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CoNoORA~WONE

Jean de Meung - The Remonstrance of
Nature

TheRoman de la Rose one of the great works of 13th Century Literatut is an extended allegorical poem begun
by Guillaume de Lorris and completed by Jean dendein which in a dream vision the Lover wishesvio his

Lady, the Rose. Jean de Meung's contribution ls&s#on in which Nature discusses destiny andwiieexplains
the influence of the heavens and discourses omrdrea the 16th century a poem, the 'Remonstrate@$ature a
l'alchymiste errant’ was ascribed to Jean de M¢bmgmost likely was written in the 16th centurhis was

included in a volume of three "ancient" French ps&m alchemy, Jean de la Fontaine 'De La Transtoyma
Metallique', Paris circal540 (and reissued in alemof editions over the next century). This baaduded La
Fontaine des amoureux de sciénaad e Sommaire philosophique de Nicolas FlanmBhe Jean de Meung piece
was included in th&lusaeum Hermeticumi678.

The Remonstration of Nature, made to the erring aleemists,
and complaining of the sophists and other false teaers.

Set forth by John A. Mehung.

Nature speaks.
Good heavens, how deeply | am often saddened iagstte human race, which God created perfect,isnoln
image, and appointed to be the lords of the eddpart so far away from me! | allude more partidylto you, O
stolid philosophaster, who presume to style yofiessgkractical chemist, a good philosopher, andayetentirely
destitute of all knowledge of me, of the true Magtend of the whole Art which you profess! For, bleh you break
vials, and consume coals, only to soften your bstilhmore with the vapours. You also digest alalf, orpiment,
and atrament; you melt metals, build small andddtgnaces, and use many vessels: neverthelesssica of your
folly, and you suffocate me with your sulphurousogm With most intense heat you seek to fix youickgilver,
which is the vulgar volatile substance, and not thea of which | make metals; therefore you effieathing. For you
do not follow my guidance, or strive to imitate mmgthods, rather mistaking my whole artifice. Youuebdo
better to mind your own business, than to dissahet distill so many absurd substances, and thpagse them
through alembics, cucurbites, stills, and pelic&ysthis method you will never succeed in congeptinicksilver.
For the revivification you use a reverberatory,fmad make it so hot as to render everything ligsithus do you
finish your work, and in the end ruin yourself asttlers. You will never discover anything unless fioat enter my
workshop, where, in the inmost bowels of the ebddaselessly forge metals: there you may findsthiestance
which | use, and discover the method of my work.



Do not suppose that | will reveal my secret to yoless you first find the growing seed of all met@esembling
that of the animals and vegetables). | presertkedrbosom of the earth both that which is usedHfeir generation,
and that with which they are nourished up.

Metals Exist, vegetables Live and Grow, and anirkalksl, which is more than merely to grow. | makeaise
stones, and the atramental substances out of tefenents, which | mix and compound in a certady.\Mrhese
elements you must seek in the heart of the eamthnawhere else. Vegetables contain their own seetlimage; in
like manner, animals are propagated, and by the saeans do generate their own likeness. Everythiogeeds by
the laws laid down for it. Only you, wicked man, avtny to usurp my office, have departed furthenfrme than
any other creature. Metals have no life, or prilecgf generation and growth, if they lack their opnoper seed.
The first is accomplished by the four elementsinerdays; the Moon goes through the twelve heaveiglys in
twenty-nine and a half days.

By the aforesaid laws, winter and summer relievahesher, the elements are changed, generatioaptake in the
earth — through my working, through the working afdzand the heavens, do all things subsist, theepéhte, the
visible, and the invisible. Thus all things in heawhich are comprehended under the Moon, do vedk,impart
their influence to the substance, which, like a wormiongs to conceive seed. Each star influensesn
substance, and according to their peculiar nathey, produce different things. They work first iedven above,
then in the earth beneath in the elements, eadrding to its own peculiar virtue; and hence asigecies and
individual things.

You are to know that these manifold influences dopour themselves fruitlessly upon the earthlyrasts. For
though their working is invisible, yet it is a masrtain and real thing. The earth is surroundeldayven, and from
it obtains her best influences and substancesyEBygtere is ready to communicate its truth, ancethigh to
pervade her centre. Through this motion and heatgetarise upon earth vapours, which are thedinsstances. If
the vapour is cold and moist, it sinks down agaithe earth, and is there preserved; that whichoist and warm
ascends to the clouds. That which is shut up ire#lréh | change, after a long time, into the suizstaof sulphur,
which is the active, and into quicksilver, whiclthie passive principle. The metals are anotheruréxbf this first
composition. The whole is obtained from the foeme¢nts, which | form into one mass. This procespéat so
often that you have no excuse for a mistake.

After the putrefaction comes the generation, wilisdbrought about by the internal incombustible widrreating
the coldness of the quicksilver, which gladly sutsno this heat because it wishes to be unitetsteulphur. All
these things, fire, air, and water, | have in dieenbic in the earth. There | digest, dissolve, smolime them,
without any hammer, tongs, file, coals, vapoug,firbath of S. Mary", or other sophisticated deances. For |
have my own heavenly fire which excites the elemlesmtcording as the matter desires to put on aldeitand
comely form. Thus | extract my quicksilver from ttwair elements, or their substance. This is alveay®mpanied
by its sulphur, which is its second self, and waitngsadually, gently, and pleasantly. Thus theddmécomes warm,
and the dry moist and oily. But the moist is nothout its dry substance, nor is the dry withounitsist: one is
conserved by the other in its first essence (whidhe elementary spirit of the essence, or thatgasence) from
which proceeds the generation of our child. The lfirings it forth, and nourishes it in the air, bafore that, it is
decomposed in virgin earth; then water flows f@athit flows forth from the water), which we mustek, since it is
my first Matter, and the source of my mineral. Eontrary resists strenuously to contrary, and dotuch wise
fortify itself, lest perchance it be carried awayoperating; then does it suffer transmutation, iarsdripped of its
form by the concupiscence of matter, which incetgattracts a new form.

By my wisdom | govern the first principle of motioMy hands are the eighth sphere, as my Fatheiradiamy
hammers are the seven planets, with which | foegubful things. The substance out of which | faghall my
works, and all things under heaven, | obtain fromfour elements alone. Chaos, or Hyle, is thé dinbstance. This
is the Mistress that maintains the King, the Queen, the whole court. A horseman is always readiotber
bidding, and a virgin performs her office in thentbers. The more beautiful she is, the more bedudiif | appear
in her. Know also that | have power to give thaisence to all essences, that it is | who preséem,tand mould
them into shape. Moreover, observe the three padavhich God has divided the first substanceth@ffirst and
purest part He created the Cherubin, Seraphin,akgéls, and all the other angels. Out of the seashith was
not so pure, He created the heavens and all thatdpeto them; of the third, impure part, the elataeand their
properties. First and best of these is Fire. Rimits of no corruption, and contains the purest pbthe
guintessence. After Fire, He made the subtle Aid, put into it a part (but not so large a part)haf quintessence.
Then came the visible element of Water, which lsasach of the quintessence as it needs. Last obaikes the
Earth. All these (like all the rest of Nature) Heated in a moment of time. The earth is grossdamkl, and though
it is fruitful, yet it contains the smallest pafttbe quintessence. At first the elements remaasethey were in their
separate spheres. So Air is really moist, but@perly tempered by Fire. Water is really warm, dlotains its



moisture from the air. The Earth is really dry, lius also cold; its great dryness renders it a&ifire. Fire,
however, is the first of elements which causesdifd growth by its heat.

Now all these elements influence and qualify eablem so that each in its turn is now active, nassgive. For
instance, Fire works upon air and earth. Earthésmother and nurse of all things, and sustainbailis liable to
decay under heaven. Now God has given me powestive the four elements into their quintessers;i$ that
first substance which in every element is gendsicplalified. | resolve them for my own purposeddhereby
bring about all generation. But no one will be aoleesolve me into my first substance, as heesdrte resolve the
elements. For | alone can transmute the elemedtshair forms, and he who thinks otherwise decehiesself. For
you will never be able to assign to each substdageoper influence, or to find the correct prapmrs of the
elements which are required by that substancenieall say, can form created things, and give éotkheir peculiar
properties and substance. By my heavenly mystepesduce perfect works, which are justly calledaunies, as
may be seen in the Elixir which has such marveldttse, and is of my own forming. No art upon ear#éim add
anything to, or improve upon, my workmanship. Evesipe person must see that nothing can be acctweglis
without a perfect knowledge of the heavenly bodiespart from the efficacy which abides in thenthaut these
everything is error and misuse; and yet, wheneengre man to obtain this influence, and how itohapply it to
the substance? How can he mingle the elementginright proportions? Even if a man were to spanang life in
the investigation of this secret (says AvicennaMireCord., chap. ii.), he would not get any nedaceits solution.

It is entrusted to my keeping alone, and can nbedimown to any man. By my virtue and efficacy kaghe
imperfect perfect, whether it be a metal or a huimady. | mix its ingredients, and temper the foeneents. |
reconcile opposites, and calm their discord.

This is the golden chain which | have linked togetbf my heavenly virtues and earthly substancascémplish
my works with such unerring accuracy that in théinmg power is strewn forth, and with so much sHilat the
wisest of men cannot attain to my perfection. Gthfthen, and behold my works, you who think yolirse skilled
a workman, and (without any knowledge of me), wiblir coal fires and your S. Mary's bath, strivenake gold
potable in my alembics — and know that | cannot bleaisight of your folly. Are you not ashamed, afte
considering my works, to attempt to rival them witiur malodorous decoctions in your coloured aridtpd vials,
and thus lose both your time and your money? | eaanl@ss to conceive what you can be thinking. Haitheupon
yourself, and consider my teaching. Try to undetaghtly what | tell you, for | cannot lie. Condgir how that
most glorious metal, gold, has received its bealukiirm from heaven and its precious substance tterearth. The
generation of the precious stones, such as carjraninethysts, and diamonds, takes place in the s@mner. The
substance itself is composed of the four elemétstorm and qualities it receives through heavenflpences,
although the capacity of being thus wrought upamslers in the element and is only brought out andied in the
course of time. All this is accomplished by my hauatbne. | am the architect, and no one else kiba/secret of
life. For, however wise he may think himself, heegmot know how much to take of each element, @revto
obtain it, or how to mingle hostile elements sacaallay their discord, or how to bring the heayeinfluences to
bear on these essences: He cannot even make iifeade or the very basest of metal; how then ghbalbe able to
make gold except by stealing my treasure? The bhjkich he desires can be accomplished by my aneat— an
art which it is impossible for man to know.

And even though we allow gold to be the most presiof metals, yet gold by itself cannot cure dissasr heal the
imperfections of other metals, or change them gaial. In the same way glass (which might otherisehe
Philosopher's Stone) can never become so softlzs tendered malleable. Gold alone is the mosique@nd the
most perfect of all the metals. But if you cannegre make lead, or the minutest grain of any metalproduce the
fruit of any herb, how hopeless must your seartdr afie art of making gold appear! Again if you $iagt you wish
to produce some chemical result, even if it dotaot out to be gold, | answer that you thereby @il a fresh
proof of your folly. Can you not understand thag ecret of my innermost working must always renaadealed
book to you? What Nature does can never be suctlgsshitated by any created being. Nay, if | magpd out of
seven metals, and you do not understand my meltowvdcan you ever hope to prepare the substancenitbalf
changes all metals into the purest gold, and isrtbst precious treasure that God has given me?a¥@éoolish and
ignorant, if you do not know that this preciousithiwhich you seek is, to the created mind, thetgstanystery of
Nature, and that it is compounded by heavenly arftes — and thus has power to heal and deliverfroenall
diseases, and to remove the imperfection of the beals. If, therefore, it is in itself so perféwt it has not its
like upon earth, it must surely be the workmangiithe highest Intelligence, since no one elseexam make gold,
and certainly not produce a thing which has itdedfpower of making gold. Surely, to maintain that are able to
prepare such a thing, is like saying that you canaay ten pounds, but that you are strong endogiarry a
hundred pounds. Put to heart, therefore, the tapesand responsibility of your intent.



I, myself, again, receive all my wisdom, virtuedgrower from heaven, and my Matter, in its simpfean, is the
four elements. This is the first principle and thuentessence of the elements, which | bring fostmdzluctions,
time, and circulations, by which | transmute thieiior into the more perfect, the cold and dry itite moist and
warm; and thus | preserve stones and metals inngiral state of moisture. This is brought atimputhe
movements of the celestial bodies, for by themeteenents are ruled; by their controlling influetlike is brought
to like. The purer my substance is, the more egnelire the results produced by the heavenly infleeAnd do
you think that there in your alembic, where youdégwur earth and water, | will be induced by ydre &nd heat,
and by your white and red colour, to bend my neckaur yoke, and to do your will and pleasure? Da think
that you can move the heavens, and force themei tteir influence upon your work. Do you thinktttzat is an
organic instrument which gives forth sweet musityavhen it is touched by the musician's fingers Yake too
much upon yourself, you foolish man. Do you notwribat the revolutions of the heavens are govebyeal
mighty Mind, which, by its influence, imparts powerall things?

| beseech you to remember that all great thingsged from me, and, in the last instance, from @aod; not to
suppose that the skill of your hands can be aggkesf the operation of Nature. For it is void aath, and, ape-
like, must imitate me in all things. Nor must yaippose that your distilling, dissolving, and corslag of your
substance in your vessel, or your eliciting of watet of oil, is the right way of following me. Fom it, my son.
All your mixing and dissolving of elements neveslmoduced, and never can produce, any good résulfou
wish to know the reason? Your substance cannod stemheat of the furnace for a single half-hout,hust
evaporate in smoke, or be consumed by the firetiBusubstance with which work, can stand any degféeat,
without being injured. My water is dry, and does$ mmisten what it touches; it does not evaporatbecome less,
neither is its oil consumed. So perfect are my el&s] but yours are worse than useless.

In conclusion, let me tell you that your artificfade will never impart my heavenly warmth, nor libur water, oil,
and earth supply you with any substitute for myssabce. It is the gift of God, shed upon the eléméom
heaven, and upon one more than upon another; bytif&nown only to me, and to the Great Artist vemdrusted
me with this knowledge. One thing more let meyell, my son. If you would imitate me, you must gepall out
of one simple, self-contained Matter, in one wédlsed vessel, and in one alembic. The substandainerall that
is needed for its perfect development, and mugrépared with a warmth that is always kept at #raesgentle
temperature. Let me ask you to consider the bmthdevelopment of man, my noblest work. You camnake a
human body out of any substance whatsoever. Of ethad in forming so subtle a body neither Aristotte Plato
had the remotest knowledge. | harden the boneshaenigeth, | make the flesh soft, the muscles ¢hilprain
moist, the heart, into which God has poured tteg lifarm, and fill all the veins with red blood. Amdthe same
way, | make of one quicksilver, and of one activa@ersulphur, one maternal vessel, the womb of wisithe
alembic. It is true that man aids me with his bytshedding external heat into the matrix; more tiés, however,
he cannot do. He, then, that knows the true Madied, prepares it properly in a well-closed vessad, puts the
whole in an alembic, and keeps up the fire at topgr degree of warmth, may safely leave the cestd. Upon the
fire all depends, and much, therefore, does it belyou to see thereto. Consider, therefore, tiee fihich they call
epesin, pepsin, pepausin, and optesin, or napneternatural, and infranatural fire, which buros. Without the
true Matter and the proper fire, no one can attaénend of his labour. | give you the substance; yaist provide
the mere outward conditions. Take, then, a veasél,an alembic of the right kind and of the righesBe wise,
and perform the experiment in accordance with nmglaHelp me, and | will help you. | will deal witfou as you
deal with me. To my other sons, who have treatedvalg have obeyed their father and mother, anarited
themselves to my precepts, | have given a greadnégvas John de Mehung, for instance, will tell.yidis
testimony is also borne out by Villanova, Raymo¥dyrienus the Roman, Hermes (whom they call Fathed, who
has not his like among the Sages), Geber, andtites have written about this Art, and know by eigree that it
is true.

If you, my son, wish to prepare this precious Stgoel need not put yourself to any great expeniehét you
want is leisure, and some place where you can tieuti any fear of interruption. Reduce the Mattehi¢h is one)
to powder, put it, together with its water, in allweosed vessel, and expose it to continuous,|gdrgat, which will
then begin to operate, while the moisture favoliesdtecomposition. The presence of the moisturesptsithe
dryness of the quicksilver from retarding its askition. Meanwhile, you must diligently observe whao, and
remember the words of Aristotle (Meteor iii. and)jwho says: "Study Nature, and carefully pethsebook
concerning Generation and Corruption.” You must a¢sd the book concerning heaven and the worlthinh
you will find indicated the beautiful and pure starge. If you neglect this study, you will fail. @mis subject
consult Albertus Magnus, De Mineralibus. But if yayes are opened by such studies, you will disctheesecret
of the growth of minerals, viz., that they arepatbduced from the elements.



First learn to know me, before you call yourselfdtéa. Follow me, that am the mother of all thingsated, which
have one essence, and which can neither growgeoeive a living soul, without the heavenly and edatary
influences. When you have learned by perseverimgdydio understand the virtues of the heavenly mdieeir
potent operations, and the passive condition oétéments, and its reason — if you further knowrtteglia of
transmutation, the cause of generation, nutritma decay, and the essence and substance of thentéée— you
are already acquainted with the Art, notwithstagdhmt a most subtle mind is still needed for tioelygng of my
operations. But if you do not possess part at leftttis knowledge, you will be fortunate indeegdfu succeed in
discovering my secret. It is a secret that is meatcdoy those that are wise in their own conceits by those that
humbly and patiently listen to my teaching Therefaf you desire to own this treasure, which haanbthe reward
of the truly wise in all ages, you must do as |yadi. For my treasure has such virtue and potdmtythe like of it
is to be found neither in heaven nor upon eartholds an intermediate position between MercurythedVietal
which | take for the purpose of extracting frorbytyour art and my knowledge that most preciousmess. It is
pure and potable gold, and its radical principladsve humidity. Moreover, it is the universal Nigde described
by Solomon (Eccles. xxxviii.); the same also isstakrom the earth, and honoured by the wise. Gadikaigned it
a place among my mysteries, and reveals it to #ge§ although many who call themselves learnetbdoof
Theology and Philosophy, hold it in ignorant conpeérm- as Alchemy is also despised by the doctors edikine,
because they do not know me, and are ignorantadfithich they profess to teach. They must be iigafitly
furnished with brains, or they would not directitHeolish scorn against the panacea which rendiisther
medicines unnecessary. Happy is the man, even lthoaidpe sinking under the weight of years, whogs &od
prolongs until he has come to the knowledge ofdhizet! For (as Geber says) many to whom thisagift
imparted late in life, have, nevertheless, beereséied and delighted by it in extreme old age.

He that has this secret possesses all good thimhgraat riches. One ounce of it will ensure to both wealth and
health. It is the only source of strength and ratioa, and far excels the golden tincture. It & ¢ixir and water of
life, which includes all other things. In my treasare concealed quicksilver, sulphur, incombustibil, white,
indestructible, and fusible salt. | tell you, friynkhat you will never be able to accomplish itegaration without
me, just as | can do nothing without your help. Bybu understand my teaching, and cooperate mighyou can
accomplish the whole thing in a short time.

Have done with the charlatans, and their foolishings; have done with all their various alembiasd phials; have
done with their excrements of horses, and all Hréety of their coal-fires, since all these thimgs of no use
whatever. Do not perplex yourself with metals, threo things of a like nature: rather change thenelds into a
mutable form. For this is the most excellent sutsteof the Sages, and is rejected only by thegholis substance
is like, but its essence unlike, that of gold. Brante the elements and you will have what you s8eklime that
which is the lowest, and make that which is thénag, the lowest. Take quicksilver which is mixeithvits active
sulphur; put it into a well-closed vial, and onerabic, plunge one-third of it into the earth, kimdhe fire of the
Sages, and watch it well so that there may be rakenThe rest you may leave to me. | ask you taalmore, but
only bid you follow my unerring guidance.

The Answer of the Chemist,

In which he confesses his errors, asks pardorh@amt and returns thanks to Nature.

Dearest Mother Nature, who, next to the angelgharmost perfect of all God's creatures, | thdugetfor thy
kindly instruction. | acknowledge and confess thaitu art the Mother and Empress of the great wonklje for the
little world of man's mind. Thou movest the bodid®ve, and transmutest the elements below. Atittdirtg of thy
Lord thou dost accomplish both small things andigrend renewest, by ceaseless decay and genethédace of
the earth and of the heavens. | confess that rpttan live without a soul, and that all that exastsl is endued with
being flows forth from thee by virtue of the powbkat God has given to thee. All matter is ruledhmse, and the
elements are under thy governance. From them #iast the first substance, and from the heavensdbst obtain
the form. That substance is formless and void itrisImodified and individualized by thee. Firkbti givest it a
substantial, and then an individual form. In thgarwisdom thou dost cunningly mould all thy wotlkough the
heavenly influences, so that no mortal hand casrlyttlestroy them. Under thy hands God has puhadfs that are
necessary to man, and through thee, He has ditded into four kingdoms, namely, those that havedeand
essence, like the metals and stones; those thatdssence and growth, like the vegetables; thasdéve feeling
and sensation, like the beasts, birds, and fiShHesse are the first three classes; in the fouptetised God to place
only the noblest and most perfect of His works, elgrrman, to whom He also gave a rational and inahsoul.
This soul is obscured by the defilement which foitadvay into the body through the senses, andfdsuhe grace
and mercy of God, would have become involved ird@isdemnation. Hence the chief perfection of marois
derived from thee, nor dost thou impart to us aunanity. Nevertheless, the material part of maheswork of thy
hands alone.



And, surely, our bodies are cunningly and wondégrfolade, and, in every part of them, bear witheshe
masterly skill of the workman. How marvellous dne tises of our various members! How wonderful tthatsoul
can move them and set them to work at will! Buasabftener still the body is master of the sonl &rces it to do
many things which pure reason condemns. If we denshe matter from this point of view, it seemgtasgigh thou
hadst begun well, and yet thy work had, aftertatihed out an abortion. Wert thou wanting in wisgdom
knowledge; or couldst thou not do otherwise? Parderif | speak too presumptuously about thy wisdbamly
desire to be rightly and truly informed. For, indeeven now thy stern rebuke has made many thiegs  me. |
have spent my whole life in attending to thy less@nd the more closely | have listened, the miaarly have |
understood my mistakes and the depth of thy wisddomv, whether 1 lie, or stand, or walk, | can thiofknothing
but thy great mystery. And yet | am unable to coreghat substance and form | must take for it. 'Halst
sternly rebuke me for not following thy way; bubthknowest that, if | do not obey thee, it is obgcause | do not
know what thou wouldst have me do. | shall nevealtle to attain any satisfactory result in this, Ariless thou
wilt enlighten my blindness. Thou hast rightly s#idt it is not for man to know the mystery of thigrking: how
then can | be guided to this knowledge, unless thittitake me by the hand? Thou sayest that | rfalktw thee;
and | am willing to do so. But tell me what | mdst, and what books | must study for that purpogeh®books
which | have read, one says, "Do this," and themt'No, do that"; and they are full of uninteilite expressions
and of dark parables. At last | see that | caneatrl anything from them. Therefore | take refugnwhee, and
instantly beseech thee to advise and to tell methoset about this difficult task. On my knees plare thee to
show me the way by which | can penetrate into deet parts of the earth, and by what subtle procassto
obtain the perfect mercury of the metals. And yédubt whether any man, even after obtaining theéscory, can
really make gold. That is thy work, and not the kvof man; as thy words and my own experience mestrky
shew.

We see that the cold and moist mercury needs 8istasce of its sulphur, which is its seed aftekihd, or its
homogeneous sperm, out of which the metal or Staungt be produced. But thou sayest only: Take tbhpegr
substance, the proper vessel, the proper minbeaproper place, and the proper fire; then forrguo and life will
grow and spring forth from thence. Thou art thehitext; thou knowest the glorious properties of Megtter. The
active principle can do nothing unless there bassipe principle prepared to receive its influefideou knowest
how to mix the warm and the cold, the dry and tleésinby reconciling hostile elements, thou cametipce new
substances and forms. For | did indeed understhtithathou didst tell me, but am unable to expriéso well as
thou. This thou hast firmly impressed on my midttthe Elixir is composed by the reconciling andtunal
transmutation of the four elements. But what masuiicient for such a task? For who knows howleadn have
its essence in common with air, or how it can bengied into moisture which is contrary to its nakurer humidity
will not leave a cold and humid element, not evedar the influence of fire. This, too, is the wafiNature, that it
becomes black, and white, and red. These thre@levisblours correspond to the three elements, eadter, and
fire, and are pervaded by the air.

Then, again, thou sayest that the Stone is prepdrede thing, of one substance, in one vessefatine(elements)
composing one essence in which is one agent wiaghb and completes the work; man, thou sayest, dee
nothing but add a little heat, and leave the gty wisdom. For all that is needed is alreadytaimed in the
substance, in perfection, beginning, middle, ardl as the whole man, the whole animal, the wholedr is
contained each in its proper seed. Now, in the musead the human specific-substance is also intjudeflesh,
blood, hair, &c.; and thus every seed containthallpeculiar properties of its species. In the whobrld men
spring from human seed, plants from plants, anirinate animals. Now | know that when once the seeehiclosed
in the female vessel, no further trouble or worlany kind is required — everything is brought tofpetion by thy
gradual and silent working. And the generationhef $tone, thou sayest, is performed in a similarmaa Only one
substance is required, which contains within ita@lf water, and fire — in short, everything thahéeded for the
completion of this work. No further handling of akind is necessary, and a gentle fire is sufficterouse the
internal warmth, just as an infant in the wombherished by natural heat. The only thing in whicinnmust aid
thee, is, by preparing the substance, removintpaltlis superfluous, enclosing this simple earthictvis combined
with its water, in a vessel, and subjecting ithte action of gentle heat in a suitable alembicsTthiou sayest, is all
that needs to be done by man; when all has begaige for thee, thou dost begin thy part of thekwdhou
dissolvest the substance, and makest the dry wakbeny thou sublimest it, and bearest it upward the air, and
thus, without any further aid, bringest that tofpetion which can itself impart perfection to afiperfect things.
Therefore, thou, Nature, art the first mother, sitttou dost cunningly combine the four elements amt essence by
a process of which none but thou has any knowleHiges far have | understood thee, and do not gig@gpair, if it
be pleasing unto God and to thee, of seeing thgtgesvard with my own eyes.



But at present | earnestly desire to know but dinggt and that is, how can that substance be dddfaimhat are its
qualities, and what its powers to impart perfectmimperfect things

| am well aware that gold is the most precioushefinetals; but | cannot see that it has any capathecoming
more potent than it already is. For whatever maw dwawith it, it will never be able to perfect ahirtg but itself. If
any one told me to dissolve it and extract froftsigquicksilver, | should regard that as a venyliglodirection; for
nothing can be got out of gold but what is in iheEe philosophasters betray their ignorance bygdiiat they can
reduce gold to its first substance; but thy indtaurchas made it clear to me that the first sultstarannot be
obtained, except by destroying the specific prapef a thing, nor can any new species be brafogtit by such a
destruction, unless the species be first univarsdlinto the genus. Moreover, | make bold to affine no man can
first resolve gold into its generic substance, toah restore it again; for when it has once Iassjitecific properties,
no mere human skill can change it back into whatis before. Nor can any one really reduce gottedirst form
imparted to it by the elements. For gold is notsrauted either by heat or by cold, and is so peirfieits kind that
fire only renders it purer. It does not admit ofdnrther development, and therefore no other nmtajuicksilver
can be obtained from it.

It is true that plants and animals are constamtbgpcing their like by means of their seed, and tbepacity of
organic nutrition. But | do not see how the same lza said of metals, seeing that at the expiraifany given
period they still retain the same size and weighitivthey had at the beginning. Through thee teegive their
being out of the elements without any sowing, pfaytor development of any kind. Moreover, | kndwattno
credit is to be attached to the fanciful notionshaf old Sages who would prepare our Stone oucofide metallic
substance, and do not understand that the fornsapstance of a thing are conditioned by its esslemtiture. Now,
| remember a certain juggling charlatan, who wa&éaol upon as a great philosopher, telling me timbnly true
material was common quicksilver, which must be wagled with gold, since in such an union the breught the
other to perfection. If | did this, continued thiapostor, | should be able to prepare the Elixirst-however, the
four elements must be separated from each othan, #iter each had been purified, they must beitexirthe great
being combined with the small, and the subtile wli gross. This, he said, was the right way ofingathe Stone.
But | know that all this is sheer honsense, antighah men are only deceiving themselves and others

| am also aware that only God can produce anytbirigf the elements. He alone knows how to mingk a
combine them in their due proportions. For He alisrtbe Creator and Author of all good things, #rete is
nothing in the world that He has not made. Theeeftat the charlatans cease their vain-gloriols tald remember
that they can never hope to gather where they ¢amvg let them make an end of their false calodmast
sublimations, distillations, by which they extréog spirit in a vaporous form, and of their jugglicoagulations and
congelations, by which they pretend, even amongniliated, to be able rightly to separate the elata of gold and
quicksilver. It is certainly true that all thingader heaven are composed of the four elementanacet! of them
according to the due proportion of their genus sgmeties; but it is not simply the union of the felements, but
their being combined in a certain way, which cdostis the substance of the Philosophical Stone.

| also understand that in the red quicksilver aadget body, which is called the Sun, the four edata are
combined in a peculiar way, and so inseparablyaipnagl, that no mere human art can divide themakli@ncient
and true Sages say that fire and air are enclosedrth and water, and contend so violently witthezther that
none but God and Nature can loosen their grapgimgrace. This | can truly affirm and also prover We can
neither see the fire nor grasp the air; and if @amy says that the several elements can be sesraheémpostor,
seeing that they are inseparably and inextricabhjained. For, although the Sophists pretend, amfidently
affirm, that they can divide gold and quicksilvetd the four elements, yet for all that they speakthe truth. If
two elements, fire and air, were thus taken awthyh@ rest must vanish into nothing. They may 8@t those two
are retained, but they are, nevertheless, dengebtyant as to what becomes of them; for air ardd@mnot be seen
or perceived. Again, that extract which they ciaé find air renders humid, which is not the propeither of fire or
of air.

Moreover, as thou hast said, even the most legboetbr cannot know the proportion of each elemearariy given
substance. For God has entrusted this knowledtieetoalone. Nor is any Sage wise enough to betalnéngle
and put together the elements so as to produceatnyal object. If then he dissolves anything itdelements,
how, | pray thee, is he to put them together agamany abiding form, since he is ignorant of th@bportionate
guantity and quality, and of the method of theimpmsition? Yet it is of no use to separate thernhef/ cannot be
put together again. To thee, O Nature, we mustishthis task, since thou knowest the art of priegahe
Philosopher's Stone, and of combining the elemsitb®ut first separating them. Nevertheless, fer pheparation
of the true Elixir, thou needest the aid of a vwasd truly learned man. Aristotle says: "Where thgsicist ends,
there the physician begins." Nor can we attaimie ailchemy, until we begin to follow Nature, ande guided by
a knowledge of her principles. Where the study lsha&my is rightly carried on, it is mightily advaett by Nature.



But, for all that, we must not suppose that evertyral substance must be useful to the alchemistmdyst
remember that Alchemy has a threefold aim: Ficstjuicken and perfect the metal, and so to digesipirit that
none of it is lost; secondly, so to digest and fleatsubstance in a small phial that (without théitton of anything
else) the body and spirit are changed into one.riingling of the elements is performed, not byahtst, but by
thee. Thirdly, it (alchemy) proves that the proaaisgreparing the Stone does not include any séparaf the four
elements (of the quicksilver and the Sun, whictei¢ed red and glorious gold). To believe that sadeparation
must take place is a great mistake, and contrattietfundamental principles of philosophy.

Again, it is an undoubted fact, that every elemgnsabstance is fed by the elements themselvehelf, that
which now forms one object is dissolved, the obgcsuch is destroyed, the bond which held theegl&stogether
being violently broken, and each returning to fhat which it was first taken. A father that begeatson must not
be destroyed for that purpose; it suffices thatgbeerating spirit shall go forth with the seedj &e conceived by
the female seed, and cherished with its warmthh @ugenerating spirit has power to beget an irdattie same
species, as Avicenna says. Now, it is the samemith gold, which is the true master of the Phibtscal Stone.
For the father is the active principle, and musth@destroyed, or resolved into its elementsjthstsufficient for
the paternal Sun (gold) to breathe its virtue anehgth through the mother into the son. When tbéher (who is
of the earth) brings forth, the son is seen to hhgdather's substance.

Thus, | have learnt from thee, O Nature, that Afofés a true science, and that the deep red gdiathwis called
Sun, is the true father of the Stone or Elixirpfravhich this great and precious treasure proceelish heats,
digests, and cunningly tinges (without the leastidution or corruption) the other principle of thgld, and thus
brings forth so glorious a son. It is worse thaeless, therefore, to meddle with the compositioripseparate the
elements, which Nature has so skillfully combinedhie quicksilver, and in the perfect body of tioédg All we
have to do is to imitate Nature, and use the insnts with which she combines the elements, andhdtie uses
in moulding minerals, and in giving its form to theicksilver. If we act otherwise, we destroy thgriss, and sever
the golden chain which thou hast forged. Never®lere must, as Aristotle says, transmute the eltntieat we
may obtain the object of our search.

Thus thou hast wisely led me into thy way, and Bastvn me the utter folly of my own doings. UntedH render
the most heartfelt thanks for that thou hast dedigane from my own ignorance, and from the disgeatkruin to
which all my endless alembics quicksilvers, aquates, dissolutions, excrements of horses, andfteal must at
length have brought me.

In future, | will read thy book more diligently, drmbey thee more implicitly. For this is the sur@stl safest way
that a man can go, because the Art is entirelizyrhands, although, by reason of its gigantic @isrprogress must
necessarily be slow. Therefore, | will lose no mimee, and first begin to think about the substatioe active
principle of which shall yield me most potent qusitker. That | will enclose in a clean, air-tightial, and under it |
will place an alembic; thereupon thou wilt wait mphine office. From the bottom of my heart | omoere render
unto thee the debt of unspeakable gratitude, fatrttrou hast deigned to visit me, and to bestowupe so
precious an inheritance. In token of my gratituaeéll now do thy bidding, and let it be my ceasslasm to attain
to this most glorious Tincture of the Elements|ifeeassured that with the help of the thrice geeat good God, |
shall succeed.

Twelve Keys of Basil Valentine

The 'Twelve Keys' appears to have first been plétisn 'Ein kurtz summarischer Tractat, von densggea Stein
der Uralten...", Eisleben, 1599, and a humber ioexd were issued during the 17th and 18th ceesuin Latin,
French, English and German. This important text &as included in a number of compendia, such @aMtbsaeum
Hermeticum The identity of Basil Valentine is unknown andjitpears that the writings attributed to him wéee t
product of the last decade of the 16th Century.

The Preface
of
Basilius Valentinus, the Benedictine

Concerning



The Great Stone of the
Ancient Sages.

When | had emptied to the dregs the cup of huméering, | was led to consider the wretchednesthisfworld,
and the fearful consequences of our first pareigsbedience. Then | saw that there was no hopepeitance for
mankind, that they were getting worse day by dag, that for their impenitence God's everlastingiglument was

hanging over them; and | made haste to withdrawethji®m the evil world, to bid farewell to it, anid devote
myself to the service of God.

When | had spent some years at the monasteryntfthat after | had performed my work and my dd#yotions |
still had some time on my hands. This | did nothis pass in idleness, lest my evil thoughts shtedd me into
new sins; and so | determined to use it for thdysind investigation of those natural secrets bigwviod has
shadowed out eternal things. So | read a great lhaals in our monastery written in olden times bilgsophers
who had pursued the same study, and was therebylated to a more ardent desire of knowing thattiiney
also knew. Though | did not make much progress<tt f/et at last God granted my earnest prayet,coened my
eyes that | might see what others had seen befere m
In the convent there was a brother, who was adfiatith a severe disease of the kidneys, and tonwiane of the
many physicians he had consulted had been abiggagen momentary relief. So he had committed &ifte the
hand of God, and despaired of all human aid.
As | loved him, | gathered all manner of herbsrastied their salts, and distilled various medicirag none of
them seemed to do him the slightest good, and siftgrears | found that | had tried every possildgetable
substance, without any beneficial effect.
At last | determined to devote myself to the stoflthe powers and virtues which God has laid in&tats and
minerals and the more | searched the more | foOme. discovery led to another, and, after God haahifted unto
me many experiments, | understood clearly the eand properties, and the secret potency, impastésod to
minerals and metals.
Among the mineral substances | found one whichkétdd many colours, and proved to be of the greaffisacy
in art. The spiritual essence of this substancdrheted, and therewith restored our sick brotimeg, few days, to
perfect health. For the strength of this spirit wagreat as to quicken the prostrate spirit ofdisgased brother,
who, from that day to the day of his death, remeedbene in his hourly prayers. And his prayers, togewith my
own diligence, so prevailed with God, that thereswnevealed to me that great secret which God enmraals from
those who are wise in their own conceits.
Thus have | been wishing to reveal to you in thegatise, as far as may be lawful to me, the StétieeoAncients,
that you, too, might possess the knowledge ofttighest of earthly treasures for your health andfoat in this
valley of sorrow. | write about it, not for my ovgood, but for that of posterity, and though my veobe few and
simple, that which they import is of immeasurablegmitude. Ponder them well, that you also may firedRock
which is the foundation Stone of truth, the tempblassing, and the eternal reward.

The Tract
of
Basilius Valentinus, the Benedictine,
Concerning the Great Stone of the Ancient Sages.

In the preface, gentle Reader, and zealous Studi¢imis Art, | promised to communicate to you a Wiexdge of our
Corner Stone, or Rock, of the process by which jirepared, and of the substance from which italr@ady
derived by those ancient Sages, to whom the setoetr Art was first revealed by God for the heatid happiness
of earthly life.

Let me assure you that | fully intend to fulfil rppyomise, and to be as plain with you as the rulesip Art permit,
not misleading you by sophistical deceptions, ipgrong up to you the spring of all blessings eveto the
fountain head. | propose to set forth what | havedy in a few simple, straightforward words, fan no adept in
the art of multiplying words; nor do | think thatuidberance of language tends to clearness; on tiieacy, | am
convinced that it is many words that darken counhgt me tell you, then, that although many areagregl in the
search after this Stone, it is nevertheless fourndb very few. For God never intended that it $tidnecome
generally known. It is rather to be regarded adtavpich He reserves for those favoured few, wineel the truth,
and hate falsehood, who study our Art earnestlgdyand by night, and whose hearts are set uponi@ban
unfeigned affection.



Hence, if you would prepare our great and anci¢émmné; | testify unto you in all truth that you mugste diligent
heed to my teaching, and before all things imptheegracious blessing of the Creator of all thingsu must also
truly repent you of all your sins, confessing taeng, and firmly resolve to lead a good and hoby, lif is also
necessary that you should determine to shew yatitygple to God for His unspeakable Gift, by sucoauthe poor
and the distressed, and by opening your hand amdhgart to the needy. Then God will bless youolaband
reward your search with success, and yourself avgkat in Heaven as the fruit of your faith.

Do not despise the truthful writings of those wlosgessed the Stone before us. For, after the &nigly grace of
God, it is from them that | received my knowledget your study of them be increased and repeated dest you
lose the thread of insight, and the lamp of undeding be extinguished.

Give yourself wholly to study, and be not flightydoubleminded. Let your mind be like a firm Rogkwhich all
the various sayings of the Sages are reduced taniheof their common meaning. For a man who wlga
influenced in different directions is not likely fimd the right path.

As our most ancient Stone is not derived from caostible things, you should cease to seek it in sutests which
cannot stand the test of fire. For this reasos dttisurd to suppose that we can make any use efalsg
substances, though the Stone, too, is endowedawitinciple of growth.

If our Stone were a vegetable substance, it wdildel other vegetables, be consumed by fire, leavinly a certain
salt. Ancient writers have, indeed, described dan& as the vegetable Stone. But that name wagstgggto them
by the fact that it grows and increases in sike, & plant.

Know also that animals only multiply after theinkl, and within their own species. Hence our St@reanly be
prepared out of its own seed, from which it wataln the beginning; and hence also you will peredhat the
soul of an animal must not be the subject of testigation. Animals are a class by themselvesgan anything
ever be obtained from them that is not animalsméture. But our Stone, as it has been bequetdhed by the
Ancients, is derived from two things, and one thimgwhich is concealed a third thing. This is theest truth, and
a most faithful saying. For male and female hawenfof old been regarded as one body, not from atereal or
visible consideration, but on account of the ardufithat mutual love which naturally draws themetiger into one;
and as the male and female seed jointly reprebengrinciple of propagation, so also the spernihefrhatter out of
which our Stone is made can be sown and incred$eute are in our substance two supplementary lohdsed,
from which our Stone may be prepared and multiplied

If you are a true lover of our Art, you will cardifuweigh and ponder these words, lest, with otggrhisticators,
you fall into the dangerous pit prepared by the wmm enemy of man. But whence are you to obtainsisl? This
guestion you may most easily answer by asking wuasiother question. What do you want to devetomfthis
seed, and what use do you wish to make of it? Teemebe no doubt, then that it must be the rodirstrsubstance,
of metals, from which all metals derive their onigit is, therefore, necessary that we should nameged to speak
of the generation of the metals.

In the beginning, when the Spirit of God moved uffaface of the waters, and as yet all was inwblmedarkness,
Almighty and Eternal God, Whose beginning and wisdoe from everlasting, by His inscrutable cousehted
heaven and earth, and all that in them is, botbleisnd invisible, out of nothing. How the actopéation was
accomplished | will not attempt to explain. Thisaisnatter which is set forth to us in Holy Scrigtuand must be
apprehended by faith.

To each creature God gave its own seed, wherewiphdpagate its kind, that in this way there miglatays be an
increase of men and animals, plants and metals.\amot to be able to produce new seed: he wggenmitted
to educe new forms of life out of that which alrgatisted. The creating of seed God reserved tosklifinfror if
man could create seed he would be equal to thedtrea

Know that our seed is produced in the following waycelestial influence descends from above, bydiéneree and
ordinance of God, and mingles with the astral praoigs. When this union has taken place, the tviaghfiorth a
third namely, an earth-like substance, which isgthieciple of our seed, of its first source, sotthaan shew an
ancestry, and from which three the elements, saakiader, air, and earth, take their origin. Thdsments work
underground in the form of fire, and there prodwbat Hermes, and all who have preceded me, cathtiee first
principles, viz., the internal soul, the impalpabpérit, and visible bodies, beyond which we camlfho earlier
beginning of our Magistery.

In the course of time these three unite, and aaegéd through the action of fire into a palpablestance, viz.,
quicksilver, sulphur, and salt. If these three tamses be mixed, they are hardened and coaguldted perfect
body, which represents the seed chosen and apgdigtdhe Creator. This is a most important andagetruth. If
the metallic soul, the metallic spirit, and the ati@ form of body be present, there will also betatlic quicksilver,
metallic sulphur, and metallic salt, which togetheake up the perfect metallic body.



If you cannot perceive what you ought to understagrein, you should not devote yourself to the wiofd
philosophy.

Moreover, | tell you in few words, that you canobtain a metallic body except by perfectly jointhgse three
principles into one. Know, also, that all animais,dike man, composed of flesh and blood, and péssess a
vitalizing spirit, but are destitute of the ratibsaul which the Creator gave to man alone. Theegf@hen animals
die, they perish for ever. But when man yields igpnhortal life into the hands of his Creator, hoslisdoes not die.
It returns, and is united to the glorified bodywhich, after the Resurrection, soul and spirit itegether once
more in eternal glory, never to be separated abagughout all eternity.

Hence the rational soul of man makes him an abidiegture, and, though his body may seem to dieygenow
that he will live for ever. For to him death is p@ process of purification, by means of whichd&eéed from his
sins, and translated to another and better plagethBre is no resurrection for the brute beastsabise they have no
rational soul, for which alone our Lord and Savished His blood.

For though a body may be vitalized by a spirit,iyeeed not, therefore, be fixed, unless, indégehssess a
rational soul, that strong bond between body aiiit,sghich represents their union, and resistseftrts to
separate them. Where there is no soul, there i@pe of redemption. Nothing can be perfect orngstiithout a
soul. This is a profound and most important truthich | feel in conscience bound to make known joreaders.
Now, the spirits of metals have this property géfiness in a greater or less degree; they are ondess volatile in
proportion to the mutual fitness of their bodied anuls. A metal that has the three conditionsxefdihess is not
affected by fire or overcome by any other outwagdrd. But there is only one metal that fulfils thesnditions,
namely, gold. Silver also contains fixed mercury & not so quickly volatilised as the imperfectais, but stands
the trial of fire, and yields no food to voracidbaturn.

Amatory Venus is clothed with abundant colour, aedwhole body is one pure tincture, not unlike e colour
which is found in the most precious of metals. Bgtugh her spirit is of good quality, her bodyeapious, and
affords no permanent substratum to the fixed tirgctblence the soul has to share the fate of theriieqt body, and
when the body dies the soul has to leave it. Bahitelling has been destroyed by fire, and it thetit a house
wherein to abide.

Fixed salt has imparted to warlike Mars a hardn fiand durable body, which is evidence of the gesigr of his
soul; nor can fire be said to have much power @vénd if its strength be united to the beauty/eius, | do not
say but that a precious and harmonious result reagbbained. For the phlegmatic or humid qualityhef Moon
may be heated with the ardent blood of Venus, hadlackness of Venus removed with the strongosaitars.
You need not look for our metallic seed among teenents. It need not be sought so far back. Ifgauonly
rectify the Mercury, Sulphur, and Salt (understahdse of the Sages) until the metallic spirit andy are
inseparably joined together by means of the metadiul, you thereby firmly rivet the chain of loxand prepare the
palace for the coronation.

These things represent a liquid key, comparabledaelestial influence, and a dry water joinethtterrestrial
substance: all which are one thing, derived frorméhand two, and one. If you understand this,haue already
attained our Magistery. Then you must join the lamsband wife together that each may feed uponttier's flesh
and blood, and that so they may propagate thegispa thousandfold.

Though | would fain reveal this matter to you mptainly and openly, | am prohibited from doing sothe law of
God, and by the fear of His wrath, and of eteraal the gift of the Most High should be abused.

If, however, you do not understand the theorepeat of my work, perhaps the practical part wilh&eto enlighten
you more fully. I will therefore proceed to shewhdy the help of God, | was enabled to prepareStiome of the
Ancients, and, for your further instruction, | waltld twelve keys, in which | give a figurative asobof our Art.
Take a quantity of the best and finest gold, amésse it into its component parts by those mediekvNature
vouchsafes to those who are lovers of Art, as atoamist dissects the human body. Thus change yaldrogck
into what it was before it became gold; and thaaitdind the seed, the beginning, the middle, dedeind-that from
which our gold and its female principle are derived., the pure and subtle spirit, the spotless,ssnd the astral
salt and balsam. When these three are united, wecallsthem the mercurial liquid: a water which wa@mined
by Mercury, found by him to be pure and spotlessd, therefore espoused by him as his wife. Of trewas born
an incombustible oil; for Mercury became so prauat he hardly knew himself. He put forth eagletiess, and
devoured the slippery tail, of the Dragon, and lelmgled Mars to battle.

Then Mars summoned his horsemen, and bade thewsendercury in prison under the ward of Vulcanjlureg
should be liberated by one of the female sex. Whisrbecame known, the other Planets assembletieddd
deliberation on the question, what would be the Brd wisest course to adopt. When they were ngether,
Saturn first came forward, and delivered himselfcdisws:



"1, Saturn, the greatest of the planets in thmdiment, declare here before you all, that | anrmtbanest and most
unprofitable of all that are here present, thathogly is weak, corruptible, and of a swarthy hue tbhat,
nevertheless, it is | that try you all. For havimgthing that is fixed about me, | carry away witk all that is of a
kindred nature. My wretchedness is entirely caumsethat fickle and inconstant Mercury, by his cassland
neglectful conduct. Therefore, | pray you, let esavenged on him, shut him up in prison, and kéettmere till he
dies and is decomposed, nay, until not a drop®bltod is to be seen.”

Then yellow Jupiter stepped forward, bent his knaedined his sceptre, and with great authoritgddthem carry
out the demand of Saturn. He added that he woultspeveryone who did not aid the execution of sieistence.
Then Mars presented himself, with sword drawnsward that shone with many colours, and gave daaatiful
and unwonted splendour. This sword he gave to #relev Vulcan, and bade him slay Mercury, and bim h
together with his bones, to ashes. This Vulcan eotes to do.

While he was executing his office, there appearbdatiful lady in a long, silver robe, intertisdugith many
waters, who was immediately recognised as the Mitenwife of the Sun. She fell on her knees, arttl sitspread
hands, and flowing tears, besought them to libdratehusband -- the Sun -- from the prison in whiblough the
crafty wiles of Mercury, he was being detained liiyy Planets. But Vulcan refused to listen to heuest] nor was
he softened by the moving prayers of Lady Venus) appeared in a crimson robe, intertissued withattis of
green, and charmed all by the beauty of her coamsmand the fragrance of the flowers which she boher
hand. She interceded with Vulcan, the Judge, irCth@ldee tongue, and reminded him that a womartavefect
the deliverance of the prisoner. But even to heaging he turned a deaf ear.

While they were still speaking the heaven was ogeard there came forth a mighty animal, with mdmousands
of young ones, which drove the warder before it apening its mouth wide, swallowed Venus, its falper, at
the same time exclaiming with a loud voice: " | barn of woman, woman has propagated my seed, @neltith
filled the earth Her soul is devoted to mine, ametéfore | must be nourished with her blood." Wtienanimal had
said these words with a loud voice, it hasteneadl @ntertain chamber, and shut the door behindhitther its
voracious brood followed, drinking of the aforesaidombustible oil, which they digested with theaggest ease,
and thereby became even more numerous than theydesdbefore. This they continued to do until tfiésd the
whole world.

Then the learned men of that country were gathtergether, and strove to discover the true integpiat of all they
had seen. But they were unable to agree until tteemee forward a man of venerable age, with snowks@and
silvery beard, and arrayed in a flowing purple r@yehis head he wore a crown set with brillianbecaucles. His
loins were girded with the girdle of life. His fegere bare, and his words penetrated to the ddgtiedwuman soul.
He mounted the tribune, and bade the assemblw listhim in silence, since he was sent from abowplain to
them the significance of what they had seen.

When perfect silence prevailed, he delivered hifresefollows:

"Awake, O man, and behold the light, lest the dagsndeceive thee! The Gods revealed to me thigmath
profound sleep. Happy is the man who knows thetgvesks of the Divine power. Blessed is he whosesegre
opened to behold light where before they saw dakne

"Two Stars are given by the Gods to man to leadtbigreat wisdom. Gaze steadily upon them, follbeirtlights,
and you will find in them the secret of knowledge.

"The bird Phoenix, from the south, plucks out tkarh of the mighty beast from the east. Give thimahfrom the
east wings, that it may be on an equality withliltd from the south. For the animal from the eassihibe deprived
of its lion's skin, and lose its wings. Then it mpkinge in the salt water of the vast ocean, andrge thence in
renovated beauty. Plunge thy volatile spirits oleap spring whose waters never fail, that they bempme like
their mother, who is hidden therein, and born oé¢h

"Hungary is my native land, the sky and the staesnay habitation, the earth is my spouse. Thouglust die and
be buried, yet Vulcan causes me to be born aneerefdre, Hungary is my native land, and my motmetases
the whole world."

When all that were present had received thesealjisgs, he thus continued:

"Cause that which is above to be below; that wigalisible, to be invisible; and that which is palipe, to become
impalpable. Again, let that which is below becoimat twhich is above; let the invisible become visjland the
impalpable, palpable. Here you see the perfecti@mupArt, without any defect, or diminution. Buitat in which
death and life, destruction and resurrection dviel, round sphere, with which the goddess of fertdrives her
chariot, and imparts the gift of wisdom to men afdGlts proper name here upon earth, and for thealnu
understanding, is ‘All-in-All.'



"Let him who would know what this 'All-in-All" isgive the earth great wings, and make it fly upwardugh the
air to the heavenly regions. Then singe its wingh fierce heat, and make it fall into the Red Sea] there be
drowned. Then dry up the water with fire and dirthie earth reappears, and you will have "All-iti-A

"If you cannot find it in this way, look around upthe things that are in the world. Then you wiidfthe ' All-in-
All," which is the attracting force of all metalscaminerals derived from salt and sulphur, andéviiorn of
Mercury. More | may not say about ' All-in-All,'reie all is comprehended in all.

"My friends, blessed are ye if, by listening to therds of the wise, ye can find this great Stonleictv has power to
cure leprous and imperfect metallic bodies anctenerate them; to preserve men in health, andiggdor them a
long life -- as it has hitherto kept the vital fioerning within me so long that | am weary of liéad yearn to die.
"For His wisdom and mercy, and for the gracioug GHich He has bestowed upon me so long ago, l@amdbto
render God thanks, now and evermore. Amen."

When the old man had thus spoken, he vanishedtfeimnsight.

But all who had heard him went each man to his épaisd meditated on his words by day and by night.

Here follow the Twelve Keys
of Basilius Valentinus, the Benedictine,
with which we may open the doors
of the knowledge of the Most Ancient Stone
and unseal the Most Secret Fountain of Health.

Let my friend know that no impure or spotted thiage useful for our purpose. For there is nothintheir leprous
nature capable of advancing the interests of otiT Aere is much more likelihood of that which igtself good
being spoiled by that which is impure. Everythihgttis obtained from the mines has its value, sniesleed, it is
adulterated. Adulteration, however, spoils its goes$ and its efficacy.

As the physician purges and cleanses the inwatd pathe body, and removes all unhealthy mattembgns of his
medicines, so our metallic substances must beigdigind refined of all foreign matter, in ordeettsure the
success of our task. Therefore, our Masters regurere, immaculate body, that is untainted with faneign
admixture, which admixture is the leprosy of ourtaie

Let the diadem of the King be of pure gold, andhetQueen that is united to him in wedlock be thasad
immaculate.



If you would operate by means of our bodies, takerae grey wolf, which, though on account ofritame it be
subject to the sway of warlike Mars, is by birtle tffspring of ancient Saturn, and is found inthbeys and
mountains of the world, where he roams about sawditeehunger. Cast to him the body of the King, aviten he
has devoured it, burn him entirely to ashes ineagfire. By this process the King will be libemtand when it has
been performed thrice the Lion has overcome thé wob will find nothing more to devour in him. Thour Body
has been rendered fit for the first stage of ourkwo

Know that this is the only right and legitimate wafypurifying our substance: for the Lion purifieignself with the
blood of the wolf, and the tincture of its bloodegs most wonderfully with the tincture of the Li@eeing that the
two liquids are closely akin to each other. Whesltion's hunger is appeased, his spirit becomes powerful
than before, and his eyes glitter like the Sun.iktisrnal essence is now of inestimable valueHerremoving of all
defects, and the healing of all diseases. He isyaat by the ten lepers, who desire to drink hisdiland all that are
tormented with any kind of sickness are refreshigld this blood.

For whoever drinks of this golden fountain, expecis a renovation of his whole nature, a vanishirel
unhealthy matter, a fresh supply of blood, a stiteeging of the heart and of all the vitals, ancdeempanent bracing
of every limb. For it opens all the pores, and tigtothem bears away all that prevents the perfsaittn of the
body, but allows all that is beneficial to remduertein unmolested.

But let my friend be scrupulously careful to presethe fountain of life limpid and clear. If anyatge water be
mixed with it, it is spoiled, and becomes positwigljurious. If it still retain any of the solvemthich has been used
for its dissolution, you must carefully purge if.dfor no corrosive can be of the least use foptiewention of
internal diseases.

When a tree is found to bear sour and unwholesouite ifs branches must be cut off, and scionseatfds trees
grafted upon it. The new branches thereupon beasganically united to the trunk; but though nouediwith its
sap, they thence forward produce good and pled&sant

The King travels through six regions in the heaydinmament, and in the seventh he fixes his abdtiere the
royal palace is adorned with golden tapestry. If ynderstand my meaning, this Key will open thstfiock, and
push back the first bolt; but if you do not, nodpeles or natural eyesight will enable you to ustdand what
follows. But Lucius Papirius has instructed me taotay any more about this Key.

SECOND KEY

In the houses of the great are found various kidkink, of which scarcely two are exactly likeceather in
odour, colour, or taste. For they are preparedgreat variety of different ways. Nevertheless tasyall drunk,
and each is designed for its own special use. Ville®Bun gives out his rays, and sheds them abimpam the
clouds, it is commonly said that he is attractirgfav, and if he do it frequently, and thereby caas® it is called a
fruitful year.

If it be intended to build a palace, the servicesany different craftsmen must be employed, agdeat variety of
materials is required. Otherwise the palace woolthe worthy the name. It is useless to use wooetravhktone is
necessary.



The daily ebb and flow of the sea, which are calgethe sympathetic influence of heavenly bodiegdrt great
wealth and blessing to the earth. For whenevewtter comes rolling back, it brings a blessing \itith

A bride, when she is to be brought forth to be medrris gloriously adorned in a great variety cé@ous garments,
which, by enhancing her beauty, render her pleasahe eyes of the bridegroom. But the rites eflthidal night
she performs without any clothing but that whick sfas arrayed withal at the moment of her birth.

