and very wise in
other departments, have wished to invent systems, in order
to represent to us, by a flowery description, the formation
and birth of the world, One is caught in whirfwinds+ the
too rapid movement of which has borne him away, he is lost
with them. His Prima Materia, divided into subtle, ramous
and globulous parts, has left us only an empty subject for
artful discussions, without teaching us what is the essence

of bodies. Another,{ not less ingenious, has thought of
s8aa  Trailléd Mahodique de Seience Oeculte,” by Papus, p. 643, for irrefutable
proots of the possibility of the Transmutation of metals,

t Theory of Descartes, who taught that every star was & sun occapying the cen-
ter of an immense circulary carrent, within which moved each pianet, itself the
center of an interior current. These whirlwinds, in spite of thelr inegquality in
regard to the space they cocupy, are nevertheless compensaied by the rapports
sxinting between the volume of the central body and the expanse of the cnrr:"u;,

§ Newton.

s
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&1 TWater. 81

through it is maintained the commerce between the heavens
and the earth.

An unctious phlegm is diffused in Water, (Mémoire de
I Académie de Berlin). M. Eller has recognized it in his
observations: “ A water,” said he, “ very pure and free from
all heterogeneous parts, (in the manner of the common
chemist), can suffice for vegetation, It furnishes the earth,
the basis of the solidity of plants: it diffuses in it that
inflammable, or oily part, which one finds in it.”

Let us take some earth, after having been washed in lye
and parched by fire, in which we are certain that there is no
germ of plants, let us expose it to the air in a vase, and let
us be careful to water it with rain water, it will produce little
plants in great number; proof that it is the vehicle of germs.

As Water is of a nature closely approaching that of the
First Matter of the World, it becomes easily its symbol, or
image. The chaos, whence all was derived, was like a vapor,
or a humid substance, similar to a subtle smoke. Light
having rarefied it, the heavens were formed of the most
subtilized portion; the Air of that which was less so; the
elementary Water of that which was a little more terrestrial;
and the Earth, of the densest, and as feeces, (Raymond Lully,
Testam, Anc. Theor)). Therefore Water partaking of the
nature of the Air and Earth, is placed in the middle. Lighter
than the Earth and heavier than Air, it is always mixed with
both. At the least rarefaction it secms to abandon the Earth
to take the nature of the Air; it is condensed by the least
cold, it quits the Air, and unites itself with the Earth.

The nature of Water is rather humid than cold, because
it is thinner and more open to the Light than the Earth,
Water has preserved the humidity of the Prima Materia and
of chaos; the Earth has retained its cold.

The siccity is an effect of cold as of heat, and moisture is
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@t Fire. 85

ot Some of the ancients placed Fire as a fourth
P Element, in the highest region of the Air, be-

cause they regarded it as the lightest and
most subtle. But the Fire of Nature does not differ from
the Celestial Fire; this is why Moses makes no mention of it
in Genesis, because he had said that Light was created on
the first day.

The fire which we use ordinarily is partly natural and
partly artificial. The Creator has placed in the sun an
igneous spirit, the principle of movement and of gentle heat,
such as is necessary to Nature for her operations. It com-
municates it to all bodies, and by exciting and developing
the Fire which is innate in them, it preserves the principle
of generation and of life, Each individual partakes of it
more or less. He who seeks in Nature another element of
Fire, is ignorant of what the sun and light are.

It is placed in the Moist Radical as its proper seat. With
animals it seems to have established its chief domicile in the
heart, which communicates it to all parts, as the sun does to
all the Universe.

The Fire of Nature is her first agent. It reduces the
germs from potentiality toactuality., Assoon as it no longer
acts, all apparent movement and all vital action ceases. The
principle of movement is light, and movement is the cause
of heat. This is why the absence of the sun and of light has
such a great effect upon bodies. Heat penetrates to the
interior of the most opaque and hardest substances, and
animates the hidden and torpid nature. Light penetrates
only transparent bodies, and its property is to manifest the
perceptible accidents of the composites. Thus the sun is the
first natural and universal agent.

In departing from the sun light strikes the dense bodies,
the celestial as well as the terrestrial ; it places their faculties
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@1 the Operations of Hature. 21

himself with speaking as they, and says, (p. /§7), that they
have expressed themselves in enigmas and allegories, in
order to conceal their secret from the people, and that they
scem to have affected contradiction only to place ignorant
readers upon the wrong track. He enlarges still more on
this matter, {p. 27g), where he calls the Hermetic Chemists
by the name of Philosophers. One can employ this denomi-
nation after such a great man. We will have occasion to
speak of Mr. Pott, in treating of Light and its effects.

The proximity of the Water and the Earth causes them to
be almost always mingled. The Water dilutes the Earth;
the Earth thickens the Water; from them is formed clay. If
this mixture is exposed to a lively heat, each visible element
returns to its sphere, and the form of the body is destroyed.

Flaced between the Earth and the Air, Water is really the
cause of the revolutions, the disorder, the tumult, and the
ruin which we remark in the air and the earth. It obscures
the air by black and dangerous vapours, it inundates the
earth: it carries corruption into both, and by its abundance
or scarcity, it disturbs the order of the seasons and of Nature.
Finally, it is the cause of as many misfortunes as benefits.

Some of the ancients have said that the sun presided
especially over Fire, and the moon over Water, because they
regarded the sun as the source of the Fire of Nature, and
the moon as the principle of moisture. This has caused
Hippocrates to say, (L:b. I, de Dizrd), that the elements of
Fire and of Water could do all, because they contained all.

Sublimation, distillation and concoction are
three instruments or methods of operating
which Nature employs to perfect her works.
By the first she throws off the superfluous moisture, which

&f the Sperabions
of Tatere.
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Why do certain plants grow only in certain seasons,
although one sows them as soon as they are mature, or they
are sown by the natural fall of their grains? They have their
vegetative principle, and yet they will develop it only at
certain times, unless art furnishes them that which they
would find in the season suitable for them. Why does a plant
sown in bad ground, adjacent to good soil, why does it direct
its roots to the side of the latter? What teaches an onion
placed in the earth, germ downwards, to direct it towards the
air ! Why do ivy and other plants of the same species, direct
their feeble branches towards the trees which can sustain
them? Why does the pumpkin push its fruit with all its
strength towards a vase of water placed nearit? What is it
that teaches plants, in which one remarks the two sexes, to
place themselves almost always the male near the female,
and often very much inclined toward each other? Let us
confess that all this passes our understanding; that Nature
is not blind, and that she is governed by Wisdom.

1 the Beneration Everything returns to its principle. Each
and Corruption | individual exists in potentiality in the mat.
b erial world before appearing in its individual

form, and will return in its timeand in its order to the point
whence it has departed, as the rivers in the sea, to be born
again in their turn, (fecles, ch. /. 1. 5). It is perhaps thus
that Pythagoras understood his metempsychosis which has
not been comprehended.

