The Three Treatises of Philalethes (part 1)

CHAPTER |
Of the Claims of our Art, its Students, and its Mehod
All men who devote their lives to the study of amy; or to any kind of occupation, have beforerteges, as the
aim of their efforts, perfection in the thing whittiey pursue. But only few attain to the goal @tlwishes: there
are many architects, but few masters of the aardifitecture; many students of medicine, but few fite

Hippocrates or Galen; many mathematicians, butdmficients like Archimedes; many poets, but fewrthg to

rank with Homer. Yet, even men who have nothingertban a respectable knowledge of their calling,capable
of being useful to society.

Among those who devote themselves to the transiontaf metals, however, there can be no such thing
mediocrity of attainment. A man who studies this, Amust have either everything or nothing. An Aletigt who
knows only half his craft, reaps nothing but disasiptment and waste of time and money; moreovelayehimself
open to the mockery of those who despise our Arbsg, indeed, who succeed in reaching the goaleof t
Magistery, have not only infinite riches, but theans of continued life and health. Hence it isnttost popular of
all human pursuits. Anyone who has read a few "R¢geclaims the title of a Sage, and conceiveatiost
extravagant hopes; and, in order to give themsehesppearance of very wise men indeed, suchperso
immediately set themselves to construct furnadikshéir labora
tories with stills and alembics, and approach tbekwith a wonderful appearance of profundity. Tlaglppt an
obscure jargon, speak of the first matter of théaflegand discuss with a learned air the rotatfath® elements, and
the marriage of Gabritius with Beya. In the meanmtitmowever, they do not succeed in bringing aboyt a
metamorphosis of the metals, except that of thalid gnd silver into copper and bronze.
When captious despisers of our Art see this, tmawdrom such constant failures the conclusion thatArt is a
combination of fiction and imposture; whilst thasko have ruined themselves by their folly confihistsuspicion
by preying on the credulity of others, pretendiodnave gained some skill by the loss of their moiyhis way
the path of the beginner is beset with difficultéasl pestilent delusions of every kind; and, thiotlg fault of these
swindlers, who give themselves such wonderful @ingrofundity and learning, our Art itself has &dlinto utter
disrepute, though these persons, of course, kndiinmgpwhatever about it. The beginner finds it eriely difficult
to distinguish between the false and the trueigtast Labyrinth of Alchemy. Bernard of Trevisamshim to
eschew like the plague these persons who holdoontasy vain and empty promises; while | have wmittas
Treatise for the guidance of the blind, and thérircdion of the erring. | wish, in the first plade,clear our Art from
the slanders which have been cast upon it, theledoribe the qualifications of its students andnigthods of
procedure. After these prefatory explanations,lll gitd myself to a description of the Art itself.
Before | say anything else, | would record my meestnest protest against that method of reasonimghiigh the
deceptions of certain wretched sophists are latéaharge of this science. The wickedness of safrite lying
professors can prove nothing either for or agaiagienuineness. Such a position could be made golydy
arguments based on natural relations; but suchragts it is impossible to find. The light of Natuseoo bright to
be darkened by these obscurists. | hope my Bodlstéw that the Transmutation of Metals, from apénfiect to a
perfect state, is a real and true achievementtlatdy the co-operation of Nature and Art. Theydhing that
distinguishes one metal from another, is its degfawaturity, which is, of course, greatest in thest precious
metals; the difference between gold and lead i®netof substance, but of digestion; in the bassahthe coction
has not been such as to purge out its metallic iitipst If by any means this superfluous impureteratould be
organically removed from the baser metals, theylvbacome gold and silver. So miners tell us thatllhas in
many cases developed into silver in the boweld®farth; and we contend that the same effecoduped in a
much shorter time by means of our Art. It is a thett the Mercury which is generated in the bowélhe earth, is
the common substance of all metals -- since thiscltg will enter into combination with every kind metal --
which could not be the case if it were not natyrakin to them all. Mercury is a water that wilbawith nothing
that is not of the same nature. By Art, the handns&iNature, Mercury can be so successively corcbaiith all
metals, that one and the same under the same @duiux, may subalternately shew and expressriiee
temperature and properties of them all. MoreoVématals are capable of being resolved into rugmtercury --
and surely this could not be if it were not theinmomon substance. Again, the Mercury of lead mapimecthat of
iron, the Mercury of iron that of copper; while thtercury of tin may even be transmuted into thasiber and
gold -- a fact which triumphantly demonstratesshbstantial affinity of all the metals. From antimyptoo, a good
Mercury is obtained, which some of our Artists abée to change into metallic mercury. It is alseell-established




fact that the Mercury gained from any metallic dnenal body possesses the properties of assinglabmmon
Mercury to its own nature; thus common Mercury rhagome that of all metals in turn. Do not theseiargnts
clearly shew that there is one Mercury, and thabhévarious metals it is only differentiated acting to their
different degrees of digestion or purity? | do se¢ how these arguments can be answered. It iblgossleed that
some dull person may allege in refutation of oasoming his inability to accomplish those chemical
transformations on which it is based; but such ajfees would be vindicating too great an honourtfieir ignorance
if they claimed to advance it as an argument ag#nestruth of our Art. They must not make theirrolittle
understandings the standard or measure of theljplagss of Nature. At any rate, my word is as gasitheirs (and
better, since they can never prove a negative)] dndmost positively and solemnly assert thatuehaith my own
hands performed every one of the experiments whiglve described; and | know many others whoserexuee
has shewn these things to be true. How can ourregps hope to prevail against eye-witnesses byrmgation?
My testimony is borne out by the experience of smeim as Albertus, Raymund, Riplaeus, Flamellus,iéhois,
and a host of others. | confess that the transfooms of which | have spoken are not easy to acdismpbout
whoever has the Key of our Art can unlock all gatesl has power over all the secrets of Naturettsitkey is
possessed only by those who have both a theoratickh practical knowledge of natural processesuld here
reckon up divers mutations of metals, as, for msta Mars into Venus, by the acid stalagma ofalitiercury into
Saturn, Saturn into Jupiter, Jupiter into Lune,clilbperations, indeed, many vulgar chemists (faugh from the
top of the art) know how to perform. | might alstdavhat is known only to a few philosophers, tiharé is a secret
substance intermediate between metals and minérlsixed heavenly virtues of which produce a centzetal
without a name, which is, strictly speaking, nobetal at all, but a Chaos, or Spirit, for it is\alatile: from this all
metals can be educed without transmutatory Ekxien gold, silver, and mercury. It is called Chaljdy the author
of the " New Light," and it is the true key andsfiprinciple of our Art. What though the Sages haidelen all these
things, and set them forth parabolically for thestsons of knowledge? Are they any the less truthéd reason ?...
All that is wanted for the perfect development nfimperfect substance, is the gentle, digestivieactf a
homogeneous agent. This agent is gold, as hightunedas natural and artificial digestion can midkand a
thousand times more perfect than the common méthhbname. Gold, thus exalted, radically penesatinges,
and fixes metals. This scientific fact we may ithase in the following manner. If you take six pasrof silver, and
gild it with a single ounce of gold, you may aftemngds draw out the silver into threads of the gdteeness, and
still distinctly perceive in each thread the bailicy of gold. If then this dead, bodily, and eantistal (which, as a
body, of course, has no power to enter another)ocaty produce so wonderful an effect, does it seenedible
that the spirit of this gold, which can enter anth@ate the bodies of other metals, should transtbem into its
own nature ? If we had this spiritual tinctureitisot clear that it would do inwardly what the lyaaf the gold is
seen to do outwardly? Remember that our Tinctutieeifuintessence of gold, and infinitely more getrthan the
mere body of gold can ever be; and that it hasefbee, an infinitely greater power of diffusing gssential quality.
If gold thus spiritually enters another metal, il wlearly assimilate it to its own nature. Thetimed of this spiritual
ingestion we shall describe further on. Let us @ud in this place, where we are discussing thenale of

metallic transmutation, that seed is the perfeatibany seed-bearing substance; that which hasedis altogether
imperfect. It is, then, as the poet sings: "Goldtams the seeds of gold, though they be deeplyenid Gold is not
only perfect, but the most perfect thing of itsciie., of metals). If gold has seed, it must betamed in water,
which is the habitation of all spirits, seed beingertain spiritual means of conserving any spetig®ld is to be
dissolved for the purpose of educing its seeddissolution will have to take place by means of game metallic
water. When this dissolution takes place, the goid off its earthly form, and assumes a watersnfddow, gold
being both the starting point and the goal in thele of this generative process, it is clear tiieéhtermediate
operations must be of a homogeneous charactethég. must consist in gradual modifications of teed of gold.
The processes of our Art must begin with the digsah of gold; they must terminate in a restoratddthe essential
quality of gold. But as the negative can never hexthe positive, the final form of our gold mustdssentially
different from its initial one. The final form i®snuch more noble than the initial one as fire sersubtle and
spiritual than earth. What | have written is enofgththe faithful student of our Art; and to itsdtibe and carping
critics this book is not addressed. Therefore llimdw go on to add a word or two about the quedifions of those
who should study this noble science. Our Art h#lerianto disrepu e, as | have said, through theidity and -
dishonesty of many of its professors. They arelignomechanics who, not having skill and brainsugiofor an
honest trade, must needs meddle with our Art, ahdourse, soon lose all they possess. Othersy agaionly just
less ignorant than these persons; they are inreeat @ hurry to make gold before they have masteved the
rudiments of natural science; of course they &uend all they have, borrow money from their frermmuse
themselves and others with hopes of infinite weadtarn to talk a barbarous semiphilosophical jargmd afford a
capital handle to those who have an interest isialguour Art. Again, there are others who reallyéa true