In the same way our bridal pair, Apollo and Diaawa arrayed in splendid attire, and their headsaadikes are
washed with various kinds of water, some stronmeweak, but not one of them exactly like anothad each
designed for its own special purpose. Know thatwiie moisture of the earth ascends in the forenwdpour, it is
condensed in the upper regions, and precipitatéuetearth by its own weight. Thus the earth regtie moisture
of which it had been deprived, and receives sttetaput forth buds and herbs. In the same wayryost
repeatedly distil the water which you have extrddtem the earth, and then again restore it to wauth, as the
water in the Strait of Euripus frequently leaves shore, and then covers it again until it arrizea certain limit.
When thus the palace has been constructed by tits lvd many craftsmen, and the sea of glass hadvalsits
course, and filled the palace with good thingss ieady for the King to enter, and take his sganuthe throne. But
you should notice that the King and his spouse inesjuite naked when they are joined together. Tinest be
stripped of all their glorious apparel, and mustdown together in the same state of nakedneshithwhey were
born, that their seed may not be spoiled by beingdwith any foreign matter.

Let me tell you, in conclusion, that the bath inieththe bridegroom is placed, must consist of twetite kinds of
matter, that purge and rectify each other by me&ascontinued struggle. For it is not good for Bagle to build
her nest on the summit of the Alps, because hengames are thus in great danger of being frozele&adh by the
intense cold that prevails there.

But if you add to the Eagle the icy Dragon that loaig had its habitation upon the rocks, and hawied forth
from the caverns of the earth, and place both theefire, it will elicit from the icy Dragon a figrspirit, which, by
means of its great heat, will consume the winghefEagle, and prepare a perspiring bath of saesdimary a
degree of heat that the snow will melt upon themitrof the mountains, and become a water, with tvhie
invigorating mineral bath may be prepared, andufeet health, life, and strength restored to thegKin

THIRD KEY

By means of water fire may be extinguished, aneriytquenched. If much water be poured upon & liite, the
fire is overcome, and compelled to yield up theorg to the water. In the same way our fiery sulpimust be
overcome by means of our prepared water. But, #feewater has vanished, the fiery life of our bulpus vapour
must triumph, and again obtain the victory. Butsmeh triumph can take place unless the King impasat
strength and potency to his water and tinges h Wis own colour, that thereby he may be consumedacome
invisible, and then again recover his visible fomith a diminution of his simple essence, and aettggment of his
perfection.

A painter can set yellow upon white, and red amson upon yellow; for, though all these colourspesent, yet
the latter prevails on account of its greater istignWhen you have accomplished the same thirayiinArt, you




have before your eyes the light of wisdom, whicimal in the darkness, although it does not burnoko sulphur
does not burn, but nevertheless its brilliancyesrsfar and near. Nor does it colour anything lintias been
prepared, and dyed with its own colour, which értimparts to all weak and imperfect metals. Thiphaur,
however, cannot impart this colour until it havestfiby persevering labour been prevailed upon joralits original
colour. For the weaker does not overcome the stofmyit has to yield the victory to it. The gisttoé whole matter
lies in the fact that the small and weak cannotlzad which is itself small and weak, and a combietsubstance
cannot shield another substance from combustioat Which is to protect another substance agaimsbostion
must itself be safe from danger. The latter musttbenger than the former, that is to say, it nitissif be essentially
incombustible. He, then, who would prepare the tinlgostible sulphur of the Sages, must look for alptsur in a
substance in which it is incombustible -- which cauty be after its body has been absorbed by theea, and
again rejected by it. Then it must be so exalteth @hine more brightly than all the stars of hegand in its
essence it must have an abundance of blood, l&kedtican, which wounds its own breast, and, witlaoy
diminution of its strength, nourishes and rearsnamy young ones with its blood. This Tincture is Rose of our
Masters, of purple hue, called also the red bldatiedDragon, or the purple cloak many times foldétth which
the Queen of Salvation is covered, and by whicimelials are regenerated in colour.

Carefully preserve this splendid mantle, togethigh the astral salt which is joined to this sulphamd screens it
from harm. Add to it a sufficient quantity of thelatility of the bird; then the Cock will swallovhé Fox, and,
having been drowned in the water, and quickeneithéyire, will in its turn be swallowed by the Fox.

FOURTH KEY

All flesh that is derived from the earth, must lBeamposed and again reduced to earth; then tHeyesait
produces a new generation by celestial resusaitafior where there was not first earth, there @andiresurrection
in our Magistery. For in earth is the balm of Natweind the salt of the Sages.

At the end of the world, the world shall be juddmdfire, and all those things that God has madeotiiing shall by
fire be reduced to ashes, from which ashes theri®hieto produce her young. For in the ashes sarsb true and
genuine tartaric substance, which, being dissolw@tienable us to open the strongest bolt of theat chamber.
After the conflagration, there shall be formed wieaven and a new earth, and the new man willdre moble in
his glorified state than he was before.

When the sand and ashes have been well maturetpaned with fire, the glass-blower makes out @fi#ss,
which remains hard and firm in the fire, and inozolresembles a crystal stone. To the uninitiatédis a great
mystery, but not to the master whom long experidrasefamiliarized with the process.

Out of stones the master also prepares lime byitoymhich is very useful for our work- But befoteely are
prepared with fire, they are mere stones. The st be matured and rendered fervent with fird,then it
becomes so potent that few things are to be cordparthe fiery spirit of lime.

By burning anything to ashes you may gain its $ilih this dissolution the sulphur and mercurykept apart, and
restored to its salt, you may once more obtainfdrat which was destroyed by the process of conitusT his
assertion the wise of this world denounce as thatgst folly, and count as a rebellion, saying soah a
transformation would amount to a new creation, thial God has denied such creative power to sinan.rBut the



folly is all on their side. For they do not undersd that our Artist does not claim to create amghbut only to
evolve new things from the seed made ready todnisl by the Creator.
If you do not possess the ashes, you will be uniabddtain our salt; and without our salt you widit be able to
impart to our substance a bodily form; for the adation of all things is produced by salt alone.
As salt is the great preserving principle that gets all things from decay, so the Salt of our Megiy preserves
metal from decomposition and utter annihilatiorthiir Balm were to perish, and the Spirit to lethebody, the
body would be quite dead, and no longer availat@fy good purpose. The metallic spirit would hdeparted,
and would have left its habitation empty, bare, kfietess.
Observe also, thou who art a lover of this Artf the salt that is gained from ashes has greahppt@nd possesses
many concealed virtues. Nevertheless, the satipsafitable, until its inward substance has bedraeied. For the
spirit alone gives strength and life. The bodytself profits nothing. If you know how to find thépirit, you have
the Salt of the Sages, and the incombustible oiicerning which many things have been written leefoy time.

Although many philosophers

Have sought for me with eagerness,
Yet very few succeed at length
In finding out my secret virtue.

FIFTH KEY
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The quickening power of the earth produces allghithat grow forth from it, and he who says thatehrth has no
life makes a statement which is flatly contradidbgdhe most ordinary facts. For what is dead capnaduce life
and growth, seeing that it is devoid of the quiékgrspirit. This spirit is the life and soul thawell in the earth, and
are nourished by heavenly and sidereal influeriéaisall herbs, trees, and roots, and all metalsnainérals,
receive their growth and nutriment from the spfithe earth, which is the spirit of life. This gpis itself fed by
the stars, and is thereby rendered capable of timgarutriment to all things that grow, and of ringsthem as a
mother does her child while it is yet in the woriibe minerals are hidden in the womb of the eant,rourished
by her with the spirit which she receives from adov

Thus the power of growth that | speak of is impaurtet by the earth, but by the life-giving spihit is in it. If the
earth were deserted by this spirit, it would bedjead no longer able to afford nourishment to laimg. For its
sulphur or richness would lack the quickening spiithout which there can be neither life nor growt

Two contrary spirits can scarcely dwell togethen, do they easily combine. For when a thunderbaltds amidst
a tempest of rain, the two spirits, out of whicksiformed, fly from one another with a great shaoki noise, and
circle in the air, so that no one can know or saithver they go, unless the same has been ascettaynexperience
as to the mode in which these spirits manifest.

Know then, gentle Reader, that life is the onletspirit, and that that which the ignorant herdcklapon as dead
may be brought back to permanent, visible, andtsglrlife, if but the spirit be restored to thedyo-- the spirit
which is supported by heavenly nutriment, and aetifrom heavenly, elementary, and earthly subsgnekich
are also called formless matter. Moreover, aslirsits magnet which draws it with the invisiblentis of love, so



our gold has its magnet, viz., the first Mattethwd great Stone. If you understand these my wgaisare richer
and more blessed than the whole world.

Let me conclude this chapter with one more reméafliken a man looks into a mirror, he sees thereiaatefd an
image of himself. If, however, he try to touchhig will find that it is not palpable, and that hesHaid his hand
upon the mirror only. In the same way, the spitiiatt must be evolved from this Matter is visiblet bot palpable.
This spirit is the root of the life of our bodiesd the Mercury of the Philosophers, from whicprispared the
liquid water of our Art - the water which must onoere receive a material form, and be rectifiedri®ans of
certain purifying agents into the most perfect Méaw. For we begin with a firm and palpable bodijch
subsequently becomes a volatile spirit, and a goWagter, without any conversion, from which our &aderive
their principle of life. Ultimately we obtain thadestructible medicine of human and metallic badidsch is fitter
to be known to angels than to men, except suckasisat God's hands in heartfelt prayer, and giseuine proofs
of their gratitude by service rendered to Him, gmtheir needy neighbour.

Hereunto | may add, in conclusion, that one wortageloped from another. First, our Matter showdarefully
purified, then dissolved, destroyed, decomposed reduced to dust and ashes. Thereupon preparéatfeovolatile
spirit, which is white as snow, and another vatasipirit, which is red as blood. These two spirdstain a third,
and are yet but one spirit. Now these are the thp@ds which preserve and multiply life. Theredamite them,
give them the meat and drink that Nature requagd,keep them in a warm chamber until the perfeettt takes
place. Then you will see and experience the viofude gift bestowed upon you by God and Natureow(nalso,
that hitherto my lips have not revealed this sefmreiny one, and that God has endowed naturalasutest with
greater powers than most men are ready to beligpen my mouth God has set a seal, that there rbiglstope for
others after me to write about the wonderful thiafslature, which by the foolish are looked uporuaratural. For
they do not understand that all things are ultitlgataceable to supernatural causes, but neveshele, in this
present state of the world, subject to natural e,

SIXTH KEY

The male without the female is looked upon as baly a body, nor can the female without the maledgarded as
more complete For neither can bring forth fruil@og as it remains alone. But if the two be conilyganited, there
is a perfect body, and their seed is placed innaition in which it can yield increase.

If too much seed be cast into the field, the plamfsede each other's growth, and there can bepedmiit. But if,
on the other hand, too little be sown, weeds spuimgnd choke it.

If a merchant would keep a clear conscience, latdiive just measure to his neighbour. If his measund weight
be not short, he will receive praise from the poor.

In too much water you may easily be drowned; ttitelivater, on the other hand, soon evaporatdseitnéat of the
sun.

If, then, you would attain the longed-for goal, eh& just measure in mixing the liquid substancthefSages, lest
that which is too much overpower that which is litite, and the generation be hindered. For toommadin spoils
the fruit, and too much drought stunts its growtherefore, when Neptune has prepared his bath,ureeast
carefully the exact quantity of permanent waterdeel and let there be neither too little nor tocmu



The twofold fiery male must be fed with a snowy awand then they must mutually slay each otherrastbre
each other to life; and the air of the imprisoniedyf male will occupy three of the four quartergtod world, and
make up three parts of the imprisoned fiery mddat the death-song of the swans may be distinetlydy then the
swan roasted will become food for the King, andfibey King will be seized with great love towartte Queen,
and will take his fill of delight in embracing hemtil they both vanish and coalesce into one body.

It is commonly said that two can overpower onegemly if they have sufficient room for puttingrtb their
strength. Know also that there must come a twofofdl, and a single wind, and that they must furipldow from
the east and from the south. If, when they ceasage, the air has become water, you may be cartfitiat the
spiritual will also be transmuted into a bodilyrforand that our number shall prevail through the &easons in the
fourth part of the sky (after the seven planetshexercised power), and that its course will béegted by the test
of fire in the lowest chamber of our palace, whamtivo shall overpower and consume the third.

For this part of our Magistery skill is neededpnder to divide and compound the substances asgtthat the art
may result in riches, and the balance may not ksdiéa by unequal weights. The sky we speak dfiessky of our
Art, and there must be justly proportioned partswfair and earth, our true water and our palpfige

SEVENTH KEY
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Natural heat preserves the life of man. If his blode its natural heat his life has come to an end.

A moderate degree of natural heat protects aggiastold; an excess of it destroys life. It is netessary that the
substance of the Sun should touch the earth. The&u heat the earth by shedding thereon its vayish are
intensified by reflection. This intermediate agemyguite sufficient to do the work of the Sun, aadnature
everything by coction. The rays of the Sun are teneg with the air by passing through it so as terate by the
medium of the air, as the air operates throughrtedium of the fire.

Earth without water can produce nothing, nor catewquicken anything into growth without earth; asdearth
and water are mutually indispensable in the pradnaif fruit, so fire cannot operate without air,ar without fire.
For fire has no life without air; and without fieér possesses neither heat nor dryness.

When its fruit is about to be matured, the vinend&ain greater need of the Sun's warmth than isphieg; and if
the Sun shine brightly in the autumn, the grapdisbaibetter than if they had not felt his autumwarmth.

In the winter the multitude suppose everythingeéalead, because the earth is bound in the chafngsdf so that
nothing is allowed to sprout forth. But as soonresspring comes, and the cold is vanquished bpakeer of the
Sun, everything is restored to life, the trees laedbs put forth buds, leaves, and blossoms, treralting animals
creep forth from their hiding places, the planteegiut a sweet fragrance, and are adorned witkat gariety of
many coloured flowers; and the summer carries ewtbrk of the spring, by changing its flowers ifttait.

Thus, year by year, the operations of the univarseerformed, until at length it shall be destblg its Creator,
and all the dwellers upon earth shall be restogecbburrection to a glorified life. Then the opéas of earthly
nature shall cease, and the heavenly and etes@msation shall take its place.

When the Sun in the winter pursues his courseviaydrom us, he cannot melt the deep snow. Buténsummer
he approaches nearer to us, the quality of theemiomes more fiery, and the snow melts and isrmatesd by
warmth into water. For that which is weak is alwagspelled to yield to that which is strong.




The same moderate course must be adopted in thedigimen of our Magistery. For it is all importahat the
liquid should not be dried up too quickly, and ttie earth of the Sages should not be melted assleied too
soon, otherwise your fishes would be changed icoopsons. If you would perform our task rightlykéathe
spiritual water, in which the spirit was from theginning, and preserve it in a closely shut chamber the
heavenly city is about to be besieged by earthdg foy ou must, therefore, strongly fortify it withrée impassable
and well-guarded walls, and let the one entrancedieprotected. Then light the lamp of wisdom aeek with it
the gross thing that was lost, shewing only sughtlas is needed. For you must know that the wamadsreptiles
dwell in the cold and humid earth, while man hasgroper habitation upon the face of the earthbtigies of
angels, on the other hand, not being alloyed viftltosimpurity, are injured by no extreme eithetheft or cold.
When man shall have been glorified, his body wéiédbme like the angelic body in this respect. Ifoaeefully
cultivate the life of our souls, we shall be sond &eirs of God, and shall be able to do that whimlv seems
impossible. But this can be effected only by thgrdy up of all water, and the purging of heaven aarth and all
men with fire

EIGHTH KEY

Neither human nor animal bodies can be multipliegropagated without decomposition; the grain dhd a
vegetable seed, when cast into the ground, mustydeefore it can spring up again; moreover, puttefa imparts
life to many worms and other animalculae. The pssad augmentation and quickening is mostly peréatim

[the] earth, while it is caused by spiritual seleabtigh the other elements.

The farmer's wife knows that she cannot hope tainlathickens except through the decomposition eitlyg. If
bread is placed in honeys and suffered to decay,aaa generated; worms are bred in the putrefyoties of men,
horses, and other animals; maggots are also dectlopthe decay of nuts, apples, and pears.

The same thing may be observed in regard to velgeliéh Nettles and other weeds spring up whersuah seed
has ever been sown. This occurs only by putrefaciibe reason is that the soil in such places digmwsed, and,
as it were, impregnated, that it produces thestsfrehich is a result of the properties of sidéiefiuence;
consequently the seed is spiritually produced énghirth, and putrefies in the earth, and by theatipa of the
elements generates corporeal matter accordingetepecies of Nature. Thus the stars and the elemeay
generate new spiritual, and, ultimately, new velgletaeed, by means of putrefaction. But man cacmeatte new
seed; for it is not in his power to order the ofieraof the elements and the essential influenédiseostars. By
natural conditions, however, new plants are geadrsitmply through putrefaction. This fact is noticed by the
farmer, simply because it is a thing that he hasgs been used to, and for which he is unablentbdin
explanation. But you who should know more thanvihigar herd, must search into the causes of thengs,
endeavor to understand how the process of generatio resuscitation is accomplished by means afrdposition,
and how all life is produced out of decay.

Each element is in its turn decomposed and regeteby that which is contained in it. For you shibkthow that
every element contains the three others. In airipnftance, there is fire, water, and earth. Thiedion may appear
incredible, but it is nevertheless true. In likermar, fire includes air, water, and earth, sin¢entise it could
generate nothing. Water contains fire, air, antheéor if it did not, there could be no growth. e same time,




each element is distinct, though each containstiners. All this is: found by distillation in thegaration of the
elements.

In order to rationally prove this to you, who amgéstigating the separation of Nature. and purpmsmderstand the
division of the elements, lest you should think words inventions, and not true, | tell you thagalu distil earth,
you will find that, first of all, there is an es@pf air, which, in its turn, always contains fies, they are both of a
spiritual essence, and exercise an irresistiblaiat@ttraction. In the next place, there issuegmabm the earth,
and the earth, in which is the precious salt, remal itself at the bottom of the vessel.

When water is distilled, air and fire issue frormaibd the water and material earth remain at theimo Again,
when the invisible part of elementary fire is egtesl, you get water and earth by themselves. Noaog of the
three other elements exist without air. It is hattgives to earth its power of production, to fisspower of burning,
to water its power of generating fruit. Again, e consume nothing, nor dry up any moisture, withioat natural
heat which must be imparted to it by fire. For gtleing that is hot and dry contains fire. From thesnsiderations
we conclude that no element can exist without thers, and that in the generation of all thingsehe a mingling
of the four elements. He who states the contranpiwise understands the secrets of Nature, nohéasvestigated
the properties of the elements. For if anythintpibe generated by putrefaction, the process nauastollows: The
earth is first decomposed by the moisture whidoittains; for without moisture, or water, there bamo true
decay; thereupon the decomposed substance is @iadtequickened by the natural heat of fire: fahaiit natural
heat no generation can take place. Again, if thatlwvhas received the spark of life, is to be stimap to motion
and growth, it must be acted upon by air. For witrair, the quickened substance would be chokedsafted in

the germ. Hence it manifestly appears that no teraent can work effectually without the aid of thtbers, and
that all must contribute towards the generatioargfthing. Thus their quickening cooperation takesform of
putrefaction, without which there can be neitheregation, life, nor growth. That there can be ndeu# generation
or resuscitation without the co-operation of therfelements, you may see from the fact that whean\tlad been
formed by the Creator out of earth, there was fieai him, until God breathed into him a living 8piThen the
earth was quickened into motion. In the earth wassalt that is, the Body; the air that was brehth® it was
mercury or the Spirit, and this air imparted to l@rgenuine and temperate heat, which was sulphiireoThen
Adam moved and by his power of motion, shewedtthete had been infused into him a life-giving $pkor as
there is no fire without air so neither is therg air without fire. Water was incorporated with t@rth Thus living
man is an harmonious mixture of the four elemeams; Adam was generated out of earth, water, air fieg, out of
soul, spirit, and body, out of mercury, sulphurd aalt.

In the same way, Eve, our common mother, was atefde her body was built up and formed out of Adabody -
a fact which | wish you particularly to notice.

To return again to putrefaction, O seeker of thejigtery and devotee of philosophy, know that, ke linanner, no
metallic seed can develop, or multiply, unlessshiel seed, by itself alone, and without the intatidun of any
foreign substance, be reduced to a perfect putiefac

The putrefaction of metallic seed must, like thiadaimimal and vegetable seed, take place throughdtaperation of
the four elements. | have already explained thattements themselves are not the seed. But it dayghis time to
be clear to you that the metallic seed which waslpced by the combined operation of heavenly, saeand
elementary essences, and reduced into bodily fionmst, in due course, be corrupted and putrefiechégns of the
elements.

Observe that this seed contains a living volatilieits For when it is distilled, there issues fratnfirst a spirit, and
then that which is less volatile. But when by conéid gentle heat, it is reduced to an acid, thé $pinot so
volatile as it was before. For in the distillatiohthe acid the water issues first, and then tltspnd though the
substance remains the same, its properties hawarigegery different. It is no longer wine, but hasb transmuted
by the putrefaction of gentle heat into an acidatfshich is extracted with wine or its spirit, haislely different
properties and powers from that which is extraetét an acid. For if the crystal of antimony berexted with
wine or the spirit of wine, it causes vomiting atidrrhoea, because it is a poison, and its poisogaality is not
destroyed by the wine. But if it be extracted vatgood distilled acid, it furnishes a beautifulregt of a rich
colour. If the acid be removed by means of thevtry's Bath, and the residuum of yellow powder veasaway,
you obtain a sweet powder which causes no diarfhneas justly regarded as a marvellously beneficiedicine.
This excellent powder is dissolved in a moist plexte a liquid which is profitably employed as adrpass agent in
surgery.

Let me sum up in few words what | have to say. Jiiestance is of heavenly birth, its life is preedripy the stars,
and nourished by the four elements; then it mugsipeand be putrefied; again, by the influencéhefstars, which
works through the elements, it is restored to hfeg becomes once more a heavenly thing that hiaalitation in



the highest region of the firmament. Then you fiiltl that the heavenly has assumed an earthly kady/that the
earthly body has been reduced to a heavenly sudgstan

NINTH KEY

Saturn, who is called the greatest of the plametbe least useful in our Magistery. Neverthel@ds,the chief Key
of the whole Art, howbeit set in the lowest and me= place. Although by its swift flight it haseisto the loftiest
height, far above all other luminaries, its feash@ust be clipped, and itself brought down to tweelst place, from
whence it may once more be raised by putrefactind,the quickening caused by putrefaction, by wihiehblack
is changed to white, and the white to red, ungl glorious colour of the triumphant King has begaiaed.
Therefore, | say that though Saturn may seem tkst\thing in the world, yet it has such power affficacy that if
its precious essence, which is excessively coldeteced to a metallic body by being deprived i ilatility, it
becomes as corporeal as, but far more fixed thatori$sitself. This transmutation is begun, contohuend
completed with Mercury, sulphur, and salt. This sdem unintelligible to many, and it certainly doeake an
extraordinary demand upon the mental facultiesthatt must be so because the substance is withirettch of
everyone, and there is no other way of keepinghapivinely ordained difference between rich andrpo

In the preparation of Saturn there appears a geeagty of different colours; and you must expecbbserve
successively black, grey, white, yellow, red, athdhe different intermediate shades. In the sarag,khe Matter of
all the Sages passes through the several var@dteedour, and may be said to change its appearanoéten as a
new gate of entrance is opened to the fire.

The King shares his royal dignity with noble Venasd appears in splendid state, surrounded bii@Hlignitaries
of his court. Before him is borne a beautiful crim$anner, in which there is an embroidered reptatien of
Charity in green garments. Saturn is the prefeth@foyal household, and in front of him Astronob@ars a black
standard, with a representation of Faith in yellowd red garments.

Jupiter is the Grand Marshal, and is preceded tignaer of grey colour, borne by Rhetoric, and agidmith a
variegated representation of Hope.

Mars is at the head of military affairs, and exesttis office with a certain fiery ardour. Geometayries before
him a crimson banner, on which you may behold Cgelia a crimson cloak. Mercury holds the office of
Chancellor; Arithmetic is his standard bearer, hiscstandard is of many colours; on it may be olesethe figure
of Temperance in a many coloured robe.

The Sun is Vice-Regent, and is preceded by Gramearjng a yellow banner, on which Justice is regméed in a
golden robe Though Venus seems to cast him intstithde by the gorgeous magnificence of her appearae
really possesses more power in the kingdom than she

Before the Moon, Dialectic bears a shining silventer, with the figure of Prudence wrought intim isky-blue,
and because the husband of the Moon is dead, Hedmagerred to her his task of resisting the datiim of Queen
Venus. For among all these there is enmity, ang éine all striving to supplant each other. Inddgbd,tendency of
events is to give the highest place to the mostlee and the most deserving. For the preserg sfahings is
passing away, and a new world is about to be aleatel one Planet is devouring another spiritualtyil only the
strongest survive.



Let me tell you allegorically that you must putdrthe heavenly Balance the Ram, Bull, Cancer, Sanyand
Goat. In the other scale of the Balance you mustepthe Twins, the Archer, the Water-bearer, aad/ihgin. Then
let the Lion jump into the Virgin's lap, which withuse the other scale to kick the beam. Thereugbiie signs of
the Zodiac enter into opposition to the Pleiadsl, when all the colours of the world have shewn thelues, let
there be a conjunction and union between the ggeatel the smallest, and the smallest and theegteat
If the whole world's nature
Were seen in one figure,
And nothing could be evolved by Art,
Nothing wonderful would be found in the Universe,
And Nature would have nothing to tell us.
For which let us laud and praise God.

TENTH KEY

NATVS s5vM £Xx HERMOGENE.

In our Stone, as composed by me and by those wimlbag preceded me, are contained all elementsiagral
and metallic forms, and all the qualities and prtpe of the whole world. In it we find most powalrhatural heat,
by which the icy body of Saturn is gently transnauitgo the best gold. It contains also a high degrecold, which
tempers the fervent heat of Venus, and coagulageemercury, which is thereby also changed intditrest gold.
All these properties slumber in the substance ofStane, and are developed, perfected, and mahyrédae gentle
coction of natural fire, until they have attainédit highest perfection. If the fruit of a tree flacked before it is
ripe, it is unfit for use; and if the potter fadl harden his vessels in the fire, they cannot bgl@mad for any good
purpose.

In the same way you must exercise considerablenpaiin preparing our Elixir, if it is to becométhalat you wish
it to become. No fruit can grow from a flower tiais been plucked before the time. He who is irgteat a hurry,
can bring nothing to perfection, but is almost gorepoil that which he has in hand. Remember,, tthext if our
Stone be not sufficiently matured, it will not bi@leto bring anything to maturity.

The substance is dissolved in a bath, and its pautsited by putrefaction. In ashes it blossomshénform of sand
all its excessive moisture is dried up. Maturityl dixity are obtained by living fire. The work doest actually take
place in the Bath of St. Mary, in horse- dung,shes, or in sand, but the grades and regimen diréhproceed
after the degrees which are represented by thes&idme is prepared in an empty furnace, witheefoid line of
circumvallation, in a tightly closed chamber. Isighjected to continued coction, till all moistamed clouds are
driven off, and the King attains to indestructifileedness, and is no longer liable to any dangénjary, because
he has become unconquerable. Let me express myingeara somewhat different manner. When you have
dissolved your earth with your water, dry up thdewxavith its own inward fire. Then the air will tathe new life
into the body, and you will have that which canydmé regarded as that Great Stone which in a sginhanner
pervades human and metallic bodies, and is theetsavand immaculate Medicine, since it drivestbat which is
bad, and preserves that which is good, and isrfaling corrective of all imperfect or diseasedbstances. This



Tincture Is of a colour intermediate between red jpurple, with something of a granite hue, andjitscific weight
is very considerable.

Whoever gains possession of this Stone, shoulidethole life he an expression of his gratitudeaams God in
practical kindness towards his suffering brethtkat after obtaining God's greatest earthly gétnay hereafter
inherit eternal life. Praise be unto God everlagyirior this His inestimable gift.

ELEVENTH KEY
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The eleventh Key to the Knowledge of the augmemtadif our Stone, | will put before you in the fooha parable.
There lived in the East a gilded knight, named @ush who was possessed of immense wealth, andvbagthéng
that heart can wish. He had taken to wife his oistes Euridice, who did not, however, bear him ahijdren. This
he regarded as the punishment of his sin in hawigdded his own sister, and was instant in pray&dd both by
day and by night, that the curse might be takem finam.

One night, when he was buried in a deep sleepe tteame to him a certain winged messenger, nameebRlpwho
touched his feet, which were very hot, and saithdu noble knight, since thou hast wandered thraughy cities
and kingdoms, and suffered many things at seaatiteband in the lists, the heavenly Father hdddas me make
known to thee the following means of obtaining pingtyer: Take blood from thy right side, and frore téft side of
thy spouse. For this blood is the heart's bloogbof parents, and though it may seem to be of twdsg vet, in
reality, it is only one. Mix the two kinds of blopdnd keep the mixture tightly enclosed in the globthe seven
wise Masters There that which is generated wilhberished with its own flesh and blood, and wilhgaete its
course of development when the Moon has changetthdogighth time If thou repeat this process agaih again,
thou shalt see children's children, and the offepdf thy body shall fill the world."

When Phoebus had thus spoken, he winged his fliggirenward. In the morning the knight arose andtdid
bidding of the celestial messenger, and God gatéicand to his wife many children, who inheritedit father's
glory, wealth, and knightly honours from generatiomgeneration.

If you are wise, my son, you will find the interpagon of my parable. If you do not understanésggribe the blame
not to me, but to your own ignorance. | may notrexp myself more explicitly; indeed, | have revdalee matter
in a more plain and straightforward manner thananyy predecessors. 1 have concealed nothingif aiod will
but remove the veil of ignorance from your eyesy wadll behold that which many have sought and fewnd.



TWELFTH KEY

If an athlete know not the use of his sword, hehmag well be without it; and if another warrioatlis skilled in the
use of that weapon come against him, the firskéstb fare badly. For he that has knowledge anmkg&nce on his
side, must carry off the victory.

In the same way, he that possesses this tinctytthebgrace of Almighty God, and is unacquaintethvts uses,
might as well not have it at all. Therefore thiglfth and last Key must serve to open up to yowses of this
Stone. In dealing with this part of the Subjectill drop my parabolic and figurative style, andiplg set forth all
that is to be known. When the Medicine and Storalldhe Sages has been perfectly prepared otedftie
virgin's milk, take one part of it to three parfdtee best gold purged and refined with antimohg, gold being
previously beaten into plates of the greatest ptessiinness. Put the whole into a smelting potsutglect it to the
action of a gentle fire for twelve hours, thenitdte melted for three days and three nights more.

For without the ferment of gold no one can compgbseStone or develop the tinging virtue. For theeaas very
subtle and penetrating if it be fermented and joiwéh a ferment like unto itself: then the preghtiacture has the
power of entering into other bodies, and operdtiegein. Take then one part of the prepared ferriegribe tinging
of a thousand parts of molten metal, and then yiidearn in all faith and truth that it shall béanged into the
only good and fixed gold. For one body takes pagsaof the other; even if it be unlike to it, netheless, through
the strength and potency added to it, it is conepeib be assimilated to the same, since like denvigin from like.
Whoever uses this as a medium shall find whithervistibules of the palace lead, and there is mgttdmparable
to the subtlety thereof. He shall possess alllipakforming all things whatsoever which are pbksunder the sun.
O principle of the prime principle, consider thale® end of the final end, consider the beginnidgd be this
medium commended unto your faithful care, wheréso &od the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, shall give you
whatsoever you need both in soul and body.

Concerning the First Matter of the Philosophical Sone

Seek for that Stone which has no fleshly naturéphitiof which a volatile fire is extracted, wheradso this stone is
made, being composed of white and red. It is aestand no stone; therein Nature alone operateguitdin flows
from it. The fixed part submerges its father, abswy it, body and life, until the soul is returneedit. And the
volatile mother like to him, is produced in her olingdom; and he by his virtue and power receiveaigr
strength. The volatile mother when prepared sugsadge sun in summer. Thus the father by meansilobv was
produced from the spirit. Body, soul, and spiriisein both, whence the whole matter proceedsidegeds from
one, and is one matter. Bind together the fixedtaedsolatile; they are two, and three, and yetamig. If you do
not understand you will attain nothing. Adam was ibath -- wherein Venus found her like, which ththaged
Dragon had prepared when his strength was deséritimgl here is nothing, says the Philosopher, sageuble
mercury; | say that no other matter has been nabiedsed is he who understands it. Seek thereihbamot

weary; the result justifies the labour.




A short Appendix and clear Resumption of the foregmg Tract concerning the
Great Stone of the Ancient Sages

I, Basil Valentine, brother of the Benedictine Qrdio testify that | have written this little bookherein, after the
manner of the Ancients, | have philosophically aaded how this most rare treasure may be acquirdeekeby the
true Sages did prolong life unto its furthest limit

But, notwithstanding that my conscience doth beamitness in the sight of the Most High, before wihall
concealed matters are laid bare, that | have writtefalsehood, but have so exposed the truthuti@derstanding
men can require no further light (that which iglldown in the theoretical part being borne out @mafirmed by the
practice of the Twelve Keys), yet have | been ingekby various considerations to demonstrate bdyoatar way
what | have written in the said treatise, and ttast further light thereon, whereby also the lafahe desired
wisdom may obtain an increased illumination for finiéilment of his desire There are many who wilnsider that |
am speaking too openly, and will hold me answer&di¢he wickedness that they think will follow, tdet them
rest assured that it will be sufficiently difficultotwithstanding, for any thick-headed personiénid what they seek
herein. At the same time the matter shall be méehe ¢o the elect. Hearken then, thou followerroftt, to these my
words, and so shalt thou find the true way !
Behold, | write nothing more than | am willing told by after my death and resurrection! Do thothfaily and
simply lay to heart this shorter way, as hereinmadtehibited, for my words are grounded in simplicand my
teaching is not confused by a labyrinth of language
| have already indicated that all things are coutgtd of three essences - namely, mercury, sul@imar salt - and
herein | have taught what is true. But know that&tone is composed out of one, two, three, foud fave. Out of
five - that is, the quintessence of its own sulb=ta®ut of four, by which we must understand the fdements.
Out of three, and these are the three principledl tiings. Out of two, for the mercurial substamne twofold. Out
of one, and this is the first essence of everythihgch emanated from the primal fiat of creation.
But many may by all these discourses be renderabtfid in mind as to what they must start with, asdto the
consequent theory. So | will, in the first plageeak very briefly concerning Mercury, secondly aanming Sulphur,
thirdly concerning Salt; for these are the essefithe Matter of our Stone.
In the first place, you must know that no ordinqujcksilver is useful, but our quicksilver is prada from the best
metal by the spagyric art, pure, subtle, clear,gistening, like a spring, pellucid even as cridtae from all
dross. Hence make water or combustible oil. Forddigrwas in the beginning water, and herein all3hges agree
with my dictum and teaching In this oil of Mercutissolve its own Mercury, from which the water imegtion was
made, and precipitate the Mercury with its own dlien we have a twofold mercurial substance; butmast
know that gold must first be dissolved in a certaater, as explained in my second Key, after théipation
described in the first Key, and must be reduceal ansubtle calx, as is mentioned in the fourth Kégxt, this calx
must be sublimated by the spirit of salt, agaircipieated, and by reverberation reduced into aleyimwder. Then
its own sulphur can more easily enter into its tase, and have great friendship with the samehfgy have a
wondrous love towards each other. Thus you haveststances in one, and it is called Mercury of3ages, but
is yet a single substance, which is the first farme

Now follows concerning Sulphur

Seek your Mercury in a similar metal. Then when ioaw how to extract the metal from its body byificaition,
the destruction of the first Mars, and reverbergtigithout the use of any corrosive (the methodahg which |
have indicated in my third Key) -- you must dissothiat Mercury in its own blood out of which it wamde before
it became fixed (as indicated in the sixth Key)] gou have then nourished and dissolved the tamediith the
blood of the green lion. For the fixed blood of fRed Lion has been made out of the volatile blddith® Green
Lion; hence, they are of one nature, and the udfixeod again renders that which is volatile fixadd the fixed
blood in its turn fixes that which is volatile, iasvas before its solution. Then foster it in gertieat, until the whole
of the mercury is dissolved, and you obtain the@sdderment (by nourishing the fixed sulphur witlattwhich is
not fixed), as all Sages unite with me in testifyiAfterwards this becomes, by sublimation wittrispif wine, of a
blood-red colour, and is called potable gold.

Now | will also give my Opinion respecting the Salof the Sages

The effect of "salt" is to fix or volatilize, acating as it is prepared and used. For the spitihefsalt of tartar, if
extracted by itself without any addition, has poveerender all metals volatile by dissolution andrpfaction, and
to dissolve quick or liquid silver into the true roery, as my practical directions shew.



Salt of tartar by itself is a powerful fixative, fiaularly if the heat of quicklime be incorporatedth it. For these
two substances are singularly efficacious in praupéixation.

In the same way, the vegetable salt of wine fixebwlatilizes according to the manner of its pragian. Its use is
one of the arcana of Nature, and a miracle of thlegopher's art. When a man drinks wine, there beagained
from his urine a clear salt, which is volatile, aedders other fixed substances volatile, causiamtto rise with it
in the alembic. But the same does not fix. If a rdeank nothing but wine, yet for all that the sditained from his
urine would have a different property from thatrgal out of the lees of wine. For it has undergookeanical
change in the human body, having become transnfikdata vegetable into an animal salt -- just asésithat feed
on oats, straw, etc., change those vegetable suesténto flesh and fat, while the bee preparegyont of the
precious juices of flowers and herbs.

The great change which takes place in these amdl stibstances is due to putrefaction, which sepmeatd
transmutes the constituent elements.

The common spirit of salt, which is extracted adaug to the direction given in my last declaratidrihere be
added to it a small quantity of the "spirit of theagon," dissolves, volatilizes, and raises togettith itself in the
alembic, gold and silver; just as the "eagle," thgewith the spirit of the dragon (which is fouindstony places),
before the spirit is separated from its body, i€immore powerful in producing fixation than voleyil

This | also say, that if the spirit of common d@tjoined to the spirit of wine, and distilled ttiger with it, it
becomes sweet, and loses its acidity. This prepspii does not dissolve gold bodily, but if it peured on
prepared calx of gold, it extracts the essencesafdlour and redness. If this be rightly donegduces the white
and pure moon to the colour of that body from whiakas itself extracted. The old body may alsceree back its
former colour through the love of alluring Venusirh whose blood it, in the first instance, derivtscorigin.

But observe, likewise, that the spirit of salt adstroys the moon, and reduces it to a spiritsséece, according to
my teaching, out of which the " potable moon " n@yprepared. This spirit of the moon belongs tcsthigt of the
sun, as the female answers to the male, by thdatigruor conjunction of the spirit of mercury ¢s Dil.

The spirit lies hid in mercury, the colour you mesek in sulphur, and their coagulation in sa#ntljou have three
things which together are capable of once morergting a perfect thing. The spirit is fermentedtia gold with its
own proper oil; the sulphur is found in abundancthe property of precious Venus. This kindlesfiked blood
which is sprung from it, the spirit of the salttbhé Sages imparts strength and firmness, thougspihn of tartar
and the spirit of urine together with true vinedaaye great virtue. For the spirit of vinegar itd¢c@and the spirit of
lime is intensely hot, and thus the two spiritsfartend to be of opposite natures. | do not heralspecording to the
customary manner of the Sages. But | must not@appenly how the inner gates are to be unlocked.

In bidding farewell, let me impart to you a faithfword. Seek your material in a metallic substafideence prepare
mercury. This ferment with the mercury of its owloper sulphur, and coagulate them with salt. Dikgim
together; mix all according to weight. Then youlwlbtain one thing, consisting of elements spruongifone thing.
Coagulate and fix it by means of continuous warrftiereupon augment and ferment it a third timepating to
the teaching of my two last Keys, and you will fitheé object and goal of your desire. The usesefTihcture are
set forth plainly in my twelfth Key.

Thanks be to God.

As a parting kindness to you, | am constraineddi that the spirit may also be extracted from bl&akurn and
benevolent Jupiter. When it has been reduced ¥eeatwil, we have a means of robbing the commatridiq
quicksilver of its vivacity, or rendering it firrmd solid, as is also set forth in my book.

Postscript

When you have thus obtained the material, the regiaf the fire is the only thing on which you ndexstow much
attention. This is the sum and the goal of ouraedfor our fire is a common fire, and our furnaceommon
furnace. And though some of my predecessors héivie ile writing that our fire is not common firé may tell you
that it was only one of their devices for hiding timysteries of our Art. For the material is commam its

treatment consists chiefly in the proper adjustnoéiie heat to which it is exposed.
The fire of a spirit lamp is useless for our pugdsor is there any profit in "horse-dung,” nothe other kinds of
heat in the providing of which so much expensadsiired.
Neither do we want many kinds of furnaces. Onlytbhueefold furnace affords facilities for properggulating the
heat of the fire. Therefore do not let any babbBoghist induce you to set up a great variety peesive furnaces.
Our furnace is cheap, our fire is cheap, and ouena is cheap - and he who has the materialalglb find a
furnace in which to prepare it, just as he whoflag will not be at a loss for an oven in whichnifly be baked. It



is unnecessary to write a special book concertirsgpart of the subject. You cannot go wrong, smlas you
observe the proper degree of heat, which holdsdalmplace between hot and cold. If you discovis; §ou are in
possession of the secret, and can practise théoAmyshich the CREATOR of all nature be praised Mavithout

end. AMEN.

Michael Maier - A Subtle Allegory

This allegory was included in Book 12 of Maie®'gmbola aurese mensae duodecim natiorferankfurt, 1617. It
was later included in thlusaeum hermeticum

A Subtle Allegory
concerning the Secrets of Alchemy
very useful to possess
and pleasant to read.

By Michael Maier
The Secrets of Alchemy

After spending the best part of my life in the stwd the liberal arts and sciences, and in the ammwf wise men
and judicious scholars, | was compelled, as theltre§ my observation of mankind, to arrive at thelancholy
conclusion that the hearts of most persons areithetr on ambitious and vainglorious projects, enssial
pleasures, or on the accumulation of wealth bgrad any means; and that few care either for Gddrorirtue. At
first | did not quite know whether to become a glikeof the laughing or of the weeping philosoptwrwhether to
join in the exclamation of the wise Prince of I4rdall things are vanity." But at length the Bibénd experience
taught me to take refuge in the study of the hidsknrets of Nature, whether pursued at home, bysnefabooks
or abroad, in the Great Volume of the World. Ndwe more | drank of the mighty fount of knowleddee thore
painfully my thirst, like that of Tantalus, seentedncrease. | had heard that there was a biréad&hoenix, the
only one of its kind in the whole world, whose fegts and flesh constitute the great and glorioudicimes for all
passion, pain, and sorrow; which also Helena, &fereturn from Troy, had presented in the forma dfaught to
Telemachus, who thereupon had forgotten all hioger and troubles. This bird | could not indeedédntpobtain
entire, but | was seized with an irresistible larggio become possessed of at least one of itseshétlathers; and
for this unspeakable privilege | was prepared tngpall my substance, to travel far and wide, anehtdure every
hardship. There was, of course, much to discounageSome people denied the very existence of tids dithers
laughed at my faith in its wonder-working propestiewas thus brought for a time to regard all thatitus, Pliny,
and all other writers have said as fabulous, ardbtdt whether, after all, the different narcotesl opiates were
not a better remedy for anger and sorrow thanuppased virtues of the Phoenix. Moreover, | haddeéthe
simple method of curing these mental ailments ssiggeby a certain wise man to Augustus, whom he baial
through the twenty-four letters before saying aimgtwhenever he was angry; and this suggestionaapgeo
supersede all other remedies. | had also readatblestnf those moral philosophers who undertaked¢sgibe an
effective remedy for every disease of the mind. &tdr giving all these boasted specifics a fadl tt found, to my
dismay, that they were of little practical usemany cases, the causes of mental maladies appedrednaterial,
and to consist in an excess or defect of the bilef some other bodily substance; in all thesesasmedical
treatment seemed to be indicated; whence Galennptimee among physicians, was led to believe ¢hatacter
depends on temperaments of the body. As a soldigri@se all his bravery and strength by being s@and
confined in a close prison, so even a good perspnyield to anger, simply through some vicious habbody.
This opinion is most reasonable in itself, anddsnle out, amongst other things, by the testimonighwis given by
Arnold of Villanova, in that book of his where hets forth the virtues of all medicines by meantabfes of the
four qualities: "The medicines that conduce toliattual excellence are those which strengtherdipestion, and
nourish the brain and the principal vitals, purging all superfluities, purifying the blood. ancepenting the ascent
of vapours to the brain; hence you will find thaamy medical writers speak of their medicines asipetive of a
direct effect upon the mind, when it is only througe medium of the stomach, the brain, the bltioalJiver, etc.,
that they tend to brighten the intellectual fa@dfiby improving the general health of the brain quickening all



processes of the body, that you may say they aduptive of joy, because they tend to strengthercttief limbs,
purify the blood, and produce good animal spither medicines "lead to Paradise," as they disfiwsbeart to
charity and to every good work. by their action mploe blood. Some medicinal herbs have the powekdifing
love, by increasing and clarifying the blood, ahds quickening the sexual instinct; while other&kenmen chaste
and religious, by inducing poverty and frigidity lmbod, and taking away the edge of all sensuagtitep In the
same way, it is possible, by means of certain drisgsmake men stupid and insane, as men are rehdalieand
stolid by drinking, too much wine. You may alsoinet sometimes, that after eating a certain kinfboél, men
become light-hearted, joyous, and inclined to daragsing- though they are ordinarily staid and/gnaersons --
while other kinds of food have a contrary effecomphem. Thus, a physician has power to make artiliszal, a
chaste person lascivious, a timid person bold, lsitop changing the complexion of his vital juic&ich are the
wonderful secrets of the medical Art, though ofrseu they are hidden from the foolish and the ignbrThere are
a great many infatuated persons who will not belihat medicine can do anything but cure a heagéciisuch
people know little of the resources of this scierntippocrates forbad the physicians whom he tatghgveal these
secrets; and it was a wise prohibition." A littlether on the same writer says: " What medicinepraduce greater
heat than anger? or chill the body more than feaifivigorate the nerves more thoroughly than joyRourish and
comfort more gently than hope? And what more certaiuise of death is there than despair?" Theshangords of
the philosopher, and they shew that medicine ngugh the body, cure the mind, and thus suppgneedy for
anger as well as other mental disturbances. luesthat if there is a remedy for anger, it wouhdthe present state
of the world, hardly be very highly esteemed. Stiould calm the passions of individuals, althbugher persons
might not recognise its value. But that which menmbt care to have just now, may one day be iatgtemand.
Such is the vicissitude of all things human. Galeoe said that the savages of England and Germare/ as
hostile to the science of Medicine as they wereiignt of it. But now the descendants of Galen'siwtgmen are
sunk in barbarism, while the English and Germaggfa most skilful physicians in the world. Thuséems very
likely that this Remedy may be one day in greatiest} especially when we consider its vast utitityd the
innumerable evils which anger brings upon men.
What has been said about anger applies with eques to grief; for while the symptoms of anger an@re or less
mental, those of grief produce a more perceptibtelasting effect on the body. This great Remedyafger and
grief, then, it would be most desirable to haveyéfcould only find the Phoenix which affords ithérfe shall | look
for it? Where shall | enquire after it? Whom shalkk? | determined to go abroad, and to searct fitirl should
have found it. Fortune assists the brave: to ttelent and idle knowledge never comes. | would éezy native
country-dearly as | love it, and sadly as | shaulds my friends -- and wander from land to landlurghould be
able to return with the eagerly coveted Medicink baginnings are difficult: he who has never bead, cannot
rejoice; he who has never erred, cannot be brcaaytk to the right way; and as the Chemists sayet@fs in
Alchemy a certain noble body, which is moved fromister to master. whose beginning is misery anchessr
whose end is sweetness and joy." So | expecteddore hardships, and go through bitter experierméd, also
expected them to be crowned with the delights o€sss. Of the existence of the Phoenix | had nbtdou | could
not have looked for it. It is enough for me to #ee Sun and its rays, even though | cannot toyemd perhaps it is
as well for us that we cannot get so very cloghéoSun. But as to this Medicine which | seek; lvam | have a
perfect knowledge of it before | see and touclHit® can | become a Master before | have been da¢hthe
products of all countries are not the same; antiggey | may learn in one part of the world whatrirea get to
know in another. Moreover, | asked myself the goasiCan a pilgrim's life hurt any one? Are we abtpilgrims
here below to that land whither our Saviour Chnss$ gone before? And is not the example of peratipim set us
by the swallow, the herald of spring by the crahe,stork, and other birds of passage? Does nattioée world lie
open before man as the air is everywhere accegsiblieds? Great Phoebus himself, the god of the purneys
day by day over the wide expanse of the sky. Tlatled man beats and pulsates in his bosom frorfirgteto the
last hour of his life; and being surrounded bytladise models and examples, it is natural for maeao the life of a
pilgrim, particularly if that pilgrimage be directéowards a certain goal. The merchant travels lawet and sea to
buy the produce of distant climes; but a nobleraimendise by far are science and knowledge, whiehher wares
of the mind. He who stays at home will there bugythlents, and get to know little about the secoéthe universe
Moreover, it is both pleasant to travel and honbler#o be always several hours' journey in advafitke Sun.
That which is most spiritual is most swift in itoaements, while the lifeless earth alone is imméxabhe other
three elements are in perpetual motion: the aiepa@ver the earth in the shape of winds, hurreane gales; fire
devours everything before it as it rushes onwartiénconflagration of a great city; water runs glamrivers and
mighty streams, and hastes to reach the sea. lasasook up and behold the heavens as they nmotheir glory.
The stars, the sun, and the moon know the timeseasbns of their rising and setting. A cannon balrojected
from one of our most powerful guns, would be mdwanteight days in making the compass of the wavhddh is



more than 25,000 miles); but the Sun, notwithstagdtis vast size, accomplishes the same distarn24 hours. It
would make our thoughts reel if we strove to reali®e velocity with which Saturn moves round the,Snd with
which the heavens revolve round their own axis. @atter still, and far more wonderful, is the gshbeEhuman
thought, which, in a moment of time, travels froneend of the heavens to the other. We may belietehe
angels, as spiritual beings, move with the quickrigghat which is spiritual in man, viz. thougBtod alone does
not move; for He is everywhere. For all these raasbconceived that it would be both interestiplgasant,
honourable, and eminently profitable for me todullthe example of the whole world, and to underiake
pilgrimage for the purpose of discovering this werfdl bird Phoenix. | therefore braced myself fdoag journey,
determining to travel. first, through all the cougs of Europe, then, if necessary, to Americantleeto Asia, and at
last to pass on to Africa. If, after carefully sg@ng for the Phoenix in all these parts of theldjdrdid not succeed
in finding it or hearing of it, | might reasonatdive up all hopes of ever setting eyes thereon.pléie of my
journey was determined by the relative qualityhef €lements which the different parts of the woeldresent, i.e.,
Europe stands for earth, America for water, Asraafo, and Africa for fire; and earth cannot becaaireexcept
through the medium of water; nor can water becdreeeikcept through the medium of air. | determirtedn, to go
first to Europe, which represents the grossest|astdo Africa, which represents the most subenent. But my
reasons will be set forth more clearly as | comspeak of the different parts of the world.
EUROPE: EARTH
I left my native town on the day of the vernal egpx, when the Moon and Sun were both in the sighrigs, with
the intention of first travelling through Europ@&dato enquire everywhere after the Phoenix. | tBakope to
represent the element Earth, because earth foerfetindation of all the ether elements, and staatisbove the
water, so Europe is the mother of the whole watd] though smaller than other continents, is vastperior to
them through the courage, energy, and mental strexidts inhabitants. Some say that one handf@aoth gives
ten handfuls of water, a hundred handfuls of aid athousand handfuls of fire; and this is thatred¢ importance
of the different continents, if Europe answersdale Europe has produced the bravest warriorsttenchost
distinguished conquerors; and though she has sdbather continents, she has herself never beengategd by
them. Of the four great world empires, only one ¥easmded by an Asiatic prince; the Macedonian,Rleenan, and
the Teutonic Empires, have all had their centrdsurope. Alexander the Great and Julius Caesar amamng her
sons. If we look at a map of Europe we may eaglggive that in shape this part of the world redema virgin;
but her heart is that of a lion. For these reasbdstermined to travel first through this Virgiioln, because it
clearly corresponds to the fundamental elementhear
Europe is a Virgin because of her beauty and spoplerity; a Lion because she has conquered otgrbas never
herself been conquered. Among the heavenly boldéeSun answers to Europe, and among the metatk, o
though she produces little gold, and the sun shipes her with less fierceness than on Africa,spet is worthy of
being compared to the Sun and gold because oftt@lence of her people, though a few years aga swee real
lions were born in Germany, yet we call her a Lemenly on account of her stoutness of heart. Eui®fhe
Mother of the World, and Germany is her heart.
Nor is Europe without her marvels. In Pannoni&s feported, men live in compact stone houses undesr. The
hot springs of Carlsbad, it is said, are hardengzlstones. On the coasts of Prussia, a transpandntellucid stone
(amber), formed out of subterraneous vegetableguis cast ashore in large quantities. | do nottime the coral
of the Sicilian sea, which, originally a plant, tians outside water into a white or red tree ofeston the sealed
earth of Germany and Silesia... Europe then, iditve Earth This expression is for those who hear not witirth
ears only but also with their brains, it is earthiaf resists the fire, like gold, and is not regohinto air. Like the
boundary pillar of the gods of old, it "yields tore." Hence Europe (the gold of the universe) sdahevery
place in which | should be most likely to heartd Phoenix and its Medicines But most of those whaomet
laughed at my quest, and said that, like Narcidsuad fallen in love with the shadow of my own ahitthe echo of
my vain and ambitious thoughts, which had no sutisteexistence apart from my own folly. "The womfshe
Alchemists," said they, " are like clouds: they nmagan and represent anything, according to the/fahhim who
hears them. And even if there were such a medibimman life is too brief for the search, all thagkas life worth
living will have to be neglected and thrust asidélevyou are engaged in hunting after it. If we pé&ak up a
knowledge of this secret casually, and whilst dienpourselves to other pursuits, well; but if neg can very ill
spare the time for a closer search." These objec{jat least the latter half of them) | met asofelt: "The quest of
this Medicine demands the whole powers of a masdy land mind. He who engages in it only casualiynot
hope to penetrate even the outward rind of knovdedte object of our search is a profound secnet,saman who
is not prepared to give himself wholly to this emmginad much better abstain from it altogetheeddily
acknowledge that the powers of my mind are not ssscto justify me in anticipating success. Butgpiit within
me impels me to undertake this search; and | arfidan that God will at the last reward my patienaed my



humble waiting upon Him. As every King loves hise@u, as every bridegroom is devoted to his briol¢ regard
this science as more beautiful and lovely thantdngtelse in the world besides Now, beautiful tsiage hard to
win, and hard toil is the way to all that is graatl glorious." This was the gist of my answer. Ndwd already
travelled through a great part of Europe, wherduored to me that Italy and Spain are constandytioned by the
Ancients as the great seats of secret knowledgkl tirerefore directed my steps thitherward. Ini§peard that
some Arabs (Geber, Avicenna, and others) had liverk a long time ago, and these had possessedtiterful
Medicine; | was also told a great deal about Hexzaind his achievement in securing the golden sblthe
Hesperides, and also the golden cup, wherein levext the medicine for anger and sorrow. Now alldent men
have decided that it contained a small portiorheffeathers of the Phoenix. | saw that Geryon thighthree bodies
was the theme of the philosopher's writings, thatcdles was a laborious artist, seeker of the Meeli®ut nobody
was able to give me any definite information. | dit, however, wish to leave Europe without vigitthe Canary
Islands, which are seven in number and are namattdrotta, Bonaventura, Great Canaria, Teneriffan&a,
Ferro,and Palma. Three of them, Lancerotta, GonagihFerro, are governed each by its own King.derr
naturally destitute of good drinking water, but thieabitants get a supply of it out of certain lifleaved trees,
which distil sweet water in such quantities asuffiee for the whole island. Strangers and pirates land in the
island, being ignorant of this fact, are preveriigdvant of water from staying in Ferro very longowW it happened
about this time that the King of Gomera had diethauit leaving a male heir, and his subjects reftised
acknowledge the authority of his beautiful daugBkanche, unless she accepted the hand of somkwoger,
because they said that it was unworthy of men tauleel by a woman, and calculated to injure thelmass of the
national character-as was shewn by the experieitt®se peoples over whom women have borne swagrfpr
length of time. For there women had assumed theeémen, while men were degraded to the postifomomen;
and, as a consequence, there followed the wildestsses of profligacy and lewdness. So the royaenavas
prevailed upon to think of bestowing her hand irrmage. Now, there was in the island a royal yondmed
Brumazar (with beautiful dark locks and a splergtitien robe),who was passionately enamoured abtyed
maiden Blanche, and was loved by her in returnwdeed and won her, and the wedding was celebrated o
condition that she should bring to him as her doavdiamond of great value and magnitude, whilehoailsl
present to her a splendid ruby of incalculable tvgire., worth a million ducats); he, as her Kimgld.ord, should
protect her from all dangers and from the robbétis whom that country swarms, while she, on theeptiand,
promised humbly to obey him without either subtgefwr tergiversation. After these preliminariegytiwere linked
together in close and indissoluble marriage, inclvlihey lived long and happily; and it was predidigat a son
should be born to them, who would be a mighty cenoiy and would carry his victorious arms as fathasPillars
of Dionysus in India... So you see that | was uaablget any information whatsoever about the Pikaarthe
course of my wanderings through Europe; | thereftatermined to set sail for America, in the hop thmight be
more fortunate among the savages of that Contire@nt remembered the words of the poet:
"Accident is a mighty helper; let your hook alwdgsbaited; in the least likely river you may cayotur fish."
AMERICA: WATER
In these days, when commerce has opened up, asdt & highroad across the seas to America (oa indhe
West), there is no very great difficulty in readhithat continent; but far different were the ciraiamces under
which it was first discovered. After leaving theldnds of the Blessed," | became a passenger ad bba ship
which had an eagle for its figurehead; and, afteativering many severe gales and hurricanes, wagthl landed
in Brazil, a great province of America, entirelyweoed with forests. The surface of the countrynly @otted here
and there with the homestead of a settler; therdeay towns, and the inhabitants are sunk in igmogaand
unskilled in the arts of civilisation. How, thergudd | hope to hear anything about the Phoenix appsople who
could hardly read or write? Yet there are in tluartry many rare and beautiful birds which arefoahd
elsewhere, though, of course, the Phoenix, beimgaculous bird, must not be sought among commaitstorhe
trees of the land are of a rich colour and swesgriince; and one day when | was enjoying the véklly of the
forest, and listening to the natural music of thdd) | happened to find an apple of unusual amglisikte beauty,
which on a closer view exhibited the following iription:
Within is that which, if you deliver it to its
grandmother, there will thence arise a son who
may cling to his mother in loving embrace.
From this union will arise in a- short time a
noble tree which will render to the husbandman
a golden harvest.
After much thinking, it occurred to me that thed@éich was in the fruit must be placed in the leéits
grandmother, since the parent tree was its motBer).took it as a gift of God, sowed the seed,\ahdn there had