When the Mixt is dissolved, because of the weakness of
the corruptible elements which compose it, the ethereal
part abandons it, and returns to its native country. Then
derangement, disorder and confusion take place in the parts
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this star, whose rays are clothed with particles of Etherin
order to become sensible to our eyes. They are streams
which flow continually from an inexhaustible source, and
which diffuse themselves throughout the vast extent of the
Universe.

Yet, we must not conclude that these rays are purely
spiritual. They are corporified with Ether, as the flame with
the smoke. If we furnish in our hearths a perpetually smoky
fuel we will have a perpetual Aame,

The nature of Light is to flow continually: and we have
agreed to call rays those effluxions of the sun mixed with
Ether. Yet, we must not confound Light with the ray,
or with the splendour and brightness. Light is the cause;
brightness the effect.

When a lighted candle is extinguished the igneous and
luminous spirit, which inflames the wick, is not lost, as is
commonly believed. Its action simply disappears when
food is lacking to it. It is diffused in the air, which is the
receptacle of Light, and of the spiritual nature of the material
world.

So bodies return by resolution to the matter whence they
have been derived; so also, the natural forms of individuals
return to the universal forms, or Light, which is the vivifying
spirit of the Universe. One must not confound this spirit
with the rays of the sun, since there are only the vehicle of
it. It penetrates even to the center of the earth, when the
sun is not on our horizon.

Light is for us a vivid image of Divinity. Divine love
being unable, to speak thus, to contain itself in itself; has
been diffused outside itself and multiplied in creation. So
Light is not confined to luminous bodies: it is scattered, it
is multiplied, it is as God, an inexhaustible source of benefit.
It is communicated always without any diminution; it seems
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expressed; that its dignity and excellence are announced in
the Sacred Scriptures, where God causes Himself to be called
by the name of Light and of Fire: since it is said that God
is Light, that He dwells in Light; that Light is His Vest-
ment; that life consists in Light, that He makes His angels
flames of Fire, etc., and finally, that several persons regard
Light rather as a spiritual being than a corporeal substance,

In reflecting on Light, the first thing, says this author,
which is presented to my eyes and my mind, is the Light of
the sun; and I presume that the sun is the source of all the
Light found in Nature; that all Light returns to it as in its
circle of revolutions, and that from it it is sent anew upon
our globe.

I do not think, adds he, that the sun contains a burning,
destructive fire; but it encloses a substance luminous, pure,
simple and concentrated, which enlightens all. I regard
Light as a substance which delights, which animates, and
which produces brightness; in a word, I regard it as the first
instrument which God employed, and as the one which He
still employs in Nature. Whence comes the worship which
some pagans have rendered to the sun; whence the fable of
Prometheus, who stole Fire from Heaven, to communicate it
to the earth.

Although Mr. Pott does not approve apparently, he does,
in reality, support the sentiment of those who make Ethera
vehicle of the substance of Light, because, says he, they mul-
tiply beings without necessity. But if Light is a simple being,
as he avows, could it be manifested except through some
sensible substance? It has the property of penctrating very
subtle bodies by its tenuity, which is superior to that of the
air, and by its progressive movement, which is more rapid
than we can imagine; but he does not dare to decide whether
it is due to a spiritual substance, although he is certain that
the moving principle is as ancient as this substance itself,
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treat it surrounded by an envelope, and that we know its
presence only by induction. This is to distinguish Light,
properly speaking, from the brightness which is the effect of
it. With this distinction it is easy to explain a great num-
ber of phenomena which would remain incomprehensible
without it.

Heat, although the effect of movement, is, we may say,
identified with it. Light being the principle of Fire, is the
principle of movement and of heat. The latter being only a
lesser degree of Fire, or the movement produced by a more
moderate Fire, more distant from the affected body, it is to
this movement that water owes its fluidity, since without
this cause it becomes ice,

One must not confound elementary Fire with the fire of
the cook-stove, and one must observe that the former
becomes an actual burning fire only when combined with
combustible substances; of itself it gives neither flame, nor
Light. Thus the Phlogiston, or a substance oily, sulphurous,
resinous, is not the principle, but simply the matter suitable
to maintain and manifest it.*

The arguments of Mr. Pott prove that the opinions of
d'Espagnet and other Hermetic Philosophers, in regard to
Fire and Light, are very reasonable and conformable to the
most exact Physicochemical observations, since they agree
with this learned professor of Chemistry in the Academy of
Sciences and Belles-Lettres of Berlin. So these Philoso-
phers understood Nature: and since they understood her,
why not try to lift the obscure veil under which they have

concealed her processes by their enigmatical, allegorical and
= A substance guits analogous fo the Phllosopbher's Fire s Oxygen, & gas
withoat the presstice of which cotibustion ia impossible, although ineombustible

itseif; and goite opposite to Hydrogen, which burns in the air althoogh incapable
of maintainieg combostion. E B.
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the subtle nature of spiritual matters, and then make them
return to the nature of the gross and corporeal elements.
They undergo continually such metamorphosis. The air fur-
nishes water a thin aerial substance which begins to corpori-
fy; water communicates it to the carth, where it is corporified
still more. It then becomes food for mineral and vegetables.
In the latter it becomes stalk, bark, leaves, flowers, fruit, in
a word, a corporeal palpable substance.

In the animal, Nature separates the most subtle, the most
spiritual part of solid and liquid food, to change it in the
principle of nourishment, It changes and specifies the
purest substance into sperm, flesh, bone, etc., and leaves the
grossest and most heterogeneous parts for the excrements.
Art imitates Nature in her resolutions and compaositions.

The life and preservation of individuals con-
sists in the close union of form and matter.
The knot, the bond, which forms this union,
consists in that of the Innate Fire with the Humid Radical,
This humidity is the purest, the most digested portion of
matter, and an oil extremely rectified by the alembics of
Nature. The germs of things contain much of this Moist
Radical, in which a spark of celestial Fire is nourished; and
when placed in a suitable matrix, causes, when constantly
aided, all that is necessary for production.

We find something immortal in this Humid Radical; the
death of the Mixts does not cause it to vanish or to disappear.
It resists even the most viclent fire, since it may be found in
the ashes of burned corpses.

o the
Mot Wabical.®

“hr Fisooms Woistars. ILis the Mercary of ihe Fhilosophers, which s thae basls
aof &1l the 'b-II-‘i af the threse Eingdnma of Wature; but which i more |1..r1.lr||||.r|:|.
the apad and basis of meials whon philosophicaliy prepared for Hermatic Work,

Fornaty, fHct. Myth. Herm, p. 20
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First Matter, the purest and indestructible portion stamped
with the seal of Light from which it received form. For the
marriage of this First Matter with its form is indissoluble,
and all the elements corporified as individuals derive their
origin from it. Indeed was not such a matter necessary to
serve as the incorruptible basis, and as the cubic root to
corruptible Mixts, to be able to be their principle, constant,
perpetual and yet material, around which would turn contin-
ually the vicissitudes and changes which material beings
experience daily?