knowledge of the secret, but who grudge otherdighé which has irradiated their own path; and vtherefore
write about it in hopelessly puzzling language, aihhe perplexed beginner cannot possibly undetsim this
class belong Geber, Arnold, and Lullius, who wolidde done much better service to the studenteif Had never
dipped pen in ink. The consequence is that eveeydro takes up this study at once finds himseffitoa most
perplexing labyrinth of falsehood and uncertaiitywhich he has no clue. | will therefore try tavgihim some
sound advice as to the best way of accomplishia@biject.
In the first place, let him carry on his operatiavith great secrecy in order that no scornful arrslous person
may know of them; for nothing discourages the begirso much as the mockery, taunts, and well-medvite of
foolish outsiders. Moreover, if he does not sucgsedrecy will save him from derision; if he doasceed, it will
safeguard him against the persecution of greedycarel tyrants. In the second place, he who wouttsed in the
study of this Art, should be persevering, industsidearned, gentle, good-tempered, a close stualettineither
easily discouraged nor slothful; he may work inogeeration with one friend, not more, but shouldabke to keep
his own counsel; it is also necessary that he shioave a little capital to procure the necessapteéments etc., and
to provide himself with food and clothing while fedlows this study, so that his mind may be undisted by care
and anxiety. Above all, let him be honest, Godifegrprayerful, and holy. Being thus equipped, heutd study
Nature, read the books of genuine Sages, who #@fenénpostors nor jealous churls, and study tlewyand
night; let him not be too eager to carry out evdpa practically before he has thoroughly testedntl found it to
be in harmony not only with the teaching of all Beges, but - also of Nature herself. Not untihtlet him gird
himself for the practical part of the work, andhé@n constantly modify his operations until he s#essigns which
are described by the Sages. Nor let him despaigthtie take many false steps; for the greatestgiphers have
learned most by their mistakes. For his guidand@ese operations he will find all the light hewigs in the
following treatises.
CHAPTER Il
Of the Origin of this Art and its Writers; its Funda mental Metallic Principles, and the Gradual Producton of
Metals and Minerals
Hermes, surnamed Trismegistus, is generally regaadehe father of this Art; but there are différ@pinions with
regard to his identity. Some say he was Mosesigate that he was a very clear-sighted philosophefjrst extant
author on the subject, and was also of Egyptiaraetibn. Others say that Enoch invented the A, &efore the
coming of the Flood described it on the so-callegrald tables, which were afterwards found by Heringhe
valley of Hebron. Many assert that it was knowd\ttam, who revealed it to Seth; that Noah carriedstbcret with
him into the Ark, and that God revealed it to ScbomBut | do not agree with those who claim for éutra
mystical origin, and thus only make it ridiculomsthe eyes of a scornful world. If it is foundedtbe eternal
verities of Nature, why need | trouble my head wfite problem whether this or that antediluvian peege had a
knowledge of it? Enough for me to know that it &santrue and possible, that it has been exercisatidinitiated
for many centuries, and under the most distantuitddis; it may also be observed that though mottesie write in
an obscure, figurative, allegorical, and altogetienplexing style, and though some of them haveadlgtmixed
falsehood with truth, in order to confound the itarg, yet they, though existing in many seriesgesa differing in
tongue and nation, have not diversely handled geeadion, but do all exhibit a most marvellous atriking
agreement in regard to the main features of tkaicting -- an agreement which is absolutely ineaplie, except
on the supposition that our Art is something mbinta mere labyrinth of perplexing words. Our Artriost plainly
and straightforwardly expounded by Bernard of TsayRipley the English man, Flamellus the Frenchman
Sendivogius, the author of the "New Light," the myimmous author of the "Arcanum of Hermes," who alsote
Enchiridion Physicae Restituae, and "The Laddé?tofosophers,” the great "Rosary," the "Child'syPléhe Tract
of Dionysius Zachary, the works of Morienus, therkgoof Egidius de Vadis, Augurellus' poem entitled
"Goldmaking," the works of Peter Bonus of Ferraz the "Abridged Rosary." Let the student proaure or
more of these, and similar genuine works on Alcheamgl let him study the secrets of Nature by thletlivhich
they throw upon it. He will find a knowledge of nadl science, and more particularly of mineraldggjspensable
for his purpose.
All philosophers tell us that there are four eletegwhich compose all things, and, by means of tigerse
combination, produce various forms. But the trgtkhiat there are only three elements, i.e., thdsehnof their own
nature are cold -- air, water, and earth. The defelbeat which we perceive in them is in propartio their
distance from the sun. Fire | do not acknowledgaraslement. There is no fire, except the commmeihich
burns on the hearth; and its heat is essentiaiiraetive. The heat there is in things is the pob@ither of light, or
motion, or life, or alterative processes. Fireas an element, but a robber that preys on the mtsdf the four
elements; it is a violent corruptive motion caubgdhe clashing of two active principles. Thus, see that it is an
operation of two other substances, not a substaritself -- a result of the active co-operationraofomburent and a



combustible. The nature and characteristic quafitye three elements is cold, and they possedohbaas an
accident... Nor is it true that objects are forrbgda mixture of these three elements; for dissinthangs can never
really unite, seeing that union is a complete nixtand concretion of the smallest atoms or molascoféwo
substances. But such a mixture is impossible ic#se of two dissimilar matters, as, for instabetyween water
and earth (or water and wine); they admit of beiegarated at any time on account of the disprapodf their
smallest particles. It may be said that for theesaikunion the grosser element becomes as subtie agher; but if
this were the case, if for the purpose of uniorewbecame as subtle as air, that would simply rtegtrwater
became air, an assumption which would thus failrtove the possibility of an amalgamation of watad air. Is it
not a simpler and more credible supposition that water or air, as the case may be, enters im@tmposition of
any given object? But if any one still persistsriaintaining this permutation of the elements (whatfter all, would
only mean that all things consist of air) -- let ask the humble question -- by the activity of whgént they are so
transmuted? Moreover, one would also be glad toiemgvhat is the use of this permutation of eantb water, and
of water into air? What can earth converted intéewaor water converted into air, perform, thatldowot be just as
well accomplished by simple unchanged water or &irfely, Nature does nothing in vain: | but hereildde a
difficult and wasteful process of transmutation stantly going on, which is not calculated to seamg useful
purpose whatsoever. If it be said that earth radeifito water is like water, yet not exactly watay, answer is that
this is a mere quibble about words, and that ifrdrefied earth is only like water, and not realigter, it cannot
possibly combine with it in its smallest particles; nothing is gained by this hypothesis. Hencenag conclude
that all things derive their origin from one elemmemhich can be neither earth nor air. This | cquidve at great
length if | were not cramped for space. It followen, that water must be the first principle étlaihgs, i.e., of all
concrete bodies in this world; earth is the fundataleelement in which all bodies grow and are pne=g air is the
medium into which they grow, and by means of whidh celestial virtues are communicated to them. Seeal of
all things has been placed by God in water. Theslsame exhibit openly, like vegetables, some kedpeir
kidneys, like animals; some conceal in the depfhibair essential being, like metals. The seediliges into action
by its form (i.e., a certain appropriate celestillence) coagulates the material water, and passeugh a series
of fermentative processes (fermentation being tireiple of all transmutation), until it has produtthat for the
production of which it was specially suited. If theed is metallic, there; generated from it firdtwaliquid, which
does not wet the hand viz., Mercury, the motheaallofnetals. Mercury may be described as the tmsé finatter of
metals; for not until the elemental water has bexdfercury can it be affirmed with any degree otaiety that a
metal or mineral must result from it. Water isjtgelf, potentially the seed of either an animajetable, or mineral;
but Mercury is metallically differentiated wateg, it is water passed into that stage of developnie which it can
no longer produce anything but mineral substaridescury, then, is the common seed of gold, sileepper, tin
iron, lead, etc.; their difference is only to beigbt in the degree of their digestion. The digestsvnot any fat
sulphur which is brought to bear on them from wittydout Mercury contains within itself the activerziple of its
development, viz., the inward heat due to celestfalences, causing vitality, and dependent orfithess of the
womb. These heavenly influences are at work througithe world; but their exact mode of action isetmined by
the potential nature of the seed; if the inwarel liE metallic, the course of its development bymaed outward
agents will also be metallic. Still Mercury devesognly where these outward influences (celestiditarrestrial)
can be brought to bear. In every other place itagpear a cold, dead, and lifeless substanceinBhe centre of its
nativity it is quickened by the action of celesti#luences, conveyed to it through the mediuminfvahence
results heat, wherewith life is necessarily assediaNow, the womb in which this Mercury is placedeither
more, less, or not at all suited to it; and acauydo the different degrees of this fitness, thestance either remains
altogether stationary, or is more or less perfedtiyeloped; imperfection of development yieldsithperfect
metals, while by means of perfect development avdyred silver and gold; but all metals, thouglfedéntiated by
the degree of their digestion or maturity, haveghme first substance, viz., Mercury. The drossiaupdirities
which are largely found in the base metals, fornpad of the original Mercury but are added aftedsahrough
some flaw in the process of coagulation, or throtghimpurity of the place or womb in which theietallic
generation (fermentation) takes place. But | wilwngo on to deal with the special subject of thigafises, viz., .
the renovation or multiplication of gold and silver
CHAPTER IlI
Of the Generation of Gold and Silver from the Mercuial Substance, and the Possibility of bringing Imgrfect
Metals to the same State of Perfection
To the aforesaid source (Mercury) we trace thénlaiftgold, and of its sister, silver; they repragéis substance
brought to perfection by means of digestion. Péidads of two kinds, inchaotive or complete, palrtr entire.
Complete perfection (the complete digestion otalldities and elimination of all impurities) is th#imate aim of
Nature; and she has reached it in our gold, whiith i brilliancy lights up the whole earth. Indiive perfection



