Joannes Agricola -Treatise on Gold

Johann AGRICOLA [1589-1643].

Commentariorum, Notarum, Observationum & Animadearsm in Johannis Poppii chymische Medicin, darimne
alle Process mit fleiss examinirt, von den Irrungenrigirt, und mit etlich hundert newen Processgaheimen
Handgriffen, aus eigener Erfahrung vermehrt undsitirt, Auch der rechte und warhafftige Gebraueh d
Artzeneyen, mit etlich hundert Historien verificitarneben was in Chirurgia und Alchimia oder tramgatione
metallorum damit zu verrichten griindlichen offentedfallen Standes-Personen, Medicis, Chirurgis, i@itys,
Balbirern, Feld-Scherern, Ross-artzten, Goldscheredind allen Haus-Wirthen hochniitzlich zu leseshzin
gebrauchenlLeipzig. 1638-39.

This is a translation of part of the text made lepihe Muller and transcribed by Mark House.

Title page
Dedication

To the Reader

Chapter 1: How to extract the Gold's Virtue angrepare a wholesome Medicine
Chapter 2: Gold Qil.

Chapter 3: QOil of Gold Prepared in the Common Way.

Chapter 4: Another Process for the Preparationilodf@sold.

Chapter 4: How to Prepare the Quintessence of Gold.

Chapter 5: A Common Way of Making Potable Gold.

Chapter 6: How the Purging () is to be prepared.

Chapter 7: How to Prepare Diaphoretic Gold.

Chapter 8: How to Prepare a Mercurium Vivum fromdzand Other Metals.
Chapter 9: How to Prepare Vitriol from Gold.

TREATISE ON GOLD
JOANNES AGRICOLAE P. & M. D.
Commentaries, Notes, and Observations
Regarding, the CHYMICAL MEDICINE
of JOHANNES POPPIUS

Wherein all processes are carefully examined, ctedeof errors, and augmented and illustrated bgrsé hundred
new processes and secret manipulations taken fieomwn experience,

Where also the right use of medicines is verifigdéveral hundred case histories,in addition toraptete

revelation of what is to be done with them in suygand alchemy, or the transmutations of metatsafigersons

of respectability, physicians, surgeons, chymisésbers, army-surgeons, horse-doctors, goldsnatitsall

householders most useful to read and use. Opeaipéttsam transferre ad medicinam, & medicinam goiesdiam.

Medicus enim Philosophus est Deo aequalis.

With the Privileges of His Roman Imperial Majestydathe Elector of Saxony.

Leipzig, Publ. by Thomas Schurer's heirs and MastiBotzen.

Printed by Gregorius Ritzschen in the year

1638.

Translated from the original by Leone Muller, 1988.




TO HIS SERENE HIGHNESS' HHIGHBORN PRINCE AND LORD
LORD FREDERICK
HEIR OF NORWAY
DUKE OF HOLSTEIN/SCHLESWIG/DITMARSCHEN AND STORMARN /
ETC.
COUNT OF OLDENBURG AND DELINENHORST/ETC,;

MY GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN AND LORD:

YOUR SERENE HIGHNESS, HIGHBORN PRINCE
YOUR PRINCELY GRACE IS AT ALL TIMES ASSURED OF MY M OST
HUMBLE OBEDIENT SERVICES.

Most Gracious Prince. How miserable the life ofrain is and how quickly it closes like a garmeogsinot
require much proof. Aside from daily experiences itestified to by the entire Holy Scripture. Tritecould be
somehow endured if it were only miserable and phiofitside our body, due to the vicissitudes ofifoe, but it is
a much greater pity that we must experience so rmiséry in our body that we can often not havenglsi healthy
hour in our whole life. Therefore we must eat martdrenched bread with great sighing and huréing, finally

also end our life in unspeakable pain, which caar®must be the greatest misfortune in this world.
When therefore our dear forefathers considered wbiale gift of God health is, they indicated itdyproverb,
saying: Health is better than all wealth. Conversielfollows that illness and physical pain are tireatest
misfortune. That this must be so, and it is nottiaticted by the proverb of our ancestors, anaigioned by what
our eyes see. Let us look about ourselves, notiarthye big cities where there are well organizedpitals and
infirmaries, but also in almost all villages, eveuses, and see how the great and mighty diseadgmins are
raging against men, behaving like evil spirits, aadsing many persons to lose their wits and readwerefore
God causes us to recognize that we must delveoimselves, learning to know ourselves, lest we mageCreator
further by deliberate sinning. Rather should we Hag with a fervent prayer to give us also a healibdy aside
from a sane rational soul. This has also been krimymhe honorable pagans, who said: we pray faradtiy mind
in a healthy soul.
If only we pray to God to take from us all kindsilldesses, He will be merciful and gentle. Andtjas He provided
a physician against our eternal destruction, namdedySon Jesus Christ, to heal and cure our sbi@das also
shown His kindness to us in a peculiar way by angathe bodily medicines out of the earth, thewiegthem to
men to be used to advantage, so that we shouldhalsoa Nepenthes in our mortality - about whicmdohas
likewise said wonderful things - enabling us tovdraway not only every depression and and sadnisthase high
arcana, but also all ilinesses. Those who had seng for made much good progress in the Aryehbeen held
in high esteem above all others - the pagans esstowed divine honors on them - as may be seentfrertrue
case histories which we render in abbreviated fasrthose concerned do not wish to become known.
But when this noble Art reached its true floweritigg weeds soon appeared which wanted to supfresmood
seed.
Therefore many spoilers, misleaders and butchensiést men appeared who attempted to obscuretteaither
from a lack of understanding or from untimely aange.
ii. Now we find that also mighty Kings, Princesddords were engaged in this Art, considering ét lighest good
next to the soul's salvation. In particular, thgigns had been blessed with special knowleddgeainove all other
nations. They were not just satisfied with the gahpreparation of medicines but reflected deepethe matter,
dissected the subjects correctly and extracted ¢éissences. They separated the pure from the impodethey were
the inventors of the true Chymia, or the
Art of Spagyrics. In it they excelled to such ateet that all the books on the subject cannoteatabugh of them.
That is also why Moses had been so far instructede Egyptian Arts that he could burn the Goldeif @ith fire,
which as one of the greatest wonders and is not lesteemed so little as others may think of it.iHe such a
stable creature of God that it cannot be destréyeany element.
As we read, Moses destroyed it and threw it onatleer. This destroying and burning is the noblestkin
hermetic medicine.



Long before Moses' time, Hermes had been famotieimedical art. He had been the very oldest ptyilbsr,
physician, and priest, according to whom the windéure was divided into three parts or kingdoms:ulgetable,
the animal, and the mineral. In these three kinggloran has now to look for the pearl of his heatith also for
acquiring the genuine Nepenthes.

True, many learned men of rank have endeavoregige this embedded treasure and use it for théhhefthe
human body.

They also did their share with great praise ancevgeeat wonderworkers in their time but, aside ftbemEgyptians,
they tackled and assiduously investigated onlylangdom, namely the vegetable realm. They preptred
medicines from it, although they did their sepanatf the pure from the impure in the acceptedaulgay. But
they left the other two kingdoms almost completedide and perhaps did not believe that in themhidden a
treasure for human health. They contented thems@lith plants and also drove away severe diseagégir time,
while herbs had a much greater power in their aiesithan nowadays and diseases had not reached slegree
of exaltation as at present. Necessity, thereftas,compelled us to seek further and to invent oiveel that are
more potent than the diseases. It cannot be caciteddhat if the medicine stands in the same degsethe disease,
and Nature cannot help the medicine, no successfalcan result. That is why our dear ancestorsegiaaso to
search through the other two kingdoms to get toakand solve their secrets, just as there have allwagn noble
geniuses, both in previous times and in ours, wiplied their talent with particular zeal. Mankinanmot thank
them enough, especially those who brought the ndlil€hymia to our lands and planted it there. wildo
enumerate a whole catalog of them.

But as | well know that your Serene Highness isilacp highly talented by God, endowed with all thalities, and
having a great knowledge, it is unnecessary to nadkeag introduction. In my youth imagined and plad - with
God's help and for the benefit of my neighbor eatslearn something useful in this Art. Thus, tigh God's
guidance, | chanced upon the laudable art of meeliahd devoted myself to it. Therefore | did nanhgemyself to
become deterred from learning something by anybtes) expenses, sour and very dangerous travetsaldubeen
looking for learned men in all lands, listenedterh and carried on conversations with them tilhst | had, as the
saying is, absolved my studies and attained thesdeaf Doctor. What | learned and understood inyowth | have
afterwards applied to my fellowman in my practicand | am mentioning it without boasting - | haeehb
successful.

iii. However, in addition to my practice, | havetrmmitted to work in the laboratories of chymisising a good part
of my assets for it, which work has been graciob$#fgsed by God and has endowed me with glorictretse So as
not to bury the benefits granted to me by God igratefulness but to turn to them to great usefslnalso seeing
how many misleading process-books fill almost thel world, giving the noble Art of Chymia nothibgt a bad
name, | could no longer keep silent about thosdeaniing authors. To bring to light but a small gartthe benefit
of the process to be in my work, and | hope thatrdader will sense in them my special diligena sincerity.

But aside from this, | must also admit that notrgiléng has been elaborated as well as it mighehmeen. It was
not a lack of goodwill but the terrible war thash@ndered me from doing so, to my great damadeamnil
belongings were robbed, smashed, and completeliedpso that hardly one book was left to me. Thogve also
so often been hindered from continuing with thigkuvoy the invasions that | felt inclined to stopeeything, and |
would have done so if some distinguished, learned,mighly experienced in medicine, had not enageaand
urged me to publish. Consequently, | have finistiedwork and given it to be printed. | am sure thatned men
will not

be displeased that because in addition to thedgvegparation of medicines | have also revealsd|@arly as
sunlight, their use by actual case histories. | lsbw that there are some Zoili (critics) [Zoilugs a proverbially
stern critic of Homer] who will not omit to slandeis. Therefore it is necessary for me to lookuacbfor a patron
who would stop their mouth.

Now | have sufficiently known for several years whgeculiar love Your Serene Highness has foraaigdicine,
on account of which Your Highness also has attaimedortal fame within and without Christendom; iarficular,
what a special love Your Grace has, out of YouatarPrincely affection, for the true chymical méuoks and how
highly You esteem them. Therefore | could not rieffeom obediently and humbly offering Your Serd#ighness
the First Part of this work and to choose You atigdar Patron and Protector, not doubting thaulY@race would
look upon this work with benevolent eyes and reg@ind accept it from me unworthy man with favor.

| wish | could offer Your Serene Highness a greaterk, but the bad times have not allowed me ts@anuch less
let me reveal all my labors and studies at thigtiRerhaps God will send better times and grargenare
tranquility to take care of this high work moreidssusly, so that what is missing in this work ¢enreplaced in
future ones.



May God grant Your Serene Highness, for the beonéfihe Evangelical Christendom, a long life, stehdalth,
together with every wellbeing, and | commend mysbkdiently and humbly to Your Lordship's graciansl
mighty patronage, also remaining Yours submissiaglg obediently.

Leipzig, 12 July 1638.

Your Serene Highness's

Humble and obedient Servant,

Joannes Agricola, P. & M.

D.p.t. Practicus in Leipzig.

TO THE KIND READER

iv. Kind, dear reader. There is an old proverb:wi® builds a road must allow himself to be judggdberybody.
Thus | have no doubt that my book will suffer tlene fate and that different verdicts will be promoed on it. One
man will say that | am doing what another had alyedone long ago, and that this process is sokmelvn that it is
unnecessary to waste so much paper on it. Anothiestate the contrary, saying that it is wrongheoow pearls
before the sows and to put food into the mouthvefy ungrateful crow; that one should keep thosars secret
and not make them too common. But these two judgesld know that they are both wrong. The first hmag
think that | have patched this work together fraimeo authors like a beggar's coat, adorning mysif other
peoples feathers. If | had wanted to do that, |ld@wt have undertaken to explain and elucidatepRspas a
signpost. True, | must admit that many books ofilldisons and processes are available and thadstitme whole
world is filled with them, but how incorrect theyeaand how badly a beginner fares with them is @ndwy the
experience, unfortunately. | remember what happémece in my youth when | wasted time and much mare
such a wrong process.
Many a man may well write a process that is cleaugh to an experienced chymist, no matter howwlsit is.
To a beginner, however, it is not only of no userather confusing and damaging - as some of otlnoas also are
- and he gets so mixed up with them that he caemget out of this labyrinth unless he obtains aiadxe's thread.
That is why many are induced to abandon the chyimiogks altogether, keeping only to the roving \ags, and
giving the poor patients no matter what, exposiegr to mortal danger - and | know many of them.
Also, the lazy apothecaries are doing this in galndhey do not prepare their distillates themselwat buy them
wherever they can obtain them cheap enough, bepifepared as they may, as very many instancesarerkto
me in this country. | could relate the sad storybét happened to a good and learned man with #relio Vitae
(the Mercury of Life) which turned into the Meronifortis (Mercury of Death). This is therefore muote of the
least reasons that moved me to publish this wriing to faithfully communicate to all and sundrg firocesses
which they can follow without any danger and withimeurring any expenses. All manipulations arelsar that it
is impossible to make them clearer. As | have dgpeed it in my work, | do not doubt that othersotave but a
slight knowledge of the degrees of the fire, capycihem.
But the others should know that no violence is donidature by this publication, for the great wooksGod must
be revealed. If it is not done by me, it is donesbyneone else, and everyone can trust me thael i@vdone this
because of ambition but rather upon the impulseived from God and honest men, also because of itgawvith
the patients. For what | have seen, experiencetmade with my own hands during my various trauelsigh-
class important laboratories and in my own pragctican communicate in full truth to my fellowmaravdoes not
possess the means that | have had.
v. Thereby the wonders of God will become manifast the poor suffering fellowman is served in adaace
with the First Commandment of God. Such is the lofveur fellowman that we are to show towards himll me,
someone, if | see a man lying in the road ladeh tWéavy trouble, am | doing right or not if | hdlpm? In many
pharmacies | do not find any prepared arcanum witich | could serve him. Therefore | must let hienthere in
his great trouble for lack of the right medicamdahit if | had a special secret in my house andaduive his
sickness away with it, tell me, would | not thergigrform a Christian and God-pleasing work on thén? |
believe so indeed, for God wills it and Nature tezcus the same. If | or someone else does natlreweh devices,
the patient must die. Therefore, God becomes ahgry do not reflect on the wonders of Nature thylou
negligence, since for every iliness the good Gadpha its specific antidote into Nature, and hasmanded the
faithful spagyricist or physician to extract it.
Accordingly, those are greatly mistaken who eithegrudge their fellowman those arcana or do not vealearn to
prepare them through negligence. They may welkisayneither Hippocrates nor Galen knew anythinthe$e
things, although they had been great physiciang;,\tfien, should | bother about them? Yes, it ieditrue that



Hippocrates and Galen were distinguished men tliigtds not follow that God had bestowed His Mengyhem
alone, and that His might had not perhaps withaelgthing from them that he could not reveal torughis century.
Whoever thinks this way is a blasphemer of God'gebty, and | do not doubt that after us still mgckater secrets
will come to light, as Paracelsus has predictedchvivill also obscure our own. For it is certaiativefore the end
of the world everything will be revealed, as Chtist great physician himself testifies. It wouldéed be the
greatest nonsense for Christians, and no one akestffense at Galen's words when he writes ir2l_ibe
Pulsibus: Mosen multa dixisse, sed pauca probasse.

But if God does not wish to grant His high secre&sther will that man obtain them from such wiggsn no matter
how clear they are, because God has many meaidetthem from the unworthy. It is not enough fanan to read
such things, he must also implore God for undeditenand blessing. And there is no doubt, if Chyhad been
known at the time of Hippocrates and Galen, theyld/mot have spared any trouble to learn it. Bubwan say
that Hippocrates and Galen knew and cured evengandry illnesses? Nobody will be able to affirristtior in
our time we find many illnesses of which the deasiant ones did not know in their century, as Ildovention a
whole catalog full. Likewise, there are many digsais the foreign isles of our time which are nobvwn to us who
are living in this region of the world, as | mysetited and observed in my many travels of whiclilllwrite a
special treatise in the future.

And granted that the above physicians cured adladiss in their time, it must still be remembered lmesses had
then not reached such a high degree as now whe'!s matare is ever more weakened and the balsamatofélis
too powerless to drive them out. There is no neea fproof of this, for Hippocrates shows thatismtime eunuchs
and woman had no podagra. Look around now, anésgsécially in Austria and Moravia, and you will heaf
these people have no podagra. Yes | might find darmiéuringia and Meissen. It can therefore notlberied that at
that time man's nature had been much strongerauld drive out all such superfluities through hetumctories.
Nowadays she does not do it, and one has to nesgaod medicines to help Nature.

vi. For if | am to cure podagra, the medicine natand in a higher degree than the sickness, otberitwvill not be
overcome but remain uncured. That is how the compmowerb originated: Tollere nodosam nescit medicin
podagram. But if | have a medicament that standsdagree higher than the sickness, | can driwetit its root,
annulling the aforesaid proverb. It is those degtbat must be learned in the spagyric and chyrsidabols and
must be produced with coal. But here the oxen tar@ig at the mountain, here no one wants to isuddiicate
hands and ring-decked fingers into the ashes, kewae or more nights. Everyone thinks, if the bpoary does
not wish to prepare it, let him leave it. But wittis a physician's conscience cannot be cleahdarcan he say that
this medicament can cure the patient, not knowiiftighias been prepared left or right (meaning: ecily or
wrongly).

True, it would sometimes be possible to bear petienth those lazy people, if only they did nothspeon the
experienced spagyricists and slander them so rbigelvafore those who are inexperienced in the iadiuding
high potentates and Princes. And supposing thasimeally a mistake is made by an itinerant priact#r, should
the child therefore be thrown out with the bath?t&ely not. One should look at the roving vagraantsl
distinguish between them and learned men who harées their foundations and are also well expegenin the
practice.

But so as to make it known for what | am respoesiblthis work or what advantage there may be ddriv
therefrom, the kind reader should know that | st down the author's text as is. After that,dlgpe it, reminding
the reader where it is right or wrong and if therkgoproceed as the author promises. In the thadepll indicate
my experience or the work which | have made withawyn hands and found to be right in the fire and |
communicate faithfully what was the result. Thesmcpsses may be boldly followed, and the readeraaaginly
believe that not a single process will be found Hzes not been frequently elaborated and found.rigthough one
or another way also be found in other authorsyehlexperimented with it and have myself verifiethithe fire.
Only, I must remind the reader that such works edspire a chymist somewhat experienced with éillnough
these are common works, a beginner here receivgdine directives and manipulations, enabling lhinmake
good progress, provided he will regulate the foerectly, neither too much nor too little. Much @agls on this. If |
have an opportunity to do so and if this work deesbecome too big, | will draw the most necessagns at the
end, indicating which are used for the most necgssarks. Then a beginner can install them hims®lhave them
installed. A beginner must know that the quantitjuonaces does not help much. If he has a Balnglamae, a
Balneum vaporosum, an ash - or sand oven, a renatilge furnace, and a big furnace without cupéls,has
enough to start. Afterwards, when he wants to peepary subtle things, his work will teach him whkatd of
furnaces he needs and how he should have themMailt and again he will find many formulas for th@m
authors and chymists.



Fourthly, after the description of the preparatienwill also find the right use of the medicinesyhhe should
apply them as internal medicine and for surgeryd #uis is not just said without any further comnsests is the
case with nearly all other writers, but when isésd that this or that medicine is good for thishat effect, it is
followed by a case history, indicating with whatgmn, in what case it has been used, what it aetiieand how it
was applied; also, what other medicines had toslee.ut is not enough to say this serves for fhia¢. Topica do not
accomplish everything by themselves but the unalersnust also be taken into account, as | have taden
special care to see to it that the right appropma¢thods be taken. This care will be found in &hors, and in
this a student has almost an extract of the whadiocme, both in theory and practice. How much wibik has cost
me, every intelligent person can easily judge forgelf. | do not remember that a similar work hppeared, for
my book contains such cases and odd historieythawill not easily find the like of them in anyt@book. And
the cure is not only oriented towards the hermatéctice but the theory is joined thereto, so tbgether they form
a right harmony.

Barbers, army surgeons, and other surgeons wiliméind such manipulations that they could notlifany better
ones, provided they will apply themselves and waeitk care. Householders will here have items ofdgomedicine
which they can safely use in emergencies, espgdidhiey live far from a physician. From the cdsstories and
examples quoted, they can see if their case iscaiyhd to the medicine, or the medicine to theacelherefore |
have introduced hundreds of histories, for manyaa tearns more from them than he can sometimes iear
several years from practitioners. If | had not besnried that the work might become too lengthwoluld have
related a few hundred more histories, since foryesiekness or every remedy three or four couldeHaeen
indicated. But this will be saved for another odcmasprovided God will extend my life, and whateigtaking here
concerning the Wonder Medicine will be put in myiiQhgia which, if it pleases God, will soon follow.

Fifthly. In this work it can also be seen if a pb#iy can be found in Nature for transmuting ametal into
another. Regarding this, there is much arguingapibcontra, but experience is the arbiter of &séhthings. |
myself must admit that it is of little use for Ranlars, though one cannot deny in general thaptesibility exists.
What experience has taught me, | have revealatagishe seen from every work. | have not writtemith the aim
of promising golden mountains but have only dorie ghow the opponent what is possible with NatWhoever
does not wish to try it out for pleasure, let hisfrain from doing it for gain. For a mistake camyveasily occur,
and then the desired effect does not follow anthbbbr is lost. But whoever uses it as a medicar@ot lose much
by such an experiment. What has been said abotrtaihemutation of metals has only been done intalgnas the
context proves.

Sixth point. Many wonderful secret medicines adidated for special diseases, which show what amgahings
they can do and which are, as it were, a bridgéh®iSpecifics, to allow them to reach their enemg attack it.
For most sicknesses the entire perfect methodightiand complete cure is given, and those curesjaplicable to
nearly all individuals and constitutions. Nor igtike often found in other authors. May God hélattit will serve
for His own praise and glory, for the great retiéthe poor patients and the needy, and for thielioon of the
studying youth. | hope to have served all theselher

| for my person do not doubt that this work will Eeeived by many with gratitude. But those whoakréoo clever
and fancy they know everything, do not require saskruction. Thereby, however, they betray theresglso that
they, as Terence says: Intelligendo nihil inteligfUnderstanding they understand nothing).

viii. Aside from this, | beg the sowlike - gruntimgysochymists and Lucians not to blow their noseshard about
it, else they might bleed to death, and their gngtitnight even be turned into foolishness becaitbe freeing of
their brain and liver. For whoever wants to be domrt, behind him the fool generally peeps out,f@ndhould
remember that all gifts come from God. He dist@suthem in a wonderful way according to His Wilhedshould
first read and then judge. If then there is nothm@, he can condemn. In addition, Alchymia i4 amew poem, as
many imagine, but was known in Egypt long beforeskiis times, as may be seen from all credibleriésto
Whoever wishes, may read Diodorum Siculum, CaeggdRland others. He will find how experienced in @iy the
Egyptians had been, also that Moses had been edlicaall the arts of the Egyptians. Nor did thepsider their
imagined gods to be true Gods in their hearts, gte common man whom they humbugged, but manyahad
different understanding of them, as may clearlgéen in the Poimandres of Hermes. He recognize@odeonly,
Creator of heaven and earth. This is beautifullg bo the Hieroglyphicis Aegypto Graecis of Dr. Mael Majerus
(Maier), which is a special pleasure to see and.rea

As this work has become somewhat lengthy and aapeder has to be made in its presentation, ehdivided the
whole treatise in two parts. In the first | havgaged in anatomizing the metals only, so that gfeuld stand and
be found in their own repository. In the seconé, tinerals and vegetables are together, likewisledin proper
order. We have called on God that He may grantia€asace for Christ's sake. Amen.



Chapter 1

How to extract the Gold's Virtue and to prepare a viholesome Medicine

All true chymists and philosophers write that commneorporeal gold is of not much use in man's bédyis only
ingested as such, for no metallic body can be efifuis is not previously dissolved and reducedh® prima
materia. We have an example in corals. The virfummals is not in the stone or the body but irirthed color. If
the corals are to release their power, a separatigt first occur through a dissolution, and thiness must be
separated from the body. Tincture the body is 8 siéch is left behind quite white, but the esserd the corals,
which is quite red, afterwards perfectly accompisits effect in man's body because the obstrubterbeen
separated from it (that is, from the stone andotiady). Thus you should also deal with gold, sihem, lead, and
other metals. If they are to bear fruit, they nlikgtwise be separated from their bodies, thatr@nftheir inner
earth or slime, to allow their radical moistureofgerate quite unhindered in man's body. Beforgadtser could not
accomplish it, as the bodies were still held byrtheetallic slime and earth. Consequently, whoevants to do
something useful in medicine must see to it thdirkedissolve and open his metallic body, thetraet its soul and
essence, and the work will then not result in i.fr

Orator U C Note

In his book De praeparationibus medicamentorum Gtymam (On the preparations of chymical medicametite
author writes a short preface and thinks that alflicaments that come from the mineral family, afsarh their
legitimate preparation, are of no use, and soahi$it is the truth. Nevertheless, the old Arab @neek physicians
used metals thus raw and praised them highly, édpein the Electuariis de Gemmis, Exhilerante &aJ although
some, yes, the majority, doubt that this writingie of Galen's. According to him, the metals, ey gold,
rejoice man's heart and his vital spirits, driveagwnelancholy, and thus arouse in man a good asickde
condition.