If one was permitted te conjecture and to penetrate the
obscurity of the future, would one not say that this unalterable
substance is the foundation of the material world, and the
ferment of its immortality, by means of which it will exist
even after its destruction, after having passed through the
tyranny of fire, and after having been cleansed of its original
defects, in order to be renewed and to become incorruptible
and unalterable for all eternity?

It seems that Light has as yet worked only upon it, and
that it has left the rest in shadows. 5o it preserves always
a spark of it, which it is only necessary to excite,

But the Innate Fire is very different from Moisture. It
partakes of the spirituality of Light, and the Humid Radical
is of a mature midway between the extremely subtle and
spiritual matter of Light, and gross, elementary, corporeal
matter. It partakes of the nature of both, and connects
these two extremes. It is the seal of the visible and palpable
treaty of light and shadows; the point of uniom and of
commerce between the Heavens and the Earth

Thus one cannot, without error, confound this Humid
Radical with Innate Fire, The latter is the inhabitant, the
former the habitation, the dwelling. It is, in all the Mixts,
the laboratory of Vulcan; the hearth on which is preserved
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Creator rules to conduct the Universe. He makes systems,
and speaks in such a decisive tone, that one would say that
God has consulted him to draw the world from nothingness,
and that he has suggested to the Creator the laws which
preserve the harmony of its general and particular Move-
ments. Happily the arguments of these pretended philoso-
phers have no effect upon this harmony. We would have
reason to fear consequences as grievous for us, as those
which one draws from their principles are ridiculous. Let
us calm ourselves: the world will continue in its course as
long as it will please its Creator to preserve it. Let us
not lose the time of a life as short as ours in disputing
about things of which we are ignorant. Let us rather seek
the remedy for the ills which overwhelm us: let us implore
Him who has created the Medicine of the Earth, to permit us
to know it; and that after having favored us with this won-
derful knowledge we should use it only for the advantage of
our neighbour, through love of the Sovereign Being, to whom
alone be glory through all the ages.
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Treatise on tbe Great Thork.

HE aim of this Art is to discover the source of long
E life and riches, two foundations upon which the happi-
ness of this human existence rests. It has alwaysbeena mys-
tery;andthose who have treated of it, have in all times spoken
of it, as a Science, the practice of which contains something
surprising, and the result of which partakes of the nature of
the miracle in itself and in its effects. God, the Author of
Nature, whom the Philosopher proposes to imitate alone, can
enlighten and guide the human mind in the search for this
inestimable treasure, and in the labyrinth of the operations
of this Art. So all these authors recommend one to address
one's self to the Creator, and to demand from Him this favor
with much fervor and perseverance.

Should we be surprised that the possessors of such a beaw-
tiful secret have veiled it in the shadows of hieroglyphics,
fables, allegories, metaphors and enigmas, in order to keep
the knowledge of it from the multitude? They have written
only for those whom God deigns to enlighten concerning it
To decry them, to declaim strongly against the Science,
because one has made useless efforts to obtain it, i1s a low
vengeance; it is to hurt one’s own reputation, it is to publish
onc’s own ignorance, and powerlessness to succeed. Let one
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The ey of the TWlork. 143

aration Philosophers have not spoken, because all depends
on it, and because the second work is, according to them,
only child’s play and an amusement for women. Yet the
operations of the second work must not be confounded with
those of the first, although Morien, (Entretients du Roi
Calid), assurcs us that the second work, which he calls « [Jis-
position,” is only a repetition of the first. Yet we may
believe that it is not such a painful and difficult thing, since
they do not say a word about it, or speak of it only to con-
ceal it. Whatsoever this preparation may be, it is certain
that it must begin by the dissolution of Matter, although -
several have given to it the name of calcination or sublima-
tion; and since they have not wished to speak clearly of it,
we may, at least, from the operations of the second " disposi-
tion,” draw inductions by which we may enlighten ourselves
concerning the operations of the first.

The first step is to make Sophic Mercury, or the Solvent,
from a matter which encloses in itself two qualities, and
which is part volatile, and part fixed. That which proves
that there must be a dissolution, is that Cosmopolita tells us
to seek a matter from which we may be able to make a
Water which dissolves gold naturally and without violence.
But a matter may be reduced to water only by dissolution,
unless one employs the distillation of common chemistry,
which is excluded from the Work. e

It is well to remark here that all the terms of common
chemistry, which the Philosophers employ in their books,
must not be taken in the ordinary sense, but in the Phil-
sophic sense. This is why Philalethes warns us,{Enarratio
Method, trium Gebri medicin.), that the terms distillation,
sublimation, calcination, assation, reverberation, dissolution,
descension, coagulation, are only one and the same opera-
tion, made in one Vase, that is to say, a concoction of
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Opecative Principles. 1M

“conjunction of male and female, the commixtion of both
*“seeds, putrefaction, the resolution of the elements into
*“homogeneous water, the eclipse of the Sun and Moon in
“the head of the Dragon, and lastly it bringeth back the
“whole World into its ancient Chaos, and dark abyss. This
“first digestion is as in the stomach, of a melon colour and
“weak, more fit for corruption than generation. In the
“second digestion the Spirit of the Lord walketh upon the
“waters; the light begins to appear, and a separation of
“waters from the waters occurs; Sol and Luna are renewed;
“the elements are extracted out of the chaos, that being
* perfectly mixed in Spirit they may constitute a new world ;
“a new Heaven and new Earth are made; and lastly all
“bodics become spiritual. The Crow's young ones changing
“their feathers begin to pass into Doves; the Eagle and
“Lion embrace one another in an eternal League of amity.
“And this generation of the World is made by the fiery
“Spirit descending in the form of Water, and wiping away
“QOriginal sin; for the Philosophers’ Water is Fire, which is
“moved by the exciting heat of a Bath. But see the separa-
“tion of Waters be done in Weight and Measure, lest those
“things that remain under Heaven be drowned under the
“Earth, or those things that are snatched up above the
“Heaven, be too much destitute of aridity. The third
“digestion of the newly generated Earth drinketh up the
“dewy Milk, and all the spiritual virtues of the quintessence,
“and fasteneth the quickening Soul to the body by the
“Spirit's mediation. Then the Earth layeth up a great
“treasure in itself, and is made like the coruscating Moon,
“afterwards like to the ruddy Sun; the former is called the
*Farth of the Moon, the latter the Earth of the Sun; for
“both of them are begot of the copulation of them both;
“peither of them any longer feareth the pains of Fire,
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spiritual Milk, in the form of dew, until the little Jupiter has
acquired perfect strength.