may be so named, not absolutely but relatively, méempared with essentially imperfect bodies. THusdies are
formally or essentially imperfect in the composgitiof which the impure predominates over the pusehat they
could never of themselves (by natural developmgaireperfection; this is the case with all me&tsept gold and
silver. But whenever the pure is freed from thewptive tyranny of the impure, and obtains the e@sover it, we
have inchaotive perfection, though the developmétite body may be still incomplete. These crudiaed
impurities do not originally belong to the metaliebstance, and are very well capable of beingratgghfrom it; if
they are so purged off before coagulation, we gedréect metal. But even if they are coagulatee@tiogr with the
Mercury, it is still possible to separate them fritpand thus to perfect the Mercury. It is on thassibility that our
Art is based; and its business is to perform taasation. The base metals contain the same measuygld; if we
can free this Mercury from the impurities which dhém its development, it must also go on to perfegti.e.,
become gold. If we could find some separating agdmth would perform this office for the impure ranals, it
would also be a digestive, i.e., it would quickba inward metallic digestion of the long-entombeerdliry. Such a
separant is our divine Arcanum, which is the hebvspirit of water with fiery penetrative power. @pared with
common gold, it is what the soul is in compariséthe body; and having attained the highest degfeerporeal
fixity, it takes up the Mercury of the base metats its own nature, and protects it from the fireile the
impurities are being burnt up. The Mercury of tlasd metals (unlike the Mercury of gold), if exposethe fire
without such protection, would not be able to emteuthe searching ordeal, but (having no cohesitiits
impure body and possessing no fixity in itself) wbsimply evaporate, and leave the impurities tdobed. But
our Arcanum, being both a spiritual and a homogesanbstance, is capable of entering into a peatectic union
with the imperfect metals, of taking up into itsrowature that which is like to it, and of impartitegthis Mercury
its own fixity, and protecting it from the fire, sthen the fire has burnt up all the impuritiest thich is left is, of
course, pure gold or silver, according to the dqualf the Medicine -- which from that time forwaisd(like all other
gold and silver) capable of resisting the mosta@ag ordeal. So you see we do not, as is sometiaids profess
to create gold and silver, but only to find an dgehnich -- on account of its homogeneity and spdiity -- is
capable of entering into an intimate (atomic) araturing union with the Mercury of the base metalsd we
contend that our Elixir is calculated, by the irgemlegree of its fixity and colour, to impart thgs@lities to any
homogeneous substance which does not possess them.
CHAPTER IV
Of the Seed of Gold; and whether other Metals havBeed
Seed is the means of generic propagation giveh pedect things here below; it is the perfectmfreach body; and
anybody that has no seed must be regarded as suopdiience there can be no doubt that there isatiting as
metallic seed. If metals have seed, they certalalyot lose it in coagulation, which is the effetperfection (or
rather of perfect conditions). Now, in all seed+trgthings maturity means the perfect developnoétihe seeds,
and it stands to reason that metallic seed is fihrrenost certainly not destroyed by coagulatibe (haturing
process). If it be asked whether all metals haeel sey answer is, that the seed of all metalsastime; but that in
some it is found nearer to, and in some furthemftbe surface. All metallic seed is the seed ofigfar gold is the
intention of Nature in regard to all metals. If th@se metals are not gold, it is only through saowdental
hindrance; they are all potentially gold. But, oficse, this seed of gold is most easily obtainfbla well-matured
gold itself. Hence it would be lost labour to end®ma to obtain it from tin or lead by some labosqurocess, when
it may be more readily obtained from gold itselér®ember that | am now speaking of metallic seed ran of
Mercury. Lead is to be multiplied, not in lead, buty in gold; for only when it attains its matyrés gold can its
seed become fruitful. It may be admitted that silvas its own seed, as there is a white (as wellrasl)
multiplicative Tincture. Still, the White Tinctuie really contained in the Red; and the seed eésik nothing but
a modification of that of gold. The whiteness d¥esi is the first degree of perfection, the yell@sn of gold is the
second, or highest degree. For the mother of ameSfthe silver of the Sages) is white, and impgstahiteness to
our gold, whence the offspring of these two parérgasbecomes white, like its mother, and thenwétth the royal
blood of its father.
CHAPTER V
Of the Virtue of Golden Seed, and where it is moseadily found
In order that we may obtain this means of perfecitinperfect metals, we must remember that our Aroais gold
exalted to the highest degree of perfection to tvihe combined action of Nature and Art can devéldp gold,
Nature has reached the term of her efforts; busé®eel of gold is something more perfect still, Bncultivating it
we must, therefore, call in the aid of Art. Thedeé metals is hidden out of sight still more coatply than that of
animals; nevertheless, it is within the compassusfArt to extract it. The seed of animals and vegles is
something separate, and may be cut out, or otheiseisarately exhibited; but metallic seed is détLthroughout
the metal, and contained in all its smallest paxither can it be discerned from its body: itg&otion is therefore a



task which may well tax the ingenuity of the mogberienced philosopher; the virtues of the whol¢aingave to
be intensified, so as to convert it into the spefraur seed, which, by circulation, receives thués of superiors
and inferiors, then next becomes wholly form, aavenly virtue, which can communicate this to othretated to it
by homogeneity of matter. In respect of the Stdime whole of gold is its substance. The place iiciwvthe seed
resides is -- approximately speaking -- water; forspeak properly and exactly, the seed is thdlsshgart of the
metal, and is invisible; but as this invisible gese is diffused throughout the water of its kiadg exerts its virtue
therein, nothing being visible to the eye but wabtex are left to conclude from rational inductitiat this inward
agent (which is, properly speaking, the seed)aiy¢here. Hence we call the whole of the watedséust as we
call the whole of the grain seed, though the gefriifeis only a smallest particle of the grain.tBhe seminal life is
not distinct from the remaining substance of metalher, it is inseparably mingled with the smstllgarts of the
body. Roughly speaking, however, we describe thelevbf our golden water as the seed of gold, becthis
seminal virtue pervades it in a most subtle marifeis seminal virtue the ancient Sages called itidem ferment,
the poison, or the invisible fire; again, they sdudt it was fire, or that fire resided in the watbey distinguished
between soul and spirit, of which the former istiedium, the latter the active virtue. If anyonenders that we
describe water as the seat of the seed, or thenaksmiirit, let him remember that in the beginnihg Spirit of God
moved on the face of the waters, i.e., penetrédtenh twith His heavenly quickening power. Thus, friva very first
day of Creation, water has been the source andealeofi all things. For water alone contains thalses all things;
yet in vegetables they are put forth in crudeinignimals they are preserved in the kidneys; whil@inerals they
are diffused throughout the whole substance; neekrss, seed can never leave its original seatiager). Things
are preserved by that from which they derive thaiin; for the cause of their origin being remoy#e things
which are the effect must also cease to exist; éaéime multiplication and nutrition of all thingsiiswater and
through water. Vegetables are generated and negrisythe aqueous Teffas of the earth; animalsi®@yiquid
chyle; metals by the mercurial liquid. Animals pres their seed in their kidneys, and in due timgqet it into the
proper womb, where it is first moulded into a tenaled very compacted foetus; this fetus is nouddhethe liquid
female menstruum, and thus grows until the timeefor it to be born. Then it is nourished withknihtil it can
bear stronger food; but this solid food does nabbee real nutriment until the stomach has convettieto a liquid
chyle (as, for instance, bones in the stomacheotitig). In the same way the metals keep their giesteed where it
cannot be seen; but even there it is preservediarwThence the Artist extracts it, puts it irtdawn proper
womb, where it is cherished and grows, until (byameeof corruption) it attains to its glorificatiofhis is a most
difficult operation, because the Metals, in whibk seed is hidden, are so firmly and tightly congécand will not
yield to violence, but only to a gentle and exdeigisubtle chemical process. Then | say to yoat, tiere is a
womb into which the gold (if placed therein) wil its own accord, emit its seed, until it is débtled and dies, and
by its death is renewed into a most glorious Kinbgo thenceforward receives power to deliver allbvisthren from
the fear of death.
CHAPTER VI
Of the Mode and Means of Extracting this Seed
That the most beautiful things are the most diffitm produce is the experience of all mankind; drisl not to be
wondered at, therefore, that the most gloriousubfumary operations is attended with a very greaiunt of
difficulty. If any student of this Art is afraid dfard work, let him stop with his foot upon theetbinold. When,
indeed, the Father of Lights has entrusted thedfelie Art to any man, that which remains to beadmmere
child's play; his eyes are ravished with the saftihe most glorious signs, until the time of hatvarrives. Without
this, error and vexation will be the result. Therefthe wise man, before commencing the work, véglchiefly
solicitous of knowing it by its marks. Let the sarfknowledge learn that the great object of ourigthe
manifestation of the hidden seed of gold, which lsarffected only by full and perfect volatilisatiof that which
is fixed, and the subsequent corruption of itsipaldr form. To break up gold in this way is theshprofound
secret in the world. It is not brought about byrosive depravation of the metal, nor by the ususthod of
dissolution, but by our philosophical solution bétmetal into mercurial water, by means of a previmercurial
calcination (made by means of the agent ), whigirasluced through the subtle rotation and conversfdhe
elements; this calcination, again, is a mortificatof our homogeneous liquid with the dry elemesibbging to it;
afterwards the dry is so far revived by means isfsame liquid, that the perfectly matured virtesetracted from
the substance by the solvent, is the cause ot#thisnation and solution. Here, then, there isawnr for the action
of a corrosive. Gold, which is the most solid, sggpfire-proof, and fixed of all substances, ib#volatilised, and
no mere corrosive will accomplish such a perfeetinge of nature. The mighty agent required for phigpose must
be homogeneous, amicable, and spiritual, i.e.ugtrbe akin to the body (of gold), and yet strongugh to
overcome it; and penetrate to its very core, Igidl/ing each smallest part of the gold true golold@oes not easily