sprung up a little tree, | grafted it into the pargee (first having sawn off that tree closehe ground) and when
the two had grown together, they became a much giormus tree than either of them had been befmd,the
fruit was that of the scion which had been inseitéal the parent tree.... It is said that before Sipaniards reached
Brazil, there were no horses in that country, s the natives regarded a horse soldier as a nidrefenan and
half beast; but when both horses and asses hadrissituced by the strangers, it was thought mestrdble to
obtain also some mules which are the common offgpsf these two animals. Now, there was a cerfaief evho
possessed a large number both of asses and hamgdse took particular interest in this matter.kdew very well
how to breed horses from horses, and asses fraes,d8% he was not acquainted with the proper ndediio
breeding mules from both; while he was au aredhatxperiments which are made in the dark, i.&haut the
light of previous experience, are both dangerouasuantertain. The consequence was that all histefforproduce a
mule out of a stallion and a she ass were doomé&lltwe, no doubt because their seeds were natdhiix the right
proportion. At last a Sage who was passing that, awagt whose insight into the secret working of Katuas
infinitely keener and more complete than that okthignorant people, gave our chief the followidgiee:
If you would obtain a mule resembling the
paternal ass in length of ear and slowness of
gait, you should feed each of the parents with
just as large a quantity of food as their nature
requires. Would you know what this proportion
is? Give to the male twice as much as to the
female, then a mare will conceive a mule from
an ass.
This advice was taken by the chief and, after sdvailures, his perseverance Was crowned with detaguccess.
Nor does it appear contrary to Nature's general filat two different parents should produce offsgrivhich
differs from them both. Look at the leopard, whislsaid to be the offspring of the pard and thedis; in the same
way the wolf and bitch beget the lynx; a scion itesgtinto a good tree produces fruit different frirase of the
parent stock- new varieties of flowers are obtainga judicious mingling of the pollen; and the pamvder called
"our Tincture," being mixed with quicksilver ovéret fire, produces gold which is utterly unlike eitlthe one or the
other. Now, these Americans are able to perfornostsingular experiment with metals, and partidylaith gold.
They have a kind of water in which gold becomes I wax and capable of being moulded with thachanto
any shape they please. This water is not a coepsixce it does not burn the fingers of those take up the gold.
But we need not doubt that it is some chemicalaliety, and that it is obtained by a distilling pees... As | could
gain no further information in America, | begarthnk of taking the first opportunity of crossing Asia: | took
with me a very heavy and valuable piece of a aekeid of wood, the most precious | saw here inzBrand
which is remarkable for its brilliant ebony colotoy this black colour seems proper to Americadgson of the
blackish poplars and the soil dyed with variousshée colour of this wood seems to arise fromhiat of the
sun, and the wonderful peculiarity of the Amerisail, of which Monandez, that learned physiciase¥ille,
writes as follows: "The variety of colour exhibitbgl the soil of Peru is most remarkable. If youdad it from a
distance, it has the appearance of a patchworkspriéad out to air in the sun: one part of itriseqp, another blue,
others again are yellow, white, black, and red. Ndithese are different kinds of mineral eartle titack earth, if
mixed with water or wine, makes an excellent ihie, ted soil is said to be the ore of quicksilved &e Indians
paint themselves with it." -- Well, | took my woodent aboard a ship, with a white unicorn for itgife head, and
setting sail for Asia, soon arrived in the Pergauif.
ASIA:; AIR
Asia is the third continent of the world, the coetit which answers to the element of Air, andliteate is more
temperate than that of the other continents, isseitjually remote from the intense cold of Eurapel the intense
heat of Africa. Being both warm and moist, it madtnirably corresponds to the element of air; itst iealmost
everywhere tempered by the vapours which ascemd tihe sea. Moist, warm air has fire for its fatlerd water for
its mother, and retains the most active qualitfdsoth its parents. Thus air is a mediator betwibertwo hostile
elements, and in its own composition reconcileg #tefe. In the same way Asia binds Europe (aatid Africa
(fire) together, the grossest and the most sulbtlieeoelements; but without Asia (air) there woh&no union
between them. By means of air, fire clings gladlgarth, and fosters it; but without air, the mon goes out. It is
the prerogative and distinctive mark of Asia tatlee centre of the world, and to bring forth suahitfras require a
warm soft air, as, for instance, dates, balsancespif all kinds, and gold itself. Asia is the deadf our race, the
seat of the first Monarchy, the birthplace of o@dRemer. From the Persian gulf | travelled strdigtttugh the
continent, till | reached those parts of Asia Mimdrere Jason is said to have obtained the goléerdl So, being
greatly interested in these old world occurrenteslked out one day to a place said to be the fidIMars, and the



site of the Palace of Aetes, the descendant dbtime there | met an old man of venerable aspecaatitritative
port, who saluted me graciously, and to whom, aftarrning his salutation, | addressed the follgnivords:
"Master, if | am not troubling you too much, kinddnlighten my ignorance, as | can doubt neither wduility nor
your willingness to help a stranger.” He havinqhdigd his willingness to do for me all that layhis power, |
asked him whether those things which were relatddstory and poetry concerning Jason and his gdiéece,
were real facts or mere poetical fictions. He sdhilend made the following reply to my questionmyself am
Jason, and better able than any one else to givenjormation concerning those things which havegeamed to
myself. You need not be afraid, for during my lifie¢ | was no man's enemy, but succoured all, ligead
physician; and now that | no longer belong to tiisld, | am still as kindly disposed towards my tabbrethren.
On this spot stood the royal seat of my fatheraiw;|Aetes, whose father was the Sun-not, indeadl hésavenly
luminary (which would be incredible), but one likés him in name, and face, and dignity. The golfieece of the
ram, which Mercury had transmuted, and which Agget hung in the grove of Mars, | obtained in tHiofeing
manner: Medea was my chief adviser, and she enatieloly her wise counsel to contend successfullinagthe
fierce and venomous monsters. The watchful Draggingefied with a narcotic, which | cast into hiawn and
while he was in that helpless state, | hastenexti@ct his teeth. These had to be buried in dasthprepared and
ploughed up by means of bulls vomiting fire, whitlk was extinguished by water poured into theiruths. Then
Medea gave me the images of the Sun and Moon, witlbich, she said, nothing could be done." | askkdre |
should find all these things. His answer was tladhtained them Medea, but he could not tell merevbke was be
found. "When she left me in her madness," he Satle was to wedded to old Aegeus, to whom she Mewds;
Medus afterwards went to Asia, and became the feuofithe Median race.” | wished to ask Jason nmaase
questions, but he excused himself from answeriamttand vanished before my eyes. Then | saw thhatideen
speaking of the Medicine of which | was in searghich also he had shadowed out under the figuteefolden
fleece. For the crest of the Phoenix and its feathee described by the learned as exhibiting degosplendour. |
did not indeed meet with many learned men in Asig;l was well satisfied to have explored that &ées"aerial
earth," especially as Syria and the Holy Land (whiir rivers of Adonis and Jordan, in which thedeNaaman
was cleansed) form part of it. In Syria, it is teththat Adonis was killed by a boar, hounded oiMiays, and that
from his wounds there flowed forth that balm by meaf which human bodies are preserved from decsitipmo.
On this continent stood the Holy of Holies, intoigdhour Most High Priest entered when He had maoleeanent
for the sins of the whole race on the Cross of &givto Him let us now utter forth the most ardeesires of our
hearts in the following prayer:
O great and merciful Saviour of the world, Jesusasthwho being God from all eternity, next madestn in time,
in order that, as our Mediator, Thou mightest u@ited and man, by satisfying the eternal and irdipibwer of God
which human sin had provoked to wrath, that isay 3 hyself, the Father, and the Holy Spirit. Hus fourpose
Thou wast born into this world and didst go abaitd good among men and didst sanctify this eaytiity
miracles, Passion, Resurrection, and Ascensiof.hee | pray from the very bottom of my heart ttafTaou hast
given this Medicine for the use of men by ordinargans, and meanwhile hast Thyself cured incurab&ades by
Thy Divine power, Who art the Great Physician: $o@ wouldst bestow the gift of this most preciousditine
upon me, the very humblest of thy servants, whdtersake of this most blessed knowledge have tagen
myself so weary a pilgrimage, and so many toils lzendiships, as Thou well knowest -- in order thagly use it to
the glory of Thy Name, and for the relief of myfening brethren. Thou who art a searcher of hekniswest that |
despise all worldly pomp, and desire to conseargtdife to Thee, if Thou wilt but work in me bothe will and the
power of performance: Grant to me the power of @serg boundless charity, of relieving all suffey# both
bodily and mental: Bless me with the gracious @fifT hy Medicine, which comes next in value aftex treace of
mind and eternal happiness which Thou hast gaioedsd, in order that its virtue may be effectuatha cure of
human sorrow, disease, and pain; to the everlaptimige of the everblessed Trinity, world withootgAmen.
When | had poured forth this prayer to the Givealbfjood things, | remembered that besides the Velrich once
flowed with milk and honey, but now, under Turkiste, has become utterly barren and sterile, tha®also in
Asia, Paradise, which was created for man whilevae still perfect. Knowing that this blessed gardes situated
near Babylon, | journeyed to the spot, but founthimy except a confluence of certain rivers. Thercavelled to
the maritime parts of India, and found a city, edlOrmuz, of which there ran a proverb, that ifweeld was a
ring, Ormuz would be its gem. In this city theresveagreat concourse of eager visitors from the ahol
neighbourhood; and when | asked one of them whhkewras hastening, he said: To the terrestrialdisea"What,"
said I, "was | unable to find the ancient garde&Edén, and do these people speak of a new Par8Bigethe man
left me standing there, and pursued his journégstsas he could. While | was considering whetrsrduld follow
him, it occurred to me that | should do well to ptithe plan of Columbus, the discoverer of Amera.l went to
the different gates of the city, and determinetbsve it by that one where the sweetest and magtdnt odours



were borne towards me on the air. This | did, asddn found myself on a road where the air was asahight
well come from an earthly Paradise, yet was fretpaeby very few travellers. Ormuz being situatedharisland,
we soon had to cross a sea, where | saw men fistyingearls of the purest whiteness. Having obthgtene of
these for love and money, | had no doubt that |d@de into possession of one of the most imposgabstances of
the Medicine, for the whiteness of these pearlssuas as to defy exaggeration. After pursuing noyjey on the
mainland, along a very narrow by-path, for someetifreached a point where two roads met, and tliasea statue
of Mercury, of which the body was silver while thead was overlaid with gold. The right hand of gi&ue
pointed towards the Earthly Paradise, and whenl Ifblowed for some time the road which it indichté came to a
very broad and deep river, which it was impossibleross without a boat, though far and wide tlveaie no boat to
be seen; but the beauty of the other shore condimeethat it must be the Earthly Paradise. Thestnddch grew
there were covered with golden, orange, citronw@d, purple, and intensely red flowers. There veergreen
laurels, junipers box-trees, and great store adddms of all colours and of the sweetest fragrasuafiowers,
amaranths, lilies, roses, hyacinths, &c. The ear etermed with the songs and cries of nightingaleskoos,
parrots, larks, thrushes, and hundreds of othewkremd unknown birds; nor was there wanting thee$wraisic of
instruments and sweet-toned organs; the taste raifiefl, as it seemed, with all manner of deligdtuits, and the
fragrance which streamed out on the breeze wasasicharmed while it rendered insensible the afgaterves of
all the people who lived round about, just as thisenof the Nile cataracts becomes inaudible tedhwho are used
to it. But what did the sight of all these glor@®fit me, who, for want of one little boat, wasalbite to get at them?
So | turned away, with the firm resolution of comimack, as soon as | could do so with a betteraghahsuccess;
in the meantime, | should be most likely to finé ®hoenix that | was in search of, if | crossed twéAfrica
without further delay. So | directed my course todgathe Red Sea, and there landed in Africa.
AFRICA: FIRE
When | reached Africa, more than a year had elafysed my first setting out; the Sun had once mareed the
sign of the Lion, the Moon was at her height in ltleeise of Cancer. All these were circumstancestwihigpired
me with hope. The intense heat of the African ctemr@nders the whole continent torrid, sterile, dnd It has few
rivers, but many wild beasts, which meet togethénhariverside, and bring forth among themselvasymew and
strange shapes, for which Africa is so well kno@atyrs, cynocephali, and semi-human beings aretcdiick
there. There are the Mountains of the Moon, andstthat bears up the heavens on its shouldetbealt abound in
minerals and in serpents. There also is colle¢ctedtood of the Dragon which the Dragon has suéiad the
Elephant; but when the Elephant falls dead, they@mas crushed, and the blood which it has drunkéssed out of
it. Again, in the neighbourhood of the Red Seaammal namedrtus has been observed, the colour Of whose
head is red, with gold lines up to the neck, whiesyes are deep black and its feet white, totiv fore feet, but
the hind feet are black, the face up to the eyatewh description which tallies exactly With thalhich Avicenna
gives of our Medicine. Now | heard that not famfrthe Red Sea there lived a prophetess, namedytieeEaean
Sibyl, in a rocky cave; and | thought well firstadf to enquire of her concerning this Phoenixs khe that
prophesied and predicted the coming of the Sonaaf i@ the flesh This assertion has indeed beertiques by
many writers, but it is borne out by Eusebius,dheat historian of the Early Church, and by Cicéhne.great orator,
who, as is well known, translated this prophecy thie Latin tongue. Abundant evidence to the sdifieetenay
also be collected from the works of Virgil, themé of Roman poets. The passage of Cicero whiafaesred to by
Eusebius, will be found in the second book of teatise De Divinatione(On Divination). . . . When | came to her,
| found her sitting in her cave, which was beallfavergrown with the spreading boughs of a greger, and
covered with green sod. | saluted her with the ilestland most deferential humility. At first shesed somewhat
startled at my sudden appearance, and hastilyatett¢o the interior of the cave. But she was swom over by my
earnest entreaties, and prevailed upon to shewlhatghe entrance of her habitation. "Who artthstranger?" she
enquired, "and what wouldest thou of me? Dost tihmtknow that a man may not approach a virgin dweglls in
solitude?" "It is not forward boldness that hasugttt me hither," | replied; " but | have come afteature
deliberation, because | feel that it is you, and gitone, that can resolve certain doubts whichdiavy on my mind.
If you will shew me this great kindness, |, on martppromise to do you suit and service, and tfil fail your
commands, as far as lies in my power" When shedhbase words, her countenance cleared, and skd askin a
more kindly tone what my business was. "l canrgtig continued, "deny anything to men like you wieamnxious
to learn." "There are two things," | returned, caming which | would crave plain and straightfordiamstruction
from you. namely, whether there was and is in tloesmtries of Arabia and Egypt a wonderful bird ean®Phoenix;
whether its flesh and feathers are really an affdanedicine for anger and grief; and, if so, whéeebird is to be
found? "The object of your search,” she rejoinéla"great and glorious one; doubt is the firgjetaf knowledge,
and you have also come to the right place andigie person. For the country in which you now fyalrself is
Araby the Blest, and nowhere else has the Phoerixkeen found; moreover, | am the only person edwd



possibly give you any definite information about itvill teach you, and this land will exhibit tey, the glad sight
of which | speak. Therefore, listen to my words #gdhe Blest and Egypt have from of old rejoicethimsole
possession of the Phoenix, whose neck is of a gdide, while the rest of its body is purple, asciéad is
crowned with a beautiful crest. It is sacred to$m, lives 660 years, and when the last hoursdifé approaches,
it builds a nest of cassia and frankincense, ifiNgith fragrant spices, kindles it by flapping isngs towards the
Sun, and is burnt to ashes with it. From thesesafere is generated a worm, and out of the woyouag bird
which takes the nest, with the remains of its piar@md carries it to Heliopolis (or Thebes), thered city of the
Sun in Egypt. Now, this whole tale which you fimdthe books of the Ancients is addressed to thel mather than
to the ear; it is a mystical narrative, and like theroglyphics of the Egyptians, should be my#tiqaot
historically) understood. An ancient Egyptian writells us that the Phoenix rejoices in the Sud, that this
predilection is its chief reason for coming to Egyye also relates that his countrymen were irhtiat of
embalming the Phoenix if it died before its timfeydu therefore regard this tale as an allegory, will not be far
wrong; and you know that the flesh and feathethisfbird were of old used in Heliopolis as a reynéat anger
and grief." When | heard her say this, | was fiiljay, and asked her whether she could tell me twhecome
possessed of this Blessed Bird and Medicine. Striged not to forsake me, and to do all in her pdwadelp me
out of my difficulty. "Nevertheless," she continyéthe most important part of the enterprise maspérformed by
the toil of your own hands. | cannot describe ta yoexact and unmistakable terms the place wier@hoenix
lives, yet | will endeavour to make it as plainytmu as | may. Egypt, you know, owes all her fdstito the Nile,
whose sources are unknown and undiscoverablehbuhouths by which it is discharged into the sea, a
sufficiently patent to all. The fourth Son of thdeNis Mercury, and to him his father has givenhauity to shew
you this bird, and its Medicine. This Mercury yoayrexpect to find somewhere near the seven moftie dNile;
for he has no fixed habitation, but is to be fomodv in one of these mouths, and now in anothaghamhked the
Virgin Prophetess most cordially for her gracionf®imation, and at once set my face towards thetinsoof the
Nile, which are seven:-the Canopic, the Bolbitie Sebennitic, the Pelusian, the Tenitic, the Péibeand the
Mendesic. The way to the Canopic mouth led me tjincan ancient Christian burial ground, where a most
miraculous occurrence is witnessed every year @artain day in May. From dawn to noon on that deeydead
bodies gradually rise from their graves until tlzeg completely visible to the passers by; and fnoon to sunset
they gradually sink back again into their tombghl§ be true, as eye-witnesses testify, it is atrnertain proof of
the resurrection of the human body, and exhibitose analogy to the resuscitation of the dead fko&Vhen |
reached the island of Canopus, | enquired wheredgmvas to be found. But the people were only hegsty
puzzled by my questions. Some said that, accotditermes, Egypt exhibits an image of the heavemd the
seven mouths of the Nile (of which the Canopit&s tost considerable) correspond to the seventslahe
Canopic mouth they called the habitation of Sattlra,grandfather of Mercury; Mercury was to be fbdomiciled
in some other mouth of the river. At the Bolbitionth none of those persons of whom | enquired kaeything
about Mercury. Near the third or Sebennitic mottiod the city of Sebennis, of which the inhabitamése so
savage and cruel towards strangers, and so uttestytute of all the arts and graces of civilizatithat | could not
conceive of Mercury, the god of culture and scietigang in their midst. Moreover, a certain peasahom | asked
whether Mercury's house was there, told me thétaldea house in the town but that he never liverktigo | at
once went on to the fourth or Pelusian mouth offilbe The famous city of Pelusium is said to héeen founded
by Peleus, the father of Achilles. It separates/sid Arabia from Egypt, and was at one time a nvesithy town.
When | heard of its greatness in commerce and tngumnd of the large quantities of Arabian goldiathare
imported in this city, one of the wealthiest mat&gypt, | felt assured that | should find the dlimg of Mercury
here; but | was told by the inhabitants that herditicome there very often, though he was recehgea most
welcome guest whenever he did visit it. This ansfilled me with dismay, which was in proportionttee hopes
which | had conceived, but | determined not to almenmy search till | should have visited the thremaining
mouths of the river.
At the Tenitic mouth of the Nile, | learned quitemuch as | had learned everywhere else, namehjrgtWhen
the people who lived there told me that Mercuryeresame to them at all, | began to bewail my haplete, and
the many fruitless journeys | had undertaken; amo saw that perhaps it would have been wiseate tbegun at
the other end. There. however, | was; only two theuwaif the river were left; and in one of these Meyavould be
found, if indeed the Prophetess had spoken trughéAPhoenetic mouth another disappointment awaitd
Mercury had once lived there, but had long sincgrated somewhere else. At the seventh, or Mendesiarth,
nothing whatever was known about him. It may easé#ymagined that, after this long series of disémments, |
began to suspect the Sibyl very strongly of hawagt me on a fool's errand, for | had now visiteelrg one of the
mouths of the Nile, and yet had not found everaeetiof Mercury in any of them. Or if the words loé prophetess
had been true, it seemed as if the various pedpldvom | had enquired must have deceived me wiefa



information. But after more mature consideratiornhaf answers which had been returned to my quesiiotie

different places | arrived at the conclusion thaatl merely misapprehended their meaning. Sodaett my steps,

and at length succeeded in finding Mercury in ofthe mouths, where the people had at first appetar&now
nothing about him. He shewed me at great lengtierevhmust look for the Phoenix and where | coldthn
possession of it. When | reached the place to whéctirected me, | found that the Phoenix had tearip
deserted it, having chanced to be chosen umpireeeet the owl and other birds which pursue it, oiclvtbattle we
have treated otherwise. It was expected back @waneeks; but, as | could not afford to wait saglgust then, |
thought I might be content with the informationddhgained, and determined to consummate my setstimee
future time. So, having returned to my native ldnthmposed the following epigrams in honour of ileyl,

Mercury, the Phoenix, and the Medicine.

EPIGRAM

In Honour of the Erythreaean Sibyl, named Herophyle
| thank thee, great prophetess, Whose inspirasiowi of the fiend, but of the Spirit of God, thiadu didst direct
me on my way to the Son of Nilus, who should shetoume the bird Phoenix. Full of sacred knowledgeu didst
utter forth thy oracles when thou didst sing of Gdtb should come in the fashion of a man. Thou bog Him
who, bearing the sentences of highest justice,bgilthe omnipotent judge of the whole world, thotlgiu wert
called a Gentile Maiden, and though men said ti@ai touldst know nothing of Him. The cave nearRleel Sea
cannot hold thy. greatness, when Christ shall cthiee for His own in Heaven.
EPIGRAM
Dedicated to Mercury of the Sages.

The Latins call thee Mercury, the Messenger ofGloels; among the Greeks thy name is that of greahéte Thou
art called Tenthius on the soil of Egypt; thy fatleNilus, who enriches that soil, and has becheshtinto thee
untold wealth. Thou hast duly conveyed to the pespf Egypt the laws which Vulcan, being in thersewith

thee, has given. All nations of the world beholeehwith delight, yet thou desirest to be knowndonfew. Of how

many secrets of Nature have the keys been entrtestbgt keeping! Thy face is red, thy neck is yeljahy bosom
is whiter than purest snow. Thy feet are shod Witk sandals, a wand with a double snake in ne ists thy
hand. This is thine apparel whereby thou art knawall, O Hermes ! Thy complexion is fittingly afdr hues.
Thou didst shew to me the glorious bird PhoenithHgymouth of an interpreter, and | thank thee figribve with
all my heart; though the words be light, they amgghlity with gratitude.
AN EPIGRAM
In Praise of the Phoenix
O Marvel of the World, prodigy without a blot, unig Phoenix who givest thyself to the great Saghg!f€athers
are red, and golden the hues of thy neck; thyiedsiilt of cassia and Saboean frankincense. Wheltife is
drawing to a close, thou knowest the secret wayatfire by which thou art restored to a new exigehtence thou
gladly placest thyself on the altar of Thebes,riheo that Vulcan may give thee a new body. Thegolglory of thy
feathers is called the Medicine of health, andctime of human woe. Thou has power to cast out siisaad to
make the old young again. Thee. Blessed Bird, llvoather have than all the wealth of the worldj &me
knowledge of thee was a delight which | soughtfiany years. Thou art hidden in the retreat of tiowe nest, and
if Pliny writes that he saw thee in Rome, he daegatly err. Thou art safe in thy home, unless stouoksh boy
disturb thee: if thou dost give thy feathers toare; | pray thee let him be a Sage.
On the Hermetic Medicine of the Phoenix
If all the mountains were of silver and gold, whettuld they profit a man who lives in constant feddeath ?
Hence there cannot be in the whole world anythigtelo than our Medicine, which has power to hdahal
diseases of the flesh. Wealth, and riches, and gtllgield the prize to this glorious possessiand whoever does
not think so, is not a man, but a beast.
If anyone will not acknowledge the force of rease&must needs have recourse to authority.
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Back to Three Treatises

CHAPTER |
Of the Claims of our Art, its Students, and its Mehod
All men who devote their lives to the study of @y, or to any kind of occupation, have beforerteges, as the
aim of their efforts, perfection in the thing whittiey pursue. But only few attain to the goal @tlwishes: there
are many architects, but few masters of the aardifitecture; many students of medicine, but few fite

Hippocrates or Galen; many mathematicians, butdficients like Archimedes; many poets, but fewrthg to

rank with Homer. Yet, even men who have nothingertban a respectable knowledge of their calling,capable
of being useful to society.

Among those who devote themselves to the transiontaf metals, however, there can be no such taing
mediocrity of attainment. A man who studies this, Amust have either everything or nothing. An Aletigt who
knows only half his craft, reaps nothing but disasippment and waste of time and money; moreovelayehimself
open to the mockery of those who despise our Arbsg, indeed, who succeed in reaching the goaleof t
Magistery, have not only infinite riches, but theans of continued life and health. Hence it isnttost popular of
all human pursuits. Anyone who has read a few "R¢gkclaims the title of a Sage, and conceivestiost
extravagant hopes; and, in order to give themsehegappearance of very wise men indeed, suchperso
immediately set themselves to construct furnadéshéir labora
tories with stills and alembics, and approach tbekwith a wonderful appearance of profundity. Tlaglppt an
obscure jargon, speak of the first matter of théaflegand discuss with a learned air the rotatfath® elements, and
the marriage of Gabritius with Beya. In the meastitmowever, they do not succeed in bringing aboyt a
metamorphosis of the metals, except that of thelid gnd silver into copper and bronze.
When captious despisers of our Art see this, tmawdrom such constant failures the conclusion thatArt is a
combination of fiction and imposture; whilst thasko have ruined themselves by their folly confihistsuspicion
by preying on the credulity of others, pretendiodnave gained some skill by the loss of their moieyhis way
the path of the beginner is beset with difficultéasl pestilent delusions of every kind; and, thiotlg fault of these
swindlers, who give themselves such wonderful @iggrofundity and learning, our Art itself has &allinto utter
disrepute, though these persons, of course, kndiinmgpwhatever about it. The beginner finds it eriely difficult
to distinguish between the false and the trueighast Labyrinth of Alchemy. Bernard of Trevisam&him to
eschew like the plague these persons who holdoootasy vain and empty promises; while | have wmittas
Treatise for the guidance of the blind, and thérircdion of the erring. | wish, in the first plade,clear our Art from
the slanders which have been cast upon it, thelegoribe the qualifications of its students andnigthods of
procedure. After these prefatory explanations,lll gitd myself to a description of the Art itself.
Before | say anything else, | would record my merinest protest against that method of reasonimghiigh the
deceptions of certain wretched sophists are lateaharge of this science. The wickedness of safrite lying
professors can prove nothing either for or agaiagienuineness. Such a position could be made golydy
arguments based on natural relations; but suchragts it is impossible to find. The light of Natuseoo bright to
be darkened by these obscurists. | hope my Bodlshéw that the Transmutation of Metals, from apénfiect to a
perfect state, is a real and true achievementttatdy the co-operation of Nature and Art. Theydhing that
distinguishes one metal from another, is its degfamaturity, which is, of course, greatest in thest precious
metals; the difference between gold and lead i®netof substance, but of digestion; in the bassahthe coction
has not been such as to purge out its metallic iitipst If by any means this superfluous impureteratould be
organically removed from the baser metals, theylvbacome gold and silver. So miners tell us thatllhas in
many cases developed into silver in the boweld®farth; and we contend that the same effecoduped in a
much shorter time by means of our Art. It is a thett the Mercury which is generated in the bowélthe earth, is
the common substance of all metals -- since thisclitg will enter into combination with every kind metal --
which could not be the case if it were not natyrakin to them all. Mercury is a water that wilbxwith nothing
that is not of the same nature. By Art, the handns&iNature, Mercury can be so successively corcbaiith all
metals, that one and the same under the same @duiux, may subalternately shew and expressriige
temperature and properties of them all. MoreoMématals are capable of being resolved into rugmtercury --
and surely this could not be if it were not theinanon substance. Again, the Mercury of lead maypimecthat of



iron, the Mercury of iron that of copper; while thkercury of tin may even be transmuted into thasibfer and
gold -- a fact which triumphantly demonstratesshbstantial affinity of all the metals. From antimyptoo, a good
Mercury is obtained, which some of our Artists abée to change into metallic mercury. It is alseall-established
fact that the Mercury gained from any metallic anenal body possesses the properties of assinglabmmon
Mercury to its own nature; thus common Mercury rhagome that of all metals in turn. Do not theseiargnts
clearly shew that there is one Mercury, and thalhévarious metals it is only differentiated acting to their
different degrees of digestion or purity? | do se¢ how these arguments can be answered. It iblgossleed that
some dull person may allege in refutation of oasoing his inability to accomplish those chemical
transformations on which it is based; but such ajfees would be vindicating too great an honourtfieir ignorance
if they claimed to advance it as an argument ag#iestruth of our Art. They must not make theirrolittle
understandings the standard or measure of thehjildgess of Nature. At any rate, my word is as gaxitheirs (and
better, since they can never prove a negative)) dndmost positively and solemnly assert thatuehaith my own
hands performed every one of the experiments whiglve described; and | know many others whoserexuee
has shewn these things to be true. How can ourregps hope to prevail against eye-withesses byrmgation?
My testimony is borne out by the experience of smeim as Albertus, Raymund, Riplaeus, Flamellus,iéhois,
and a host of others. | confess that the transfooms of which | have spoken are not easy to actismpbout
whoever has the Key of our Art can unlock all gatesl has power over all the secrets of Naturettdsitkey is
possessed only by those who have both a theoratickh practical knowledge of natural processesuld here
reckon up divers mutations of metals, as, for imsta Mars into Venus, by the acid stalagma ofalitiercury into
Saturn, Saturn into Jupiter, Jupiter into Lune,clihbperations, indeed, many vulgar chemists (faugh from the
top of the art) know how to perform. | might alstdavhat is known only to a few philosophers, tiharé is a secret
substance intermediate between metals and mirtemfsixed heavenly virtues of which produce a denaetal
without a name, which is, strictly speaking, nohetal at all, but a Chaos, or Spirit, for it is\adlatile: from this all
metals can be educed without transmutatory Ekxien gold, silver, and mercury. It is called Chalyly the author
of the " New Light," and it is the true key andsfiprinciple of our Art. What though the Sages haidelen all these
things, and set them forth parabolically for thestsons of knowledge? Are they any the less truthéd reason ?...
All that is wanted for the perfect development ofimperfect substance, is the gentle, digestivieaadf a
homogeneous agent. This agent is gold, as hightunedh as natural and artificial digestion can miakand a
thousand times more perfect than the common méthhbname. Gold, thus exalted, radically penetatinges,
and fixes metals. This scientific fact we may ithase in the following manner. If you take six posrof silver, and
gild it with a single ounce of gold, you may aftemgds draw out the silver into threads of the gsditreness, and
still distinctly perceive in each thread the bailicy of gold. If then this dead, bodily, and eantistal (which, as a
body, of course, has no power to enter another)ocatty produce so wonderful an effect, does it seeenedible
that the spirit of this gold, which can enter andrate the bodies of other metals, should transtbem into its
own nature ? If we had this spiritual tinctureitisot clear that it would do inwardly what the lyaaf the gold is
seen to do outwardly? Remember that our Tinctutieeifuintessence of gold, and infinitely more getrthan the
mere body of gold can ever be; and that it hasefbee, an infinitely greater power of diffusing gssential quality.
If gold thus spiritually enters another metal, il wlearly assimilate it to its own nature. Thetimed of this spiritual
ingestion we shall describe further on. Let us @ud in this place, where we are discussing thenale of

metallic transmutation, that seed is the perfeatibany seed-bearing substance; that which hagedis altogether
imperfect. It is, then, as the poet sings: "Goldtams the seeds of gold, though they be deepljenid Gold is not
only perfect, but the most perfect thing of itscife., of metals). If gold has seed, it must betamed in water,
which is the habitation of all spirits, seed beingertain spiritual means of conserving any spetig®ld is to be
dissolved for the purpose of educing its seeddissolution will have to take place by means of game metallic
water. When this dissolution takes place, the gold off its earthly form, and assumes a watersnfddow, gold
being both the starting point and the goal in tim®le of this generative process, it is clear thiahtermediate
operations must be of a homogeneous charactethég. must consist in gradual modifications of #eed of gold.
The processes of our Art must begin with the digsah of gold; they must terminate in a restoratddthe essential
quality of gold. But as the negative can never hexthe positive, the final form of our gold mustdssentially
different from its initial one. The final form i®3nuch more noble than the initial one as fire igersubtle and
spiritual than earth. What | have written is enofmhthe faithful student of our Art; and to itsdtibe and carping
critics this book is not addressed. Therefore lllmdw go on to add a word or two about the quedifions of those
who should study this noble science. Our Art h#lerfénto disrepute, as | have said, through theisity and -
dishonesty of many of its professors. They arelignomechanics who, not having skill and brainsugiofor an
honest trade, must needs meddle with our Art, ahdourse, soon lose all they possess. Othersy agaionly just
less ignorant than these persons; they are inreet @ hurry to make gold before they have masteved the



rudiments of natural science; of course they &end all they have, borrow money from their frigremmuse
themselves and others with hopes of infinite weadtarn to talk a barbarous semiphilosophical jargmd afford a
capital handle to those who have an interest isialguour Art. Again, there are others who reallyéa true
knowledge of the secret, but who grudge otherdighé which has irradiated their own path; and vtherefore
write about it in hopelessly puzzling language, aithhe perplexed beginner cannot possibly undetsim this
class belong Geber, Arnold, and Lullius, who waduddre done much better service to the studenteif bad never
dipped pen in ink. The consequence is that eveeywdro takes up this study at once finds himseffitoa most
perplexing labyrinth of falsehood and uncertaiitywhich he has no clue. | will therefore try tavgihim some
sound advice as to the best way of accomplishia@biject.
In the first place, let him carry on his operatiovith great secrecy in order that no scornful arrslous person
may know of them; for nothing discourages the begirso much as the mockery, taunts, and well-madvite of
foolish outsiders. Moreover, if he does not suc¢sedrecy will save him from derision; if he doasceed, it will
safeguard him against the persecution of greedycarel tyrants. In the second place, he who wouttsed in the
study of this Art, should be persevering, industsidearned, gentle, good-tempered, a close stualettneither
easily discouraged nor slothful; he may work inogeeration with one friend, not more, but shouldabke to keep
his own counsel; it is also necessary that he shimaNe a little capital to procure the necessaptements etc., and
to provide himself with food and clothing while fedlows this study, so that his mind may be undisted by care
and anxiety. Above all, let him be honest, Godifegrprayerful, and holy. Being thus equipped, theutd study
Nature, read the books of genuine Sages, who @fenénpostors nor jealous churls, and study tliewyand
night; let him not be too eager to carry out evdpa practically before he has thoroughly testedntl found it to
be in harmony not only with the teaching of all 8eges, but - also of Nature herself. Not untihtlet him gird
himself for the practical part of the work, andhé@h constantly modify his operations until he stessigns which
are described by the Sages. Nor let him despaigthbe take many false steps; for the greatestgiphers have
learned most by their mistakes. For his guidandfese operations he will find all the light hewizgs in the
following treatises.
CHAPTER Il
Of the Origin of this Art and its Writers; its Funda mental Metallic Principles, and the Gradual Producton of
Metals and Minerals
Hermes, surnamed Trismegistus, is generally redaadehe father of this Art; but there are différ@pinions with
regard to his identity. Some say he was Mosesigate that he was a very clear-sighted philosophefjrst extant
author on the subject, and was also of Egyptiaraetibn. Others say that Enoch invented the A, &efore the
coming of the Flood described it on the so-callegrald tables, which were afterwards found by Heringhe
valley of Hebron. Many assert that it was knowrtiam, who revealed it to Seth; that Noah carriedscret with
him into the Ark, and that God revealed it to SobomBut | do not agree with those who claim for éutra
mystical origin, and thus only make it ridiculoumsthe eyes of a scornful world. If it is foundedtbe eternal
verities of Nature, why need | trouble my head wfite problem whether this or that antediluvian peege had a
knowledge of it? Enough for me to know that it &santrue and possible, that it has been exercisatidinitiated
for many centuries, and under the most distantuitddis; it may also be observed that though mottesie write in
an obscure, figurative, allegorical, and altogeftenplexing style, and though some of them haveadigtmixed
falsehood with truth, in order to confound the igard, yet they, though existing in many seriesg#fsa differing in
tongue and nation, have not diversely handled @eeadion, but do all exhibit a most marvellous atriking
agreement in regard to the main features of tkaictiing -- an agreement which is absolutely ineaplie, except
on the supposition that our Art is something mbianta mere labyrinth of perplexing words. Our Artriost plainly
and straightforwardly expounded by Bernard of TsayRipley the English man, Flamellus the Frenchman
Sendivogius, the author of the "New Light," the mynmous author of the "Arcanum of Hermes," who alsote
Enchiridion Physicae Restituae, and "The Laddé?tifosophers,” the great "Rosary," the "Child'syPléhe Tract
of Dionysius Zachary, the works of Morienus, therkgoof Egidius de Vadis, Augurellus' poem entitled
"Goldmaking," the works of Peter Bonus of Ferra the "Abridged Rosary." Let the student proaure or
more of these, and similar genuine works on Alcheamgl let him study the secrets of Nature by thletlivhich
they throw upon it. He will find a knowledge of nedl science, and more particularly of mineraldggispensable
for his purpose.
All philosophers tell us that there are four eletaewhich compose all things, and, by means of ttigerse
combination, produce various forms. But the trgtkhiat there are only three elements, i.e., thdsehnof their own
nature are cold -- air, water, and earth. The defelbeat which we perceive in them is in propartio their
distance from the sun. Fire | do not acknowledgaraslement. There is no fire, except the commmewihich
burns on the hearth; and its heat is essentiaijraetive. The heat there is in things is the pobéither of light, or



motion, or life, or alterative processes. Fireds an element, but a robber that preys on the mtscf the four
elements; it is a violent corruptive motion caubgdhe clashing of two active principles. Thus, see that it is an
operation of two other substances, not a substaritself -- a result of the active co-operatioraofomburent and a
combustible. The nature and characteristic quafitye three elements is cold, and they possedhbsaas an
accident... Nor is it true that objects are forrbgdh mixture of these three elements; for dissintiangs can never
really unite, seeing that union is a complete nmixtand concretion of the smallest atoms or molacoléwo
substances. But such a mixture is impossible ic#ise of two dissimilar matters, as, for instabetyween water
and earth (or water and wine); they admit of beiegarated at any time on account of the disprapodf their
smallest particles. It may be said that for theesaikunion the grosser element becomes as subtie agher; but if
this were the case, if for the purpose of unionewbecame as subtle as air, that would simply ritestrwater
became air, an assumption which would thus failrtove the possibility of an amalgamation of wated air. Is it
not a simpler and more credible supposition that aater or air, as the case may be, enters i@timposition of
any given object? But if any one still persistsriaintaining this permutation of the elements (whatfter all, would
only mean that all things consist of air) -- let ask the humble question -- by the activity of whgént they are so
transmuted? Moreover, one would also be glad toiemgvhat is the use of this permutation of eamtb water, and
of water into air? What can earth converted intéewaor water converted into air, perform, thatldowt be just as
well accomplished by simple unchanged water or @irfely, Nature does nothing in vain: | but heraildde a
difficult and wasteful process of transmutation gt@antly going on, which is not calculated to seamg useful
purpose whatsoever. If it be said that earth radeifito water is like water, yet not exactly watay, answer is that
this is a mere quibble about words, and that ifrdrefied earth is only like water, and not realigter, it cannot
possibly combine with it in its smallest particles; nothing is gained by this hypothesis. Hencenag conclude
that all things derive their origin from one elememhich can be neither earth nor air. This | couidve at great
length if | were not cramped for space. It followsen, that water must be the first principle dtfaihgs, i.e., of all
concrete bodies in this world; earth is the fundataleclement in which all bodies grow and are pnesd air is the
medium into which they grow, and by means of whidh celestial virtues are communicated to them. Seeal of
all things has been placed by God in water. Thislsame exhibit openly, like vegetables, some kedpeir
kidneys, like animals; some conceal in the depthiair essential being, like metals. The seediigesl into action
by its form (i.e., a certain appropriate celestillence) coagulates the material water, and pasgseugh a series
of fermentative processes (fermentation being tireiple of all transmutation), until it has produtthat for the
production of which it was specially suited. If theed is metallic, there; generated from it firdtwaliquid, which
does not wet the hand viz., Mercury, the motheaallofnetals. Mercury may be described as the tmsé finatter of
metals; for not until the elemental water has bexdfercury can it be affirmed with any degree otaiety that a
metal or mineral must result from it. Water isjtgelf, potentially the seed of either an animajetable, or mineral;
but Mercury is metallically differentiated wateg, iit is water passed into that stage of developnie which it can
no longer produce anything but mineral substaridescury, then, is the common seed of gold, sileepper, tin
iron, lead, etc.; their difference is only to beigbt in the degree of their digestion. The digestsvnot any fat
sulphur which is brought to bear on them from wittydout Mercury contains within itself the activergiple of its
development, viz., the inward heat due to celestfalences, causing vitality, and dependent orfithess of the
womb. These heavenly influences are at work througthe world; but their exact mode of action isedenined by
the potential nature of the seed; if the inwarel liE metallic, the course of its development bynmaed outward
agents will also be metallic. Still Mercury devesognly where these outward influences (celestidltarrestrial)
can be brought to bear. In every other place itagpear a cold, dead, and lifeless substanceinBhe centre of its
nativity it is quickened by the action of celesti#luences, conveyed to it through the mediuminfahence
results heat, wherewith life is necessarily assediaNow, the womb in which this Mercury is placedeither
more, less, or not at all suited to it; and acawgdo the different degrees of this fitness, thestance either remains
altogether stationary, or is more or less perfettiyeloped; imperfection of development yieldsithperfect
metals, while by means of perfect development evdyred silver and gold; but all metals, thouglfedéntiated by
the degree of their digestion or maturity, haveghme first substance, viz., Mercury. The drossiaupdirities
which are largely found in the base metals, fornpad of the original Mercury but are added aftedsahrough
some flaw in the process of coagulation, or throtnghimpurity of the place or womb in which theietallic
generation (fermentation) takes place. But | willwngo on to deal with the special subject of thigafises, viz., .
the renovation or multiplication of gold and silver
CHAPTER Il

Of the Generation of Gold and Silver from the Mercuial Substance, and the Possibility of bringing Imgrfect

Metals to the same State of Perfection



To the aforesaid source (Mercury) we trace thénliftgold, and of its sister, silver; they repragéis substance
brought to perfection by means of digestion. Péidads of two kinds, inchaotive or complete, palrtr entire.
Complete perfection (the complete digestion otalldities and elimination of all impurities) is th#imate aim of
Nature; and she has reached it in our gold, whith is brilliancy lights up the whole earth. Indiave perfection
may be so named, not absolutely but relatively, wé@mpared with essentially imperfect bodies. THusdies are
formally or essentially imperfect in the compogitiof which the impure predominates over the puehat they
could never of themselves (by natural developmgaireperfection; this is the case with all meetsept gold and
silver. But whenever the pure is freed from thewptive tyranny of the impure, and obtains the esover it, we
have inchaotive perfection, though the developmétite body may be still incomplete. These crudiaed
impurities do not originally belong to the metallisbstance, and are very well capable of beingratgghfrom it; if
they are so purged off before coagulation, we getréect metal. But even if they are coagulateetiogr with the
Mercury, it is still possible to separate them fritsnand thus to perfect the Mercury. It is on thassibility that our
Art is based; and its business is to perform teasation. The base metals contain the same measwgyld; if we
can free this Mercury from the impurities which dhém its development, it must also go on to perfegti.e.,
become gold. If we could find some separating agdmth would perform this office for the impure ranals, it
would also be a digestive, i.e., it would quickba inward metallic digestion of the long-entombeedr&liry. Such a
separant is our divine Arcanum, which is the hebvspirit of water with fiery penetrative power. @pared with
common gold, it is what the soul is in comparisbthe body; and having attained the highest degfeerporeal
fixity, it takes up the Mercury of the base metat® its own nature, and protects it from the firkile the
impurities are being burnt up. The Mercury of tlasd metals (unlike the Mercury of gold), if exposethe fire
without such protection, would not be able to emteuthe searching ordeal, but (having no cohesitiits
impure body and possessing no fixity in itself) websimply evaporate, and leave the impurities tdobeed. But
our Arcanum, being both a spiritual and a homogeseunibstance, is capable of entering into a peasfeatic union
with the imperfect metals, of taking up into itsrowature that which is like to it, and of impartitegthis Mercury
its own fixity, and protecting it from the fire, sghen the fire has burnt up all the impuritiest tvhich is left is, of
course, pure gold or silver, according to the dqualf the Medicine -- which from that time forwaisd(like all other
gold and silver) capable of resisting the mostd@ag ordeal. So you see we do not, as is sometsaids profess
to create gold and silver, but only to find an agehich -- on account of its homogeneity and sp#iity -- is
capable of entering into an intimate (atomic) araturing union with the Mercury of the base metalsd we
contend that our Elixir is calculated, by the irgemegree of its fixity and colour, to impart thgsealities to any
homogeneous substance which does not possess them.
CHAPTER IV
Of the Seed of Gold; and whether other Metals hav8eed
Seed is the means of generic propagation giveh pedect things here below; it is the perfectmfreach body; and
anybody that has no seed must be regarded as gopdiience there can be no doubt that there isatitimg as
metallic seed. If metals have seed, they certalalpot lose it in coagulation, which is the effetperfection (or
rather of perfect conditions). Now, in all seed+trgthings maturity means the perfect developnoétihe seeds,
and it stands to reason that metallic seed is fhrerenost certainly not destroyed by coagulatibe (haturing
process). If it be asked whether all metals haeel sey answer is, that the seed of all metalsas#me; but that in
some it is found nearer to, and in some furthemftbe surface. All metallic seed is the seed ofigfar gold is the
intention of Nature in regard to all metals. If theese metals are not gold, it is only through santdental
hindrance; they are all potentially gold. But, oficse, this seed of gold is most easily obtain&bla well-matured
gold itself. Hence it would be lost labour to end®ma to obtain it from tin or lead by some labosqarocess, when
it may be more readily obtained from gold itselér®ember that | am now speaking of metallic seed nan of
Mercury. Lead is to be multiplied, not in lead, buty in gold; for only when it attains its matyrés gold can its
seed become fruitful. It may be admitted that silvas its own seed, as there is a white (as wellrasl)
multiplicative Tincture. Still, the White Tinctuiie really contained in the Red; and the seed weésik nothing but
a modification of that of gold. The whiteness d¥esi is the first degree of perfection, the yell@sa of gold is the
second, or highest degree. For the mother of ameSfthe silver of the Sages) is white, and impgstahiteness to
our gold, whence the offspring of these two parérgsbecomes white, like its mother, and thenwéith the royal
blood of its father.
CHAPTER V
Of the Virtue of Golden Seed, and where it is mostadily found
In order that we may obtain this means of perfecitinperfect metals, we must remember that our Aroais gold
exalted to the highest degree of perfection to tvihe combined action of Nature and Art can devéldp gold,
Nature has reached the term of her efforts; busé®el of gold is something more perfect still, Bndultivating it



we must, therefore, call in the aid of Art. Thedeé metals is hidden out of sight still more coatply than that of
animals; nevertheless, it is within the compassusfArt to extract it. The seed of animals and velgles is
something separate, and may be cut out, or otheseigarately exhibited; but metallic seed is détuthroughout
the metal, and contained in all its smallest paxither can it be discerned from its body: itg&otion is therefore a
task which may well tax the ingenuity of the magberienced philosopher; the virtues of the whol¢aineave to
be intensified, so as to convert it into the spefraur seed, which, by circulation, receives thués of superiors
and inferiors, then next becomes wholly form, caivenly virtue, which can communicate this to othretated to it
by homogeneity of matter. In respect of the Stdime whole of gold is its substance. The place iiciwvthe seed
resides is -- approximately speaking -- water; forspeak properly and exactly, the seed is thdlsshgart of the
metal, and is invisible; but as this invisible gmese is diffused throughout the water of its kiadg exerts its virtue
therein, nothing being visible to the eye but water are left to conclude from rational inductibiatt this inward
agent (which is, properly speaking, the seed)aiy¢here. Hence we call the whole of the watexdsgust as we
call the whole of the grain seed, though the gefriifeis only a smallest particle of the grain.tBhe seminal life is
not distinct from the remaining substance of metalher, it is inseparably mingled with the smstllgarts of the
body. Roughly speaking, however, we describe thelevbf our golden water as the seed of gold, becthis
seminal virtue pervades it in a most subtle marifeis seminal virtue the ancient Sages called itiéem ferment,
the poison, or the invisible fire; again, they st it was fire, or that fire resided in the watbey distinguished
between soul and spirit, of which the former is tiedium, the latter the active virtue. If anyonenders that we
describe water as the seat of the seed, or thenaksirit, let him remember that in the beginnihg Spirit of God
moved on the face of the waters, i.e., penetrédtenh twith His heavenly quickening power. Thus, friva very first
day of Creation, water has been the source andealeofi all things. For water alone contains thalses all things;
yet in vegetables they are put forth in crudeiaignimals they are preserved in the kidneys; whila@inerals they
are diffused throughout the whole substance; neeksss, seed can never leave its original seat\iater). Things
are preserved by that from which they derive théaiin; for the cause of their origin being remoytt things
which are the effect must also cease to exist; éétme multiplication and nutrition of all thingsirswater and
through water. Vegetables are generated and negrisythe aqueous Teffas of the earth; animalsi®@yiquid
chyle; metals by the mercurial liquid. Animals prag their seed in their kidneys, and in due timgqet it into the
proper womb, where it is first moulded into a tenaled very compacted foetus; this fetus is nouddhethe liquid
female menstruum, and thus grows until the timeeofor it to be born. Then it is nourished withkmihtil it can
bear stronger food; but this solid food does nabbee real nutriment until the stomach has convattiedo a liquid
chyle (as, for instance, bones in the stomacheofitig). In the same way the metals keep their giesteed where it
cannot be seen; but even there it is preservediarwThence the Artist extracts it, puts it irtdawn proper
womb, where it is cherished and grows, until (byameof corruption) it attains to its glorificatiofhis is a most
difficult operation, because the Metals, in whibb seed is hidden, are so firmly and tightly congdcand will not
yield to violence, but only to a gentle and exdeigisubtle chemical process. Then | say to yoat, tiere is a
womb into which the gold (if placed therein) wilff its own accord, emit its seed, until it is débted and dies, and
by its death is renewed into a most glorious Kingo thenceforward receives power to deliver allbvisthren from
the fear of death.
CHAPTER VI
Of the Mode and Means of Extracting this Seed
That the most beautiful things are the most diffitm produce is the experience of all mankind; drisl not to be
wondered at, therefore, that the most gloriousubfumary operations is attended with a very greadunt of
difficulty. If any student of this Art is afraid dfard work, let him stop with his foot upon theetbinold. When,
indeed, the Father of Lights has entrusted thedfdlge Art to any man, that which remains to bealimmere
child's play; his eyes are ravished with the s@jlthe most glorious signs, until the time of hatvarrives. Without
this, error and vexation will be the result. Therefthe wise man, before commencing the work, lvélchiefly
solicitous of knowing it by its marks. Let the safknowledge learn that the great object of ourigthe
manifestation of the hidden seed of gold, which lsamffected only by full and perfect volatilisatiof that which
is fixed, and the subsequent corruption of itsipaldr form. To break up gold in this way is theshprofound
secret in the world. It is not brought about byrosive depravation of the metal, nor by the ususthod of
dissolution, but by our philosophical solution bétmetal into mercurial water, by means of a previmercurial
calcination (made by means of the agent ), whigirasluced through the subtle rotation and convergidhe
elements; this calcination, again, is a mortificatof our homogeneous liquid with the dry elemesibbging to it;
afterwards the dry is so far revived by means isfsame liquid, that the perfectly matured virtesetracted from
the substance by the solvent, is the cause ot#thisnation and solution. Here, then, there isawnr for the action
of a corrosive. Gold, which is the most solid, sggofire-proof, and fixed of all substances, ib#ovolatilised, and



no mere corrosive will accomplish such a perfeetnge of nature. The mighty agent required for phigpose must
be homogeneous, amicable, and spiritual, i.e.uitrbe akin to the body (of gold), and yet strongugh to
overcome it; and penetrate to its very core, Igidlliing each smallest part of the gold true golold@oes not easily
give up its nature, and will fight for its life, baur agent is strong enough to overcome andtklrid then it also
has power to restore it to life, and to changdifbkess remains into a new pure body.
CHAPTER VII
Of the First Agent or Womb, into which our Seed shold be emitted and where it is matured
There remains to be found an Agent, by means ofwthie aforesaid operation may be performed. Rsipilrpose
we require a homogeneous water. For we have saéeththseed Of gold is concealed, and can remgdnteél
only in water, and this water must be homogenedtistive body, or else it could not penetrate al tthick
integuments by means of which this seed is sect@dike generates like, that is to say, everynagfeat exercises
a generative action upon anything, transmutesifgaas possible) into its own nature. The Agbahtmust be akin
to the body which is to be dissolved, and, moregperfectly pure from all dross or alloy. Again, evhas gold is
fixed and solid, the Agent must be highly volatiled spiritual; gold is thick and gross, our Agensibtle gold is
dead our Agent is living and life-giving: in shooyr Agent should have all those qualities whiclddas not, and
which it is to impart to the gold. Hence we con@ublat Mercury alone is the true Key of our Art; ffiois in truth
the dry water described by the Sages, which, thdigghd, does not wet the hands, nor anything tis¢ does not
belong to the unity of its substance. Mercury is @aorkeeper, our balm, our honey, oil, urine, rdayv, mother,
egg, secret furnace, oven, true fire, venomous @ragheriac, ardent wine, Green Lion, Bird of Hesim@oose of
Hermogenes, two-edged sword in the hand of ther(®hihat guards the Tree of Life, &c., &c.; it iardrue, secret
vessel, and the Garden of the Sages, in which ouriSes and sets. It is our Royal Mineral, ourrtpphant
vegetable Saturnia, and the magic rod of Hermespdgns of which he assumes any shape he likasofthis
water that the Sage uses the words: "Let Alcherbisést as much as they like, but without this wtter
transmutation of metals is impossible. In Natuiis itot such as we use it in our Art; it is a masthmon thing, and
yet the most precious treasure of all the worltherefore, Son of Knowledge, pay diligent heed jowords: Take
that which in itself is most impure, the strumpetman, purge it radically of all its uncleanness] artract from it
that which is most pure, namely, our menstruunvésd), the Royal Diadem." Behold, | have told yowaifew
words that which ennobles the Sage, delivers hinmferror, and leads him to the most beautiful meaoto
delights... The Arcanum which we seek is nothingdmid exalted to its highest degree of perfecttbrgugh the
operation of Nature assisted by our Art. When ther® hidden in the body of gold is brought out byams of our
Art, it appears under the form of Mercury, whertds exalted into the quintessence which is firkttey and then,
by means of continuous coction becomes red. Adlihthe work of our homogeneous Agent our Merturia
Ponticum, which is pure crystalline without transpeey, liquid without humectation, and, in shang true Divine
water, which is not found above-ground, but is prep by the hand of the Sage, with the co-operatidvature,
which we know, have seen, have made, and stillgzssahich also we desire to make known to thedtugents of
our Art, while it is our wish to hide it only frotihe unworthy.
CHAPTER VIII
Concerning the Genealogy of the Mercury of the Sageits Origin, Birth, and the Signs which precede red
accompany it
Some boastful and arrogant sophists, who haveingagoks that our Mercury is not common Mercuryd arho
know that it is called by different names, do nloish to come forward as pretenders to a knowleddg@i®Art, and
take upon themselves to describe this solventaghdnous and limpid, or as a metallic gum whigteisniscible
with metals, though they do not in reality know #niiyg whatsoever about it. The same may be saidosie who
would extract our Mercury from herbs or other stilbre fantastic substances. These gentry know hgtthe Sages
do not use Mercury such as is sold by apothecasgdbeir substance. They are aware of the factieut
unacquainted with its causes; and the consequerthe idea which they have that anything which gearthe
nature of common Mercury, will convert it into thadtthe Sages. But in regard to these foolish persbhave
already expressed our opinion... All metals, asrhdnstrated in the second chapter, have the samsstial
principle, viz., Mercury. From this propositionfallows that the substance of common Mercury is bgemeous
with that of all the other metals, and if the Maxcaf the Sages be the homogeneous metallic wiatsan differ
from common Mercury only in respect of its puritydaheat. The first substance of common Mercurhas of all
other metals, viz., our Mercury. So long as it reaan the veins of the earth, in a place perfeatigpted to its
generation, and is sheltered from crude air, dinstits inward movement and heat, which are tseaf all
metallic development. But if it be marred by angident, or if the place become unfit for it, thevard movement
is stopped, and the germinal life chilled like tbdtin egg which a hen has left after sitting diolitsome time. This
is the reason why those who have attempted to tdig@smon Mercury by means of artificial heat haaitel as



ludicrously as any one who should endeavour toliataiartificially an addled egg. The differencensstn the egg
and the metal is that our Art is capable of makjogd the damage, but not by artificial means. Wetsacrude,
undigested, frigid, unmatured metallic mass, whigimts the form of our Mercury, for which it mustceange its
own, if it is to become that which we seek. Witlsthnd in view, its deficiencies are twofold; i@ture is clogged
with superfluous foreign matter, and it does natgass the requisite spiritual virtue. Its supdiéigiconsist of
earthy leprosy, and aqueous dropsy. Its deficienone of true sulphureous heat, by means of wihigbuld be
enabled to purge off these superfluities. Wateteéd, is the womb, but no womb can receive a géain without
warmth. Supplement your (common) Mercury, therefari¢éh the inward fire which it needs, and it vétbon get rid
of all superfluous dross. If you can do this, yawé accomplished the great feat of the Sages.eduyas recovered
his empire; the black clouds of Saturn are disgkraed the sparkling fountain wells forth clear ade. This
substance will dissolve gold by means of a truéophphical solution, which is as different as caerfiom that
foolish use of corrosives which only destroy theatiie nature. This Mercury (with) gold and silveaturally
produces the Arcanum, or potable gold, as all adepdw and can testify.
Here | conclude this Tract, as all that remainBdcsaid is set forth in a special (the next) Teeati
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Concerning the Philosopher's Stone and its Grand Aranum
The Philosopher's Stone is a certain heavenlyifsplir penetrative, and fixed substance, whichdsiall metals to
the perfection of gold or silver (according to theality of the Medicine), and that by natural metbowvhich yet in

their effects transcend Nature.