But as to give here my view as well, | am certaizt raw metals, without prior preparation, heldibr nothing at
all. Our natural warmth is far too weak to be ableook and prepare the metals in such a way liegt¢an
penetrate to the heart through the small veingfiaatly throughout the body, imparting their effeEiven so, some
are convinced that metals are supposed to havedagen and digested by chickens, just as Plinyeairohis time
that if a hen were fed with gold leaf, it wouldrisform the gold into an essence in its stomach. tAasd, if it were
eaten, the chicken would bring man great strengthrealth. Some also believed that in our timearude
wonders about it, how gold veins are supposedye khown up in the chicken livers, which is ridmus. | am
surprised that it did not also lay golden eggs Wesop's hen! Then they would have become migtitypeople in
a short time, especially if they had bred as mdnigkens as in Egypt, where they are hatched ireaialby
arranged oven, and 20,000 creep out all at oncey Thuld have laid many eggs, thus producing séwahi#on
gold for a poor man. Let anyone who wishes beltbi® but experience has taught me differentlyaveéntried it at
different times and very carefully attended to ¢hickens. But after several days of feeding thelars with gold
leaf, | found nothing but - salve honore - gilt rkuthad therefore spent my money very badly.

| had the chickens slaughtered, wanting to knatléfgold seed in them had perhaps grown so bighkgtcould
henceforth excrete nothing but gold. But less thathing was to be found, while the chickens hadreatore than
two ducats of gold. | felt sad because my Art ditl progress.

This, however, | have seen. A chicken belonging €@ount had swallowed a big pearl. When the chickas cut
open after several hours, the pearl was indeeddfouthe stomach but its lustre was all gone, @&shidd been
reverberated in the fire. This stands to reasocalee pearls have not got the same fixation adsnetpecially not
as gold and silver, which are most indestructiBbeperience proves that no element can destrogr(d although
some Aquae Chrysuleae (gold waters) can corroaladitdissolve it into water, there is neverthelesdestruction.
If the waters are again distilled off it, the §)léft just as good as before. But if a pearl issttissolved, it can no
longer be brought into its body, that is, beconpearl, although many chat of it, pretending ondatluus make
one big pearl from many small ones. True, a boldg ane of mother of pearl, can put be put togethetrone
cannot give it the right lustre of pearls.

(), however, stays shining, also after its dissoiu | will admit, however, that gold did appearthe stomach of the
chicken as if it had undergone an alteration, buis in fact nothing except that it got readydgit together with
the other excrements. It seems so very incredilaledold-veins have supposedly been seen in the From where
did those veins come? Either they allowed the {gdgles to move entire to the liver through the sear they had
to grow out of the blood - none of which can bestrfithe gold had been digested, part of it wddde turned into
blood and should have been communicated furthdret@ther organs by the liver. If the blood hadthe
immediately reversed into gold, it would follow ththe whole chicken, which takes its nourishmermt acrease in



weight solely from the blood, would have turneaigbld. One could then have wished that he hacchidens as
big as aurochses or elephants - then the goldeodehtury would have appeared in the world.

| am also convinced that raw, unprepared metalsnare harmful than useful to man. Because of the@viness
they enter the abdominal folds, mingle with théairthus increasing the pain, as could be proyemany
examples. Although | can remember that | knew aduin Weiss, the region of the Enns river in Aisstwho,
when he felt a discomfort in his stomach, got tafldome iron filings, ate a good amount of them amebd himself
thereby. Matthiolus and Mizaldus also remember snehls and report that they agreed well with thepje True,
there are good reasons for this, as iron is sodestroyed than other metal. | would neverthelesdikesto use it.
For we cannot know what kind of a work Nature inteth to make of it, whether it was supposed to becaitnee or
a metal, which the Farmer discusses quite wellraadonably in Arcanum aperta arconorum arcanissimoand
also thoroughly instructs his disciple in it. Oéthame opinion is also the luminous most noble iSegilis, who
philosophizes wonderfully and thoroughly abounihis treatises.

True, it is certain and undeniable that if metasta be brought into their essentials, they medtlissolved into
Salt, Sulphur, and Mercury. However, these argheprima materia but the materia secunda ex poitaa(the
second matter originated in the first). Of what weaild it be to us if they were to revert diredtiyo their chaos?
We could not do anything with them. Nature, howedees with them as she pleases, which the aststat copy.
For him it must be enough to stay with the predestiand predetermined materia, and to extract eehpe from it
its true essence. But how that is done, aboutathétep silent and do not wish to come forth. Bybu do not
have the prima materia of the metals, you will meraelically open the gold, and this prima matesithe bolt before
the door of many fine geniuses, preventing themmfemtering the shrine of Nature. Dear Lord! How snhave
tortured themselves and tried to find this key, thely sooner died searching than that they fourddany a man has
been delayed by the name of prima materia, whictlidh@ot correctly understand, searching for athey would
bring the () into the prima materia or chaos. Asave indicated above, this would be of no useaphmt with the
other materia prima | can afterwards make whatrtwia this there is hidden a great secret, espedi@ne wishes
to bring out the substantialia.

When they hear of the Principles, many believe tiey will turn into a Mercurius currens (Liquid keeiry?), a
special Salt, and a separate Sulphur. They taks gegns to get the process for obtaining thesechites, and do
not save any expense. | have found a distinguisf@dwho had in his possession a whole pound oflligtercury
of (), but he achieved no more with it than thatnepared with it a precipitate. How much expehisehad caused
him is easy to guess, let alone how much laborimadved. He did believe that because he had thediMercury
of the Sun, he had already won the party and wakeright way according to the philosophers, ay theclare
unanimously that one has to prepare the Mercurig fidgs led many of them astray into an eternalrlathy, out of
which they cannot find a way. They could not bedi¢iat this Mercury also has its hypostatic prilespBut the
Philosophical Mercury is a simple body, and with Mercury is made, as the philosophers say: FacWiem per
Mercurium. (Make Mercury through Mercury). Yes, ey, our Mercury is our gold, and our gold digssl
common gold. These are strange sayings, which apbsard to Aristotelian philosophers and totatiptrary to
Nature. Nevertheless, it is the pure truth, améit be depicted by a coarse example by takinggawvtommon)
Mercury, adding to it filed or granulated lead, @edting it to digest for some time. The lead wilo turn into a
Mercury and pass with it through the leather. it also be sublimated with it.

When some men saw this, they immediately fell fanid imagined that they were now holding the feedlsand it
could no longer escape. Thus they also undertaslpthcessing of the gold, but their miserable wenkealed how
much they had been mistaken and that the writifigiseophilosophers are not to be understood sugiifi
according to the letter.

I must admit that at the beginning of my laborad falso believed that either vulgar Mercury orast the liquid
Mercury of the () had to be infallible, accorditagwhat is written. Therefore, | tried to make t#ercury of the ()
with vulgar Mercury. | spent a long time on it] tilwent as quickly through the leather as comrivtarcury. When
| finally succeeded, the vulgar Mercury and thedgekre nevertheless left as they had been preyiodst
supposing it had turned into a liquid Mercury, @wld not have helped me because at that time halidinderstand
things better.

But if | set it to digest and proceeded as thegsioiphers teach, various colors appeared, blacke wllow, and
red. Following the last, however, a ridiculous m@u&s born, and | had nothing more than a pretépita the
French (V.D.) and other diseases. Therefore, | &ty chapfallen. Without doubt, Poppius' opini®thie same,
just like the common erroneous view of most labmmatvorkers, because he tried to explain this diggm by the
example of the corals, which, however, does nahfévery case. Tincture alicujus corporis ext@¢tihe extraction
of the tincture of a body) is something else thesolutio corporis in sua principia sive in primaratariam (the
resolution of a body into its principles or intama materia).



Regarding corals, however, it is true and certiadt their best power is contained in the tincture that the body is
not good for anything, which is not just simplydrd must admit that the chief virtue resides i ¢blor or tincture,
but it does not therefore follow that there is aisthing in the other bodies. The tincture of theats is their least
part. One pound yields but a little, and if we trbee work quite subtly, we can hardly obtain fatfram of the true
tincture of essentials, as Mr. Lauremberg alsoesrih Animaadversionibus & Notis ad Aphorismos An§alae,
where we can read him further, and where he comghcpresents his views to Angelo Salae. | mysalft
applaud Mr. D. Lauremberg and admit that the tirecin precious stones and corals is so scantytthatkes me
wonder that so little can be extracted. Therefoamyrbelieve that it is impossible for the Art tdrext a tincture,
but they are mistaken. The tincture may well beagted, but it is impossible to obtain it in grgaantity.
Consequently, we can infer what is to be thoughheftincture sold in pharmacies, where they hagev/ats full of
it. It is nothing but a mere brandy, slightly cadrduring digestions or due to the acid with wtiled corals are
dissolved and which is still contained in it! Yegeeat fuss is made about it, whereby both theiptayswho does
not know better and the patient are cheated. Rutiticture of corals is such a beautiful ruby-neide, and there is
so little of it, that one beholds it with amazemémhyself have seen very little of it aside frorhat | observed in
Kassel in the Princely Pharmacy and in Marburg WithJohann Hartmann. A single grain of this timetdoes
more than a whole pound of the common. If our atghapinion were true, namely, that the body oftois good
for nothing and only deserves to be poured awayoitld follow that the Salt of corals and the méagig were of no
use at all. Experience, however, has proven ietquite different. | have learned in practice ihatmagistery of
corals is especially well prepared, it is a migtatyic for the heart. If this only came from thecture, there would
be little hope in it.

Although | must admit that the greatest power ihmtincture, one must not therefore throw theytmday
altogether, because it can be so beautifully pegptrat it results in very great virtues. Its cajlgte Salt - with
which was as a ruby. From the body | made the@zlth was as clear and crystalline as diamondseasr be.
When | had it in its last solution, | again addedttits own tincture, drew the superfluous liqoifl per balneum
until it looked quite dry. Now this crystalline $&lirned as red as blood and as transparent asi¢crykich was not
only a special pleasure for my eyes but in additide me happy, thinking this process could pogsilsb be
applied to the higher metals. | am still of opinibiat if the tincture were extracted with a propemstruum, the
body changed into a transparent one, and thatitimetere again added to it, it might well turnansbmething. An
experienced chymist could try it, perhaps his weduld be a good investment. Consequently, the lnddprals
should not be completely rejected.

| have extracted from the above-mentioned pouncertiaan four Lots of pure crystalline Salt. Of c&yra clumsy
laboratory worker can handle it so badly that halsgverything, and that afterwards nothing ekse lose prepared
from it. For we find not a few of those inexperieddaboratory workers who spoil more than theydtma good
end, especially when they follow their own fantas@hat | am saying is not at all to be understa®d | esteemed
and approved the prepared coral powder of the camapothecaries, much less praise and hold in leigard the
powdered corals administered by the would-be iigieit females. They cannot do anything in medieiné are no
better than if one had swallowed a handful of sd@imy go to the stomach and out again through éhénld. Only
faith must do its best, or else nobody would belithat such red corals are a medicine.Experiermeever, shows
what good one can hope of them. Whoever wishesdwrsis stomach and intestines with them, as dishd pans
are scrubbed, let him do it, but | do not want sactrubbing.

With the body of corals of which the tincture h&ready been extracted, a Spiritus can be prepahéchvburns like
a brandy and can be used for many things in megi&@at how to bring each into its added will bewshaccording
to the author's instructions and illustrated byowyn experience. Therefore, we will each time statth the text, or
the preparation and its use, while | indicate ngparation in the note and observation, so thatneowho wants to
copy it will go wrong, and thus we are beginninghathe oil of gold.

Chapter 2.
Gold Qil.

Fine gold, 2,3,4, Lots, or as much as you likenuist first be poured three times through antimeagh time
driving the antimony off on a cupel, as goldsmélnsl refiners know how to do. Of that Basil of thenBdictine
Order says as follows: The Grey Wolf must eat tlsmLwhich must be devoured by it three times,rdiftet
purifying itself and cleansing its eyes with the Néablood, so that they shine brightly. The Walfthe antimony;
the Lion, however, the pure gold. When now the dald thus been purified, have it beaten thin lidgegp. Make of



it round, rolled-up rolls that can be put into @a®tor. Pour on it Aquam Regis (King's water) theg previously
been conjoined with the sublimated ammonia durisglidtion and rectification. This water must stiatvo fingers'
high above the gold. Now close the mouth of therteso that the spirits do not vanish. Set thegla warm ashes
and dissolve it in the Balneum and gently diski# moisture off it. Then refine it strongly in teand till the
corrosive or sharpness has altogether gone ovéretde. The gold will be left at the bottom of tlessel like a
brown powder or dust.
This powder must afterwards be reverberated, clasetisteady fire, day and night for 13 weeks.héat must be
such that the gold neither flows nor melts. Inhkat the gold will stew in its own juice, so thawill thereafter in
the second dissolution drop its earth and metsliine. After that, take one-third of the subtledjohlx and pour its
own water over it. It is a crystalline, transparenineral water, quite pure and delicate, whichaBalsus calls the
Green Lion and Basil, Aquam Solventem (Dissolviragen). Take nine parts, everything closed in alplagit
circulate for three weeks in a vapor-fire, anddbél will turn into oil, leaving its slime and ehrbehind. Regarding
this metallic earth, its virtue is to dry in surgend also to heal, especially every fluid damdadwgs preparation is
done according to the chymical and not to the commethod.
Aside from the rational soul, God has made no marederful creature than gold. It is such an exc¢lbody that
does not know anything of destruction from any elatnTherefore it was called by the Arabs fortitudonis
fortitudinis (strength of all strengths). But fotang time it had only been misused, and nobodydcbalieve that
God had enclosed a medicine in this wonder-crealure ancient Greeks only used it for the luxuryhair life.
This was only because they did not know the nolsteoAChymia, which can prepare it into a mediciRer this
reason the Arabs reflected a little more deeplyhismimatter and discovered that in it there mesalgreat power
and a Universal Medicine.
Avicenna, Geber, Arnold of Villanova and similatmésses can be found now and again, which all gopove
that gold is the very noblest subject in the whateld. This has not only been confirmed by the géolphers and
physicians but its test and effect have provenriith of what they stated. Just as the aforemeatidkrnold of
Villanova cured with it the King of Naples, who haufffered from lepra and restored him to full healt | wished
to name all the sick WHO WERE CURED BY GOLD; IT WOD RESULT IN A BIG, IMMENSE WORK. Let
those see to it how they can one day take the nedgtity for writing against their conscience amelgating
everything the learned physicians have left inrtheitings and experience has proven true, of wiktratus is not
one of the least. He issued a public treatise @bdue against it, and as nothing could be fouritlhint wrong
assumptions and hypothesis, it is not worth answdtj although he has already been refuted by raayhis
worthless arguments have been pointed out to hirsu€h men the whole country is full nowadays. THeynot
wish to admit that there are such mighty virtuegotd and other metals, though experience has taiggh
differently. Those fellows can never answer fofdt, they are doing violence to God and Nature |evtiiey should
thank God profusely for this noble subject andamdy use it out of greed, vanity, and arrogancecause it was
not created for that purpose - but rather for tlagntenance of man and his body which is subjeatlthinds of
diseases. In gold there is such a congenial cortibimaf elements that it must incontestably follthat the very
best medicine can be prepared with it, providecdburselves apply us and do not begrudge a littlereff
We could actually have patience with those pedyteely only kept their opinions to themselves, tingty must be
blamed for so greatly playing down and slanderimasé wonderful medicines before others. They spé#iem
like the blind man of colors, just as recently éoh otherwise quite experienced physician told mey face that
metallic medicines are pure poison. But when | ddkewhat principle he could prove it, he repliedttthey were
altogether harmful to man because of their poiseraigin. | had to laugh and did not consider te&ssoning
worthy of an answer. | only said that no old womaruld have so little intelligence that she could redute that
reasoning. Therefore it is totally wrong to rexdled slander those noble medicaments, which thenotlo
understand. Cardanus and Scaliger were also obfhiaibn. Nevertheless, Cardanus had to admit wailly that he
had seen an important test made with potable &udliger, likewise, changed his opinion after helggiter
informed.
If only our cocky critics would do the same! Theamyg a man would work harder in this work than hesj@nd
many more secret things would be revealed whichwtpublished due to the slandering. True, it wdaddunfair to
stick all arcana on the nose of the ungrateful dudrherefore the true philosophers have not witheason
depicted gold by a circle with a point in the cerfty thereby showing its great perfection. Thispaompare it to
the heavenly sun, for just as the sun refreshesiblunar things with its heat, so gold likewisiEeghens all human
organs, especially the heart. And just as the stimel king of the planets, so gold is the king etats, and the heart
is the king among the human organs. These three daveat affinity for each other. Only the extétoak of the
gold rejoices the heart of the misers, and in otd@btain gold enough they are using all kindsnefins, also



against their conscience. They often resort to saelns as cost them their health and life, and dbeyot pay
attention to it no matter how great the danger bmy

Now we will turn to the preparation of aurum potalfpotable gold). A great deal could here be séithe true
potable gold, and there is hardly any chymist, fiasdly any common laboratory worker, who would kiobw a
special and secret preparation. In addition, mamaa utters such nonsense that one must rightghlauit, and we
can now and then also read about such fantasi¢sllNare very much mistaken, just as | recently sameone
who wanted to prepare potable gold with ear waxddReing that, | think it would have been much beftee had
taken monkey wax. Then, someone tried to make potaidd with pigeon dirt, but it remained gold afdre, and
the dirt also remained what it had been. Theradeéd nothing in the world so crazy that one datdimd people
who dare process it to gold according to their'fobéad. They boast a great deal about it, butyfittee unhappy
ending shows up their foolish beginning. This igai@ and true: gold may be prepared as anyoneesjshithout
the universal menstruum of the ancient ones -yietmot the ancients' aurum, for their gold isfeecent gold.

| can imagine that Basil Valentine means antimoyyhe term Grey Wolf - much less Paracelsus. Algtomany
call antimony the Grey Wolf, it is only to be undiod figuratively and is only enigmatically trug it that
antimony, or the Grey Wolf, refines gold and addeeautiful lustre to it? But how does it help thel®sophical
Work? For all philosophers admit unanimously tthait gold is no common gold. Yes, their gold digsslgold. If
then it is not common gold, how can it be procesbealigh antimony? Common gold is dead and powgrledess
it be dissolved through the prima materia out ofchthit was born, and be born a second time. Oreéw thill it
really become Philosophical Gold and aurum potabkmall dose of which can drive away all sickneése short
time.

Yet this must not be understood as if | wantedewoydall the gold's virtues. No, because experignoees that
common gold has mighty effects in many sicknesBls.gold of Hermes, however, and that of othergsloiphers
is a medicine that cures all sicknesses, no mattere they come from. Like fire it penetrates thelg body,
cleansing it of all superfluities and restoringpithe highest degree of health. Whoever achignissktremely
happy. On this preparation many tons (?) of gokeHzeen squandered, while nothing has been accsimepli
except thereby learning to distill a little. Thatwhy artificial furnaces, instruments, and glassese been invented,
so that, if the ancients were now to raise agathsae them, they would not know for what purposesethem. It
is undeniable that the Art has advanced so mudiHéianes himself would be surprised and could woiviat
modern Artists do. But this is what we are lackitigit we can nevertheless not achieve what they kag we can
further read in Sendivogius.

Without doubt, in his Liber de Tinctura Physicor{@ook of Physical Tinctures) Paracelsus understgnite a
different Green Lion than the author imagines,itfias not born in the general manner of lions ppears ex sputo
Lunae (out of the spittle of Luna), which was like&vinvulnerable. The philosophers have writterirefditooks
about it. Especially in the Rosarium it is ofteidghat there are three things that do the worlo, edis (Green
Lion), aqua foetida (evil-smelling water), and fusralbus (white steam). This Green Lion has madeyrmam
crazy, nam illa viriditas vertitur in aurum nostryfar that greenness changes into our gold). Sbeee clear
enough that the Green Lion is quite another thingeach interprets the philosophers' sayings dawgto his
understanding. If we then ask what the philosopteally meant thereby, they stand there not knowihgther to
say white or black.

This Lion quarrels with the Dragon and is wounded devoured by it, because of which the Dragon ralsst
burst. But when they putrefy together, a sweet niediresults, like that of Samson's lion, which care all
diseases.

It is regarding this Lion that many wonderful arehhtiful processes have been undertaken with guday
dangerous sicknesses cured by it, but neverthitlissalso true that it is quite unlike the truelBsophical Gold,
and that it cannot be compared with it at all. Eifeéhe gold were prepared in such a way that ildmever again
be reduced into a body - which can be done, and/ipaast about it although the proof is surely lagki it is still
only a Particular medicament and no such a UniVersaas the true philosophers' potable gold shbeldhus all
philosophers say that their gold is not yet corpbee in a metallic body, either by Nature or thghuire, but that it
is soft, does not resemble gold either in substanexternal form, and that it contains its ownevdty which it is
dissolved without the addition of anything elseisTlater must never be separated from it but sifty invforever,
and it is coagulated with it. These seem to bergh@@doxes but in truth they are pure apodictichra fantasy, as
many may think they are.

For the water of the philosophers is also theidgalhich dissolves and coagulates itself, alsa thielly menstruum
acetum acerrimum (most acid), and not the spintioke or another corrosive water as Augurellus uvstded
Lully's Solvent Water or Mercury, when he wrote abia Lib. I, Chrysopae.



Whoever does not find these properties in his gottb doubt far from the right way and cannot hfigea good
ending of his work, may he labor as hard as hesliker gold is water and yet is none, but it casilgée turned
into water if the Artist wishes. Many a man mighink that these are odd notions, namely, that the gf the
philosophers is simultaneously their menstruumyesdl water, and Mercury, and yet it is the puréhtrit can and
must not be otherwise, anyone may believe it or Aside from this, the highest truth remains tldtsiown water
does not remain with it, the gold is worth veryldit Many will think that that must be a strangédginat can
dissolve other gold. Yes, it dissolves itself, @rid the Dragon that devours and revives itsels the Phoenix that
burns itself and rises from the ashes much moratifelsthan before. For if gold is sown into itelfd, it grows and
multiplies itself, bringing a thousandfold fruitrfthe maintenance of man's life.

But where this water can be found is kept veryestday the philosophers. They say that it must behéd from
India. True, it is easiest to get it in India, Bs best gold mines are there. Experience has shewhowever, that an
Indian crow brought this water to Germany in itsiglo and poured it on a mountain. Thus a fountagaig to have
sprung up from it which provides enough of thisevaand at present it is as easy to obtain itimdbuntry as in
India. One has to be careful, however, to findrtbt fountain, as there are many other fountamosiad it that
contain poison. The water is precisely of the kiidch Pegasus (a winged horse that caused therstiggocrene
to spring from Mount Helion with a blow of his hgdfeat out of Parnassus with its hoof, or whichrtftaintain
Nostacris in Arcadia (typist: please note thas iArcadia and not Akkadia) pushed out of a rockwhith cannot
be kept in any other vessel than the horn of aehors

Each may reflect himself on what this strange watay be. Let it suffice to say where this water barfound and
what qualities it has. And | will add something drees to carefully note about this water and by Witican be
recognized: It lights and burns itself, simultanglglurning the gold. This may well be the fieryane whereby
Moses burnt the Golden Calf to ashes and gavetofdtink to the children of Israel in that watdryou cannot find
this water which burns itself and turns into relless you may surely believe that you will achiegéhimg in this
secret. It is gold and at the same time water &edlIf is hot and cold, like Jove's Hammonius f@aim moist and
dry, it wets and dries again.

True, the author thinks in this process that waukhpour our own crystalline-mineral water on it e does not
indicate what kind of water it must be, or if ga@ldntains in itself, or if it is to be obtained franother source.
Many have been laid astray by this water, so they aichieved little with this process. Even if theyg obtained
this mineral-crystalline water - which is made ptdifferent processes - and had added it to the, gds yet not
the right handle and the right key for opening gtieng lock and house, even if it were broken dewer so subtly
into its atoms. For as long as it is not processexlich a way as to be dissolved into its primaemiat it is not the
true philosophical dissolution. The author's miherater will never accomplish this, even if it wdedt mixed with
it in the digestion till Doomsday. It does not do/tning the gold except that it gets calcined. Fynaseparates
again from it, which the Philosophical Water nestees, as has already been said. If it has oncelexdingth gold
or silver, it cannot be separated from either iretdrnity. Both become one single water, the watdife and
health, rendering all creatures fertile. It is ltke water in the country near Suessa (town irubatiwhich renders
those fertile who drink of it, be they men or womHnon the contrary, a woman, cow, dog, or shespks of the
river Aphrodisios, it makes them infertile. Thisterg however, also makes old withered trees featjjain, if it is
poured to their core through a hole drilled interthand the hole is again tightly closed with a plug

The author instructs us to let the water circwaith the gold for three weeks, but before doingtdms to be
reverberated for 13 weeks, which is a long anddinge work. It is also dangerous, as in reverbagyati& can easily
overlook that it flows back again into a body, wizegreat deal of calx is produced. If this happ#res previous
pains and labor are totally lost. Therefore | carautvise any beginning laboratory worker to spengimtime and
work on this process - reverberating requires mabbr and coal. He may well think that this prodssguite
philosophical, but it is as common as the otheais éihe now and then found in the authors of bookalchemy. Of
those processes Ulstadius has many in his worku@ohilosophorum (The Heaven of the Philosophéhn
which one can take some, just as Libavius has dethpiwhole hodgepodge from other authors. Likewise
Andreas Brentius, though the works of Brentius nmastall be despised. They contain very fine maaijions
which | myself have used in part.

Before this, | also prepared it according to théhars instructions. When it was ready, | finalbagulated it. The
mineral water of which he speaks evaporated, lgawvia only a fine subtle gold calx which | addediteer in flux.
It tinged it into gold, but | had little gain froihas | obtained no more gold than | had used énpiteparation. Pains,
labor, Aqua Regis, and other expenses were lostcbldd | tinge with it as the gold had not beedically opened,
much less perfectly. In that condition it cannategmore to its needy neighbor than it has itsélhdwever, it had
entered its mother's womb a second time in a gaoddemic manner and had been born again, it coave h
brought fruit a hundred fold, as Sendivogius exglsewrites in his Alegoria, at the end of his twelveatises. Many



indeed read it but the least number of them undedsit, believing that if only they could bring dahto a liquid
form, they would have a tincture. Yes they may wgell a tincture but it is no good, and the Artigt mot be able to
get rid of his hunger with it. Yes, he will in atidh be obliged to add of his own gold and losaui this work is
not for any poor fellow, as one does not obtaimadgmedicine with it.