give up its nature, and will fight for its life, baur agent is strong enough to overcome andtkélrid then it also
has power to restore it to life, and to changdifekess remains into a new pure body.
CHAPTER VII
Of the First Agent or Womb, into which our Seed shold be emitted and where it is matured
There remains to be found an Agent, by means ofwthie aforesaid operation may be performed. Rsipilrpose
we require a homogeneous water. For we have saeththseed Of gold is concealed, and can remgdnteél
only in water, and this water must be homogenedtistive body, or else it could not penetrate &l tthick
integuments by means of which this seed is sect@dike generates like, that is to say, everynagigat exercises
a generative action upon anything, transmutesifgaas possible) into its own nature. The Aghahtmust be akin
to the body which is to be dissolved, and, moregverfectly pure from all dross or alloy. Again, evhas gold is
fixed and solid, the Agent must be highly volatiled spiritual; gold is thick and gross, our Agensibtle gold is
dead our Agent is living and life-giving: in shooyr Agent should have all those qualities whiclddas not, and
which it is to impart to the gold. Hence we con@ubat Mercury alone is the true Key of our Art; ifids in truth
the dry water described by the Sages, which, thdigghd, does not wet the hands, nor anything tia¢ does not
belong to the unity of its substance. Mercury is @aorkeeper, our balm, our honey, oil, urine, rdayv, mother,
egg, secret furnace, oven, true fire, venomous @ragheriac, ardent wine, Green Lion, Bird of Hesim@oose of
Hermogenes, two-edged sword in the hand of ther(®hiat guards the Tree of Life, &c., &c.; it iardrue, secret
vessel, and the Garden of the Sages, in which ouriSes and sets. It is our Royal Mineral, ourrtpphant
vegetable Saturnia, and the magic rod of Hermesydans of which he assumes any shape he likasoithis
water that the Sage uses the words: "Let Alcherbizést as much as they like, but without this wtter
transmutation of metals is impossible. In Natuiis itot such as we use it in our Art; it is a mamthmon thing, and
yet the most precious treasure of all the worltherefore, Son of Knowledge, pay diligent heed jowords: Take
that which in itself is most impure, the strumpetman, purge it radically of all its uncleanness] artract from it
that which is most pure, namely, our menstruunvésd), the Royal Diadem." Behold, | have told yowifew
words that which ennobles the Sage, delivers hinmferror, and leads him to the most beautiful meaa
delights... The Arcanum which we seek is nothingdmld exalted to its highest degree of perfecttbrpugh the
operation of Nature assisted by our Art. When ther® hidden in the body of gold is brought out byams of our
Art, it appears under the form of Mercury, whertds exalted into the quintessence which is firkttey and then,
by means of continuous coction becomes red. Adlihthe work of our homogeneous Agent our Merturia
Ponticum, which is pure crystalline without transgecy, liquid without humectation, and, in shong true Divine
water, which is not found above-ground, but is preg by the hand of the Sage, with the co-operatidvature,
which we know, have seen, have made, and stillgzss&hich also we desire to make known to thestugents of
our Art, while it is our wish to hide it only frotihe unworthy.
CHAPTER VIII
Concerning the Genealogy of the Mercury of the Sageits Origin, Birth, and the Signs which precede red
accompany it
Some boastful and arrogant sophists, who haveingagloks that our Mercury is not common Mercury] arho
know that it is called by different names, do nloish to come forward as pretenders to a knowledg@ioArt, and
take upon themselves to describe this solventashdnous and limpid, or as a metallic gum whigteisniscible
with metals, though they do not in reality know #niiyg whatsoever about it. The same may be saidosie who
would extract our Mercury from herbs or other stilbre fantastic substances. These gentry know hgtthe Sages
do not use Mercury such as is sold by apothecasgédkeir substance. They are aware of the factreut
unacquainted with its causes; and the consequsrhe idea which they have that anything which gearthe
nature of common Mercury, will convert it into thaftthe Sages. But in regard to these foolish persbhave
already expressed our opinion... All metals, asrhdnstrated in the second chapter, have the samsstial
principle, viz., Mercury. From this propositionfallows that the substance of common Mercury is bgemeous
with that of all the other metals, and if the Mascaf the Sages be the homogeneous metallic wiaten differ
from common Mercury only in respect of its puritydaheat. The first substance of common Mercurias of all
other metals, viz., our Mercury. So long as it reTaan the veins of the earth, in a place perfeatigpted to its
generation, and is sheltered from crude air, dinstits inward movement and heat, which are tseaf all
metallic development. But if it be marred by angident, or if the place become unfit for it, thevard movement
is stopped, and the germinal life chilled like tbdtin egg which a hen has left after sitting diolitsome time. This
is the reason why those who have attempted to ig@smon Mercury by means of artificial heat haaitefl as
ludicrously as any one who should endeavour tokataiartificially an addled egg. The differencensstn the egg
and the metal is that our Art is capable of makjngd the damage, but not by artificial means. Westaacrude,
undigested, frigid, unmatured metallic mass, whigimts the form of our Mercury, for which it mustceange its



own, if it is to become that which we seek. Wittstlnd in view, its deficiencies are twofold; i&ture is clogged
with superfluous foreign matter, and it does natgass the requisite spiritual virtue. Its supeiéigiconsist of
earthy leprosy, and aqueous dropsy. Its deficienone of true sulphureous heat, by means of wihigbuld be
enabled to purge off these superfluities. Wateteéd, is the womb, but no womb can receive a géain without
warmth. Supplement your (common) Mercury, therefari¢éh the inward fire which it needs, and it vétbon get rid
of all superfluous dross. If you can do this, yawé accomplished the great feat of the Sages.eduyas recovered
his empire; the black clouds of Saturn are disgkrard the sparkling fountain wells forth clear aode. This
substance will dissolve gold by means of a truéophphical solution, which is as different as cerfiom that
foolish use of corrosives which only destroy thdatiie nature. This Mercury (with) gold and silveaturally
produces the Arcanum, or potable gold, as all adepdw and can testify.
Here | conclude this Tract, as all that remainBdcsaid is set forth in a special (the next) Tseati

The Three Treatises of Philalethes (part 2)

Concerning the Philosopher's Stone and its Grand Aranum
The Philosopher's Stone is a certain heavenlyitsplir penetrative, and fixed substance, whichdwiall metals to
the perfection of gold or silver (according to theality of the Medicine), and that by natural metkiowhich yet in

their effects transcend Nature.

It is prepared from one substance, with which tit@fchemistry is conversant, to which nothinguikled, from
which nothing is taken away, except that its supitiés are removed. No one will question the tytif our Art, if
he believes that it enables us to transmute batasiieto gold. That base metals are capable df sansmutation
is clear; Nature has destined them all to beconid gat they have not been perfectly matured hiént, that which
hinders their perfect digestion be removed, thdlyallibecome gold; for crude, cold, and moist Mearcis the
common first substance of gold as well as of tireiometals. Hence all other metals may be perfantedjold, by
the aid of our Divine Magistery, which, being prdied upon imperfect metals, has power to quickemthturing
process by as much as itself exceeds the standsrdiiy of gold. How patent, then, must the spaitoature of our
Stone be, which can effect more in one hour byra peojection than Nature in the course of agethaf substance
which Nature supplies be taken in hand by Art,alis=d, coagulated, and digested, its perfectiandseased from
a monadic to a denary virtue; by repeating the gameess, it is increased a hundred-fold, and gh#rousand-fold,
etc. This wonderful Medicine penetrates each ssigtiart of the base metals (in the proportion df,000) and
tinges them through and through with its own nataeure: your arithmetic will fail sooner than itsrevailing
power. Each smallest part that is pervaded withvitadizing power of the Elixir in its turn tingdbkat part which is
nearest to it until the whole mass is leavened itstimarvellous influence, and brought to the petite of gold.
This is done in a very short time, on account efgpiritual nature of the agent; it is the trueatlietfire, and as a
common fire warms even those parts of any objeatiware not in immediate contact with the fire tisig Elixir
penetrates dissolved and melted metals in a moafeime-just in the same way as the virtue of leaweyeast is
brought to bear even upon those parts of the meihwt never reaches. A reproach is sometimedilat our
Art, as though it claimed the power of creatingdy@very attentive reader; of our former tract Wilbw that it only
arrogates to itself the power of developing, thitotlge removal of all defects and superfluities,gb&len nature,
which the baser metals possess in common withhilgaty-digested metallic substance.
Listen, then, while | make known to you the Grandakum of this wonder-working Stone, which at tame time
is not a stone, which exists in every man, and b&found in its own place at all times. L he knadge which |
declare is not intended for the unworthy, and ndit be understood by them. But to you who are eastadents of
Nature God will, at His own time, reveal this gtmrs secret.
I have shewn that the transmutation of metals isarahimerical dream, but a sober possibility ofuda, who is
perfectly capable of accomplishing it without the af magic and that this possibility of metalli@hsmutation is
founded upon the fact that all metals derive thégin from the same source as gold, and have loeén hindered
from attaining the same degree of maturity by @éeftapurities, which our Magistery is able to rereoltet me tell
you, then, what is the nature of this grand arcarwinich the Sages have called the PhilosophertseStut which
is in every man, in every thing, at every seasothefyear, if it be sought in the right place.
It must consist of the elements, for they are thigarsal substance of all things, and as it is ohtre
homogeneous with that of gold, it must be that Witontains the qualities of all elements in suclmbination as
to render it incapable of being destroyed by firéollows, then, that you must look for the subvste of our Stone
in the precious metals, since the required comiainatf elements is not found anywhere else. Thosésh



sophists who seek it outside the domain of metélsyever arrive at any satisfactory conclusionr Eere is only
one true principle, and nothing heterogeneous migttroduced into our Magistery.

For as a lion is always born of a lion, and a mia man, so all things owe their birth to that whibey are like;
that which is combustible is derived from that whis combustible, that which is indestructible frimat which is
indestructible. Nor must we expect to find the pifte which imparts the qualities of gold anywhbte in gold
itself. If, indeed, we were able to create the spef things, we might hope to evolve this metgtlimciple from
plants or animals which do not contain it; but tisahe privilege of God alone. We must be contertispose and
develop the sperm which is made ready to our haegsthings we are unable to produce, and even ifowd, our
artificial seed would be no better than that whitdture has provided. If any one calling himseliag& cannot use
the things which are already created, it does @efrslikely that he will be able to create new tkiogt of
heterogeneous substances-the seeds of metals leertsfor animals.