It is prepared from one substance, with which the@fchemistry is conversant, to which nothingdiled, from
which nothing is taken away, except that its supiigs are removed. No one will question the tytibf our Art, if
he believes that it enables us to transmute batssieto gold. That base metals are capable df sanismutation
is clear; Nature has destined them all to beconie gat they have not been perfectly matured hént that which
hinders their perfect digestion be removed, thdlyallibecome gold; for crude, cold, and moist Meascis the
common first substance of gold as well as of tireioimetals. Hence all other metals may be perfantedjold, by
the aid of our Divine Magistery, which, being prdjed upon imperfect metals, has power to quickemthturing
process by as much as itself exceeds the standsrdity of gold. How patent, then, must the spaitoature of our
Stone be, which can effect more in one hour byra peojection than Nature in the course of agethaf substance
which Nature supplies be taken in hand by Art, alis=d, coagulated, and digested, its perfectionaseased from
a monadic to a denary virtue; by repeating the sameess, it is increased a hundred-fold, and gh#mousand-fold,
etc. This wonderful Medicine penetrates each ssigtiart of the base metals (in the proportion df,000) and
tinges them through and through with its own notg&ure: your arithmetic will fail sooner than itsprevailing
power. Each smallest part that is pervaded withvitadizing power of the Elixir in its turn tingebat part which is
nearest to it until the whole mass is leavened itstmarvellous influence, and brought to the petiéa of gold.
This is done in a very short time, on account efgpiritual nature of the agent; it is the trueatlietfire, and as a
common fire warms even those parts of any objeatiwére not in immediate contact with the fire tlsig Elixir
penetrates dissolved and melted metals in a moafeime-just in the same way as the virtue of leaweyeast is
brought to bear even upon those parts of the miighvit never reaches. A reproach is sometimedigzvat our
Art, as though it claimed the power of creatingdy@very attentive reader; of our former tract Wwilbw that it only
arrogates to itself the power of developing, thitotlge removal of all defects and superfluities,dgb&len nature,
which the baser metals possess in common withhilgaty-digested metallic substance.
Listen, then, while | make known to you the Grandakxum of this wonder-working Stone, which at tame time
is not a stone, which exists in every man, and befound in its own place at all times. L he knadge which |
declare is not intended for the unworthy, and ndit be understood by them. But to you who are eastadents of
Nature God will, at His own time, reveal this glmrs secret.
I have shewn that the transmutation of metals isarehimerical dream, but a sober possibility ofude, who is
perfectly capable of accomplishing it without the af magic and that this possibility of metalli@hsmutation is



founded upon the fact that all metals derive tbeiin from the same source as gold, and have loedn hindered
from attaining the same degree of maturity by éefitapurities, which our Magistery is able to rereolet me tell
you, then, what is the nature of this grand arcagruinich the Sages have called the PhilosophertseStut which
is in every man, in every thing, at every seasothefyear, if it be sought in the right place.

It must consist of the elements, for they are thigarsal substance of all things, and as it is ohtre
homogeneous with that of gold, it must be that Witontains the qualities of all elements in suclmbination as
to render it incapable of being destroyed by firéollows, then, that you must look for the substa of our Stone
in the precious metals, since the required comininatf elements is not found anywhere else. Thosésh
sophists who seek it outside the domain of metdlsyever arrive at any satisfactory conclusionr EBeere is only
one true principle, and nothing heterogeneous mmigttroduced into our Magistery.

For as a lion is always born of a lion, and a mia man, so all things owe their birth to that whibey are like;
that which is combustible is derived from that whis combustible, that which is indestructible fridmat which is
indestructible. Nor must we expect to find the pifite which imparts the qualities of gold anywhbt# in gold
itself. If, indeed, we were able to create the gpef things, we might hope to evolve this metgtlimciple from
plants or animals which do not contain it; but tisathe privilege of God alone. We must be contertispose and
develop the sperm which is made ready to our haedsthings we are unable to produce, and even fowd, our
artificial seed would be no better than that whitdture has provided. If any one calling himseliag& cannot use
the things which are already created, it does eetrslikely that he will be able to create new tkiogt of
heterogeneous substances-the seeds of metals loerfosfor animals.

Thus, you see that the Stone which is to be thmstoamer of metals into gold must be sought ingrexious
metals, in which it is enclosed and contained.

But why is it called a Stone, though it is notengt, and how is it to be found? The Sages desitrdsebeing a
stone and not a stone; and the vulgar, who canmagine how so wonderful a thing should be prodwwexpt by
art-magics decry our science as impious, wicked,diabolical. Some silly persons clamour for an ketking the
profession or practice of this Art punishable tgtste law. Now, one can hardly be angry with theeibate and
ignorant persons who raise this cry; but whentiaken up by men of exalted station and profouadieg, one
hardly knows what to say. These men | also reckoorgy the rude multitude, because they are deplprgbbrant
of everything pertaining to our Art, and yet, fotfgé of their dignity, they join in the hue and cagainst it, like so
many cowardly village curs. It is neither religiousr wise to judge that of which you know nothiagd yet that is
exactly what these people do, who claim to be @ittistians and scholars.

But let us return to the point from which we strdy8ome Alchemists who are in search of our Arcasaek to
prepare something of a solid nature, because they heard the object of their search describedSteree.

Know, then, that it is called a stone, not becalisdike a stone, but only because, by virtué®fixed nature, it
resists the action of fire as successfully as amyes In species it is gold, more pure than thegtyit is fixed and
incombustible like a stone, but its appearanchas af very fine powder, impalpable to the touakest to the taste,
fragrant to the smell, in potency a most peneteaspirit, apparently dry and yet unctuous, andyaapable of
tinging a plate of metal. It is justly called thatRer of all miracles, containing as it does &l ¢fements in such a
way that none predominates, but all form a ceffiftinessence; it is thus well called our gentletatie fire. It has
no name of its own; yet there is nothing in the leheorld whose name it might not with perfect piiepr bear. If
we say that its nature is spiritual, it would bemare than the truth; if we described it is as ocoegl, the expression
would be equally correct; for it is subtle, penttra, glorified, spiritual gold. It is the noblest all created things
after the rational soul, and has virtue to replidefects both in animal and metallic bodies, bgtoring them to the
most exact and perfect temper; wherefore is ititdt §p quintessence.

But | must proceed to answer the second and mqauertiant part of my question. How is this Stone écobtained?
It does not exist in Nature, but has to be prephyedrt, in obedience to Nature's law. Its substaisan metals; but
in form it differs widely from them, and in thisrse the metals are not our Stone. For if we wolidit eur
Medicine fro.-n the precious metals, we must dgstine particular metallic form, without impairingsispecific
properties. The specific properties of the metakhtheir abode in its spiritual part, which residehomogeneous
water. Thus we must destroy the particular forrgalfl, and change it into its generic homogeneouenvi which
the spirit of gold is preserved,; this spirit aftands restores the consistency of its water, amdybifiorth a new form
(after the necessary putrefaction), a thousandstimere perfect than the form of gold which it Ibgtbeing
reincrudated.

It is necessary, then, to reduce metallic bodighd¢dr homogeneous water which does not wet the$ahat from
this water there may be generated a new metakliciep which is nobler by far than any existing mefa., our
Celestial Ruby.



The whole process which we employ closely resenthiatsfollowed by Nature in the bowels of the eaetkcept
that it is much shorter. Nature produces the metat®f cold and humid Mercury by assiduous digestour Art
takes the same crude, cold, and humid Mercurycangbins with it mature gold, by a secret artifittee mixture
represents a new and far more potent Mercury, winighligestion, becomes not common gold, but onenfare
noble, which can transmute imperfect metals inte gold.

Thus, you see that though our Stone is made ofagolik, yet it is not common gold. In order toiekar gold from
common gold, the latter must be dissolved in ouraral water which does not wet the hands; this miat®lercury
extracted from the red servant, and it is capab&ecomplishing our work without any further troalib the Artist.
It is that one true, natural, first-substance, tach nothing is added, from which nothing is suttied, except
certain superfluities, which, however, it will cast without any aid by its own inherent vital aoii The chief
object of your perseverant efforts should be tisealiery of this Mercury, or the albefaction of oed Laton; all the
rest is mere child's play, as the Artist has oalipbk on while Nature gradually matures his sufista

But remember that our albification is by no meam&asy task. Gold which has been thus whitenesheaer
resume its old form, for, instead of being corpbeeal fixed, it is now spiritual and volatile. Camtrate your
whole mind, therefore, on the whitening of the lrath is easier to make gold than thus to destt®form; he who
so dissolves it may be said rather to coaguldier itlissolution of the body and coagulation of sipérit are
coincident in it.

Consider these signs, ye sons of knowledge. Thethwdissolves is spirit; that which coagulatesasiyn A body
cannot enter a body so as to cause dissolutiorg bpirit can enter it, attenuate and rarefy itl as you seek water,
you need water to bring it to light; for every Agdras a tendency to assimilate to itself that witielcts upon, and
every natural effect is conformed to the naturthefefficient; hence water is necessary if you \waxtract water
from earth.

When | speak of water, | do not mean aquafortigalravater, or any other corrosive whatsoever, liessé waters,
instead of dissolving metals, only corrode, mad eorrupt them, without destroying their old fortm,which task
they are insufficient, as they are not of a metalkture. No, our water is the water Mercury, whi@solves
homogeneous metallic bodies, and mingles with threimdissoluble union, abides with them, is digdstéth them,
and together with them becomes that spiritual windlech we seek. For everything that dissolves swutte
naturally (still preserving the specific propertafghe thing dissolved) becomes one with it botterially and
formally, coalesces with it, and is thickened hyhus nourishing it; as we see in the case ohmgf wheat,
which, when dissolved by the humid earthy vapcereby takes up that vapour as its radical moisamé grows
together with it into a plant. We may also obseahad, every natural dissolution being a quickerohthat which
was dead, this quickening can take place only tiin@ome vital agent which is of the same essenttetiaé¢ dead
thing; if we wish to quicken the (dead) grain ofealy we can do this only by means of an earthy wgpehich,

like the grain itself, is a product of the eartbr Ehis reason common Mercury can have no quickgeffect on
gold, because it is not of the same essence wighgtain of wheat sown in marshy soil, so far frbaing
quickened into life, is, on the contrary, destrgyeecause the aqueous humour of the soil is nitteofame nature.
In like manner, gold, if mixed with common Mercupy, with anything except its own essential hum@inot
dissolved, because such waters are too cold, camdeimpure; for which reason, being utterly uniiked, they
cannot amalgamate with it, or attain with it tcaa fiobler degree of development. Our Mercury, iddéeecold and
unmatured in comparison with gold; but it is puret, and well-digested in respect of common Mercuttyich
resembles it only in whiteness and fluxibility. QMercury is, in fact, a pure water, clean, cleaight, and
resplendent, worthy of all admiration.

If you wish for a more particular description ofrauater | am impelled by motives of charity to tgtlu that it is
living, fluxible, clear, nitid, as white as snowgthhumid, airy, vaporous, and digestive, and tjudd melts in it like
ice in warm water; moreover, that in it is containkbe whole regimen of fire, and the sulphur whegksts but does
not predominate in it. This water is the true Keegfeour Gates, the Bath of the King and of his @yewvhich
warms them incessantly, but is not taken of thalirstgance, and is distinct from the whitening sutxsteof the
water, though the two are united and appear umgesame flowing form and colour. It is our veseset, fire, the
abode of our furnace, by whose continuous and gevdatmth the whole substance is digested. If yawkthis
water, it will be seen to contain all our fired,@lr proportions of weight, all our regimens.dtBernard of Trevisa's
clear pellucid Fountain, in which our King is clead and strengthened to overcome all his foes/Allhave to do
is to find this water and to put into it the pwedibody; out of the two Nature will then produce Stone.

This mineral water can be extracted only from thibéegs which contain it; and that thing from whitls most
easily obtained is difficult to discover, as iscatee mode of its extraction. It dissolves goldhwitt violence, is
friendly to it washes away its impurities, and isit®, warm, and clear Without our Mercury, Alcheoould not be
a science, but only a vain and empty pretenceoufgan obtain it, you have the key of the wholelyaiith which



you can open the most secret chambers of knowlétigeature is the same as that of gold, but itstnce is
different, and the preparation of it causes a ggtatch. Weigh well the possibilities of Naturdraa from
introducing any heterogeneous element into our ktagy, and do not blame me if you fail to underdtary words.
. Our Stone is produced from one thing, and fourcomial sub-. stances, of which one is matureptiers pure,
but crude, two of them being extracted in a wondarfanner from their ore by means of the third. The are
amalgamated by the intervention of a gentle finel #here subjected to coction day by day, untiy thikbecome
one by natural (not manual) conjunction.

Afterwards, the fire being changed, these volatilbstances should be fixed and digested by medmsapfvhich
becomes a little more powerful every day (i.e.nmBans of fixed and incombustible Sulphur of theesgenus)
until the whole compound attains the same essémig, and colour.

There are twelve degrees or phases of this ouepspevhich | may briefly enumerate and describfelasvs. The
first is Calcination.

Calcination is the first purgation of the Stones thrying up of its humours, through its naturalthesich is stirred
into vital action by the external heat of water-wdi®y the compound is converted into a black powdhich is yet
unctuous, and retains its radical humour.

This calcination is performed for the purpose @idering the substance viscous, spongy, and moilg eas
penetrable; for gold in itself is highly fixed, addficult of solution even in our water; but thrgiu this calcination it
becomes soft and white, and we observe in it tworea, the fixed and the volatile, which we likertwo serpents.
In order that a full dissolution may be made, thieneeed of contrition, that calcination may aftards produce a
viscous state, when it will be fit for dissolution.

When the substances are first mixed, they arerattgnvith each other, by reason of their contrangligties, for
there is the heat and dryness of the Sulphur figcmntending with the cold and moisture of the Mey. They can
only be reconciled in a medium which partakes aghb@tures, and the medium in which heat and c@d a
reconciled is dryness which can co-exist with bathus cold and heat are brought to dwell peacdallgther in
the dryness of the earth, and dryness and moistihe coldness of the water. This reconciliatibcantrary
qualities is the second great object of our cat@na

Its sufficient cause is the action of the inwardthgpon the moisture, whereby everything that tediss converted
into a very fine powder; the moving and instruméogaise is the fire contrary to Nature, which, gdiidden in our
solvent water, battles with its moisture and digétsinto a viscous or unctuous powder.

This operation takes place before our dissolutimeause whenever bodies are dissolved, the dpititeir turn are
congealed. Again, the woman must reign, beforasbeercome by the man. The dominion of the wonsan the
water, and if the man overcome her in the elementhich both her qualities of coldness and moisininere, he
will easily conquer her where she has only oneityual

Calcination, then, is the beginning of the workg avithout it there can be neither peaceable comamixtor proper
union. The first dealbation reduces the substamds two principles, sulphur and quicksilver, fivet of which is
fixed, while the other is volatile. They are congzhto two serpents, the fixed substance to a sewithout, and
the volatile substance to a serpent with, wingse €arpent holds in his mouth the tail of the otteshew that they
are indissolubly conjoined by community of birthdagtestiny, and that our Art is accomplished throtighjoint
working of this Mercurial Sulphur, and sulphureddsrcury. Hence the whole compound is at this stadjed
Rebis, because there are two substances but oalgssence. They are not really two, but one andaime thing
the Sulphur is matured and well digested Mercurg,NMercury is crude and undigested Sulphur. Itat@ady been
said that in our Art we imitate Nature's methogdfducing metals in the bowels of the earth, extegitour
method is shorter and more subtle. In metallic ¥@inly crude and frigid Mercury is found, in whitte inward
heat or dryness (i.e., Sulphur) can scarce malefiteence felt. No digestive heat is found thdret in the course
of ages an imperceptible motion changes this netafinciple. In the course of centuries, howevis
imperceptible digestive heat changes the Mercunywhat is then called fixed Sulphur, though befbreas
denominated Mercury.

But in our Art, we have something besides crudefegil Mercury, viz., mature gold, with its maniébactive
gualities. These are united to the passive quslitfeour Mercury; and so one aids and perfectother, and as we
have two fires, instead of the one slow inward &ifélercury, the operation is more expeditious, aodhething far
nobler than common gold is produced.

Thus you see that in our Art we have two Sulphagstavo Mercuries (i.e., Sulphur, and Mercury of ke, and
Sulphur and Mercury of gold), but their only di#gice consists in degrees of perfection and matuNibyv, the
perfect body of gold is reduced to its (two) fipsinciples by means of our Divine water which doeswet the
hands (viz., Mercury and Sulphur). This operationd time gives the ascendancy to the female abahthis being
unnatural, the male agent soon reasserts itselfpgmeans of its heat dries up the moisture oféhwale agent,



and-through calcination-converts it all into a magbtle and viscous powder, which powder is theangbd by
dissolution into a water, in which the spirits bétsolvent and the thing dissolved, the male aedemale
principles, are mingled. But the inward heat, whiels once been roused into action, still continoesgork,
separating the subtle (which floats on the surféoe) the gross (which sinks to the bottom), uthitd man has
gained the upper hand, the inseparable union fakes, and the male impregnates the female; thalé&ebrings
forth a nebulous vapour, in which they are putceied decay, and from which both arise with a glasibody, no
longer two, but only one by inseparable conjunctibms new birth is then coagulated, sublimed, rshed, and
exalted to the highest degree of perfection, ang afterwards be indefinitely multiplied by fermetia, and used
both for projection and as an Universal Medicines ¥ée, then, that these black and fetid ashesate he
despised, since they contain the Diadem of our mgr substance will never be white, if it has fist been
black. It is by means of putrefaction and decay itrettains the glorified body of its resurrectidrherefore, you
should honour the tomb of our King, for unless gaouso, you will never behold him coming in his glor

A great many students make a mistake at the veilsebhy performing this calcination on a wrong sabese-borax,
or alum, or ink, or vitriol, or arsenic, or seedsplants, or wine, vinegar, urine, hair, bloodirguesin, etc; or they
choose a false method, and corrode instead ohoadcthe metallic bodies on which they operatecibation can
take place only by means of the inward heat obitdy, assisted by friendly outward warmth; but icetion by
means of a heterogeneous agent can only destroydtelic nature, in so far as it has any effeclatEvery
calcination of gold, which is not succeeded by @spneous dissolution, without laying on of hansiglso
fallacious.

The true calcination is by means of Mercury, whicking added to gold in due proportions) softertsdiasolves
the gold, and, by its inward heat, united to outiaeat, stirs into action the native heat of thiel gand thus causes
it to dry up its humidity into that fine, viscousdack powder. And this is the true key of the weskincrudate the
mature by the conjunction of an immature-beingudated to calcine it-being calcined to dissolvaritt all this
philosophically, not vulgarly.

The outward signs of the calcination are as folteWw$en the gold has become saturated with watekttan fire of
the Mercury has called into play the heat of thih e water which was so brilliant begins to gmiv, then
visibly swells and bubbles, until the whole becoradatty and viscous powder, which, however, stithins its
radical humour. For when the heat first beginsgerate, the cold and the moist seek refuge bygisirithe top;
thence they descend in liquid form and assimilateach of the substance as they can to themséheesthe
powder is converted into a glutinous water. Fomeein the different processes of our Art, theretexdsach a
concatenation that not one can be produced or staaet without the rest. In order to hide our megriiom the
unworthy, we speak of several operations; buthaise-the whole progress of the substance from ewkite and
red-should be philosophically understood as oneatips, one thing, one successive disposition &clylwhite, and
red.

The following rules should be observed if you wistbring about true calcination:- In the first pdagou must
procure our Mercury; common Mercury will produceefect if you operate on it till doomsday.

Secondly, the external fire of the furnace showdabither too violent (in order that the equililniwf chemical
forces in the substance may not be disturbed)yeiotoo gentle, so that the action of the inware fhnay not
languish for want of outward heat. It should be gich as to keep up an equable vital warmth.

In the third place, the Laton should receive neitbe much nor too little to drink. If it received much, it will not
be able to give it out, and a nebulous tempestasiitle; if too little, it will be burnt to cinder$he activity of the
Sulphur must dry up the superfluous humour of trerddry; therefore, the active (sulphur) must noslwamped
with too much sperm; nor must the moisture be ctiakih too much earth. The proportions should bvben two
or three parts of water to one of gold; but thgdarthe quantities of both substances, the moffegiexill the
calcination and dissolution be. The chief mistagaiast which you must guard is the swamping of yearth with
water. For the earth contains the fire, which &sphincipal digestive in our Art.

In the fourth place, you should take care to spataur vessel properly, to prevent the spirit fremaporating.
Consider how carefully Nature has closed up theaferwomb to prevent anything from escaping or émgethat
might prove hurtful to the young life; and quiteraach (if not more) care is required in our Magigté&or when
the embryo is being formed, great winds arise, tinizist not be allowed to escape-or else our lalMiuhave
been all in vain.

The fifth requisite in our work is patience. You shnot yield to despondency, or attempt to hasterchemical
process of dissolution. For if you do so by meangalent heat, the substance will be prematurelsched up into a
red powder, and the active vital principle in iflddecome passive, being knocked on the head,veesré, with a
hammer. But our true calcination preserves theceddiumour in the body dissolved, and convertstd an
unctuous black powder. Patience is, thereforegthat cardinal virtue in Alchemy. It must not b@pased that the



signs and colours which | describe appear on teeday, or even within the first week: Bernardioévisa tells us
that he waited in an anguish of expectation fotyfdays, and then returned and saw clouds and.nYistsneed the
patience of the husbandman, who, after committiegseed to the earth, does not disturb the saijelay to see
whether it is growing... As soon as you have preggour substance i.e., mixed mature yellow sulptitlr its
crude white sulphur, put them in a vessel anchlemnt stand undisturbed; at the end of twenty-foursiahe
Mercury, which is attempting to rouse the laterg ff the sulphur, will begin to effervesce anddsap bubbles.
But little variation of colour shall appear untikt object of the Mercury has been accomplishedita&®oyal Bath
prepared; at first it is the Mercury alone thaatisvork. When, however, the Bath has been madé.katthe inward
warmth of the gold roused) the greater part ofweank is over, and we shall be easily able to digtish the various
operations. The first colour which appears afterditver colour of the amalgamated body, is nofgotblackness,
but only a darkish white; the blackness become&mornounced day by day, until the substance assame
brilliant black colour. This black is a sign thhetdissolution is accomplished, which does not cabaut in one
hour, but gradually, by a continuous process;HerTincture which comes out of the Sun and Mooreappblack
to the eyes, but is insensibly and imperceptiblyaeted. When the whole of the Tincture has bedraeted from
the body that is to be dissolved, the blacknessiisplete. The more you digest the substance &ttfiles more you
subtilize the gross, and blacken the compound.éraes four principal colours, the first of whichbigickness; and
it is of all colours the most tardy in making ifsp@arance. But as soon as the highest degreeeasblackness
has been reached (there being no idle intervadsiirwork), that colour begins little by little taeyd to another. The
time during which this blackness is developed iy Weng, and so is the time during which it disagse but it is
only for one moment that the blackness neitheriases nor decreases: for things find rest onlgahwhich is the
end of their being, but blackness is not the enouofsubstance.

The advent of the blackness is like the comindhefriight, which is preceded by a long twilight-whka last ray of
light has faded away, the blackness of night hasecmnly our work is more tedious, and the chasgtherefore,
still less perceptible.

It may be objected that the black tincture beginlsa extracted as soon as the inward heat is roasddhat,
therefore, the colour which appears must be, fiwenvery first, an intense black. My answer is thatTincture
which is extracted is, as a matter of fact, notkléut of a dazzling white; and that the blackrieggoduced
gradually, through the action of the water on thdyh out of which it draws the soul (the tincturdys giving the
body up to decomposition. It is this putrefactitime(result of the mutual action of the Sulphur Metcury) which
imparts to the Tincture its black colour; in itsi#lé Tincture is brilliantly white. How long, thewjll you have to
wait till perfect blackness appears? Flamellus tedl that this intense blackness comes at thefeatibat forty
days. Ripley advises us to let the mingled subssnemain together for six weeks, until the corioaptas taken
place, during which time the fire must be very ¢g2mAnd Bernard (of Trevisa) suggests the samegthifmen he
says in his parable: " The King doffs his glorisabes, and gives them to Saturn, who clothes hisngarment of
black silk, which he retains for forty days." Ofuzee, the blackness which is here spoken of ieqoally intense
all the time, as you will understand from what baen said above.

In the course of this change from white to blable, substance naturally passes through a varietyerfediate
colours; but these colours (being more or lesdantal) are not invariably the same, and depeng meich on the
original proportion in which the two substances@mbined. In the second stage, during which thstsimce
changes from black to white, it is already far putiee colours are more lucid, and more to be dépeémipon. In the
two phases there are intermediate colours; bitdrfitst they are more dingy and obscure thanenstttond, and
very much less numerous. In the progress of thetanbe from blackness to whiteness (i.e., the sepbase of our
Magistery), the most beautiful colours are seem variety such as eclipses the glory of the rainbdmfore the
perfection of blackness is reached, there aresals@ transition colours, such as black, azureyatow-and the
meaning of these colours is that your substannetiyet completely decayed; while the body is dythg colours
are seen, until black night shrouds the whole loorin pitchy gloom. But when the process of resttio@ begins
(in the second phase) the hues are more numerduspéendid, because the body is now beginning tgldmified,
and has become pure and spiritual.

But in what order do the colours of which we spapgear? To this question no definite answer cagisn,
because in this first phase there are so much tanarand variation. But the colours will be tHearer and more
distinct, the purer your water of life is. The fqanincipal colours (white, black, white red), alvgapllow in the
same order; but the order of the intermediate asloannot be so certainly determined, and you owghé content
if within the first 40 days you get the black calolihere is only one caution you should bear indnin regard to
this point: if a reddish colour appears beforelitaek (especially if the substance begins to logkathd powdery at
the same time), you may be almost sure that yoe haarred your substance by too violent a fire. ¥bould be



very careful, then, about the regulation of youe;fif the fire be just hot enough, but not too, bé inward
chemical action of our water will do the rest.

Our Solution, then, is the reducing of our Stonégdirst matter, the manifestation of its essalrtquid, and the
extraction of natures from their profundity, whighfinished by bringing them into a mineral wateoy is this
operation easy: those who have tried can beatheutath of my words.

Philalethes - Fount of Chemical Truth

Back to Three Treatises

Our Magistery consists of three parts: the firstlglevith the essential and substantial composafasur Stone; the
second describes their manner of combination;Hing the mode of chemical procedure. Our substaac=éred
ore," or matured Sulphur, and water, undigestedchtgr or "white ore." To these a vessel is addddrrzace, and a
triple fire. In discussing their manner of combioat we have to consider their weight and the reginThe weight
is twofold, and so is the regimen: between themg tireduce the following processes -- Calcinatioigsblution,
Separation, Conjunction, Putrefaction, Distillati@oagulation, Sublimation, Fixation, and Exaltati@he first two
produce the black, viscous powder, by means ofuitheatural fire," a temperate, incomburent, andraig ignition.
There is then a further change into a mineral watkee three operations which follow are the restithe first and
third fires, namely, natural and contra-natural] &irculate” the substance, until the gross isasgjed from the
subtle, and the whole is evenly tempered, the s¢gadielements being then recombined, impregnated, a
putrefied.

The five last operations are the result of natfiralwhich increases and gets stronger from dajetn purifying the
putrefied substance of its dross, by continual @siomas and descents. This process is thereforedcditillation,
volatilization, ablution, imbibition, humectatiorf the earth, and is continued until the drynesslgadly thickens
the substances, and, finally, under the influerf@dotion or continued sublimation, induces fixatithe terminal
point of which is exaltation, an exaltation whishniot local, from the bottom to the surface, buligative, from
vileness to the highest excellence.

These operations are sometimes called regimenshéng. are only two kinds of fire, the natural amel non-
natural, the latter being employed to call outdhgvity of the former. Putrefaction precedes regation, and is
caused by the strife of the two fires. That parhefwork which is subsequent to putrefaction amgunction,
when the Sulphur and the water have become oneglaadeceive congelation, is effected by the rsfiine alone.
The substances are our body (commonly styled Lemgsath) and our water (our true rain water). Oatewis the
life of all things, and if you can by much toil @lot it, you will have both silver and gold. It lsetwater of Saltpetre,
and outwardly resembles Mercury, while inwardljtsitheart there burns purest infernal fire. Do b@teceived
with common quicksilver, but gather that Mercuryiebhthe returning Sun, in the month of March, diéfg
everywhere, till the month of October, when itifger

Know that our Mercury is before the eyes of all mtough it is known to few. When it is prepared,Splendour is
most admirable; but the sight is vouchsafed to neaee the sons of knowledge. Do not despisedtetbre, when
you see it in sordid guise; for if you do, you witver accomplish our Magistery -- and if you chargye its
countenance, the transformation will be glorious: ur water is a most pure virgin, and is lovednainy, but
meets all her wooers in foul garments, in ordet sha@ may be able to distinguish the worthy fromahworthy.
Our beautiful maiden abounds in inward hidden gsaualike the immodest woman who meets her lovers i
splendid garments. To those who do not despiséobikexterior, she then. appears in all her beaang, brings
them an infinite dower of riches and health. Oue@uis pure above measure, and her splendouhkitet a
celestial being -- and so indeed she is callechby83ages, who also style her their quintessenaebiiligancy is
such as baffles imagination, and, if you would hamg idea of it, you must see it with your own ey@sr water is
serene, crystalline, pure, and beautiful- thougtait assume its true form only through the aidunfArt. In that
form it is our sea, our hidden fountain, from whgtid derives its birth by natural descent; yét élso stronger
than gold, and overcomes it, wherefore gold isathib it, and is washed in it, and the two togetrew up into a
strong hero, whom neither Pope nor Emperor carfdrug price. Hence you should, above all thingekdais
water, by means of which (with the solitary additmf a clean and perfect body) the Stone may bespeel.

But it requires profound study to become acquaimtitd all the secrets of our sea, and with its abd flow. It took
me 18 months, after | had discovered the sprirmuofvater, to find the method of making it welltforbecause |
did not know the meaning of the fiery furnace & Bages. When | discovered it, indeed, the sigithwihbeheld
richly rewarded me for all my pains. | was thendrnly, as by a flash of inspiration, enabled toarsthnd all the



secret words and enigmas of the Sages. Our wattee fre which causes both death, and, througkhgdeamore
glorious life. Whoever discovers it has reachedatigimn of his Magistery, as Nature will then (whie@ pure
body has been put into it) perform all the othercgisses, and carry the substance onward to perfehbtiough all
the different regimens. This water, though on@oissimple, but compounded of two things: the viessd the fire
of the Sages. and the bond which holds the twathegeSo when we speak of our vessel, and ounfieemean by
both expressions, our water; nor is our furnacehang diverse or distinct from our water. Therghien one vessel,
one furnace, one fire, and all these make up onerwBhe fire digests, the vessel whitens and pates, the
furnace is the: bond which comprises and encloesna all these three are our Mercury. Therenaa@y kinds of
fire (and of water) in our Magistery, but all themdy represent different aspects of our Mercury.

There is only one thing in the whole world from alhiour Mercury can be obtained. It is like goldessence, but
different in substance, and if you change its elgmgou will have what you seek. Join heaven tthdarthe fire of
love, and you will see in the middle of the firmarhthe bird of Hermes. Do not confound the natuoes separate
and re-combine them, and you will reign in hondluyeur life.

In the South-west there is a high mountain (ve e Sun), one of seven, and the second in h&lghtmountain
is of a very hot temperature (because it is nofréan the Sun), and in this mountain is enclosedour or spirit,
whose services are indispensable for our work.iBides not ascend, unless it is quickened, nibmgickened
unless you dig knee-deep on the summit of the naounif you do this, a subtle exhalation (or spisiscends, and
is congealed by the air into drops of beautifullgdid water -- which is our water, our fire, oursgel, and our
furnace; not common Mercury, but the hot and masid of most pure Salt, which we call Mercurychese in
comparison with the Sun, it is immature and cdithé Almighty had not created this Mercury, thengmutation of
metals would be impossible, because gold doedmg# tinless it be first tinged itself. Our Mercisythe beloved
spouse of gold, and changes its body into a pw@ihtual substance; gold loves it so, that foyMewe he dies, and
is revived by his spouse, and she is impregnatddrbyand conceives, and bears a most beautifall smyn. The
whole knowledge of our Art consists in the discgvef this our sea; any Alchemist who is ignoranttpis simply
wasting his money. Our sea is derived from the reinrof which | told you above. The exhalation drite smoke
which ascends there, will accomplish our whole Mtagly. There is another secret which you shouldwkifigou
wish to see your hope fulfilled, viz., how you #@oedig a hole in the mountain, as its surface igdnetrable to
ordinary tools, its dryness being such that itlxsome harder than a flint. But in the places afi®sa small herb
is found, called Saturnia, whose twigs appear lolnyin whose roots there is abundance of juices hierb you
should carefully take up with the roots, and cavith you to the foot of the mountain, and, with tredp of fire,
bury it beneath the mountain; its virtue will atcerpenetrate the whole mountain, and soften ith.€ahen you
may ascend to the summit, easily dig a hole knee,d&nd pour in so much dry and viscous water itlpa@netrates
to where the herb lies buried, and makes it asesralfume, which carries upward with it the sgifithe mountain.
This spirit is the strength of fire mingling withater, and dwelling in it. The spirit of Saturniah® whitening fume,
the vapour of the mountain is fire, and all thésads are fire. Thus you obtain Saturnia, the rgyaht and mineral
herb, which together with fat flesh makes suchupsas to eclipse the richest banquets in the wbidde is an
enigmatic description of our water, which should¢@urse of time and study, become plain to thgeliit enquirer.
There is the King (gold), and the water which is King's Bath; our water is the vessel, inasmucbuaing is
enclosed in it, and the furnace, inasmuch as oaiidienclosed in it, and our fire, inasmuch asvittee or spirit of
the mountain dwells in it, and the woman, inasmaglit receives the vapour of the plant Saturnid;anthe dear
friend of the Sun penetrates, whitens, and softeasd causes it to emit its sperm. Then the fiéryie which is in
the water, begins to act on our body, wasting aadifging it, until at length the innate heat o&tBun is roused
into activity. Our Stone is called a little worloecause it contains within itself the active arelpghssive, the motor
and the thing moved, the fixed and the volatile, tiature and the crude -- which, being homogendwmalis,and
perfect each other. We have already shewn thablgect in adding matured Sulphur to crude Mercting 6ame
thing in different stages of development), is torsén and accelerate the natural process. Golthdd and dry body,
silver a frigid and humid one, Mercury the meansafveying tinctures. The body of the Sun is magtlly
digested, that of the Moon imperfect and immatuigle Mercury is the bond by which these two corigmare
united. Join the Moon to Mercury by means of prdpeat, so that the two become one Mercury whidckinstits
inward fire; then the Mercury will be freed from dtoss and superfluities, and it will become trzarent like the
tears we shed, though not exactly perspicuousuftiten unite this purified Mercury to gold, in whiis the Moon
and fire, the hot and dry will love the-cold andid, and they will unite on the bed of the fireflaéndship; the
man will dissolve over the woman, and the womandsgulated over the man, till the spirit and thdybbecome
one by commixtion. Continue the same operatiortifietheaven descend to the earth) till the spiris pn the body,
and both are fixed together. Then our Stone wilehabtained its royal virtue. For Mercury is thetevaof all
metals, and they are digested in it. When vegetadnie boiled in ordinary water, which is naturditigid and



humid, it partakes of their qualities, and is yepparable from them; so the pure Mercury, whicmiali metals and
minerals, is perfectly separable from the drossfarelgn matter which has become mixed up with thget the
different minerals and metals qualify the Mercurythe same way as the water is qualified by thetadges cooked
in it. There are these two differences betweerMarcury and the water, that the water is not ccatgal and fixed
with the vegetables as our water is with the megadd that, while the colour of common water israjed by
anything boiled in it, Mercury retains its own cotand fluxibility, though its essence is qualififitherefore the
Mercury is effectual in the dissolution of the miggand the metal in the coagulation of the Mercanygl as, in the
dissolution, the form and colour of the metal teifd in the form and colour of the Mercury, soc@agulation, the
form and colour of the Mercury is hidden in thenfoand colour of the metal; neither do the qualitiEthe metal in
dissolution prevent the fluxibility of the Mercunyor the qualities of Mercury in coagulation thetfi of the metal.
Do you not here observe a wonderful harmony betwéercury and the metals? For their love is liket tifamother
and son, sister and brother, male and female. Hiiegeare calculated mutually to perfect each oter water
imparting to the body a spiritual and volatile matuwvhile the body gives to the water a corporabktance. The
reason that the colour of Mercury is not changetbittion by the dissolved body, is this: the eartd water in the
Mercury are homogeneous, and so well temperechititer can be separated from the other, and tteegcawell
mixed that the whole substance exhibits (togethtr great fluxibility) so great a consistency asirety to conceal
the colours -- and only if a part of the Mercurylestroyed or marred by some deleterious chemirabsive, are
the colours seen. The relations of Mercury in respéearth and water are these: in respect ofniite fluxible

and liquid, in respect of earth it moistens nothdog what is of the same essence with it. Thesks il enable you
to detect any errors in your treatment of Merc@gme obstruct or divide its homogeneity by undulgirey up its
water; others corrupt the earth and render it diaphs by disproportionate mixing. Mercury is thersp of the
metals; it contains in itself the Sulphur by whalbne it is digested (through which Nature woulddurse of time
have matured it into gold); nor would it be possitd convert Mercury into gold without it. This meg Sulphur,
then, is radically mixed with the Mercury, and pidigests it, while itself is putrefied by the Mery, and is
revived again, not as common, but as spiritualefrative, and tinging gold, which has power to fyuinperfect
metals of all their dross, and to change themiistown nature. Thus you see that none of the Mgrsiiould be
destroyed, or violently dealt with; all you havedwo is to add to it a mature body sprung from #maes root, and
mix the two in their smallest parts, by means af@wnning conjunction (which is performed, not bsnanual, but
by a purely natural process, of which the Artistslaot even understand the cause). We must diggmdwwever,
between our transmutative conjunction, and a darbojunction practised by sophists which is megefysing
together of the two substances, and leaves eaciyexdat it was before. In our operation the gpifigold infuses
itself into the spirit of Mercury, and their unibecomes as inseparable as that of water mixedweitar. The
conjunction can take place only by means of the Maoan imperfect body and fire; and this Moorhis sap of the
water of life, which is hidden in Mercury, and 81®d up by fire; it is a spirit which enters thedy, and compels it
to retain its soul. We speak not of common Merdwigich lacks the spirit and fire), but of our Meral water --
though common Mercury may be made like it by théitaah of that which it lacks. Our conjunction letgrand
secret of our Art for earth is not inseparably edito water, but the union of water with watem@issoluble; hence
our conjunction can take place only after dissohtiwhich dissolution takes place through the Mand fire that
are in the Mercury. For the Moon penetrates andenkj and the fire mortifies and frets, while watembines both
these properties, according to the philosophiaatuda: "The fire which | shew you, is water,"” andrless the
bodies are subtilized by fire and water, nothing lsa done in our Magistery.” Thus everything, frloaginning to
end, is accomplished, not by sophistical operatibosby our Mercury, which, unless it be violenttypeded, is
kept to the right road by the necessity of arrivitt@ certain goal.

Some Alchemists fail because they put (common) gatld Mercury in a phial over the fire, and thuswsgood seed
in barren earth. But gold is not the substanceuofStone in its whole essence, nor yet Mercury. Weawant for
our work of generation is the seed of gold whichrizfoundly hidden in our metal. This seed mustdmeived into
its own proper womb, and there mingle with the fenszed, in order that, being kindly fostered wigat, and fed
with its proper aliment, it may become that pargold which is of abundant use in our work. It & the whole of a
man that generates the infant, but only his sebi;his rightly disposed in the proper womb; andsty the seed
of gold (and not the whole metal) is useful for metallic generation. Gold is the Father of oum8tadhe substance
of our Stone is in gold, but gold is not the substaof our Stone; yet there is that in gold (thersp which, by
right manipulation, may become our Stone. We ekfram gold, by a cunning process, that whichssitost

highly matured virtue, and this is called, not coomyndead, but our living gold. The difference betweommon
gold and our gold, is that which exists betweemthé&r and his seed; common gold is dead and usaefs as our
work is concerned, until it emits its living seddke the body of gold, then, and gently extraatrfiibits seed, and
you will have the living male seed of our Stonejalkhwve now no longer call gold, but ore, magnéesiad, etc. --



because it is no longer a body, like gold, but @osh or spirit, which cannot revert to its corpbfeem. Aristotle
says: "The first thing you should do is to sublithe Mercury, then you should put a pure body ihtogure
Mercury." The sublimation of the Mercury which isrh referred to, is not an artificial, but a truel aatural one. It
is the " first preparation of the thin substands;'which the eclipse caused by the interpositiogantth is removed
from the Moon, enabling her to receive the lighttef Sun -- which happens when the murky spheBatirn (that
overshadowed the whole horizon) is removed, andehigscends the throne; then there rises upwarsteof
dazzling whiteness, whence there is distilled ugh@nearth a pure, sweet, and fragrant dew, th&grsoft and stirs
up great winds at its centre; these winds beaStame upward, where it is endowed with heavenlygirand
thence descending once more to its nurse, the, éardlothed upon with a corporeal nature, and teasives the
strength both of things above and of things bel®his living gold is "that which is, but does notpaar till it
pleases the Artist, and in the knowledge of whicthe secret of all perfection.” Mercury is outdign which the
Sun rises and sets; let the two be inseparablgdioih the bed of love, till from this (regeneraisrcury there
comes forth a quickening virtue, which is ablease the dead. Then there will appear the roydd chihose father
is the Sun, whose mother is the Moon... Besidesethi@ngs, we need, of course, a furnace of clagsael of glass,
and a triple fire; but we do not call these thraewessel, our fire, or our furnace, because orglisaphists employ
these things as well as the Sages; when we speak oEssel, our furnace, and our fire, the terrag@be
interpreted in accordance with the explanation tihie gave above. Of this fire a Sage might well $Bghold,
the fire, which | will shew you, is water "; - aadain, "The vessel of the Sages is their waterdther Sage says,
that all our operations take place in our humid,fin our secret furnace, and our hidden vessdlitzareby clearly
shews that there must be a fire, vessel, and farrdber than those which ignorant Alchemists pasgegreater
perfection and abundance than we. Our applian@paat of our substance, and are described by &agids, for
instance, as the "vessel of Nature," and the tfirdature." This practice is followed by Flamelldstephius,
Lullius, and all other Sages; and | tell you thedse three appliances are, after all, only onghfnature of our
substance is one. Our fire is that which dissobres heats bodies more effectually than ordinagy fience it is
called ardent wine and a most strong fire, andSidiges bid us burn our ore with our most strong-firgords which
are falsely interpreted of an ordinary coal fird tlds fire John Mehungus writes: "No artificiatdican infuse so
high a degree of heat as that which comes fromdreav

Book of Alze

The German text was first printed in Johann Grafsitermannus Condeesyanudyas chymica tripartita
Frankfurt, 1625 and a Latin translation includedhieMusaeum Hermeticunssued by the same publisher, Lukas
Jennis, in the same year.

[Transcribed by Jerry Bujas.]

A Very Brief Tract
Concerning the Philosophical Stone.

Written by an unknown German Sage,
About 200 years ago,
And called the Book of Alze.
But now published for the first time.

The Book of Alze.

Do not, gentle Reader, find fault with me for spagHirst about the Moon, then about the Sun, &edather
planets, and only in the third place about our reastllent Medicine, ALZE. In this case that whisHast is better
and more honourable than that which is first. Titestance must first become white, and then rexdirihot become

red unless it have first become white. Hence SitherSage says: "Know that unless you first makestoae
white, you cannot make it red.” For by the redtheerest of the planets united, and the Medicirgeaps unawares



unless this order is observed in the matter ofathite and red. So is the Moon first taken and makiéh the white,
Elixir, that is, the white of the Moon to the whité Mercury out of bodies comes to the red. WhemgaeSages say
that the red is hidden in the white, which theyndb dare to extract, until the whole substancebleg®me red.
When the substance has been subjected to therin8ugf the Moon, it may then, in the second plaeghrought
under the influence of the Sun, which will bring thedicine to perfection without any aid from thber planets.
By which you may understand why the Medicine cotast even as from the Father proceeds the Sorthend
Holy Spirit from both of these. He that hath earfi¢ar let him hear, and comprehend the briefrsiaté of our Art,
which is given in "The Crowd": "Know that the trligncture can be prepared only out of our ore." @oning this
ore | therefore propose to give you the only exalam that is required, and | shall be carefulupptement and
confirm my own opinion by quotations from other 8agl shall speak not only about our ore, but alsaut our
union or conjunction of water and mercury. For BEimas says: "Nothing profitable can arise out ofeleenents
without conjunction and gentle coction." Our orecas calls the white ore, and it goes by many athenes on
account of the many colours which it exhibits ie tharious stages of the chemical process. But ththeyjealousy
of the Sages has described it under various nahigsand remains only one substance. Pythagangs $Many
names are given to it; nevertheless, it is notleilsg but the one and true Matter, and this is bgae of the
development of its nature. The envious have desdritby the names of all bodies, as, for instaaasin, lead,
copper, etc., according to the variety of its cadouSo Lucas tells us that we have no need of ntfasings but only
of one thing. Diamedes and Basan say: "Do not adidany foreign substance; for the common substafienetals
is one thing, and more excellent than all othanghi" Hence our whole Art is concerned with waaed a twin
substance that ameliorates the water. Synon telisat sulphur and our ore are derived from onegtrand changed
into four. Lucas says: "The white ore is subjedtedoction till it generates itself. Thus it becammited in all its
four elements, and receives a living soul. It igaranore than one thing, but as a man consisteay,lsoul, and
spirit, and yet is no more than one person, ssohstance consists of body, soul, and spirit. Theeceives its
strength, spirit, and growth from the water." Ttagy&s say: "If the ore be often deadened in itd@odt becomes
all the more excellent, and if the body have a sftglr the manner of man."The body does not peteetie@ soul,
but the soul penetrates the body, because it ailolThe soul which is hidden in the four partshe body, is
called sulphur. These bodies are male and femadebwg their mutual operation our substance becaonagsr.
Aristeus says: "Observe the indestructible wateckvissues from it." Take the humidity which it ga/off. Hence
other Sages say: "Take water with its twin substanand let it be dried up by means of the vapdichwis like it,
and coagulated in its own water." That water is akllled poison; it is the principle of life, besauit is a soul, and
extracted from many things. All bodies that thiadiure enters are quickened; all bodies from whichextracted
are destroyed. Its potency is spiritual blood, Whi€well mixed with bodies, transmutes them. igforits, and
combines with them into one substance. The bodgcstthe spirit, and the spirit tinges the bodthwi spiritual
substance like blood. For the Sages say that whiates a spirit has blood. If the venom penetraebdy, it
imparts to it an indestructible colour, and thes $bul cannot be separated from the body any rfareflying it
faces round and meets its pursuer, then is thietffigan end. The two belong together, and Natwaya tends to
assimilate kindred substances. The final coloimdestructible, because the soul pervades evetyptre body,
and is inseparably bound up with it. Though theewat naturally cold, yet we must beware of toockea degree of
heat; for if the moisture of the substance be dujgdour work must come to nought.
That which is called the spirit, is the active naale principle, and can only be obtained by thedligion of the
body. Accordingly, we must understand this of thenfdity which results, namely, that which is proddcas long
as two spouses are conjoined after a lawful mamven unto the white. Would you know when the bbdy been
rendered liquid by coction ? Hear what Bonellusnaars: "When you see a black substance floatingennater,
you may know that the body has been dissolved."
These two, body and spirit, have a third thing Whigpresents their common substance, and is, farits called
their body. It-is also called a round cloud, deathckness, darkness, shadow, ashy lead, or alimetad subtle
ore; or it is described, after that which is ob¢girirom it, as gold that was hidden in the bodiafjnesia. Hence it
is said: "Extract the shadow thereof from the sptem." This also is the substance of which so nfeawe spoken.
Three things constitute the true ore, viz., bodyl sand spirit. Hence it is compared to an eggahse in an egg,
too, the chicken is developed out of three thifidgmis also Alchemy is produced out of the above-roeat three
things, as many philosophers do testify in "Thev@td The male principle, or the water, is also @dlthe "nature”;
for water is a natural agent which dissolves tleeneints of bodies, and then again unites them. Caingethis
water, it is said by Fictes, that its nature haswionderful power of transmuting the body into ispihere it is
found alone it overcomes all other things, anchigxcellent, harsh, and bitter acid, which trangsgpold into pure
spirit. Without this acid we cannot attain eithiee ted, or the black, or the white. When it is coret with bodies,
then the body changes into spirit, by a heaventy ind immutable, indestructible tincture. Knosoathat the



union must be brought about by a gentle fire, stheeelements cannot stand a fierce fire, untiluthien has taken
place. When the gentle heat is applied, the elesr@tour and consume each other, and yet agathgasther
hand, comfort and strengthen each other, and &a other to stand the test of fire. Hence the@Sagy: "Invert
the elements, and you will find what you seek."ifert the elements is to make that which is maist, and that
which is volatile, fixed. The husband also enforcesjunction that he may reproduce his own likenkmy strive
to accomplish this separation and conjunction;féwtsucceed in bringing about an union which candthe test
of fire. The composition which is prepared out of precious substance is not even in the sligltegtee
diminished in volume by fire. Rather, it is noueshby fire, as a mother nourishes her child. Tlaesehe only
things that have the power of making red and whitth inwardly and outwardly. Remember that at finey can
only bear a gentle fire. When you see that a wbe#etbegins to appear it must be your next cargttact it from
the black substance; then you should develop theess which is hidden in it. But the latter objgmil must attain,
not by extraction, but by gentle coction. Do notwvehthat the Sages describe our ore under mangszamd as
consisting of body, soul, and spirit. They are atferred to as brothers, or as husband and wifeG&ber says
that sometimes the whole substance is only calbely bor spirit; and unless there be a dissolutido water, our
work cannot be brought to a successful issue. Ofsey we do not mean the water of the clouds,efotlish say,
but a permanent water, which, however, cannot b@geent without its body. Thus Hermogenes sayswiare
to take the hidden spirit, and not to despisedtaunse it shares its great power with its brother.only the union of
the two can give us the right Tincture. The wasealso called a most sharp acid with which the hodgt be
washed,; this is what Socrates calls is woman's ya#t child's play."The secret of our Art is théomnof man and
woman: the husband receives the tinging spirit frosrwife. The union of husband and wife coagul#tesfemale
principle; and if the whole be transmuted into ned,have the treasure of the world, of which Sysays: "If the
water be changed into the body, the body is charfgetinto earth, then into dust and ashes, andhave what
you want."

Then the work is over, and the Stone contains witisielf the Tincture in the body of Magnesia. Tdfere, the
Sages say, in conclusion: "My son, extract fromgpiendour its shadow." Accordingly, we need erertand
exercise is beneficial to us, seeing that milloisififants, but that strong men require strongedfd&o also is it in
this operation of the Stone.

Now, it is laid down by Geber that our Art mustmore for the substance than Nature has done fothierwise we
should never obtain the Medicine which has the pafeorrecting and perfecting the essences oféwven
planets, or metals. For this purpose the Art oh&loy has been delivered to us by the Sages; bbietjiener must
be on his guard against being misled by their maahspeaking, and the multiplicity of names whibky give to
our substance, which has been suggested to thétm gneat variety of (successive) colouring, andhgyfact that it
is composed of the four elements. The Stone musateated with its water, that it may imbibe It ahd then
subjected to the action of fire, until it turnsadind of dust, like burnt blood, and becomes itdesible by fire.
This Stone is sought by Kings, but is found onlthgse to whom it is given of God. It is publiclyi@d for money.
But if men knew its precious nature, they wouldseeto think lightly of it. God, however, has hiddefrom the
world and he who would accomplish our work sholst fay the right foundation, or his building mestme to
nought. Let me tell you, then, that our Stone nexgua gentle fire; and if, after not many daydjéat and lie in the
tomb, yet God restores to it its spirit, and rensoie disease and its impurity. When it is burnasbes, it must be
well sprinkled and saturated with its blood, uittbecomes like burnt blood. Hermes remarks thét babstances
rejoice in being united to each other. To the gmtisubstance God gives that which Nature coutdjive it. For
Nature has nothing so precious as the true Tincame if with its bodies it become liquid, it praris a marvellous
effect. For the Tincture changes everything it iged with into its own nature, and makes it whitghbwithin and
without. By one operation and way, by one substaaeé by one mixing, the whole work is accomplishedile its
purity is also one, and it is perfected in two ssagach consisting of a dissolution and a coctidth, the repetition
of these.

It must be your first object to elicit the whiteses the substance by means of gentle and contiooettbn or heat.
| know that the Sages describe this simple progedsr a great number of misleading names. Bufptizling
variety of nomenclature is only intended to ved flact that nothing is required but simple coctibhis process of
coction, however, you must patiently keep up, dvad with the Divine permission, until the King iowned, and
you receive your great reward. If you ask whetherdubstance of our Stone be dear, | tell youthigapoor possess
it as well as the rich.

Many have been reduced to beggary because thagtyotlespised that which is highly esteemed byShges. If
kings and princes knew it, none of us would evealle to obtain it. Only one vessel is requiredtfi@r whole
process, which should be of stone, and should palda of resisting fire.



A pound of the body of our ore should be taken, @mdiered as pure, refined, and highly rectifide the virtue of
heaven, as the philosophers have it. Then the h&lsseld be placed in a reverberatory alembic. hisuld be set
over a gentle fire, the vessel being kept tightbsed, in order that it may be able to retain @spanion, and
permit the same to enkindle the whiteness theesokucas says. The vessel containing the ore neystaloed over
the fire, since there can be no perfection withmat and intermixture of elements, seeing thatjroduced from
blood. When the male and the female principle H@aen together for a space of forty nights, theemiemission of
moist warm seed; and to the same God has libegalgn much blood to heat it. This seed develops amt embryo
which is supported with a little milk over a moderéire, and grows stronger day by day. Its gromitst be aided
by warmth; but the heat of the fire should be tengte, like that of the Sun. This may be effectgglacing our
vessel over an empty vessel, and that again upoe gtowing coals. The process of coction shoulddrginued
until the alembic is well dried and the substanegifis to assume a liquid aspect; for water alosefiécient for the
coagulation and fixing of the whole, as we are tmfd>emocritus. This water is described under vwericames,
such as sulphur, quicksilver, spirit, and also wapfor it can scarcely retain its companion. Themein our Art
only two substances, and if | speak of two, thérirk of four, all which things require one thirgy which Nature,
conquering all Nature, is extracted. For Natureaorount of its nature, rejoices in itself, Natoomquers nature,
and in itself contains nature. At the same time ism®t opposed to the other, but one comprehéasther,
whereby it excels the other, and the philosophaligtis water the purifying water.