But whoever hopes to get rich thereby is greatlstakien and is led astray. I, too, was struck i énior at the
beginning of my laboratory work and believed thesdived gold would immediately become the Philosegh
Stone - but what | did get is not worth boastingbEven so, | learned many a good thing fronyiekperience.
Nevertheless, it is not to be despised compleleiy.a rudimentary beginning and the proof that titansmutation
of metals is no poem, as many pretend, or thattiieé devil's work. They shout so much and so khalit the
transmutation that it would not be surprising # tlthole world had become deaf from it. This, howgigedone
without understanding, because they speak accotditigeir lights and believe that because theyatsucceed, it
is also impossible for others.

It is and remains indeed a genuine Art, whethergouknow it or not. | have seen with my own eyaistwo
different places, how to transform tin into gooddg@nd in great quantity. Once it was done by aglishman in
Salzburg, in my presence and that of a medicalodocmyself took the gold to the mint and had Dmaaade of it.
It was not only gold to all appearance, as the stphare used to make, but the stablest gold itests. After that, |
saw such gold in Italy, in a convent where a moaksmuted two pounds of lead into the best golthbgins of a
few grains of some red powder.

Whoever does not wish to believe those experiméatthjm read Hoghelande, Elias the Artist, ancecéhThen the
light will shine into his eyes, unless he has nesdike the moles. It is customary to say: Manustnae oculatae
sunt, credunt quod vidunt (Our hands have eyedaleve what they see). If one also does not belibese, | do
not know what advice to give, since Thomas saysséfe the marks of the nails, | will believe. Sany people
have seen it, and yet it is not believed. Suchragremust have a stubborn coarse donkey brairwaiih looking
at a sincere Philosopher, far less speaking andeecsimg with him. The hide of ignorance stays onfrof those
fellows' eyes, and although we tell them ever $erothat so many proofs have been given at vaptaces - and
that that gold is still there at this moment - tivglf nevertheless say that it was not naturalwas done as a work
of the devil who, they say, did some bedazzlentlaos cheating people.

Yes, those fellows may well have been blinded leydévil, rendering them incapable of seeing whatdeos God
has put in Nature. And this objection is not vatltat God alone can change Nature. That is indeedaind will
remain true. To this one should reply that thed¥aphers do not alter Nature in the least, for thewould follow
that an ox would turn into a man, a man into a wadfhappens with the Laps through sorcery. Théyremove
the accidents of the metals to be transformediesdiffer not by species but solely by their aecits.

This is mighty thoroughly discussed in QuercetaBastra Aubertum. What is lacking in my treatises kind
reader may discover in that work. | only touch uptom truth in a few words and prove that the trantsion of
metals is true and has its foundation in Naturec@irse, | do not wish to force anyone to beliewe-rthe Art
remains true irrespective of whether you believié @r not - and by your not believing it is neithmalled over nor
destroyed.

Now then, as we do not deal expressly with it, wendt wish to stop further at this but return te process,
examining our potable gold more closely and sebg we can usefully apply it as a medicine. We alitlo
consider how it can be separated without dangeibariberated from the strong fetters in whichattbeen caught.
As God has closed it so tightly, a mighty treasurest doubtlessly lie hidden in it, and to prevémtyes from
robbing it and causing damage with it, the Lord Gad preserved it so carefully, and it is rightyled Lillium
inter spinas (the lily among thorns).

In the vegetables (plants) there are no such gimeaes. Therefore they have no such strong fetExperience
shows that they rarely retain their powers mora thgear. Then their virtue evanesces, as mayéeis®ld seeds.
Then their multiplying power is extinguished, and!s corn never rises and brings fruit. Gold, howesaad the
higher minerals never suffer, and if gold wereigddr a thousand years in water-rotten earthpitilel not lose any
of its power. Likewise Mercury. Acrid fumes do ri@rm it much, but it passes through them like aédieero,
without detriment to its capability, not heeding/atanger. This cannot be said of any vegetablésb®me what it
may. It is solely the right key that is lackingdathis key is also the bride for whom one dancelso®Ver finds this
key must fervently thank Gold for it in his heaveey day, for he will posses everything his heaai/rdesire.

But returning to the author's crystalline-mineraiter, his key - it is prepared of vitriol and tart@and with it he says
he opens the firm fetters of gold. There is propabimething to it, but it does not do the openlhgs far too weak,
it cannot enter the chamber where the treasurgdeh but must stay outside. But this it does:akas the gold
very subtle and turns it into the very finest atpststhat it can thereafter be made potable arehiismous virtues
can be extracted. This is not done by the cryamllvater alone. There exist various other menstraahieve it, as



will be shown in the following process and my Nofékey will accomplish precisely what the autherater is
supposed to do, and this process does not reqaiireieh time in reverberating and digesting, consetiy will
save much expense. And you are not struck withomyauthor's process, especially as you have unddrgom
the discussion led until now that this is not tivedkof menstruum of which the Philosophers write.

| esteem them equally highly - you can use onenotheer - but nevertheless it cannot be deniedathatis better
than another. One is much easier, more akin to humature, and not so corrosive. The sharp corragirés mix
so much with the gold that they cannot easily meoeed, as | have already indicated. It happenedeanyself that
| could not remove them by any means except throadbction. f those menstrua | say that you shgultd and
beware of, for they spoil the good and turn a teirido a poison. Consequently, gold cannot be taktenthe body
without danger, of which Penotus also reminds wbwearns us against, saying: If the gold solutianbe put or
dripped on silver, they must be red and not bladlich the common solutions nearly all are. Theyrareto be
despised or discarded, as Quercetanus also requiseas other chymists whom one should rightliofe.

| must relate that | recently saw some clear water friend's. It transformed filed gold - not dis®d in Aqua
Regis - into a bloodred liquid through a good diges After it stood in digestion for one monthetivater
disappeared and the gold rose in the glass asi¢ $ermented paste were rising, which was a pleasusee. When
it was given stronger fire afterwards, it settledvd again, and the glass looked as if some gofchieé laid in it.
Nothing rose anymore. It was fixed and stable. kisnid opened the glass and weighed it, it had as=d in weight
due to the menstruum. He poured some more of therwser it and set it back, closed, in digestibme gold
united again with it and was as red as blood arite reproof. When it was taken out, | took twamrs and put
them into a glass of warm wine. It dissolved veunicgly and tinged the wine bloodred, which was aimgizo see.
The wine became somewhat sweet from it. | am obthirion that if ever a right tincture was prepaftenn gold,
this was it.

| can truthfully say that during my lifetime | hageen much regarding the preparation of potable, goid have
also experienced as much myself as any man of mytag nothing more beautiful has come to my atianOne
could not notice any suspicion of any corrosivéhima menstruum, but it was quite pleasant in tadteost like wine
about to become somewhat "hard". Gold melts iikét butter near a fire or in the hot sun. Nor dikkave any
White Earth in the solution, as the solutions fag magistery generally do. It was a thick, rediticand finally a
powder, at first brownred, the bloodred. But wheiheould do anything in the transmutation of nigtdcannot
say, for | have not tried it, nor have | seeniédr y friend only gave me a little of it, whictafterwards used for the
sick - to my great astonishment, because it wasoimly effective in extremely serious and dangsrsiacknesses.
But what kind of water this was and of what it detesd, the practitioner did not tell me at the tirhean quite
easily believe, however, that it must be made iftastance closely akin to gold. | have concludedbsocause when
| put just one drop of this water in a silver spoibsoon resulted in a golden tincture, many haddimes more
beautiful than the rubedo (redness) or sulphuntfriony. Although the latter also tinges silvelisinot quite pure
but blackish-yellow. This one, however, was as @agd a goldsmith had gilded it, and yet the watas as clear
and white as crystal.

If, then, someone knew its prima materia, | belég\ree would not be far from the Universal Menstrusgince it
dissolves gold without any violence. This is a elsgeristic of a true philosophical menstruum, asd8egius and
others attest to, for like associates with likethAlugh he was otherwise my great friend, | couldpsrsuade him to
entrust me with the composition of this water. Whasked him about it, he always replied that | baen enough,
and if | opened the eyes of intelligence justtelit would certainly find it and know what quéadi it has. They
would show me if | was right or wrong. If | had Imegmart, | would secretly have made a projectiomytdf this
tincture was also effective in the tingeing of nietawould then have been sure that this wasrtiee Menstruum
and Philosophical Mercury. But it is said: Cogibatés posteriores sapientiores, or God did not wento know it
yet but wants to be ever implored for it. It lo@dssif it were a mean thing but in truth it is thheafest secret of all
Nature.

This | consider a sure potable gold, for nothing@sive was used in its preparation but everythiegt on quite
smoothly, and the solution and final coagulatiomenléke blood. Of course, one can find some sohgithat also
turn out red, but the menstruum used is somewlapsht is the reason why Angelus Sala was movediaie in his
Aphorisms that it is impossible to change gold atiquid without a corrosive. This applies to giteceedings of
the common laboratory workers, but it does nobfelthat it is impossible to find in Nature a meunstn capable of
dissolving gold without Violence and suspicion ofrosion and reverting it into the prima materiacBuse
Angelus Sala did not know or believe, should itéfiere not be true! It is not right of such a chghsimply to
make such a statement, for if | and someone els®tlkhnow something, does it therefore follow tihatoes not
exist in Nature?



Garzias ab hortis mentions in his Indian Obserwatithat the Indians have a water in which gold salten, so that
it can then be formed by hand into anything theshwiAfterwards it will again become hard as befareich is no
small wonder. He does not say, however, if it igtural water or one prepared artificially. Be thatit may, it
would seem that it could not be a corrosive wattrerwise the gold would not only become soft babuld in
addition not be thus manipulated by hand. What 8alla reply now?

| do not doubt that this water is prepared by But it is done from a substance that loves goldhasda special
affinity for it, or else it could not achieve suateat. Thus H.D. Laurenbergius also relates thdtrtows such a
water that gently melts gold without any suspiaidrtorrosives, like ice in hot water. If then thégrue - and there
is no doubt it is - it must certainly follow thatld, without Sala's objection - can be opened addced into its
prima materia without a corrosive. Whoever is enelddy God with so much good fortune that he canmaptish
this, may well thank Him and be happy that he haf & treasure which cannot be paid with any amoigold,

for no sickness can be so severe that he canneftcand he will thus become a wonderworker thioitig

Aside from this unique water, nothing can be fothat could accomplish this, no matter what it iech be it spirit
of salt or wine - it does not do it. But this stebulot be understood as if | wanted to reject aparations of potable
gold. Not at all. This writing is only to indicatlat there are two dissolutions of gold. One isedquite gently and
without violence through melting, whereby the gisldo much dissolved that it can never again bagdinto a
Body. This is the philosophical, natural, and fdgndissolution. The other is done in various wayth different
menstrua and calcinations, by Mercury, Sulphuriousr salts, etc. It is called violent because golthereby not
changed into the prima materi but only into extrnfime atoms, and through them gold can againgdeiced.

Yet, aside from the Universal Menstruum, there skist other means to bring gold so far that it caver be
smelted into another Body. This has its speciadars, but it does not follow that gold has beemghd into the
true prima materia. Even so, a fine medicine has lmade with it, as will be seen later in my Notensider it
highly and have also often used it to great adgpgnita my practice. One must take care, howevertmbé tempted
by the multiple processes, thus achieving no ntwaa & leprous gold calx and doing more harm tha gbhose
who do that would do much better to leave goldeage. Although they know and have read that gahdagos a
powerful medicine, they do not know how to dealwitproperly. If the shells can be removed andciie
extracted, one has an arcanum with which nothifgature can be compared, as has already been meditidoove
where it is written that gold is constituted in Bucway that it cannot be destroyed by any element.

But someone might here object: "I hear much tatk discussion about it, and you only open your mavitte but
do not put anything into it, or you want to wash trelt, but without wetting it. Therefore | canaahieve a right
preparation and am getting quite confused or euspisious, for the process of Poppius is boring@eture, and |
cannot trust other processes - of which one canarithen find whole fodders - especially as | hiat the
dissolution is so hard to handle".

To this | reply: It is indeed true that many writtthings can be found in almost all books and tieatrtheless
hardly anybody can reach the desired goal, andriithe end effort, labor, and expenses are lesthave myself
experienced not once but frequently. Thus | hditsttput so much faith in Libavius that | believei words were
nothing but Gospel truths. | worked according ® phocesses he had compiled but achieved nothinidpésowing
of effort and the reaping of misfortune. Even whearnt myself several times, | did not want topsteecause |
could not imagine that such a man could have writted published so many untested things - espgtiadause he
examined and severely censured other men's works.

What | found to be true, however, is very littledamy Vulcan (fire) would in no way go along withch precepts.
Therefore, | did not obtain enough to bring forttoase. Of such writers there are more. They vaitieer too
obscurely or in a veiled manner, so that even Qedgould not guess their meaning, or their procelsaee only
sprung from their own brain and have never bededed his has spoiled many a natural talent anceddafrom
working in the laboratory. It would be better iethstopped writing.

So that the beginning laboratory worker and kiretler do not also waste work, time, and money didg, Il will
here indicate a process which | have worked withomm hands and also found good for my patientsanyn
sicknesses. Just as in the following processel hati present anything that | have not performgdelf, assisted
by my collaborators. | will honestly report whaethaccomplished in various diseases, hoping thatystudents
about to begin their practice will be greatly seibg it. | do not remember that similar book witlcs a method has
seen the light of day, for in the practice one &a@ what a specific medicine can do. Now we wilceed with our
process for making potable gold.

Take some of the best purified gold, as much aditeuhave a goldsmith laminate it very thin, thenner the
better. Cut it as big as a Thaler (old coin like Bollar), the cut round pieces from a stag's atis big and thick
as half a Thaler, take a cement can no wider thampieces of antlers or half a Thaler, so that tmypieces fit in.
One can also make it of good clay, as one ple&ddke bottom of the can put one finger's widttsahd or



gypsum, which is better. On it put a piece of astlepon that a piece of your gold, above it aganiece of antlers,
then again gold. Put everything layer upon layetha chymists say, till the can is full or tillydave used all your
gold. Again, put gypsum upon it till the can istguiull, close the can with good lute, let it dilyen set it in a
medium strong cementing fire, at first very gentten finally so strong that the can will well gldar one hour or
four. Let it cool, open the can, and you will fitiee gold calcined almost flesh-colored.

This work must be repeated three times. The golldo@come quite soft and can be pounded and rubted. mix

it with calcined antlers and reverberate it on petiut not too strongly, for a whole day. The geit turn almost
the color of bricks. Then it is correctly and wedlicined, and you may be sure that you cannot bettar
calcination. It will become so subtle that it casiéy be used in medicines for several sicknessdg®mut any further
preparation, for this calx is sweet and not conteat@id by any corrosives.

Upon this beautiful pure calx pour the followingepared menstruum. It will extract its tincture ifea hours like
blood, leaving its metallic slime behind. Pour thenstruum off, pour fresh one upon it till all béttincture is
extracted and nothing but a dead earth is left.idlthiat to be thrown out, because it has a sppoiakr for drying
and cleansing all discharging damages, so thatttbalall the sooner. Distill your menstruum dowrdtyness
through sand, and a purple-colored tincture willdfein the glass. Upon that pour a good spiritvirfe. How that is
to be correctly prepared will be found further arttie Treatise on Tartar. Better, use some quiatessof salt.
How to make that will also be taught under it®titbet it closed to digest and it will extract &yerer tincture.
Distill the spirit of wine to half, and you will ka a wonderful potable gold. Or, if you pour soréntgssence of
salt over it, you can leave it such as, withoutililigy it and use it as a medicine, because temrse of salt is by
itself a fine medicine, also without gold, as wailso be shown in its proper place.

Even if this potable gold is one of the best kitittre are and does its share with glory in markngisses, it can
still be processed higher, so that one grain actishgs more than ten do otherwise. Although théppration looks
bad, it is quite philosophical, and as can be sge@s not contain anything corrosive. Neither S4ércury nor
Sulphur is added to this calcination, and althoitigghsaid that the volatile salt of stag's anti@arbonate of
ammonia) calcines gold, it is true but is no halmfurosive. By itself it is a wonderful poison+sinating
medicine, which can be taken into the body withmartm or damage. In addition, it does not mix withdgn such a
way as to stay with it, as the corrosive spiries want to do - which may be seen by its taste agidhw - but the
glowing disappears, leaving the gold behind put@mly calcined. | am of opinion that a better gstion cannot
be found in the common works than this. Therefoseudent may follow it quite assuredly, providedkhews just
a little of how to deal with the fire, so as notake it too hot and smelt the gold into a Bodydfdid, all his work
and trouble would be lost. If he prevents the smglthe has already won, and thereafter the sulesequork will
proceed without trouble and hindrance.

How this potable gold is to be heightened in itsudg, | will also show. Whoever cares, can doétwill not regret
it. Although it requires some time, it is yet a wenful work and help in need. Therefore the phgsisican see
hereby how sincerely | am operating and that | dichide the manipulations needed to obtain sucledicine or, as
others do, withhold what is most necessary and kéept about it.

Take therefore 1 Ib. of the best purified live Manc(how it has to be prepared will subsequentbp dle indicated
in its chapter), pour over it 1 Ib. of the besttifeed oil of vitriol, let it digest closed till ta Mercury is altogether
dissolved. Distill the oil from it quite stronglyd finally give it so much fire that it can subliteaip, then it will
rise very white and crystalline. Some black fecdkhe left at the bottom of the glass. Pour thoffeas they are
good for nothing, remove the sublimate, put it biscé retort and pour the oil of vitriol over itetit dissolve again,
and when this is done, again distill the oil ofaitd sublimate the Mercury. It will rise even mbeautifully than
before. You must repeat this work till the Mercappears bright, transparent, and clear as cryidtah it is well
prepared for this purpose.

Now take 2 Lots of it, and 1 Lot of the previougulid or potable gold, mix them well, enclose thegether in a
phial,set that in a vapor fire, and in 20 daysnast 25 days, it will turn quite black and lookdiknelted pitch.
Thereafter set it in ashes or sand, and it willboee grey-white-yellow and finally red like blooddatransparent
like a ruby. Thus you will get a medicine like whithere is none better in virtues, and it is a papacea for use in
almost all sicknesses, especially where strengtgsired. It does its effect without any discorhfomd almost
through imperceptible perspiration, as will be shawthe description of its operation.

After the calcination of the gold, I thought of @esial menstruum. Now | will also show you howsitd be
prepared to make the work and the process pelfeltpends on the best manipulation, and this iatughto be
done: Take a good amount of boy's urine, disttlh ihalf, pour away what is left, and put the det again in a
retort. Again distill it to half, and do this wotkree times. With the subtle spirit a beautifudnigparent, shining salt
will rise. Rinse all the salt with the spirit outthe alembic, weigh this spirit, mix it with tharme amount of the



best spirit of wine, let it gently putrefy togetHer 8 days, then distill it, and you will have amderful menstruum
for all metals, minerals, and precious stones. \Wiik you can obtain the true tincture of gold.

Do not believe that you will get a better and sym@cess in authors, though they talk a lot abioand every small
shopkeeper praises his goods. Finally you will néhetess discover for whose benefit their singsgdriou must not
ask or doubt if this process works or not. You haveady heard from me that | do not want to waitgthing that
my eyes have not seen or my hands have not wofiteetddo not take these processes from mute basksany
have done. | wish to make a gift to and serve théysng youth with what Vulcan (fire), has given m#riting is
no art nowadays, but to invent processes and vigréin in the fire is difficult, and it often hapethat one must
say, "of that we could not think". If now thereoise who does not learn anything by my labors, Hleuwderstand
and learn it much less from other writings, let timassured of that.

We must now also explain how and for what this aghkdicine is to be used, and how we can appdy it t
advantage. First, this potable gold is a spedéadure and arcanum for keeping the human body rinany
sicknesses. It greatly strengthens the heart dspiats. Administer 5 grains of it in water atoro temperature. It
goes through the body like smoke and preserves ifhat it can be kept from all possible sicknesifidbe end of
life. It is truly a great blessing of God not hayito spend one's life on the sickbed. Wealthy peepbuld have it
specially prepared for them to assure them of deadth in addition to their wealth. Of what use idtbes and
property to a man if he is sick, lame, and in badlti, and does not enjoy either food or drink Ayl fuealth is
better than all wealth. Whoever despises thosed@selespises God's goodness, for God has notredyed
money and properties for the sustenance of mahdsualso given the medicines, so that man migbelter
equipped for his profession. But | know many whauldarather hang themselves than spend 100 Thaletkdir
health, and they are living so miserably that theyof no use either to themselves or to otharsnsider this a
great punishment of God.

For example, | have known some rich sows in thismty who said that they would rather be sick thaar.
Although they were rich enough, they did not getraah enjoyment from their wealth that they cowdd ene
morsel with delight in a full quarter of a yearchase of their sicknesses. Oh! May God preserdmussuch
"hospital wealth!" | would rather guard cows thaad such a miserable life with so many riches,esimeman
knows that he must finally leave all his belongihgse, being unable to take anything along with fiom this
world. They must be fools, yes, maniacs, to hawh shioughts. The body has indeed been createa iikdness of
God. Although money and assets are also a graaifgifod, the body is yet more than all that ansl traly been
created for the purpose of being maintained arsgeofing our fellowman with it. Whoever then wardsend his life
in good health till God calls him, can achieveyitthis arcanum and frequent praying to God.

It is a special medicine for the stroke which ilpseenormously. It does not put the physician &ns#, unless the
stroke affected the heart immediately and finisihe@therwise, if there is still a little hope Ieit does its work
amazingly well.

| tried it for the first time on a noblewoman inlfém, Austria, and found it to be good. There lieedoble widow
who had a sanguinary complexion and was full-bldo&he fainted at dinner, fell over, let hands feed flop
down, and began a death rattle. Her attendantlsatwttwas a stroke. Just at that time there wagshysician in
town, and as | had some business with Herr von €&rguWalde - which is located not far from the nokolten -
the patient's servant at once came there and &skedson Greuss for advice. She immediately lefige the
widow, and | accompanied her.

When we arrived, we found that she was lying thétkout consciousness and movement, rustling altitne. |
opened her mouth with a wooden instrument and pboswene of the potable gold into her in some watdifies of
the valley. | sat her upright and gave her the dos® more, seeing to it that she kept it downgchvhvas the case.
Meanwhile, | had her rubbed very strongly with tésvéfter about half an hour she moved her eyédt that the
spirits were ready to return and put some sneqmingler made of lilies of the valley and tobacco inér nose
through a quill. all at once she began to sneedeopened her eyes, but she could not yet recogmyene, nor
could she speak. | now took some teriac, mixedth & few drops of this potable gold, and afteriaggoening her
mouth with the instrument, | coated her upper jgafdth it. This | did once every half hour, andgraimost the
whole night went by. Toward morning | again gave &i@rops in water of lilies of the valley. Thereafshe
became alive again, in one instant so to spedkeaturprise of all present, although she had teolifting her
arms. | put some more teriac on her palate andesparvein for her in the morning. Her blood washsck that it
could hardly get out of the vein. She felt incregby better and also began to speak. | had theviitlg decoctum
made for the external members and had her rubbibditwi

Antistroke

decoction Rx. Rad. Aaronis

Pyrethri



Enulae camp. a. j Lot.

Urticae minor, ji Lot.

Castorehi

Myrrhae rub.

Mastichis an. j. Lot.

Aloe succtrinae, ji. Lot.

Piperis longi, jii.

Rosimarini

Salviae acut. an., ji. Lot.

Flor. Lavendul., ji. Lot.

Bacc, Juniperi

Sem. Erucae an. ji. Lot.

| had these boiled for her in white wine and hadarens and legs vigorously rubbed with it. She veced thus her
health in three days and lived thereafter haleteradthy for a few more years. | had to leave orghi@e doses of
this potable gold with her which she was goingaefkas a special treasure and use only in caseesfiency.
Afterwards, everybody wanted to know with what tifitaured this dangerous sickness. | could tell ofensnich
cures, but one is enough. | only relate this toashinat potable gold can do and how it was appkedhat a
practitioner can do the same in a similar casesasn$pecial circumstances require a different piree It is
therefore not without reason that | describe apdntethe circumstances so carefully.

If one requires a strong tonic in epidemic diseasesh as in pestilential and spotted fevers,rittmathis potable
gold, for it not only strengthens the heart powiyfout also drives the poison out through perdjora Thus it
cleanses all the blood of infection, as | have egpeed in many places with many persons. Wheniire &nd July
of 1613 there was a strong outbreak of the pesileiever in Morea, also called Peloponnesushetown of
Modon and other places, including Candia, and pebphuently died of it, | and my travelling comjxars
survived and preserved ourselves from that poisitimtivis potable gold. | have also cured many Tukghis
sickness, which afterwards was greatly to my achgaitn the course of my peregrinations in orieplates.
Because of it, | received good recommendations foamplace to another, so that | could promote laged
travels and finish them the sooner, as | was niyt @corted safely but also made some honest mieegby.
Whoever, therefore, is infected with such a comtagidisease, let him not wait but take 7,8,9, dajphis potable
gold in some spirit of citrus fruit. It will immediely cause the perspiration to flow and bring pegadhe heart. As
a prevention, take 5 drops early in the morning.eom week, and thereupon perspire a little. Thdse lvave no
spirit of citrus fruit may take it in a little wine

It is an excellent remedy for palpitations and obéis, which mostly trouble young girls. Nothingtee can be
found in Nature, as it does away with the compfainta few days. Some time ago, | cured a youri@§it4 years
in Leipzig. She was so greatly troubled by thiksess that she could no longer walk through hemrdalid not
give her more than 3 doses of 6 drops each timextiact of balm.