Thus, you see that the Stone which is to be thestoamer of metals into gold must be sought inghezious
metals, in which it is enclosed and contained.

But why is it called a Stone, though it is notengt, and how is it to be found? The Sages desitrdsebeing a
stone and not a stone; and the vulgar, who canmagine how so wonderful a thing should be produwexpt by
art-magics decry our science as impious, wicked,daabolical. Some silly persons clamour for an feaking the
profession or practice of this Art punishable tste law. Now, one can hardly be angry with theerhte and
ignorant persons who raise this cry; but whentiaken up by men of exalted station and profouadnieg, one
hardly knows what to say. These men | also reckooray the rude multitude, because they are deplprgbbrant
of everything pertaining to our Art, and yet, fotfgé of their dignity, they join in the hue and cagainst it, like so
many cowardly village curs. It is neither religiousr wise to judge that of which you know nothiagd yet that is
exactly what these people do, who claim to be @jthistians and scholars.

But let us return to the point from which we strdyS8ome Alchemists who are in search of our Arcasaak to
prepare something of a solid nature, because thaey heard the object of their search describedSisree.

Know, then, that it is called a stone, not becalisdike a stone, but only because, by virtué®fixed nature, it
resists the action of fire as successfully as amyes In species it is gold, more pure than thegtyit is fixed and
incombustible like a stone, but its appearanchas af very fine powder, impalpable to the touakest to the taste,
fragrant to the smell, in potency a most peneteapirit, apparently dry and yet unctuous, andyaapable of
tinging a plate of metal. It is justly called thatRer of all miracles, containing as it does &l #tements in such a
way that none predominates, but all form a ceffiftinessence; it is thus well called our gentletatie fire. It has
no name of its own; yet there is nothing in the leheorld whose name it might not with perfect piiepr bear. If
we say that its nature is spiritual, it would bemare than the truth; if we described it is as ocoegl, the expression
would be equally correct; for it is subtle, pentte, glorified, spiritual gold. It is the noblest all created things
after the rational soul, and has virtue to reptidefects both in animal and metallic bodies, égtoring them to the
most exact and perfect temper; wherefore is ititdt §p quintessence.

But | must proceed to answer the second and mquertiant part of my question. How is this Stone écobtained?
It does not exist in Nature, but has to be prepbyedrt, in obedience to Nature's law. Its substaisan metals; but
in form it differs widely from them, and in thisrsse the metals are not our Stone. For if we wolidit eur
Medicine fro.-n the precious metals, we must dedtine particular metallic form, without impairings ispecific
properties. The specific properties of the metaehtheir abode in its spiritual part, which resideRomogeneous
water. Thus we must destroy the particular forrgatl, and change it into its generic homogeneouenvin which
the spirit of gold is preserved,; this spirit aftands restores the consistency of its water, amdybifiorth a new form
(after the necessary putrefaction), a thousandstimere perfect than the form of gold which it Ibgtbeing
reincrudated.

It is necessary, then, to reduce metallic bodighed homogeneous water which does not wet thedahat from
this water there may be generated a new metallicisp which is nobler by far than any existing mefa., our
Celestial Ruby.

The whole process which we employ closely resenthiatsfollowed by Nature in the bowels of the eaetkcept
that it is much shorter. Nature produces the metat®f cold and humid Mercury by assiduous digestour Art
takes the same crude, cold, and humid Mercurycangbins with it mature gold, by a secret artifittee mixture
represents a new and far more potent Mercury, winighligestion, becomes not common gold, but onentare
noble, which can transmute imperfect metals inte gold.

Thus, you see that though our Stone is made ofagolik, yet it is not common gold. In order toiekar gold from
common gold, the latter must be dissolved in ouraral water which does not wet the hands; this miati®lercury
extracted from the red servant, and it is capab&ecomplishing our work without any further troalib the Artist.
It is that one true, natural, first-substance, tocl nothing is added, from which nothing is suttied, except



certain superfluities, which, however, it will cast without any aid by its own inherent vital aoii The chief
object of your perseverant efforts should be tisealiery of this Mercury, or the albefaction of oed Laton; all the
rest is mere child's play, as the Artist has oalipbk on while Nature gradually matures his sufista

But remember that our albification is by no meam&asy task. Gold which has been thus whitenecheaar
resume its old form, for, instead of being corpbesal fixed, it is now spiritual and volatile. Camntrate your
whole mind, therefore, on the whitening of the lmathh is easier to make gold than thus to desti®foirm; he who
so dissolves it may be said rather to coaguldier itlissolution of the body and coagulation of sipérit are
coincident in it.

Consider these signs, ye sons of knowledge. Thethwdissolves is spirit; that which coagulatesasiyn A body
cannot enter a body so as to cause dissolutiorg bpirit can enter it, attenuate and rarefy itl as you seek water,
you need water to bring it to light; for every Agdras a tendency to assimilate to itself that witieltts upon, and
every natural effect is conformed to the naturéhefefficient; hence water is necessary if you waxtract water
from earth.

When | speak of water, | do not mean aquafortigalravater, or any other corrosive whatsoever, lieise waters,
instead of dissolving metals, only corrode, mad eorrupt them, without destroying their old fortm,which task
they are insufficient, as they are not of a metailiture. No, our water is the water Mercury, whdidsolves
homogeneous metallic bodies, and mingles with threimdissoluble union, abides with them, is digdstgth them,
and together with them becomes that spiritual windlech we seek. For everything that dissolves swutze
naturally (still preserving the specific propertadghe thing dissolved) becomes one with it bo#terially and
formally, coalesces with it, and is thickened hyhus nourishing it; as we see in the case ohmgf wheat,
which, when dissolved by the humid earthy vapcereby takes up that vapour as its radical moisamé grows
together with it into a plant. We may also obsehad, every natural dissolution being a quickerohthat which
was dead, this quickening can take place only tjin@ome vital agent which is of the same essenitethé dead
thing; if we wish to quicken the (dead) grain ofealy we can do this only by means of an earthy wgpehich,

like the grain itself, is a product of the eartbr Ehis reason common Mercury can have no quickgeffect on
gold, because it is not of the same essence wighgtain of wheat sown in marshy soil, so far frbaing
quickened into life, is, on the contrary, destroyeecause the aqueous humour of the soil is nitteo§ame nature.
In like manner, gold, if mixed with common Mercupy, with anything except its own essential humainot
dissolved, because such waters are too cold, camdeimpure; for which reason, being utterly unigjad, they
cannot amalgamate with it, or attain with it tcaa fiobler degree of development. Our Mercury, iddéecold and
unmatured in comparison with gold; but it is puret, and well-digested in respect of common Mercuttyich
resembles it only in whiteness and fluxibility. QMercury is, in fact, a pure water, clean, cleaight, and
resplendent, worthy of all admiration.

If you wish for a more particular description ofravater | am impelled by motives of charity to tgtlu that it is
living, fluxible, clear, nitid, as white as snowgthhumid, airy, vaporous, and digestive, and tjudd melts in it like
ice in warm water; moreover, that in it is containbe whole regimen of fire, and the sulphur whegfsts but does
not predominate in it. This water is the true Keegfeour Gates, the Bath of the King and of his @uewhich
warms them incessantly, but is not taken of thalirssance, and is distinct from the whitening sutxsteof the
water, though the two are united and appear umgesame flowing form and colour. It is our vessei, fire, the
abode of our furnace, by whose continuous and gevarmth the whole substance is digested. If yawkthis
water, it will be seen to contain all our fired,@lr proportions of weight, all our regimens.dtBernard of Trevisa's
clear pellucid Fountain, in which our King is clead and strengthened to overcome all his foes/Allhave to do
is to find this water and to put into it the pwedibody; out of the two Nature will then produce Stone.

This mineral water can be extracted only from thibéegs which contain it; and that thing from whitls most
easily obtained is difficult to discover, as iscateke mode of its extraction. It dissolves goldhwiit violence, is
friendly to it washes away its impurities, and isit®, warm, and clear Without our Mercury, Alcheoould not be
a science, but only a vain and empty pretenceoufgan obtain it, you have the key of the wholelyaiith which
you can open the most secret chambers of knowlétigeature is the same as that of gold, but itstnce is
different, and the preparation of it causes a ggtatch. Weigh well the possibilities of Naturdraa from
introducing any heterogeneous element into our Btagy, and do not blame me if you fail to underdtary words.
. Our Stone is produced from one thing, and fourcomial sub-. stances, of which one is matureptiers pure,
but crude, two of them being extracted in a wondarfanner from their ore by means of the third. The are
amalgamated by the intervention of a gentle finel #here subjected to coction day by day, unti thikbecome
one by natural (not manual) conjunction.



Afterwards, the fire being changed, these volatilbstances should be fixed and digested by meamnsadfvhich
becomes a little more powerful every day (i.e.nmmans of fixed and incombustible Sulphur of theesgenus)
until the whole compound attains the same essémig, and colour.

There are twelve degrees or phases of this ouepspevhich | may briefly enumerate and describfelasvs. The
first is Calcination.

Calcination is the first purgation of the Stoneg thrying up of its humours, through its naturalthesnich is stirred
into vital action by the external heat of water-wéi®y the compound is converted into a black powdhich is yet
unctuous, and retains its radical humour.

This calcination is performed for the purpose @idering the substance viscous, spongy, and moily eas
penetrable; for gold in itself is highly fixed, addficult of solution even in our water; but thrgiu this calcination it
becomes soft and white, and we observe in it tworea, the fixed and the volatile, which we likertwo serpents.
In order that a full dissolution may be made, thieneeed of contrition, that calcination may aftards produce a
viscous state, when it will be fit for dissolution.