“During these last two operations, says d'Espagnet,
“the Dragon descends from Heaven, becomes infuriated
“against itself; it devours its tail, and swallows itself little
“by little, until at last it is changed into stone.” Such was
the Dragon of which Homer speaks, (/i/iad, &. 2 v. 706 and
Jollowing); it is the true image, or symbol, of these two oper-
ations. “ While we were assembled under a beautiful plane-
“tree, says Ulysses to the Greeks, for the purpose of making
“"hecatombs, near a fountain which issued from that tree,
“there appeared a wonderful prodigy. A horrible Dragon,
“with a spotted back, sent by Jupiter himself, came out of
“the base of the altar and ran up the plane-tree. In the top
“of this tree were eight little sparrows with their mother
“flying around them. The Dragon seized them furiously
“and even the mother, who mourned the loss of her little
“ones. After this action the same god who had sent the
“monster rendered it beautiful, brilliant, and changed it into
“a stone before our astonished eyes.” I leave it to the reader
to make the application.

Operative Principles in Particular.

Common Calcination is simply the death and
Galcination. | the mortification of the Mixt, by the separa-
tion of the Spirit, or meisture, which bound its
parts. It is, properly speaking, a pulverization by fire, and
a reduction of the body into lime, ashes, earth, flowers, etc.

Philosophical Calcination is an extraction of the substance
of water, of salt, of oil, of the spirit and the rest of earth, and
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Therefore this white Matter is a universal remedy for all the
maladies of the human body.

Finally the third principal colour is Red. It is the com-
pletion and the perfection of the Stone. This redness is
obtained simply by the continuation of the coction of the
Matter. After the first work, it is called Masculine Sperm,
Plilesoplical Gold, Fire of the Stone, Royal Crown, Son of the
Sun, Mine of Celestial Five.

We have already said that most of the Philosophers begin
their Treatises on the Work with the Red Stone. Those
who read these works, could not pay too much attention to
this; forit is a source of errors for them, as much because
they cannot divine in what manner the Philosophers then
speak, as because the operations and the proportions, of the
matters, which are in the second work, and the making
of the Elixir, are very different from those of the first,
Although Morien assures us that the second operation is only
a repetition of the first, yet it is well to notice, that what they
call Fire, Air, Earth and Water, in one instance, are not the
same things as those to which they give the same names in
the other. Their Mercury is called Mercury in its liquid
form as well as in its dry form. For example, those who read
Alphidius imagine, when he calls the Matter of the Work,
Red Mine, that it is necessary to seek a red matter for the
beginning of the operations; consequently some work on
cinnabar, others on minium, or red lead, others on orpi-
ment, (Auripigment), others on iron rust, because they do
not know that this red mineral is the perfect Red Stone, and
that Alphidius begins his work only with this. But in order
that those who will read this work and who will wish to
operate may not be deceived, we give many of the names
which this Red Stone bears:

Acid, Skarpucss, Adam, Aduma, Almagra, Altum, Alzernard,
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“cury touches it, Nature, rejoicing in its nature, is joined to
“it and drinks it up eagerly; and thus the blackness which
“comes from humidity, can show itself only a little, under
“these violet and blue colours, so long as the dryness
" governs absolutely. . . . But remember to begin the Rubi-
“faction by the apposition of Orange-red Mercury; but it is
*necessary to pour but little of it in, and only once or twice,
“according to what thou wilt see: for this operation must be
“made by dry fire, sublimation and dry calcination. And,
“in truth, I reveal here a secret which thou wilt find very
“rarely written,"”

In this operation the Fixed Body becomes Volatile, it
mounts and descends while circulating in the Vase until the
Fixed having conquered the Volatile, it precipitates it to the
bottom with itself, so as to make only one body of a nature
absolutely fixed. What we have quoted from Flamel must
be applied to the Elixir, of which we will speak hereafter;
but the operations of the first Work, or the manner of mak-
ing Philosophical Sulphur, are thus described by d’Espagnet,
(Lumen. r0g): “Choose a red, courageous Dragon, which
*has lost none of its natural strength: then seven or nine
“bold, virgin Eagles, whose eyes cannot be dazzled by the
“rays of the Sun: place them with the Dragon in a trans-
“parent prison, well closed, and upon a warm bath, to
“excite them to combat. They will not delay to grapple one
“another; the combat will be long and very painful until the
“forty-fifth or fiftieth day,® when the Eagles will begin to

#iThe dayn of the Hermetie Cliom isis are reckoned diferently snd sre pot the
eama as oor common days, Pling sauys that thelr year consists only in one month;
somy B3y an ordinary month; some others s lunary month, apd others still, an
Egyptian mouth.—Pernsty.

* Fhllosophers have established time of different dormtlon for the concoction of
o Art, Bome ones have apoken of & year; others of & month, others of thres
days, amd wtil] othars of ooe day, Bat In the same manner aa we call day, the
jength of time which the Bon uses to travel from east to west, the Sages havae called
day the interval which separatos the beginning from the end of the operaticon.
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nature: consequently it is called Father and Masculine Germ.

The three colours Black, White and Red, must succeed
each other in the order in which we have described them.
But they are not the only colours which are manifested.
They indicate the essential changes which the Matter under.
goes: while the other colours which are almost infinite in
number and similar to those of the rainbow, are only tran-
sient and of a very short duration. These are the kind of
vapours which affect the Air rather than the Earth, which
drive each other away, and which are scattered to make room
for the three principal colours of which we have spoken.

Yet these foreign colours are sometime signs of a mistaken
regimen, and of a badly conducted operation; the continued
blackness is a certain mark of error; for the little crows, so
says d'Espagnet, (Can. 66), must not return to the nest
after having left it. The premature redness is also a mark
of failure; for it must appear only at the end, as a proof of
the maturity of the grain, and of the time of harvest.

It is not enough to have arrived at the Phi-
losophic Sulphur, which we have just described;
most alchemists have been deceived in this,
and have abandoned the Work in this state, believing to
have carried it to perfection. Ignorance of the processes of
Nature and Art is the cause of this error, In vain would
one attempt to make the Projection with this Sulphurous
Stone, in the red state. The Philosopher's Stone can not
be perfect until the end of the second work which is called
Elixir.

From this first sulphur one makes a second, which one can

o the
Eliriz,
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@pcration of the “Red Earth, or Red Ferment, three parts;
Eliric Recorving| < Water and Air, taken together, six parts;
“mix the whole, and grind so as to make an
“amalgam, or metallic paste, of the consistency of butter,
#in such a manner that the Earth may be impalpable, or
#insensible to the touch; add to it a part and a half of Fire,
“and place the whole in a Vase, which you will seal closely.
“Give to it a fire of the first degree® for the digestion; you
“will then make the extraction of the Elements by the
“degrees of fire suitable to them, until they are all reduced
“to fixed Earth. The Matter will become as a brilliant,
“transparent red Stone, and will then be in its perfect state.
“Take from it any desired quantity, place it in a crucible,
“gver a moderate fire, and soak this part with its red oil,
“saturating it, drop by drop, until it melts and runs without
“smoke. Do not fear that your Mercury will evaporate; for
“the Earth will drink up eagerly that humour which is of its
“own species. You have then in your possession your