Her symptoms disappeared, her menses occurredhasdhe recovered her health. It is an excelemedy for
activating the menses. To such persons one giwesgdhys before the New Moon, 5,6,7,8 drops inegigxtract of
balm or extract of saving (red cedar, juniperndtessary, the body can be cleansed with the corpomgatives.
To do this, there is nothing better than the follaywills. As a special arcanum, they remove th&rolstions of the
uterus, and not many like them can be found.

SPECIAL PILLS

FOR THE MENSES

Rx.Extract. ex Baccis Lauri

Sabinae

Flor. Centaur. min.

Calendulae an. ji. Lot.

Salis Melissae

Sabinae an. j. Lot.

Olei Sabinae j. Lot.

Borrac. Vener jii. Lot.

Croci orient.

Mass. pil. Aloe phang. ji. Lot.

fiat massa pilularum cum oleo cinamoni. (for thiéspi

Of this one gives morning and evening one scrupleie go, at the usual time. This composition ¢@nemended
for everybody. Following this, one gives the potapbld. It is said that wealthy women have thesedveana in



their family medicine-chest, enabling them to preévaany a misfortune. It is indeed put so cleadfobe their eyes
that they cannot go wrong.

In the case of a difficult birth, | know nothingtter. It does not only accelerate the living biotht also the still birth
and the afterbirth. At this one might be surpridegshw it happen in 1612 with a Countess in Sty8iae had been in
labor for three days and as a result was exhauBtedchild in her was dead, and everybody expdwtedo give up
the ghost. Her husband did not spare any meanistoimd myself about the same time at the Inn af thcality

and heard how everybody lamented and felt sorryhf@rCountess | opened my travelling medicine-chedtsent
her 10 drops by the innkeeper's wife, to be takey im a little wine. As soon as she had takeshg was in labor
pains again, although they had already stopped letetp. After about a quarter of an hour, the balayg born and
the afterbirth followed. Thus the woman was keptealHer husband soon came to me at the inn, askingas the
man who had sent something to drink to his wifsitl yes, and he asked me to do him the favorigfhdrhome
with him, as he wanted to show his gratitude to Amel as my advice was further required, | was readyive it.

| drove to his home with him and spent the nigletéh | was taken to the woman in childbed. Shesgaseak that
she could not speak. | gave her 9 more dropsittle@Malvasian (wine) and ordered her to be képha during the
night, though care should be taken that she didleep too deeply. She rested very well and gewthen she
awoke toward morning, she asked for me. | wentetoamd she thanked me, saying that next to God Ihealife's
extension. She begged me to stay with her for elgis, but as my travels did not permit it, | exaisyself. Then
she pulled a diamond ring from her finger and gate@ me. Her husband, with great thanks and jewarded me
very generously, and | stayed there for anothdrdal. The Countess was feeling fine, and so | gvasiously
allowed to leave and also acquired - let theredenvious talk about it - a famous reputation. Myne has become
honorably known in all Austria, where physiciane aomewhat more highly esteemed than in this cpuntr

For cancer it is a powerful remedy, as it takenittfrom the center to the circumference, provided does not wait
too long before it spreads into all the veins amdades them. If it reaches that stage, we canoje tfor a cure, but
if it has not got the upper hand, it can well beeduwith this medicine. Thus, in 1619, | had astemt a wealthy
woman who had previously tried many things. | atged for three months but it did not help her, dat the
remedies which had done much for others - they atkia vain. Therefore | proposed to make potajul for her,
as | knew no other remedy for her cure. She wasthlat | could suggest yet another remedy and pedcto this
end 5 Lots of fine gold. | prepared it accordindhe prescribed process and gave her 5 dropstiteanarm wine
three times a week. But she had to perspire a éfter each time she drank it, as it is a diapfena (perspiration-
inducing) all by itself, even without any other mea

When had taken the potable gold for some timegiatly purified her blood, so that it became natlde: the cancer
did not eat further all around as it did when skeduthe other medicaments. It stood still and etkap. Likewise,
the woman's pain became less day after day. Ooutséde | only put Sal Saturni (salt of lead) inTihe pain
stopped altogether, but the cancer did not disappgte so fast. She, however, did not pay anynstie to it but
moved about as she pleased, taking care of heeholdsas before. She had no further complaintse@nd of her
life and lived after this cure for six more yead@tie was a woman 46 years of age.

This cure should be well remembered, for most plgss consider cancer incurable. But why is it @ered
incurable? Not because of actual malice or a défigtte medicine, but only because of the phys&itaziness.
They do not wish to prepare those medicines, ddeithown further in another place.

In the same year, in Leipzig, | cured a wealthy rmghis dizzy spells. he could not safely go dowsta without
someone walking next to him and holding him firtdyprevent him from falling. This was so seriouatthe once
fell from his chair. Because of his frequent dizdg he was afraid of a stroke. To him | also ghigepiotable gold,
but only once a week, and | prescribed for himlatem with which he had to wash his head once wegayht days.
After the washing, | also prescribed for him a badswhich he had to rub on the upper spinal corth temples, his
nose and nape. In this way he was cured of thime&s with the help of God, at the age of 55. Tihetien,
however, was prepared as follows:

Rx. Rad, paeoniae

Caryophylat.

Zedoriae an. |. Lot.

Flor. primulae veris

Lavendulae

Tiliae

Anthos

Rosar. rub. an. ji. Lot.

Fol. majoren.

Rosis marin.



Melissae

Lauri

Salviae an. j. Lot.

Thuris opt.

Succiniam j. Lot

Everything to be boiled into a lixiviate.

With this he had to wash his head and quickly tagain at a coal fire.

The balsam was prepared from the following oils aseld as written above:

Rx. Olei Mosch. per expression, facti jii. Lot.

destill. Bensoini

Caryophyll. an. ji. Lot.

Rosar.

Cinnamoni

Citri an. ji. Lot.

Majoran

Rutae

Succini albi an. ji. Lot.

Moschi

Ambrae gris. an. ji. Lot.

Ladani opt. jii. Lot - to be mixed according to the to prepare the balsam.

This balsam cannot only be used to great advaritaghzzy spells but also for strokes and otheiosesrhead
disorders, as will be further reported in anotHace.

If you wish to use this potable gold for the maiatece of your health, take 8 drops within 14 days perspiration-
inducing liquid, and perspire somewhat thereaftés. always better perspire a little after takthg medicine than
to use it such as without anything else, for inaivg the blood is cleansed and everything impsiediminated
with the perspiration. Children, however, must talanly once in 4 weeks, and only 3 drops in ooelgkewise
those who are over 50 years of age. Those whovame6® can use it once in 14 days, because ingddad
moistures collect which must be driven out. In thiisy man can be kept hale and healthy to his [ast.h

| knew a winegrower in Croatia. That man was 13&ry®ld, at least, as he told me, and looked likeepne about
60. He had a grandson whom | also saw, aged 72.yidaradmitted that as long as he could remembbkati@mever
been sick, because he still tended to his vineyiartiss great age, was hoeing there, and did alnirk as well as a
youngster, and not even one finger was hurting hienrelated to me many stories of the Turks whiath taken
place in Croatia, and the man had such a remarkadteory that | could not wonder enough at it. leststvhat was
the reason that he had grown so old and had albess in good health. He told me he had some ednithvine dug
up on a special mountain, that he was taking ahpiriét every morning in a tablespoon of brandyd &mat that had
kept him so long - in addition to God. He showet itne. It was red as blood and like grease areksin one's
fingers. | took it to be sealed or Lemnian eartlsaar fat (axungia Solis), as there were variouremin the same
locality.

As | had no time to go myself to the mountain wiith man - for it was a good two miles away - nay\far from
the Turkish fortress of Petrinja - | could not abtany of it to take along with me to test it teeska Solar Spirit
(Spiritus Solis) was hidden in it. But it must unditedly have been a solar spirit, else it wouldhaote had such
power. And this was especially noteworthy: If taarth was put in brandy, it melted almost compyeieit. It is
sure that Hungary and the kingdoms belonging bad been especially rich in various goldish orasd it is almost
everywhere - but they cannot all be cultivated thuthe Turkish danger. | had seen in Sohl thafTtims had
invaded the country and taken away with them o@érrainers, men and women. One hears of that evemngnih
the Walachia and in the Croatia, and in those gl#vere still lies hidden a great treasure. Whengsts to
Macedonia and Thrace, especially around Philippmm, can find the terra sigillata (sealed eartiwgaaibus places
in different colors, red and white, which are alsed by the Turks for various sicknesses. | mysale collected
some of it and brought it back with me to Germdrdo not relate these stories without a speciaapafor they
prove that there is a special power in the solait g gold for maintaining life, strengthening éduncreasing the
vital spirits, thus obtaining the desired healtheflefore Geber says not unjustly: In the Sun aedstit of Nature is
everything. Now enough said of this for this tindée will proceed further to other preparations.



Chapter 3.
Oil of Gold Prepared in the Common Way.

Gold purified through antimony, 1 Lot. Dissolverito a gold-colored oil in a circulated oil of sal¥hen the gold is
totally dissolved, pour oil of wine over it, nottikommon one obtained from tartar but that whidigslled from
the best wine which still has its mother and |8éss done, the oil of gold will in one moment beanged into a
blood red olil, like a beautiful transparent rubyviNadd to it 6 Lots of good spirit of wine to onarpof this oil, set
it in mild ashes, put a well luted alembic on itldregin distilling, at first gently, finally stroeg. The gold will rise
bloodred over the alembic, giving off a lovely kestNow it is prepared.
NOTE
This process may well be short but it has manyadliffies in it. It is not so easy to tinge as mamjieve and as the
words look because it requires two strong requsiteamely, the circulated salt-oil and oil of wined it takes a
great deal of trouble and work before the oil ofigvis made. The author has not indicated howtdt ke prepared,
but in the treatise on tartar he has written alfottowever, it is just as little the correct orethat of which he
warns us in this process. But | have added the pogparation, obtained by my experience, whichlmafound in
my Note, where the kind reader can look it up. isimot be made from the feces of the wine, astitigor
indicates, but from the purest wine, if anythingdas to be done with it, as experience teachestheopure oil of
wine mixes with the wine. That which is made of thees of wine, however, may well mix with it butibes not
take its essentials over the retort. Whether thia bight solution, | let everybody see for himself
What has just been said of the oil of wine alsdiapgo the circulated oil of salt. If the goldtesbe rightly opened,
it must be the circulated quintessence of the-dalt how it is to be prepared, the author doesnmibitate here
either; although he has a description of the oalf under that title, it is also bad and accaydoxthe common
manner. | have added a preparation taken from myexperience, which can also be found there.
But in order to make the process soon availableyttailed, to a beginner, | have not spared theredff adding it
also here. If anything were perhaps lacking in plaee, he could find the discrepancy compensateddther. It
takes a lot of industry and time to get it right. ake it right, however, the process must be darfellows:
Have a retort made for you that has a tube atale& bf the bottom. It must be quite narrow beloemewhat wider
above. Fill it completely with stone-salt, suchisbewn in the mountains of Salzburg, Austria, Bn8tyria. Wall it
in a furnace, lute a receiver in front but makenalé hole between the joints with a quill, to giva@ir when the
spirits move. Now give fire per degrees till thét Saws in the retort like water, which you canség notice. Then
let a few drops of water drip inside through thigets; and the salt spirits will soon rise, penetigatorcibly into the
receiver. Now you must give them some air througghsmall holes but close them up soon again, andwil
move all the quicker, and it is so nice to see. Yaust continue doing this till all the salt changée spirit. Take
all the spirit and rectify it to remove the phlegma
Of this spirit take 1 Ib., add to it as much melsadt, knead it under potter's clay and turn i ilittle balls. Let them
dry in the air and distill them trough a retort,j@sustomary. You will obtain a beautiful yellowegn spirit. Take
the caput mortuum (death's head) out of the rgtorider it, and lixiviate the salt from it with lalvarm rain water,
filter and coagulate it, dissolve it again and adatg it. You must repeat this till the salt hasdrae as beautifully
transparent as crystal and flows like wax.
Add it to the spirit and let both well unite in tHegestion. Now you have a fine spirit of salt tHesolves gold
rightly and liquifies it. Aside from doing this, i also a good spirit for use in medicine, anddtwmon spirit can
never equal its performance. True, it requires aflavork but it pays the effort well, as everyomko uses it in
such work will see for himself. The gold calx wallso become as beautifully brown as if it had besdoined for
some time with Mercury and Sulphur.
Thomas Kessler of Strasbourg also indicates anfiaener of making the spirit of salt with bellowsi€has to have
a retort made of good clay. It must have a tulibeaback into which the bellows are directed, talde the wind to
get directly into the center of the retort, drivithg spirit into the receiver. True, it is a finege of workmanship,
but does not yield much. The retort must strondywfor three hours before one begins with thedvedl. | tried it,
but when | saw that it would not yield much, | disl follows:
| had a retort made with two tubes, one in theareand one bellow at the bottom, as the figure shdwrough
tube (a) | let the water drop in as indicated i pinevious process, and quickly closed the holédtpr that, |
directed the bellows into tube (b),and as soomasold water had dripped inside, | worked thedvedl An
observer would have had great fun seeing how fretyuand wonderfully the spirits ran into the reesi and of
what colors they were. It all goes fast, but thiolmes must be glued to the tube to prevent thetsgiom running
out backwards. Therefore, it must be fitted witlorag iron tube at the beak, so that it does nonblhe furnace



must also be arranged accordingly, to let the atio& out far enough. Likewise that which is supgabto stick out
above. In this way things will go very well. Itg®ssible to prepare a good amount in one day, kedae air of the
bellows does not permit the spirits to fall dowraiag to be united again with the Body, as happémsrwise. For
they must go - but the receiver must be big enoaghblse it is not without danger, as anyone veli agree. For
if the spirits force their way out and do not fiedough room, they break the receiver, as happeneyself, not
knowing that they are so violent and push almast the spirit of tartar.

If someone cannot work this process of the spfriadt for lack of the right instruments, and yaiul need it, let
him take 1 Ib. of crushed salt and 2 Ibs. of costidmix them well together and distill them in t@emmon way
through a retort. He will also obtain a good sphiit it must be well rectified once or three tinesid it if its feces.
He can also use it in the dissolution of the Ssmuwr author would have it.

The reason why | here describe the spirit of sa#td many ways is so that the laboratory workeanbeucted how
important the menstrua are. Often a single bad podation hinders a great work, and those who wilyaise a
common spirit of salt, as the distillers sell, with doubt work in vain and achieve nothing usdfus the same with
the oil of wine whose preparation, as already noeetil, you will find further on. The better the witiege more
wonderful the oil will be. You can use Spanish wamal will obtain all the more, as experience hagltame. But
his you must take careful note of: If you haveitiést once, you must repeat it once or several giridnen you will
get a good medicament, for the often repeated psatens the work into a subtle medicine.

When you have driven all the gold over the alempbid,it in a cold place for some time, such asa cellar, and in
time beautiful transparent crystals, like rubiesl sprout. You can take those out with a woodeim phtongs, and
dry them on paper. There are very few of themha®ibdy does not all rise in one go over the alenitherefore
the Death's Head can be taken out, reverberatédswiphur flowers, and the gold calx will becoméejpure. Pour
again some spirit of salt of salt and oil of winepthat, and proceed as before. The entire Bot\fimally rise
over the alembic. More will be reported on thisuatther place when we will deal with other preparat

These crystals still have another advantage: Takepart of them, add 3 parts of Mercury of Satytino. purified,
set it together in sand in a phial and give itadgiated fire. Mercury will precipitate in a shame, and it will not
only result in a fine medicine but also in a sangdlgold, so that you can see with your own eyas ttine Mercury
of lead can thereby be turned into gold. It cahezibe melted with borax or melted and assayetidygupel with
lead. Thus you will certainly find that it is no pty talk, although some would deny that it is agfrét might well
be so, as the crystals made of gold can againdeht back into a Body and provide a gold proois Basy to
answer this by first observing the weight of thgstals, then that of the added Mercury and thegrexpgold. In
this way you will see if you have an excess or hatn of opinion that there will be some, but It say that it
will be of great importance in regard to all castsurred, because it does cost something to preparklercury of
lead. Thus, these crystals also do not just clitteg yet one can nevertheless prove therebyithatpossible to
make a transmutation without the Universal Tinctihoever wishes, can try it, he will not work iainr, nor will
he lose much thereby, and the gold will turn outegbeautiful, more beautiful than that from therigarian mines,
of which | once had 3 ounces together.

Nor is this oil of gold to be despised, because d@f great usefulness in medicine if properly agghl Whatever |
have learned, | will reveal. It may well be thaterts have also tried it for other sicknesses, biave mostly used
this composition for the French disease (venerisakbde), when it strongly drove the poison outugho
perspiration, thus healing the infected persons.

First | tried it on a scholar who had a trainingaal not far from Vienna in Austria. He was notisiéd with
Germany but devoted himself to the French. ("ThrenEh" was the name given to syphilis). He had aequt from
a French "putain”, or whore. He already had it highest degree: his hair was falling out, boéise out on his
temples, spots were also on his thighs, and whatglier symptoms there are in such an infectiatid tell him
that | was willing to cure him, but that it woul@ lat great expense as the infection had alreadynaed so far. The
woman with whom he was living offered to assumetadi costs, if only he could be restored to goathel
thought they were sleeping together, and it lodkethe as if she were also infected, but she didaptanything
about it. | prepared this oil of gold for him, akdd received enough money for it, and gave hinrofsla day in one
dose, in some spirit of Lignum Sanctum (holy woddiade him perspire to dryness in a bathroom,vameh he
had done this for four days, he got a rash ovebbdy like the rind of a birchtree. He was veryyugl look at, as
his blood was totally infected. | continued fordalys, and it drove the disease out of his body rfeostidably.
Then | made him take a bath in the following sa@lnti2 Ibs. of sulphur, 4 Ibs. of salt, 1 Ib. oftéar All this had to
boil strongly in a kettle with water, till the wateas quite whitish. In that he bathed four timeken the dirt fell
off him and he became quite clean and healthy.



When children contract smallpox or the measles; tamnot be helped by any better remedy than thaf gold,
giving them once, twice, or three times each tinggaps in a tablespoon of lentil broth. It will sodrive them out
and off the heart, so that they are rid of thersésls in a few days.

Against dizzy spells it is likewise a wonderful exjent. With it | cured two wealthy persons in arstime, one a
man, the other a woman, both belonging to the iglaif Thuringia. | did not give them more than ®gs in a
spoonful of swallow-water, continuing thus for 1dyd. Externally, | had their temples rubbed withlengrease.
Their dizziness disappeared, and one has to-dawotioed anything of it in them.

Nasal polyps are chased away very quickly, agditdoing for a noble young lady in 1630. She wasitly troubled
with it. | first put some spirit of Nieri on it uihiwas everywhere sorely corroded, although it s@® enough by
itself, greatly hindering her breathing and spegkixfter that, she had to coat it every morning aaening with
this oil, and it may well have still other virtugsmedicine. But because | have no experienceanrégard, | cannot
give a true report on it. The kind reader will hawée content with the experiments | have related.

With this oil | still did something else: | took erQuentlein (1.66 gr.) of it, added to it 3 Quentkail or tincture of
sweet antimony and congealed it in a phial to edj)darkred powder, which took four weeks. Finhbjave it a
very strong fire and it flowed together in a gldsemoved it, pulverized it, and used it in maigkeesses. It also
did its share amazingly well and was almost liygaacea.

| wanted to know if | could also put a golden-yellooat on Luna (silver) in aquafort. | beat thexaddwn and
edulcorated it, then added some of this medicimksat it in a gradation fire. The Luna calx turtedwnred in 8
days, and red oildrops were hanging in the phialvalihe matter. | congealed it still longer, thep# vanished, and
everything became red. On the very day | intendddkKe it out, the imperial invasion took placetNoly was the
glass smashed but | was robbed of all my medics®#hat | cannot tell whether or not it would hagsulted in
something. Someone who has this medicament in stoakld test it, he cannot lose much by doing smn lof
opinion that it would turn into something, espdgihlecause the ferment had been united to and etedj&vith the
tincture of antimony. But | do not wish to be thause that everybody embarks on goldmaking, bedaumgself
cannot do it. | only say that Nature is wonderfuher works. Whoever reflects on them may well sirzally
discover a secret. Often a bad and mean thingchasish in it that nobody would believe it.

Chapter 4.

Another Process for the Preparation of Oil of Gold

Take purified gold, 2 Lots; quick silver, 8 Lotsakk of them an amalgam such as goldsmiths make tiyiag to
gild. Put this ground gold in a leather and drydhcksilver off it. The () will be left in the &her like a white
mass or dough. Put it in a crucible or cupel, mixith three times as much sublimated sulphur, gedrthe cupel in
a reverberating furnace till the sulphur and thecwey disappear completely and the gold is lethie cupel like a
brown powder. This gold is as fluffy as a spong#.iPin a glass, pour over it some oil of vitriathich has been
united with the White Swans, thereafter distitiitoil over the alembic. This oil must then be ifesd with spirit of
wine, strengthened by its oil. In this way one akso obtain a beautiful red oil.
NOTE
In this formula the author again shows us anothecgss for making potable gold. Although he doddauk in
processes, they are deficient in so far as goldatathereby be made truly potable. If there islgext under the sun
with which many processes have been undertakengdld; and if there is one by which less has been
accomplished, it is precisely gold. Therefore mhaye been induced to even bar gold from medicing¢tise
have not acted intelligently, for what fault iftthe pure and good gold that it is treated songhy? It would
rather do away with such processes than it mushiub be tortured so badly as the daily works smogve than
enough. These Laboratory workers err all togethéhé sole key for opening its hard locks and fsfteor many
works disclose an uncertain foundation. Howeverngtihere is no foundation, how can a stable hbagmuilt?
| remember a funny dreamer in Leipzig who pretenthad gold, which is a pure fire, could not be ggebor made
potable except by another pure fire. In so saymgvhs not wrong, and it is so in truth. But | asked what he
understood by the fire that was to dissolve gold.ditl not wish to tell me but said that it wasra that only lights
but does not burn. Now | well remembered that Resas also wrote of such a fire, but whether tihaaher
understood what was meant by it, | doubt very mémhin such a fire the angels and good spiritsadse
transformed.
| asked where he hoped to get this pure fire. Nomak difficult to get him to talk. Once | triedttiag drunk,
thinking that the wine was a sure betrayer of meagrets. It worked, and when he had become drushkrathful,



he let the art out of the bag and said that it m@sther than the wil-o'-the-wisps, that they wauweh a pure fire. |
would have loved to laugh at it but could not lehisee what | thought till | had learned all hisregs. | also
wanted to know how to catch them, but he did netwid disclose this secret to me. But | did natkhather than
that this art would burst my stomach with laughter | already had the will-o'-the-wisps in my stach and they
wanted to get out again. | could not imagine thatdld fool was serious, but he insisted solenifihen | thought
how God could let a man fall down so much thatdwa imagine such absurdities. All that | found eand that
was also the reason why he had been called wileswisp-catcher during his lifetime. | have metyather
strange dreamers but none like him - but | cannotkif he ever caught a will-o'-the-wisp.

We must also examine the author's process. Man thary little of it, as the () must be amalgandatéth

Mercury and calcined with Sulphur. For they say Marcury robs gold of its inherent moisture andttih becomes
subsequently all too dry owing to its reverberatidth the Sulphur. Whether this is true or not,ill imdicate in the
proper place, It may very well be that this caltirais not of very great benefit to medicine, ldtether it is due to
the fact that Mercury robs gold of its moisturayill not dispute. So, it cannot be highly considklecause of this,
but the whole process appears suspect to me, laglgblVe the author has never worked it himselfahieved
potable gold by it.

He wants to dissolve the gold with oil of vitriaté drive it thereby over the alembic, which gives much to think
about, because the corrosive oil of vitriol doesdissolve gold in such a way that it rises witbver the alembic. It
is evident and requires no proof that the corrosiVef vitriol fixes all volatile spirits and makethem stable,
including sulphur, which becomes so fixed by itttha fire can light or burn it. If it does that,Jadhen can it take
gold, the stablest of all, along with it over themabic? Here it is not important that some objext say that gold
can be worked so far with other corrosive spitits fit rises into the alembic - why should the ispif vitriol not do
the same? But the answer is easy to find: one siwgapirit is not like another. | am here spealdfthe corrosive
spirit of vitriol and not of its sweet arcanum vafiich something will also be said later. For | aslvaware that
from vitriol a menstruum can be prepared that dasalive and take over the alembic not only golddbubther
metals and precious stones. To do this, howeventieverybody's doing and ability, and it requimesexperienced
and learned Philosopher and not a common laboratoriger. The process also takes quite some tintethan
White Swan must also be present, as the menstrsiuseless without it.

But what kind of Swan this is, neither Basil nord&lsus has expressly stated, although Basil speadut the
Swan. But if it is to be understood literally, Iryenuch doubt, and | cannot imagine that the comtabaratory
workers know the White swan or know how to lookifoNor can | believe that Poppius understoodtiterwise he
would have achieved much more precious and greatsks with this menstruum, as it can be called &éhsal
Menstruum, which it really is. In nearly all his ws out author goes for the menstruum preparedrtdrtand
vitriol, which he no doubt understands here, andiuth we will also speak of in its place. Sooreaftards he
indicates how to prepare it under the name of faroaof Tartar". Thus he also speaks a great dealtabin his
Preparation of Silver and Preparation of Tartaingibis process seven times, as indeed a Univeasatlo. Let
scholars judge of it, my opinion will be found egpsed clearly enough in my Notes.

But | consider the menstruum with the Swan of Basd Paracelsus much more important than that wisalv at a
wealthy Philosopher's. He put a whole Ducat iit isappeared in half an hour without any noise] tne
menstruum turned bloodred from it. Therefore a gpaimymist must take great care not to trust eveoggss - only
to gain misery and bitterness for his great troubteie, a process can soon be written, but it belyomes apparent
hoe true or right it is when it is put in practieved elaborated according to the letter. If any mare to verify his
writings and processes, of which he smears togéilgarolumes, oh! how badly he would fare and hellddinally
be obliged to say that his writings had only bdenthoughts of his brain, and that he had imagihatithey would
also succeed in the fire.