When the substances are first mixed, they areraitgmvith each other, by reason of their contramgliies, for
there is the heat and dryness of the Sulphur figcmntending with the cold and moisture of the Mey. They can
only be reconciled in a medium which partakes dhbmtures, and the medium in which heat and cad a
reconciled is dryness which can co-exist with bdthus cold and heat are brought to dwell peacealglgther in
the dryness of the earth, and dryness and moistihe coldness of the water. This reconciliatibcantrary
gualities is the second great object of our catwina

Its sufficient cause is the action of the inwardthgpon the moisture, whereby everything that tediss converted
into a very fine powder; the moving and instruméogaise is the fire contrary to Nature, which, gdiidden in our
solvent water, battles with its moisture and digétsinto a viscous or unctuous powder.

This operation takes place before our dissoluti@eause whenever bodies are dissolved, the dpititeir turn are
congealed. Again, the woman must reign, beforésbeercome by the man. The dominion of the wonsan the
water, and if the man overcome her in the elementhich both her qualities of coldness and moistoinere, he
will easily conquer her where she has only oneityual

Calcination, then, is the beginning of the workg avithout it there can be neither peaceable comamixtor proper
union. The first dealbation reduces the substamas two principles, sulphur and quicksilver, fivet of which is
fixed, while the other is volatile. They are congzato two serpents, the fixed substance to a sewithout, and
the volatile substance to a serpent with, wings €arpent holds in his mouth the tail of the otteeshew that they
are indissolubly conjoined by community of birthdagtestiny, and that our Art is accomplished throtighjoint
working of this Mercurial Sulphur, and sulphureddsrcury. Hence the whole compound is at this stadjed
Rebis, because there are two substances but oalgssence. They are not really two, but one andathee thing
the Sulphur is matured and well digested Mercurg,NMercury is crude and undigested Sulphur. Itateady been
said that in our Art we imitate Nature's methogrdfducing metals in the bowels of the earth, extegttour
method is shorter and more subtle. In metallic ¥@nly crude and frigid Mercury is found, in whittte inward
heat or dryness (i.e., Sulphur) can scarce malefitence felt. No digestive heat is found thdret in the course
of ages an imperceptible motion changes this netafinciple. In the course of centuries, howevis
imperceptible digestive heat changes the Mercunywhat is then called fixed Sulphur, though befbreas
denominated Mercury.

But in our Art, we have something besides crudefegal Mercury, viz., mature gold, with its manifbactive
gualities. These are united to the passive quslitfeour Mercury; and so one aids and perfectother, and as we
have two fires, instead of the one slow inward &ifélercury, the operation is more expeditious, aodhething far
nobler than common gold is produced.

Thus you see that in our Art we have two Sulphastavo Mercuries (i.e., Sulphur, and Mercury of klay, and
Sulphur and Mercury of gold), but their only difeice consists in degrees of perfection and matUityv, the
perfect body of gold is reduced to its (two) fipsinciples by means of our Divine water which doeswet the
hands (viz., Mercury and Sulphur). This operationg time gives the ascendancy to the female abetthis being
unnatural, the male agent soon reasserts itselfpgmeans of its heat dries up the moisture oféh@ale agent,
and-through calcination-converts it all into a magbtle and viscous powder, which powder is theangkd by
dissolution into a water, in which the spirits bétsolvent and the thing dissolved, the male aededmale
principles, are mingled. But the inward heat, whigls once been roused into action, still continoesgork,
separating the subtle (which floats on the surféoe) the gross (which sinks to the bottom), uthitd man has
gained the upper hand, the inseparable union fakes, and the male impregnates the female; thalé&ebrings
forth a nebulous vapour, in which they are putceied decay, and from which both arise with a glesibody, no
longer two, but only one by inseparable conjunctibimis new birth is then coagulated, sublimed, rehed, and



exalted to the highest degree of perfection, ang afterwards be indefinitely multiplied by fermetia, and used
both for projection and as an Universal Medicine ¥ée, then, that these black and fetid asheate he
despised, since they contain the Diadem of our }mgr substance will never be white, if it has fist been
black. It is by means of putrefaction and decay itrettains the glorified body of its resurrectidrherefore, you
should honour the tomb of our King, for unless gouso, you will never behold him coming in his glor

A great many students make a mistake at the vesebhy performing this calcination on a wrong sabee-borax,
or alum, or ink, or vitriol, or arsenic, or seedsplants, or wine, vinegar, urine, hair, bloodpguesin, etc; or they
choose a false method, and corrode instead ohoadcthe metallic bodies on which they operatecibation can
take place only by means of the inward heat obitdy, assisted by friendly outward warmth; but icetion by
means of a heterogeneous agent can only destrayetadlic nature, in so far as it has any effeclatEvery
calcination of gold, which is not succeeded by @nspneous dissolution, without laying on of hansiglso
fallacious.

The true calcination is by means of Mercury, whicking added to gold in due proportions) softertsdiasolves
the gold, and, by its inward heat, united to outivaeat, stirs into action the native heat of thiel gand thus causes
it to dry up its humidity into that fine, viscousdack powder. And this is the true key of the weskincrudate the
mature by the conjunction of an immature-beingudated to calcine it-being calcined to dissolvarit all this
philosophically, not vulgarly.

The outward signs of the calcination are as folteWwdien the gold has become saturated with watertlan fire of
the Mercury has called into play the heat of thith bidne water which was so brilliant begins to gmiv, then
visibly swells and bubbles, until the whole becoradatty and viscous powder, which, however, stitains its
radical humour. For when the heat first beginsgerate, the cold and the moist seek refuge bygisirithe top;
thence they descend in liquid form and assimilateach of the substance as they can to themséheesthe
powder is converted into a glutinous water. Fomeen the different processes of our Art, theretexdach a
concatenation that not one can be produced or stmet without the rest. In order to hide our megriiom the
unworthy, we speak of several operations; buthaise-the whole progress of the substance from Iewkite and
red-should be philosophically understood as oneatips, one thing, one successive disposition &clylwhite, and
red.

The following rules should be observed if you wistbring about true calcination:- In the first pdagou must
procure our Mercury; common Mercury will produceeftect if you operate on it till doomsday.

Secondly, the external fire of the furnace shoddbither too violent (in order that the equililniwf chemical
forces in the substance may not be disturbed)yeioioo gentle, so that the action of the inward fnay not
languish for want of outward heat. It should be gich as to keep up an equable vital warmth.

In the third place, the Laton should receive neitbe much nor too little to drink. If it received much, it will not
be able to give it out, and a nebulous tempestasiitle; if too little, it will be burnt to cinder§he activity of the
Sulphur must dry up the superfluous humour of tlexdury; therefore, the active (sulphur) must noslwamped
with too much sperm; nor must the moisture be ctiaki¢h too much earth. The proportions should bgben two
or three parts of water to one of gold; but thgdarthe quantities of both substances, the moffegiexill the
calcination and dissolution be. The chief mistagaiast which you must guard is the swamping of yearth with
water. For the earth contains the fire, which esphincipal digestive in our Art.

In the fourth place, you should take care to spataur vessel properly, to prevent the spirit fremaporating.
Consider how carefully Nature has closed up theaferwomb to prevent anything from escaping or émgethat
might prove hurtful to the young life; and quiteragch (if not more) care is required in our Magigté&or when
the embryo is being formed, great winds arise, tinitist not be allowed to escape-or else our lalMiuhave
been all in vain.

The fifth requisite in our work is patience. You shmot yield to despondency, or attempt to hasterchemical
process of dissolution. For if you do so by meangalent heat, the substance will be prematurelsched up into a
red powder, and the active vital principle in itlbiecome passive, being knocked on the head,vesré, with a
hammer. But our true calcination preserves theceddiumour in the body dissolved, and convertstd an
unctuous black powder. Patience is, thereforegthat cardinal virtue in Alchemy. It must not b@pased that the
signs and colours which | describe appear on teeday, or even within the first week: Bernardioévisa tells us
that he waited in an anguish of expectation fotyfdays, and then returned and saw clouds and.nYistsneed the
patience of the husbandman, who, after committiegseed to the earth, does not disturb the soiyelay to see
whether it is growing... As soon as you have preggour substance i.e., mixed mature yellow sulptitlr its
crude white sulphur, put them in a vessel andhlemnt stand undisturbed; at the end of twenty-foursiahe
Mercury, which is attempting to rouse the laterg fHf the sulphur, will begin to effervesce anddsap bubbles.
But little variation of colour shall appear untilt object of the Mercury has been accomplishedita&oyal Bath



prepared; at first it is the Mercury alone thaatsvork. When, however, the Bath has been madé.katthe inward
warmth of the gold roused) the greater part ofwank is over, and we shall be easily able to digiigh the various
operations. The first colour which appears afterditver colour of the amalgamated body, is nofgotblackness,
but only a darkish white; the blackness become®mornounced day by day, until the substance assame
brilliant black colour. This black is a sign thhetdissolution is accomplished, which does not cabmut in one
hour, but gradually, by a continuous process;HerTincture which comes out of the Sun and Mooreappblack
to the eyes, but is insensibly and imperceptiblyseted. When the whole of the Tincture has bedraeted from
the body that is to be dissolved, the blacknessiisplete. The more you digest the substance &ttfies more you
subtilize the gross, and blacken the compound.élaes four principal colours, the first of whichbigickness; and
it is of all colours the most tardy in making ifsp@arance. But as soon as the highest degreeeasblackness
has been reached (there being no idle intervadsiirwork), that colour begins little by little téeyd to another. The
time during which this blackness is developed iyVeng, and so is the time during which it disagse but it is
only for one moment that the blackness neithereiases nor decreases: for things find rest onlgahwhich is the
end of their being, but blackness is not the enouofsubstance.

The advent of the blackness is like the comindhefriight, which is preceded by a long twilight-whka last ray of
light has faded away, the blackness of night hasec@nly our work is more tedious, and the chasgtherefore,
still less perceptible.