This dissolution first imparts a black appearamcthée body. The substance should then turn white fiaally red.
The blackness exhibits an intermediate stage betfiesdness and volatility. So long as there ishkhess, the
female principle prevails, till the substance emiato the white stage. This whiteness is calledfiist power of our
Stone, and the water is referred to as that maliext acid. You must be very careful not to dgsthe potency of
this water. Avicenna says that natural heat opegati humid bodies, first causes blackness; themoves the
blackness; and finally causes whiteness, as magde in calx. Hence our substance must becomélsit, and
then white, and be reduced to a kind of powdernTthe soul must be restored to the powder by a galfire; and
both [be] subjected to coction until they becomstfiblack, then white, afterwards red, and finglbypd venom, the
whole being accomplished by the separation of watend now, the waters being divided, cook the enahd the
vapour till coagulation takes place, and there aslena white stone. Then are the waters dividedthemo
mortification, or exsiccation, follows, and is @llclouds, or smoke. The smoke well coagulated istfeces
becomes quick white; roast then the white oreitiratly bring forth itself. When the blackness vaes, the spirit
is restored; for the spirit does not die, but rathgckens body and soul. The more perfectly oerispurged, and
subjected to coction, the better it becomesittifl at length condensed into a Stone. But it rhestlissolved again
and subjected to a powerful fire, until it looksdiburnt blood. If this Stone be added to any suled, it tinges it
into gold. The Sages speak of it as a kind of rdake, they say, the whole virtue of the Tinctaneg concentrate it
in the Root. If a body which has no earthy elemeategive this Tincture, it receives more benefirnthess excellent
bodies. The Stone overcomes everything to whichapplied, and tinges foreign bodies with its ax@four. The
dry fire tinges bodies, the air strengthens thémm white water washes away their blackness, andeagh receives
the Tincture. Concerning the coction needed fordinelopment of our substance, the Sages havessgore
themselves in a great variety of ways. Observe ldermwho says that it must be repeated again arid, agpil the
red colour at length is obtained. Herein is thbititg of the whole work. Afterwards it assumes rmamany
colours, not including the red, which appears atahd. For the white must precede it. Set to wgrthb regimen of
fire, and triturate. The above mentioned water Niadas all bodies; even such as are gross it patest until it has
assimilated them to its own nature. Know that uslesu operate upon bodies until they are destrayedtheir soul
is extracted, with such you will never tinge anylpofor nothing tinges which has not first itsedfdn tinged. If the
body be made fluid and burnt, then it bends itseifards its begetter, becoming a subtle Magnesthjtaurns
towards the earth, which makes it spiritual andfiés it. Before the final whiteness of the firsage is attained, the
substance turns first of a black, then of an oraagd then of a reddish colour (which, howevequige different
from the final redness of the last stage). The$sues, however, need not trouble you, since theyeaanescent and
merely transitional.

From what | have said you may gather that our sugstis found in the gold which is hidden in Magaeand that
it is one thing composed of sulphur from sulphutt arercury from mercury. And as the substance ofStane is
one, so is the method of its preparation. Therefdoenot listen to those ignorant and frauduleahamists who
speak of many different kinds of sublimation anstilation. Turn a deaf ear to those who say thatdubstance of
our Stone is the powder of the Basilisk. As to(leragth of) time required for the preparation, youst begin it in
the winter, which is moist, and extract the moistuntil the spring, when all things become greed,\&hen our
substance, too, should exhibit a variety of cololrshe summer the substance should be redugeovider by
means of a powerful fire. The autumn, the seasaipehess, should witness its maturity, or finamess. About the



motions of the stars or planets you need not teoyburself. Our substance is a body containingsiigt which
makes glass malleable, and turns crystals intoucatbs. One drop of our Elixir, as large as a drbgin, will
suffice to tinge and transmute a body a thousanéddias large as itself.

This most noble Remedy was appointed, like all othimgs, for the use of man, because he is the giosous of
God's creatures, and the lord of the whole eartias given to him for the purpose of preservirgytauth,
expelling disease, preventing suffering, and priogichim with all he requires. Our Elixir is bettiwan all the
medicinal preparations of Hippocrates, Avicennal atihers. From it may be prepared a potable amtidbich has
power to cure leprosy. As fire purges and refinesats, so this Remedy restores to the human bedatural heat,
expels from it all health-destroying matter, andifies it against every conceivable form of diseass virtue is
infinitely greater than that of the potable golgtwvhich is taken as a preventative among theilésnt

Great and wonderful is the potency of the gold #hambers in Magnesia, both for the purifying a# tuman
system, and for the transmuting of metals. Whatensbiall | say? All the things that | have herehflaily described
| have seen with my own eyes, and performed withomg hands.

When | was preparing the substance, after discogéhie true method, | was so seriously interferéd ty the
persons with whom | lived that | was almost on bt of giving up the whole thing in despair. Angth |
communicated my discovery to a friend, who faithfeixecuted my instructions, and brought the work t
successful issue. For which Blessed Gift may Gogrh&sed, world without end. Amen.

An Open Entrance - Philalethes

This key work of Eirenaeus Philalethes was firdilgined asntroitus apertus ad occlusum regis palatium
Amsterdam, 1667 and a few years later issued Ereglish editionSecrets reveal'd: or, an open entrance to the
shut-palace of the king.ondon 1669. It was included in Cardiluciddagnalia medico-chymicaNurnberg, 1676, in
the Musaeum hermeticum reformatum et amplificaterankfurt, 1678, and in Manget's compendiitliotheca
chemica curiosal702.

[Transcribed by Jerry Bujas.]

An
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An Anonymous Sage and
Lover of Truth
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THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE
I, being an anonymous adept, a lover of learnind,aphilosopher, have decreed 'to write thiliitbatise of
medicinal, chemical, and physical arcana, in trer 645, after the Birth of Christ, and in the 2@edr of my age,
to assist in conducting my straying brethren outeflabyrinth of error, and with the further olije€ making
myself known to other Sages, holding aloft a tasttich may be visible far and wide to those whograing in
the darkness of ignorance. The contents of thikBwe not fables, but real experiments which | heaen, touched,
and handled, as an adept will easily conclude fitoese lines. | have written more plainly about tisthan any of
my predecessors; sometimes | have found myseli@wery verge of breaking my vow, and once or tiad to
lay down my pen for a season; but | could not tébisinward prompting of God, which impelled mep&rsevere
in the most loving course, who alone knows the thaad to whom only be glory for ever. Hence, | omiotedly
gather that in this last age of the world, many bdéicome blessed by this arcanum, through whaté tiaus
faithfully written, for | have not willingly left ay-thing doubtful to the young beginner. | know mavho with me
do enjoy this secret, and am persuaded that mang with also rejoice in its possession. Let theyhalill of God
perform what it pleases, though | confess myselfiramnorthy instrument through whom such great thistgsuld be
effected.

CHAPTER |

Of the need of Sulphur for producing the Elixir
Whoever wishes to possess this secret Golden Flesieh has virtue to transmute metals into gotahusd know
that our Stone is nothing but gold digested tohtighest degree of purity and subtle fixation to ethit can be
brought by Nature and the highest effort of Artgladhis gold thus perfected is called "our gold,"loger vulgar,
and is the ultimate goal of Nature. These wordsygih they may be surprising to some of my readeesirue, as |,
an adept, bear witness; and though overwise peesanstain chimerical dreams, Nature herself istmasderfully
simple. Gold, then, is the one true principle ofification. But our gold is twofold; one kind is moge and fixed,
the yellow Latten, and its heart or centre is diree whereby it is kept from destruction, and oplyrged in the fire.
This gold is our male, and it is sexually joinecatmore crude white gold -- the female seed: tleetbgether being
indissolubly united, constitute our fruitful Herntapdite. We are told by the Sages that corporal gotlead, until



it be conjoined with its bride, with whom the co&ding sulphur, which in gold is outwards, musttbened
inwards. Hence it follows that the substance whiehrequire is Mercury. Concerning this substanahes uses
the following words: "Blessed be the Most High Galab created Mercury, and made it an all-prevailing
substance." And it is true that unless we had Mgrcdichemists might still boast themselves, blitlair boasting
would be vain. Hence it is clear that our Mercigyot common mercury; for all common mercury isaenthat is
corporal, specific, and dead, while our Mercurgpgitual, female, living, and life-giving. Atterdosely to what |
say about our Mercury, which is the salt of theewisen. The Alchemist who works without it is likenan who
draws a bow without a string. Yet it is found nowehe a pure state above ground, but has to baatztt by a
cunning process out of the substance in whichigtgx

CHAPTER Il

Of the Component Principles of the Mercury of tlag&s
Let those who aim to purify Mercury by means ofsdheces and other foreign bodies, and by strahgmical
processes, understand that though our water isusricomposed, it is yet only one thing, formedhsyconcretion
of divers substances of the same essence. The o@migcof our water are fire, the vegetable "Saturtiquid,"”
and the bond of Mercury. The fire is that of min&alphur, which yet can be called neither mineial metallic,
but partakes of both characters: it is a chaogioit,sbecause our fiery Dragon, that overcomestaiigs, is yet
penetrated by the odour of the Saturnian liquglbibod growing together with the Saturnian sap arte body
which is yet neither a body (since it is all vdigtinor a spirit (since in fire it resembles meltedtal). It may thus
be very properly described as chaos, or the matha&lt metals. From this chaos | can extract eveng -- even the
Sun and Moon -- without the transmutatory Elixirisl called our Arsenic, our Air, our Moon, our Mg, and our
Chalybs: these names representing the differegéstaf its development, even unto the manifestatfahe kingly
diadem, which is cast out of the menstruum of @rtdd. Learn then, who are the friends of Cadmuw i8 the
serpent that devoured them; what the hollow oakhich Cadmus spitted the serpent. Learn who aredkes of
Diana, that overcome the green lion by gentleregsn the Babylonian dragon, which kills everythivith its
venom. Learn, also, what are the winged shoes ofilg, and who are those nymphs whom he charmsdanm
of his incantations.

CHAPTER Il

Concerning the Chalybs of the Sages
Our Chalybs is the true key of our Art, without waihithe Torch could in no wise be kindled, and astthe magi
have delivered many things concerning it, so amarngar alchemists there is great contention atstoature. It is
the ore of gold, the purest of all spirits; a sedrdernal, and yet most volatile fire, the wondéthe world, the
result of heavenly virtues in the lower world -f fehich reason the Almighty has assigned to it atngéorious and
rare heavenly conjunction, even that notable sigosg nativity is declared in the East. This stas 8&en by the
wise men of old, and straightway they knew that@aBGKing was born in the world. When you see dtsstellation,
follow it to the cradle, and there you will beh@deautiful Infant. Remove the impurities, look opbe face of the
King's Son; open your treasury, give to him golat after his death he will bestow on you his flagd blood, the
highest Medicine in the three monarchies of th¢hear

CHAPTER IV

Of the Magnet of the Sages
As steel is attracted towards the magnet, and tgmet turns towards the steel, so also our Madtrates our
Chalybs. Thus, as Chalybs is the ore of gold, savtagnet is the true ore of our Chalybs. The hiddemre of our
Magnet abounds in Salt, which Salt is the menstriruthe Sphere of the Moon, and can calcine goldls Tentre
turns towards the Pole with an archetic appetiteyhich the virtue of the Chalybs is exalted inegrkes. In the
Pole is the heart of Mercury, the true fire (in @his the rest of its Master), sailing through thisat sea that it may
arrive at both the Indies, and direct its courseheyaspect of the North Star, which our Magnet minifest.

CHAPTER V
Of the Chaos of the Sages
Let the student incline his ear to the united w&rdf the Sages, who describe this work as anagmthe Creation
of the World. In the Beginning God created Heaved Barth; and the Earth was without form and vaid] the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the watersd @wod said, "Let there be light," and there waktlihese
words are sufficient for the student of our Art.€llHeaven must be united to the Earth on the colitfeadship, so
shall he reign in glory for ever. The Earth is tieavy body, the womb of the minerals, which it ctes in itself,



although it brings to light trees and animals. Heaven is the place where the great Lights revalad,through the
air transmit their influences to the lower worldutBn the beginning all was one confused chaos.@ha#os is, as it
were, a mineral earth (by virtue of its coagulatj@nd yet also volatile air -- in the centre ofiethis the Heaven of
the Sages, the Astral Centre. which with its liglgdiates the earth to its surface. What man gewinough to
evolve out of this world a new King, who shall redehis brothers from their natural weaknesses yimggbeing
lifted on high, and giving his flesh and blood tbe life of the world ? | thank Thee, O God, thabl hast
concealed these things from the wise and prudedthast revealed them unto babes!

CHAPTER VI

Of the Air of the Sages
Our air, like the air of the firmament, divides thaters; and as the waters under the firmamentisitde to us
mortals, while we are unable to see the watersebiw firmament, so in "our work" we see the extrdial mineral
waters, but are unable to see those which, thoidgteh within, nevertheless have a real existenheyExist but
do not appear until it please the Artist, as thiaa@uof theNew Lighthas testified. Our air keeps the extracentral
waters from mingling with those at the centrehlough the removal of this impediment, they weralded to
mingle, their union would be indissoluble. Thereftine external vapours and burning sulphur doystiffhere to
our chaos, and unable to resist its tyranny, thie flies away from the fire in the form of a dryvpaer. This then
should be your great object. The arid earth mustrlzmted, and its pores softened with water ®bivn kind, then
this thief with all the workers of iniquity will beast out, the water will be purged of its lepretain by the addition
of true Sulphur, and you will have the Spring whasgers are sacred to the maiden Queen Dianatfibfds
armed with all the malignity of arsenic, and isréeghand eschewed by the winged youth. Though tmer&leNater
be his Spouse, yet the youth cannot come to hétQiana with the wings of her doves purges thespoous air,
and opens a passage to the bridal chamber. Theotitle enters easily through the pores, presehtikiag the
waters above, and stirring up a rude and ruddydclBo thou, O Diana, bring in the water over hirgreunto the
brightness of the Moon ! So the darkness on the ¢d¢he abyss will be dispersed by the spirit mgun the
waters. Thus, at the bidding of God, light will @ap on the Seventh Day, and then this sophic agafiMercury
shall be completed, from which time, until the rieximn of the year, you may wait for the birth betmarvellous
Child of the Sun, who will come to deliver his bnetn from every stain.

CHAPTER VII

Of the First Operation -- Preparation of Mercuryrbgans of the Flying Eagles
Know, my brother, that the exact preparation offagles of the Sages, is the highest effort ofAstirin this first
section of our work, nothing is to be done withbatd and persevering toil; though it is quite trieet afterwards
the substance develops under the influence of@éett without any imposition of hands. The Sagksi$ that
their Eagles must be taken to devour the Lion,thatithey gain the victory all the sooner if theg aery
numerous; also that the number of the work varesiben 7 and 9. The Mercury of the Sages is theé &iHermes
(now called a goose, now a pheasant). But the Eagkealways mentioned in the plural, and numizenfB to lo.
Yet this is not to be understood as if there shbeldo many weights or parts of the water to orteetarth, but
the water must be taken so oftentimes acuatedaspshed as there are Eagles numbered. This acisticade by
sublimation. There is, then, one sublimation ofercury of the Sages, when one Eagle is mentioawed the
seventh sublimation will so strengthen your Merctinat the Bath of your King will be ready... Leerell you now
how this part of the work is performed. Take 4 paftour fiery Dragon, in whose belly is hidden thagic
Chalybs, and 9 parts of our Magnet; mingle thenmiaans of a fierce fire, in the form of a mineratevathe foam
of which must be taken away. Remove the shell takel the kernel. Purge what remains once more lanmef
fire and the Sun, which may be done easily if Sasivall have seen himself in the mirror of Marseflyou will
obtain our Chameleon, or Chaos, in which all thueis of our Art are potentially present. Thishis infant
Hermaphrodite, who, through the bite of a mad ¢ag, been rendered so fearful of water, that thafighkindred
nature, it always eschews and avoids it. But ingitowe of Diana are two doves that soothe its ratadness if
applied by the art of the nymph Mercury. Take d @tunge it under water till it perish therein; thiée rabid and
black dog will appear panting and half suffocatedrive him down with vigorous blows, and the dagks will be
dispelled. Give it wings when the Moon is full, aihaill fly away as an Eagle, leaving the doveddéna dead
(though, when first taken they should be livinggpRat this seven times, and your work is donegémtie coction
which follows is child's play and a woman's work.

CHAPTER VI
Of the Difficulty and Length of the First Operation



Some Alchemists fancy that the work from beginrtmgnd is a mere idle entertainment; but those mhke it so
will reap what they have sown -- viz., nothing. Wew that next to the Divine Blessing, and the oisey of the
proper foundation, nothing is so important as umieeandustry and perseverance in this First Oamatt is no
wonder, then, that so many students of this Artradeiced to beggary; they are afraid of work, adk lupon our
Art as mere sport for their leisure moments. Foltatur is more tedious than that which the prepaygart of our
enterprise demands. Morienus earnestly entreatsititgeto consider this fact, and says that manyeSdwmve
complained of the tedium of our work. "To renderhaotic mass orderly™ says the Poet, "is mattenadh time
and labour” -- and the noble author of the Herna¢t#dacanum describes it as an Herculean task. Tderso many
impurities clinging to our first substance, and @stpowerful intermediate agent is required forpghepose of
eliciting from our polluted menstruum the Royal &&mn. But when you have once prepared your Mert¢heymost
formidable part of your task is accomplished, aad gnay indulge in that rest which is sweeter thaysork, as
the Sage says.

CHAPTER IX

On the Superiority of our Mercury over All Metals
Our Mercury is that Serpent which devoured the camigns of Cadmus, after having first swallowed Casim
himself, though he was far stronger than they.Gatdmus will one day transfix this Serpent, whemhae
coagulated it with his Sulphur. Know that this, dercury, is a King among metals, and dissolvesithg
changing their Sulphur into a kindred mercurialgabce. The Mercury of one, two, or three eaglesdrile over
Saturn, Jupiter, and Venus. The Mercury of frone¢hio seven eagles sways the Moon; that of terg&gls power
over the Sun; our Mercury is nearer than any atinéo the firstensof metals; it has power to enter metallic bodies,
and to manifest their hidden depths.

CHAPTER X

On the sulphur which is in the Mercury of the Sages
It is a marvellous fact that our Mercury containe sulphur and yet preserves the form and elpttoperties of
Mercury. Hence it is necessary that a form be ¢hioed therein by our preparation, which form isedatlic
sulphur. This Sulphur is the inward fire which casishe putrefaction of the composite Sun. Thishsuipous fire is
the spiritual seed which our Virgin (still remaigilmmaculate) has conceived. For an uncorrupteginiiy admits
of a spiritual love, as experience and authorifyraf The two (the passive and the active pringipglembined we
call our Hermaphrodite. When joined to the Suspitens, liquefies, and dissolves it with gentlathBy means of
the same fire it coagulates itself; and by its catipn produces the Sun. Our pure and homogendeusury,
having conceived inward Sulphur (through our Actagulates itself under the influence of gentlevaud heat,
like the cream of milk -- a subtle earth floatingthe water. When it is united to the Sun, it is @y not
coagulated, but the composite substance becomes daf/ by day; the bodies are almost dissolvedtha spirits
begin to be coagulated, with a black colour andbatrfetid smell. Hence it appears that this spititnetallic
Sulphur is in truth thenoving principle in our Attit is really volatile or unmatured gold, and bpper digestion is
changed into that metal. If joined to perfect gads not coagulated, but dissolves the corpooddigand remains
with it, being dissolved, under one form, althoungtfore the perfect union death must precede, thtiteyy may he
united after death, not simply in a perfect uniityt in a thousand times more than perfect perfectio

CHAPTER XI

Concerning the Discovery of the Perfect Magistery
There are those who think that this Art was fiistdvered by Solomon, or rather imparted to hinDbyine
Revelation. But though there is no reason for doghithat so wise and profoundly learned a sovereigs
acquainted with our Art, yet we happen to know tigtvas not the first to acquire the knowledgads possessed
by Hermes, the Egyptian, and some other Sagesebbiior, and we may suppose that they first sougitnale
exaltation of imperfect metals into regal perfeatiand that it was at first their endeavour to dtgyélercury,
which is most like to gold in its weight and profies, into perfect gold. This, however, no degremgenuity
could effect by any fire, and the truth gradualtghk® on their minds that an internal heat was regluas well as an
external one. So they rejected aqua fortis andoatbsive solvents, after long experiments withgame -- also all
salts, except that kind which is the first substaotall salts, which dissolves all metals and ctetgs Mercury, but
not without violence, whence that kind of agerdgsin separated entire, both in weight and virfreen the things
it is applied to. They saw that the digestion ofrtley was prevented by certain aqueous cruditidseanthy dross;
and that theadical nature of these impurities rendered their elimaraimpossible, except by the complete
inversion of the whole compound. They knew that diey would become fixed if it could be freed froheir



defiling presence -- as it contains fermenting Butpwhich is only hindered by these impuritiesrfirooagulating
the whole mercurial body. At length they discovetteat Mercury, in the bowels of the earth, wasndes to
become a metal, and that the process of developwanbnly stopped by the impurities with whichadhbecome
tainted. They found that that which should be &ciivthe Mercury was passive; and that its infiyneibuld not be
remedied by any means, except the introductiomwieskindred principle from without. Such a prineiphey
discovered in metallic sulphur, which stirred up passive sulphur in the Mercury, and by allyisglit with it,
expelled the aforesaid impurities. But in seekim@t¢complish this practically, they were met bytarogreat
difficulty. In order that this sulphur might be e€tual in purifying the Mercury, it was indispenkathat it should
itself be pure. All their efforts to purify it, haver, were doomed to failure. At length they betiiauhem that it
might possibly be found somewhere in Nature in@fipd condition -- and their search was crownethvgiuccess.
They sought active sulphur in a pure state, anddaticunningly concealed in the House of the R&his sulphur
mingled most eagerly with the offspring of Satuangd the desired effect was speedily produceder #ie
malignant venom of the " air" of Mercury had beempered (as already set forth at some length) d{ptives of
Venus. Then life was joined to life by means ofliaid; the dry was moistened; the passive wasestiinto action
by the active; the dead was revived by the livifige heavens were indeed temporarily clouded ovgratter a
copious downpour of rain, serenity was restoredicdMiy emerged in a hermaphroditic state. Then fhaged it in
the fire; in no long time they succeeded in codiudgt, and in its coagulation they found the Sund the Moon in
a most pure state. Then they considered that, d@®coagulation, this Mercury was not a metalcsj on being
volatilised, it left no residue at the bottom oé tlhistilling vessel; hence they called it unmatugettl and their
living (or quick) silver It also occurred to thehmt if gold were sown, as it were, in the soiltefawn first
substance, its excellence would probably be entthrzeel when they placed gold therein, the fixed waatilised,
the hard softened, the coagulated dissolved, tarezement of Nature herself. For this reasonwesided these
two to each other, put them in a still over the,fiand for many days regulated the heat in accoedaith the
requirements of Nature. Thus the dead was revitedbody decayed, and a glorified spirit rose ftbengrave; the
soul was exalted into the Quintessence -- the Us@tdviedicine for animals, vegetables, and minerals

CHAPTER XII

The Generic Method of Making the Perfect Magistery
The greatest secret of our operation is no ottaer ghcohobation of the nature of one thing abogether, until the
most digested virtue be extracted out of the degebbdy of the crude one. But there are heretasieurirstly, an
exact measurement and preparation of the ingrediequired; secondly, an exact fulfilment of altexral
conditions; thirdly a proper regulation of the fifeurthly, a good knowledge of the natural projgsrbf the
substances; and fifthly, patience, in order thatwlork may not be marred by overgreat haste. Qhaie points we
will now speak in their proper order.

CHAPTER XIlII

Of the Use of Mature Sulphur in the Work of thexli
We have spoken of the need of Mercury, and haveribesl its properties more plainly and straightfargly than
has ever been done before. God knows that we dgradge the knowledge of this Art to our brothemmend we
are not afraid that it can ever become the propdrany unworthy person. So long as the secrebssessed by a
comparatively small number of philosophers, thefiid anything but a bright and happy one; surrednas we are
on every side by the cruel greed and -- the prgimgpicion of the multitude, we are doomed, likenC# wander
over the earth homeless and friendless. Not fares< the soothing influences of domestic happinasssfor us the
delightful confidences of friendship. Men who cowett golden secret pursue us from place to plawdfear closes
our lips, when love tempts us to open ourselvesyire a brother. Thus we feel prompted at timelsuist forth
into the desolate exclamation of Cain: "Whoeveddime will slay me." Yet we are not the murderdrsuy
brethren; we are anxious only to do good to odo¥elmen. But even our kindness and charitable casipa are
rewarded with black ingratitude- ingratitude thaés to heaven for vengeance. It was only a shrod &go that,
after visiting the plague-stricken haunts of aa&ertity, and restoring the sick to perfect healfhmeans of my
miraculous medicine, | found myself surrounded lyeking mob, who demanded that | should give enthmy
Elixir of the Sages; and it was only by changingdangss and my name, by shaving off my beard anthguin a
wig, that | was enabled to save my life, and es¢apa the hands of those wicked men. And even wherlives
are not threatened, it is not pleasant to find-elues, wherever we go, the central objects of hugnaad... | know
of several persons who were found strangled i theils, simply because they were suspected of $gingehis
secret, though, in reality, they knew no more aliiiitan their murderers; it was enough for sonspdeate
ruffians, that a mere whisper of suspicion had b@eathed against their victims. Men are so eaghave this



Medicine that your very caution will arouse thaisgicions, and endanger your safety. Again, if gesire to sell
any large quantity of your gold and silver, youlw# unable to do so without imminent risk of digeny. The very
fact that anyone has a great mass of bullion flerwauld in most places excite suspicion. ThisifegWill be
strengthened when people test the quality of oid;dor it is much finer and purer than any of tf@d which is
brought from Barbary, or from the Guinea Coast; andsilver is better even than that which is cggehome by
the Spanish silver fleet. If, in order to bafflesctvery, you mix these precious metals with all@y render
yourself liable, in England and- Holland at ledstcapital punishment; for in those countries ne mpermitted to
tamper with the precious metals except the officéthe mint, and the licensed goldsmiths. | remermdnce going,
in the disguise of a foreign merchant to a goldsisishop, and offering him 600 pounds worth offmune silver for
sale. He subjected it to the usual tests, andghih "This silver is artificially prepared." Whéasked him why he
thought so, his answer was: "l am not a novice yrpnofession, and know very well the exact quadityhe silver
which is brought from the different mines." Whelnelard these words | took myself away with greatesgcand
dispatch, leaving the silver in the hands of thielgimith. On this account, and by reason of the naarty/great
difficulties which beset us, the possessors of $ie, on every side, we do elect to remain hidded will
communicate the Art to those who are worthily coustof our secrets, and then mark what public guifdefall.
Without Sulphur, our Mercury would never be propedagulated for our supernatural work; it is thelen
substance, while Mercury may be called the ferradd; all Sages say that no tincture can be madeuwtitts latten,
which latten is gold, without any double speakiiise men, notwithstanding, can find this substaaen on the
dunghill; but the ignorant are unable to discemvign in gold. The tincture of gold is concealethim gold of the
Sages, which is the most highly matured of bodiesas a raw material it exists only in our Merguagd it (gold)
receives from Mercury the multiplication of its de&ut in virtue rather than in weight. The Sagesthat common
gold is dead, while their's is living; and commanidjis dead in the same sense in which a grainhefatvis dead,
while it is surrounded by dry air; and comes te,lwells, softens, and germinates only whengtitsnto moist
earth. In this sense gold, too, is dead, so lorigiasurrounded by the corporeal husk, alwaysvélhg, of course,
for the great difference between a vegetable grathmetallic goldOur grain is quickened iwateronly; and as
wheat, while it remains in the barn is called graind is not destined to be quickened, becausdatle used for
bread making -- but changes its name, when itus1ga the field, and is then called seedcamour gold, while it
is in the form of rings, plate, and coins, is cdl®mmon gold, because in that state it is likelyetmain unchanged
to the end of the world; bpibtentiallyit is even then the gold of the Sages, becausaah in its own proper
element, it would in a few days become the ChadkeBSages. Hence the Sages bid you revive the(deadhe
gold which already appeared doomed to a livinglgeatd mortify the living, i.e., the Mercury whidmparting

life to the gold, is itself deprived of the vitaiipciple. Their gold is taken in a dead, their watea living, state, and
by their composition and brief coction, the deattigevives and the living Mercury dies, i.e., thpéris is
coagulated, the body is dissolved, and thus battefyutogether, until all the members of the commbare torn
into atoms. The mystery of our Art, which we coragith so great care, is the preparation of the ddey, which
above ground is not to be found made ready to andhBut when it is prepared, it is "our watertihich gold is
dissolved, whereby the latent life of the goldasfsee, and receives the life of the dissolving ey, which is to
gold what good earth is to the grain of wheat. Witengold has putrefied in the Mercury, there arisat of the
decomposition of death a new body, of the samenesséut of a glorified substance. Here you hagenthole of
our Philosophy in a nutshell. There is no secreuali, except the preparation of Mercury, its nhing with the
gold in the right proportions, and the regulatidnhe fire in accordance with its requirements. dSloy itself does
not fear the fire; hence the great point is, togenthe heat to the capacity of the Mercury. IfMercury is not
properly prepared, the gold remains common golohgo@ined with an improper agent; it continues haweged, and
no degree of heat will help it to put off its corpal nature. Without our Mercury the seed (i.eldgoannot be
sown; and if gold is not sown in its proper eleméntannot be quickened any more than the corchvtiie West
Indians keep underground, in air-tight stone jeas, germinate. | know that some self-constituteaty&s" will take
exception to this teaching, and say that commod got running Mercury are not the substance oStoine. But
one question will suffice to silence their objeaosoHave they ever actually prepared our Tinctute/e prepared
it more than once, and daily have it in my powemnde | may perhaps be permitted to speak as oneghav
authority. Go on babbling about your rain watetexiktd in May, your Salts, your sperm which is mpogent than
the foul fiend himself, ye self-styled philosophees! at me, if you like; all you say is conclusly refuted by this
one fact -- you cannot make the Stone. When I lsatygold and Mercury are the only substances oStame |
know what | am writing about; and the Searcherlidfiearts knows also that | say true. The timedraised when
we may speak more freely about this Art. For Hiresartist is at hand, and glorious things areaalyespoken of the
City of God. | possess wealth sufficient to buy #ieole world -- but as yet | may not use it on astof the craft
and cruelty of wicked men. It is not from jealodbgt | conceal as much as | do: God knows that eary of this



lonely, wandering life, shut out from the bonddra#ndship, and almost from the face of God. | dbworship the
golden calf, before which our Israelites bow lovithe ground; let it be ground to powder like thazen serpent. |
hope that in a few years gold (not as given by Gaod as abused by man) will be so common that tindgeare
now so mad after it, shall contemotuously spurdeshis bulwark of Antichrist. Then will tie day ofir
deliverance be at hand when the streets of theJeeusalem are paved with gold, and its gates ade mwigreat
diamonds. The day is at hand when, by means ofijiiBook, gold will have become as common as dinen we
Sages shall find rest for the soles of our fead, r@mder fervent thanks to God. My heart conceivespeakable
things, and is enlarged for the good of the Isod&od. These words | utter forth with a heraldésion tones. My
Book is the precursor of Elias, designed to preflaeRoyal way of the Master; and would to God thaits means
all men might become adepts in our Art -- for tigefd, the great idol of mankind, would lose itsuegland we
should prize it only for its scientific teachingiriie would be loved for its own sake. | am fanileth many
possessors of this Art who regard silence as thatgroint of honour. But | have been enabled by teddke a
different view of the matter; and | firmly belietlegat | can best serve the Israel of God, and putatent out at
usury, by making this secret knowledge the comnropgrty of the whole world. Hence | have not corddrwith
flesh and blood, nor attempted to obtain the cansemy Brother Sages. If the matter succeeds aaogto my
desire and prayer, they will all rejoice that | Bgwublished this Book.

CHAPTER XIV

Of the Circumstantial and Accidental Requisitesaf Art
We have weeded out all vulgar errors concerningfatjrand have shewn that gold and Mercury areotiig
substances required. We have shewn that this gatdbie understood, not metaphorically, but irugytr
philosophical sense. We have also declared our igto be true quicksilver, without any ambiguitly o
acceptation. The latter, we have told you, musnbee by art, and be a key to the former. We havdema
everything as clear as noonday; and our teachibhgsed, not on hearsay, or on the writings of etHaut on our
own personal and oft repeated experience. Theghiregfaithfully declare are what we have both sashknown.
We have made and do possess the Stone -- theEdpeatMoreover, we do not grudge you this knowged but
wish you to attain it out of this Book. We have lspio out more plainly than any of our predecessand;our
Receipt, apart from the fact that we have not daléngs by their proper names, is perfectly trustiw. It remains
for us to give you some practical tests by whighdbodness or unsuitableness of your Mercury manben. and
some directions for amending its defects. Whenhae living Mercury and gold, there remains to be
accomplished, first, the purging of the Mercury &me gold, then their espousal, and finally theutetion of the
fire.

CHAPTER XV

Of the Incidental Purging of Mercury and Gold
Perfect gold is found in the bowels of the eartlitile pieces, or in sand. If you can meet wittsthnmixed gold, it
is pure enough; if not, purge it with antimony oyal cement, or boil it with aqua fortis, the gbleing first
granulated. Then smelt it, remove the impure sedipand it is ready. But Mercury needs inward asgkatial
purging. which radical cleansing is brought abouth®e addition of true Sulphur, little by littlec@ording to the
number of the Eagles. Then it also needs an intatlpargation for the purpose of removing fromsitsface the
impurities which have, by the essential purgatimen ejected from the centre. This process ishsulately
necessary, but it is useful, as it acceleratesvtir&. Therefore, take your Mercury, which you haweified with a
suitable number of Eagles, sublime it three timéh sommon salt and iron filings, and wash it withegar and a
moderate quantity of salts of ammonia, then drydistll in a glass retort, over a gradually inciagdire, until the
whole of the Mercury has ascended. Repeat thistiimas, then boil the Mercury in spirits of vinedar an hour,
stirring it constantly. Then pour off the vinegand wash off its acidity by a plentiful effusionsgring water. Dry
the Mercury, and its splendour will be wonderfubumay wash it with wine, or vinegar and salt, aadpare the
sublimation; but then distil it at least four timgghout addition, after you have perfected all #agles, or
washings, washing the chalybeat retort every tirite ashes and water; then boil it in distilled \gae for half a
day, stirring it strongly at times. Pour off thetkish vinegar, add new, then wash with warm wdatkis process is
designed to purge away the internal impurities ftbmsurface. These impurities you may perceiverifinixing
Mercury with purest gold, you place the amalganaavhite sheet of paper. The sooty blackness whitihein seen
on the paper is purged away by this process.

CHAPTER XVI
Of the Amalgam of Mercury and Gold, and of thespective Proportions



When you have done all this, take one part of pmctlaminated gold, or fine gold filings, and twarts of
Mercury; put them in a heated (marble) jar, i.eaved with boiling water, being taken out of whitctiries quickly,
and holds the heat a long time. Grind with an iyaryglass, or stone, or iron, or boxwood pestie {ton pestle is
not so good; | use a pestle of crystal): pound tHesay, as small as the painters grind their aslothen add water
S0 as to make the mass as consistent as half nieitest. The mixture should be fixable and soft parmit itself
to be moulded into little globules -- like modetgatsoft butter; it should be of such a consisteasyo yield to the
gentlest touch. Moreover, it should be of the séangperature throughout, and one part should notdre liquid
than another. The mixture will be more or less,saftording to the proportion of Mercury which @ntains; but it
must be capable of forming into those little gla@sjland the Mercury should not be more lively atlthttom than
at the top. If the amalgam be left undisturbedgiilitat once harden; you must therefore judge efrferits of the
mixture, while you are stirring it; if it fulfilshe above conditions, it is good Then take spiritinégar, and dissolve
in it a third part of salt of ammonia, put the agaah into this liquid, let the whole boil for a qtearof-an-hour in a
long necked glass vessel; then take the mixtur@fbtlte glass vessel, pour off the liquid, heatrttetar, and
pound the amalgam (as above) vigorously, and wasly all blackness with hot water. Put it again itite liquid,
let it boil up once more in the glass vessel, poitiad before, and wash it. Repeat this proceskthatblackness is
entirely purged out. The amalgam will then be alidmt and white as the purest silver. Once meagutate the
temperature of the amalgam according to the rulemngbove; your labour will be richly rewardedthé amalgam
be not quite soft enough, add a little Mercury. Mbeil it in pure water, and free it from all sags and acidity.
Pour off the water, and dry the amalgam. Make guite that it is thoroughly dried, by waving itatnd fro on the
point of a knife over a sheet of white paper.

CHAPTER XVII

Concerning the Size, Form, Material, and Mode afuieg the Vessel
Let your glass distilling vessel be round or oValge enough to hold neither more nor much less #mounce of
distilled water in the body thereof. Let the heighthe vessel's neck be about one palm, handHreaspan, and
let the glass be clear and thick (the thicker thiteln, so long as it is clear and clean, and psmywait to distinguish
what is going on within) -- but the thickness shiblé uniform. The substance which will go into thessel
consists of 1/2 oz. of gold, and one oz. of mercang if you have to add 1/3 oz. of mercury, theletcompound
will still be less than 2 oz. The glass should trersy in order to prevent the vapours which anisenfour embryo
bursting the vessel. Let the mouth of the vesseidng carefully and effectually secured by meana tfick layer of
sealing-wax. The utensils and the materials reduare not then very expensive -- and if you usehigk
distilling-vessel you will avoid loss by breakaddwe other instruments that are requisite are nat.d&know that
many will take exception to this statement; thelf gay that the pursuit of our Art is a matter dftaut ruinous
expense. But my answer consists in a simple questithat is the object of our Art? Is it not to mahke
Philosopher's Stone -- to find the liquid in whiphld melts like ice in tepid water? And do thosedeople who
are so eager in their search after "Mercury of3ba," and "Mercury of the Moon," and who pay sdhhégprice for
their materials, ever succeed in this object? Tdanot answer this question in the affirmative. ®oen will buy
enough of the substance of our water to quickengewnds of mercury, and make it the true MercurthefSages.
But, of course, glass vessels, coals, earthen Igesskirnace, iron vessels, and other instrumeatsot be bought
for nothing. Without a perfect body, our ore, vigold, there can be no Tincture, and our Stonéfissavile,
immature, and volatile, but when complete it isf@el, precious, and fixed. These two aspects oStone are the
body, gold, and the spirit, or quicksilver.

CHAPTER XVIII

Of the Furnace or Athanor of the Sages
| have spoken about Mercury, Sulphur, the vesielr treatment, etc. etc.; and, of course, allghbigs are to be
understood with a grain of salt. You must undeigtdat in the preceding chapters | have spokenphetécally; if
you take my words in a literal sense, you will re@pharvest except your outlay. For instance, wheame the
principal substances Mercury and gold -- | do neamcommon gold in the state in which it is solthat
goldsmiths -- but it must be prepared by meanaioffot You mayfind our gold in common gold and silver, but it
is easier to make the Stone than to get its filss&nce out of common gold. "Our gold" is the Ghabose soul
has not been taken away by fire. The soul of comguia has retired before the fiery tyranny of Vuldato the
inmost citadel. If you seek our gold in a substantermediate between perfection and imperfectyon, will find
it: but otherwise, you must unbar the gates of comigold by the first preparatory process (ch. xwy)which the
charm of its body is broken, and the husband edableo his work. If you choose the former cousgry shall use
only gentle heat; in the latter case, you will rieg@ fierce fire. But here you will be hopelesisigt in a labyrinth, if



you do not know your way out of it. But whether ychoose our gold, or common gold, you will in eitbase need
an even and continual fire. If you take our golal wvill finish the work a few months sooner, and Eixir will be
ten times more precious than that prepared frommoomngold. If you work with "our gold," you will bassisted in
its calcination, putrefaction, and dealbation Isygéntle inward (natural) heat. But in the caseomimon gold, this
heat has to be applied externally by foreign sutzgts, so as to render it fit for union with thegiirs Milk. In
neither case, however, can anything be effectedowitthe aid of fire. It was not, then, in vaintthlermes counts
fire next to the Sun and Moon as the governor efwrk. But this is to be under stood of the treggret furnace,
which a vulgar eye never saw. There is also andtheace, which is called our common furnace, maideotter's
earth, or of iron and brass plates, well compautighl clay. This furnace we call Athanor, and thesd which | like
best is that of a tower with a "nest" at the tope Ttower" should be about three feet high, aneé fimyers wide
within the plates. A little above the ground, le¢tte be a little opening of about three or fougdirs wide, for
removing the cinders; over that, there should fieeglace built with stones. Above this, we pladbe furnace
itself, which should be such as to exclude all dhasiand currents of air. The coals are put in fatnove, and the
aperture should then be carefully closed. Butitasnecessary that your furnace should exactlgespond to the
description which | have given so long as it fglfihe following conditions: firstly, it must be &dérom draughts;
secondly, it must enable you to vary the tempeeatwithout removing your vessel; thirdly, you mhbstable to
keep up in it a fire for ten or twelve hours, witlhdooking to it. Then the door of our Art will mpened to you; and
when you have prepared the Stone, you may procsingail portable stove, for the purpose of multipdyit.

CHAPTER XIX

Of the Progress of the Work during the First F@gys
When you have prepared our gold and Mercury imthener described, put it into our vessel, and stilj¢o the
action of our fire; within 40 days you will see tiwaole substance converted into atoms, withoutvasiple motion,
or perceptible heat (except that it is just warfmyou do not yet rightly know the meaning of "agold," take one
part of common gold (well purified), and three pastour Mercury (thoroughly purged), put them together as
directed (cap. xvi), place them over the fire, #mete keep them at the boiling point, till they styand their sweat
circulates. At the end of 90 days you will find thiae Mercury has separated and reunited all gxaehts of the
common gold. Boil the mixture 50 days longer, and will discover that our Mercury has changed themon
gold into "our gold," which is the Medicine of tfiest order. It is already our Sulphur, but it hast yet the power
of tinging. This method has been followed by maagés, but it is exceedingly slow and tedious, arahly for the
rich of the earth. Moreover, when you have got 8uphur do not think that you possess the Stomegtly its true
Matter, which you may seek in an imperfect thingd &nd it within a week, by our easy yet rare wasserved of
God for His poor, contemned, and abject saintsebfdrhave now determined to write much, althougthie
beginning of this Book | decreed to bury it in aite. This is the one great sophism of all adepimesspeak of this
common gold and silver, and say the truth, andretbay that we cannot use it, and they too, satrtitie. But in
the presence of God | will call all our adepts ¢o@unt, and charge them with jealous surlinegsol, had
determined to tread the same path, but God's hamfdeunded my scheme. | say then, that both wayfaee and
come to the same thing in the end -- but therevissa difference at the beginning. Our whole Amgists in the
right preparation of our Mercury and our gold. ®dercury is our way, and without it nothing is effed. Our gold
is not common gold, but it may be found in it; ahgou operate on our Mercury with common gold (rkeging the
fire in the right way), you will after 150 days leaur gold, since our gold is obtained from our ddey. Hence if
common gold have all its atoms thoroughly severethbans of our Mercury, and then reunited by timeesa
agency, the whole mixture will, under the influerddire, become our gold. But, if, without thisgmaratory
purging, you were to use common gold with our Meydor the purpose of preparing the Stone, you wdid sadly
mistaken; and this is the great Labyrinth in whiehist beginners go astray, because the Sages ingwitthese
ways as two ways, purposely obscure the fact tiet &re only one way (though of course the oneoierdirect
than the other). The gold of the Sages may theprdggared out of our common gold and our Mercugymfwhich
there may afterwards be obtained by repeated bgtiehs, Sulphur and Quicksilver which is incombalst and
tinges all things else. In this sense, our Stone e found in all metals and minerals, sinceganld may be got
from them all -- but most easily, of course, frooldgand silver. Some have found it in tin, somé&ad, but most of
those who have pursued the more tedious method, foawnd it in gold. Of course, if our gold be pregghin the
way | have described, out of common gold (in therse of 150 days), instead of being found readyen@avill not
be so effectual, and the preparation of the Stdfi¢ake 1 1/2 years instead of 7 months. | knowhbweays, and
prefer the shorter one; but | have described thgdoone as well in order that | may not draw daywon myself
the scathing wrath of the "Sages." The great difficwhich discourages all beginners is not of Matimaking: the
Sages have created it by speaking of the longeatipe when they mean the shorter one, énd versalf you



choose common gold, you should espouse it to Véuaper), lay them together on the bridal bed, andyringing
a fierce fire to bear on them, you will see an eanbbf the Great Work in the following successioraburs:
black, the peacock's tail, white, orange, and Té@n repeat the same operation with Mercury (calliedin's

Milk), using the "fire of the Bath of Dew," and (tards the end) sand mixed with ashes. The substaitidast

turn a much deeper black, and then a completeevemtl red. Hence if you know our Art, extract ooldgrom our
Mercury (this is the shorter way), and thus perfthenwhole operation with one substance (viz., Mer if you
can do this, you will have attained to the perfatf philosophy. In this method, there is no stipeus trouble:
the whole work, from beginning to end, is basedrupee broad foundation -- whereas if you take comguid,
you must operate on two substances, lzotti will have to be purified by an elaborate procdfsgou diligently
consider what | have said, you have in your hantkans of unravelling all the apparent contradictiohthe Sages.
They speak of three operations: the first, by whighinward natural heat expels all cold throughdld of external
fire, the second, wherein gold is purged with owerdliry, through the mediation of Venus, and underinfluence
of a fierce fire; the third, in which common gokimmixed with our Mercury, and the ferment of Sulpadded. But
if you will receive my advice, you will not be patt by any wilful obscurity on the part of the Sag@ur sulphur
you should indeed strive to discover; and if Goligltens you, you will find it in our Mercury. Befe the living
God | swear that my teaching is true. If you ope@t Mercury and pure common gold, you may find 'gald” in
7 to 9 months, and "our silver" in 5 months. Butewtyou have these, you have not yet prepared oneShat
glorious sight will not gladden your eyes until yioave been at work for a year-and-a-half. By timag tyou may
obtain the elixir by subjecting the substance tygentle continuous heat.

CHAPTER XX

Of the Appearance of Blackness in the Work of tbha &1d Moon
If you operate on gold and silver, for the purpoénding our Sulphur, let your substance firstbme like a thin
paste, or boiling water, or liquid pitch; for thpeyation of our gold and Mercury is prefigured bgttwhich
happens in the preparation of common gold withMercury. Take your substance and place it in thedce,
regulate the fire properly for the space of twegrys, in which time you will observe various couend about the
end of the fourth week, if the fire be continuoys,l will see a most amiable greenness, which a4t for about ten
days. Then rejoice, for in a short time it will &g a black coal, and your whole compound shaleHaaed to atoms.
The operation is a resolution of the fixed into time fixed that both afterwards, being conjoinedymmake one
matter, partly spiritual and partly corporal. Omaere, | assure you, the regulation of the firénes anly thing that |
have hidden from you. Given the proper-regimeng thle Stone, govern it as you know how, and theseth
wonderful phenomena will follow: The fire will anoe dissolve the Mercury and the Sulphur like whe; Sulphur
will be burnt, and change its colours from day &y;dhe Mercury will prove incombustible, and obly gradually
tinged (and purified, without being infected) witte colours of the Sulphur. Let the heaven stodpeacearth, till
the latter has conceived heavenly seed. When yothgesubstances mingle in your distilling vesaeti assume the
appearance of clotted and burnt blood, be suretbaemale has received the seed of the male. t/dsuenteen
days afterwards your substance will begin to wegellw, thick, misty, or foamy appearance. At ttilse, you
must take care not to let the embryo escape fraum yessel; for it will give out a greenish, yelloltack, and
bluish vapour and strive to burst the vessel. If gtlow these vapours (which are continuous wherEimbryo is
formed) to escape, your work will be hopelesslyme@rNor should you allow any of the odour to magavay
through any little hole or outlet; for the evap@ratwould considerably weaken the strength of ttem& Hence the
true Sage seals up the mouth of his vessel mostutigr Let me advise you, moreover, not to neglexir fire, or
move or open the vessel, or slacken the procedsaafction, until you find that the quantity of tieiid begins to
diminish; if this happens after thirty days, remiand know that you are on the right road. Theddably careful,
and you will, at the end of another fortnight, fithéht the earth has become quite dry and of a bieefa. This is the
death of the compound; the winds have ceasedhamnd is a great calm. This is that great simultaselipse of
the Sun and Moon, when the Sea also has disapp€anehaos is then ready, from which, at the igdif God,
all the wonders of the world may successively emerg

CHAPTER XXI
Of the Caution required to avoid Burning the Flosver
The burning of the flowers is fatal, yet soon cotted: it is chiefly to be guarded against afterltypese of the third
week. In the beginning there is so much moistua¢ iftthe fire be too fierce it will dry up the ligg too quickly,
and you will prematurely obtain a dry red powdeoni which the principle of life has flown; if thed be not
strong enough the substance will not be properlyured. Too powerful a fire prevents the true urabthe
substances. True union only takes place in watedid3 collide, but do not unite; only liquids (asmlrits) can truly



mingle their substance. Hence our homogeneous linetater must be allowed to do its work propedpd should
not be dried up, until this perfect mutual absanpthas taken place in a natural manner. Prematyirgdonly
destroys the germ of life, strikes the active gplecon the head as with a hammer, and rendeesgipe. A red
powder is indeed produced, but long before the:tfioreredness should be preceded by blacknesstrite that, in
the beginning of our work, when heaven is weddeghith, and earth conceives the fire of naturedacolour does
appear. But the substance is then sufficiently thaigd the redness soon gives way to a green ¢oidnich in its
turn gradually yields to blackness. Do not be luay; let your fire be just powerful enough, bt too powerful;
steer a straight course between Scylla and Chasypdu will behold in your vessel a variety of aaie and
grotesque transformations -- until the substantiteselown into a powder of intense blackness. Thauld happen
within the first fifty days. If it does not, eithgour Mercury, or the regulation of your fire, tletcomposition of
your substance is at fault -- if, indeed, you hagemoved or shaken your glass vessel.

CHAPTER XXII
Of the Regimen of Saturn

All the Sages who have written on our Art, havekgpoof the work and regimen of Saturn; and theitarks have
led many to choose common lead as the substarthe 8tone. But you should know that our Saturhead, is a
much nobler substance than gold. It is the liviaglein which the soul of gold is joined to Mercutlyat they may
bring forth Adam and his wife Eve. Wherefore, sitioe highest has so lowered itself as to becométhest, we
may expect that its blood may be the means of ragegall its brethren. The Tomb in which our Kirggturied, is
that which we call Saturn, and it is the key of ek of transmutation; happy is he who can salui planet, and
call it by its right name. It is a boon which istaimed by the blessing of God alone; it is notiaf khat willeth, or
of him that runneth; but God bestoweth it on whoenwll.

CHAPTER XXIII

Of the different Regimens of this Work
Let me assure you that in our whole work thereoihimg hidden but the regimen, of which it wasyrsiid by the
Sage that whoever knows it perfectly will be horaliby princes and potentates. | tell you plainbt ihthis one
point were clearly set forth, our Art would becomere women's work and child's play: there woulahbihing in it
but a simple process of "cooking." Hence it hasagswbeen most carefully concealed by the Saged. lgaute
determined to write in @ more sympathetic and kirsglirit: know then that our regimen throughout ists in
coction and digestion, but that it implies a goaghsother processes, which those jealous Sageseade to
appear different by describing them under differearnes. But we intend to speak more openly in tegathis
subject.

CHAPTER XXIV

Of the First Regimen, which is that of Mercury
This first regimen has been studiously kept sduyetll the Sages. They have spoken of the secaichea, or that
of Saturn, as if it were the first, and have trefsthe student without guidance in those operatishich precede
the appearance of that intense blackness. CountBErof Trevisa, says, in his Parable, that Wherking has
come to the Fountain, he takes off the golden gatnggves it to Saturn, and enters the bath alafterwards
receiving from Saturn a robe of black silk. Butdzes not tell us how long it takes to put off thalden robe; and
thus, like all his brethren, leaves the poor begjirio grope in the dark during 40 or 50 days. Ftieenpoint where
the stage of blackness is reached to the end afdhle their directions are more full and intelliggblt is in regard
to these first 40 days that the student requiregiadal light. This period represents the reginséMercury (of the
Sages), which is alone active during the whole titheother substance being temporarily dead. You should not
suffer yourself to be deluded into the belief thaen your matters are joined, namely, our Sun aeccity, the
"setting of the Sun" can be brought about in adeys. We ourselves waited a tedious time befoezanciliation
was made between the fire and the water. As a nttact, the Sages have called the substanaayghiout this
first period, Rebis, or Two-thing: to shew that tivéon is not effected till the operation is contpleyou should
know, then, that though our Mercury consumes the $et a year after you shall separate them, utihessare
connected together by a suitable degree of firie.rbt able to do anything at all withdire. We must not suppose
that when our gold is placed in our Mercury itwaiowed up by it in the twinkling of an eye. Thisnception rests
on a misunderstanding of Count Bernard's teachdogtathe King's plunge in the fountain. But theusioh of gold
is a more difficult matter than these gentry appedrave any idea of. It requires the highest skilto regulate the
fire in the first stage of the work as to solve Hoalies without injuring the tincture. Attend to t®aching therefore.
Take the body which | have shewed you, put it theowater of our sea, and bring to bear on the cumg the



proper degree of heat, till dews and mists begemstend, and the moisture is diminished night aydvdthout
intermission. Know that at first the two do noteaff each other at all, and that only in coursénoé the body
absorbs some of the water, and thus causes eadltéde of the other's nature. Only part of theewist sublimed,;
the rest gradually penetrates the pores of the ,baldigh are thereby more and more softened, #lishul of the
gold is enabled gently to pass out. Through theiatied of the soul the body is reconciled and uhitethe spirit,
and their union is signalized by the appearandbdeblack colour. The whole operation lasts ab&d6@ days, and
is called the Regimen of Mercury, because the heggpssive throughout, and the spirit, or Mercbrngs about
all the changes of colour, which begin to appeauathe 20th day, and gradually intensify till ladl at last
completed in black of the deepest dye, which thé day will manifest.

CHAPTER XXV

The Regimen of the Second Part, which is that tdr@a
The Regimen of Mercury, the operation whereof désploe King of his golden garments, is followedthg
Regimen of Saturn. When the Lion dies the CrowoimbThe substance has now become of a uniformucolo
namely, as black as pitch, and neither vapourgijmms, or any other signs of life are seen; thelefedry as dust,
with the exception of some pitch-like substanceictvimow and then bubbles up; all presents an inshgeernal
death. Nevertheless, it is a sight which gladdbaseart of the Sage. For the black colour whiceen is bright
and brilliant; and if you behold something likehintpaste bubbling up here and there, you mayaejdior it is the
work of the quickening spirit, which will soon res¢ the dead bodies to life. The regulation offiteeis a matter of
great importance at this juncture; if you maked fierce, and thus cause sublimation at this stagerything will
be irrecoverably spoilt. Be content, thereforereimain, as it were, in prison for forty days anghts, even as was
the good Trevisan, and employ only gentle heatybet delicate substance remain at the bottom, misithe
womb of conception, in the sure hope that aftettithe appointed by the Creator for this Operattbe, spirit will
arise in a glorified state, and glorify its bodythat it will ascend and be gently circulated friva centre to the
heavens, then descend to the centre from the hgaaed take to itself the power of things abovetairdys below.

CHAPTER XXVI

Of the Regimen of Jupiter
Black Saturn is succeeded by Jupiter, who exhdbitsrs colours. For after the putrefaction and emtion, which
has taken place at the bottom of the vessel, ikenece more a change of colours and a circulaifdimation.
This Reignor Regimen, lasts only three weeks. During thisopleyou see all conceivable colours concerningcivhi
no definite account can be given. The "showerd'fdhwill become more numerous as the close f thign
approaches, and its termination is signalized byathpearance of a snowy white streaky deposit@sities of the
vessel. Rejoice, then, for you have successfultpaplished the regimen of Jupiter. What you mugpdxgicularly
careful about in this operation, is to preventytbang ones of the Crow from going back to the mdsn they have
once left it; secondly, to let your earth get neittoo dry by an immoderate sublimation of the mwes nor yet to
swamp and smother it with the moisture. These &iillibe attained by the proper regulation of theveard heat.