Shortly before, | thought that many do not spealyi of the calcination of () with Mercury and dot wish to
adapt it for medicines, such as those which arpgresl with the power of the fire, like the AquaeggReand the
spirits of the salts of ammonia. | will thereforelicate here a fine method, for although gold rbestalcined if one
wants to make something important of it, suitabledll works, dissolutions, and extractions, it s done as
follows:

Have a fine crucible made of the kind that the iglazhave. It must not be too big or too small.iSit the glass
furnace at a constant heat and let it stay in émmaous flux. It must be placed in such a way thaain frequently or
constantly be stirred with an iron wire. Let itrean that heat for 14 days, and you will find abtful gold calx
within that time. It melts easily in almost evergmnstruum and can afterwards be worked as youllikiée is lost of
the gold. | have sent 3 Lots of gold to the glag&aoand when the calx came back, not more thdraH@lientlein
had been lost. It was so delicate that no laboyat@rker could have made it subtler or clearea sbmewhat



blackish-brown color. Such a calcination can edsdydone. The glazier gets a good tip and do&siting the
stirring to boys who are doing it day and nightdfnThaler goes a long way.

There are other ways of calcination. | have segardleman in Austria calcine gold in a constam, fut the fire
was made of pure sulphur. After four weeks - fat ils how long he left the gold in the fire - itsvso soft that it
could be ground into a fine flour between one'gédits. But because this calcination is not suit&dreverything, |
will not recommend it. Each will see which kindazlcination he should use for his work. Before réipg the
above, | had indicated that which is done with 'stagtlers. It is not only suitable for all workstbhere is no
suspicion of a corrosive in it. Likewise, the abaadcination in the glass furnace can also wellged. | have read
about more than a hundred calcinations of the Butnwhen they were examined they are nearly atl@as one
last and issue from one foundation: either throdigbolving waters or through fumigations or cemtaites,
through minerals, also through lead, because tined$wof lead also calcine gold, rendering it so #ft it can easily
be reduced to a powder. | would not want to ugaritnedicines, however, as lead fumes are poisoandsontain
arsenic.

Some assert that gold can be calcined wit theoadtinwater, May dew, or hail. If it is put invthile in flux, it is
supposed to turn into a delicate powder which demaards melt in any kind of liquid. If that wese, it would
indeed be a fine thing, and | would myself thingHiy of it as it would be quite a handy means. Hesvel have
neither tried it nor worked with it, and | can tbefare not say anything sure about it, becausenatamake a
reliable report about something my eyes have ren fgemselves.

Once someone came to me who said that he calcoiddrith the salt of rainwater, May dew, or hait fdl his
works! | do not wish to contradict it, as they aintanyhow a great secret for many sicknessesolkalow that
some have prepared potable gold with their spiitit it takes some effort to make the salt andiregua rather long
time. The same is done with rainwater, but it ressinl a beautiful salt.| know a man who wants tkengne
Philosophers' Stone from rainwater. Whether headgdomplish it, time will tell. But | believe thhe will achieve
little without the central salt of Nature. It isgtmably true that water is a receiver for all cétdsnfluxes, though it
is questionable that it can be specified upon radtam its general condition. | am leaving to evergn his will
and ideas. They will show him what he can do with i

ON THE ESSENCE OF THE SUN & THE ARCANUM OF SULPHURF GOLD

If one takes what is beaten thin/

Opens it as it should/

Then pours into it drop by drop/

Mutratur which grows beautifully on the Rhine/

Of that an oil arises of itself/

Take note of what | am telling you about it/

The gold then settles again/

Slowly drips away until at last/

The effervescence stops of itself/

Put a long alembic on/

And strongly distill everything again/

Till no more juice comes off it/

Then pound it to a fine powder/

And pour it into warm water/

To dissolve the sharpness/

Stir it with a wooden spoon/

Pour it off/ and pour fresh one over it/

So that nothing corrosive is left/

Gold calx should be left brown and subtle/

But if there is much of it/

Repeat the work again/

Just as before/

The more often this is repeated/

The more subtle and beautiful it becomes/

Nor has it any grain or lustre/

But that has been completely destroyed/

That one has also to take note of/

When you believe that everything has been pourid of

Dry it quite gently/



Or else it will quickly ignite/

Bursting the oven at short notice/

Everything above and below/

That happens as fast as lightning/

Therefore, use common sense and intelligence $h thi

Something else | wish to relate/

If you cannot get any oil of Mutritar/

Take common herbs/

Prepare them into a fine salt/

Dissolve it into an oil/

Use it as indicated above/

When the gold has been prepared/

| give you this additional information/

Twelve letters - the number fourteen/

Five syllables and also six vowels/

Rectify this very finely/

And pour the gold calx into it/

Set it in digestion well closed/

Then leave it for several days/

The solvent will become beautiful and red/

This essence will help you in case of need.

NOTE

These rhymes have been taken from an old bookmamy have played with them like the cat with theus®
believing that enormous secrets were hidden in tfidmas | met a laboratory worker in the archbiskopf
Salzburg, who was otherwise no incompetent markaed some fine manipulations. With him | had many
discussions about the secrets of alchymy. Finaéiytold, but confidentially, that he had a des@ipof the secret
of the Philosophers'Stone. He was so secretivetahmawever, that he did not let the cat outhe bag. At last |
promised him so much if he only let me read it oacpiite superficially, that he agreed. After readit, | had to
laugh out loud that the good man considered thegsyeverses so important. | had hoped that | csulely go
fishing in them, but | could hardly catch a crawfis

| told him that there was nothing secret in théses|, that it was only the fulminating gold (oraigold), aurum
fulminans, known to all alchymists, that was indéchin them, and that he did not understand the Wartratar nor
the last eight lines in which mention is of 12dett 5 syllables, 6 vowels, and the number 14.ditbthat they
contained a great secret - but this secret iskalsavn to the coal-heavers. | believe that many wattain to the
Art or some other secret if they did not set sugagstore by those futile things, they are onlgating themselves
thereby. Good Lord! What a catalog of names | coefibrt of those | met in my travels who reliedsoich false
rhymes. They had bought them for a great deal afepwdrom vagrants or fraudulent rascals, belietivag they
now had all they needed, that nothing was lackamgl, that they had only to start working. But atéhe they were
shouting: "The thief has cheated me!" And | havens@ore than three gallows full of such vagrants wéddled
such rhymes.

When they came to me with them, | questioned thiémy failed lamentably, bringing forth many excusHsey
pretended not to understand such high matters #igassbut had found the verses in some old vaudtaister
where many distinguished alchymists had lived mgars ago - to which they could swear magnificeMinoever
is not careful is easily caught in their thievess, fior one's inquisitiveness is strongly proddierasuch a
mendacious discovery, especially as they can affimith so many oaths. They also say that theyerseen such a
large quantity of man-made gold, yes, that theyfelves had seen it being made, and they use venatewre
bacon they can find to bate the trap. What man evaaot listen with delight to those sirens who ssagoeautifully
that it makes you forget food and drink, like tllenpanions of Ulysses. O you frivolous fellows, haill you one
day answer for it that you attract so much monéy your pockets with your thieving finger?

| knew a gentleman in Thieving who had been giv@®8 Thalers to a vagrant for such a process. whename
acquainted with him soon afterwards, he trustedonmuch that he let me read it. After readingtitldl him that |
had that process and poem four years ago and tt@itained nothing but fantasy and nonsense. ©hd ghan was
greatly startled, and when | explained one thindj @mother to him, also telling him that precisély tvord Mutratar
and the twelve syllables were in that processgash these rhymes, he became even more startiecengnized
the futility of this process. Although he said thatwas going to write to the swindler, wherevenias, | have not
heard any further, but | believe he did not say imtacthis fraud but preferred to keep quiet. It ralso be that the



swindler used a false hame, as those fellows néyrdal Nor do | doubt that our author himself thattittle of it,
because he gave it the title, "On the essencesdbtim and the arcanum of sulphur".

| must confess that there is no more stupid andpbbackss than this among all those dealing witld.gbkhe spirit
of wine were to lie on it for a hundred years, dulM not extract the right essence or sulphur fitp@s experience
shows more than enough. It is easy to write suictgsh but experience tells how true the writingisl what the
process can do when it is tested. But so that beginmay not be mislaid by such poetry, | will explhere briefly
what is said in it. Many a man might think thaisigall seraphic wisdom, while it is nothing but@peration for
acquiring fulminating gold.

The explanation is as follows: Laminated gold leebé dissolved in Aqua Regis. When it is dissoltkd,oil of
tartar (for Mutratar is tartarum’, the letters hawnty been transposed) has to be poured in drajrdyy. A strong
roaring and effervescence will arise, But the dnoppsst be put in only one after another becaushkeofast
ebullition. When the fermentation has stopped amafything is calm, the liquid has to be distillefdl @ can also be
just poured down while the gold precipitates). Sqowder is left. Warm water has to be poured ohttheemove
the sharpness. If the gold were not altogetheoblisd softly and subtly, the process has to beatepkfrom the
beginning. Then it has to be dried gently, onlyhie room or in the air but not in the sun, or @iseould quickly
ignite, breaking everything it meets, as | onceegignced in Austria. | had 8 Lots of this gold cahd wanted to
dry it in the room on a copper cover in a stovead hardly left the room, as | wanted to go to dmmhen a
rumbling arose in the room to startle everybodihmhouse. We did not know what it was. When | bpened the
door of the room to leave, the gold ignited andkbrthe tiled stove into a thousand pieces, alstiesitgg the railing
around the stove. Thus | sustained a great lodgjidsot retrieve one Pfennig (small German caithese 8 Lots
of gold.

If sulphur flowers are mixed with the gold, howevand they are again cemented and burnt, it Idb&drainating,
which is quite surprising. What is even more swipg: The fulminating is due to the tartar, andfter the gold has
fermented, a good amount of oil of tartar is pouredt, it does away with the in the same way, radter how
strong the heat is that one applies. Many willlmgteve this, and yet it is the truth. Many migay shat it is against
Nature, because two contrary or different operaticannot be done simultaneously in one subject.

If you have no oil of tartar at hand, the versdlsytau to burn grape vine to ash and make salt. athien let it flow
to oil in the cellar, and use it in the same walyisTalso works, it also precipitates the gold,bwoewood is often
harder to obtain in many places than tartar. Neryau always tied to these salts, others also pitat# gold, such
as the salt of pine trees or ashes of firtreeslage is more ash from firs than from vines. Ididdn, there exist
other means for precipitating the dissolved goldgua Regis than the salt of tartar, although Angéala, in his
Aphorismi, does not believe it. But experiencéhis teacher of fools.

But is it true that gold receives so much powesxplode from these salts, someone might ask, metagonably. |
say no, although the striking power does not pigpem from the tartar, for | have at various tnpeecipitated
gold with fir ashes. It did not explode, althoudke fire was rather strong. This has to be ascribéke spirits which
ignite the sulphur of the gold, making it explodevinlently. This exploding occurs contrary to copmsense,
because other powder fulminates ahead or aboVg dele this one kicks backwards and below itsalid with
such force that one Quentlein of that fulminatiddghas more force than 8 Lots of common gunpowder.

The sulphur of iron does the same as gold, buedsian that, no sulphur of any metal does, no métbev it is
prepared. That is why many would like to concluae these two metals must have a great kinshipdstw
themselves. They believe that the sulphur of isbas good as the sulphur of gold, which is quitengr however.
In all eternity, the sulphur of iron will not becema sulphur of the Sun, irrespective of how thgarationis carried
out. the sulphur of iron remains what it is andreztresist the power of Saturn (lead), even # i ivaliant hero.
Nevertheless, it must concede victory to this adtgeman.

Now we will finish with the paraphrasing of the rhgs. When everything has thus been prepared arwithef
gold has been achieved, one is supposed to patusome spirit of wine, that is 5 syllables, 6 vdsyel 2 letters,
together the number 14. These words have mislaid/raanan, believing that they contained a highrawoa and
the true Philosophical Menstruum were thereby regeaut it is not so and is only bla-bla and hugibwhich is
no arcanum, much less the Universal Menstruum. ihise reason that many believe that the spintiok must be
the true Philosophical Menstruum and that they d@egreat deal of time acquiring it.

Well then, with this spirit of wine one was suppise extract the tincture of gold, and this waspaged to be the
essence of the Sun which could help in case of.rnesdhose believe it who want to, | for my paahaot believe it.
Nor do | let myself be persuaded, because | ane @ittain that the spirit of wine does not exteagt essence out
of this fulminating gold. It is far too weak to denpose such a perfect subject, the most perfecy.Battd what
would it matter if it could extract an essenceayadtuld yet not be the essence that could help yomeed, for it
would only be a subtle part of the gold, separ#imah its Body. It can do little, and can in no wagd you to



riches, for it has not become plusquamperfect (rtitag perfect), as it has to become if it is tesdmething for
others. Gold does not have its powers from itag ho more than it requires for its own perfectlbit.is to
accomplish anything, it must first acquire suchirtue in its regeneration, when it has again t@eits mother's
womb.

Now it is obvious that the spirit of wine is notetgold's mother, nor can it ever become so. As doldot originate
in spirit of wine at the beginning of the earthmitist necessarily follow that the spirit of winenda no way extract
a useful tincture from gold. It can therefore netdalled "Sulphur of the Philosophers”, while itseld its Body can
be reduced. Yes, more men, many of them, includimgelus Sala, do not wish to admit that the tinetcein be
separated from the Sun - although Sala later cltahigemind and recognized his error. One cannoy tleat the
color should not separate from the Body, that thdyBstays behind as silver, and in the reductigmriot again a
Body of the Sun but fixed silver that is left, whiacquires another sulphur in antimony and cogpaming into
gold again. Therefore many believe that becausdittéd silver can again become gold, one couldaddiphur,
which could tinge it into gold. This is true, prdeid one has the right Philosophical Tincture, erditver is made
so fixed that it can pass all gold tests throughemat, antimony, and quartz. Otherwise it is impalssihat anything
useful can result thereby. But how this is doneai@sito be reported, because the Philosophersikeefy secret.
Some time ago, | saw at a Philosopher's in Itdiyng of several pounds of silver, which stood edits. All it was
lacking was the right color, which he could giveétry easily. He frankly admitted that by his skid could make a
hundredweight of silver fixed within three montpsovided he had just one partner. But how he didvias not
told. True, many process-makers and braggarts exiteedingly big volumes about it, but in truthytla@e nothing
deceit and processes that can never be brougktfection. Hardly one hair curler can be found wloes not
pretend to know how to make fixed silver, and yéth all their art they are such poor wretches tiva could take
pity on them. One may well say here, "Physiciay tieyself!" And if they did not occasionally meset imprudent
beginner, hardly conversant with the writings & #hilosophers, who gave them bread for some fon&od's
sake, they would have starved a long time ago lamavbrid would have got rid of them many years ago.

| knew one of this sort in Erfurt. He convinced sogood credulous people that he could fix all Tiwie a short
time and finally transmute them into the best galdj that it would not cost much at all. These goedple
imagined that they would soon become great gentieared accepted the artist. He built various kiofdsvens, put
up a pair of bellows, and set up an entire goldsmiorkshop. First, he tried with a small samjl8 bots of
silver. He cemented these and juggled about wimttill he thought that the time had come to erstiae birds.
But it was nothing but the White body of the Susnfrwhich the tincture had been extracted. He puatatthe
cementing box as if it were only common silver.

When now everybody was eagerly looking forwardn® issue, and the day had been set - which hesélstted in
the calendar to make sure there was a lucky agpéot Sun and Moon - when the monkeys were supbiose
come out of the box, everything happened in a soland devout manner. He pulled the boxes out ofithend
when they had cooled, he told his sponsors to tigem themselves, so that they could see that heleasg with
them honestly and sincerely. Furthermore, he $&dyas going away for one or two days, they shmddnwhile
have the fixed silver tested to see if it couldspals assays. This was done. The silver passexkathinations and
was found to be good, but the color was lacking, the people did not know what to do. The artistyéver, stayed
away for eight days, and they were greatly looKorgvard to his return. They were very sorry and neat that their
teacher in the Art would not return at all, becaosavas being tested. Yet they were full of goopehnevertheless,
as he had left behind his Suppellectilem, which a@sthat important. Meanwhile, they told theiriimate friends
of this feat and promised to accept them alsotimd@ society when the artist returned. Their fdenvere likewise
interested in the new art and consented to putsipraof Thalers.

The artist returned after one week. There was gogatind a wonderful meal was prepared. They werg happy
indeed, especially when he asked how the silvesguhthe test, if it had also stood the gold as$ayarything was
confirmed with delight, and each wanted to be thists next client. Then he told them that he widalfuture also
turn this fixed silver into gold, and he began magkarrangements for it, which was easy to do. Nwirtmood
became even more jubilant, and they were wondevimere they might perhaps find a kingdom to buyeréhwould
be no shortage of gold...

They now concluded a deal and decided, seeingtbetat work did not take more time than a litthe 0to invest
500 Marks. The instruments were arranged and thik was begun. In the meantime, the artist saw dhsatage.
He changed the cementing boxes, took the silveryast even out of town. Nevertheless, the allegesdk is given
fire. On a Saturday night, the artist pretendsadogconfession, and the good people are suppossdtth the
work for some time, to make sure that nothing geesg.

He left - looking for a father confessor in a fagmicountry. As he was staying away a long time gihed people
were eagerly waiting for him with their meal, betidause he had promised the father confessor eat anything



that evening, he did not come back to table. Thesevgurprised at it but did not think anything lo&dt, thinking
he would come after the sermon and communion. b\eekier, was taking a really long way!

Now the company suspected that something was giutt iThey decided to let the fire go out and takeo& at the
work. It took place the following Monday. As thdist had perhaps fallen asleep in the church adahadi come,
they opened the boxes - and found in them a migtititransmutation, for instead of their Thalersytfound
nothing but horseshoes, lead, bricks, and simiiter ubstances - while the silver and the artiseweving
throughout the world.

They now began to look at each other and frozétagy had attacked and caught a torpedo fish.(€&Bir brief
happiness turned into an immense dirge, and ygtdbeld not complain openly. But when they disagramong
themselves, each accusing the other of having aeeslihim to enter this deal, the affair became knamd the
good people had to add insult to injury. And thaswalled "making silver fixed".

Of such cheats there are still many more in thddyevrho might also mislead wise men. That is thesom why |
am relating this, to put everybody on his guard aoidto give credence to such swindlers. For tresetstudied for
many years how to cheat people, and | think thatishone of the reasons why alchymia is forbidieBpain and
that not everybody can work with it. Would to Gt the same would happen in Germany! Then maroaast
man would not be so shamefully done out of his ergp And no person should work with it who has beén
called to it by God and is a physician.

Now we will stop with this report and turn to thiher preparations, according to our author's icstvos.
ANOTHER WAY OF MAKING OIL OF GOLD

Take some of the brown gold calx that has beerrbevated with sulphur. Put it in a phial glass véttery flat
bottom. Set that in warm sand for 18 weeks, dayraglt. Give it constant heat but so that the clal@s not melt.
In this way the gold is finally swelling up and lb@tes as soft as cotton. Open the glass and pouitdkie
following fiery spirit of the arcanum of tartar, weh extracts the tincture of gold in an astonishivay. This must
be discarded over the alembic, when a gold-colofiedill rise, quite transparent and lovely to loak

THE ARCANUM OF THE SALT OF TARTAR

Take the magistery of vitriol, which is quite cleransparent and crystalline. Dissolve in it tegetable salt, then
distill the phlegms gently off it. Thereafter diksoit in distilled rainwater till it loses all itteeces and gets rid of its
slime. Now coagulate it to dryness. Pour the vdgjethlood, or the vegetable fire over it, thenilligtover the
alembic. First the spirit will come out, then thery spirit, and this is the arcanum for this work.

NOTE

The author presents another way of making oil &d.gio differs little from the first, except thaté menstruum for
the extraction is taken from vitriolic tartar, withe addition of brandy. The process is probalsig ind can be
made, although | have not tried it for gold. | halwewever, done it for silver and found it to beetiaccording to the
letter. But the reverberation is a very tiresomekyas 18 weeks is a long time and much coal hag tased. In
addition, this fire must be well regulated or else substance will easily melt and revert into @y d hen all effort
and work are lost. This long time is required towlthe calx to become all the subtler, but one aehieve this just
as well in a shorter time. In the manner indicatetable gold cannot be prepared in less thanahgdfar. The
patient could die a hundred times before gettisgiédicine. | would advise (the alchymists) to timegold calx
which | taught in the previous process, or thatisted with stag's antlers. It can melt and be eteédhin almost
every liquid, even if one does not use the tardariarcanum as a menstruum.

The gold calx can in any case soon be made val&tithin two days | can volatilize it so much thiatises entirely
into the alembic; even flies away. One may welsbiprised that such a fixed Body can be so farolgst that it
can fly away without wings like Mercury, and yenhcaso be made fixed again with a little efforkniow how to
make a spirit that destroys gold so much in a fewr$ithat it flies with the spirit out of the gldeso the air, if the
glass is not tightly closed. Nobody knows whermgoiés, and it vanishes entirely, so that not onm gsdeft in the
glass.

When | mentioned this one day at a princely tathie,Prince did not want to believe it and askedaorghow it to
him in practice. When | did this in a short timeecause | already had a supply of the spirit - s guite surprised
and said that he had had many laboratory worketsndne had gone so far. Furthermore, he saidfthatknew
how to make this spirit, he would not doubt theparation of the Philosophers' Stone. But he wasigirbecause
this spirit had not been the Universal Spirit, las Philosophers want it to be, but had been maufe éther
minerals, and was corrosive. Therefore it couldarat should not be an ingredient and medium fairattg this
high Work. Although it could not be used for thisrpose - nor had | prepared it to this end - it wetsa wonder
that it could volatilize the gold so fast withoutther preparation. And if nothing was added td dijd not let the
gold drop away. Even if one tried ten times to satgait through the Balneum, the gold always weith vt over the
alembic, not as an oil or an extract but with toc, just the color of the spirit itself, only semhat pale-yellow.



Aside from that, it was beautiful, bright and whiitee spring water. It is not necessary to deschibee how to
prepare this spirit as it does not help this Witrks also dangerous to operate with it becaukilks so much and
violently as no gunpowder does. It is better, hoaveto handle the tartarized arcanum, but one trangt a good
amount of it, and | will here describe how | matie i

| took 1 Ib. of salt of tartar, optim. rectifiedpon it | poured drop by drop the same amount obbilitriol. | let it
effervesce, then put it down till it had settledielcanted the liquid and gently dried the resitidéssolved the latter
in the phlegma of the vitriol, poured the pureanffl filtered it. | distilled the liquid to half, ¢ém put the rest in a
cold place. Now beautiful clear and transparenstedg sprouted, which | took out with a wooden spdetting half
of the remaining water steam off further; set itlban the cellar, let it sprout, poured the liqoifl, mixed the
crystals with the previous ones. When | had driedi\@eighed them, | had obtained 2 Ibs. from thekus 4

On these crystals | poured some good rectifiedtsgiwvine - which the author calls the "vegetartdood" - set it
to digest, as otherwise they do not easily dissdiV¢hey were completely dissolved. Then | distl them
according to the Art. When | had driven over 2 ltfsthe spirit, | changed the receiver, added asradimd increased
the fire somewhat. Now a beautiful fiery spirit wewer. | removed the Death's Head, enclosedatretort and
reverberated it well. | also extracted its saltwdtstilled rainwater, added it to the distilledrgplet it circulate for
8 days, and drove it over again. Thus | obtainedaderful menstruum with which one can not onlyrast the
Soul of the gold but also that of all metals, maigand precious stones. It dissolves and extexctsedingly well,
and if it does not take everything over the alenthéfirst time, it must be cohobated and will wegcy well.
When | tried this process with silver, | could et everything over the alembic the first time batl to pour it
back several times into the left-over. Then it wewer, leaving only a few feces in the retort, whigere quite
black and light. | am of opinion that one has togaed in the same way with gold, as its Body isiawere fixed
and compact than the Body of silver, and the cotiohs achieve much good, which could otherwisebsotione.
With this menstruum | have dissolved the crocustidathe crocus (saffron color) of iron and exteakits tincture,
which turned out more beautiful than any dissolutié the Sun. | took it over the alembic in the samay. And
when | separated the menstruum from it by a vaptn,ta beautiful oil was left, pleasant and swaeif it had
come from the best gold. It also tinged silver iglining gold, though it was not stable. But whes silver was
immediately held in the fire, it did not fly awaiké that which comes from antimony. It was only thved away
when it was strongly rubbed. This work could wedka you hope that you could make something oubafwith
which you could earn your bread. | leave it to aryavho would like to try it. | am afraid, howevérat it will
hardly be possible without a good fermentation abbse Basil says that Mars also attains glory by his
guarrelsomness, but that he must take care na pushed down again and suffer shame and derasahge old
Saturn (lead) is his archenemy: where he can gimeatsecret knock, he will not hesitate to do smduse the old
folks are generally no friends of warriors.

With this oil one can also turn Mercury into a bfaliprecipitate, which can be used to great adlvg® in many
sicknesses. It makes it so fixed and fireproof the&n pass a rather stiff test of Vulcan (filedeally think that if it
is conjoined with the oil of gold, it can becomearsihing useful, but | do not wish to cause anyonsquander
money on it. In this passage | only reveal my thasign case someone wanted to do something for,Mihough
Mars seldom brings riches. Instead, he robs arebstalerever he can, not asking if it belongs to Guoithe poor
fellowman, as a very honest man learned after 24syé could also tell a story of what war has eonst May God
one day end such abominable destruction of thetopand restore noble peace to us, for then mareydits will
yet arise, honoring God and serving the poor fethan. Well then, everything comes from God, gootufoe and
misfortune, and we must say with Job: Si bona gisugs a Domino, cur non mala sustineamus.