It may be objected that the black tincture beginksd extracted as soon as the inward heat is rpasddhat,
therefore, the colour which appears must be, ftoenvery first, an intense black. My answer is thatTincture
which is extracted is, as a matter of fact, notkléut of a dazzling white; and that the blackrieggoduced
gradually, through the action of the water on thdyh out of which it draws the soul (the tincturdys giving the
body up to decomposition. It is this putrefactitime(result of the mutual action of the Sulphur &etcury) which
imparts to the Tincture its black colour; in its#lé Tincture is brilliantly white. How long, thewjll you have to
wait till perfect blackness appears? Flamellus ted that this intense blackness comes at thefeafubat forty
days. Ripley advises us to let the mingled substmnemain together for six weeks, until the coriceptas taken
place, during which time the fire must be very ¢g2mAnd Bernard (of Trevisa) suggests the samegthifen he
says in his parable: " The King doffs his glorisabes, and gives them to Saturn, who clothes hiangarment of
black silk, which he retains for forty days." Ofuree, the blackness which is here spoken of ieqoally intense
all the time, as you will understand from what basn said above.

In the course of this change from white to blable, substance naturally passes through a varietyeyfnediate
colours; but these colours (being more or lesgdantal) are not invariably the same, and depengmeich on the
original proportion in which the two substances@mbined. In the second stage, during which thstsimce
changes from black to white, it is already far putiee colours are more lucid, and more to be dépeémipon. In the
two phases there are intermediate colours; biterfitst they are more dingy and obscure thanénsitond, and
very much less numerous. In the progress of thetanbe from blackness to whiteness (i.e., the sepbase of our
Magistery), the most beautiful colours are seem variety such as eclipses the glory of the rainbdmfore the
perfection of blackness is reached, there aresals@ transition colours, such as black, azureyatow-and the
meaning of these colours is that your substannetiyet completely decayed; while the body is dythg colours
are seen, until black night shrouds the whole loorin pitchy gloom. But when the process of restiio@ begins
(in the second phase) the hues are more numerduspéendid, because the body is now beginning tgldrified,
and has become pure and spiritual.

But in what order do the colours of which we spapgear? To this question no definite answer cagivan,
because in this first phase there are so much tanarand variation. But the colours will be tHearer and more
distinct, the purer your water of life is. The fqanincipal colours (white, black, white red), alvgdpllow in the
same order; but the order of the intermediate e¢sloannot be so certainly determined, and you otagbé content
if within the first 40 days you get the black calo@ihere is only one caution you should bear indnin regard to
this point: if a reddish colour appears beforelttaek (especially if the substance begins to logkathd powdery at
the same time), you may be almost sure that yoe h@aured your substance by too violent a fire. ¥oould be
very careful, then, about the regulation of youe;fif the fire be just hot enough, but not too, bé inward
chemical action of our water will do the rest.

Our Solution, then, is the reducing of our Stonggdirst matter, the manifestation of its essartquid, and the
extraction of natures from their profundity, whighfinished by bringing them into a mineral wateoy is this
operation easy: those who have tried can beatheutath of my words.



The Three Treatises of Philalethes (part 3)

Our Magistery consists of three parts: the firglglevith the essential and substantial composafaur Stone; the
second describes their manner of combination;Hing the mode of chemical procedure. Our substaace$red
ore," or matured Sulphur, and water, undigestedctgr or "white ore.” To these a vessel is addddrrzace, and a
triple fire. In discussing their manner of combioat we have to consider their weight and the reginThe weight
is twofold, and so is the regimen: between themg tireduce the following processes -- Calcinatioigsblution,
Separation, Conjunction, Putrefaction, Distillati@oagulation, Sublimation, Fixation, and Exaltati®he first two
produce the black, viscous powder, by means ofuheatural fire," a temperate, incomburent, andraly ignition.
There is then a further change into a mineral wdtle three operations which follow are the restithe first and
third fires, namely, natural and contra-naturalj &irculate” the substance, until the gross isasgjed from the
subtle, and the whole is evenly tempered, the s¢gadielements being then recombined, impregnated, a
putrefied.

The five last operations are the result of natfiralwhich increases and gets stronger from dajetn purifying the
putrefied substance of its dross, by continual @sioas and descents. This process is thereforedcadistillation,
volatilization, ablution, imbibition, humectatiorf the earth, and is continued until the drynessigadly thickens
the substances, and, finally, under the influerf@dotion or continued sublimation, induces fixatithe terminal
point of which is exaltation, an exaltation whishniot local, from the bottom to the surface, buligative, from
vileness to the highest excellence.

These operations are sometimes called regimenshéng. are only two kinds of fire, the natural amel non-
natural, the latter being employed to call outdbgvity of the former. Putrefaction precedes regation, and is
caused by the strife of the two fires. That parthefwork which is subsequent to putrefaction amgunction,
when the Sulphur and the water have become oneglaadeceive congelation, is effected by the rfiine alone.
The substances are our body (commonly styled Lemgsath) and our water (our true rain water). Oatewis the
life of all things, and if you can by much toil @lot it, you will have both silver and gold. It lsetwater of Saltpetre,
and outwardly resembles Mercury, while inwardlyteitheart there burns purest infernal fire. Do lm@deceived
with common quicksilver, but gather that Mercuryieththe returning Sun, in the month of March, dis
everywhere, till the month of October, when itifger

Know that our Mercury is before the eyes of all mtough it is known to few. When it is prepared,splendour is
most admirable; but the sight is vouchsafed to neaee the sons of knowledge. Do not despisedtetbre, when
you see it in sordid guise; for if you do, you witver accomplish our Magistery -- and if you chargye its
countenance, the transformation will be glorious. &ur water is a most pure virgin, and is lovednainy, but
meets all her wooers in foul garments, in ordet $h@ may be able to distinguish the worthy fromuihworthy.
Our beautiful maiden abounds in inward hidden gsanalike the immodest woman who meets her lovers i
splendid garments. To those who do not despiséobikexterior, she then. appears in all her beaang, brings
them an infinite dower of riches and health. Oue@uis pure above measure, and her splendouhkitet a
celestial being -- and so indeed she is callechby8ages, who also style her their quintessenaebriligancy is
such as baffles imagination, and, if you would hamg idea of it, you must see it with your own ey@sr water is
serene, crystalline, pure, and beautiful- thougtait assume its true form only through the aidunfAxt. In that
form it is our sea, our hidden fountain, from whgtid derives its birth by natural descent; yét élso stronger
than gold, and overcomes it, wherefore gold isathib it, and is washed in it, and the two togetrew up into a
strong hero, whom neither Pope nor Emperor carfdrug price. Hence you should, above all thingekdais
water, by means of which (with the solitary additif a clean and perfect body) the Stone may bespeel.

But it requires profound study to become acquaimtitd all the secrets of our sea, and with its abd flow. It took
me 18 months, after | had discovered the sprimmuofvater, to find the method of making it welltforbecause |
did not know the meaning of the fiery furnace & Bages. When | discovered it, indeed, the sigithwhbeheld
richly rewarded me for all my pains. | was thendrnly, as by a flash of inspiration, enabled toarsthnd all the
secret words and enigmas of the Sages. Our wattee fre which causes both death, and, througkhgdeamore
glorious life. Whoever discovers it has reachedateimn of his Magistery, as Nature will then (whie@ pure
body has been put into it) perform all the othergessses, and carry the substance onward to perfébtiough all
the different regimens. This water, though on@oissimple, but compounded of two things: the viessd the fire
of the Sages. and the bond which holds the twathegeSo when we speak of our vessel, and ounfieemean by
both expressions, our water; nor is our furnacehang diverse or distinct from our water. Therghien one vessel,
one furnace, one fire, and all these make up onerwBhe fire digests, the vessel whitens and pates, the



furnace is the: bond which comprises and enclobesnal all these three are our Mercury. Theremaaay kinds of
fire (and of water) in our Magistery, but all thesdy represent different aspects of our Mercury.

There is only one thing in the whole world from alhiour Mercury can be obtained. It is like goldessence, but
different in substance, and if you change its el@mgou will have what you seek. Join heaven tthaarthe fire of
love, and you will see in the middle of the firmarhéhe bird of Hermes. Do not confound the natupess separate
and re-combine them, and you will reign in honduyaur life.