*The Fire of the first degru is ke that of the hen when hateh ing hor oergs, or
liko the natars]l hest digesting tha food to eonvert it Into the substsnce of the
oy, or like that of horse-dung, or, in fine, slnilar to thet of the Bun in Aries. It
ia why severs]l Fhllosophers bave recotnmendod o bagin the Work when the Sun
antars this Sign and the Moon loto the conpatellstion of Tagrus. This degree of
beat must lnst untll the Mattor has gasumed the whitn colour | &8 soon as the Swone
Basches, one must graduaily mise the tem perniuee until the perfect desicention of
the Stonec: this temperstare 18 equal to that of the Bun when it pesses From Teures
into Gemind, The Stepe baviog been desiccatod and reduced Into nabes, one
angments the degree of beat until the Matter becomes perfectly red and clothes
thie Roysl Mantle. This degres of temperntors ie the same as that of the Sun i
]'_m' [ Meradan Fhumrml.—'ﬂil- Foevadd rinimi says; The temperature of your fire
must be that of the heat of the Ban io Jaly; so that by & muslemmie pod loog escthon
your Water thickens aod changes into s black Farth.—Io regard o the gradas)
sagmentation of the degree of beat spoken of above, lo Soade Phlosaphorus, we
believe i important to add the remark of Pernety in fNef- Wytho Hrem, p, 221
“We must obsarve that wheon I'hilossphors speak of the dogroes of heat to dispense
o Lhalr matter, feey do nod wnderstamd thet the fire shonld be inteasifed or dimia-
shed as oommonly doone by ordioary chemisks in thelr fTurpeces by monns of
duppers, beliows, or u greater quanilty of charcos!; bul thet the intensity of the
aeryet fire gf fhe Moticrshould be angmented by & more active digestion ; in propor-
hon thet matter becomes more fAxet, s Are sopments pradusliy, and s degroes
are sppreciated by the colours which e matler assumes. E. B.
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When those ignorant of Hermetic Philoso-
The Tincture. | phy, read the term Timefwre, in the works
which treat of this Science, they imagine that
it relates simply to the colour of the metals, as orange for
gold, and white for silver. And, as it is said, in these same
works, that Sulphur is the principle of the Tincture; one
works to extract this sulphur by aqua fortis, aqua regia, by
calcination and the other operations of common chemistry.
This is not the idea of the Philosophers, either, in regard to
the operations, or to the Tincture itself. The Tincture of
gold, cannot be separated from its body, because it is the
soul of it; and because one could not extract it without
destroying the body; which is not possible for common chem-
istry, as all who have tried this experiment, very well know.

The Tincture, in the Philosophical sense, is the Elixir
itself, rendered fixed, fusible, penetrating and fimgenr, by the
corruption and the other operations of which we have spoken,
This Tincture, therefore, does not consist in the external
colour, but in the substance itself, which gives the Tincture
with the metallic form. It acts as saffron in water; it pene-
trates even more than oil on paper; it blends as wax with
wax, as water with water, because union is made between
two things of the same nature. It is this property which
renders it an admirable Panacea, for all the maladies of the
three kingdoms of Nature; it seeks in them, the radical and
vital principle, which it relieves of the heterogeneous parts
which embarrass it, and hold it in prison, it comes to the aid
of this principle, and unites with it to fight its enemies.
They act when in concert, and win a perfect victory. This
(Juintessence drives off the impurity of bodies, just as fire
causes the humidity of wood to evaporate, it preserves their
health, giving to the principle of life, strength to resist the
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These experiments are known, especially between the
minerals and the metals.

The Artist of the Great Work sets up Nature as his
model. Therefore he must study this Nature in order to be
able to imitate her. But how discover her weights and
combinations? when she wishes to make some Mixt she
does not call us to advise with her or to assist in her oper-
ations, either to see the constituent parts of that Mixt, or
her work in combining them. The Hermetic Philosophers
never weary in advising us to follow Nature; doubtless they
know her since they claim to be her disciples. Therefore,
from their works, one could learn to imitate her. But one
says, (Artephius): *that only one thing is necessary to per-
“fect the Work, that there is only one Stone, only one Med-
“jcine, only one Vessel, only one Regimen, only one Method
“of making successively the white and the red. Thus,
“although we should say, adds the same author, use this,
“use that, we do not mean that it is necessary to take more
“than one thing, to place it once in the Vessel, and to close
“it then until the Work is perfect and accomplished. . . .
#“That the Artist has simply to prepare the matter as it
“should be externally, because it does of itself, internally,
“all that is necessary to render itself perfect. ... Thus
“gimply prepare and arrange the Matter, and Nature will
“do all the rest.”

Raymond Lully warns us that this unique thing, is not a
single thing taken individually, but two things of the same
nature, which form only one; if there are two or several
things to mix, it must be done with Proportion, Weight and
Measure. We have spoken of this in the article on Desmor-
STRATIVE S1GNS, under the name of Eagle and Dragon; and
we have also given the proportions of the matters required
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212 The Great Hrtl.

fault is an original sin which all the other metals share.
This coldness, this crudity, this agqueousness can be cured
only by the heat and igneity of a very powerful sulphur.

Besides this malady, the other metals have one which
arises from their internal as well as external sulphur., This
latter, being only accidental can be easily separated, because
it is not of the first mixture of the elements. It is black,
impure, ill smelling, it does not mix with the radical Sulphur,
because it is heterogeneous to it. It is not susceptible of a
decoction which may render it radical and perfect.

The radical sulphur cleanses, thickens, fixes into a perfect
body the radical mercury, while the second sulphur suffocates,
absorbs and coagulates it with its own impurities and crudi-
ties, One sees a proof of this, in the coagulation of common
mercury, made by the vapor of the sulphur of Saturn, dis-
tinguished by that of Jupiter.

This impure sulphur causes all the difference of the imper-
fect metals. Therefore the malady of the metals is only
accidental; then, there is a remedy to cure them, and this
remedy is the Philosophical Powder, or Philosophical Stone,
called for this reason, Pousder of Projection. To use it for
the metals, enclose it in a little wax, in proportion to the
quantity of metal to be transmuted, and throw it on the
mercury placed in a crucible on the fire, when the mercury
is at the point of smoking. It is necessary that the other
metals be melted and purified. Leave the crucible on the
fire until after the detonation, and then draw it out, or let it
cool in the fire.

* The times of the Stone are indicated,” says
d"Espagnet. “ by the Philosophical and Astro-
*nomical Water. The first White work, must

01 the e
of by Woami.
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220 The Great HErt.