CHAPTER XXVII

Of the Regimen of the Moon
When the Reign of Jupiter comes to an end (towdrelslose of the fourth month) you will see thensid the
waxing moon (Crescent), and know that the wholegRef Jupiter was devoted to the purification & ttaton. The
mundifying spirit is very pure and brilliant, bintet body that has to be cleansed is intensely bl&tile it passes
from blackness to whiteness, a great variety aduwd are observed; nor is it at once perfectly eytat first it is
simply white -- afterwards it is of a dazzling, snosplendour. Under this Reign the whole mass ptssbe
appearance of liquid quicksilver. This is called #ealing of the mother in the belly of the infashitom she bears;
and its intermediate colours are more white thaelljust as in the Reign of Jupiter they were nidaek than
white. The Reign of the Moon lasts just three webks before its close, the substance exhibiteatgrariety of
forms; it will become liquid, and again coagulateumdred times a day; sometimes it will presentaggearance of
fishes' eyes, and then again of tiny silver trea twigs and leaves. Whenever you look at it ydlll have cause
for astonishment, particularly when you see idalided into beautiful but very minute grains di/er, like the rays
of the Sun. This is the White Tincture, glorioudb&hold, but nothing in respect of what it may beeo

CHAPTER XXVIII
Of the Regimen of Venus



The substance, if left in the same vessel, willlomore become volatile and (though already peitfeits way) will
undergo another change. But if you take it ouhefiessel, and after allowing it to cool, put toianother, you will
not be able to make anything of it. In this Reignighould also give careful attention to your fifer the perfect
Stone is fusible and if the fire be too powerfi@ gubstance will become glazed, and unsuscepfitalieyofurther
change. This "vitrification" of the substance mappen at any time from the middle of the Reigrhefioon to
the tenth day of the Reign of Venus, and shoulddrefully guarded against. The heat should be g@awotlas to melt
the compound very slowly and gradually; it will theaise bubbles, and receive a spirit that wik tigpward,
carrying the Stone with it, and imparting to it nealours, especially a copper-green colour, whiathuees for some
time, and does not quite disappear till the twehtilay; the next change is to blue and livid, anith@ close of this
Reign the colour is a pale purple. DO not irritdite spirit too much -- it is more corporeal thafope, and if you
sublime it to the top of the vessel, it will hardturn. The same caution should be observed iR#ign of the
Moon, when the substance begins to thicken. Thedame of mildness, and not of violence, lest giing should
rise to the top of the vessel, and be consumedtrified to the ruin of the whole work. When youesthe green
colour, know that the substance now contains the gd its highest life. DO not turn the greenneads blackness
by immoderate heat. This Reign is maintained fotyfdays.

CHAPTER XXIX

Of the Regimen of Mars
When the Regimen of Venus is over, and thereirabagared the philosophical tree, with all its bhescand
leaves, the Reign of Mars begins with a light y@llor dirty brown colour, but at last exhibits tihansitory hues of
the Rainbow, and the Peacock's Tail. At this stageeompound is drier, and often shews like a mthavith a
tinge of gold. The mother being now sealed in héarit's belly, swells and is purified, but becaokthe present
great purity of the compound, no putridness carelpace in this regimen, but Some obscure colawrslaief
actors, while some middle colours come and go.taeg are pleasant to look on. Our Virgin Earthasvn
undergoing the last degree of its cultivation, engdetting ready to receive and mature the fruthefSun. Hence
you should Weep up a moderate temperature; thea thi# be seen, about the thirtieth day of thisgRean orange
colour, which, within two weeks from its first agpance, will tinge the whole substance with its dwe.

CHAPTER XXX

Of the Regimen of the Sun
As you are now approaching the end of the workstitestance receives a golden tinge, and the \&riyliik which
you give your substance to drink has assumed aa®@ege colour. Pray to God to keep you from haste
impatience at this stage of the work; consider yloat have now waited for seven months, and thabiild be
foolish to let one hour rob you of the fruits off yur labour. Therefore be more and more cardfelrtearer you
approach perfection. Then you will first observecaange-coloured sweat breaking out on the bodxt there will
be vapour of an orange hue. Soon the body belowarbes tinged with violet and a darkish purple. At &md of
fourteen or fifteen days, the substance will bettie most part, humid and ponderous, and yet thd still bears it
in its womb. Towards the 26th day of the Reignilt lbegin to get dry, and to become liquid and @ati turn (about
a hundred times a day); then it becomes granul#ted;again it is welded together into one mass,sarit goes on
changing for about a fortnight At length, howe\aar,unexpectedly glorious light will burst from yaubstance,
and the end will arrive three days afterwards. 3itestance will be granulated, like atoms of goldnfotes in the
Sun), and turn a deep red -a red the intensityloélwmakes it seem black like very pure blood oicdted state.
This is the Great Wonder of Wonders, which hasitsdike on earth.

CHAPTER XXXI
Of the Fermentation of the Stone

| forgot to warn you in the last chapter to be onryguard against the danger of vitrification; fawce a fire would
render your substance insoluble and prevent itsuigéion. You now possess the incombustible regt8ul which
can no longer be affected in any way by fire. ldevrto obtain the Elixir from this Sulphur by re#te solution and
coagulation, take three parts of purest gold, arepart of this fiery Sulphur. Melt the gold inlaan crucible, and
then cast your Sulphur into it (protecting it wietim the smoke of the coals) Make them liquid tbget when you
will obtain a beautiful mass of a deep red, thohgtdly transparent. This you should permit to caal] pound into
a small powder. Of this powder take one part, amlgarts of our Mercury; mix them well, and putrih a glass
vessel, well sealed. They should be exposed tdegkeat for two months. This is the true fermentatwhich may
be repeated if needful.



CHAPTER XXXII

The Imbibition of the Stone
Many authors take fermentation in this work for ifnéisible external agent, which they call fermdmny;its virtue
the fugitive and subtle spirits, without laying ohhands, are of their own accord thickened, andoetore-
mentioned fermentation they call cibation with lte@ad milk. But | follow my own judgment There isather
operation, called Imbibition of the Stone, by whithquantity rather than its quality is increaskds this: Add to
three parts of your perfect Sulphur (either whiteeal) one part of water, and after six or seversdeoction the
water will become thick like the Sulphur Add agasimuch water as you did before; and when thisésldip, with
a convenient fire, add three distinct times so muater as shall be equal to one-third of the odabgquantity of
Sulphur. Then add (for the 7th imbibition) five fsaof water (the parts being equal to the origpaats of the
Sulphur). Seal up the vessel; subject it to gesutdion, and let the compound pass through altlifierent Reigns
of the original Substance, which will be accompdidlin a month. Then you have the true Stone offtting order,
one part of which will perfectly tinge 1,000 paofsany other metal.

CHAPTER XXXIII

The Multiplication of the Stone
Take the perfect Stone; add one part of it to tlrefeur parts of purified Mercury of our first wiqrsubject it to
gentle coction for seven days (the vessel beingfally sealed up), and let it pass through allRe#gns, which it
will do very quickly and smoothly. The tinging pome the substance will thus be exalted a thousaddénd if
you go through the whole process a second timecfwywu can do with ease in three days) the Medigitidoe
much more precious still. This you may repeat &snoés you like; the third time the substance mitl through all
the Reigns in a day, the fourth time in a singlarhand so on -- and the improvement in its quality be most
marvellous. Then kneel down and render thanks fb f@othis precious treasure.

CHAPTER XXXIV
Of Projection

Take four parts of your perfect Stone, either red/ioite (of both for the Medicine): melt them irclkean crucible.
Take one part of this pulverisable mixture to tantgof purified Mercury; heat the Mercury tilliegins to crackle,
then throw in your mixture, which will pierce it the twinkling of an eye; increase your fire tilbie melted, and
you will have a Medicine of an inferior order. Tatwe part of this, and add it to a large quantitwell purged and
melted metal, which will thereby be transmuted ithi® purest silver or gold (according as you haken white or
red Sulphur). Note that it is better to use a gahguojection, for otherwise there may be a notédis of the
Medicine. The better the metals are purged andedfithe quicker and more complete will the trartsinn be.

CHAPTER XXXV

Of the Manifold uses of this Art
He that has once found this Art, can have nothisg ia all the world to wish for, than that he nimyallowed to
serve his God in peace and safety. He will not &@reomp or dazzling outward show. But if he liv@thousand
years, and daily entertained a million people, tndd never come to want, since he has at hand damsof
indefinitely multiplying the Stone both in weight@virtue, and thus of changing all imperfect metalthe world
into gold. In the second place, he has it in hiwgrato make stones and diamonds far more preci@rsany that
are naturally procured. In the third place, hedma&Jniversal Medicine, with which he can cure evagceivable
disease, and, indeed, as to the quantity of hisiditer] he might heal all sick people in the woNshw to the King
Eternal, Immortal, and sole Almighty, be everlagtpraise for these His unspeakable gifts and ira@d&itreasures.
| exhort all that possess this Treasure, to usethe praise of God, and the good of their neigingain order that
they may not at the last day be eternally doomecthfeir ingratitude to their Creator.

To God Alone be the Glory
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Chapter |
All temporal things derive their origin, their etdace, and their essence from the earth, accotditige succession
of time. Their specific properties are determingdte outward and inward influences of the stas@lanets, (such
as the Sun, the Moon, Etc.) and of the four qealitif the elements. From these combined circumssaanise the
peculiar forms, and proper substances, of all gngwiixed, and generating things, according torthtiral order
appointed by the Most High at the beginning ofwzeld. The metals, then, derive their origin frome tearth, and
are specifically compounded of the four qualitsthe properties of the four elements, their pacuhetallic
character is stamped upon them by the influencéseo$tars and planets. So we are informed by dtlésin the
fourth book of his Meteor., where he says thatkgileer is the common substance of all metals. filsething in
Nature, as we said before, is the substance whjmtesents a particular conglomeration of the féements which
the Sages call Mercury or quicksilver But this dggitver is as yet imperfect, on account of its graad earthy
sulphureous nature, which renders it too easilylmgstible, and on account of its superfluous wagdeynents,
which have all been collected together out of the Elements by the action of the heavenly plariéts substance
is composed of a hot sulphureous earth, and a yvagsence, in such a way that the sages have dategerfect
sulphur.
Now, since Nature is always striving to attain petion and to reach the goal set before her b¢tkator of all
things, she is continually at work upon the quaditof the four elements of each substance; antirsaip and
rouses the inward action of the elements by thalantal heat of the Sun, and by natural warmthttherte arises a
kind of vapour or steam in the veins of the eaFttis vapour cannot make its way out, but is claseth
penetrating through fat, earthy, oily, and impuskpbBureous substances it attracts to itself modess of these
foreign and external impurities. This is the readwt there are seen in it so great a variety tufure before it
attains to purity and its own proper colour.
Those mineral and metallic substances which conl&itargest proportion of efficacious sulphureand mercurial
vapour are the best; and each quality of the fmments has its own peculiar operation and tranisiginfluence
in such a conglomeration of various substancdseir aiction being roused by the sulphur of theheanid the
outward heat of the Sun. Through these agencigl§l#ier is often dissolved and coagulated, tilt tivhich is pure,
or impure, is borne upward; and this is the workafa few years, but of a great length of timetuda has to purge
away the peculiar characteristics of all other isdtefore she can make gold; as you may see biathéhat
different kinds of metal are found in the same tiietaein. This fact may be explained in the follmg manner.
When the sulphureous and mercurial vapours asdmydare mixed, and united by coction, with the edaid
substance. If those sulphureous vapours are eiduittky and impure, and the heat of the Sun, or thwn natural
heat, have too sudden and violent an effect, thetance hardens, with all its sulphureous impwribiefore it can
be purged of its grossness, and it becomes marariitallic sulphur. If the quicksilver is hardentttt whole mass
takes the form of some metal, according to theuérfce of the particular planet with which it is pated. For
Nature first combines the four elements into sontestance or body, which then receives its spepifiperties
through the influence of some planet. Such is tigiroof copper, tin, lead, iron, and quicksilv8ut it is not
essential that | should here describe at lengtispleeific composition and distinctive propertiegath of the
imperfect metals; they are all mingled in variousportions of impure sulphur and inefficacious dgsibtver.
Nature, as | said, is ceaselessly at work uporethreperfect metals purging and separating the guieksilver
from the impure, and the pure sulphur from the irepuntil all their grossness is removed and thegome what
God designed that they should be, viz., gold. Btlitdse vapours float upward in their original pooadition, with



their inward pure and subtle earth, without becagmirixed with gross, earthy, and sulphureous abayl if they
succeed in breaking forth into the open air betbesy become hardened into a sulphureous massrehgin
quicksilver and are not changed into any metal.
If, however, this pure quicksilver floats upwardaipure mineral earth, without any gross allois hardened into
the pure and white sulphur of Nature by being sttbpbto a very moderate degree of gentle heataalahgth
assumes the specific form of silver. Like all thlkay metals it may still be developed into goliét iemain under the
influence of its natural heat. But if the same purglloyed quicksilver be subjected to a higharde of natural
heat, it is transmuted into the puea sulphur of Nature and becomes gold without fiestging through the stage of
silver. In this form it remains, because gold is liighest possible stage of metallic development.
Quicksilver is the mother of all metals, on accoofnts coldness and moistness; and if it be onaéied and
cleansed of all foreign matter it cannot be mixeg more with grossness of any kind neither cae ithanged back
into an imperfect metal. For Nature does not unelowork, and that which has once become perfecttg pan
never become impure again. Sulphur on the othedt Iwatine father of all metals, on account of itatrend dryness.
In the following chapter we shall refer to thisfdience, and speak more in detail about quicksilver
Chapter Il
There is, then, iall metals true mercury and good sulphur in the ingmtrdis well as in the perfect metals. But in
the imperfect metals it is defiled with impure neatand stands in need of maturing. Hence you sgalihmetals
may be changed into gold and silver, if the golded silver properties that are in them be freethfadl alloy and
reduced by gentle heat to the form of silver odgdhose metals, indeed, which have been torn upéyoots, that
is to say, that have been dug up from their owmperaoil in the veins of the earth, can no longeceed in that
course of development which they pursued in thafive abode; yet, as much as in them lies, théyesto be
perfected. Now the Spirit of Truth, who impartstalie knowledge, has taught the Sages a Medicif@ion, by
which all the impurities of the imperfect metalsynige removed, and the perfect nature, or true mgrexhich is in
them, transmuted into gold and silver.
Chapter lll
But we must now proceed to say a few words abautrtethod of preparing this Medicine, by which the
imperfection is removed from imperfect metals tlylothe mediation of perfect mercury, and the mddgotd and
silver is developed in them.
| find that the writings of the Sages are all abguit, silver and quicksilver, which it is said mbe reduced to the
form which they wore before they became metalg;ithen say, the form which they wore perhaps sthmesands
of years ago. But the operation of Nature is pregjie, not retrogressive. Hence it is a great Ikésta suppose that
the work of Nature can be reversed by dissolutivaqua fortis or by the amalgamation of gold oresiland
quicksilver. For if the metal be plunged in a solyéf water be distilled from it, or if quicksilvése sublimed from
it, it still remains the same metal that it wasdsef The specific properties of a metal cannotdsrdyed so as to
obtain the first substance. Yet Aristotle says thatals cannot be changed unless they are redockdit original
substance.
Chapter IV
What we have said in the last chapter shows thatigkhical Art cannot be concerned with the subjgatihgold,
silver or quicksilver to chemical processes. Nehadss, that which you read in the books of theeS@gmost true
and we shall see in the following pages in whaseenis to be understood, that our Art is in gasitiyer and
quicksilver. But it is clear that our art can maieeuse of quicksilver such as may be obtained fiametals by
means of any kind of artificial process, such asalution in aqua fortis, or amalgamation or arheomethod of
chemical purification.
If then, this is not the right substance or origimercury, it is clear that it is not to be founmndthe metals. For even
if you melt two, three, or four metals together, yet one of them can give the others any aid tdeattaining
perfection, seeing that itself stands in need téremeal aid. And even though you mix some imperfeetal with
gold, the gold will not give up its own perfectior the purpose of succouring the other for it hathing to spare
which it might impart to the imperfect metal. Andea if the imperfect metal could assume the vignod efficacy
of the gold, it could only do so at the expensthefgold itself. In vain, then, shall we seek intatethe Medicine
which has power to liberate the perfect mercuryt@ioed in imperfect metals.
Chapter V
Again, we read in the books of the Sages that gilick and mercury are the original substance lahatals. These
words are true in a certain sense. But by manyninegs they are supposed to mean ordinary quicksiBrech an
interpretation, however, makes nonsense of themidf the Sages. For ordinary quicksilver is anenfgct metal
and itself derived from the original substancelbfreetals. The Sages, indeed, say little aboubtigin of their
mercury but that is exactly because they use theera mercury or sulphur, for the first substanttheir perfect



metals. If common mercury were not a metal, thevald/be no metal corresponding to the celestifiérfce of the
planet Mercury as gold and silver receive theircjeproperties from the influence of the Sun &tdon. Now, as
it is one of the metals the other metals cannatdseved from it, much less can their propertieslbaved from it or
from themselves, although the real perfect mer@iguite as abundant in mercury as in any othealndbr can
common sulphur be the first substance of the metai$io metal contains so much impurity as commalphur;
and if it be mixed with any metal, that metal beesmven more impure than it was before, and is paetially, or
wholly, corroded.
Chapter VI
Again, the Sages affirm that quicksilver, or meycus the spirit of the specific nature of metalsllected out of the
four elements by the influence of the Planets, taecbperation of Nature in the earth -- and thatfit is developed
either gold, silver, or some other of seven metadsprding to the peculiar effects of the predomindanetary
influence.
Hence ignorant alchemists have supposed thatiglisttrue of the common quicksilver, because ialgamates
with all metals, and is soft and volatile. But wétyould its volatile properties prove it to be naaife According to
this definition, we might deny the metallic charxadf tin, lead, and other metals, because thayotloemain fixed
in a fierce fire -- though one can stand a gredggiree of heat than another. If, again, any substento be called
the first substance of metals because of the fiaaifith which it amalgamates with them, copper wibbave a
better claim to be so regarded, since it entessdantloser union with gold and silver than mercarny shares both
their fusible and malleable nature. But that idinal union, for it admits of separation; and quitker may, with
the greatest ease, be separated from the metalswith it has amalgamated. A true union of metals only take
place in the original substance which is commoalitdNe do find amalgams of three or even more teghat then
this union was consummated in the first substawb&h isone and the whole amalgam would have been
developed into gold, if its natural growth had heen retarded by gross, sulphureous, arsenicakantioly
impurity, which is found among metals when purifidthe metals which we dig up out of the earth asdt were,
torn up by the roots, and, their growth having cdma standstill, they can undergo no further dgwelent into
gold, but must always retain their present formess something is done for them by our Art. Heneemwist begin
at the point where Nature had to leave off: we mpusge away all impurity, and the sulphureous alfs/Nature
herself would have done if her operation had nenteccidentally or violently, disturbed. She woliéle matured
the original substance, and brought it to perfechip gentle heat, and, in a longer or shorter plesictime, she
would have transmuted it into gold. In this workthta is ceaselessly occupied while the metalstédkrénghe earth;
but she takes away from them nothing save theierdlupus water and the impurity which prevents tHesm
attaining to the nature of gold, as we briefly skdvin the second chapter.
Chapter VII
It is clear, then, that the final union of metalstheir perfection, cannot be attained by the iriggof any specific
metals; that the metallic substance becomes udelesar purpose, as soon as it assumes a spfwific but that,
at the same time, all metals have a common ordgiMatter, which is one thing, flowing out by thpewation of
nature, who ever desires the most perfect form lwhar own essence and her condition will admit. &slis the
form of gold, highest and best of all that beloaghte metallic mode. If, then the purest form da$ $ubstance
which it is possible for Art to prepare with thdhef Nature, be added to the imperfect metals themercomes
what is impure in these, for it is not the impurat the pure matter which is like unto it. But youst not suppose
that this power belongs to common gold; common ¢alsl its own specific form, which it is unable tepiart to
other metals. The power of gold is sufficient ofdy preserving its own excellence; but our prepandostance is
much better and more honourable than gold, angémasr to do that which gold cannot do, viz, to d®the
common matter of all metals into gold.
Chapter VI
From what | have hitherto said, one ignorant ohatay might suppose that the teaching of the Sagaisogether
false and untrustworthy. Therefore | must now peact tell you how it may truly be affirmed thatrdArt is
concerned with quicksilver silver, and gold, oriwifuicksilver and sulphur, and in what sense mgrisuthe spirit
of the metals. | will first speak about quicksilyand at once premise that this word is not hdwerntao mean that
common quicksilver which is one of the metals, thetfirst substance of all the metals, and itselspecific metal
at all. For a metal must have derived its distirecfiroperties through planetary influences; nora@none metal be
the first substance of all metals. This quicksiligeneither too hot, nor too cold, nor too moistt too dry; but it is a
well-termpered mingling of all four. When perfecthatured quicksilver is subjected to external hepérating
thereon, it is not burned but escapes in a volakence. Hence it may well be called by the ptydbsrs a spirit, or
a swift, and winged, and indestructible soul.



So long as it is palpable and visible it is alstbechbody; when subjected to external cold it ingealed into a fixed
body, and then these three, body, soul, and spigtpne thing, and contain the properties ohallfour elements.
That outward part which is moist and cold is calleter, or quicksilver on account of its inward heasitalled air;
if without it appear hot and dry it is fire, or phur; and on account of its internal coldness @$® stylecearth.In
this way quicksilver and sulphur are the origingdstance of all metals; but, of course, | do noamhat the
substance is prepared by mixing common sulphumaieksilver. The sulphur and quicksilver of the 8agre one
and the same thing, which is first of the naturguitksilver, or moist and watery and is then bgstant coction
transmuted into the nature of sulphur, which maystMuastly be described as dry and igneous.
Chapter IX
But | wish to confine my discourse to the quicksihand sulphur of the philosophers, from whichadtals derive
their origin; and it is according to the Sages aviyeearthy water mixed with very subtle white eaathd subjected
to natural coction until the moist and the dry edts have become united and coagulated into ong-bdicrough
the perfect mutual adjustment of all the elemenpaoperties, and by the accidental operation af.cbhis is the
substance which is used for the purposes of oyrafter it has been perfected and purified by gecdiction, and
freed from its earthy and sulphureous grossnesktrencombustible wateriness of the quicksilveis then one
clear, pure and indestructible substance, procgddim a duplex substance, exhibiting in their tgetpurity and
efficacy the united properties of quicksilver aridwolphur. In art the operation is similar to Na&uHence the Sages
have justly affirmed that our Art is concerned wdtkicksilver, gold, and silver. For in its firsage the substance
resembles quicksilver which is sublimed by gend&ural heat, and purified in the veins of the rockthe form of a
pure vapour, as we explained above. To it we knddvsilver and gold, and that for the following reasbecause
we cannot find anywhere else in any one thing thtatiic power needed for rousing the sulphur ofghiksilver,
and coagulating it, except in gold and silver Far $age cannot prepare our quicksilver unlessfitdteemoved
from the earth, and separated from the potenctsafatural surroundings; and all these naturaliérftes can be
artificially supplied only by the addition of gotthd silver. Our Art then has to find a substitatethose natural
forces in the precious metals. By them alone dtbite to fix the volatile properties of our quicksit, for in them
alone do use find the powers and influences whiehralispensable to our chemical process. You shalsb bear
in mind that the silver should be applied to ouicksilver before the gold, because the quicksilgerolatile, and
cannot with safety be subjected all at once totdreat. Silver has the power of stirring up theeir@mt sulphur of
the quicksilver, whereby it is coagulated into them of the Remedy for transmuting metals intoesij\and this
coagulation is brought about by the gentle he#th@filver. Gold requires a much higher degreeeat land if gold
were added to the quicksilver before the silvez,dheater degree of heat would at once changeuibksijver into a
red sulphur, which, however, would be of no usettierpurpose of making gold, because it would hastits
essential moisture; and our Art requires that thielgilver should be first coagulated by meansileésinto white
sulphur, before the greater degree of heat is eghp¥hich, through gold changes it into red sulpfinere must be
whiteness before there is redness. Redness befoiterss spoils our whole substance.
Chapter X
The quicksilver of the Sages has no power to tramsimperfect metals, until it has absorbed therggs qualities
of gold and silver; for in itself it is no metal alt, and if it is to impart the spirit, the colgand the hardness of gold
and silver, it must first receive them itself.dtwith the first substance of metals as it is wittter. If saffron is
dissolved in water, the water is coloured withaid if mixed with other water, imparts to that wateo, the colour
of saffron. Unless the first substance, or quieksil is tinged with silver and gold, and coaguldigdheir efficacy,
it cannot impart any colour, or coagulate the 'watg first substance which is latent in the impetfmetals. For it
is essentially a spirit. and volatile. and if itda@ded to imperfect metals, it cannot act uporr thater, or
undeveloped first-substance, because that is faedg by their coagulated sulphur. But if the fissbstance has
been fixed by means of gold and silver it has bexarfixed and indestructible water: and, if addeohperfect
metals. takes up into its own nature their firdistance, or water, and mingles with it. By this neeall that is
combustible and impure m them is driven off byfihe And herein is the saying true which was @teby the
Sage Haly: The spirit (i.e. quicksilver is not cakded, unless the body 'i.e., gold and silveffitsé dissolved." For
then gold and silver become spiritual. flowing, @ble of being assimilated by the common substahe# metals,
and of imparting to it their own metallic strengthd potency. And even though this new substandediige in the
fire, yet, when it cools again, it still remainsattit was, nor is it ever again converted into ennent spiritual
substance. It is the quicksilver, then that cont&# the chief strength and efficacy of our Aril &ie that has no
quicksilver is without the very seed of gold andesi from which they grow in the earth.
Epilogue
We have sufficiently explained that quicksilvethe first substance of the metals, without whichmegal can
become perfect, either in Nature or in our Art. Beetdo not yet know where to look for it, and wherdind it.



This is the great secret of the Sages, which thewlavays so careful to veil under dark words #earcely one in
many thousands is thought worthy to find the plufiiical Mercury. Many things have been written abuout |
will quote the words obne philosopher which | consider as the most heldfuthe beginning, he says, God created
the earth plain, simple, rich and very fertile,waitit stones, sand, rocks, hills, or valleys, thesinfluences of the
planets which have now covered it with stones, spakd mountains, and filled it with rare thingsrafious
colours, i.e., the ores of the seven metals, anthdse means the earth has entirely lost its @iidorm, and that
through the following causes:
First, the earth which was created rich, greatpdesde and broad, was, through the daily operaticihe Sun's
rays penetrated to her very centre with a ferdambpling, vaporous heat. For the earth in hersatbid and
saturated with the moisture of water At lengthhpours which were formed in this way in the he#fthe earth
became so strong and powerful as to seek to foveyaout into the open air, and thus, instead fafogihg their
object, threw up hills and hillocks or, as It welbapbles on the face of the earth. And since isdhmlaces where
mountains were formed the heat of the Sun must haga most powerful, and the earthy moisture richraost
plentiful, it is there that we find the most praggometals. Where the earth remained plain, themsid not
succeed in raising up mountains; it escaped, anéahth. being deprived of its moisture, was hazdento rocks.
Where the earth was poor, soft, and thin, it is wowered with sand and little stones, becauseviemiead much
moisture, and, having been deprived of the littigoissessed, has now become sandy and dry, anphbieaf
retaining moisture. No earth was changed into rélchkswas not rich, viscous, and well saturatedh wibisture. For
when the heat of the Sun has sucked up its mojgheeichness of the earth still makes it cohalthough now it
has become hard and dry; and earth that is nqierétctly hard is even at the present time undeggaichange into
hard stones, through ,the diligent working of NatuBut the steam and the vapours that do not sddnesscaping,
remain enclosed in the mountains, and are day pwudbjected to the maturing and transmuting infbesnof the
Sun and the planets. Now, if this vaporous moigh@®ome mixed with a pure, subtle, and earthy anbst it is the
quicksilver of the Sages; if it be reduced to ayfi@end earthy hardness, it becomes the sulphureoSages. This
enquiry opens up the way of finding our quicksilver first substance of the metals, but thougteifdund in great
guantities in all mines, it is knows only to vegwf. It is not silver, or gold, or common quicksilyer any metal, or
sulphur. The Sage says: It is a vaporous substautoaf four elements, watery and pure, and thotghfound with
all metals. it is not matured in those which arpenfect. Hence it must be sought in the ore, irctvhive find gold
and silver." And when again he says, " If this geitver be hardened, it is the sulphur of the Sades means that
this can only be done by means of gold and silbich it takes into itself, and by which it is subéd and
coagulated through its own natural gentle coctimrder the influence of the Sun's heat, and invits proper ore.
O heavenly Father, shew this quicksilver to all mhbhou biddest walk in Thy paths!

The Only True Way

The Only True Way;
Or,
An Useful, Good, And Helpful Tract,
Pointing Out The Path Of Truth.
1677.

The Only True Way

Beloved friend and brother, under the name ofdghisious Art there is to be found much false teaghwhich is put
forward by pseudo-alchemists, whose writings atling but imposture and deceit, and are yet higstgemed by
people of the simpler sort. These charlatans intlueie dupes to waste much money and time on thathacan
profit them nothing; for unless a thing be well begit can never be brought to a good end. Yet mmast, who,
nowadays, have devoted themselves to this exaited ehemistry, are pursuing a wrong course, aediaceivers
or deceived. The deceivers are conscious of thirignorance, and try to veil it under an obscure allegorical
style. The less they really know, the more pompmathe more unintelligible do their speculatioesdme. But
the reader, who is puzzled by their perplexingestyday at least comfort himself with the assurahaehe knows
as much about the matter as the authors. Thataassumust serve for a kind of clue to the endisgrinth of their



false sublimations, calcinations, distillationslusions, coagulations, putrefactions, and corrupidNevertheless,
we may almost every (lay see foolish persons sgiegid whole substance on those absurd experimiesiisgy
induced to do so by the aforesaid pseudo-alchemists impose on them with a false process, andffanc
perversions of Nature.
With these useless and unnecessary experimentsigh@lchemists will have nothing to do. They felldhe
method pursued by Nature in the veins of the eartlich is very simple, and includes no solutiongyg@factions,
coagulations, or anything of the kind Can Natunehie heart of the earth, where the metals do gmweceive
increase, have anything corresponding to all tipgseido-alchemistical instruments alembics, retoitsulatory
and sublimatory phials, fires, and other materisigh as cobbler's wax, salt, arsenic mercuryhsuj@nd so forth?
Can all these things really be necessary for tbevtlr and increase of the metals? It is surpridiag &ny one not
entirely bereft of his senses can spend many yedhe study of alchemy, and yet never get beybindéd foolish
and frivolous solutions, coagulations, putrefaciagistillations, while Nature is so simple andaptssticated in
her methods. Surely every true Artist must looknuias elaborate tissue of baseless operatiortseanerest folly,
and can only wonder that the eyes of those silfyediare not at last opened, that they may see bmméditesides
such absurd sophisms, and read something besioles $hupid and deceitful books. It seems that éneyso
entangled in their sophisms that they can nevairett the freedom of true philosophy.
But let me tell you that so long as you love ligsd turn away from rational philosophy, you wilvee find the
right way. | can speak from bitter experience. F¢oo, toiled for many years in accordance withsth sophistic
methods, and endeavoured to reach the covetedygaalblimation, distillation, calcination, circulan, and so
forth, and to fashion the Stone out of substanaek as urine, salt, atrament, alum, etc. | haeg thiard to evolve it
out of hairs, wine, eggs, bones, and all manné&edbs; out of arsenic, mercury, and sulphur, ahthalminerals
and metals. | have striven to elicit it by meansa@iia fortis and alkali. | have spent nights angsda dissolving,
coagulating, amalgamating, and precipitating. Yeifall these things | derived neither profit noy.jl had hoped
much from the quintessence, but it disappointedikeethe rest.
Therefore, beloved brother, let me warn you to haathing to do with sublimations of sulphur and cuey, or the
solution of bodies, or the coagulation of spiritswith all the innumerable alembics, which betleliprofit unto
veritable art. So long as you do not seek thedssence of Nature, your labours will be doomeaitarke-
therefore, if you desire success, you must oncalfeenounce your allegiance to all those old rod#) and enlist
under the standards of that method which proceedsict obedience to the teaching of Nature -hiors the
method which Nature herself pursues in the bowktseearth. For you see that Nature uses onlysabstance in
her work of developing and perfecting the metatsl that this substance includes everything thegdsiired. Now,
this substance appears to call for no specialrresat, except that of digestion by gentle heat, wihnust be
continued until it has reached its highest possieigree of development. For this simple heatinggss the
cunning sophists have substituted solutions, cadiguis, calcinations, putrefactions, sublimaticarg other
fantastical operations - which are only differeatmes for the same thing; and thereby they havaptiett a
thousand-fold the difficulties of this undertakiramd given rise to the popular notion that it im@st arduous,
hazardous, and ruinously expensive enterprise.thhishave simply done out of jealousy and maticgut others
off the right track, and to involve them in poveatyd ruin. But they will find it difficult to justy their conduct
before God, who has commanded us to love our neigitas ourselves. For out of sheer malice theg hendered
the road of truth impassable, and perplexed a simalural process with such an elaborate tissag@mfmstantial
nomenclature, as to make the amelioration of thealmappear a hopelessly difficult task. For wigite heat, you
also putrefy, or decompose, as you may see byheges which a grain of wheat undergoes in theingrander
the influence of the rain and of the sun; you kribat it must first decay before new life can spriogh. It is this
process which they have denominated putrefactidrsatution. Again when you heat, you also subliarg] to this
coction they have applied the terms sublimation mngtiplication, that the simple man might err messily. In
like manner coagulation takes place in heatingtHey say that coagulation takes place when huynislithanged
into the nature of fire, so as to be able to reéhistaction of fire, without evaporating, or beownsumed. And
heating also includes that which they call “cirtiala," or conjunction, or the union of fire with ves to prevent
complete combustion. Thus you see that that wiiiel have called by so many names is really butsonple
process. The substance, whicloiie,they have described under a similar variety ofedlppons, to prevent men
from finding that which, by the grace of God, canyide for them so many precious blessings. Irfitiseplace
they call it "our mercury,” by which they mean nathbut moisture, which begins to unite itself wilte fire, and
therefore may be compared to mercury. Again, thegythe expression, "our sulphur,” whereby they nmediing
but the fire itself, which lies hid beneath the @vabr humidity, and is heated by the water tdithest degree.
Then, again, they call it Hyle, or the First Subst because all things are first generated owttdr and fire.
Other names, such as Arsenic, Orpiment, Bismuthnat used by the Sages at all, but only by ceitgiarant



charlatans, of whom we need not take any furthéceolet us follow the guidance of Nature: shd wit lead us
astray.

If you let this be your motto, you will surely bbla to call to mind the first substance, out of ethall metallic
substances are generated. But before we consideyuéstion, it will much behove you to understamg the Sun,
Moon, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, are medald what is their origin. Besides finding an ansteehis
guestion, you must also bear in mind that all @@ahings are divided into three kingdoms, vize, @&mimal, the
vegetable, and the mineral. To the first belondiwtg things that have flesh and blood; to thes® all herbs,
plants, and trees; to the third all metals, stoard,everything that cannot be burned.

But, though divided into three classes, yet aliglsi O my brother, may be traced back to one confPnimtiple,
from which they derive their generation, or bifdy. different varieties of heat this first substamé&ansmuted in
various ways, and assumes different specific foSisce, then, Nature is so simple, | advise yoleanore to have
done with all those foolish sublimations, coagulas, and putrefactions, and the ridiculous old wlif@bles which
are even now believed by many, and simply to fold&ture, and her unsophisticated methods: themvadhtake
you by the hand, and guide you to the true substdfmr the only method of correcting or ameliorgthature,
consists in the natural heating of essences. Nus/Hssence, my friend, is the principal thingwdnich depends
the whole matter. This simple truth, the vulgarchef alchemists seem quite unable to understarithars go on
toiling day by day with substances which have magho do with the matter. They might as well sowrh@r wood,
or stones, and expect a golden harvest of cornstihandmooncannot be made out of all substances, but only out
of the natural Essence out of which all thingsfarened, being afterwards differentiated into diveubstances by
different varieties of heat. Thus the special qualf every individual thing is to be referred teetdegree of its
coction. If, therefore, we wish to exercise theetArt of Alchemy, we must imitate the method by e¥hNature
does her work in the bowels of the earth.

The ancients have named many colours in connexitintiais process, such as black, white, citrind, green, and
so forth. All this is simply intended to lead yostray from the right road, and to keep you in igmze. Those
ancient writers were constantly at the greatesigt obscure their style with such a perplexingetg of
allegorical expressions as to render it imposdinie¢he ordinary reader to understand their meaning
Therefore, | would again and again exhort you adidlieve them when they tell you that you mustehawvtake a
black substance, or that the substance turns bidgke, and red in the course of the chemical pgec&he black
colour was suggested to them by the fact thatuhstance or essence at first mingles with a bmillraaterial fire,
by which a liquid is separated from the essendharform of a certain black fume. This black furhe &ncients
called the Black Raven, and the essence they deadedi the Raven's Head. This separation you sluauédully
observe. From it the ancients learned that theraéipa of natural substances is nothing but a ahtiefect of the
heating process. This, again, suggested to therotigideration that those essences that had beanfently
heated by Nature, might be aided in a natural maoyerdinary fire, and that thus the essences lware still
combustible, and their liquids (which the ancieéntsdiously called mercury) being black when theg aeparated
from the essence, might be perfected by art, am@sksences guarded against combustion by theid lignd the
liquid rendered incapable of being separated fitoenetssence. This the ancients called "our sulpFor.'after this
preparation the essence is no longer vegetablgimray but by the perfection of its heating it tezome a mineral
essence, and is therefore called sulphur; the essemothing but aalementanyfire, and its liquid, which is
guarded against combustion, is telementanair, and, because air is naturally warm and mitigt,called mercury
by those jealous ancients. Air contains in itsedf hature of fire, and elementary fire, again, amst within itself
the nature of air: thus, by the union of their coonnelements, a true amalgamation of the two caa pédce. Such
are the material fire and water which we see. Thesterial elements are nothing but an aid to teereses of the
elements by which they can be naturally reducetigdighest degree (of perfection?). This gradatdhe only
true Alchemy, and there is none beside. The psaletemy of our modern charlatans is mere wasteavfay and
time.

It would be a great mistake for you to suppose ybatcan derive any real knowledge from the wriindg the
Sages. They show you only the outside, and corbeahternal Essence. To you they offer the huslsthe finest
of the wheat they keep for themselves. They shawayavay which they do not dream of treading. | aewou,
therefore, in future, to give them a wide berthyou will only enrich the apothecaries while youmpde yourself
and your family into the deepest poverty; nay,gastof gaining the universal panacea, you will @uottthe most
dangerous diseases from constantly moving in ansgghere black with sulphurous and mercurial smakd,fetid
with the stench of bismuth and all manner of salts.

It is truly amazing that none of the seekers dfier great treasure, though willing to submit tg amount of labour
and hardship for its sake, seem capable of perzeitie lesson which constant failure is strivingnpress upon
them. What, | pray you, have those thousands afgoer, who have tried the solutions, coagulationsefactions,



amalgamations, and circulations, gained by thein&ing toil? What good result have they producét their
waters, solutions of metals, blood, hair, eggsknsiigar, and all manner of herbs? Let me besemchoyprofit by
their heart-breaking experience, and to have ddtiteeverything but true Alchemy, which teaches that
substance is brought to perfection, and attaingxladation of elementary fire, by its own lightdaliquid- by which
also imperfect metals are ameliorated, becausedtenentary fire was not properly digested byidfsid. And for
the same reason the elementary fire cannot rerwaithe liquid is separated from that elementary by the heat of
the ordinary fire, and evaporates in the form oftevemoke. The elementary fire, on the other hdods not
evaporate, but abides with its earth, and mustupeddl with it, because its protecting liquid harished in white
smoke. This is that whiteness of which the Ancidmaitge said that it comes after the black colour.tRig reason,
they are in the habit of saying that you must nitkéack before you make it white. We begin ourgess with
blackness, and transmute the black smoke, but timke it for our substance, and make it white. THtger would
be a foolish supposition and imposture. If you wdoavoid such misapprehensions, you must not attémemtudy
of this subject until you have a sound knowledgthefoperations of Nature, and more especiallhefssential
properties of the metals.

| am afraid, my Brother, that my book will causeuyteeaviness of heart, instead of joy, because ¢pgwagvay at one
fell stroke all those false sophistical notions ethhad become so dear to you. Nevertheless, yotianas for all
relinquish that idea of yours that you are profdunetrsed in the mysteries of this Art, and leawese childish
absurdities to those who derive wealth and proditf them. Among these persons, Adam de Bodenstéinahvery
distinguished place; for he wrote all manner otafled theosophical books, and boasted of hisnatiants in the
alchemistic Art, of which he was really quite igant. Yet to the present day many people believehigwhose
expressions are those of a mere charlatan) haal kmewledge of true alchemy. It is true that hismisense cannot
for a moment impose on the initiated; but amongalived (as the proverb says) it is easy to win galdpinions as
a good fencer. On this account, and as Bodengeia imore among the living, | will dismiss the sdbj for
nothing but what is favourable should be spokethefdead and of the absent. This | will say, howetbat he was
a good Sophist and a good physician; but of Alchémknew little or nothing. | should not have sdiid much if |
were not really anxious to warn the unwary agaeshg dazzled by the splendour of his name, anigeent them
from being lured on by it to their own ruin.

If, then, you are a lover of the truth, you wilblfarewell to these specious absurdities, and Heribeentrust
yourself to the guidance of Nature alone; be duaé ghe will lead you onward without faltering ke tdesired goal,
even that method by which she works towards thenegs Moreover, she will demand of you neither nlablour
nor any considerable outlay The whole thing is doya simple process of heating, which includesstilation and
coagulation of the bodies, and also the sublimadiuth putrefaction. But some writers have substittibe the
simple and true essence a certain other essertbewhich they have deceived the whole world, anlved many
persons in considerable losses. Whether their aivdas upright and loving will one day be decidgdhe Great
Judge. It would be better not to publish such wgisi, since the false statements and groundlesgiassewith
which they swarm, plunge so many credulous persaogrievous losses. For if there were not so maogks put
forward by ignorant writers, many thousands of passwho at the present moment are hopelessly feringlabout
in a sea of specious book-learning would have lesby the light of their own unaided intellectshe knowledge
of this precious secret; they are prevented, thesgy years, from seeing the plain truth by a vestaof printed
nonsense which commands their reverence, becaegeldhnot understand it. The Ancients did indeealkn
something about the Art; but at the present dagavevery well dispense with the cumbrous phraseolmgler
which they (most successfully) attempted to vegirtimeaning. It can only tend to the bewildermdrianest
enquirers, who are thereby thrown off the true saemess indeed they should come to be instrugyddiing
Masters.

I myself may not speak out as plainly as | woudd,Ifam silenced by the vow which binds all the teesof the
Art, the curse that lights on those who violateghered seal of Nature's secrets, and the maledicfiall the
philosophers. Therefore, | must exhort you agathagmain to trust your own observations rather thanwritings of
others, and to let the Book of Nature be the masabdired volume of your library. Observe her methoads only in
the production of metals, but in the procreatiothef fruits of the earth, and their constant groarit development,
in the winter and summer, in the spring and autumgrrain and sunshine. If you had a sound knowleddéature's
methods in producing the bud and the flower, antdp@ning the green fruit, you would be able toysmir hand to
the germs which Nature provides in the bowels efdarth, and to educe from them (or their subsjaheé which
you so much desire. Forgive me then, my Brotherséounceremoniously overthrowing all your old leettand
dearly cherished convictions. My excuse must belthave done it for your own good, as you wouldeptvise
never learn the true secret of transmuting meYals. may believe and trust me, for | can have naceomble
motive for filling the world with fresh lies of wbh, God knows, it is already full enough, throulge &gency of the



aforesaid deceivers and their willing dupes, wherdieing lured on by those false books to the dbsdl their
worldly goods, have not suffered their eyes to pened by their losses, and seem unable to find wagi out of
that gigantic labyrinth of falsehood. Nay, they dawen taken upon themselves to write books, asddak as if
they were perfect masters of the Art, and had ddriyreat advantage from it, though in reality thaye been
brought so low as to be able to afford nothingrhigerable decoctions. They dissolved until theiplgtHfortune had
undergone a process of dissolution; they sublinred all their gold and silver had evaporated; tipeyrefied until
their clothes decayed upon their bodies; and thégred until all their wood and coal were consurteedshes, and
they themselves were reduced to wallet and staff.

This is the prize which they have won with all thebuble. Let their ruin be a warning to you, msogher. For their
alchemy instead of imparting health, is followeddg®nury and disease; instead of transmuting cappzgold, it
changes gold into copper and brass. Consider alsaany ignorant persons, such as cobblers, talbarskrupt
merchants, and tavern keepers, pretend to a kngelefithis Art, and, after a few years' unsuccessfu
experimenting in the laboratory, call themselvesatjdoctors, announce in boastful and sesquipedalieyuage
their power to cure many diseases, and promise tamsnof gold. Those promises are empty wind, aed t
medicines rank poison, with which they fill the cbluyards, and for the impudent abuse of which Gibidowe day
visit them with heavy punishment. But | will leatlee magistrates and the jailers to deal with tlsegadling
charlatans. | speak of them only to put you on yguard. If so many persons write on the subjeéldfiemy, who
know nothing whatever about the nature and gemerati metals, it becomes all the more necessarydorto be
careful what books you read, and how much you belie

For | tell you truly that so long as you have nal@nd fundamental knowledge of the nature of teéafs, you
cannot make much progress in the true Art of Alcheon understand the natural transmutation of med¥bu must
grasp the meaning of every direction before youparit into effect. Always mistrust that which ydo not
understand (i.e., in studying this art). Thereraamy false ways, but there can be only one thatiégs and indicates
a process which does not require many hands, oh habour. For this reason, beloved friend and Brgtiiou must
work hard by day and by night to obtain a thorokgbwledge of the metals, and of their essentiaineafThen you
will be able to understand the requirements ofateYou will know without being told what is theue substance
and the true method. You will see the utter usaless of your former labour, and you will be amaaegour
former blindness. Study the nature of metals aacttuses of their generation, for they derive thieih from the
same source as all other created things.

For as by a heating process the infant is develapdte mother's womb out of the father's seed,aanithe chicken
is brought forth out of the egg by the natural imetion of the hen, so the metals, too, are devedlapa certain way
out of a certain substance. Yet | do not say, nottar, that mercury and sulphur are the first sarrst of metals.
Those juggling deceivers have told you so; buh@eins of the earth, where the metals grow, @rad neither
mercury nor sulphur. Therefore, when they speadutfhur, you must understand them to allude to efgany fire,
and by mercury you must understand the liquid. $imdlar lying spirit they have called fire (elentary) "our Sun,"
and the liquid "our Moon," or the elementary fimuk and the elementary liquid spirit, because eletary
substances are invisible. The soul is invisible,fand the spirit invisible moisture: the outwasdential fire and
water they have called ' bodies,' because theyisitde and palpable. Nay, they try to make youdwe that these
are metallic bodies, and that you must dissolventigut do not let them deceive you. Be on your dusgainst
their dishonest tricks, and cunning devices, byciiihey set you to experiment with metallic bodiglsen they
really mean the metallic essence.

They point out to you various materials and sulzgannotwithstanding that there is only one truestance, and
one true method. Be sure that their solutions, aladigns, sublimations, calcinations, and putrédenrst, do not
represent the method of Nature in the heart oktlréh, where the metals grow. For pious Nature babts the
elementary fire which is thereby ameliorated amddithrough its liquid; which latter she also ches\doy various
degrees of heat, into all the various objects whimtmpose the three natural kingdoms-and althoughinis
differentiated into bodies so different as vegetaphnimals, and minerals, yet they have all caigirsprung from
one common substance, all have one root, whicltitéents denominated the first Matter or Hyle. Bus really
nothing but hidden elementary fire, with its liquighich the Ancients called the root liquid, radic®isture, or
humid radical, because it is the root of all crdatéengs.

This liquid, with its fire, is differentiated intime various kinds of natural bodies, by the varidegrees of heat, or
‘coction," which take place in them. One thing @renperfectly heated in its elementary fire throughiquid, than
another. The vegetable nature is that in whiclctetion is least perfect. Therefore its esseneasdy burned, and
its liquid easily separated from its elementarg,flsy common fire.

The coction of th@nimalis almost as imperfect as that of the vegetalbstance: for its essence is easily burned.
The coction of thenineral substances is the most perfect of all, becautieeim the metallic liquid is more closely



united (by coction) to its elementary fire. Hencetafs are better able to resist common fire tharvidgetable and
animal substances. When a metal is placed in tégifidoes not burn with a bright flame like wodak; the liquid

of wood is not so completely joined (by coction)ttessence, as the liquid of metals is to itemss. The union of
the liquid with the essence is not metallic, bugetable, for which reason the latter is consumet avblack
smoke, when, by a higher degree of coction, thetadae has been transmuted into a metallic essi#melonger
gives out a black smoke in common fire, but a whiteoke, as you may see when imperfect metals dtedrie the
fire. That is why the Ancients said that you mursttfmake the substance black before you makeitewhe., it
must first give out a black smoke before it gives @ white. Again they say: You must first make/itite before
you make it red. To make red is to make perfeatabse gold and silver have been rendered perfexdiion,

their essence being fully united to their liquiddachanged into pure fire.

Do not then suffer yourself to be thrown off yowragd by the obscure phraseology of the Ancientgouf
thoroughly study the simple fundamental naturehefrhetals, you will know what their enigmatic exgsiens
mean, and will not, like some moderns, concludenftbeir writings that you must take a certain sabs¢ and
dissolve it until it turns black., then again purénd calcine it till the blackness disappearsitbdgins to turn
white; and after that, once more increase theafire calcine and toil until the substance turns &ath an
interpretation of the language of the Ancients @aly suggest itself to persons entirely ignoranthef nature of
metallic substances; indeed, the Ancients wrotbegdid solely in order to hide their real meaniram all but the
close students of Nature. To this end they wetharconstant habit of employing the terms "merc¢uapd
"sulphur.” And although the metallic essence istthe substance which, by natural coction, mustised from the
lowest to the highest stage of development, atmbadth the meaning of the Ancients is intelligibf@egh to the
initiated, yet the ignorant can gather from thairguage no more than the fact that the substansebmudaken from
the metals. But where are they to obtain it, ana hee they to bring it to perfection?

The metallic essence can not be separated froimgierfect metals without being injured; for if it Iseparated with
fire the liquid must evaporate, and the essencth (g earth) be consumed. Nor will you be abledparate the
essence of the imperfect metals by means of aqtis, farsenic, aqua vita-, or alkali, without injpug the essence
and its liquid by the foreign moisture: for the albt nature can bear no foreign substance, aadyifforeign
moisture combines with the metallic liquid, it lesés proper quality and is entirely corrupted. Tietallic essence
of the perfect metals you cannot obtain in a sépdcam; for their liquid and elementary fire arelded together
by so perfect a process of coction, and so claseited with their earth, that neither fire nor watan avail to
separate them, seeing that the fire has no powartbem, and no foreign moisture can combine waitigorrupt,
the liquid of perfect metals. All your labour wilk in vain: the coction has done its work so wedktyou will never
be able to undo it.

Hence, the Ancients said that there was no suliphamything but in the metals, and hence also tadhed the
metallic liquid quicksilver. But names do not alfects: the fact is that the elementary fire mussb united to its
elementary liquid by natural coction that they bmedndivisible. For the liquid protects the fireaéigst combustion,
so that both remain fixed and unchanged in comrrenThis perfected substance the Ancients haveoa#éd
Elixir, or fire which has undergone a process afge coction: for that which before was crude aam is
"cooked," or digested by the process of coctiorat®ement which, by its imperfection, causes lastals to be
broken up and disintegrated by fire, has been thdesnd perfected by natural heat.

For this reason you must not grudge the labour lttie proper performance of this heating processades,
seeing that it includes purification, sublimatidissolution, and all the other chemical processesnerated by the
ancient alchemists. All these you may safely disrfiem your mind, as they can cause you nothingrouble,
loss, and waste of time. My purpose in writing tiaighful admonition is to caution you again ancizgo beware
of those pitfalls with which the contemptuous obgtglof the Ancients has so plentifully beset tlatpof the
ingenuous enquirer. | also desired to suggest tiatlye truesubstanceand the one trumethodand have throughout
endeavoured to express myself in a style as foea &llegorical obscurity as possible. | have rechilou from your
wanderings in the pathless wilderness, and putirydle right way. Now you must beseech Almighty Godjive
you the real philosophical temper, and to open yyas to the facts of nature. Thus alone you wilable to reach
the coveted goal.

The Testament of Cremer




The Testament Of Cremer,
Abbot Of Westminster,
And Brother Of The Benedictine Order

A Tetrastich On This Work by M[ichael]. M[aier].

Either the meaning of the Author or the letter of his writings is akceitful.
Be on your guard, therefore. Everywhere a serpent lurks among the flowers.
Yet scorn not a friend who spoke as plainly as he might.
Beneath the shadowy foliage of words is concealed the golden fruit of Thut

The Testament Of Cremer, The Englishman,
Abbot Of Westminster,
And Friar Of The Benedictine Order

| have attempted to give a full and accurate actofiAlchemy without using any of those obscuréhtécal terms,
which have proved so serious a stumbling-blockéway of many students of this Art. | am here dbswg my
own experience during the thirty years which | g@emd wasted in perusing the writings of authoresehwhole
ingenuity seemed to have been concentrated upofirtied expressing thought in unintelligible langea The more
| read the more hopelessly | went astray, untilibéProvidence at length prompted me to undertgkeraey to
Italy, and caused me to be accepted as a disgiplealb noble and marvellously learned Master Rayavith
whom | remained for a long time. In his eyes | fdwuch favour that he not only unfolded to me diglar
knowledge of this Great Mystery, but at my mosheat entreaty, accompanied me to this island ofdfiag and
lived with me here two years. During his stay tardlughly instructed me in the whole secret of tloekwv
Subsequently, | introduced my noble master to lastrgracious Majesty King Edward, who received kintdly
and honourably, and obtained from him a promise@{haustible wealth, on condition that he (thedishould in
person conduct a Crusade against the Turks, thaiea@f God, and that he should thenceforward irefram
making war on other Christian nations. But, alais promise was never fulfilled, because the Kirgsgly violated
his part of the contract, and compelled my deartends fly beyond the seas, with sorrow and grietfiis soul. My
heart still burns within me when | think of the usij treatment which he received, and | have no reareest
longing than once more to behold his bodily presefor the model of his daily life, and the puatyd integrity of
his mind, would move the most inveterate sinngefgentance. In the meantime, rest assured, mastdule
Raymond, that | and my brethren day by day pouoaufprayers before God on your behalf. All wisdisrderived
from God, and ever ends in Him. Any one who dedresvledge should ask it of Him, for he gives lilér, and
without upbraiding. The height and the depth okatbwledge, and the whole treasure of wisdom arergunto
men of God, because in Him, and to Him, and thrddigh are all things, and nothing can happen withdigtwill.
In beginning my discourse | invoke the help of HiMmo is the source and origin of all good things.yMtae bright
light of His Spirit shine in my heart, and guide m® all truth; also enabling me to point out thers the true path
of Knowledge! May this prayer be granted by Him wsenthroned on High, and rules and governs ailgt)
world without end! Amen.
"In the Beginning was the Word - full of grace anath."

Prayer

Holy Lord, Almighty Father, Eternal God, deign tiess and sanctify the fire which we unworthy men, b
invocation of Thy only-begotten Son our Lord JeGhsist, presume to bless. Hallow it, most graciGasl, with
Thy benediction, and let it tend to the good oftinenan race, through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Good Lord, Creator of the Red Light

Who dividest the times by certain seasons,

When the Sun vanishes, fearful Chaos comes again:

Oh Christ, restore the light to Thy faithful pedple

Though Thou hast studded heaven's floor with stars,

And inlaid it with the bright lamp of the Moon,



Yet Thou dost teach us also to strike light oulliafs,

And to fan it into life out of the stone-born spark

Thou art the true light of the eyes, and the ligfthe senses;
A mirror Thou art of things without and of thing$tkn.
Accept this light which | bear, ministering,

Tinged with the unction issued from the peace-lnggavirgin.
To Thee we come, great Father, thro' Thine only, Son

In whom Thy glory visibly shines forth,

And through Him, the Blessed Comforter,

Whom Thou didst send forth from Thy great heart.

In whom Thy Brightness, Honour, Light, and Wisdom,
Majesty, Goodness, and Mercy

Dwell with us throughout the Ages,

And draw us up to the Fountain of Light. Amen.