We will also say something about the virtues of told. The author (Poppius), however, does notiorethem,
doubtlessly because it does precisely what has $esdrof the other preparations, to which | wiatefer to the
kind reader. He will easily notice when this golti®to be used. Not only will he learn the dobes also see from
my comments in what cases | used them. It cannobbtadicted that gold can in general heal akrsésses, as all
the books of hermetic physicians testify. And wheyewill read the history of cases cured by the ipletgold of
Anthony of London will find astounding things inetim, observed and cured both by himself and othbhoshad the
potable gold brought to them from far-away coustrigf that a whole treatise has been written aimdqut in
Hamburg. Even so there are some who do not thinthrofiit, saying that this solution is not philobagal, etc. |
will not discuss this here, while no one knowsfgetsure by what means he dissolves the gold, dvbare are
several descriptions available, pretending to i@i@iche process. | believe, however, that he didnade his secret
public to the extent that the sparrows could waigtfrom the rooftops, for he would be a bad fengko did not
keep one stroke for himself. One thing is suris ito small science to know how to process goldemtly so as to
turn it into a medicine without a corrosive.



What to think of potable gold that is supposedédatiengthened with the blood of Venus (copper)Macs (iron),
is not difficult to decide. | consider it nonsenBegcause the sulphur of iron and copper is nosttghur of gold.
Therefore, no such effect can follow, and | wonithat some wealthy physicians also publish artialesut it, trying
to convince people that cow dung is grease. Althdugth come from the cow, they are therefore netstéme.
Dung may well be spread, but plants do not meletne

Basil also wrote something about it, and | haveinpossession the original of his writing. | bebetowever, that
his views are quite different from the literal maan That gold has first to be enriched or actidatg iron and
copper, is hard to believe, for it is evident thath have impure and leprous Bodies which canmaept
themselves from the least corruption. If their ldaeere so pure that the Sun's blood were therabgddo a higher
degree, it would follow that they themselves cdirst keep themselves from corruption and destamctindeed, it
is said: Medice, cura teipsum (Physician, healdH)s

If now it is true that each thing has its own seed] must have its own seed if it is to be an atwus Body, it
must necessarily follow that gold must have a spessied, copper and iron other special seeds. §ghcannot be
denied that the seed of metals is identical aagaheir remote potentiality is concerned, andithafined by
cooking. Nevertheless, digestion produces a ripieé dind seed different from the others, and thistasill never be
able to cook gold from copper, even if he were dainill Doomsday. Well, as this does not belorege) | will not
deal with it at the present but wait for anothepaunity. | am only relating it so that no one ghibbe misled into
thinking that gold can be increased in virtue by lgsser metals. The contrary can rather be prpmamely, that
the pure blood of gold is infected by the impurd &prous iron and copper. Then it is quite useiessedicine.
Therefore one has to be very careful about sucibp@gold and not to believe what anybody fandies he must
diligently read the writings of the Philosophersglaaflect upon them with special care, even if tasy only
understood according to the letter.

Chapter 4.

How to Prepare the Quintessence of Gold

Take some of the brown calx reverberated with aup® or 4 Lots. Mix it with the crystalline coagted dry water,
6 Lots. This water does not dissolve the metahéhndommon way but separates the good from thelbdestroys
the bad and the course, turning it into earthdodtsime, while increasing the good in its natlieis conjunction

done, very carefully close the glass with lutentket it in a gradation-fire in sand for 8 weelay dnd night, in
steady heat, but only so much that the calx doeseti and shows just a slight brown glow. In tsisady heat the
crystalline water will open the gold completelyring it into dust and ashes.

When now the gold has all turned into ashes, giaestronger fire for three weeks. Then take it open the glass

and pour it over these ashes the vinegar of Nathiesh the Philosophers call Nature's fire. Thesgiar will soon

revivify the ash, extract its Soul, beat the eartt feces down and leave them at the bottom aflttes. You can
do the same with silver and other metals. In thay wietals can be totally anatomized and decompasiedjing
them into their crystalline and essential form.

Whoever wants to follow Nature further, may addhis essence of gold the essence of antimony, whiphbe

quite sweet and transparent, nicely smelling asting, and also penetrating. This essence will dmotinged and

attract the tincture of the gold. Enclose the fatiea glass and set it in warm ashes. It will tunto a red transparent
glass or salt, quite stable and fixed in the fipgte transparent. It might well be called the atoa of gold. It is also
possible to add the essence of vitriol insteadhefdssence of antimony and coagulate further sasguid.

NOTE

| thought above that there is not one laboratorgkeobarely able to distill water who would not kma special

arcanum for processing potable gold or the quietass! Therefore more processes have arisen themahehours

in the year. They are all useless words and breadigs which spoil more than they help, and eamfitswto arrange
the hat after his head. Accordingly, | think leisart nothing of those processes. Yet there is sd sluguting about
them that it fills all corners of the world. Andwas almost everybody knows that medicine that@elint
medicine lies hidden in gold, everybody wants ttramt it. Indeed, it is to be considered a grefitafiGod if this
noble jewel is granted to a man. Those who striter #éis high secret are not to be blamed but Ehather be
praised, provided they do not associate with sdgHhilsereby cheating people out of their moneyraiming their
health. Our author had likewise taken great pamstad strenuously reflected on how he could olitamjewel we
can easily see by his various labors that he tnetifferent ways. Among others, he also indicatgd process on



how to prepare the quintessence of gold. As I tsémwever, this is not a quintessence but onlyarigome
calcination and extraction with the arcanum ofaadr vitriolized tartar.

With this salt he does nearly all his works, balewhat he has quite rightly proceeded accordinipé¢ views of
the Philosophers - which | cannot believe, bectiuserystalline dry water of the Philosophers dreldrcanum of
Nature are different from what the author thinkke Tatter decompose gold, so that it can nevendgabrought
into a Body (), unless it is done by projectiomit Bccording to the processes of our author, gatdagain be
reverted into a Body with little effort, and thigystalline water and out author's vinegar of Nattaenot do much
that it would completely discard its covers andhdtthere naked. In addition, one is said to decamjploe Body ( );
the other, to extract it, which is against all Bedphers. They always say that calcining, sublimgafiixing, etc., are
all one work, and that it is done in a closed vieand furnace. If this is true, as it is indeedniist follow that the
author never understood the views of the Philosaptmauch less prepared Nature's vinegar and maidtaple
gold thereby. This process can therefore not béirgessence of (), no matter how often he inshgiswe must
follow Nature.

This would nevertheless be a good teacher if testiewed the way of Nature, in which one shouldagely walk.
Nature does not lead us astray, provided we daligo¢ss from her. She gives us the natural bodidsspirits in
which the Art must work - prepare, purify and redldgm, to become that which the Art had intendehage of
them at the start. But at the same time she shewasuf pointing with a finger, where we shoultedt our eyes,
that is, to her work, as she operates in her wayixshnd not as the misleading alchymists requitbeir false
books, ever boasting of high matters. | am not lkipgeof the books of the Philosophers, howevehalgh they are
obscure and cannot be understood at the beginfiregefore Baccaser says in the Turba: Qui longanénit
libenterq; patientia fruitur in tramite justo hujadis meabit, etc. It is a good warning.

It is the same with the vinegar of Nature. Natuae &lready prepared it. We must not make it undgr a
circumstances but only take it out of her vinegar-t is vinegar against Nature, sweet, pleasaa#iing and
crysta-clear. Therefore it does not wet the harligucalled the most acid vinegar (acetum acerrijrioyrthe
Philosophers, which are strange words. This vinegarectly decomposes gold into its Principles,udtemeously
extracting its tincture. Our author's process ahle to do this, and it is nothing but a preparatibthe Body for
turning it into a liquid. It differs very little &m the other preparations, because for a quintessshthree
Principles must be well purified. Here, the tinetand the Sulphur are indeed purified, but wheedlzs other two,
Salt and Mercury? Mercury, which appears in thenfof a beautiful clear water, must likewise be IgtaLto the
highest degree of purity. The Salt also must béimalted into a transparency, like diamonds or reibighen a
guintessence can follow.

All this can be accomplished by the vinegar of Matione, without decanting or distilling. The coommman will
not believe this, because he calcines gold himdml§olves and extracts it himself, thus believimat he can
produce a quintessence. According to our authuostslctions, gold must first be turned into a fulating gold,
then mixed with the vitriolized tartar, then cenehfor fully 18 weeks. With the vitriolized mensatia the Sulphur
is first extracted. This is saying it in a few weydbut the work is so long that it becomes extrgredious. Even so,
there is something to it. This process is good ghda work after it, but you have to remember thdbes not
result in a quintessence, as our author believeswBoever wants to obtain a fine essence in a sinog, may
work as follows:

| took the calcined gold and poured on it the sespeit of vitriol. It dissolved the gold within2hours and
extracted an essence like a ruby, leaving a whitdyBike fixed silver. Thus | could obtain the whglreparation
and perfection within 8 days, because the reait ggivitriol has the power of attacking, decompagiand
liquefying gold without violence. No other menstnuigan easily do this, except that which | saw gbad friend's,
of which | also spoke above. Anyone in possessfanaould produce the quintessence of gold - latteverything
is revealed to us, nor would it always be gooddeal.

But how the secret spirit of vitriol, which so nligelissolves gold, is to be prepared will be repdbelow under its
title, to which | hereby wish to refer the kind dea. What is missing here will be disclosed there.

Here | wil teach you to prepare a secret spiritfiaking potable () which tastes as good as alSeriange. It
subdues gold, causing it to melt in any liquid,, yegainwater, and it tinges bloodred. | have alsvaonsidered this
my greatest secret, and am still considering ihsuwill communicate it here out of goodwill, boih condition that
I am rightly understood. Whoever does not undedstead better leave it, or else he might accusefm@asbeading
him. Yet | can say in good conscious that | aminginothing but the truth, and | here reveal whaave made with
my own hands. With this spirit gold becomes so b&dwand pleasant that it is amazing, and not ione hundred
will believe that there is so much power in thigispFor if filed gold is simply put in it and sigcted to a mild
digestion, it will lose its luster and change itite highest redness. The spirit, however, unités thie gold and
disappears - and Body and Spirit result in one sBedy. No menstruum can do this, except the Usideof the



world and the Philosophers, no matter what therktiooy workers write - it is not important. You niksiow,
however, that this spirit must not be made morerofhan once a year, for various reasons, andsthis sophistry
as some imagine. Although it can be made at ang, tindoes not have the power of decomposing galdhich |
myself have been surprised.

But so as not to keep you waiting any longer, ktioat in the soil near silver mines a special brearth is found
between the galleries. When the sun enters theaedtai®on Cancer and at full moon, which happerergyear
about mid-June, that earth turns beautifully ye|lawif it were covered with the finest gold. liedaot last for
more than three hours when it disappears agairtheengold vanishes in one moment, so to speak.drabd this
carefully at Freiberg in Meissen. You have to vfaitit attentively, otherwise you will not notice ¥You must not
only go by the calendar, but if you wish to collds gilt earth, you must yourself be familiar kvdistronomy, to
know at what time the full moon occurs in the skyhie mountains, so as not to miss this time, benight or
during the day, it is all the same.

Get as much of this earth as you like, put it iroak barrel to prevent the spirit from evaporatimgf fill the retort
with it, add a receiver, then distill the spirif.at will look wonderful. When it is all out, digtthe phlegma over.
By rectification you must get the volatile saltifndhe left-over. The latter must be turned intaszous substance
by means of its fixed salt. Without it, the workingpossible as one must open the other. When duous
substance is quite pure, distill it seven timesulgh a retort, and you will get a beautiful crylatal spirit with
which you can master the gold and get its essémtmenot believe that any writer has revealed ashras | have.
Pray to God for good luck! It is plain enough, libee a child could understand it. If you cannotngold spiritual
with this spirit and dissolve it into its three fuiples, you will not do it with any Aqua Regissalt of ammonia,
except with the dry water of the Philosophers alefone say what he likes.

| have learned as much in chymia as any man whgigat boaster and swashbuckler. And praise Gedo | also
know what the Art is capable of and how far itsragien extends. If God grants you this means fdaioing
potable gold, you must not search for other praedsr you will not need them. In a short timeg ahmost
without effort, you will be able to prepare a pagaevhich will quickly help the sick in their nee@. this you
cannot use more than 5 grains at one go, and yibwith pleasure learn its effects in a few hours.

True, | have only been looking for two years fdastimateria but have been unable to obtain it bechhave always
been impeded by the tyrannical troops. | must poagod to let me obtain and enjoy it next year. ilgreat lords
will remember how miserably they have been chewaidid potable gold, and how much they spent foAitd what
did they obtain? Nothing but words and leprous galk which they often used more to the detrimdnheir

health than for the maintenance of their liveshéir laboratory workers had known this one menstruthey would
not have led their pious Princes in vain by theendtsis right that this should happen to thosetlgeman. When they
are supposed to make an advance payment to thesicns for a good medicine, nothing is being dane money
is tied down with chains. But when such vagranteeowho carry their art only on their tongues, théitreasures
are open, nothing must be lacking, yes, they ewengreat honoraria and golden chains for the éhgat

A few years ago, | saw such a swashbuckler atdahet of a noble Lord. He only gave him a mere wedtified
spirit of vitriol instead of a true spirit of silvand brass, but praised it in advance to high é'eaSuch a sacred
thing it was, according to him, greater than Masyist at Loretto! He was given a fine gold chairaddition to a
portrait painting. | offered to make a good quantit this spirit for 10 Thalers, which would begzod and even
better than the former. But due to all the boasting offer was laughed at, because | had not twfdguch stories.
that is how it still goes, and the fat will alwafygat on top. An honest man would feel ashamee iiMere to make
such false claims as these shameless fellows do.

Likewise, | also saw a vagrant on Austria who et small travel apothecary along with him. Hekepeonders
of what arcana it contained, and convinced peaplasch of it that he made a great deal of moneyeie had
exhausted his supply, he had it filled again bgtmratory worker called Johann Spangenberg, payirgThalers
for it. When | arrived on the scene, he becamescgdared. Nevertheless, this had been for himighe awl to
catch birds, and he was indeed quite successfubrviie noticed, however, that his tricks were abmbecome
common knowledge, he moved away with his preyraftther thoroughly emptying the purses of somenBoand
Lords, whom he ripped off properly.

The same happened recently at a noble Court whateeatory worker had gone through more than 4D.00
Thalers. When the works and medicaments were exaingomeone said he would prepare the same meglicine
500 guilders. This caused the Prince to becomdaaap, and thereafter he did not spend any moneeyon
laboratory works. This is the reason why the pragséhy art of chymia reaps great contempt througtioel world
through such men. Now we will no longer stop asthoheats but consider and examine the authocsegsdurther.



The author also advises us to add the essence &uth to the essence of antimony and to coagtiate together.
That is correct, but one has to take care thagssence of antimony or vitriol be quite sweet aw Otherwise
there will be a failure. How to prepare them wil hown in their place.

In the grand-ducal laboratory at Innsbruck in Tiigy | saw that the tincture of the Sun was inceddsy the
tincture of antimony by 1 to 5 parts. After fourydan digestion, various colors could be seen,lamds very
surprised that during this time a flower appearethé center, like gold. It did not change, butsatiund it there was
something like a rainbow. Now the laboratory workenoved it from the fire and opened the glass. WMthe air
touched it, all the colors in the center disappeared only a muddy-red liquid was left. This causeedrybody to
be startled. We put it back and coagulated ittedapowder. After that, we took it out and put savhé on a red
hot silver plate. It was fixed and did not smoke.

Now the laboratory worker took 1 Lot. of silver xal Quentlein of this tincture, and mixed themettbger with a
pestle. The silver calx turned totally black. He pinto a phial, set that to digest, as it turrsgn blacker than
before and flowed together like a lump of pitch.lABpntinued my traveling farther from there, | uaot wait for
the final result, but | heard from the Directortioé Chemical Laboratory that he tried to refinegteer enough to
make stable gold of it. Whether he succeeded ingdsd and the gold stood the test, | cannot sague. All
experienced chymists believe that antimony contieseeds and flowers of all metals, which we maly
believe. As this oil had been fermented with tiettire of the Sun, one may well suppose that sdinmgettame out
of it. I wish | could have stayed long enough te #e result, but | took some of the tincture aeese along with
me in my travels, to test what it could do for dises.

After this, | visited some one belonging to thestarcracy, not far from Trient. He had a beautifdddratory, a good
laboratory worker, and he himself was a learned witimwhom | saw many wonderful things. At that érhmade
sweet oil of vitriol, which was as red as blood amgket as sugar. Something will also be said athatifurther on.
| prepared this oil of gold for him and let it cadate, which was done in a short time. It turned & stone,
transparent like glass. With it he cemented sibreze or three times, then melted it with a rattemg fire, and
everything flowed together into one mass. He distithat on a cupel and obtained a white Body whiglput in
separation water (Aqua Fortis). The laminae tutm@dvn-red and did not melt but decreased in weigfier they
had laid in it for some time, he removed them amdtend them. They registered half a point on thellee@nd no
separation water would attack them. Now he prepanedining water of the following ingredients gmat this
Body in it, thinly laminated. It refined from dag tlay until it was as beautiful as the best DucdtkgSome black
powder was left in the glass which afterwards, winetied, gave a white Body. The graduation (refihiwater
was made as follows:

Antimonii an Unc. j.

Vitrioli ad flavedinem calcinati Un. iiij.

Sulphuris vivi Unc. j.

Viridis aeris ij. Lot.

Salis gemma Unc. j.

Arsenici iij. Lot.

Mercurii sublimat. iiij. Lot.

to be very well mixed and pulverized, imbibed wiitle urine of young boys, distilled in a retort b degrees of
the fire, in a very large receiver, propter impgpirituum copiosissimorum destillentur, exibit adaetea, quam 1.
purga, vel injectione lunae, vel cohobatione.

He loyally informed me of this process, but | netréxd it. Therefore | will not say too much abautHowever, |
saw that the silver obtained the most beautifubibf the Sun, though it is not true that thisewxditxed the silver.
It was the preceding tincture that did it, the wately provided the color. If silver is fixed, ian be enormously
refined by this water. | have, however, forgottematthe gain was. | suppose that the work had @enh ldone
without any gain, as both ingredients, () & (¢ aonderful fixers, and a great virtue is hiddethiem. Thus,
probably no sickness can resist this medicament.

We must now return again to our potable gold ardkm@bout its virtues, especially about what Iedrby
experience and practice, and what is generallymotd in other authors. Above, at the beginninthif Note, |
mentioned that | had not prepared this essencedingao the author's process. | did it in my pi@eand have
noted what | have thus learned. However, so asondéviate from my method of reporting, | show acle of the
author's works what | have seen regarding it anat\Wwhave discovered about it in my practice, &sowvhat it is
used. As | have already above referred to sevasa histories which recommend potable gold, | lnglle only
relate two or three additional ones which wouldlifcult to find elsewhere, to show what wonderfuttues and
effects God has put in this subject.



In Gmunden, Austria, in the region of the Ennsadi la patient who belonged to the aristocracy. Heshah a
discharge in his eyes as | had never seen in myitibwelled his eyes to make them look like chitkggs, and
they were as red as blood. It is easy to guessrhogh pain they cause him, as he could rest nditheay nor by
night. After he had suffered for quite some timd &ad also consulted many physicians about itplienhe of his
great pain and begged me to help him for God's. daaepted him and wanted to see what | coultbdbim.
Seeing that his whole sickness consisted in swtioag, heavy discharge, | first ordered an enamaifm, to be
administered for several consecutive days.

Rx. Rad. Bzyoniae

Polypodij

Asari an. j. Lot.

Herb. Calaminthae

Betonicae

Malvae

Origani

Mercurialis an. m. j.

Cortc. Myrobalan. Ind. j. Lot.

to be cooked in a sufficient quantity of bullion,t&€cto vase ad casum partis tertiae, cola &

Rec. Colaturae Unc. j.

Electuarii Drasenae j. Lot.

Mellis roset. ij. Lot.

Salis gemmae j. Lot.

Olei olivar. iij. Lot., everything to be mixed fthe enema.

This enema removed much bad moisture from him.rAfftat, | used many topical remedies, but it wasdavail.
Although at first the discharge seemed to go aiwangvertheless returned each time. |, too, desgaif him and
did not want to try anything further. But because poor patient was in such pain, he begged nry ®verything,
even if it took his whole fortune, for he wouldhat die or be quite poor than suffer such paihehtprepared
potable gold for him after my own recipe and cleahisim six times a month with an extract of antigmand spirit
of vitriol. After that | gave him every morning 4aps of gold essence, and prescribed a propefatibim. Within
two months the symptoms disappeared, the tumoskadi though the redness continued for some tih@Vve it
away with the following water:

Rec. Aq. Euphrasiae

Rosarum an. ij. Lot.

Levistici j. Lot.

Aceti Antimonii j. Lot.

Sacharih crystallini v. Quentlein (?)

(could be: v. Quent.)

Croci j. Scrup. misce.

With this he had to wash his eyes several timesyaThe redness disappeared completely, and he fgesh and
healthy face again.

When | sailed from Limason, Cyprus, to Tripolisri@yand we had rather bad weather for several, dagipper
sail above the round top had one day to be quigkiyoved. A boatsman, who was a Moor, wanted tauickly
from the ladder inside the ship. He missed his,stad when he was only halfway down, fell on anhanc¢hat was
lying in the ship, ready to draw up a rope. He fadién on the ribs of his left side, which becanuie swollen. He
threw up much blood and was lying there whining likdog. We were now on high sea, and no apotheesy
near. | felt pity for the poor man, took my suppland gave him a dose of my potable gold, mixet witeet oil of
antimony. He continued throwing up the whole nigtt the pain subsided a little. The following dagave him
another dose, again another night. The throwindis@ppeared and so did the pain, though there wab m
swelling. God granted us the good fortune to aririvEripolis on the fourth day, when | gave himwagative
prepared from Mercury, which drove a mass of biaelter from him. The following day | gave him thergative
again, after which he became hale and healthylzamtked me profusely through an interpreter. | entared this
man again in Alexandria. He helped me in every iptessvay on the boat and praised my help with maoyds in
front of his co-workers.

At Crain, at the Coratian border between Cammeaitka mountain castle called Cruetzen, which beldrg the
Counts of Thurn, there was an inn in a village whewas lodging, waiting for an opportunity to tehto Glis-
Wertz in Dalmatia, which was a mighty fortress, &abusa. My landlady was in bed, she was sickokepvith
her; she spoke Wendish, | polish. These two langsiagderstand each other fairly well, just as Siavis quite



common in that country. | asked her what was th#enavith her. She showed me her stomach. It wasvaien as
| had never seen the like in my life. It was hasdstone but did not hurt her very much. Howevesg, stuld not
walk because of the huge swelling and weight. @liiek she had this trouble for over two years. Shedpent a
great deal of money on it, but nothing could hedp. hasked how much she would give me if | restdrer health.
She was very happy about my concern and wantedéonge all she owned. Her husband offered the same.

| began purging her with the Mercury all by itsethe preparation of this Mercury will be discussser on. At
first, it accomplished very little, eliminating mbssome yellow water. | gave it again the follogiday, also the
third day. Then it operated properly and eliminagednuch white, yellow and black slime from hett thavas
astonishing. Externally, | had her stomach rublbeee times a day with warm urine. Now the swelliegan to get
soft. As | saw her strength was low, | did not wemattack her further with purging. In the meamjran
opportunity to travel to Zeng arose. | thereforfe her some of the potable gold coagulated wittobantimony and
prescribed that she should take 4 grains in aff\talvasian wine every day.

The innkeeper had a fine mule which he presentedetd took it with me, rode with it over mountaizisd valleys,
and it agreed very well with me. When | returneigrafour weeks and wanted to continue with my ofiienned
journey, | found my landlady walking about in heom. Her stomach had decreased by a good yardsélinyas
surprised at it. | purged her twice more and gaarentore of the gold, left, and told the innkeepeget word to me
in Venice or Pedua how all this would end. He dichfter one month, telling me in a letter writtenWendish that
his wife had become quite hale and healthy. Hedatsal arranged for 20 Ducats to be paid to me bygicihant by
the name of Simon Cagnoli, which the latter algb tisold the mule in Treviso for 60 Sequins. Thabtained
some money, and the woman recovered her healtiis¢lirhad not believed at the beginning that it wassible to
cure such a sickness in so short a time. But peaidehanks be to God who has put such miraclBsiare and
commanded the physician to operate with them. @ history is quite remarkable, and among a #valis
patients there may well not be another like ithHre is, a student has now received good direcfivetreating it.
The physicians Paravim Minadous, Andrigassius, $pidelius, etc., to whom | also communicated this
medicament, were also quite surprised at it.

| will tell yet another case history and close blating what | did in Ischl, in the region of thars, for a boy, 14
years of age. He had fallen from a ladder and beaante as a result thereof. He was the only seveafthy
parents. For the parents this misfortune was a greas, as one may well imagine. They had seSatnburg,
Weiss, and Linz, wherever they knew of a physiciaoking for help. They had sent the boy to Baderihe warm
thermal baths, but it did not help. He remainedenag before, and nobody thought he could be cuvbdt was
surprising was that he did not feel any pain. Fyndlis father came to Gmunden, into the house wheras living.
At table he related how his son had arrived at sugheat misfortune and said that he would giveoagsand Ducats
to get help. | entered into a conversation with himd said that if he were ready to trust me, | wdn} something
with the boy. However, | did not want to promisenigertain help, as he had already tried so muehim He was
glad about it, and | drove with him to Ischl to exae his son and thereafter come to terms with him.