The Golden Fleece is guarded by a three-headed Dragon;the
first comes from Water, the second from Earth, the third
from Air, These three heads, must be united, by the opera-
tions, into a single one, which will be powerful enough to
devourall the other Dragons. Call upon God, that he may
enlighten you; if he accords to you this Golden Fleece, use it
only for His glory, the good of your neighbour and your own
welfare.
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Bictionary of hermetic Symbols
from Elbert Poisson’'s

Theoriés et Spmboles des Hichimistes.
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ANGEL. — Sometimes symbolises sublimation, the ascension
of a volatile principle, as in the figures of the iatorium
Spagyricumnt,

Anmmars.— General Rule: 1. Whenever two animals of
the same species and of different sexes are found, they
signify Sulphur and Mercury prepared for the Great
Work, or also the fixed and the volatile, The male rep-
resents the fixed, Sulphur; the female represents the
volatile, Mercury. These animals are united to signify
conjunction, { Fgwures of Lambsprinck); or fighting to
symbolise the fixation of the volatile, or the volatilisa-
tion of the fixed, ( Figwres of B. Valentin), 2. A ter-
restrial animal facing an aerian animal in the same
figure indicate the fixed and the volatile. 3. Animals
may symbolise the four elements: Earth, (lion, ox);
Air, { eagle); Water, (whale, fishes); Fire, ( salamander,
dragon).

AroLro. — Same signification as the sun.

Barta. — Symbol: 1. Of the dissolution of gold and silver;
2. Of the purification of these metals,

Bep. — Symbol of the philosophical egg.

Birps. — Ascending: volatilisation, ascension, sublimation;
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Hbdbenda. 227

TriancLE. — Symbol of the three principles.
Vexus, — Symbol of copper.

VuLrcax. — Symbel of fire, ordinarily represented as a lame
man.

WoLr. — Symbol of antimony.
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Pemetp—Elipbas Levi—HIbert Poisson—de Gualta, ete.

AES USTUM.

Arr,

ALEMBIC,

ALKALI, SaLT.

ALUDEL.

Avum, Common,

AMALGAM.

ANTIMONY,

-

A

XX

zs, A,
G\,

O, o,

GaT, = 2,
V7o, 8,
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Agua ForTis,

Agua Recla.

} Aquarius, MuLTIPLICA-
TION, SALT NITRE.

Agua ViTa,
ASHES,

ARrRGENT-VIVE.

<Mﬁ<ﬁﬂﬁ

ARriEs: AnTiMony, CAL-
CINATION.

ARSENIC, O—0 I
¥y

AsPHALTUM, CONGELATION.

AzortH,

BATH.

BATH, STEAM.

S & Wt

Batu, WATER.
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Borax.

Brass,

Brick, PULVERIZED,
CALCINE, To.
CALCINATION.

CaLx.

CAMPHOR.

CAPRICORN, ALUM,
MENTATION.

Capur MoRTUUM.
CERUSE.

CimenT, To.

CINNABAR.

COAGULATE, To.

The Great HErt.

+
78
N

H

O+

. E,
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Hicbemical Cbacracters, 231

CONGELATION.

CorrER, or VENUS.

CorrER, BURNT,

COPPERAS.

CRUCIBLE.

CRYSTAL.

DAY.

Disest, To.

DIGESTION.

DissoLuTION,

Distic, To.

INMSTILLATION.

FERMENTATION,

o1
235

‘o€, 3,

C 3
+,,0,

G
g b

8
1
T
g
D
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Fru D Rouve,

FiLings oF Irox,

FiLTER, To.

FirEe.

Fix, To.

FixaTion,

Tbe Great Hrct.

HE>2 1 @

{ GEMINI, FixaTion, Or- ]:[

PIMENT.

GrLass.

GoLp,

Gum,

HOUR.

INCINERATION,

Iron, ok MARs.

201

3R
+—

ot
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JUPITER, or T, %‘

LATTEN. 9

LEAD, OR SATURN. h . I?' Ik,‘l?, P
Lro, I1sesTiON, OR (GOLD. g\-

LisrA, 0R SUBLIMATION, -—r}._
A ——

LiuE, C‘ G_;

LimEg, QuIck.

LiTHARGE.

Lute, Ta.

T

—

N

X

MAKCASSITE.

MEercuRY, ?: Q .
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o A
MERCURY, PRECIPITATED. 'HU_ ,b).o v,

MERCURY, SUBLIMATED. E A in; &
¥ L] ]

MoNTH. E

MULTIPLICATION. _—

NIGHT. P CK

NITRE, OR SALTPETRE. T . G)-
o

OIL. o o, )

ORPIMENT, a—D, H.

OreiMENT, RED. %

{ PISCES, Mercuwry, Pro-

JECTION,

PowDER. é

PrecirrTaTE, To.

PrOJECTION, 9—6
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Puriry, To.

QUICKLIME.
QUICKSILVER.

QUINTESSENCE.

Quick SULPHUR.

REALGAR.
RETORT.
SAFFRON OF MARS,

SAFFRON OF VENUS.

{ SAGITTARIUS, ALUM, Ix-
{ CINERATION,

SALAMMONIAC.

SavLT.

SaLT-ALKALL

235

RS
¥

¥

E,

&

d%.%. X, ¥
AN
$c.d
& o<, >,
N

e

zs, &,
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238 The Great Hrt.

SavTt, Commox.

SALTPETRE.

SaLt, Rock.

Sanp,

SAPO SAPIENTLAE.

SCoRPIO, SEPARATION,

SILVER, OR Moon.

Sopa.

SPIRIT.

SeiriT oF WINE.

STEEL.

STRATUM SUPER STRATUM.

SULPHUR.

0,.0Y%, é
O
o, O—.

77—
2C

f—i gy S’Eo.
~

4

SSS, £,
£%4
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Hlicbemical Characters, 237

SULPHUR, BLACK.

SuLrHUR, SopHIC.

Surenur, Quick.

SusLiMATE, To.

SUBLIMATION,
Sun, or GoOLD,

TALCUM.

TARTAR.

Tavrvs, CONGELATION,

Tiw.

Tutry.

URINE.

VERT-DE-GRIS,

J

S0+ ¥ 0Nk p Pdo
K
3
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VINEGAR,
VINEGAR, DISTILLED.

Virco, [MSTILLATION,

VITRIOL,

VitrioL, BLUE.

WATER-BATH.

Wax

Wick.
WiNE,

Work COMPLETED.

32X,

e XK

o

©—, O,

O—+
Virrior, Write, — /M

M

..{3_‘

kl.)