CHAPTER |
How to prepare the living water which constitutes he life of our Art
Take three oz. of tartar of good claret, strong jpunek. Add to it five 0z. of Petroleum, two oz.liefng sulphur, two
oz. of orange coloured Arsenic, three oz. of Rabuse two oz. of willow charcoal. Mix and distil dHese
ingredients in the "bath of Neptune,” in a wellggiered glass jar. Let this jar be about one cubit,rand carefully
closed to prevent any of the spirits or smoke fenaporating. When you see it turn of a pale coltakg it out of
the furnace, and let it cool. You ought to be ablprepare it in about four days. Be careful nahtwle its smell,
for it is deadly poison. This water should be kiepd stout well-stoppered glass jar, and used daogto the
directions given in the following chapters. Tétler water should be twice distilled out of the urine of an
unpolluted youth of eighteen; if he be polluted tiater will have no vitality.
[Rabusenumis a certain red substance and earth coming fatthwater, which flows out of minerals, and is
brought to perfection in the month of July in asglgar exposed to the heat of the sun for 26 days.]
CHAPTER I
Take the water of an unpolluted youth after histféleep for three or four nights, until you halweee pints. Put it
each night into a well-stoppered stone jar; rentheesediment. Strain out one pint of the thinnest urest part of
the liquid. Add two glasses of very strong vinedaq oz. of quicklime, half-an-ounce of the "livingater," of
which the preparation has been described aboveh®umixture into an earthen pot, and place oven ilembic or
distilling vessel, rendered airtight with clay. liestand one day and one night before you put ithe fire. Then
expose it to gentle heat, and let it distil condilhyifor five or six days and nights. Thus letl@v by drops;
carefully lute your glass receptacle so that neisipérit nor smoke may escape, and when the lidistilling
assumes a blue or pallid colour, then abstractimgtiurther.
CHAPTER 11l
Smelt eight oz. of clear, hard iron ore, havindofemishes, in three or four parts, over a fiercarcbal fire;
extinguish it with so much of the Virgin water dabed in the second chapter as may be necessatlyfquurpose.
Then take three oz. of tin, heat it for a shoretiimthe fire, and steep it in the Virgin wateruRd the iron ore and
the tin very small on a marble tablet, and whdreiins to cool feed it with some of the water adaid. Pour the
whole into a narrow-necked glass bottle, and $egl with lead. Put it in a safe place, and in ®etoyou should
fill a water-tight box (about one yard in heightittwfresh horse dung, and thrust your glass vesgeit. Next to
the bottle let there be a layer of unslaked quiitel Shut the lid of the box closely, and neveklabthe mixture
but at the time of the full moon. Its colours vabintinue to change until it becomes fixed and haedeThen it is
precipitated towards the bottom of the vessel. Whbias been in the box twelve weeks, it shouldjliée black.
You may then take it out, and keep it till the twieth day of March, when it should be once morerulmd small,
according to the directions given below.
CHAPTER IV
About the fifteenth day of March take three ozqoicksilver, and add to it half-an-oz. of "livingater.” Pass the
quicksilver five times through a strainer purgedhwye and well dried. Melt two pounds of lead, g it into a
pot. When it becomes liquid, thrust into it a thimnd skewer, and when the lead is still warm,dietady fixed,
remove the skewer, and pour in the quicksilvereiadt When the whole mass has cooled turn it oat €lab of
marble, pour some oil over it, pound it small, d&iit into three parts, mix each with small pilubdsoot. Leave
them in a closely sealed vessel for eight daysstnem to powder, and nourish this powder witiyaid
compounded in equal proportions of vinegar anddhiwater." Put the soft paste which must thusdsméd into a



high glass distilling vessel. Close up the uppet pbthe vessel with clay, and tie it up with e of leather or
parchment. Then plunge it into a wooden box, caoimgiglowing coals of juniper wood and oak, anevarttieth
part of iron filings. To test the degree of the firefore inserting the vessel put in it a piecdrgfpaper. If it catches
alight the fire is not too hot but if the thin stdsawhich remain of the paper after burning are etstssumed, then
the heat is excessive, and the door must be opintheé temperature lowers; when it has becomeerly warm,
carefully add to it a spoonful of "living water dd€scribed in the first chapter). But take care thaitstill is only
three-quarters covered with the coals, in orderyba may, whenever the moon is full, be able gyit remove
the cover, and see how the work is progressing.nééer you perform this, add a spoonful of "livingter." At
first the colour of the mixture should be blackeafvards it will become white, and will pass thrbugrious
changes of colour. When the mixture turns solifb@d, its colour should be red of a somewhat dendfe and it
should also be saline and heavy, no longer flowingubbling up towards the top of the vessel. hduto be
treated in the manner suggested for forty weelgnbeng on the twenty-fifth of March. By the endtbfs period
the mixture will have become so hard as to buesttssel. When this happy event takes place, tiogevitouse will
be filled with a most wonderfully sweet fragrantteen will be the day of the Nativity of this mosessed
Preparation. Remember, that the iron box with ttedscought to be enclosed in another wooden bowhath the
object is to preserve the compound from the noxioflisences of the air.
CHAPTER V
Take two pounds of pure and soft lead, two pourfigeice tin, and melt them in the above-mentionetl-e®vered
clay jar. Place the whole on a wood fire, and kie@pa moderate blaze for three hours. Removéftiem" of the
metallic ore till the whole mixture is pure andrtsparent, then add to it a fourth part of an owidbe Red Stone
powdered. Stir it gently with an iron spoon uritiétwhole mass turns red. Leave the jar for sevemyhours, and
during the last three hours expose it once motha@entle heat of a blazing wood fire. While isi#l liquid you
can mould it into any shape you please; when iiéras you have before your eyes the Consummatitireofhole
work. Mind you lift up your hands in grateful prayte the Giver of all good gifts. So be it.
CHAPTER VI
How to prepare a fire-proof clay in which to melt he metal
Take well-tempered potter's clay, or the whitelearich is called Taxonium; mix it with a tenth paf horse
dung. When the jar has been formed, and is hadfiddover it with thin filings of red or caldariuropper and fine
powder of red arsenic. When it is quite dry, snadhits lower part with saltpetre dissolved for tweehours in the "
living water" of our first chapter.
How to prepare the Clay
Make the "clay" which you are to use for stoppimpgyour vessel and keeping it air-tight, of bitumenguicklime
mastic, and the white of eggs, well mixed withtédiwhite Armenian bolus. Let your petroleum beas| pure, and
yellow. Your Rabusenum should be clear, and ofighbrermilion.
It is my wish that Brother Alexander, and Richarfithis our Monastery, should copy this Testamerthe name of
the Most Blessed Trinity, and preserve it carefully
In the first place, let them diligently keep thers from all greedy and nefarious persons, andaleitto none but
the Abbot and Prior, for the time being, of our Mstery. Nor should it be made known to them uhélthave
sworn on the four Gospels that they will not revietd any men in power, or to any of the inferfiwethren of our
Monastery.
Moreover, it is my wish that the Art be not actyadkercised in this our Monastery, except to safr@m penury
and ruin-a contingency which is not likely to happseeing that | leave to it so great a treasupraxdious metals. |
also enjoin upon you who are in authority in thigibe, to wit, the Abbot and Prior, to have thislast will and
testament copied once in every sixty years, inmtte it may not become illegible, either throubhk ravages of
time, or through a change in the form of thosetemitharacters which render man's thought permanent
Furthermore, | command you not to betray the sexfréte preparation of the Red Dragon's Bloodherquantities
of substances required, or the manner of theitrtreat, or the time when the work should be takemaind, to any
human soul, except to the persons named abové;adjdre you to keep and preserve intact, inviglatel
unbroken the trust committed to you, in the NamthefFather, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, as yduone day
have to answer me before the judgment seat of Chivisoever does not observe this my mandate, $ehdine be
blotted out from the Book of Life.
Magnesia is the smelted ore of iron. When the méxtsi still black it is called the Black Raven. ibturns- white, it
is named the Virgin's Milk, or the Bone of the Wéhdh its red stage, it is the Red Lion. When htlige, it is called
the Blue Lion. When it is all colours, the Sagemaat Rainbow. But the number of such names iolegand | can
only mention these few. Moreover, they were oniyeimted for the purpose of confounding the vulgad hiding



this mystery from the simple. Whenever you meehwibook full of these strange and outlandish teantsnames,
throw it aside at once: it will not teach you angth

The Glory of the World - Part 1

This is included in thMusaeum Hermeticummf 1625, though it was first published in GermaiGéoria Mundi
sonsten Paradeiss Taffélrankfurt, 1620.
Go to part 2 Go to part 3 Go to part 4

The Glory Of The World;
Or,

Table Of Paradise;

A True Account Of The Ancient Science Which Adam Learned
From God Himself; Which Noah, Abraham, And Solomon
Held As One Of The Greatest Gifts Of God; Which
Also All Sages, At All Times, Preferred To The
Wealth Of The Whole World, Regarded As
The Chief Treasure Of The Whole
World, And Bequeathed Only To
Good Men;

Namely

The Science Of The Philosopher's Stone.

2 PET. iii., 5:
"For this they willingly, through their wickednesse ignorant or, that through the Word of Godfbavens were
of old, and the earth standing out of the wated, iarthe water."
The Glory Of The World,
Or,
Table Of Paradise:
A most precious book, containing art, the like difieh is not to be found upon earth; shewing théhtooncerning
the true Philosophy, and the most noble medicind,piceless Tincture, together with divers otheuable Arts,
and the instruments required for them.

Now, in the name of God, the Almighty Creator amegerver of this World, | venture to shew forth thgden
mysteries of Nature, which God has planted therd,deigns to reveal to men, that they may see hawetiously
things are created, and how wonderfully all clagge®tural objects are brought forth: for a testay to all
believing Christian men, and for a comfort to dlliected and troubled hearts -- seeing that alhtfs created perish
and are decomposed only to be renewed again, tauliplied, animated, and perfected after theirdkiRor nothing
that is created, or born, is at rests but dailyaugdes increase or multiplication on the part ofuxg until it
becomes that which is created and ordained tod#dhsure of all mankind.
Therefore, beseech God to give you such wisdonuaddrstanding as will enable you to understandAHisand
to bring it, by His blessing, to a good issue fas bwn glory, and the good of your neighbour.
If then you would obtain this knowledge at the hah&God, you must confess yourself a miserableesirsnd
implore His blessing, which alone can enable yoreteive His Gift worthily, and to bear in mind tiée has
bestowed it upon you out of pure mercy, and thgtpide or presumptuous insolence on your part nikt
certainly entail its loss, in addition to His wra#nd eternal condemnation. You must resolve tinktbis blessed
and divine work in the name of God, for the serg€all good Christians, and the building up of faith; to be a
good athlete in the war against unbelievers; tmgha company of wicked men; never to open yourtimagainst
the righteous; but to bestow your bounty upon #edy in order that after this life you may recdive crown of
eternal joy and beatitude. For this treasure, wticbove all other earthly treasures, is grargeurh alone who
approves himself humble, honest, gentle, and faithf far as the weakness of human nature allamgskeeps the



laws of God through God's bounty and blessing,\eimal is not likely to mistake the true nature of gif, or to
abuse it against his own eternal welfare. It isgifieof the Holy Spirit, the loving bounty of thggeat God, which
comes down from the Father of light. He who madigissArt, must have asked and obtained wisdomaxf,Gince
he has not only gold, silver, and all the richethaf world, but also perfect health, length of sleand, what is
better still, the comfort toe be derived from asmaing type of the bitter passion and death ofLoud and Saviour
Jesus Christ, His descent into hell, His gloriond eost holy Resurrection on the third day, anduitisory and
triumph over sin, death, Devil, and hell -- a vigtthat must carry joy and comfort to all that hale breath of life.
Let me now shew you how wonderfully the human ainthd natures of Jesus Christ were united and gbine
together in one Person. The soul and body of CanidtHis divine nature were so inseparably joimegtther that
they cannot be severed throughout all eternity.aiéxeless Christ had to die, and His soul had teelparated from
His body, and once more joined to it on the thiag,dhat His body might be glorified, and rendessdsubtle as His
soul and spirit. For He had received His body efsbbstance of the most Blessed Virgin Mary, ardefore it had
to be perfected by temporary separation from Hig and Spirit. Nevertheless, His divinity remaingdted in one
essence with the body and soul of Christ -- it wik the body in the tomb, and with His soul in &iise.

The body of Christ had to be separated from it$ isoorder that it might receive the same power glody. But
now, Christ having been dead, and His soul havitegvaards been reunited to His body, they are hientte
inseparably conjoined into one subtle essencedidisge omnipotence which He received from His Fatiich
governs all things in heaven and earth, and islgperfect from all eternity, is now one Persorthwihe Christ
Jesus, who suffered, died, rose again, and ascémaeldeaven, in endless power, glory, majesty htignd
honour.

Therefore, O sinful man, render thanks to AlmigBtyd for the grace and fatherly loving kindness sh&wou;
and rest assured that you may obtain the glorifinawhich was given to Christ. For Christ rosetfttgat he might
open up for you a way unto His heavenly Fathereltfm, you too must be crucified to this world bgamy
hardships, tribulations, and anxieties. But that gway understand the glorification of the body, @sdenewal to
eternal life, you should dilligently consider Gotfisherly love and mercy towards fallen man. Beamind that all
things that come down from Him are good and pejéts. Take care, therefore, lest you foully abtieegifts
bestowed upon you freely, without any merit of youm, to the destruction of your soul; rather leyyaur actions
shew that you love and fear God, and then everyuiato which you set your hand will prosper, arahirbeginning
to end you will pursue the work successfully angbjasly. Commit your care to God, trust His wordd &eep His
holy commandments: then God will be with you inthlhgs, will bless your toil, and in His fathettyve forefend
all loss and harm. Your art will then afford youdrcomfort, yield you al] you need, refresh youaall your
hardships, supply you with the means of relievimg iecessities of others, and constantly keep dgfmur eyes a
living type of your own glorious resurrection, amicthat of all Christian believers -- whereby weshexchange
this earthly and mortal life for endless joy and thory of eternal and incorruptible beatitude.

Let me then tell you, who would be a true lovetha$ Art, that it was first delivered by God to Adan Paradise.
For it is a true revelation of many secrets andteres. It shews you the vanity of your body angadr life in this
world; but it also solaces you with the hope of ik salvation. It suggests to you the reflectiwatt if God has
infused such wonderful virtues into mere inanimatural objects, surely we, who are so much b#tter they,
must be reserved for some high and glorious dedtingseech you, therefore, to acquit yourself lyigeall that
you do -- not to be in haste, -- but to reveal thisstery to no mortal man, unless he be a lovéhnisfArt and of a
godly, sincere, and merciful temper. Such was thetjze of the ancient Sages to whom this wisdoms neaealed
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. You must@lsonfess that this Art is real, for the sake osthwho will not
believe that Jesus Christ proceeded from His Altyigteavenly Father, and was also born of a purgrvir
Moreover, you must ask God to enlighten you bydifteof His Holy Spirit, to sharpen your understargl to open
your eyes, and to grant you a profound insight thtd unfathomable wisdom which lies hid in our,Amd which
no Sage has ever been able to express in his ggitior there are many secrets in Nature whichirhpossible for
our unaided human reason to apprehend. If youMotity directions and suffer yourself to be guidedts grace of
God, then the work which you undertake for the gloirGod, and for the good of your neighbour, \Wilve a joyful
issue. Feed the hungry; give drink to the thirstgthe the naked; comfort the afflicted; visit #iek and the
prisoners: and you shall have what you desire.

Robert Valens Rugl.

"A spirit is within, which by deliberate skill"

"you must separate from the body. Simply"
"disjoin the material part from the vapour. You "
"should then add the cold water of the spring."



"With this you should unweariedly sprinkle both."
"You will then have the true Elixir of all this "
"Art."
Exhortation and Information
to all the lovers of this Art, in which they caresas in a mirror, all the fundamental and essker@tuirements
thereof; whether it is possible or not to arrivehe true Art, and concerning the same.
I would warn all and sundry, but especially you, beyoved disciples, in clear and impressive languégbe on
your guard against all fantastical teaching, anlisten to the truthful information which | shalbw proceed to give
you.
In the first place, you must give a wide berthhe false Alchemy of the vulgar herd. | have experéal this so
much that | am loath to recommend any to undertiageavork, since this Art is so well hidden thatmortal on
earth can discover it unless Sol and Luna megbufgive diligent heed to my warning you may attaim
knowledge thereof, but if you do not, you will nee@proach any nearer to it. Know also that themniy one
thing in the whole world that enters into the cosifion of the Stone, and that, therefore, all cdatippn, and
admixture, of different ingredients, would shew yolbe on a wrong scent altogether. If you couldgre all the
different operations of our art, yet all your dissog, coagulating, decomposing, distilling, augrieg, albefying,
&c., would be useless, without a true knowledgewfMatter. For our Art is good and precious, nam any one
become a partaker of it, unless it be revealednoby God, or unless he be taught by a skilled kladt is a
treasure such as the whole world cannot buy. Dpthetefore, my sons, spend your toil until youknehat that is
on which you are to operate. For even if you knesvright Matter, your information would be uselasyou
without a knowledge of the method of preparind fte Stone in its final and effective form is nott® found
anywhere in the whole world, either in the heawasve, or in the earth beneath; nor in any metalimanything
that grows, nor yet even in gold or silver. It mhstprepared, i.e., developed, into its final foyet, for all that, it
cannot, strictly speaking, be made better than edted it, nor can the Tincture be prepared oiit tife ' Tincture
"must be added to it, and therefore has nothimpteith our main object, since it is a differeling altogether. If it
were in any metal, we should surely have to logktfan the Sun or Moon; yet the Moon cannot comtigi or it
would long since have become the Sun. Neitheriisrtercury, or in any sulphur, or salt, or in herbr anything of
that nature, as you shall see hereafter. Now wiecatiiclude our exhortation, and proceed to deschibéArt itself.
There follow some Methods of Recognising our Stone.
I
Know that our Stone is one, and that it is jusHilad a Stone. For it is a Stone, and could bearame so
characteristic, as that of the Stone of the Sagesit is not any one of our existing stones, iyalerives its
appellation from its similarity to them. For ouin8e is so prepared as to be composed of the fearegits. On this
account it has been called by different names,aasdmes different forms, although it is one thamg its like is
not found upon earth. It is a Stony, and not aesfarthe sense of having the nature of any oneesibis fire, yet it
has not the appearance, or properties, of fiie;dtr, yet neither has it the appearance, or ptigse of air; it is
water, but has no resemblance, or affinity, tortheire of water. It is earth, though it has notrthture, or
appearance, of earth, seeing that it is a thinigseyf.
Another way of Knowing our Precious Stone.
Il.
An ancient philosopher says: Our Stone is calledsdcred rock, and is divided, or signified, inrfaays. Firstly,
into earth; secondly, into its accretion; thirdiyto fire; and fourthly, into the flame of fire. #iny one knows the
method of dissolving it, of extracting its saltdaof perfectly coagulating it, he is initiated letmysteries of the
Sages. Therefore if the salt turn white, and assamaly appearance, then it tinges. There aretbtages in our
Art. Firstly, the transmutation of the whole thiimgo one salt; secondly, the rendering of thredlsuimdies
intangible; thirdly, the repetition of the wholelsiion of the whole thing. If you understand thést your hand to
the work. For the Matter is only one thing, and Wdo@main one thing, though a hundred thousand Hbakl been
written about it, because this Art is so greatadure that the whole world would not be a suffic@mpensation
for it. It is described in obscure terms, yet ogerdmed by all, and known to all. But if all knets secret, no one
would work, and it would lose its value. On thigaent it would be impious to describe it in univahg intelligible
language. He to whom God will reveal it, may untind these dark expressions. But because most oneotd
understand them, they are inclined to regard otuaéimpossible, and the Sages are branded asdvic&a and
swindlers. Learned doctors, who thus speak of a fit before their eyes every day, but they doumaterstand it,
because they never attend to it And then, forsdb#y, deny the possibility of finding the Stoner mdll any one
ever be able to convince them of the reality of Atir so long as they blindly follow their own beatd inclination.



In short, they are too wise to discern it, sindeaihscends the range of the human intellect, amst be humbly
received at the hand of God.
Yet another Way of Knowing our Blessed Stone.

The philosopher, Morienus, calls our Stone, watad he had good reasons for the name. O watettef taste,
that preservest the elements! O glorious natueg,dhercomest Nature herself! O thou that resernblasire,
which dissolvest her tractable nature, that exalNasure -- that art crowned with light, and presst in thyself the
four elements, out of which the quintessence isgh@tiou art for the simple, seeing that thou arsinsimple in thy
operation. Having conceived by a natural procémsj bringest forth vapour, and art a good mothbauTneedest
no outward help; nature preserves nature, andtisaparated from nature by the operation of nafine.thing is
easy to find, the knowledge is easy, altogetheilifamyet it is as a miracle to many. Thy solutisrgreat glory,

and all thy lovers are named above. Thou art & greanum and to the many thou appearest impossible
Explanation.

Know, my son, that our Stone is such that it camdgtquately be described in writing. For it isanst and
becomes water through evaporation; yet it is noestand it by a chemical process it receives. amydorm it is at
first like any other liquid water, being a thiniflyet its nature is not like that of any othernt@raupon earth. There
is only one spring in all the world from which thigter may be obtained. That spring is in Judasdjsacalled, the

Spring of the Saviour, or of beatitude. By the grat God its situation was revealed to the Sagéssues in a
secret place, and its waters flow over all the diditlis familiar to all, yet none knows the priplg, reason, or way
to find the spring, or discover the way to Judd&ad.whoever does not know the right spring will aeattain to a

knowledge of our Art. For this reason, that Sagghtwell exclaim, "O water of a harsh and bittesté#l' For, in
truth, the spring is difficult to find; but he whmows it may reach it easily, without any expettiour, or trouble.
The water is, of its own nature, harsh and biterthat no one can partake of it; and, becauseottlittle use to the
majority of markind the Sage doth also exclaim W&ter, that art lightly esteemed by the vulgar, wbaot
perceive thy great virtues, in thee lie, as it wéid the four elements. Thou hast power to digsadwnd conserve,
and join nature, such as is possessed by no dtimgrdpon earth." If you would know the propertiesl
appearance of this Stone, know that its appeariaraueous, and that the water is first changedardtone, then
the stone into water, and the water at lengthtimtoMedicine. If you know the Stone without the hwoet of its
preparation, your knowledge can be of no more as®t than if you knew the right method withoutrizgi
acquainted with the true Matter. Therefore our tzeare filled with gratitude to God for both kinofsknowledge.
Concerning the Treasure in the Tincture.

For let me tell you that when you have the rectftine] you have something that all the treasurelefvorld will
not buy. For it transmutes all metals into truedgalind is therefore much better than the preparatisghe Sun. As a
medicine it excels all other gold; all diseases fmaygured by drinking one drop of the tincture iglass of wine;
and it has power to work many other marvels whiehcannot here mention at length. If you wish tgpre the
tincture for the Moon, take five half-ounces of tied tincture, and mix it well with five hundredlifiaunces of the
Moon, which have been subjected to the actionref then melt it, and the whole will be changed ithte Tincture
and the Medicine. Of this take half an ounce, aekt it into five hundred half-ounces of Venusaol other metal,
and it will be transmuted into pure silver. Of tieel tincture, which you have diligently preparexket one part to a
thousand parts of gold, and the whole will be clegihigto the red tincture. Of this, again, you nmalketone part to a
thousand parts of Venus, or any other metal, andlibe changed into pure gold. For this purposa yeed not
buy any gold or silver. The first injection you carake with about a drachm of both; and then youtcarsmute
with the tincture more and, more.

You should also know that in our Art we distingutslio things -- the body and the spirit: the forrheing constant,
or fixed, while the other is volatile. These twoshbe changed, the one into the other: the body baeome water,
and the water body. Then again the body becomesy Wgtits own internal operation, and the two, ilee dry and

the liquid, must once more be joined together imaeparable union. This conjunction could not taleee if the
two had not been obtained from one thing; for adiaf union is possible only between things of shene nature.
Of this kind is the union which takes place in éut; for the constituent parts of the Matter arm@ml together by
the operation of nature, and not by any human hahe.substance is divided into two parts, as wé skplain
further on. For instance, the Eagle is a "watehici being extracted is then a body dead and $ifeld it is to be
restored to life, the spirit must once more beqdito it, and that in a unique fashion, as we lsaeit devours
gradually again the one eagle after the other. Theody loses all its grossness, and becomesndwure; nor
can this body and soul ever die, seeing that tlaeg lentered into an eternal union, such as thenwfiour bodies
and souls shall be at the last day.

Another Description of our Stone.



The Enigma of the wise (the Stone) is the SaltRodt of the whole Art, and, as it were, its Keytheut which no
one is able either to lock or unlock its secretamte. No man can understand this Art who doe&mot the Salt
and its preparation, which takes place in a corargrspot that is both moist and warm; there theadiigion of its
liquid must be accomplished, while its substaneeaias unimpaired. These are the words of Geber.
Explanation.

Know that the Salt of which Geber speaks has nbtigecspecific properties of salt, and yet is chbeSalt, ands a
Salt. It is black and fetid, and when chemicallggared, assumes the appearance of blood, anteigyéh rendered
white, pure, and clear. It is a good and preciaalswghich, by its own operation, is first impuredatien pure. It
dissolves and coagulates itself, or, as the Sage gdocks and unlocks itself. No Salt has thisgerty but the Salt
of the Sages. Its chemical development it may waer a moist and convenient place, where its racestas the
Sage says) may be dissolved in the Bath of Marymidans that it must be warm enough for its watdetdistilled,
yet not warmer than the excrement of horses, wisiclot fresh.

Another Description of our Stone.

Alexander the Great, King of Macedonia, in his 18éophy" has the following words: Know that thetSaffire and
dryness. Fire coagulates, and its nature is hgt,ahd penetrating, even unto the inmost parpridgerty is to
become white even as the Sun and the Moon witkdhations in the extremes of fire, to wit, of thatural fire,
while the Sun restores redness and the Moon wlsgered brings bodies to their spiritual conditthe same
time that it removes their blackness and bad sulphiith it bodies are calcined: it is the secretta red and white
tincture, the foundation and root of all thingsgdhe best of all created things after the raticoal of man. For no
Stone in the whole world has a greater efficacy,aam any child of this earth find the Art withdbis Stone.
Blessed be God in heaven, who hath created this/&alt for the transmutation of all things, segihat it is the
quintessence which is above all things, and ithaligs. God Most High has not only from Heaven $éescreatures
in this fashion, but praise, excellence, power, &istlom are to be recognised as existing in this Ha who can
dissolve and coagulate it, is well acquainted whiharcana of this Art. Our Salt is found in a @@rprecious Salt,
and in all things. On this account the ancient Sagdled it the "common moon," because all men iitedfdyou
would become rich, prepare this Salt till it isdened sweet No other salt is so permanent, ordesEower to fix
the "soul,” and to resist fire. The Salt of thetleds the soul; it coagulates all things, is in thielst of the earth when
the earth is destroyed; nor is there anything eretirth like its tincture. It is called Rebis (T#mRg), is a Stone,
Salt, one body, and, to the majority of mankingil@ and a despised thing. Yet it purifies andaest bodies,
represents the Key of our whole Art, and all thiags summed up in it. Only its entering in is sbtkuthat few
perceive it: yet if it enter a body, it tinges itdabrings it to perfection. What then should yosidgeof God but this

Salt and the ingression thereof?
If a man lived a hundred thousand years, he coev@msufficiently marvel at the wonderful mannewinich this
noble treasure is obtained from ashes, and agdirtee to ashes. In the ashes is Salt, and thethmeshes are
burnt, the more ashes it affords; notice also, ttttt proceeds from fire, and returns to fire, ahjcoceeds from
[the] earth. All must confess that in the Salt ¢éhare two salts that kill mercury. This is a masffpund saying. For
sulphur, and the radical liquid, are generatechittheof a most subtle nature, and thus is prepiueé&hilosopher's
Stone, which causes all things, even as the plpleers set forth, to arise out of one thing, andratere, without
the addition of any foreign substance. Our Mattesrie of the commonest things upon earth, and icenaathin
itself the four elements. It is, indeed, nothingrslof marvellous that so many seek so ordinatyiregt and yet are
unable to find it. We might put down many otherratwderistics of this Salt, but | prefer to leave thrther
elaboration of this subject to the reader, andtdine myself to a more detailed account of itst&uentrance, and
life, of the mode of opening the garden, and catglai glimpse of the glorious roses, of the way lnclv they
multiply, and bear fruit a thousand-fold; also hgou may cause the dead body to reappear, andraidesl again
to immortal life, by the power of which it may belato enter imperfect bodies, purify them, anagthem to
perfection, and to a state of immutable permanence.
| now propose to speak of the Stone under threecéspviz., as the vegetable, the animal, and thenal Stone;
and among these again, of the one which contagsetfour elements that impart life to all. Plade tme substance
in an airtight alembic, and treat it accordinghte precepts of our Art, which we shall set forthitfar on. Then the
sowing in the field can take place, and you obth@Mineral Stone, and the Green Lion that imb#g@such of its
own spirit. Then life returns to its spirit throutfe alembic, and the dead body lies at the bottbtihe vessel. In
the latter there are still two elements which ihe ¢annot sever -- for sooner [than that] the asite burned in the
fire itself, and the Salt thereby becomes strongee. earth must be calcined until it turns whitert the earth is
severed of its own accord, and is united to its earth. For every thing strives to be joined tdiks. Give it the
cold and humid element to drink, and leave it siiageight days, that the two may be well mixed. Youst see
yourself what is best to be done after this: foamnot give you any further information at pres&uotn and Moon



must have intercourse, like that of a man and woroterwise the object of our Art cannot be attdin@l other
teaching is false and erroneous. Think upon thitsé8ahe true foundation of our Art; for its worthitweighs all the
treasures of this world. Itself is not developet ithe tincture, but the tincture must be addeitl tdor is the
substance of our Art found in any metal.
Another Description of the Matter and the Method
By Senior.

Natural things, according to this Sage, are thdsiewhave been generated and produced out of aahatibstance
by a natural method. Now in its first, or lunagg, our Stone is produced from a coagulated \ehitth, as the
Sage says: Behold our Sun in our white earth, aatlty which the union in our Art is effected; whis twice

transmuted into water, and whose volatile exhatatiepresenting that which is most precious inQuwinstance, is
the highest consolation of the human body. With ttater the inward mercury of the metals must liaeted.

Hence it follows that our Stone is obtained from ¢lements of two luminaries (gold and silver) nigetalled our
quicksilver and incombustible oil, the soul andhtigf bodies -- which alone can afford to dead iamgkerfect
bodies eternal light and life. Therefore | pray #edeech you, my son, to crush quicksilver from@ulstance with
intelligence and great activity.
The Purging the "Earth" of Its Superfluous Earth.

The aforesaid earth, or Matter, you must purifycalcine, so as to extract its water and spirie Ttter you must
enclose in a phial, and pour common aqua vita uipiilhthe substance is covered to the heighthoéé or four
fingers; then subject it to the action of fire or hour, and diligently distil it by the bath. Whatains you must
again calcine, and extract with its water till yind nothing more in the "earth.” The earth keeptfe second stage
of the process. The water you have extracted adigsit a gentle fire. Then you will find at the loott of the
distilling vessel a certain beautiful substancemngsling a crystal stone, which is purged of altldgrgrossness, and
is called "our earth." This substance you mustelaa glass (pumpkin-shaped) distilling vessetl, @acine until it
becomes dry and white, and yet liquid withal. Tlgen have obtained the treasure of this world, wiiag virtue to
purify and perfect all earthly things: it entersoirll, it nourishes the fixed salt in all thingg iImeans of Mercury or
the body.

Another Description of our Stone.

Know, my sons, that the Stone out of which ourig\laborated, never touches the earth after itergg¢ion. If it
touch the earth, it is of no use for our purposibpagh at its first birth it is generated by thensand Moon, and
embodies certain earthy elements. It is generatéuei earth, then broken, destroyed, and mortifiad. of it arises
a vapour which is carried with the wind into tha,send thence brought back again to the land, whahamost
immediately disappears. It must be caught in thebafore it touches the ground; otherwise it evaf@s. As soon
as it is borne from the sea to the land, you mumptly seize it, and enclose it in your phial,rthmanipulate it in
the manner described. You may know its coming leywtind, rain, and thunder, which accompany it; e¢fane it
should not escape you. Though it is born anew edayy yet it existed from the beginning of the woBut as soon
as it falls to the ground, it becomes uselessHemurposes of our Art.

"From our earth wells forth a fertilizing fountdin,

"whence flow two precious stones. The first"

"straightway hastens to the rising of the Sun;"

"the other makes its way to the setting thereof.”

"From them fly forth two Eagles, plunge into the"

"flames, and fall once more to the earth. Both"

"are furnished with feathers, and Sun and Moon,"

"being placed under their wings, are perfected.”

Know also that two waters flow forth from this faam; the one (which is th&pirit) towards the rising Sun, and the
other,the bodytowards the setting Sun. The two are really omlg wery limpid water, which is so bitter as to be
quite undrinkable. The quantity of this water isggeat that it flows over the whole earth, yet amnothing but
the knowledge of this Art. The same also is misusedften by those who desire it. Take also tive,"fand in it
you will find the Stone, and nowhere else in thelstworld. It is familiar to all men, both youngdaald, is found
in the country, in the village, in the town, in #iings created by God; yet it is despised byRitth and poor handle
it every day. It is cast into the street by servaatds. Children play with it. Yet no one prizedlitough, next to the
human soul, it is the most beautiful and the meostipus thing upon earth, and has power to pullrdkivgs and
princes. Nevertheless, it is esteemed the viledtnamanest of earthly things. It is cast away ajetted by all.

Indeed it is the Stone which the builders of Solardsallowed. but if it be prepared in the rightywi is a pearl

without price, and, indeed, the earthly antityp&afist, the heavenly Corner Stone. As Christ wespibed and
rejected in this world by the people of the Jews] mevertheless was more precious than. heaveeatid so it is



with our Stone among earthly things: for the sprivigere it is found is called the fount of naturer Even as
through Nature all growing things are generatethieyheat of the Sun, so also through Nature isStame born
after that it has been generated.
When you have found the water which contains oan&tyou must take nothing away from it, nor adgtlsing to
it: for it must be entirely prepared by means aft twhich it contains within itself. Then extracettvater in an
alembic, and separate the liquid from the dry. bbey will then remain alone on the glass, whilewager runs
down into the lower part. Thereupon unite the watere more to the body in the manner describedealand your
task will be accomplished. Know also that the watexhich is our Stone, is composed in well balahpeportions
of the four elements. In the chemical process ylue®arn to distinguish earth, oil, and water,bmrdy, spirit, and
soul: the earth is at the bottom of the glass Ves8®eoil, or soul, is with the earth, and the evas the spirit which
is distilled from it. In the same way you will compon two colours, namely, white and red, représgrihe Moon
and the Sun. The oil is the fire, or the Sun, tlaewis air, or the Moon; and Sun and Moon areesidnd gold
which must enter into union. But enough, what Iéhaaid in this Epistle ought to enable you to fimel Stone, and
if herein you fail to discover it, rest assuredttihavill never become known to you. Be thou, tHere, a lover of
the Art, and commended unto God the Almighty eveto @ll eternity. Written in the year 1526 aftee thirth of our
Lord.
Thus do the Sages write concerning the two watbishwyet are only one water -- and in this
alone the Stone is to be found. Know also thatdgnach as the earthly part is wanting, by also solnmdoes the
heavenly part abound more fully. Now this Stonedezs all dry and arid bodies humid, all cold bodigsm, all
impure bodies clear and pure. It contains withselitall healing and transmuting virtue, breath#d it by the art of
the Master and the quickening spirit of fire. Thaile unto God therefore in all time.
The Sun is its Father, the Moon its Mother.
If you have those two spirits, they bring forth Si@ne, which is prepared out of one part of SulpbuSun, and
four parts of Mercury, or Moon. The Sulphur is waamd dry, the Mercury cold and moist. That musiabe
dissolved into water, which before was water, dmdiody, which before was mercury, must again becom
mercury.

Concerning the First Matter, or Seed of the Metalduding that of the Husband, and that of the %0
Metals have their own seed, like all other creditinlys. Generation and parturition take place @ntfas in
everything else that grows. If this were not theegave should never have had any metals. Nowgibe is a
metallic Matter which is liquefied from earth. Theed must be cast into its earth, and there grkevtHat of every
other created thing. Therefore, we must preparedhnth, or our first Matter, and cast into it teed, whereupon it
will bring forth fruit after its kind. This motiois required for the generation out of one thing, Mhat first Matter;
the body must become [a] spirit, and the spiritypadence arises the medicine which is transmutaah bne colour
to another. Now, that which is sought in the wipiteduces white, and the red, in like manner, gieels The first
Matter is one thing, and fashioned into its preséiaipe by the hand of God, and not of man -- jotngdther, and
transmuted into its [being] essence by Nature aldhes we take, dissolve, and again conjoin, anghaaith its
own water, until it becomes white, and then agaah Thus our earth, in which we now may easilyaeeSun and
Moon, is purified. For the Sun is the Father ofatwetand the Moon is their Mother: and if generat®to take
place, they must be brought together as husbanavé@dBY itself neither can produce anything, @herefore the
red and the white must be brought together. Andghaa thousand books have been written aboulttifoyell that,
the first substance is not more than one. It isstimth into which we cast our grain, that is to, say Sun and Moon,
which then bear fruit after their kind. If itselélzast into metals, it is changed into that whichest, viz., Sun and

Moon. This is most true. Thanks be unto God.
A Simple Account of the True Art
According to the Sages, no body is dissolved witltbe coagulation of the spirit. For as soon assfhigt is
transmuted into the body, [the Stone] receivepadtser. So long as the spirit is volatile, and leatd evaporate, it
cannot produce any effect: when it is fixed, it igdiately begins to operate. You must therefore gmefi as the
baker prepares the bread. Take a little of thétspind add it to the body, as the baker adds lesw¢he meal, till
the whole substance is leavened. It is the sanfeawit spirit, or leaven. The Substance must beirmamisly
penetrated with the leaven, until it is wholly leaed. Thus the spirit purges and spiritualizebtiy, till they are
both transmuted into one. Then they transmuténalys, into which they are injected, into their omature. The
two must be united by a gentle and continuous &iflerding the same degree of warmth as that whitkva hen
hatches her eggs. It must then be placed in a &ty'MBath, which is neither too warm nor too cdlde humid
must be separated from the dry, and again joinéd Wéhen united, they change mercury into purelgoid silver
Thenceforward you will be safe from the pangs ofguty. But take heed that you render thanks untd f8pHis
gracious gift which is hidden from many. He haseaded the secret to you that you may praise Hig hame, and



succour your needy neighbour. Therefore, takedtiligneed, lest you hide the talent committed to gave. Rather
put it out at interest for the glory of God, and tfood of your neighbour. For every man is bouniaelp his
fellowman, and to be an instrument in the hand @d @&r relieving his necessities. Of this rule HS8lgripture
affords an illustration in the example of Josephbakkuk, Susanna, and others.
Here follows my Testament which | have drawn ugadar favour, my beloved Sons, with all my Heart
For your sakes, beloved students of this Art, agat Gons, | have committed to writing this my tewtat, for the
purpose of instructing, admonishing, warning, arfdriming you as to the substance, the method, itfalp to be
avoided, and the only way of understanding theing# of the Sages. For as Almighty God has crealtdtings
out of the dry and the humid elements, our Artdlwne grace, may be said to pursue a preciselilaimourse. If
therefore any man know the principle and methodreétive nature, he should have a good understguadiour
Art. If anyone be unacquainted with Nature's meshd@ will find our Art difficult, although in reiy it is as easy
as to crush malt, and brew beer. In the beginningnyaccording to the testimony of Scripture, Gadlenheaven
and earth, there was only one Matter, neither wetdny, neither earth, nor air, nor fire, nor lighor darkness, but
one single substance, resembling vapour or migisible and impalpable. It was called Hyle, or finst Matter. If a
thing is once more to be made out of nothing, thathing" must be united, and become one thingodthisone
thing must arise a palpable substance, out of élygaple substance one body, to which a living saust be given -
- whence through the grace of God, it obtainspec#ic form. When God made the substance, it wgshiit held
together by moisture. If anything was to grow frtirat moisture, it had to be separated from thatiwhias dry, so
as to get the fire by itself, and the earth byifit§éhen the earth had to be sprinkled with waifesnything moist
was to grow out of it, for without moisture nothiogn grow. In the same way, nothing grows in wagdrcept it
have earth wherein to strike root. It then the wit¢o bedew the earth, there must be somethihging the water
into contact with the earth; for example, the wardvents all ordinary water from flowing to the saad remaining
there. Thus one element without the aid of anatherbear no fruit; if there was nothing to setwled in motion it
would never blow -- therefore the fire has receithel office of impelling and obliging it to do itgork. This you
may see when you boil water over the fire; for theare arises a steam which is reality waterbeing nothing but
coagulated air, and air being generated from watehe heat of the Sun. For the Sun shines upowdher, and
heats it until steam is seen to issue forth. Thisour becomes wind, and, on account of the largetgy of they
air, we get moisture and rain: so air is once nebi@nged or coagulated into water, or rain, andesaal things
upon earth to grow, and fills the rivers and thasse
It is the same with our Stone, which is daily geted from [the] air by the Sun and Moon, in therfaf a certain
vapour, yea, even through the Red Sea,; it flowhigea in the channel of Nature whither it behowe® ring it. If
we catch it, we lop off its hands and feet, teditefhead, and try to bring it to the red [colauf]we find anything
black in it, we throw it away with the entrails atte filth. When it has been purified, we takdiitsbs, join them
together again, whereupon our King revives, nevali¢ again, and Is so pure and subtle as to peraththard
bodies, and render them even more subtle thar ikeedw also that when God, the Almighty, had sea# in
Paradise, He shewed him these two things in theviolg words: ' Behold, Adam, here are two thingse fixed
and permanent, the other volatile: their secretigithou must not make knownat thy sons."
Earth, my brother, is constant, and water volatileyou may see when anything is burnt. For thatwthich is
constant remains, while that which is volatile ewagpes. That which remains resembles ashes, aodi ipour
water on it, it becomes an alkali, the efficacyh# ashes passing into the water. If you clarigyltfe, put it into an
iron vessel, and let the moisture evaporate o¥iee ayou will find at the bottom the substance @fhbefore was in
the lye, that is to say, the salt of the mattemfwhich the ashes were obtained. This salt might well be called
the Philosopher's Stone, from being obtained bsoagss exactly similar to that which is employegieparing the
reel Stone, though at the same time it profits ingtin our work. For the substance which contaimsS®tone is a
lye, not indeed prepared by the hand of man framessand water, but joined together by Nature, aiegrto the
creation and ordination of God, commingled of therfelements, possessed of all that is requiredSqerfect
chemical development. If you take the substancégiwtontains our Stone, subject it to a S. MargghBn an
alembic, and distil it, the water will run downanthe antisternium, and the salt, or earth, reraathe bottom, and
is so dry as to be without any water, seeing tbathave separated the moist from the dry. Poun8alg small,
put it into the S. Mary's Bath, and expose it tathdl it is quite decomposed. Then give it itsterato drink, slowly,
and at long intervals, till it is clarified. Forébagulates, dissolves, and purifies itself. Tstiltd water is the spirit
which imparts life to its body, and is the aloneldbereof. Water is wind (air), and wind is ligd the life is [in
the] soul. In the chemical process, you find watsd oil -- but the oil always remains with the bpdgd is, as it
were, burnt blood. Then it is purified with the lyday long, continued gentle heat. But you shoula&eful not to
set about this Art before you understand my ingimas, which at the end of this first part are begfhed to you in
the form of a Testament. For the Stone is prepaut@f nothing in the whole world, except this dalpse, which is



essentially one. He who is unacquainted therevédthrever attain the Art. It is that one thing whigimot dug up
from mines or from the caverns of the earth, likédgsilver, sulphur, salt, &c., but is found iretform which God
originally imparted to it. It is formed and manifed by an excessive thickening of air; as soon lasves its body,
it is clearly seen, but it vanishes without a trasesoon as it touches the earth, and, as ii isrrs®en again, it must
therefore be caught while it is still in the airas | told you once before. | have called it byimas hames, but the
simplest is perhaps that of "Hyle," or first pripl@ of all things. It is also denominated the Oten8 of the
Philosophers, composed of hostile elements, theeStbthe Sun. the Stone of the Metals, the runashaase, the
aeriform Stone, the Thirnian Stone, Magnesia, trpareal Stone, the Stone of the jewel, the Stdrtlkeeofree, the
golden Stone, the fountain of earthly things, XadisSilex (flint), Xidar, or Radix (root), Atromr Porta (gate). By
these and many other names it is called, yetahig one.If you would be a true Alchemist, give a wide Ibex all
other substances, turn a deaf ear to all othesadsyjiand strive to obtain a good knowledge of3tane, its
preparation, and its virtue.

My Son, esteem this my Testament very highly: foit 1 have, out of love and compassion towards, gixen the
reins to the warm-hearted impulse which constraiego reveal more than | ought to reveal. But Eeeb you, by
the Passion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chiagtoncommunicate my Testament to ignorant, unworbin
wicked men, lest God's righteous vengeance lighhymu, and hurl you into the yawning gulf of easting
punishment, from which also may the same mercifudl Gost mercifully preserve us.

It is by no means a light thing to shew the natfrthe aforesaid Hyle. Hyle is the first Mattere tBalt of the Sages,
Azoth, the seed of all metals, which is extractednfthe body of "Magnesia" and the Moon.

Hyle is the first principle of all things -- the Mer that was from the beginning. It was neitheignamor dry, nor
earth, nor water, nor light, nor darkness, but gumné of all these things, and this mixture is HYLE

The Glory of the World - Part 2

Go to part 1. Go to part 3 Go to part 4

Here Follows The Second Part Of This Book.

In the beginning, when God Almighty had createdfost parent Adam, together with all other eartahd
heavenly bodies, He set him in Paradise, and ferbéud, under penalty of eternal death, to eat effthit of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil So long dam obeyed the Divine precept he had immortalitg, a
possessed all that he needed for perfect happiBassthen he had partaken of the forbidden frigtwas, by the
command of God, driven forth into this world, whéeeand his descendants have since that time edffething
but poverty, disease, anxiety, bitter sorrow, aedtd. If he had been obedient to the Divine injiomgthe would
have lived a thousand years in Paradise in penggmpiness, and would then have been translategbteeh; and a
like happy destiny would have awaited all his desleats. For his disobedience God visited him wltmanner of
sufferings and diseases; but in His mercy also sldvim a medicine whereby the different defectaight in by
sin might be remedied, and the pangs of hungedasdse resisted, as we are, for instance, presanc
strengthened by bodily meat and drink.
It was on account of this original sin that Adamspite of his great wisdom and the many arts@wat had taught
him, could not accomplish his full thousand ye8&ust if he had not known the virtues of herbs, gral¥edicine,
he would certainly not have lived as long as he ditien, however, at length his Medicine would nogler avail to
sustain life, he sent his son Seth to Paradisetth the tree of life. This he obtained after aitil manner. But
Seth did seek also and was given some olives oftbe of the Oil of Mercy, which he planted on grave of his
father. From them sprang up the blessed Tree dfithe Cross, which through the atoning death of Redeemer
became to us wretched, sinful men, a most poteatdf life, in gracious fulfilment of the requestoair first parent
Adam. On the other hand, the suffering, diseas# jraperfection brought not only upon men, but alpon plants
and animals, by the fall of Adam, found a remedshet precious gift of Almighty God, which is calléhe Elixir,
and Tincture, and has power to purge away the ifeapgons not only of human, but even of metallidias; which
excels all other medicines, as the brightnessettin shames the moon and the stars. By meanis ofidlst noble
Medicine many men, from the death of Adam to thetto monarchy, procured for themselves perfecttheaid
great length of days. Hence those who had a goodlkdge of the Medicine, attained to three hungwests,
others to four hundred, some to five hundred, Aklam; others again to nine hundred, like Methusadech Noah;
and some of their children to a longer period,dikle Bacham, llrehur, Kalix, Hermes, Geber, AlbanOrtulanus,



Morienus, Alexander of Macedonia, Anaxagoras, Rythas, and many others who possessed the Meditthe o
Blessed Stone in silence, and neither used itvibparposes, nor made it known to the wicked; psiGod Himself
has in all times hidden this knowledge from theugkahe impure, and the froward. But cease to wotigd God
has put such excellent virtue into the Stone, aaglilmparted to it the power of restoring animalibsdand of
perfecting metals: for | hope to explain to you tgole matter in the three parts of my Book, wHitlave entitled
GLORY of the WORLD. If you will accept my teachinand follow my directions, you will be able to peothe
truth of my assertions by your own happy experiehtmav when you have attained this great resule tdee that
you do not hide your talent. Use it for the solatéhe suffering, the building of Christian schoatsd churches, and
the glory of the Holy Trinity. Otherwise God wilalt you to an eternal account for your criminal leetyof His gift
May God deign to keep us from such a sin, andtbésh us in His Holy Word!

To the Reader.

If it should seem unto you a tedious matter, mgndly reader, to read through and digest my boekylse you to
cheer yourself on by bearing in mind the great ctbjeu have in view. If you do so you will find tihe@ok very
pleasant reading, and a joy indeed. Since Godaisgu in all times be his Holy and Venerable Nawm@l His

unspeakable mercy has made known to me the magadtéris most true and noble Art, | am moved and
constrained by brotherly love to shew you the mafi@roducing this treasure, in order that you rhayable to

avoid the ruinous trouble and expense to whichd pua in the course of a long and fruitless sedrefil

endeavour to be as clear and outspoken as podsiloiegler to vindicate myself from the possible refeaof
imposture, malice, and avarice. | am most anxibasthe gift which God has committed to my trustlshot rust,
or rot, or be useless in my hands. For this mastipus Medicine is so full of glorious potency abe most justly
styled the Qil of Mercy, for reasons which your ownrderstanding will suggest to you. It is therefonmecessary
for me to go into this preliminary question at amgat length. | may at once proceed to give yoacmount of the

Art itself, and to put you on your guard againssalucing deceivers, -- in short, to open up to gdrue, unerring,

and joyful road to the knowledge and possessidgheftone, and to the operations of this Art.

Therefore, | -- who possess the Stone, and commatanio you this Book -- would faithfully admonishdabeseech

you to keep this my TABLE of PARADISE and GLORY tbe WORLD, from all proud and unjust oppressors of

the poor; from all presumptuous, shallow, scornfalumnious, and wicked persons, so as not tot irtbi their
hands, on pain of God's everlasting punishmergsebch you to take this warning to heart; butherother hand,
to communicate and impart this my Table to all tp®or, pious, honest, and benevolent persons,wilho
gratefully reverence and rightly use the mercifétl of God, and conceal it from the unworthy. Netheless, even if
my book should find its way into the hands of widkaen, God will so smite them with blindness aprevent
them from apprehending too much of my meaning,feustrate all their attempts to carry out my direes. For

God knows how to confound the wicked, and bringrtheesumption to nought; as we are also told byi®a his

psalms: "Thine enemies shalt thou hold in thinedhamd shalt restrain them in the snares of th&idrhl beseech

you, therefore, my sons, to give diligent heed toteaching; then you will spend this life in headhd happiness,
and at length inherit everlasting joy. | pray tiatd the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, magtghis my
petition.
An Account of the True Art
I make known to all ingenuous students of thistAdt the Sages are in the habit of using words lwhiay convey
either a true or a false impression; the formeh&ir own disciples and children, the latter to i@orant, the
foolish, and the unworthy. Bear in mind that thédgsophers themselves never make a false asseff@nmistake
(if any) lies not with them, but with those whoséreess makes them slow to apprehend the meanimg.eHe
comes that, instead of the waters of the Sagesg thexperienced persons take pyrites salts, meradisdivers
other substances which, though very expensivegfane use whatever for our purpose. For no one evdtgam of
buying the true Matter at the apothecary's; nagt, tfladesman daily casts it into the street ashiess refutes. Yet
the matter of our Stone is found in all those tkiagpich are used by ignorant charlatans: for @usStone, our
Salt, our Mercury, our verdigris, halonitre, salmi®ars, sulphur, &c. It is not dug out with pickes from
ordinary mountains, seeing that our Stone is fdargur mountains and springs; our Salt is foundun salt-spring,
our metal in our earth, and from the same placédigi@ip our mercury and sulphur. But what we meaourymines
and springs these charlatans cannot understand@dthas blinded their minds and made gross teeses, and
left them to carry on their experiments with allrmar of false substances. Nor do they seem algert®ive their
error, or to be roused from their idle imaginatidtwyspersistent failure. Where they should havall#idtwith gentle
heat they sublime over a fierce fire, and redue& gubstance to ashes, instead of developinghtrént principles
by vitalizing warmth. Again, when they should halissolved, they coagulated instead, and so onh8setfalse
methods they could, of course, obtain no good tesut instead of blaming their own ignorance thagythe fault
on their teacher, and even deny the genuinenesgrdfrt. As a matter of fact, all their mistakessarfrom their



misinterpreting the meaning of words which showdgiénput them on the right scent. For instance, whersages
speak of calcining, these persons understand thiat t@ mean "burning," and consequently render thdistance
useless by burning it to ashes. When the Sagesoldés" or transmute into "water," these shallowspas corrode
with aqua fortis. They do not understand that tissalution must be effected with something thatostained
within our substance, and not by means of anydorappliance. These foolish devices bear the satatan to our
Art that a dark hole bears to a transparent cryStak their own ignorance that prevents them fedtaining to a
true knowledge; buheyput the blame on our writings, and call us charlatand impostors. They argue that if the
Stone could be found at all, they must have disam/é long ago, their eyes being as keen and thigids as acute
as they are. "Behold," say they, "how we have doiay and night, how many books we have read, hamyrgears
we have spent in our laboratories: surely if theeee anything in this Art, it could not have esaaps." By
speaking thus, they only exhibit their own presuomptnd folly. They themselves have no eyes, aay thake that
an argument for blaspheming our high and holy Anerefore, you should first strive to make yourselfuainted
with the secrets of Nature's working, and with¢lementary principles of the world, before youyssir hand to
this task. After acquiring this knowledge, cargfigeruse this book from beginning to end; you thién be in a
position to judge whether our Art is tree or falgeu will also know what substance you must takey lyou must
prepare it, and how your eager search may be btaaghsuccessful issue. Let me enjoin you, theeefo preserve
strict silence, to let nobody know what you arengoiand to keep a good heart: then God will grant the
fulfilment of all your wishes.
Here follows my own Opinion and Philosophical Dittu
I now propose to put down a brief statement ofvilbey which | take of this matter. He who unders&nay
meaning may at once pass on to the opinions ofaheus Sages, which | have placed at the end diook. He
who does not apprehend my meaning, will find itlakged in the following treatise.
Since | know the blessed and true Art, with theireind the matter of the Stone, | have thoughyituty freely
to communicate it to you -- Not in a lawyer's styler in pompous language, but in few and samplelsvo
Whoever peruses this book carefully, and with @meintary knowledge of natural relations, cannosittie secret
which | intend to convey. | am afraid that | sHadl overwhelmed with reproaches for speaking out a4t much
plainness, seeing that this Art has never, fronbginning of the world, been so clearly explaiasd mean to
explain it in this Book. Nevertheless, | am wellaae/that | am now declaring a secret which musef@r remain
hidden from the wise of this world, and from theg® are established in their own conceits. But stmow
proceed to give you the result of my experience
My beloved sons and disciples, and all ye thasardents of this Art; | herewith, in the fulnessQifristian faith
and charity. do make known to you that the Philbsois Stone grows not only on "our" tree, but isih, as far as
its effect and operation are concerned, in tha &lall other trees, in all created things, inmaais, and vegetables,
in things that grow, and in things that do not gré&er when it rises, being stirred and distilledthg Sun and the
Moon, it imparts their own peculiar form and prajes to all living creatures by a divine gracegiites to flowers
their special form and colour, whether it be blaeki, yellow, green, or white; in the same wayatals and
minerals derive their peculiar qualities from theemtion of this Stone. All things, | say, are emdd with their
characteristic qualities by the operation of thisr®, i.e., the conjunction of the Sun and Moorm.tRe Sun is the
Father, and the Moon the Mother of this Stone,thrdStone unites in itself the virtues of bothpigsents. Such are
the peculiar properties of our Stone, by whichdyrbe known. If you understand the operation, timenf and the
qualities, of this Stone, you will be able to prep#; but if you do not, | faithfully counsel yda give up all thought
of ever accomplishing this task.
Observe, furthermore, how the seeds of all thihgs grow, as, for instance, grains of wheat ordyardpring forth
from the ground, by the operation of the Stone, thieddeveloping influences of Sun and Moon; howy ti@w up
into the air, are gradually matured, and bringHdrtit, which again must be sown in its own propeit. The field
is prepared for the grain, being well ploughedamj manured with well rotted dung; for the earthstones and
assimilates the manure, as the body assimilatésats and separates the subtle from the grosseWirit calls
forth the life of the seed, and nourishes it withawn proper milk, as a mother nourishes her infamd causes it to
increase in size, and to grow upward. The earthrségs, | say, the good from the bad, and imp&ats nutriment
to all growing things; for the destruction of oiéng is the generation of another. It is the sameur Art, where
the liquid receives its proper nutriment from tlaetk. Hence the earth is the Mother of all thirgg grow; and it
must be manured, ploughed, harrowed, and well peelpéan order that the corn may grow, and triumpérdhe
tares, and not be choked by them. A grain of wiseatised from the ground through the distillatafrthe moisture
of the Sun and Moon, if it has been sown in its @noper earth. The Sun and Moon must also imgelliting
forth fruit, if it is to bring forth fruit at allFor the Sun is the Father, and the Moon the Mottfaall things that
grow.



In the same way, iour soil, and out obur seed, our Stone grows through the distilling ef #un and Moon; and
as it grows it rises upwards, as it were, intoahmewhile its root remains in the ground. That e¥his above is even
as that which is below; the same law prevails;ahiemno error or mistake. Again, as herbs grow upwgut forth
glorious flowers and blossoms, and bear fruit, @ogvain blossoms, matures its fruit, is thresiséted, purged of
its chaff, and again put in the earth, which, hosvemust previously have been well manured, hardpaad
otherwise prepared. When it has been placed matigral soil, and watered with rain and dew, thésinoe of
heaven, and roused into life by the warmth of the &1d Moon, it produces fruit after its own kifithese two
sowings are peculiar characteristics of our Art. i@ Sun and Moon are our grain, which we put mipsoil, as
soul and spirit -- and such as are the father laadrtother will be the children that they gener@teis, my sons,
you know our Stone, our earth, our grain, our meaid,ferment, our manure, our verdigris, our Sue kioon. You
understand our whole magistery, and may joyfullggratulate yourselves that you have at length ridmve the
level of those blind charlatans of whom | spoke:. this, His unspeakable mercy, let us render thanklspraise to
the Creator of all things, through Jesus Christlaud. Amen.

Concerning the Origin of Metals.