After examining the patient, | said that it woulel & lengthy treatment because the veins and musfciee tongue
were bad, but if he agreed to send his son withion@@munden, | would do my best to cure him. Theept liked
my proposal. | took the boy with me and began teatiment. The father gave me 40 Ducats for thegpadipn of
the medicine. | took 20 Ducats thereof and preppmdble gold without the addition of antimony.urged the boy
three times with antimony, and will later indicéitew to make this preparation. After that, | gava Bieveral
sudorifics, also prepared from antimony. They miaide perspire a great deal. Thirdly, | preparedlatgm for him
with which | had his head washed twice early inrtimrning before he had eaten. He was to be waskadtane
for almost a full half hour, to thoroughly moistére veins.

Rec. Rad. Pyrethri

Caryophyllat.

Asarillan j. Lot.

Bacc. Lauri

Juniperi an. iij. Lot.

Herb. Rosamarini

Betonicae

Spicae

Salviae

Majoran

Hederae

Musci Terrestris an. m. ij.

Chamaepyt. m.j.



Flor. Verbasci

Chamomill.

Meliloti an. m. iij.

Lumbricor. terrestr. in olbano exsiccator j. Lot.

Sulphuris vivi ij. Lot. incidantur, to be mixed andoked in a common liquid. This solution agreed/weell with
him. He could lift his tongue and did as if he wathto speak, but could not yet quite manage it.nvidsle | had
prepared potable gold and gave him every mornidgpps in cherry-brandy. When he had taken it fodags, he
recovered his speech, though he still stutterecesdrat. For this trouble | prescribed the followlmgsam:

Rec. Extracti Fellis caprilli j. Lot.

Olei succini

Angelicae

Caryophyll. an. j. Lot.

Camomill. Rom. ij. Lot.

Lavendul. j. Lot.

Nucis mosch. j. Lot, everything to be mixed.

| had rubbed him with it every morning and nightdde was freed from that miserable symptom thraegtl's
blessing - but | did not get the 1.000 Ducats. Es@n was so well compensated that | could bafgadi Owing to
this healing, | acquired a great reputation, whi@s important to me as gold. It is right, howetemeward good
work with gratitude.

Chapter 5
A Common Way of Making Potable Gold

Take some gold purified through antimony, 3 Lotsd0lve it in oil of salt, mixed with Mercury madé urine.
When the () is well dissolved into a golden odupthe oil of wine into it, and it will become red blood. Take 1
part of this blood and 10 parts of spirit of widéstill over the alembic till it is quite beautiflike a ruby, and you

have a potable gold which can be used internaltiyexternally.
NOTE
The author indicates various processes for makirtglye gold, and when they are examined by day,ali one
work, that is, a dissolution of gold. Only the miena are somewhat changed, for the rest it is odetlae same, as |
have already mentioned. You can take any menstygauniike, provided it does not harm (), so that ¢old is not
contaminated by it, thereby causing harm to mamodgdh the menstrua gold does not acquire any efiteres than
those it already has. Arousing those, howeverhabthey can come out of their potentiality intouadity, can only
be done by a suitable menstruum, which has beenstisd in various Notes. Whoever possesses a good
menstruum, let him dissolve gold in it, and he déiasugh processes, and must not look for anothem Evhere
were a thousand processes, nothing will finallyltethereby but a dissolution. Nevertheless, ormegss is better
than another. The present preparation is justtlikerecent one with the oil of wine, except that $pirit of urine is
added to the oil of salt. Aside from that, it issavperation and has one effect. But here he spéake Mercury of
urine, which is no other than the spirit of urinad he does not say anything about the method pféparation.
Although | have already referred to the spirit dha, | will nevertheless describe here the rigieparation of the
Mercury, so that laboratory workers are not hinddrg a lack of knowledge thereof and can find ie context the
whole perfect process. It is done as follows:
Collect a good amount of boys' urine, let it putrfefr some time, and distill the first and subfferis over like
brandy. Set the filtrate in digestion for 8 days distill again as before. Keep the spirit but libé left-overs of
both distillations quite dry in a kettle. Calcinén a potter's furnace, extract from it its fixealt with rain water,
knead it under potter's clay, and distill it likensmon spirit of salt. You will obtain a yellow, spaspirit, rather
heavy in weight. Rectify it to remove all phlegritaen pour on it by drops the first-prepared vodasibirit. It will
effervesce strongly, so that you will be surpriseéind so many opposites together in one subjfeethite
substance will precipitate. Let it settle, pour pidegma off from it, dry the rest, put it in a curbit and sublimate
it with a strong fire. A beautiful bright sublimatell rise into the alembic. Remove it and keem#,it is good for
many things. Take one part of it, add to it 3 paftspirit of salt, digest this together and distiiNow you will
have a wonderful menstruum for dissolving not aydyd but all the other metals and minerals.
Now dissolve the calcined gold with it, accordinghie author's instruction, and you will obtainesyfine and
right extraction. While feces will be left overtime retort, which turn into a white Body if theyeanelted with



borax, but it is quite untractable, brittle, anéddts. If it passes through the bath of Saturn, kewdts malleability
is restored and it turns into a true fixed silwghjch has also been referred to in the previougNdbw to process
it to revert it to what it had been has also begorted.

The Mercury spirit of urine is an excellent medecior all pulmonary diseases, because it cleahsss thoroughly
and rids them of the slime that is the cause déreidosis, asthma, and other severe sicknessase lfakes of it
only one drop in a liquid such as hyssop, melissaarbobenedict water, it also expels the calgiduswithout any
suffering. It dissolves it, as the calculus isys#dirtar. The spiritual tartar looks for it and neas it. Being a spirit, it
penetrates and liquifies it, forcing it to passeibger with it through the urether and bladder.dlddell many
examples of this, how | cured persons of high awdranks with it - but of that more will be saidiia place.
Everyone who has a house apothecary should keeady, for it is not only useful for the aforementd diseases
but for many others. Taken in camphorated spinvioie at the time of the Plague, it drives the poisut with
great force through perspiration and urine. Itstssall corruption, from which this disease actuatems, and all
medicines for this infection should really be tidgeith this spiritus, which should be carefully rembered. It is a
great pity that hardly any apothecary exists wiseich a wonderful medicine can be found, to which could
resort in case of need. | am afraid it will alsoam@reaching to deaf ears.

If the brain sinks down either through beatingailirig, people generally become insane. A wonderferiment
can now be made with this spirit. Of this mediajinee every morning half a scruple in water of bliaets, and
you will see with surprise how soon it will show #ffect.

When in winter the external members, hands and fiseize, put some spirit of urine over them wipange or
cloth. It extracts the frost in a few hours andverdgs the member from rotting or developing a tumor

Chapter 6
How the Purging () is to be prepared

Take 4 Lots of quicksilver, 1 Lot of fine gold, makn amalgam with them, such as goldsmiths do wienwish
to gild. Thereafter, enclose the amalgam in a glas# stand for 32 days in a gentle heat, sih gapor fire. After
that, 3 days in warm ashes. In this time the Bddye ( ) will have completely mixed with the qusikver. Now
pour the oil of vitriol over it, standing one fimgewidth over the materia. Set the glass in waanddill the

moisture has evaporated, then leave it in the saaetill it turns into a beautiful red precipitate
NOTE
In this process and title the author indicates Hwewvgold is to be prepared so that it may purgetandinto a fine
precipitate, which also takes place. But if | takgood look at the preparation, it is rather a Megr¢han a purging
gold. This must be achieved by the Mercury, as Migrcan also do this without the addition of gofdt is
precipitated with spirit of vitriol or other mearaf, which more will be said later on. It becomesrensudorific than
cathartic, as its effect shows. But when | lookhatcomposition, | find that there is 4 times acmMercury as
gold. Therefore it is wrong to call it "purging @bl This process is not at all new or of particutaportance, for
this preparation can be found in many authors,ldnadl previously seen it in many laboratories, tiftounder the
title of "purging Mercury". More can be read abthis and looked up in Penotus, Beuinus, Quercetanus
Harmannus, and other chymists, who prepare thisaimedn a shorter time.
The author believes that gold would turn altogetht&r a Mercury which could in turn again be redliggo gold.
But he is mistaken. Gold stays gold, even if it tbinough the leather with Mercury, as the goldesilso know.
If they wish to gild, they must put the gold on #ilver, and even if everything had been precipdand appeared
to have become fixed, it could be driven off incad fire, leaving the gold beautiful and shininghad therefore
not been altered, let alone turned into a mediciherefore students must be alert not to be misjesplendid
titles. In this composition one can also see tlo#d gtays as it is and does not impart the leasifbis substance to
the Mercury. Accordingly, gold does not cause saighirging.
But whoever wants to purge with gold, let him takdy aurum fulminans (gold that explodes over fiigh sharp
detonation - beaten into thin leaflets) which, hegre must be properly edulcorated, 10 or 12 graieswill find
that it also purges violently without Mercury, bmthout pain and danger. It will rid him of muchdmoisture,
especially if it is wrapped in a little black hddlere and taken in pill form. Then it purges excaghi well, and is
especially good for persons who cannot take mudticime. It is also a good remedy for persons whmoatake
much medicine. It is also a good remedy for finaetgemen who generally do not like to take many roieis and
would rather be purged without them, if it were gibke.



Thus, some time ago, | purged a noble Count witttoiaddition of any medicine, either externalnteinal. The
following day he had twelve stools. It was indediha piece of the Art, and many who read this witbbably have
a good laugh at it. But let them laugh or crysithe same to me, but even so it is the bittehtand | can perform
it again whenever and at what time you are askiaganit. Nor is it sorcery, as some will think,tbthappens in
quite a natural way. In addition, it is surpristhgt it enables people to have as many bowel montnas they
wish, and when they feel that they have been puegedigh, they can at once stop, so that thereti®aanuch of a
good thing. Even if a man were several miles awasnfme, it can still be done as if he were present.

This purging method also provides you with a go@y wf purging pregnant women in case of need tidsd
recently with two such persons. It harms the firuiho way, as it effects its operation without @rguble. That |
should reveal it to everybody, however, | will miat. | reveal anyhow so much as nobody has ever blefoee. For
how often it happens that a pregnant woman muptbged, and this is especially dangerous in tis¢ dind last
months. Often mother and child must die from ito3ér can be helped by this means, aided by Godh@nid no
paradox.

From a metallic body | can make a salt that is bRawand bright like a crystal, without any redtétion. It tastes
like a somewhat sour apple. If you put no more thanain of it on your tongue and let it melt, itrges in a
surprising way 12 or 15 times, without any discorf@hildren and pregnant women can also use iictnis
indeed a fine performance. It does not only atthekfluids, leaving the hard feces behind, as spungatives
sometimes do, but it removes all feculent mateltahay well be called a specific purging mediciaad can be
prepared in a few hours. But what kind of a metdibbdy it is, each may ponder upon, because ihbasame. It is
black, white and grey, and is heavy as gold. Floisxdne can easily see what it is. (ha,ha,ha,Ha,ha!

What is more, | can cure epilepsy with it and hdeae so for various persons, praise be to Godhgienly 1 or
grains in a specific liquid, such as Linden -, cheror swallow-water. Well, to treat further ofglrcannot be done
here and will probably be done at another place.

Poppius uses this purging gold for the cure offttench (syphilis), giving 2 or 3 grains in one lodteriac. True,
the impure syphilis-infected blood is mightily alesed by it, for it is not only purged through bowevements but
also causes profuse perspiration. It must be rerassdbhowever, that if it is to purge, it must hettoo fixed; if it
is to cause perspiration, it must be reverberatedstrong fire. Then it gets a diaphoretic viramnel drives out the
perspiration. All diaphoretics must be well fixendaseparated from their volatile spirits, becatigevblatile spirits,
move the abdomen and purge, as may be seen withcayt Many think that it is impossible to prep#ra such a
way that it only purges through the lower parts.odffer can control its volatile spirits, howevem easily achieve
it, and by many and various means, of which | ggleak further on in detail.

Likewise, it is also used for the Plague in lematew, juice or spirit, because it strongly fighte®y poison,
provided it is made quite fixed. If great impurigynoticed in a subject, it can also be used fogipg, but it must
be done immediately at the beginning, since, age@tenus rightly reminds us in his Alexicaco, Menasl strongly
fights this poison. Thus one has heard that thgueléad made no dent in localities close to quiedsimines. This
is the reason why quicksilver is put around pespieck as a temporary amulet against the Plague.

This prepared gold is also used to advantage soafsRed Dysentary when one generally becomeseaniar
suspicion of poison, as in the year 1624, when smcépidemic prevailed in Thuringia. If you admieis2,3 or 4
grains in quince juice, it does much good, no makeugh what channel it accomplishes its openatior Nature
knows well how to eliminate her excrements.

In jaundice, it does its share very well and casilgde administered by putting 5 grains into ladkenwater for
three consecutive days. It not only drives awawgiee but all other sicknesses that have speafiars, and there
is no better remedy.

In surgery, this gold is quite a healing mediciioe,it provides a good foundation in all corrupfeatts, cleanses
them and promotes their healing. A surgeon may regllon it, It eliminates everything impure witliquain and
corrosion, and does not let any accident becomafisérit heals all wounds in a short time, no mattbat they
are, because Mercury is a mighty incarnativum goettan all medicines, and barbers should usatiéau of the
common corrosive precipitate which is harmful aadses much pain. This one, however, operates \gitftieut
pain and does not cause any inflammation. Wherre e especially deep holes, it heals them quidklgarticular
if it is mixed with the other medicines.



Chapter 7

How to Prepare Diaphoretic Gold

Take some of the brown gold calx, calcined quitatlgdike sponge or cotton wool, as has been meeticseveral
times before. It has to be calcined in a steadyféir 13 or 18 weeks. This calx must be put in ialpglass and
frequently moistened with mercurial oil. When thare 2 Lots of the calx, pour 1 Quentlein of meiauil upon it
all at once, then mix these well together, clogegiass and set it in warm sand for 3 days. Whertdlix has again
become fixed and dry, open, open the glass andigagain 2 Quentlein of mercurial oil. The glasssibe closed
again and put for 1 or 6 days in the sand tikk iagain fixed and dry. This must be done a thirg¢tand continued
till 4 Lots of mercurial oil have been imbibed intee gold calx. Finally, it has to be given a strdine to turn it into

a stable red powder. When this work has been cdathlgou have the right Diaphoretic Gold.
NOTE
This preparation of diaphoretic gold is likewiserma preparation of Mercury than gold, as the wiolaposition
proves, because the oil of Mercury, which is othisevguite volatile, is tied with the gold and matigble in the
fire. It should be more correctly called "diaphardflercury" than "diaphoretic Gold", as twice tha@unt of gold
is added to the oil of Mercury. This compositioraisost literally repeated in the Treatise on Meyctirue, it is a
fine composition, but one has to take care to aldtae right mercurial oil, devoid of any corrosivatter, otherwise
nothing good will come of it. How to do this, wilke clearly reported below by the author and myséigre the
laboratory worker can look it up. Therefore, ins necessary to add it here and to describe the sark twice or
three times.
It is easy to prepare it, as these two coagulaiye®nly, one must not take too much liquid dr Hiit should
happen through carelessness, the fire has to bectlgrregulated to prevent the water or oil frdging and
evaporating, leaving the gold alone at the botfdhis can very easily happen if there is too mudhitspecause it
is volatile and has great power. Not only doessé guickly but it also breaks the glasses, asdeifijnave
experienced. A beginning laboratory worker must gearly for his experience, especially if he islishgpwith
wrong and obscure processes. Strange things odigpeln, and nothing comes out of them. This isehson why |
have taken on this author, explained him, andtifised him with special Notes and experiments, mgkireal
system out of it, so to speak, and so clear tiperaon with little intelligence, or one who onlywnbegins to learn,
can well work according to it. Whoever is not helglereby, cannot be helped. Nor do | believe dhgbne has
been acting so sincerely. True, many have publifeaditiful writings, but that they had been vedfltey
experience - that did not happen.
The author did indeed not invent this process buipiled it from the old Philosophers who said tih&t gold had to
be prepared through Mercury. This had a differeeéaning with them than the author now imagines. Some
however, got closer to this process. They wereitapfor a different liquid or mercurial oil and goimed it with
the gold. In that they were very successful andiobtl a much nobler medicament than the authdres atithor did
hear a bell ring but he did not know in what vikadpecause the term "Mercury" is an ambiguous wamd,among
a thousand there is hardly one who hits on the tigherstanding of it.
The right Mercury or its liquid absorbs the goldsich a way that it is so strongly conjoined witthat they can
never again be separated - which common Mercurg doedo. Even if it obtains great fixity, the t@o not
conjoin per minima. Saturn,
no matter how lame he is, knows how to separata.tiéhat he examines and finds to be stable willaiarstable
and need therefore not fear any enemy.
Of such a nature and capability is also the ligpfithe real Mercury. But where to find and obtaimhl cannot
report at this time, as | myself have not yet mat, kalthough | saw him for some time at anotherdyfs@nd's. But
to me he did not wish to come,, although | havestopped searching for him. Many Philosophers magerted
that he can surest be met in Egypt. Therefored hdi begrudge a journey to Egypt, visited theksalen ports
where the Nile flows into the sea, especially &y tbay that he lives near the water. That may m&elo, because
where the Nile does not flow, Egypt is desert, @ing infertile and uninhabited. Therefore | could ingquire in
such places but traveled from one port to anothas, referred from one to the next, from the uppetntbe
Canopico, to the Bolbitico, from there to the othéhe Sebbenitico, Pelusiario, Tenetico, Phaniaod finally to
the Mendosico. However, | achieved as little in poet as in another though | saw some horribleemamous
crocodiles. If Mercury had crept inside them - hessawhen you are looking for him, he has a wayidihg like the
polyp - | cannot say, but I can truthfully say thatet with great danger in Egypt, and yet, God®vkRlence did not
allow me to find Mercury. | will probably not do $di God takes pity on me and grants him to meda@ood
medicine, as | greatly harmed my body in my youithwaveling and laboratory works - and this biegof God



must be obtained by continual and devout prayetsatWhave so far said about Egypt has not beer dathout a
reason, as some would imagine, for the Mercurykha mind is a true son of the Nile, which takissarigin in the
mountains of Luna and flows through the whole offiigSapienti satis.

In the course of my travels, however, | came tovknaany kinds of fine earth and metallic stones,chtdre useful
to me in many ways. Nor will | withhold from therkl reader the good things that happened to meoédiin | did
not get to know the true Mercury, | did find a maiial liquid with which i can prepare a wonderfutpble gold. It
is indeed no mean arcanum, although | have scefairikas my greatest secret and have been retuctagveal it to
anybody. Even so, | will not withhold it any londaut communicate it to my fellowman and serve Hiereéby. It
must be prepared with great care, however, asiihiéis so volatile that it vanishes from a gléisat is not tightly
closed, even if set only in the air, without thatef the sun and the fire, at which | have ofteerbsurprised. As
mentioned earlier, this liquid is so acceptablgdtd that they quickly conjoin and want to stayetiger. How you
can obtain it is done as follows:

In the gold mines there is a yellow or red earthvéisome of it brought to you. Now take some of, thawder it,
pour distilled rainwater over it, boil it for one three hours, and when there is no more watersadd more. Then
suck it down slowly, filter it through paper, diktialf of it off, and put it in a cool place. Afte few days, mighty
beautiful crystals will sprout. Remove and dry théihey taste like sour wine, almost like creamaofar mixed
with a little bitterness. If they are left for afalays in a closed glass, in gentle heat, theydarmed as blood. Now
take a good amount of the aforesaid mineral oheartimble it and dry it without fire. mix the ctgs with it, one
part of crystals to two parts of the earth. Pug thixture in a retort, place a rather big receiuadront, and distill by
degrees. You will obtain a beautiful white mercusiairit. Enclose that in a phial and let it digést 14 days in a
vapor bath. Then separate the phlegma from itifygtbnce or four times in a glass retort sesand, and you will
obtain a beautiful secret mercurial spirit, of whiu will not have seen much. It has a very nicte.

Now take one part of the gold calx, prepared asvEhtaught in my Note above. Add as much of thecorél spirit,
congeal them together well closed, and when ther@@ more yellow drops, add the same amount af syid
coagulate again. It will again become fixed in arstime, and the gold will open and become quétk Pour more
spirit over it and process till the gold turns laed and is fireproof. You will have a mediciriee tike of which
you will hardly find. It can be used for all diseasand all men. You must not try to find out howperates, for it
works according to the disease, and its effecery fast. It very quickly drives the perspiratidihie sickness is
supposed to be cured thereby, yet without any sulese tiredness, as may be seen sufficiently flwarfew
examples and experiments cited, from which theieafdn of the medicine can be learned, also wiegse
required. If Nature will not have it otherwise thidmat a purging should be used, it must not betethit prepared
this medicine only once, because | can only rambhain the required earth, especially in view & plnesent menace
of war.

It happened in 1624, when the Red Dysentary waagamid the young, and | first tried it on my cdtidttle 4-
year-old daughter. She had also succumbed toriingd epidemic, and so much so that | doubted follifee She
had a strong fever, her pulse was rapid, hardst&modg, she had a very great thirst, her tonguealddack, and
her excrements were black and green. Day and sightould neither rest nor sleep due to the craiel pMoreover,
she could neither eat nor take medicines but vaha@tesrything, even if it was ever so little. Alege signs pointed
to death. There was little hope, as the symptomfdamot have been worse. Although she was notitacki any
good remedies, nothing would help her in the least.

Just then, | had this work in the fire, and althwitchad not yet been quite brought to its pertecti opened the
glass and took some of it out. | wanted to try whaould do in this desperate sickness. | gavditiby daughter 3
drops of it in a little bullion. She kept it downdafterwards lay quietly for two hours. | believedas an omen of
death and that all her strength had gone. Butsefaé to God, things turned out quite differeriliger two hours,
she again had a bowel movement, but not with saghgs before, at which | was very happy. As |cettithat
much putrid matter was present due to the intdumabrs, | considered it necessary to expel it bitla enema,
which was applied and relieved her. It was madelésws:

Rec. Rad. Polypodi

Liquiritiae

Sem. Carthami cortus. an. j. Lot.

Herb. Origani

Calamint

Abrotani

Absinthii

Centaur. min.

Flor. Hypericon an. m.j.



Cort. granat. ij. Lot.

Furf. tirtic.

Hordei mundi an. m.j. coquantur in lacte caprilisg clauso, cola & colaturae j. Unc.

Hierae colocynth. ij. Lot.

Mellis rosati j. Lot.

Salis comm. j. Lot., mixed, and this was the enema.

After this enema, the colic diminished somewhaer€apon | gave her another dose of this gold, amadild see
with my own eyes that the child got new strengthtcsspeak, and improved. After 10 hours, | agaivegher a
dose, and a fourth after another 6 hours. With &belp and this sole remedy my child recovered detaly. Later,
| cured more than thirty patients with this one eglyy and most of them are stll alive at this time.

The following year, in 1625, a surveyor of the watarks in the saltworks of Sultza in Thurigia, advaorking
man, had so much pain in his left side that hectaol relax day or night. He went for advice to Néawirg, but
things turned out very bad for him. A severe fefeiowed which lasted over four hours every dayosafter that,
his thigh began to swell, and finally his whole aben. He sent for me, asking me to help him. | dawit was
dropsy at its highest stage. | purged him threesimith Mercury, as will be described below. Angnous amount
of water went from him, but he was so exceedinggdtthat | did not wish to attack him further wjghirging. All at
once the water was eliminated too frequently, remgpwith it much spirit and strength. As he couttt take any
food, | had to think of a tonic. | therefore gavmtevery day 3 drops of potable gold in plain wafdter that, he
found new strength, as he reported to me, andjfeti¢ light all over. The swelling, however, contia, and his
abdomen and legs were quite soft. When | saw ilsadtfength was increasing, | gave him everyweekaifrthe
pills, each time one scruple.

Rec. Extr. Hellebori nig.

Rhabarba

Mag. Gummi de Peru j. Lot.

Turpeti mineral. j. Lot.

Tinct. Corall. rub. ij. Lot, these mixed, and wih of cinnamon made up the mass of the pills. thveyked
exceedingly well, without any discomfort, and expelthe water in a moderate fashion. In the meantirgave
him every morning 3 grains of potable gold. The ling subsided, and after 9 weeks he was compldtedyof it,
so that not the least could be noticed about itvéi@r, as he did not keep to a proper diet in gatimd drinking -
for he drank far too much - the same sicknessmetuin 1628 and he died of it, unable to obtainstae remedies
as before. | believe that if he had them, espgralthe beginning, he could have been cured omre.rihis is a
great experiment, and a physician may certainky ealit. | know for sure that he will earn praiselehonor by it
and be able to do away with the common saying:

Hydrops, Quartana Medicorum scandala plana.

One requires the right means at the right time,wailicsee that Nature is not so powerless thatcstrenot cure
dropsy. She has enough remedies, if only we weremtazy, and were searching for them among hgests, and
were preparing them. Everything depends on thesehings provided God's blessing is added, for evitht we
cannot accomplish anything.

That same year, there was a school teacher nfsbfarSultza, called Reinsdorff. he was in bed wit$t this
sickness. His thighs had sprung open, and muchrwateout of them. Nevertheless, his abdomen sttyekl, and
at the same time his genitals had ruptured, sontiieh water went from him. He, too, sent for méjrags me for
advice, as he had heard that the surveyor in Shlidebeen cured of precisely this sickness. Ahémot pay for
the required medicines at the apothecary, | gavesoime of my own, even if they were ten times betfer God's
sake. When | saw that he had become rather wesaitlhim 4 doses of this potable gold. He hadke iiain
cinnamon water on four consecutive days. After,thgave him the afore-mentioned pills, each tira# & scruple.
They acted as a very mild laxative and eliminateatimwater from him. The swelling disappeared cotepjel
continued four times a week with the potable gattj did this for two months. His thighs were stiimewhat thick
and open. | therefore prescribed the following li@h, in which he had to wash twice a day, as sidieacould
stand it.

Rec. Herb. Ebuli m. iij.

Cort. Sambuci m.j.

Fol. Artemis.

Pentaphill.

Anelhi

Flor Hypericon.