\Y4

S

—o—

YEAR.
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Hipbabetical Inder,

AASSARS 10
Abrabam the Jew, 24-46-147
-161
Absolute, § Chemical, o
Abubali, 42
Abugazal, 24
Abyss, §7-150-171
Académie d"Avignon, 9
Achelous, 184
Achilles, 158-167
Acid, 185
Action, reflex 73
Adam, 185
Addition awx Douse Clefs, 143
Adept, Prince 10
Aduma, 185
JEneas, 51
JEneid, 86
Aris, 181
JEs of the Philosophers, 154
Against Celse, 39
Age, old 183
Agent, Universal, Loz
Aibathest, 182
AR, OF THE 83
Alain, 24
Albar, 181
Albertus Magnus, 24-42

Albification, 139
Alborach, 182
Albusarius, 42
Alchemy, 127
Alchindis, 42
Alchiymzia, de 24-42
Alebrot, salt 182
Alembic, 160
Alembroth, salt 138182
Alexander, 208
A]gehra. i8
Alibi, 136
Alkali, salt 138
Alkemisia et Naturne, 1
Allegories of the dead and

. the tomb, 150
Almagra, 183
Almathaea, 158-184
Alphidius, 24-42-182-183
Alteration, 203
Altum, 185
Aludel, 154-150-160
Alum, 139-140-182
Alzernard, 185
Amalgamation, 138
Ambrosia, 4n
Amphora of Vulcan, 158
Androgyna, 133-181
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Andromeda, 133
Anima Artis, de 24
Animar Kincpom, ob
Antimony, 136-138
Anonymous, 158

APHORISM: ON THE TRUTH
OF THE SCIENCES, 126

Apolio, 30-167-181-216
Aqua viva, 147
Aqueous Smoke, 154
Arcanum, 154 Grand, 55
Arcanum, Hermette 21-45
Arcanum Hermetice Phil-
osoplia Opus—see
Arcanum Hermetic
Archetypal World, 62
Archeus, 34-67-68
Archimedes, 19
Arena, 181
Aristotle,  24-53-56-143-104

Argent-vive, 140-147-154-182

Argicida, 153
Arms of the gods 167
Arnaud de Villeneuve, 3-17-
43-00-208-211
Arrows, 166
Arsenic, 137-138-182
Ars Magica, 6
Ars Magna, 20-83
Ars Poetica, 88
Artephius, 24-134-136-150-
183-108-199
Art-Spagyric, 5
Ascension, 150
Ashes, 186 of Tartar, 186
AspreEcTs oF MIXTs, oF THE
GENERAL, 04
Assation, 145-150
Astral Body, 666
Astral Light, 102
Astral World, 62
Athanor, 161-165

The Great Bt

Attincar, salt 138
Attraction, reciprocal 53
Attraments, 140
Augurelius, 144
Aurora Consurgens, 25
Avicenna, 24-42-43-140-147-
208
Azoch, 182
Azoth, 56-58-102
Azoth des Plilosophes, 27-33
Bacchantes, 154
Bachon, 159
Bacon, Roger 25
Balm, radical 110
Bark, black 150
Barrett, Francis 4-10
Basket, 158
Basket of Erichtonius, 1§8
Basil Valentin, 24-27-33-90-
128-120-143-146
Bath, 154
Battle-Ax, 166
Bauderic, 181
Baurach, 182
Beccher, 17-20-20-03-05-63

Bed of Venus and Mars, 158

Beethoven, 7
Belierophon, 167
Belly of Saturn, 134
Belt of Venus, 167
Bendegid, 140
Bernard, Claude 535
Bernard, Trévisan, 24-138-
143
Bibliothigue de fa Chimic
Curicuse, 30
Bile, 186
Black, 148
Black Bark, 150
Black Earth, 149
Black Lead, 14G
Blackness, 149-150

Digitized by Google



Hipbabetical Tnder. 24

Black Veil, 149
Blood, 140-186
Blood of Saturn, 138
ﬁ 1 p-:ak s
y properly s , 186
Body, Astral e'f
White, th
Boerhave, 20
Bon, Pierre 24
Bone, calcined 183
Borax, 140-182
Book of Physics, 143
Boritis, 181
Borrichius, 17-44
Bow of Hercules, 167
Brahmins, 127
Brass, 137  Sophic, 154
Brother, 186
Buffon, de 19
Bulls, 184
Burning Humidity, 154
Cadmic, 186
Cadmus, 150-181
Caduceus, 132-135
Caius Caligula, 42
CALCINATION, 173

Calcination, 139-145-148-150-
204 Perfect, 204

Calid, 3I-140-108
Calio, 160
Cambar, 181-182
Camerith, 185
Cancer, 186
Capital of the Alembic, 150
Casket of Bacchus, 158

of Thetis, 158
Caspa, 182
Castor, 158
Caverns, of Heliocon, 158

of Monsters, 158
Celandines, 138
Cementation, 132

Ceration, 204-207

Cérer, 207

Ceres, 133-216

Ceruse, 182

Chaia, 182

Chaleitis, 186

Chalice of Juno, 138

Chamber of Leda, 158

Chaos, 33154 : ,r

Charcoal,

Chemical aud Physical 0.5
servations on the prop-
erties and effects of
Light and Fire, 104

Chemistry, 27-28-20-41

Chibur, 186

Child, Philosophical, 184

Chimera, 147

Christophe Parisien, 24

Chrysopeia, 143

Cimeter of Perseus, 167

Cinnabar, 137

Circulation, 171

Clangor Buccine, 25

Claude Bernard, (11

Clay, 149

Clemens of Alexandria, 39
40

Clepsydra, 158

Clibanically, 198

Cloud, 149

Club of Hercules, 167

Clytemnestra, 158

Coagulation, 145-171

Code of all Truth, 140

Cochineal, 186

Cock, 186

Cock’s Comb, 186

Codicil, 45-130-166

Calum Philosophorum, 137
Coffer, 158 of Denca.
lion, 158
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THE THREE KiING-
DOMS, OF THE, 95
Dijunction, 140
Diocletian, 23-24
Diodorus of Sicily, 17-39-40-
7
Disposition, 145-146

Dissertation tmprimed par-
wii les Eléiments de
Chymic de Boerhave, 9o

Dissolution, 145-148-140-150

Distillation, 9QI-139-145-150-
. ,203-204

Division, 150

Dragons,  134-146-147-150-

171-184-187-188-199-220

Dropsy of Mercury, 211
Drutds, 127
Dry Water, 7590
Dynastia Nowa, 42
E, 182
Eagles, 187-188-199
Earth, 183 Black, 149
Fertile, 183
of Leaves, 150
Potential, 183
Sulphurous, 149
EARTH, OF THE 79
Eau-de-vie, 138
Ebisemeth, 181
FEeclestast, 313-54-71-99
Eclipsed Sun, 150
Eclipse of the Sun and
Moon, 150
Edison, 8
Egg 140-1409-154-182

of the Philosopher, 154~

159 Shells, 138-183
Eggs, 58
Egypt, 17

Electra of the FPhiloso-
phers, 137-182

243

Llectrum Minerale, de 42

Elementary World, 62
ELEMENTS, OF THE 7
Eliphas Lévi 102
Elixir, 128-16G
ELIXIR, OF THE 191
ELIXIR ACCORDING TO