In the South-west there is a high mountain (ver ke Sun), one of seven, and the second in h€lghtmountain
is of a very hot temperature (because it is nofréan the Sun), and in this mountain is enclosed@our or spirit,
whose services are indispensable for our work.ifBides not ascend, unless it is quickened, nibmgickened
unless you dig knee-deep on the summit of the nadunif you do this, a subtle exhalation (or spigiscends, and
is congealed by the air into drops of beautifullgdid water -- which is our water, our fire, oursgel, and our
furnace; not common Mercury, but the hot and masid of most pure Salt, which we call Mercurychese in
comparison with the Sun, it is immature and cdidthé Almighty had not created this Mercury, thesmutation of
metals would be impossible, because gold doednmg# tinless it be first tinged itself. Our Mercisythe beloved
spouse of gold, and changes its body into a pw@ihtual substance; gold loves it so, that foyMewe he dies, and
is revived by his spouse, and she is impregnatddrbyand conceives, and bears a most beautifall syn. The
whole knowledge of our Art consists in the discgvet this our sea; any Alchemist who is ignoranttpis simply
wasting his money. Our sea is derived from the rteiorof which | told you above. The exhalation drite smoke
which ascends there, will accomplish our whole Mtagy. There is another secret which you shouldwkifigou
wish to see your hope fulfilled, viz., how you #@oedig a hole in the mountain, as its surface igdnetrable to
ordinary tools, its dryness being such that itbxsome harder than a flint. But in the places afi®sa small herb
is found, called Saturnia, whose twigs appear lolayin whose roots there is abundance of juices Tibrb you
should carefully take up with the roots, and cavith you to the foot of the mountain, and, with tredp of fire,
bury it beneath the mountain; its virtue will atcerpenetrate the whole mountain, and soften ith.€ahen you
may ascend to the summit, easily dig a hole knee,d&nd pour in so much dry and viscous water itipanetrates
to where the herb lies buried, and makes it asesralfume, which carries upward with it the sgifithe mountain.
This spirit is the strength of fire mingling withater, and dwelling in it. The spirit of Saturniate whitening fume,
the vapour of the mountain is fire, and all thdseds are fire. Thus you obtain Saturnia, the rgyaht and mineral
herb, which together with fat flesh makes suchupsas to eclipse the richest banquets in the wbidde is an
enigmatic description of our water, which shoulddurse of time and study, become plain to theeiilt enquirer.
There is the King (gold), and the water which is King's Bath; our water is the vessel, inasmucbuading is
enclosed in it, and the furnace, inasmuch as oaiidienclosed in it, and our fire, inasmuch asvittee or spirit of
the mountain dwells in it, and the woman, inasmaglit receives the vapour of the plant Saturnid;athe dear
friend of the Sun penetrates, whitens, and softeasd causes it to emit its sperm. Then the fiérye which is in
the water, begins to act on our body, wasting aodifying it, until at length the innate heat o&tSun is roused
into activity. Our Stone is called a little worldecause it contains within itself the active arelgghssive, the motor
and the thing moved, the fixed and the volatile, tiature and the crude -- which, being homogendwalis,and
perfect each other. We have already shewn thablgject in adding matured Sulphur to crude Mercting 6ame
thing in different stages of development), is tortén and accelerate the natural process. Golthat and dry body,
silver a frigid and humid one, Mercury the meansaiveying tinctures. The body of the Sun is magtliy
digested, that of the Moon imperfect and immatwig]e Mercury is the bond by which these two conésare
united. Join the Moon to Mercury by means of prdpeat, so that the two become one Mercury whickingtits
inward fire; then the Mercury will be freed from dtoss and superfluities, and it will become trzarent like the
tears we shed, though not exactly perspicuousuftiien unite this purified Mercury to gold, in whiis the Moon
and fire, the hot and dry will love the-cold anchtid, and they will unite on the bed of the fireflaéndship; the
man will dissolve over the woman, and the womand@gulated over the man, till the spirit and thdybbecome
one by commixtion. Continue the same operatiortifietheaven descend to the earth) till the spiris pn the body,
and both are fixed together. Then our Stone willhabtained its royal virtue. For Mercury is theteveof all
metals, and they are digested in it. When vegetadoie boiled in ordinary water, which is naturditlgid and

humid, it partakes of their qualities, and is yeparable from them; so the pure Mercury, whicimiali metals and
minerals, is perfectly separable from the drossfarelgn matter which has become mixed up with theet the
different minerals and metals qualify the Mercurythe same way as the water is qualified by thetaddes cooked
in it. There are these two differences betweerMbarcury and the water, that the water is not ccatgal and fixed
with the vegetables as our water is with the megadd that, while the colour of common water israfed by
anything boiled in it, Mercury retains its own cotand fluxibility, though its essence is qualififitherefore the
Mercury is effectual in the dissolution of the miggand the metal in the coagulation of the Mercuany as, in the



dissolution, the form and colour of the metal e in the form and colour of the Mercury, sogtragulation, the
form and colour of the Mercury is hidden in thenfoand colour of the metal; neither do the qualitiEthe metal in
dissolution prevent the fluxibility of the Mercunyor the qualities of Mercury in coagulation thetfi of the metal.
Do you not here observe a wonderful harmony betvertury and the metals? For their love is liket thfamother
and son, sister and brother, male and female. Himegeare calculated mutually to perfect each otier water
imparting to the body a spiritual and volatile matuvhile the body gives to the water a corporabktance. The
reason that the colour of Mercury is not changecbiction by the dissolved body, is this: the earit water in the
Mercury are homogeneous, and so well temperechidter can be separated from the other, and tteegcawell
mixed that the whole substance exhibits (togethtr great fluxibility) so great a consistency asirety to conceal
the colours -- and only if a part of the Mercuryglestroyed or marred by some deleterious chemizabsive, are
the colours seen. The relations of Mercury in respéearth and water are these: in respect ofnigite fluxible
and liquid, in respect of earth it moistens nothing what is of the same essence with it. Thests kil enable you
to detect any errors in your treatment of Merc@gme obstruct or divide its homogeneity by undulgirey up its
water; others corrupt the earth and render it diaphs by disproportionate mixing. Mercury is thersp of the
metals; it contains in itself the Sulphur by whalbne it is digested (through which Nature woulddurse of time
have matured it into gold); nor would it be possitd convert Mercury into gold without it. This aeg¢ Sulphur,
then, is radically mixed with the Mercury, and iipidigests it, while itself is putrefied by the Mery, and is
revived again, not as common, but as spiritualefrative, and tinging gold, which has power to fyuinperfect
metals of all their dross, and to change themiistown nature. Thus you see that none of the Mgrsliould be
destroyed, or violently dealt with; all you havedwo is to add to it a mature body sprung from #maes root, and
mix the two in their smallest parts, by mea s af@unning conjunction (which is performed, not bynanual, but
by a purely natural process, of which the Artistslaot even understand the cause). We must diggmdwwever,
between our transmutative conjunction, and a dazbojunction practised by sophists which is megefysing
together of the two substances, and leaves eactlyexdat it was before. In our operation the gpifigold infuses
itself into the spirit of Mercury, and their unibecomes as inseparable as that of water mixedweitar. The
conjunction can take place only by means of the Maoan imperfect body and fire; and this Moorhis sap of the
water of life, which is hidden in Mercury, and t&1®d up by fire; it is a spirit which enters thedy, and compels it
to retain its soul. We speak not of common Merdwriyich lacks the spirit and fire), but of our Merah water --
though common Mercury may be made like it by theitiah of that which it lacks. Our conjunction retgrand
secret of our Art for earth is not inseparably edito water, but the union of water with watemdissoluble; hence
our conjunction can take place only after dissolutiwhich dissolution takes place through the Mand fire that
are in the Mercury. For the Moon penetrates andenkj and the fire mortifies and frets, while watembines both
these properties, according to the philosophiaauda: "The fire which | shew you, is water," andrless the
bodies are subtilized by fire and water, nothing lsa done in our Magistery." Thus everything, flo@ginning to
end, is accomplished, not by sophistical operatibasby our Mercury, which, unless it be violentiypeded, is
kept to the right road by the necessity of arrivatt@ certain goal.

Some Alchemists fail because they put (common) gatld Mercury in a phial over the fire, and thuswsgood seed
in barren earth. But gold is not the substanceuofStone in its whole essence, nor yet Mercury. Weawant for
our work of generation is the seed of gold whicprizfoundly hidden in our metal. This seed mustdmeived into
its own proper womb, and there mingle with the fenseed, in order that, being kindly fostered vi¢at, and fed
with its proper aliment, it may become that pargofd which is of abundant use in our work. It &g the whole of a
man that generates the infant, but only his se&é;hnis rightly disposed in the proper womb; andsty the seed
of gold (and not the whole metal) is useful for metallic generation. Gold is the Father of oum8tdhe substance
of our Stone is in gold, but gold is not the substaof our Stone; yet there is that in gold (thersp which, by
right manipulation, may become our Stone. We ekfram gold, by a cunning process, that whichgsitost

highly matured virtue, and this is called, not coomndead, but our living gold. The difference besweommon
gold and our gold, is that which exists betweemtn&r and his seed; common gold is dead and usekefar as our
work is concerned, until it emits its living sedake the body of gold, then, and gently extraafibits seed, and
you will have the living male seed of our Stonejalkhwve now no longer call gold, but ore, magnéesiag, etc. --
because it is no longer a body, like gold, but @osh or spirit, which cannot revert to its corpbfeam. Aristotle
says: "The first thing you should do is to sublithe Mercury, then you should put a pure body ihegure
Mercury." The sublimation of the Mercury which isrk referred to, is not an artificial, but a true @atural one. It
is the " first preparation of the thin substands;'which the eclipse caused by the interpositiogantth is removed
from the Moon, enabling her to receive the lighttef Sun -- which happens when the murky spheBatirn (that
overshadowed the whole horizon) is removed, andehigscends the throne; then there rises upwarsteof
dazzling whiteness, whence there is distilled ugh@nearth a pure, sweet, and fragrant dew, thégrsoft and stirs



up great winds at its centre; these winds beaStame upward, where it is endowed with heavenlygirand
thence descending once more to its nurse, the, éartlothed upon with a corporeal nature, and tiegsives the
strength both of things above and of things bel®his living gold is "that which is, but does notpaar till it
pleases the Artist, and in the knowledge of whecthe secret of all perfection.” Mercury is outdign which the
Sun rises and sets; let the two be inseparabledioih the bed of love, till from this (regenerdércury there
comes forth a quickening virtue, which is ablease the dead. Then there will appear the royédd chihose father
is the Sun, whose mother is the Moon... Besidesethi@ngs, we need, of course, a furnace of clagsael of glass,
and a triple fire; but we do not call these thraewessel, our fire, or our furnace, because orgisaphists employ
these things as well as the Sages; when we speak oEssel, our furnace, and our fire, the terrag@be
interpreted in accordance with the explanation whie gave above. Of this fire a Sage might well $Bghold,
the fire, which | will shew you, is water "; - aagain, "The vessel of the Sages is their waterdther Sage says,
that all our operations take place in our humid,fin our secret furnace, and our hidden vessdlttereby clearly
shews that there must be a fire, vessel, and farrhber than those which ignorant Alchemists pasgegreater
perfection and abundance than we. Our applianeepaat of our substance, and are described by &egids, for
instance, as the "vessel of Nature," and the tfirdature." This practice is followed by Flamelldstephius,
Lullius, and all other Sages; and | tell you ttrege three appliances are, after all, only oneghfmnature of our
substance is one. Our fire is that which dissolres heats bodies more effectually than ordinagy fience it is
called ardent wine and a most strong fire, andSiiges bid us burn our ore with our most strong-fisgords which
are falsely interpreted of an ordinary coal firé.tids fire John Mehungus writes: "No artificiatdican infuse so
high a degree of heat as that which comes fromdreav