Rosar. rub. an. m.j.



Sulph. vivi

Aluminis rochae an j. Lot.

Muriae naturalis, enough to boil these herbs iftiey had to boil for several hours, then be powfédnd let cool.
After this, he had to have iron slag made redhdtoured over by this water till it was only justlsot that he
could stand it. In it he had to bathe his thighseyrbecame small and lithe and began to heal. Wadrad used this
footbath several times, | also gave him some iibtogut on his ulcers. Everything healed in arshhile, and he
was completely restored.

For the quartan fever it is a good remedy. In Hraes year, | cured three patients of it, a man andraan of the
aristocracy, and a young girl, all three in Thuaigihe nobleman had this fever for 19 weeks, asdeeit began to
swell. What he was using for it was of no avail fitdt, | did not want to take him on, seeing thatwas already
swelling up and that he was losing his appetite Jéhger the more. Nevertheless | agreed to trnarhpecause of
his insisting. | had the following pills prepareat him and gave them to him four times at a gohwite day's rest
in between. Before purging him, | gave him the aura or tincture of tartar, and it will be descrideelow under its
title.

When he had used it for 7 consecutive days, onkel cmiice a change in the urine. Before, it wasoyel murky
and thick, now it was altogether black. | thoudt#ttnow was the right time to resort to the melahchumor or
tartar, and began with it. The first day, | gaveldi scruple, although that did not do much. Thiofadhg day, |
gave him one and a half scruples, the third andfiaday, 2 scruples each time. They achieved & gesd and
eliminated so many black feces that one could wohde so many could have been held in the abdoiites.
arcanum of tartar had softened them, so that tleeqoiuld expel them. The pills were made as folow

Rec. Extr. Helleborinig.

Gumm. Ammoniaci

Cort. fraxini an. j. Lot.

Aloes |. Lot.

Antimonii com Spir. Vitriol. praecip. j. Lot.

Tartari Vitriolyti j. Lot.

Salis Filichis

Absinthii an. j. Lot.

Tinc. Croci orientalis j. Lot.

Martis j. Lot. cum oleo Rosismarini, was the mafthe pills made.

After this treatment, the fever would not subsidéthe paroxysm was not as strong as before. Thieréaave
him 6 times some of this potable gold, each tingea3ns in an extract of root of fern. The fevet kid did not
return, and the patient had completely recovereith Ye other persons, however, where the fevemuaget
become so severe, | used nothing but potable galdains at one go, in an extract of fern, on tensecutive days.
they were completely cured.

| will relate yet another case history, when | utieéd potable gold in a case of consumption. A agldung lady
had not had her menses for a rather long timeddiitian, she had lost much weight and had a feske. continued
losing weight from day to day but even so did nahtto take any medicine, except what old womerked@nd
gave her. When then her end threatened to comé. dfeBhew's Day, she tried more than ever. Sheahad
physician fetched from Weimar. When he came, readly had enough with one look at her, did not pifesc
anything, and left again. Her brother, who was edgiviend of mine just as the previous patient wHdmad cured
of the quartan fever, looked me up and told meenfdondition and how the physician had left hedéspair. He
begged me to look after her. | gave the same @pihhe Weimar physician, namely, that they hadedaibo long.
They, however, implored me to take the troubleahg with them to their home, as it was no farteay than one
and a half miles.

When | arrived, she was lying there withered likekaleton. | could not comfort her very much bud $hat | would
try something with her. She was to call on Godafdrealing. | gave her every day 2 grains of thisiple gold in
rose-sugar, because | could not undertake anytigggowing to her great exhaustion. ("rose-sugagldo known
as "conserve of roses"). | left again the third,degving her a whole Quentlein of this arcanuprescribed her to
use it every day, and within 14 days she was trinfme of her condition. In my heart, however,d dot think
that she could be cured. What happened?

After 14 days, she wrote me a letter in her owndiaiting, informing me that she was feeling betiad that her
stomach demanded food. She wanted to know whatdfiaddiet she should follow. | wrote her what weguired
and ordered her to take the medicine | had presdrivery day. Four weeks had not passed when shgp gmd
learned to walk, which she had been unable to flarééor 10 weeks. Of that she also informed md, stre
continued in that way. | sent her more of the miedicas much as | had. Shortly thereafter she tegdo me that



her menses had appeared again, though quite pelaidd that she should be glad about this, effrey did not
have the color they were supposed to have, aslit ewt yet be otherwise. She was to continuerétnent. After
three months, she was quite hale and healthy, bigfivhad increased, and she recovered her natlmal Later
she married, and is still alive today.

| consider this cure a miracle, for whoever woulddr seen her would have sworn that she could eahsethird
day. Nevertheless, God has blessed this medicaemat)ing her to recover her full health, whichddde
remembered.

These are my experiments with potable gold. | mavethers to write about, but the conclusion iye¢agraw: If it
has performed thus in the main diseases, what ¢onét do in the lesser ones? And as it is a phweiaphoretic,
there is no doubt that it would very well do itashfor the Plague and epidemical diseases. | tio@ed that it
will also be a success for all those who use i, @aalthy people should try to obtain this noblaiti@e. | have
been unable to get this mineral earth again. Naitittcould not be found again, but that it coutd be extracted
and brought to me due to the war. Neverthelesspétthat | can shortly obtain it again and with Gdetlp again
prepare this noble medicine, thus serving my feflam and my family in case of need. | do not dobét it could
be used for many other things, but because | havtiad it, | will keep silent about it. Each may it himself,
then he can best judge and see what he can achithvehe virtues | have described above.

Chapter 8

How To Prepare A Mercurium Vivum From Gold And Other Metals

Take 4 Lots of Hungarian gold, dissolve it in galt distill the salt off, and brown calx is left the bottom. Put that
into a flat glass, close it tightly and give it@nstant fire, but so that the calx does not methénglass. Let it stand
for 8 or 12 weeks, and the calx will be so muclerberated that it becomes quite malleable, like. dNsw dissolve
it in oil made of antimony and Mercury, let it sthim the heat till the oil disappears altogethet dries up. Then
begin to sublimate with a strong fire, and the gailll sublimate above on the glass like a goldegriRemove it
carefully. It can be manipulated with the fingeke lan amalgam or quicksilver, except that it doatsrun like the
common quicksilver.
ANOTHER WAY
Take subtle gold calx, calcine it with the elementdercury of the Sun or Moon. After the calcinatjadd as
much Live Mercury to it and put it into a subliméton. Let it stand in gentle heat for 8 days tiliirns into a
sublimat. Now begin sublimating. Enclose this sullie in a glass and set it to digest for some tmaevapor fire,
and all the sublimate will change into a mercuBatly. If now sulphur is added to this quicksilvégold in the
right proportion or weight, and Mercury is thus aeed with the Philosophical Fire, you have an Bswemedicine
for healing lepra, for it cleanses the corrupt imgplblood, expels the dirt of the whole body thropgispiration,
and rejuvenates it somewhat.
NOTE
Almost the whole world is singing of the Mercurytbe Sun and other metals, and there is no labgratorker
who does not speak of this Mercury. | have alsomesty learned men who thought that the Mercurhef3un
was like the bride around whom there is so mucltidgn but what they got was little, just like théters of
Penelope. It is the same with this Mercury. | wdikd to see a man and speak with one who doebax@ this
Mercury on his brain. But Mercury laughs at therd aauses them enormous confusion. If there is obgst
under the sun that causes much work for the alcttgmit is this, and many believe that if only tleeyld prepare
the Mercury of the Sun, they would be on the righy, and that no better way could be found in thele world.
This is so because the Philosophers unanimousiyatelthat the first beginning of the Work must ahduld be a
work based on the rays of the Sun, as Sendivogiys Jhis saying has made a fool of so many anduialgnated
their brain to such an extent that for the sakilefcury their work came to nothing and went uphie &ir. Even so,
whenever | entered a laboratory, | saw that thereveisy preparing the Mercury of the Sun. Much mydrees been
squandered on it and strange processes have hesndd, that one must rightly wonder that humaeimasity has
accomplished to fathom that secret. And | say fignikHermes and Geber were to raise from the déel would
be horrified and could never do such works. Antalgh Geber experienced many beautiful thingsstilidition
and wrote tremendous processes himself, they dhéngan comparison with the present works, fortea@ants to
be above the other. Each tries to show his woekhetter light, and each praises his work abovieahethers. If
they are seen in daylight, however, they all shosvdame result. That is, one remains a fool likstaar, and one
accomplishes as little as another. Under the latpdfor Rudolf I, | know that more than 10.000 Digcaere spent



on this Mercury, and not one Ducat's worth of ulsefss resulted from it, except that syphilis, whigds at that
time quite common in Prague, could be cured faBtet this cure costs a lot of money, and syphdiadt worth so
much, it can be cured at less expense.

| have seen how a laboratory worker had a largatifyan a glass and wanted to congeal it. | lawbhethis work
and asked what it was that he wanted to congeateShe gold had been fixed before, he would hthei desired
fixation were to follow immediately, obtain mor¢ than there was before. But he could not getitishis
mercurial brain and thought that there would betitmes more than there was before. But the tabtee wurned and
the glass received a shock. Now the prisoner blmd®e and fled in silence. He looked around toheme he could
safely get away. Seeing no way or hole exceptithenfall, he fled through there, and the good mame to naught.
How Mercury must have laughed at this foolish yooman when he escaped so easily from prison.

In brief, say what you like, Mercury remains akster, goes hither and thither, tries his luck Hmican deceive the
gods and men. Besides, he also has a thievingenatairying away the veil of Venus and Vulcan'srimeent. And
again, | am surprised that so much time is spenhempreparation of this Mercury and the variouscpsses that
have been invented to this end.

Our author has also described two for us, but bagot worth anything and are stupid enough fabaratory
worker such as the afore-mentioned one. For itidemt that gold accounts for the least part cdiiti how then can
it be called a Mercury of the Sun? Most of it idgar mercury and a little antimony, and if it isye®how properly
treated, the common mercury can be driven ofbithat it must leave the gold behind. And suppbstied with it
and mixed with it like one water with another, whabd would it be? Because it would be a contarathat
composition, and as little could be accomplishetth wias with common mercury, except that in thapnit
precipitates somewhat faster. Aside from thatninocd see anything else in it.

Many artists believe, as our author also does,ithia¢y had the Mercury of the Sun and conjoirtedith its own
sulphur, they would have the greatest medicin@énvtorld. Let him believe that who wants, | for pgrson cannot
believe it. Experience has often proven that it thian the Mercury of the Sun does not except\ts dincture or
sulphur. If things went as the author wants, ampesing that it accepted them immediately, theraldvo
nevertheless be a separation in the right exaroimati

(Translator's note: Agricola speaks about the Mgrofithe Sun (gold), yet the sign in the margifers to ()
(silver). Likewise in Para 2 above. The sign shdadd ) (gold).

| have seen that Herr Hasselmeyer had almost aewmlind of Mercury of the Sun. He also added ishsu -
which was blood red - but it did not except thatture, although he had kept it long enough irfitlee Bernard
Penotus also testifies that he did not succeediimydt. There are reasons why it does not exdepstlphur. When
the Body () is changed into a running Mercuryréhie no separation of the sulphur and the salteberything is
simultaneously transformed into a Mercury. Consatjygit already contains all that it needs andrearabsorb
more. That is also the reason why it rejects amjtadal sulphur, and the substance () is totaiiypsformed
without a separation. Of what use is it them to addiperfluous amount of it? Nature does not absane than is
her due. The rest is all time, effort and expeonsabthing.

Although there is something to it that the Merc(jyis better than the common one, if it is proeest® perfection, |
do not doubt that common Mercury can also be psazkso that degree by careful preparation, exespa/ready
indicated above, one is sooner coagulated and stali in the fire than the other. It must, howewnet be
infected with the common Mercury, which is onlyastard, but must be pure and perfect, otherwisenivt worth
much. Whoever would like to prepare it, let himdat this process, for both of the author's procgsse not worth
a hood.

Take sublimated Mercury, sublimated with vitriodesalt. Make it come alive again as is customafterAhat,

take sal ammoniacum, as much as there is Mercodysablimate it again. When this is done, remo¥ein the
head of the alembic. Discard the feces, and subdimgain. Repeat this sublimating till everythitays at the
bottom and melts like wax or butter. Then it is eglo. Now take it out and put it in a glass dishyrpaver it
ammoniated water of the Sun (whose preparationbsiiindicated below), to moisten it well. Set itwarm sand
and coagulate it. Then add again some water argltaia. This must be repeated till it can no lorfgeecoagulated
but stays fluid like oil. Put it in a cold placendait will turn into a beautiful bright water. Thigater is also used for
other things, and in chymistry much can be doné wjtespecially as a means for refining silver.

Now take as much of this water as you like, putrytbinly laminated gold or silver in it, let it dégt 24 hours, and
the gold will melt and become like a sponge. Oigtié water off, a dirty mass will be left at thettom. Pour warm
rainwater on it and mix it well with your fingerShe whole Body will turn into a beautiful runningevtury.

By this process the Mercury of any Body can be n@ade and uncontaminated. It can be used at tlet'sart
pleasure, but to make the Lapis with it will noppan this year.



Although there are more means and ways for pregahni& Mercury of the Sun, they cannot all be recemied.
Most of them are quite wrong, and among ten hawdly works. Therefore | will add yet another metbgdvhich it
is easier to obtain it in less time. Here it iskd@@d Lots of gold, dissolve it in Aqua Regis, aassially done. When
everything is dissolved, distill the water off tireess, pour fresh Aqua Regis over it, let it digg4 hours, and
again distill it to oiliness. You must repeat thigrk seven times. Now give it a rather strong faed the gold will
rise and sublimate. Remove this sublimate careanly dissolve it in spirit of wine, strengtheneddilyof salt. It
will melt. Distill half of the water off and setélrest in a cool cellar. Beautiful crystals wilbsp. Remove them,
add to them 2 Lots of salt of urine, salt of alkadilt of tartar, sublimate of ammonia, each orteahalf Lots, let
them putrefy together for 14 days. Now add halbarl of crude tartar and sublimate or drive it tigjo a retort
into a receiver in which there is cold water. Yoill see the Mercury of the Sun rise over quite brilike common
Mercury. It comes alive in the cold water. Remavanid purge it in the same manner as will be indtaegarding
common Mercury. You have again a true live Merauithout the addition of common live Mercury.

Although our author thinks that many consider thathis transmutation the metal is brought intgoitisna materia,
he himself cannot believe it but says that it isydmought into its second materia. One is as &z¢he other, for
this Mercury is neither prime nor second materitaeWthe Philosophers refer to the second matéeg, t
understand quite another materia, as Sendivogiitesnn detail about it in his 12th Treatise ansl Book on
Mercury. If this were the second materia of Mercting Philosophical Materia could come out of itt hot by
precipitation as the majority believe. They maycjpitate as much as they like, they cannot daittlfis precipitate
cannot only be revived and made volatile and ewatpdrlike common Mercury - which | have already timred
several times - but it cannot be turned into Phiidscal Materia, which materia is universal and sycific, and it
is the Soul of the whole world. Therefore all lalgth the Mercury of the Body is lost, may they sayat they like.
Libavius believes that by adding common Mercurthie Mercury an excellent piece of art has beeteael, but it
exists only in his imagination, not in the work. &imas to laugh reading this fantastic trash of\iillg when he
adds: Arrige aures Pamphile, and he considerathenormous secret, when it is actually only mangefstic trash,
good for nothing. But | will not be against it abelieve that it is better for medicines than comrivi@rcury. But
this Mercury costs much money and is an expensiegicine. A much better medicine can be made by mggtkie
gold potable. as | have taught you, than by fissting it into running Mercury.

Everything that has here been said about the Mg@iuthe Sun likewise applies to the Mercury of Meon. |
consider them at the same level, for both are peBedies which cannot be brought into their primateria
without the addition of the true Philosophical M&#eeven if 12 fodders of processing were presctith could
certainly indicate over 300 processes for one eé¢hmatters, which cost me a great deal, thoughalavork could
be found in them, except that | learned a fine krfac regulating the fire and boiling some watery@ung student
must not be led astray and must not believe angtthinse sophist fellows say. It is only words, #mely cannot
stand up to Vulcan (fire), but they and othersany being made fun of.

Chapter 9

How to Prepare Vitriol from Gold

Take 6 Lots of fine gold which has passed througimany or has been purified by it. Beat it intintplates, coat
it with the artificial Mercury, called Aqua Regiy the Philosophers, and give it a gentle heat. glates will begin
to give off a crocus and color. Put that in a clgkass, then coat the gold plate again and caittiika vitriol or
color appears once more. Continue doing thisltithe gold has become one color. This vitriolikelthe crocus of
Mars (iron). Put everything together and pour ARemis over it. When it is dissolved enough, cleangdth
Nature's water., then distill the phlegma off tdf klze amount, and a beautiful vitriol will sprowuthich attaches to

the glass like sugar. That is the vitriol from gold
ANOTHER METHOD
Others, however, take the golden plates, beat théta thin and fill the alembic with them so thahen the spirits
rise into the alembic out of the artificial AQuad®e those same fiery spirits permeate the wholé, gxtracting a
subtle crocus which adheres to the plates like tifehsaffron. They remove it and pour over it Riise Water, let
it extract for 8 days, then decant, filter throymtper, and coagulate it to a salt of vitriol.
NOTE
Here the author indicates two processes for magohg vitriol, but in their effect one is like thehr. Only a
menstruum, or solvent, is used, and a method okingiis prescribed. It is nothing but a dissolutafrgold with
the corrosive Aqua Regis, which he calls "artifidiercury". If you have a good Aqua Regis, it egtsaa crocus in



the digestion, but that is much better done bysfligt of Mercury. It is hothing but a dissolutitimat occurs when
Aqua Regis is poured on the calcined gold. It iswithout merit and gives you a crocus, but it isaim slower and
afterwards leaves you with little spirit, becaus#his vitriol is given strong fire in the digeeti, it melts back again
into a Body. It results in a yellow spirit thatrist really sour though somewhat bitter. The sathervitriol of the
Sun can be made in another way which goes fastealap dissolves the Body better.

Distill the spirit through the alembic, rectifytliree times. Then take the salt from the Death&diHadd it to the
first spirit and distill till the fixed salt alsoogs over the alembic. When this spirit is readwpt Itiee gold into plates,
hang it in a glass above the spirit, and it wiliragt the crocus in the digestion. Then dissoleedtocus in distilled
rainwater, filter it, and distill it by half. Nowolely brown, sometimes also red crystals will shoa cool cellar.
They can be dissolved again, but it will not amawontnuch. It is indeed no radical dissolution, besiled salt or
vitriol. It is nothing but a corrosion of the Body, weaken it so much that it can be made potaliteen all these
works are rightly considered, one is like anotl@d one has the same effect as the other.

| have already several times reminded the readeyitNotes that if one has a right dissolution & ¢old - of those
| have mentioned | consider only two as the prilecgmes - it is sufficient, and there is no needitory greatly
about the others. Care has only to be taken tosehtiat which is not too corrosive, so that onesdud administer
poison instead of a teriac. You may call it by aayne you wish, it is finally nevertheless leproakcThus the
author's vitriol is nothing else: For it is onlyrooded by Aqua Regis, and nothing concerning thtecAn be learned
from it, although the Aqua Regis is called a Meyc@and rainwater Paradise Water. Words do not ingtbe
work, and one should take the least possible nofiegords but look solely to the operation and imatvit will and
should result.

If the gold is calcined first, however, as hasadiebeen taught above, it can be imbibed with tspiririne and
thus be dissolved completely. It will leave itsdeat the bottom. What is dissolved is decantedi tla menstruum
is distilled off quite dry. Now pour on some mogpgrg of urine, proceeding as has been said befond,this must
be repeated three or four times. Then pour didtil&énwater, or better, distilled May Dew overTihe gold will
dissolve very well and will thereafter give off itgystals and salt.

May Dew is prepared as follows: Collect a rathegdaquantity of it, put it in a big glass, seal tass and set it for
6 weeks in the sun or in warm horse manure. Thewléeoagulate, so to speak, but at first it becemeaite thin.
The phlegma must be separated, and finally itstgjsiven over with a strong fire. In this way oobtains a fine
menstruum, useful for many things, especially i§ istrengthened by its crystalline salt and camgdito it. Now
someone might ask for what purpose this vitriolhaf Sun is made and prepared. The author doesergian it
with one word, but it is easy to see why: to turimtio potable gold, serviceable for many diseasesse of need. It
is not necessary to write here much about howilri®l is to be elaborated further, for this haeeh dealt with ad
nauseam in almost all headings and chapters.

| have seen in a noble house that a spirit wadlegsfrom it, which was a wonderful cardiac tonitwas quite
different from the common spirit of vitriol. With & tincture was extracted from calcined silveryerioeautiful than
the finest gold could ever be. It was a wonderfahaum for epilepsy. Whether it could also be uselchymia, |
cannot truthfully say. | heard it being discusdsulyever, that if the yellow sulphur of silver wex@njoined with
gold, it would turn into a strange combination, pogedly a real augmentation of the Sun. | havdrieat it. | am
not against it, as it may very well be so, but ilbiothat it can be produced in large quantity,ilzgisdoes not
contain much of this yellow sulphur.

So far we have dealt with many dissolutions andications of (), explained and amplified the authprocesses
by our experience, also accomplished fine cureseapdriments with it. But as to reveal my finalioptof this
business - | do not think much of most of them duse these dissolutions are no philosophical de&ins. But |
have already shown above how gold is to be adificidecomposed, and it need not be repeated hieage only
examined the operations in accordance with theog'stmstructions and method, and have revealedlh@wve
found them to be in the fire, in practice. | hopattthe kind readers will accept my care and candbrthanks. |
could have written about many other preparatiomsran 30-year-experience with fire. But that was mgt
intention. had only resolved to analyze this autirad to show how far he could be followed.

Recently | got a hold of another way of preparinggple gold, such as Herr Harianus a Mynsich, ndyschool
comrade, describes in his Thesaro Medico-Chymitlogagh a similar one is also found in UstadiustlOm
Philosphorum, and Thurnheuser also mentions itt ®ih&as greatly proven its effect. Upon the iteige of a
member of the nobility, | prepared it and foundetfect so good that I did not wish to omit indiogtit here, so that
everyone might safely work with it. Although theeparation appears to be bad, it does not mattéenGliere is
more art in a bad process than in one that hasdmered by many exaggerations which, when puthéotést, show
what it is. Now we will proceed with the preparatio



Take Hungarian gold, well purified through antimphwgve it laminated very thinly, then dissolvenitai right oil of
the Sun (I have already indicated its right prefianeand more will be said about it below undettiile). When it is
dissolved, distill the oil of the salt strongly d@ffand a fine gold calx will be left at the batiof the glass. Take it
out, put it in a small retort, pour enough cinnamdron it to turn it into a pap. The gold will sodegin to
effervesce and become black. Pour on it a goodhalized spirit of wine, standing 2 fingers' breadtiove the
materia. It will soon extract a tincture from thaldy Pour the spirit off and pour fresh spirit dnaind continue
doing this till no more tincture shows.

Remove the Death's Head, wash it with warm watdrvegigh it. Now pour again the right quantity ofrgpf salt
on it, and let it dissolve again. Distill the spff quite dry, pour oil of cinnamon over it, amdhen it effervesces,
add the spirit of wine and extract its tincturepBat this work till the gold is completely dissadvand not the least
bit of insolved matter is left of the Body. Now paome clear purged spirit of wine on it, distilto oil, and you
will have a wonderful medicine or potable gold.{€b the truth, if among the common dissolutiong pleases me
more than another, it is precisely this one, bee#usperates extremely well. The person whom Ithelfavor of
preparing it for, used it for her sickness - of @thhothing need be said here - and it was of dreagfit to her
health. However, | made two subsequent tests of it.

In 1629, a noble gentleman was suffering from alilesome podagra, so much so that his hands andade
shrunk, and yet he was not yet 42 years old. Alihdue had resorted to great physicians and hadakso to warm
springs, it was to no avail. | met him by accidemtd we discussed the terms. | told him that | edsto try
something with him but that | could not promiseeshelp. First, | purged him with oil of antimony will also be
taught later. It went through bone and marrow,@asgported to me. When | saw that it agreed sowiéhl him, |
gave it to him again after two days, and thus gpdrhim four times in a row. Then | gave him thiieees a week 6
drops of potable gold in essence of Jva Arthetibad his members rubbed with oil of ossium micsinb He
continued with this from Easter to St, James'sledened to walk again with a cane wherever he wistvhile he
could previously not get farther than the place nete had been taken with a chair. The bumps, hemveid not
disappear as they had already been hardened higihest degree. But he was happy and thanked Goavi®
improved so far that he could again walk anywheréaé house and grasp things with his hands. | dvoaler have
thought that this solution could have such an danekffect. | also believe that he would have clatgby recovered
if he had continued with this medicine.

That same year, the little 10-year-old daughtearohonest man in Sultza had long had a fever. i@ was so
exhausted that she lost her strength and with&@iteel paroxysm occurred every other day at 2 p.mlastdd four
hours. Although many medicines had been used, thaseno progress, and the child's condition stélyedame.
Yes, after the last medicine, she was worse th#meabeginning. | was convinced that she was gturdje, as no
medicine would help her. When | had prepared thitalple gold, | gave her three drops in the moriingpme
conserve of roses. The following morning | agaimegher 3 drops. About one hour afterwards it looked she
were going to vomit, but nothing happened. While slas gagging, a worm was passing through her malttost
twelve inches long. | was surprised. The fever vimam this hour on. | continued for three more deyth the dose.
The little girl was hale and healthy and like newbd-rom this | conclude that this solution musbahave great
potential in other diseases, but as | could nodorgperiment because of the war, | cannot repottiér about it.
Whoever wants to keep his body in good health, Ishase this solution. He will certainly not regretAnd with
this we will conclude this treatise on gold andpiteparations, and proceed to silver accordingitcaathor's
method.