' Esracyet, OPER-

ATION, OF THE 193
Eller, 81
Emerald Table, 45-56
Enatiatie Method. trium

Gebri Medicin, 145-182-
Enchynidion

< B m -

En':i::l:. 7 éf
Enemy, 182
Entretionts du Roi Calid

ef de Morien,  31-36-45-

I
Esdrai,s 41
Esep, 184
Esid, 140
Espagnet, d’ 24-28-44-45-46

47-75-104 - 107 - 132 -133-
143-160-361-166-171- 184-
187-191-192-193- 196~ 98-

200-212-219
Essence, 182

White, 182
Ethelia, 181
Ether, Cosmic 56
Ethiopian grain, 186
Etienne, 24
Euclides, 143
Euphrates, 182
Europa, 219
Eusebius, 38
Eustathius, 42
Evacuation, 71
Evangil, g8
Eve, 182
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Lithogeognosia, 90
Lover ot Philalethes, 51
Lucretius, 62-76
Ludus Pueroriem, 25-159
Luna, 210

Lully, Raymond 17-22-25-
43-81-90-136-155-166-100-

208-211
Magii, Persian 127
Magisterium, 34-30-78-153
Magna et Sacra Scientia, 24
Magnesia, 140
Black, 149
Red, 186
White, if2
Maier, Michel, 24-46

Macames oF THE METALS,
OF THE 211

Male, 186
Malefaction, i50
Man, 186
Maxn, oF 66
Manetho, 30
Manget, k e}
Manure, 130-140-154
Marcassites, 138
Mark, 127
Marviage of the Sun and

Moon, 24
Mars, bMIyth.] 137-158-186-219
Mars, Oil of 186

Marteck, 186
Martinist Order, | 3]
Masculine Germ, 191
Materia Prima, 30-43-45-52-
5&;%—?31-:30-:34
Materia unda, 3076
Matrices, 157
Matter, 154
First, see Materia Prima
Lunar, 154

247

Confused, of the
Metals, 154
Secondary, see Materia
ﬁrcy:m’a,
nigue, 154-182
Unity of, 56
MATTER OF THE MaGNUM
Orus, oF THE
MaTtrer, ANcienT Privo-
SOPHICAL NAMES GIVEN

130

TO THIS 133
Matthew, 32-127
Maupertuis, de 122
Mausoleum, 158
Maya, 133
Mean, preparatory 182

MEANS OF ARRIVING AT

THE SECRET OF THE, 127
Mecubales, 127
Medea, 134
Mediator, plastic 102
Medicine, 27-38-112-153

of the Earth, 11§

of the Third Order, 153

Universal, 22
Meditation, 125
Melancholy, 149
Mémoire de T Académie de

Berlin, 81
Menstrum, B0-183-154-182

Second, 154

Stinking, 149
Mercury, {Pa%yth.} 135-136-

153-219

Mercury, DEFIRITIONS
AND PRDFEHTIES oF, ISZ‘

Mercury, B3-150-154
Coagulated, 182
Crude, 154
Dissolving, 153
Preparing, 154
Pur?gcd 182
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Setting, 182
Sophic, 58-102-131-137-
145-147-153
Thickened, 154
Merlin, 151
ﬁET:ﬁ-LIE PRINCIPLES,OF 129
etallurgy, 2
M;tamﬁo:r:, lﬂ};
Meteors, 143
Meteors, 84
Metros, 186
Microcosm, 73183
Michel Maier, 24-46
Milk, 138
Insipid, 182
Virgin's, 182
Mind, 66
Mine, 154-186
of Celestial Fire, 185
of the Metals, 154
Qur, 154
Red, 185
Mineral Kingdom, g5
Mineral Salt, 182
Mineral Stone, 182
Minister, First 154
Mixed Body, 154

MixTs, oF THE GENERA-
TiON AND CoRRUP-

TION OF 09
MixTs, OF THE PRESER-
VATION OF 108

Mix1s, OF THE SouL oF 90
MoisT RADICAL, OF THE 100

Moist Radical, iz
Moly, 41-135
Molybdenos, 135
Money, piece of 154
Montanor, Guy de 24
Moon, 134-137-154-182

Full, 182
Morien, 17-24-31-34-35-36-45-

134-140-145-140-159-181-
185
Morienus, Romanus, se¢
above

Morning, 186
Mortar, 30-160
Mortification, 203
Moses, 39-53-54-57-63-85-101-
[}
Mnth:ﬁ 154-182
MovEMENT, OF 113
Mud, 82
Multiplication, 138
MULTIPLICATION, THE 196
Muses, 154-158
Naiads, 219

NAMES GIVEN TO THE
MATTER BY THE
ANCIENTS, 133

NAMES GIVEN TO THE
Vase BY THE AN-

CIENTS, 158
Naptha, 150
Narcissus, 183
NATURE, OF 61
Nectar, 41
Neophyte, 6
Nepenthes, 4
Neptune, 77-133-136
Neusis, 136
Wicolas Flamel, see Flamel
Night, 149

Nigrum, nigro, nigrius, 34-

Nitre, 128
Norton, Thomas 25
Noscus, 143

Norum Lumen Chemicum, 21-
22-46-04-187-191

Numus, 181

Nymphs, 41-154-219

Qak, hollow 150-160
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Plants, 140
Plastic Mediator, 102
Plato, 17
Pliny, 17-41-42-194-216
Plutarch, 38-135
Pluto, 77-153
Point, 132

Poisson, Albert 11-75-130-132

Pollux, 158
Pontanus, 24-166
Poppy, 186

Pott, 30-80-90-91-104-105-106-

1oy
Powder, Black 149
of Projection, 212

Power, first 154
PREFACE, 2
PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE, 17
Preparation, 168-203
PrESERvATION oF MixTs,

OF THE 108
Priests, Egyptian 127
Prima Materl:?a, 30-43-45-52-

§6-75-76-81-130
Prince Adept, 1o
Principles, 75

PRINE‘]PLES or Paysics
AccorpiNc T0O HER-
METIC PHILOSOPHERS, 49

Prison, 154
Prometheus, 105-167
Protyle, g
FProverbs, 20
Psalms, G506
PUTREFACTION, 174
Putrefaction, 147-148-149
203-204
FPymander, Divine  34-35-55-
62-66
Pyramid, 158
Pythagoras, 17-00-134
181

Python,

The Great Hct.,

S:ickguld. 186
icksilver, 130-131-151-152

Cuicksulphur, 186
UINTESSENCE, 194
ADICAL, OF THE Moist 109

Raimondus Lullius, see

Raymeond Lulle
Rain, 186
Raymond Lulle, 17-22-25-43-
81-00-130- 136- 155 - 166 -
19g-208-211

Rebis, 151-181-182-183
Rebus Chemicis, de 24
Receipts, 139

Receptivity of the Mind, 7
Reciprocal Attraction, 53

Rectification, 171
Redness, 186-216
Red Servant, 140
Red Stone, 39
Reduction, 150-171
Réezon, 186
Reflex Action, 73
Reichembach, de 102
Religion, 126
Rennet, 138
Re Recta Tractatulus Chemi-
s, de 24
Residence, 186
Resurrection, 183
Retractations, 143
Reverheration, 145
Rhasis, 24-147
Rhwea, —— 133-150
Richard, 25
Right, 186
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