My son, | will now proceed to explain to you monedetail the generation of the metals, and the wayhich they
receive their growth and development, with the&al form and quality. You will thereby be enabted
understand, even from the very foundation, withvaelous accuracy and clearness, the principleuhderlies our
whole Art. Permit me, therefore, to inform you thdtanimals, trees, herbs, stones, metals, andrais) grow and
attain to perfection, without being necessarilycteed by any human hand: for the seed is raisedoup the ground,
puts forth flowers, and bears fruit, simply throubk agency of natural influences. As it is withrgk, so it is with
metals. While they lie in the heart of the eanththieir natural ore, they grow, and are developag,by day,
through the influence of the four elements: thige s the splendour of the Sun and Moon; the ezstiteives in
her womb the splendour of the Sun, and by it tleelsef the metals are well and equally warmed likesthe grain
in the fields. Through this warmth there is prodiigethe earth a vapour or spirit, which rises uphand carries
with it the most subtle elements. It might welldadled a fifth element: for it is a quintessena®] aontains the
most volatile parts of all the elements. This vapsitives to float upward through the summit of theuntains, but,
being covered with great rocks, they prevent itfrdoing so: for when it strikes against them, itasnpelled to
descend again. It is drawn up by the Sun, it isdfdrdown again by the rocks, and as it falls thgouais
transmuted into a liquid, i.e., sulphur and merc@¥each of these a part is left behind -- but thaich is volatile
rises and descends again, more and more of it nemgabehind, and becoming fixed after each desdéms. "fixed"
substance is the metals, which cleave so firmijpéoearth and the stones that they must be snalteid a red-hot
furnace. The grosser the stones and the eartle shttuntains are, the less pure will the metallientore subtle
the soil and the stones are, the more subtle withie vapour, and the sulphur and mercury formeitsby
condensation -- and the purer these latter argyuber, of course, will the metals themselves baelthe earth and
the stones of the mountain are gross, the sulptdingercury must partake of this grossness, andotattain to
their proper development. Hence arise the diffeneetials, each after its own kind. For as eachdfélee field has
its own peculiar shape, appearance, and fruitash enountain bears its own particular ore, thoseest and that
earth being the soil in which the metals grow. Gbality of this soil is to a great extent dependgydn planetary
influences. The nearer the mountains lie to thegiky the more do metals grow in them; for theitjgalof metals
are determined by planetary influences. Mountdias are turned towards the sun have subtle stontksaxth, and
produce nothing but gold. If they are more convettyesituated for being influenced by the moonijitineetallic
substance is turned into silver. For all metalsemvperfectly developed, must ultimately become Maod Sun,
though some need to be operated on by the Sun aond Mnger than others: for the Sun is the Fated,the
Moon the Mother, of all things that grow. Thus ysme that gold glitters like the Sun, and silvee like Moon.
Now, children always resemble their parents; ahthatallic bodies contain within themselves thepgenties of the
Sun: to change the baser metals into gold andrsilvere is positively nothing wanting but genttdes warmth. In
this respect there exists a close analogy betweiemahand vegetable growth. When the Sun retirésérwinter,
the flowers droop and die, the trees shed theitelgaand all vegetable development is temporan$pended. In the
summer again, when the heat of the Sun is too gneabeing sufficiently tempered by the coolinfuances of the
Moon, all vegetation is withered and burnt up Hrihis to be perfect growth, the Sun and Moon nwosk
together, the one heating and the other coolintelinfluence of the Moon prevails unduly, it mhstcorrected by

the warmth of the Sun, the excessive heat of tmenfust be tempered by the coldness of the Moon. All
development is sustained by solar fire. Imperfeetais are what they are, simply because they hatvgeth been
duly developed by solar influences.
Now, by the special grace of God, it is possibleriag this natural fire to bear on imperfect metay means of our
Art, and to supply the conditions of metallic growtithout any of the hindrances which in a natstate prevent



perfection. Thus by applying our natural fire, vemao more towards "fixing" imperfect bodies andat®in a
moment, than the Sun in a thousand years. Forgh®on our Stone has also power to cure all thhgsgrow,
acting on each one according to its kind. For oattht represents a perfect and inseparable unitredbur
elements, which indeed is the sum of our Art, ancbinsequently able to reconcile and heal all disooall manner
of metals and in all things that grow, and to jpulight all diseases. For disease is discord efdlements, (one
unduly lording it over the rest) in animal as waslin metallic bodies. Now as soon as our blessedidihe is
applied, the elements are straightway purified, jaimted together in amity; thus metallic bodies fixed, animal
bodies are made whole of all their diseases, gemhpeecious stones attain to their own proper péde.

You should also know that all stones are genetayatie Sun and Moon out of the sulphur and volatiggcury; if
they do not become metals, that is entirely dubedar own grossness. In the same way, all platgeanerated from
sulphur and mercury, and that by the heat of threaéBul Moon. For the Sun and Moon are the mercuopin
Matter. The Sun is warm and dry, the Moon warm asodst; for in [the] earth is hid a warm and dryefiand in that
fire dwells warm and moist air -- and from thesgéserated mercury which is both warm and moishddehere
may be distinguished two chief constituent prinegplto wit, moist and dry, that is, earth, windj avater, unto
which mercury is conjoined, and the same is warthranist. Mercury and sulphur, in our substance,iarall
things, spring from the moist and dry, the moist dry being stirred by the warmth of the Sun, aistilttd and
sublimed, -- in each thing according to its speaifature. Thus our Stone is that mercury whichiietof the dry
and the moist. But the common mercury is uselaessdbpurpose -- for it is volatile, while our mary is fixed and
constant. Therefore have nothing to do with the mom mercury, but take our mercury which is the @le of
growth in all bodies, whether human, vegetablametallic; which imparts to all flowers their fragi@e and colour.
This mercury represents an harmonious mixture @falr elements, hot and dry, Sun and Moon. leisagated in
the form of a vapour in the fields and on the maing, by the warmth of the Sun: that vapour is emséd into a
moisture, from which arise sulphur and mercury, fiath them again metals The same process takes plamur
Art, which represents the union of the warm andstdiy means of warmth. For our substance is gtk the
form of a vapour out of warmth and moisture, andngfed into sulphur. In this fire and water, and here else, is
our Stone to be found. For the vapour carries ugwath it most subtle earth, most subtle fire, nssdbtle water,
and most subtle air, and thus presents a clos@& wfithe most subtle elements. This is the firsttbtaand may be
divided into water and earth, which two are againgd together by gentle heat, even as in the wands
mountains mercury is joined with a quick earth gan@ water by means of a temperate warmth, arfteitong
process of time is converted into metal. So isdiated in our Art, and not otherwise does the gsedake place.
When you, therefore, see that our substance, hédéag first generated in the form of a vapour, fsritself to be
separated into water and earth, you may know HeaStone is composed of the four elements. Knowavthkst the
vapour in the mountains is true mercury (which cdroe said of the ordinary mercury); for wherevere is
vapour in the mountains, there is true mercuryciiiy ascending and descending, in the manneridedabove,
becomes fixed, and inseparable from its earthhabvthere the one is, there the other must abide.

Thus | have told you plainly enough how the metasgenerated, what mercury is, and how it is traned into
metals. | will therefore conclude this part of mgdtise, and tell you in the following section hgew may actually
perform the chemical process. You see that it issnancredible, after all, that all metals shobé&ltransmuted into
gold and silver, and all animal bodies deliveramirfrevery kind of disease; and | hope and trust@uat will permit
you practically to experience the truth of thiseatien.

Now | will tell you how you must produce the FiredaWater, in which is prepared the Mercury requicedhee

red and white Tincture.

Take fire, or the quicklime of the Sages, whicthis vital fire of all trees, and therein doth Goidnidelf burn by
divine love. In it purify Mercury, and mortify ibf the purposes of our Art; understand, with vulgl@rcury, which
you wish to fix in water or fire. But the Mercuryhieh lies hidden in this water, or fire, is theréiked of itself. The

Mercury which is in the fire must be decomposedrified, coagulated, and fixed with indelible, tig, or Divine

fire, of that kind which God has placed in the Samg wherein God Himself burns as with Divine Idoethe
consolation of all mankind. Without this fire ourt&an not be brought to a successful issue. BHiss fire of the

Sages which they describe in such obscure ternts, fes/e been the indirect cause of beguiling mangcent
persons to their ruin; so even that they have pedisn poverty because they knew hot this firdnefPhilosophers.

It is the most precious fire that God has createttié earth, and has a thousand virtues -- n&ysa precious that

men have averred that the Divine Power itself wefitsctually in it. It has the purifying virtue &urgatory, and
everything is rendered better by it. It is not werfdl, therefore, that a fire should be able todind clarify Mercury,
and to cleanse it from all grossness and impLfitye Sages call it the living fire, because Goddratowed it with

His own Divine, and vitalising power.



In the writings of the Sages, this fire goes byeddnt names. Some call it "burnt" wine, othersgas®o it three
names from the analogy of the Three Persons dfithe Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, and GumHoly
Ghost; Body, Soul, and Fire, or Spirit.

The Sages further say: The fire is fire, and alatew containing within itself both cold and heatisture, and
dryness, nor can anything extinguish it but itddnce others say that it is an inextinguishalvke fivhich is
continually burning, purifying, and tinging all nagt, consuming all their impurities, and combinigrcury with
the Sun in so close an union that they become ndéngeparable.

Therefore our great Teachers say that as God tihef-ghe Son, and the Holy Ghost, are three Psrsor yet but
one God; so this fire unites these three thingsiaty the Body, Spirit, and Soul, or Sun, Mercuayd Soul. The
fire nourishes the Soul which binds together theyBand the Spirit, and thus all three become ong ramain
united for ever. Again, as an ordinary fire, ongesupplied with fuel, may spread and fill the whwlorld, so this
Tincture may be multiplied, and so this fire mayegnnto all metals; and one part of it has powethange two,
three, or five hundred parts of other metals irdtulg

Again, the Sages call this fire the fire of the yi8birit, because as the Divinity of Christ toolounptself true flesh
and blood without forfeiting anything of its Diviriéature, so the Sun, the Moon, and Mercury, arstraited into
the true Tincture, which remains unaffected byatward influences, and endures, and will endunee¥er. Once
more, as God feeds many wicked sinners with hisdlso this Tincture tinges all gross and impuréategwithout
being injured by contact with them. So also, themef may it be compared with the sacro-saintly &aent of the
Most Holy Eucharist, from which no sinner is exaddhow impure soever he may have been. You hasehiben
made acquainted with the all but miraculous vidbihis fire: remember that no student of this éah possibly do
without it. For another Sage says: "In this inisifire you have the whole mystery of this Art,ths three Persons
of the Holy Trinity are truly concluded in one stdrgce." In this fire the true Art is summed uptiree palpable
things, which yet are invisible and incompreherssibke the Holy Spirit. Without those three thirms Art can
never be brought to perfection. One of them is fine second, water; the third, earth; and allehtbsee are
invisibly present ironeessence, and are the instrumental cause of &lgtien in Nature.

Now will | also describe the operation of those @hiThings in our art, and will at once begin wilhTaree.
Our wise Teacher Plato says: "Every husbandmansehs good seed, first chooses a fertile field, ghsuand
manures it well, and weeds it of all tares; he td&es care that his own grain is free from evergifjn admixture.
When he has committed the seed to the ground, é@smmaoisture, or rain, to decompose the graini@naise it to
new life. He also requires fire, that is, the wdrmt the Sun, to bring it to maturity.” The need®wor Art are of an
analogous nature. First, you must prepare your, se&edcleanse your Matter from all impurity, byrethod which
you will find set forth at length in the Dicta dfe Sages which | subjoin to this Treatise. Thenmogt have good
soil in which to sow your Mercury and Sun; thisthanust first be weeded of all foreign elemenisii to yield a
good crop. Hence the Sage enjoins us to "sow the isea fruitful field, which has been preparedhwiving fire,
and it will produce much fruit". What is the Uring Children?

I will now truly inform you concerning the Urine @fhildren, and of the Sages. The spirit which isaoted from
the metals is the urine of children: for it is 8eed and the first principle of metals. Withous théed there is no
consummation of our Art, and no Tincture, eithet oe white. For the sulphur and mercury of goldtaeered, the
sulphur and mercury of silver are the white Tinetuhe Mercury of the Sun and Moon fixes all Meycur
imperfect metals, and imparts excellence and dligbiven to common Mercury. Dioscorides has writéan
elegant treatise concerning this Urine of Childsmghich he calls the first Matter of metals.

What is the Mercury of the Sages?

Mercury is nothing but water and salt, which hagerbsubjected for a long space of time to natweat ko as to be
united into one. This is Mercury, or dry water, ais not moist, and does not moisten anythingoefrse, | do not
speak of crude common mercury, but of the Merctithe Sages. The Sages call it the fifth elemens. the vital
principle which brings all plants to maturity anerfection. The other quintessence, which is inetweth, and partly
material, contains within itself its own seed whgrows out of its soil. The heavenly quintessermaes to the aid
of the earthly, removes the grossness of its eanth,brings the aforesaid seed to maturity. ForcMigr and the
Celestial Quintessence, drain off all harmful maistfrom the quintessence of the earth. This Mgriualso called
sulphur of the air, sulphur being a hardening ofauey; or we may describe them as husband and fuifen whom
issue many children in the earth. You must notkhivat | desire to hide from you my true meaninay,n will
further endeavour to illustrate it in the followimgay. Common sulphur, as you know, coagulates commercury;
for sulphur is poisonous, and mercury deadly. Hontcan you obtain from either of them anythingadle for
perfecting the other, seeing that both requireet@$sisted by some external agent? On the othdr hteil you that
if, after the conjunction of our fixed sulphur withur sublimed mercury, you sprinkle a mere partilg upon
crude mercury, the latter is at once brought tégaéion. Again, you may clearly perceive that thengessence of



the earth has its operation in the winter wheretigh is closed up with frost; while the Quintesseof the Stars
operates in the summer times when it removes atlishinjurious in the inferior quintessence, amakstquickens
everything into vigorous growth. The two quintessesi may also be driven off into water, and themserved. An
earthly manifestation you may behold in the colmfrthe rainbow, when the rays of the Sun shineubh the rain.
But, indeed, there is not a stone, an animal,@aat, that does not contain both quintessenceshart, they
embody the secret of our whole Magistery, and étihh@m our Stone is prepared. Hermes, in his Erdérable,
expresses himself as follows: "Our Blessed Stomégiwis of good substance, and has a soul, aséemdsearth to
heaven, and again descends from heaven to eartffattual working is in the air; it is joined Mercury; hence
the Sun is its Father, the Moon its Mother; thedaias borne it in her womb, the earth is its ngrsimother, and at
length that which is above is also that which e The whole represents a natural mixture: fag & Stone and
not a Stone, fixed and volatile, body and soulblansl and wife, King and Queen." Let what | have saiffice,
instead of many other words and parables.
Composition.

Albertus expresses himself thus concerning theurmtion of the Stone: "The elements are so subderto
ordinary method of mingling will avail. They mustst be dissolved into water, then mixed, and plaocea warm
spot, where they are united after a time by natweaimth. For the Elixir and the two solutions mistconjoined in
the proportion of three parts of the Elixir and qaet of the crushed body. This must again be dasegiand
dissolved, and so also again until the whole hasine one, without any transmutation. All this is@oplished by
the virtue of our mercurial water; for with it thedy is dissolved. It is that which purifies, cang dissolves, and
makes red and white." Aristotle says of it as fado This water is the earth in which Hermes bidsas the seed;
the Sun or Moon, as Senior hath it, for extractibthe Divine water of sulphur and mercury, whisHire, warming
and fructifying by the igneous virtue thereof. Tisishe Mercury and that is the water which wetsthe hand. It is
the Mercury which all Sages have loved and usedl odmhich they have acknowledged the virtue salas they
lived.

The Glory of the World - Part 3

Go to part 1. Go to part 2 Go to part 4

The Third Part Of This Treatise, Containing The Dida Of The Sages.

i. I will now proceed to quote the very words o tharious Sages in regard to this point, in ordat you may the
more easily understand our meaning. Know thenAhatghty God first delivered this Art to our Fathékdam, in
Paradise. For as soon as He had created him, ehohs the Garden of Eden, He imparted it to lrinthe
following words: "Adam, here are two things: thdtieh is above is volatile, that which is belowiiel. These two
things contain the whole mystery. Observe it waatid make not the virtue that slumbers therein kntmathy
children; for these two things shall serve thegetber with all other created things under heasad,| will lay at

thy feet all the excellence and power of this wpskekeing that thou thyself art a small world."
ii. ABEL, the son of Adam, wrote thus in his Priplgis: After God had created our Father, Adam, abdhisn in
Paradise, He subjected to his rule all animals)tplaninerals, and metals. For man is the moumtamountains,
the Stone of all stones, the tree of trees, theabmots, the earth of earths. All these thingsrtludes within
himself, and God has given to him to be the presesfall things.
iii. SETH, the son of Adam, describes it thus: Knamy children, that in proportion as the acid ibjsated to
coction, by means of our Art, and is reduced irgloes, the more of the substance is extracted, ecahies a white
body. If you cook this well, and free it from alblokness, it is changed into a stone, which isdadl white stone
until it is crushed. Dissolve it in water of the atl, which has been well tempered, and its whitemél soon
change to redness. The whole process is perforpatelns of this sharp acid and the power of God.
iv. ISINDRUS: Our great and precious Matter is &r,air ameliorates the Matter, whether the aigb®ss or
tenuous, warm or moist. For the grossness of tharisies from the setting, the approach, and #giegiof the Sun.
Thus the air may be hot or cold, or dry and rackfand the degrees of this distinguish summer antew
v. ANAXAGORAS says: God and His goodness are ttet firinciple of all things. Therefore, the mildeex God
reigns even beneath the earth, being the substdrdiethings, and thus also the substance beribatharth. For the
mildness of God mirrors itself in creating, and Hhegrity in the solidity that is beneath the baNow we cannot
see His goodness, except in bodily form. -vi. SERJOr PANDOLPHUS, says: | make known to postetiigtithe



thinness, or softness, of air is in water, ancoissevered from the other elements. If the earthrw its vital juice,
no moisture would remain in it.

vii. ARISTEUS delivers himself thus briefly: Knowadt the earth is round, and not flat. For if it perfectly flat,
the Sun would shine everywhere at the same moment

viii. PYTHAGORAS: That which is touched and not sealso that which is known but not looked upoesthare
only heaven and earth; again, that which is notmn in the world and is perceived by sight, hegrsmell, taste,
or touch. Sight shews the difference between bdaxckwhite; hearing, between good and evil; tasteyden sweet
and bitter; touch, between subtle and gross; sipetlyeen fragrant and fetid.

ix. ARISTEUS, in his Second Table, says: Beat théybwhich | have made known to you into thin plafesur
thereon our salt water, i.e., water of life, andttiewith a gentle fire until its blackness disepps, and it becomes
first white, and then red.

x. PARMENIDES: The Sages have written about mantergastones, and metals, for the purpose of diecgyou.
You that desire a knowledge of our Art, relinqu&im, Moon, Saturn, and Venus, for our ore, anceauth, and
why so? Every thing is of the nature of no thing.

xi. LUCAS: Take the living water of the Moon, andagulate it, according to our custom. By thosewastds |
mean that it is already coagulated. Take the liviater of the Moon, and put it on our earth, tibeécomes white:
here, then, is our magnesia, and the natures ofagtejoice.

xii. ETHEL: Subject our Stone to coction till it b@mes as bright as white marble. Then it is magleeat and
effectual Stone, sulphur having been added to sul@md preserving its property.

xiii. PYTHAGORAS: We exhibit unto you the regimearxerning these things. The substance must dsnkater,
like the fire of the Moon, which you have preparkadnust continue drinking its own water and maisttill it turns
white. .

xiv. PHILETUS Know, ye sons of philosophy, that géstance, the search after which reduces so toany
beggary, is not more than one thing of most effdgbuoperties. It is looked down upon by the igmbréut held in
great esteem by the Sages. Oh, how great is tlye dold how great also is the presumptuous ign@afthe
vulgar herd! If you knew the virtue of this substankings, princes, and nobles would envy you. \&geS call it
the most sharp acid, and without this acid notltizug be obtained, neither blackness, whitenesghedFincture.
xv. METHUSALEM: With air, vapour, and spirit we dhhave vulgar mercury changed into as good a sigethe
nature of minerals will allow in the absence ofthea

xvi; SIXION: Ye sons of philosophy, if you would ke our substance red, you must first make it witigethree
natures are summed up in whiteness and redness .l dikerefore, our Saturn, subject it to coctioadgua vita --
until it turns white, becomes thick, and is coatedaand then again till it becomes red. Theniiedlead, and
without this lead of the Sages nothing can be tdftec

xvii. MUNDINUS: Learn, O imitators of this Art, tliahe philosophers have written variously of manyng in their
books, but the substance they refer to is nothiridiked and living water, out of which alone owtite Stone can
be prepared. Many seek what they call the esse€rgiain." and cannot find it. | reveal unto you treowledge of
this gum and the mystery which abides therein. Kifwat our gum is better than Sun and Moon. Theeeitds
highly esteemed by the Sages, though it is verghend they say: Take care that you do not wast@bour
"gum." But in their books they do not call it bg tommon name, and that is the reason why it @enidrom the
many, according to the command which God gave tamid

xviii. DARDANIUS: Know, my sons, that the Sageseak living and indestructible water. Do not, theet, your
hands to this task until you know the power anétatfy of this water. For nothing can be done inArrwithout
this indestructible water. For the Sages have de=tits power and efficacy as being that of gpalitblood.
Transmute this water into body and spirit, and thgrthe grace of God, you will have the spiritrfly fixed in the
body.

xix. PYTHAGORAS, in his Second Book, delivers hiffiges follows: The Sages have used different nafimethe
substance, and have told us to make the indedtteiotiater white and red. They have also apparémdigated
various methods, but they really agree with eabkroin regard to all essentials, and it is onlyrthgystic language
that causes a semblance of disagreement. Our Btargtone, and not a stone. It has neither theappce nor the
properties of stone, and yet it is a stone. Manelaalled it after the place where it is found;evthafter its colour.
xx. NEOPHIDES: | bid you take that mystic substamekite magnesia And have a care that the Stonqmiteeand
bright. Then place it in its aqueous vessel, atjlest it to gentle heat, until it first becomesdidathen again white,
and then red. The whole process should be accdmplis forty days. When you have done this, Godvshyou
the first substance of the Stone, which is an eagitone, and known to all men.

xxi. THEOPHILUS: Take white Magnesia, i.e., quidksr, mingled with the Moon. Pound it till it becesthin
water; subject it to coction for forty days; théae flower of the Sun will open with great splenddCiose well the



mouth of the phial, and subject it to coction dgrfarty days, when you will obtain a beautiful watehich you
must treat in the same way for another forty daps] it is thoroughly purged of its blackness, dratomes white
and fragrant.

xxii. BAELUS says: | bid you take Mercury, whichtise Magnesia of the Moon, and subject it and dtdylto
coction till it becomes soft, thin, and like flowgrwater. Heat it again till all its moisture is godated, and it
becomes a Stone.

xxiii. BASAN says: Put the yellow Matter into thath, together with its spouse, and let not the battoo hot, lest
both be deprived of consciousness. Let a gentlpaemure be kept up till the husband and the wéfeome one;
sprinkle it with its sweat, and set it in a quikiqe. Take care you do not drive off its virtuetby great heat.
Honour then the King and his Queen, and do not them. If you subject them to gentle heat, they bécome,
first black, then white, and then red. If you urelend this, blessed are ye. But if you do not, blaot Philosophy,
but your own gross ignorance.

xxiv. ARISTOTLE: Know, my disciples, the Sages aallr Stone sometimes earth, and sometimes water. Be
directed in the regulation of your fire by the gande of Nature. In the liquid there is first watben a stone, then
the earth of philosophers in which they sow thedig which springs up, and bears fruit after itedk

xxv. AGODIAS: Subject our earth to coction, tilliecomes the first substance. Pound it to an irabépdust, and
again enclose it in its vessel. Sprinkle it withatwn moisture till an union is effected. Then l@kt carefully, and
if the water presents the appearance of ) (, coatin pound and heat For, if you cannot reduaewdter, the water
cannot be found. In order to reduce it to watet gaust stir up the body with fire. The water | dpeéis not rain
water, but indestructible water which cannot ewishout its body, which, in its turn, cannot exist,operate,
without its own indestructible water.

xxvi. SIRETUS: What is required in our Art is ouater and our earth, which must become black, waitd,red,
with many intermediate colours which shew themsebigccessively. Everything is generated througHiging

and indestructible water. True Sages use nothihghimiliving water which supersedes all other saihses and
processes. Coction, calcination, distillation, gahtion, desiccation, humectation, albefaction, arfuefaction, are
all included in the natural development of this sobstance.

xxvii. MOSINUS: The Sages have described our suigstaand the method of its preparation, under nmanyes,
and thus have led many astray who did not undetstanwriting. Itis composed of red and white sulphur, and of
fixed or indestructible water, called permanenterat

xxviii. PLATO: Let it suffice you to dissolve bodiewith this water, lest they be burned. Let thestatice be
washed with living water till all its blackness @jgpears, and it becomes a white Tincture.

xxix. ORFULUS: First, subject the Matter to gerttection, of a temperature such as that with whiblem hatches
her eggs, lest the moisture be burnt up, and tine spour earth destroyed. Let the phial be tigltiosed that the
earth may crush our substance, and enable it$ &pbie extracted. The Sages say that quicksibsexfracted from
the flower of our earth, and the water of our ésracted from two things, and transmuted intoaaid. But though
they speak of many things, they mean only one thiagely, that indestructible water which is ousstance, and
our acid.

xxx. BATHON: If you know the Matter of our Stonenchithe mode of regulating its coction, and the ofatic
changes which it undergoes -- as though it wisbegarn you that its names are as numerous as thersavhich it
displays -- then you may perform the putrefactmmijrst coction, which turns our Stone quite blaBK this sign
you may know that you have the key to our Art, gad will be able to transmute it into the mysticitehand red.
The Sages say that the Stone dissolves itself utateg itself, mortifies itself, and is quickenedits own inherent
power, and that it changes itself to black, wated red, in Christian charity and fundamental truth

xxxi. BLODIUS. Take the Stone which is found evehege, and is called Rebis (Two-thing), and growsmvao
mountains Take it while it is still fresh, with ibsvn proper blood. Its growth is in its skin, aleats flesh, and its
food is in its blood, its habitation in the air.Keeof it as much as you like, and plunge it inte Bath.

xxxii. LEAH, the prophetess, writes briefly thusnéw, Nathan, that the flower of gold is the Statherefore
subject it to heat during a certain number of délfst assumes the dazzling appearance of whigehte.

xxxiii. ALKIUS: You daily behold the mountains whiccontain the husband and wife. Hie you thereforgagir
caves, and dig up their earth, before it perishes.

xxxiv. BONELLUS: All ye lovers of this Art, | saynio you, in faith and love: Relinquish the multgity of your
methods and substances, for our substance is g &md is called living and indestructible watde that is led
astray by many words, will know the persons agaitsim he should be on his guard.

xxxv. HHERONYMUS: Malignant men have darkened out, Aderverting it with many words; they have caltad
earth, and our Sun, or gold, by many misleadingegarfiheir salting, dissolving, subliming, growipgunding,
reducing to an acid, and white sulphur, their aoctf the fiery vapour, its coagulation, and trantation into red



sulphur, are nothing but different aspects of amétae same thing, which, in its first stage, weymascribe as
incombustible and indestructible sulphur.

xxxvi. HERMES: Except ye convert the earth of ouatMdr into fire, our acid will not ascend.

xxxvii. PYTHAGORAS, in his Fourth Table, says: Havonderful is the agreement of Sages in the midst of
difference! They all say that they have preparedStone out of a substance which by the vulgarakdd upon as
the vilest thing on earth. Indeed, if we were tbttee vulgar herd the ordinary name of our substathey would
look upon our assertion as a daring falsehoodifBoey were acquainted with its virtue and effigathey would
not despise that which is, in reality, the mostjmes thing in the world. God has concealed thistery from the
foolish, the ignorant, the wicked, and the scornfubrder that they may not use it for evil purpgs

xxxviii. HAGIENUS: Our Stone is found in all mourits, all trees, all herbs, and animals, and witimain. It
wears many different colours, contains the foumglets, and has been designated a microcosm. Camycee,
you ignorant seekers after the Stone, who try\amady try, such a multiplicity of substances andthods, that our
Stone is one earth, and one sulphur, and thabvgin abundance before your very eyes 7 | willyel where you
may find it. The first spot is on the summit of twmuntains; the second, in all mountains; the ttdrdong the
refuse in the street; the fourth, in the treesmethls, the liquid of which is the Sun and Moon rdley, Saturn,
and Jupiter. There is but one vessel, one methmtipae consummation.

xxxix. MORIENUS: Know that our Matter is not in grer agreement with human nature than with anytbisg,
for it is developed by putrefaction and transmuotatif it were not decomposed, nothing could beegeted out of
it. The goal of our Art is not reached until Surddioon are conjoined, and become, as it were, odg.b

xl. THE EMERALD TABLE: It is true, without any errpand it is the sum of truth; that which is ab@velso that
which is below, for the performance of the wondw#ra certain one thing, and as all things arisenfome Stone, so
also they were generated from one common Substeuéeh includes the four elements created by Gol A
among other miracles the said Stone is born oFtrst Matter. The Sun is its Father, the Moon itstiver, the wind
bears it in its womb, and it is nursed by the edtsielf is the Father of the whole earth, andviele potency
thereof. If it be transmuted into earth, then tagheseparates from the fire that which is mostleutfbom that which
is hard, operating gently and with great artificben the Stone ascends from earth to heaven, ad @gscends
from heaven to earth, and receives the choicdsiein€es of both heaven and earth. If you can partbis you
have the glory of the world, and are able to putigit all diseases, and to transmute all metalsvercomes
Mercury, which is subtle, and penetrates all haudi golid bodies. Hence it is compared with the diadrlence | am
called Hermes, having the three parts of the whaldd of philosophy.

xli. LEPRINUS says: The Stone must be extractethfeotwo-fold substance, before you can obtain therE
which is fixed in one essence, and derived fromotie indispensable Matter, which God has createdindthout
which no one can attain the Art. Both these panstrhe purified before they are joined togetheestfr The body
must become different, and so must the volatilgétspihen you have the Medicine, which restoredtheand
imparts perfection to all things. The fixed and tidatile principle must be joined in an insepaealhion, which
defies even the destructive force of fire

xli. LAMECH: In the Stone of the Philosophers &he first elements, and the final colours of miterar Soul,
Spirit, and Body, joined unto one. The Stone whichtains all these things is called Zibeth, andabeking of
Nature has left it imperfect

xliii. SOCRATES: Our Mystery is the life of all thijs, or the water. For water dissolves the bodyspirit, and
summons the living spirit from among the dead. My, despise not my Practical Injunction. For itggiwou, in a
brief form, everything that you really need.

xliv. ALEXANDER: The good need not remain conceatedaccount of the bad men that might abuse it Geat
rules over all, according to His Divine Will. Obser therefore, that the salt of the Stone is ddrfvem mercury,
and is that Matter, most excellent of all thingwbich we are in search. The same also contaiitseif all secrets.
Mercury is our Stone, which is composed of theatrgl the moist elements, which have been joinedtiegby
gentle heat in an inseparable union.

xlv. SENIOR teaches us to make the Salt out of gsded then, by various processes, to changeittiet Mercury
of the Sages, because our Magistery is dependemirorater alone, and needs nothing else.

xlvi. ROSARIUS: It is a stone, and not a stone,,Wize eagle -- stone. The substance has in itsbwastone, and
when it is dissolved, the water that was coagulatedbursts forth. Thus the Stone is the extrddpirit of our
indestructible body. It contains mercury, or liqwdter, in its body, or fixed earth, which retaitssnature. This
explanation is sufficiently plain.

xlvii. PAMPHILUS: The Salt of the Gem is that whichin its own bowels; it ascends with the wateth® top of
the alembic, and, after separation, is once motediand made one body with it by means of natweaimth. Or
we may, with King Alexander, liken the union to tlof a soul with its body.



xlvii. DEMOCRITUS: Our Substance is the conjunctiof the dry and the moist elements, which are rsepad by
a vapour or heat, and then transmuted into a litikédwater, in which our Stone is found. For tlaour unites to
the most subtle earth the most subtle air, andagmnall the most subtle elements. This first st may be
separated into water and earth, the latter beincepéble to the eye. The earth of the vapour latile when it
ascends, but it is found fixed when the separati&as place, and when the elements are joinedhegagain it
becomes fixed mercury. For the enjoyment of this, ffecious gift, we Sages ceaselessly praise lass Bod's
Holy Name.

xlix. SIROS: The body of the Sages, being calcingdalled everlasting water, which permanentlygedates our
Mercury. And if the Body has been purified and diged, the union is so close as to resist all &ffat separation.
I. NOAH, the man of God, writes thus in his Tally children and brethren, know that no other stisrfleund in
the world that has more virtue than this Stone niotal man can find the true Art without this StoBéessed be
the God of Heaven who has created this propettydarBalt, even in the Salt of the Gem!

li. MENALDES: The fire of the Sages may be extractem all natural things, and is called the quisence. It is
of earth, water, air, and fire. It has no causeaofuption or other contrary quality.

li. HERMES, in his second Table, writes thus: Dis®e the ashes in the second element, and coagdhiate
substance into a Stone. Let this be done sevestifte as Naaman the Syrian was purged of his $gprp
washing himself seven times in Jordan, so our anbstmust undergo a seven-fold cleansing, by ¢atcend
dissolving, and exhibiting a variety of ever deapgrcolours. In our water are hidden the four eletsieand this
earth, which swallows its water, is the dragon tvedllows its talil, i.e., its strength.

liii. NUNDINUS: The fire which includes all our chacal processes, is three-fold: the fiery elemdrthe air, of
water and of the earth. This is all that our Magigtrequires.

liv. ANANIAS: Know, ye Scrutators of Nature, thate is the soul of everything, and that God Himézfire and
soul. And the body cannot live without fire. Forthgut fire the other elements have no efficacis,Itherefore, a
most holy, awful, and divine fire which abides wiod Himself in the Most Holy Trinity, for whichsd we give
eternal thanks to God.

iv. BONIDUS: In the fountain of Nature our Substans found, and nowhere else upon earth; and aueSs fire,
and has been generated in fire, without, howewangoconsumed by fire.

Ivi. ROSINUS: TWO things are hidden in two thingsd indicate our Stone: in earth is fire, andmiwater, yet
there are only two outward things, viz., earth aader. For Mercury is our Stone, consisting a®#ésiboth of
moist and dry elements. Mercury is dry and moistsivery nature, and all things have their grofatim the dry
and moist elements.

lvii. GEBER: We cannot find anything permanentfiged, in fire, but only a viscous natural moistuvkich is the
root of all metals. For our venerable Stone notligngquired but mercurial substances, if they Haeen well
purified by our Art, and are able to resist thedieheat of fire. This Substance penetrates toeheroots of metals,
overcomes their imperfect nature, and transmuts tlaccording to the virtue of the Elixir, or Meidie.

Iviii. AROS: Our Medicine consists of two things)chone essence. There is one Mercury, of a fixedaarolatile
substance, composed of body and spirit, cold andtmearm and dry.

lix. ARNOLDUS: Let your only care be to regulatetboction of the Mercurial substance. In proporaarit is
itself dignified shall it dignify bodies.

Ix. ALPHIDIUS: Transmute the nature, and you wiild what you want. For in our Magistery we obtadistffrom
the gross the subtle, or the spirit; then fromrtiwast the dry, i.e., earth from water. Thus we $raate the corporeal
into the spiritual, and the spiritual into the corgal, the lowest into the highest, and the highestthe lowest

Ixi. BERNARDUS: The middle substance is nothing boagulated mercury; and the first Matter is najHaoit
twofold mercury. For our Medicine is composed obttlings, the fixed and the volatile, the corporaad the
spiritual, the cold and the warm, the moist anddihe Mercury must be subjected to coction in aseéwith three
divisions, that the dryness of the active fire rbaychanged into vaporous moisture of the oil thatsinds the
substance. Ordinary fire does not digest our sabsetabut its heat converted into dryness is the fire.

Ixii. STEPHANUS: Metals are earthly bodies, and geeerated in water. The water extracts a vapoun the
Stone, and out of the moisture of [the] earth,Heydperation of the Sun, God lets gold grow andigecgate. Thus
earth and water are united into a metallic body.

Ixiii. GUIDO BONATUS writes briefly concerning thguintessence, as being purer than all elements. The
guintessence contains the four elements, thatadfjiist Matter, out of which God has created, stilicreates, all
things. It is Hyle, containing in a confused mixduhe properties of every creature.

Ixiv. ALRIDOS: The virtue and efficacy of everytlgns to be found in its quintessence, whetheratsire be warm,
cold, moist, or dry. This quintessence gives oatdWweetest fragrance that can be imagined. Ther#ierhighest
perfection is needed.



Ixv. LONGINUS | describes the process in the follogvterms: Let your vessel be tightly closed anposed to an
even warmth. This water is prepared in dry ashasjssubjected to coction till the two become divden one is
joined to the other, the body is brought backdgcsjirit. Then the fire must be strengthenedhil tixed body
retains that which is not fixed by its own heattMthis you can tinge ten thousand times ten thuodiséd other
substances.
Ixvi. HERMES, in his Mysteries, says: Know that @tone is lightly esteemed by the thankless muadiétiout it is
very precious to the Sages. If princes knew howhmgatd can be made out of a particle of Sun, amuliofStone,
they would never suffer it to be taken out of trd@minions.
"The Sages rejoice when the bodies are" "dissolfioedyur stone is prepared with two" "waters. livds away all
sickness from the" "diseased body, whether it bednuor" "metallic."
By means of our Art, we do in one month what Nattaenot accomplish in a thousand years: for ordyptine
parts, and then join them together in an inseparabtl indissoluble union .
Ixvii. NERO: Know that our Mercury is dry and mqisind conjoined with the Sun and Moon. Sun and Moon
nature are cold and moist mercury and hot and @iphsir, and both have their natural propagatiobéing joined
in one thing.
Here follows a True Explanation of some of the lgoirg Philosophical Dicta
the Meaning, word for word and point for point, iclearly set forth.
| now propose to say something about the meaninigeobbscure and allegorical expressions used g s the
Sages whom | have quoted. Be sure that they a# tvae Sages, and really possessed our Stoney lhave been
possessed by more persons since the time of Adatrthd above list includes all of whom | have he&rked not
here review all their sayings; for the words of iast of them are sufficient for imparting to y@inowledge of
this Art; and my ambition goes no higher than tHdthave enumerated so large a number of auikerit have
only done so in order that you might the betterarathnd both the theory and practice of this Artl #hat you
might be saved all unnecessary expense. For t®nel have declared this true philosophy withtedl skill that
God has given me. | hope the initiated will oveR@my verbal inaccuracy into which | have fallengddhat they
will be induced by my example to abstain from wlilfunisleading anxious enquirers. | may have fallgio some
errors of detail, but as to the gist of my worknbw what | have written, And that it is God's otsuth.
Explanation of the Saying of Adam
When God had created our first parent Adam, anflisetn Paradise, He shewed him two things, nanegyth and
water. Earth is fixed and indestructible, wateratatile and vaporous. These two contain the el¢snefall created
things: water contains air, and earth fire -- ahthese four things the whole of creation is congabgn earth are
enclosed fire, stones, minerals, salt, mercury,ahehanner of metals; in water, and in air, allnmer of living and
organic substances, such as beasts, birds, fidss, blood, bones, wood, trees, flowers, anddsaVo all these
things God imparted their efficacy and virtue, anthjected them to the mastery and use of Adam. élgoe may
see how all these things are adapted to the humdy) Bnd are such as to meet the requirements ofdture. He
may incorporate the virtue of outward substanceadsymilating them in the form of food. In the sawsgy, his
mind is suitably constructed for the purpose ohij a rational knowledge of the physical worldaT this is the
case, you may see from the first chapter of Genesis
On the sixth day of the first year of the worldattis to say, on the 15th day of March, God cretiedirst man,
Adam, of red earth, in a field near Damascus, witleautiful body, and after His own image. WhenAdeas
created, he stood naked before the Lord, and witstetched hands rendered thanks to Him, sayingr@®, Thy
hands have shaped me: now remember, | pray Thegdtk of Thy hands, which Thou hast clothed wigst, and
strengthened with bones, and grant me life andfpiindness.
So the Lord endowed Adam with great wisdom, andh suarvellous insight that he immediately, withcu help
of any teacher -- simply by virtue of his origimaghteousness -- had a perfect knowledge of thersélveral arts,
and of all animals, plants, stones, metals and raiseNay, what is more, he had perfect understanaf the Holy
Trinity, and of the coming of Christ in the flesWloreover, Adam was the Lord, King, and Ruler ofcdher
creatures which, at the Divine bidding, were brdughim by the angel to receive their names. Tdllisreatures
acknowledged Adam as their Lord, seeing that it mato whom the properties and virtues of all teiagre to be
made known. Now the wisdom, and knowledge of atigh, which Adam had received, enabled him to olestre
properties, the origin, and the end of all thirde.noted the division and destruction, the birtti dacay of physical
substances. He saw that they derive their origimfthe dry and the moist elements, and that theygain
transmuted into the dry and the moist. Of all thibéegs Adam took notice, and especially of thatohhs called
the first Matter. For he who knows how all thinge ransmuted into their first Matter, has no ntedsk any
guestions. It was that which existed in the begigriefore God created heaven and earth; and dutnafy be
made one new thing which did not exist before, & aarth, fire, water, air, Sun, Moon, Stars, inrshe new world.



As in the beginning all things were created newthgoe is a kind of new creation out of the finsbstance in our
Art. Now although God warned Adam generally notgeeal this first substance -- viz., the moist greldry
elements -- yet He permitted him to impart the klealge to his son Seth. Abel discovered the Artfarself, by
the wisdom which God had given him, and inscribeé@ecount of it on beechen tablets. He was alsfirgteo
discover the art of writing; further, he foretoletdestruction of the world by the Flood, and wiat¢hese things
on wooden tablets, and hid them in a pillar of stamhich was found, long afterwards, by the chitdoé Israel
Thus you see that our Art was a secret from thénbetg, and a secret it will remain to the endhaf world. For
this reason it is necessary carefully to consitighat is said about it, and especially the wasfithe Lord to Adam:
for they exhibit in a succinct form the secretluf tvhole Art.
Explanation of the Saying of Abel

This saying partly explains itself, and is partiplined by what we said about God's words to Adéet.| will

add a few remarks concerning it. Man hath withim e virtue and efficiency of all things, whenaeis called a
small world, and is compared to the large worldause the bones which are beneath his skin, ambsups

body, may be likened to the mountains and storiedldsh to the earth, his veins to the rivers, hisdsmall veins to

the brooks which are discharged into them. Thethgedéine sea into which the great and small rifiens, his hair

resembles the growing herbs -- and so with allroplaets of his body. Again, his inward parts, sastthe heart,
lungs, and liver, are comparable to the metals.l¥ies have their head in the earth (i.e., thénjl@sd their roots in

the air, as the Sages say, that the root of thigierals is in the air, and their head in the earttat which ascends
by distillation is volatile, and is in the air; thahich remains at the bottom, and is fixed, ishibad, which is in the
earth. Therefore, the one must always exist inwoartjon with the other if it is to be effectual. ht® man may be

compared to an inverted tree: for he has his raotkis hair, in the air, while other trees hawveitiairs. or their

roots, in the earth.

And of our Stone, too, the Sages have justly stlit has its head in the earth, and its roohédir. This

similitude has a two-fold interpretation. Firsttiwregard to the place in which our Matter is fousecondly, with

regard to the dissolution and second conjunctiath®fStone. For when our Stone rises upward irligmbic, it has
its root in the air; but if it would regain its tile and strength, it must once more return todttheand then it has
its head and perfect potency in the earth. Henc&tane, too, is not inaptly denominated a smalllavyat is called
the mountain of mountains, from which our ore i\, since it is evolved from the first substainta way
analogous to that in which the great world wastegtaKnow that if you bury anything in [the] eartind it rots, as
food is digested in the human body, and the goseparated from the subtle, and that which id fedim that
which is pure, then that which is pure is the fMgttter which has been set free by decay. If yadeustand this,
you know the true Art. But keep it to yourself, azabt not pearls before swine; for the vulgar régar Art with
ignorant contempt.

Explanation of the Saying of Seth, Son of Adam.

By "acid which is to be subjected to coction, amshémuted into ashes, "the Sage Seth means distileer, which
we call seed. If this, by diligent coction, is cended into a body -- which he calls ashes -- thly buses its
blackness by being washed till it becomes whitg; by constant coction, all blackness and grossuipare

removed. If it were not for this earth, the spivituld never be coagulated; for it would have noybiotio which it
could enter -- seeing that it cannot be coagulatetifixed anywhere but in its own body. On the ptrend, the
spirit purifies its body, as Seth says, and makesite. He says further: "If you diligently heatand free it from
its blackness, it is changed into a Stone, whidalled the white coin of the Stone. "That is tg, $kit is slowly
heated with a gentle fire, it is by degrees changtda body which resists fire, and is named a&tdt is fixed,
and it has a brilliantly white appearance. A coiis icalled, because, as he who has a coin mayaseowith it
bread or whatever else he needs, so he who haSttrie may purchase for himself health, wisdongédwity, gold,
silver, gems, etc. Hence it is justly called thenCsince it can buy what all the riches in the aannot procure. It
is struck By the Sages, who, instead of the imdgeprince, impress upon it their own image. Thereft is
denominated the COIN of the SAGES, because iteis twn money, struck in their own mint

Again, when the Sage says, "Heat the Stone blldéaks [itself], and dissolve it in the well-tempéwater of the

Moon," he means that the Stone must be heatedabwtiich is in itself, until it is changed into wat or dissolved.

All this is done by its own agency; for the body#@led Moon, when it has been changed into wared;the

extracted spirit, or distilled water, is called S&or the element of [the] air is concealed imbitf the body must be

broken in its own water, or dissolved by itselfeThvell-tempered water of the Moon" is the gentieard heat
which changes it into water, and yields two wateizs, the distilled spirit, and the dissolved bodyese two
waters are again united by slow and gentle coctiendistilled spirit becoming coagulated into a¥yahe
dissolved body becoming a spirit The fixed becorwatile, and the volatile fixed, by dissolutiondacoagulation,
and both assume, first a white, and then a reducolthe change to white and red is produced bygémee water,



and the white is always followed by the red, justlee black is followed by the white. When the Ssays, in
conclusion, "that the whole can be accomplisheg wiith the best acid, through the power of God albhe means
that the one thing from which alone our Stone capiocured may be compared to the sharpest acithahdy
means of our Art, this acid is changed into thda béearthly things, which all the treasures ofiatigs and princes
are not sufficient to buy
Explanation of the Saying of Isindrus
Good Heavens! How skilfully the Sages have contriteeconceal this matter. It would surely have bieerbetter if
they had abstained from writing altogether. Forakizeme obscurity of their style has overwhelntexisands in
ruin, and plunged them into the deepest poverpea@ally those who set about this task without etenslightest
knowledge of Nature, or of the requirements of Arr What the Sages write is strictly true; but yeannot
understand it unless you are already initiatedhéndecrets of this Art. Yea, even if you were atboof the
Doctors, and a Light of the World, you would beeatd see no meaning in their words without thisvidedge.
They have written, but you are none the wiser. Thedf/wished to communicate the secret to theitqrdy; but a
jealous feeling prevented them from doing so inrplenguage. To the uninitiated reader these wofdsindrus
must appear nothing short of nonsense: "Greatisith because the air corrects the thing, iffhis or thick, hot or
cold." But the Sage means that when it ascendsthéthvater, it is hot air, for fire and air bear &tone like secret
fire concealed therein, and the water which ascéods the earth, by that ascension becomes airttdandand
when it descends, it descends into water whichatosifiire; thus the earth is purified, seeing thatwater takes
[the] fire with it into the earth. For the firetise Soul, and the Moon the Spirit. Therefore, tinésegreat, because it
bears with it water and fire, and imparts themltthéngs, though thereby (by this loss of watesglf becomes
cold. Then the air becomes thick, when with ite firis transmuted into the body, and thus theairects the thing
by its thickness. For it bears out our Stone aatrities it in, and purifies it both in its ascentlan its descent. In the
same way air purifies all things that grow (i.dams), gives them their food (i.e., water), ang@mts to them its
fire, by which they are sustained. Of this you ragvince yourself by ocular demonstration. Forahebears the
clouds, and sheds them upon earth in the formiof vehich rain contains secret fire derived frore trarth, and the
rays of the Sun by which it was drawn upward -- #imisl fire it gives to all things as food. And altigh the rays of
the Sun and Moon are immeasurably subtle, switt,iatangible; yet the rays of our Sun and Moonrateh
swifter and more subtle than those which are reckby the plants in their growth. For the earttedig the rays of
the Sun and Moon, and they sustain in the most eidnldmanner things of vegetable growth; and allitiing rays
of the Sun and Moon nourish all created things.yothis digestion they obtain their life. For thesason the air
may be called great, because through the gracedft@ccomplishes great things.
Again, when the Sage says, "If the air become&thie., when the Sun turns aside, or is chantbére is a
thickness, till it rises," he means that if thetitled water which is taken for the Sun, or firppaoaches its body,
and is changed into it, then the Sun stoops dowhea®arth. Thereby the air becomes thick, beimgbto the
earth, and if the Sun is once more elevated thieemiomes thin; that is to say, when the watertimeted from the
earth by means of the alembic, the fire rises ugwiag., the Sun is exalted, and the air beconias Algain, when
he says, "This also is hot and cold, and thickrexsg,thinness, or softness," the Sage means th&uh is hot, and
the Moon cold; for the earth, when dissolved, es¥oon, and water, in which is fire, is the Surest two must be
conjoined in an inseparable union. This union ezmtiem to reduce the elements of all metallicarichal bodies,
into which they are injected, to perfect purity dalth. When the Sage adds that thickness andetssrdenote
summer and winter, he means that our Art is mingfettiickness and thinness, or two elements whiaktrbe
united by gentle warmth, like that of winter anarsuer combined. This temperate warmth, which resesntiat of
a bath, brings the Sun and Moon together. Thusé Hay the grace of God, interpreted to you thelpalic saying
of Isindrus.
Explanation of the Saying of Anaxagoras.
From the beginning of all things God is. He is like to light and fire, and He may be likened tol#tesr in His
essence, because fire is the first principle oftafigs that are seen and grow. In the same wayfjrt principle of
our Art is fire. Heat impels Nature to work, andtmworking are manifested Body, Spirit, and Soldt is, earth
and water. Earth is the Body, oil the Soul, andew#te Spirit; and all this is accomplished throtiggd Divine
goodness and lenity, without which Nature can dihing; or, as the Sage says: "God's lenity rulethadgs; and
beneath the thickness of the earth, after creadianrevealed lenity and integrity.” That is to:dayhe earth is
separated from the water, and itself dissolved @iitand water, the oil is integrity, and the watarity; for the
water imparts the soul to the oil and to the baahd [the body] receives nothing but what is impatteit by
heaven, that is, by the water -- and the wategvsaled under the oil, the oil under the earth.tReffire is subtle,
and floats upward from the earth with subtle watersl is concealed in the earth. Now oil and aif @arth are
purified by their own spirit Therefore the oil igtégrity in the body, and the spirit lenity. Anakthpirit in the first



operation descends to the body and restores lifeetbody; although the oil is pure and remain$ wie body, yet
it cannot succour the body without the help ofgpgit; for the body suffers violence and anguidtilavit is
dissolved and purified. Then, again, the "thicknefshe earth" is transmuted into a thin substanesh as water or
oil, and thus the "lenity" is seen in the body. Bar body is so mild or soft as to be changedvster, or oil,
although before it was quite dry. Therefore osé®n in the earth, which is the fatness or lifthefwater, i.e., an
union of fire, air, and water. Now give the watethe body to drink, and it will be restored t@liAnd though
those three elements have ascended from the gatttie virtue remains with the body, as you maylse
dissolving it into oil and water. But the oil canruperate without the spirit, nor can the spiriabguit without the
oil and the body. Therefore they must be united; @h"lenity" and "integrity" are seen in the bodhen it is
transmuted to white and red.
Explication of the Opinion of Pythagoras.
This Sage asks what that is which is touched, abchgt seen. He means that the substance whickpaed by
our Art is one thing, which is tangible and invisibThat is to say, it is felt, but not seen, rothie mode of its
operation known. He who knows it, but knows nobipration, as yet knows nothing as he ought. dihésthing,
which alone is profitable for the purposes of out, Aroceeds from a certain dark place, wherenbisseen, nor are
its operation or its virtue known to any but thi¢tigted. A great mystery is also concealed in tredtht itself,
namely, air and fire, or the Sun, the Moon, andStas. This is concealed in it, and yet is inl&silas the Sage
says: What is not seen, or known, is only heavéat Which is felt, and not seen, is earth. Eadlgsshe Sage, is
thickness, or body, which is found at the bottonthef Matter, has accumulated in the Matter, andoeafelt and
known. By the words, "that is between heaven amthgahich is not known," (ie., in the world), tlage means
that the Matter of our Stone is found in the smaltld; not in rocks and mountains, or in the ealbtlt, between
heaven and earth, i.e., in the air. Again, whesayes that "in it are senses, and entirety, as stastke, hearing,
touch," he would teach us that in human naturestigentirety of mind and perception; for man caow, feel, and
understand. He would also teach us how our Stottelie found, namely, by sight, hearing, smelletaand touch.
By sight, because the Matter of the Stone is thockhin and clear, and turns black, white, and Badsmell,
because, when its impurity is purged away, it emitsost sweet fragrance. By taste, because istshiitter and
disagreeable, but afterwards becomes most pleBgaouch, because that sense enables us to digingatween
the hard and the soft, the gross and the subtieiclea water and earth, and between the differagestof
distillation, putrefaction, dissolution, coagulatjidermentation, and injection, which the substagmes through.
The different processes of the task are perceivddthe senses, and it should be accomplished mithiy-six
days.
Loosening of the Knot of Aristeus
"Take the body which | have shewn you, and beatatthin leaves," i.e., take the earth which cksato our
substance, and, by having become dry, becomedevimildl knowable; for now it is water and earth. €heth is
thusshewnand divided into two parts, earth and water. bat tarth be taken, placed in a phial, and putvia@n
bath, by the warmth of which it is dissolved, thghuts own internal coction, into water; this theg® calls beating
into thin leaves. The body which is thus obtairedariously described as the Philosopher's StartbecStone of
leaves. "Add some of our salt water, and this éswhter of life." That means: After its dissolutiomo water, it
must receive our salt water to drink, for this wdtas been previously distilled from it, and is eter of life; for
the soul and spirit of the body are hidden iniifl & is called our sea water; the same also isataral name,
because it is obtained from the invisible hiddem @kthe Sages, the sea of the smaller world. BoAd is called
the smaller world, and thus it is the water of se. If this water is added to the body, and heateldourified with
it, the body is purged by long coction, and itsoemlchanges from black to a brilliant white, white water is
coagulated, and forms, by indissoluble union wliié body, the imperishable Philosopher's Stone, wjriei must
use to the glory of God, and the good of your niedgin.
Exposition of the Sayings of Parmenides.
Jealous Sages have named many waters and metadaed, simply for the purpose of deceiving yarein the
philosophers would warn us that they have usedsggclest the whole mystery should be manifestddrbell the
world. Those who follow the letter of their diremtis are sure to be led astray, and to miss enthelyrue
foundation of our Art. The fault, however, lies math the Sages so much as with the ignoranceeif thaders.
The Sages name it a stone; and so it is a stonehvwehdug up from our mine. They speak of metag] there are
such things as metals liquefied from our ore. Témyak of water; but our water we obtain from oun®pring. The
red and white sulphur they refer to are obtainedhfour air. Their salt is obtained from our salbes. It is our Sun,
our verdigris, halonitre, alkali, orpiment, arsergar poison, our medicine, etc. By whatever nameg tall it they
cannot make it more than one thing. It is righ#gcribed by all the Sages, but not plainly enowghife uninitiated
enquirer. For such an one knows neither the substaor its operation. The Sage says: "Relinquish Bloon, and



Venus for our ore," i.e., it is not to be foundaimy earthly metals, but only in our ore. Whoevghtly understands
the concluding words of the Sage has receivedat giessing at the hand of God.
Explanation of the Saying of Lucas.

By the living water of the Moon this Sage meanswater, which is twofold. The distilled water itMoon; the

Sun, or fire, is hidden in it, and is the Fathealbthings. Hence it is compared to a man, becth&s&un is in the
water. It is also called living water; for the liéé the dead body is hidden in the water. It iswlager of the Moon,

because the Sun is the Father and the Moon theavid#lence, also, they are regarded as husband ifadlive

Body is the Moon, or Mother, and the distilled wata male principle, rises upward from the eaatt for that

reason is sometimes called Moon. For it is the maft¢he Moon, or Body. It has left the Body, andshenter it
again before our Art can be perfected. Hence thidyBor Moon, has well been designated the femateipte, and

the water, or Sun, the male principle, for reasshieh have been set forth at length in this book.
Again, when the Sage says, "Coagulate it aftefashion,"” those last three words mean that the Ipaaist receive
its spirit to drink gradually, and little by littleintil it recovers its life, and health, and sg#im which takes place by
means of the same gentle heat which digests fotteistomach, and matures fruit in its place. E dur custom
to eat, drink, and live in gentle warmth. By thégiimen our body is preserved, and all that is &l unprofitable is
driven out from our body. According to the saméhfas of gentle coction, all that is fetid and blaslgradually
purged out of our Stone. For when the Sage sajer'@dir fashion," he wishes to teach you that tieparation of
the Stone bears a strict analogy to the proceggbe buman body. That the chemical developmewtuofsubstance
is internal, and caused by the operation of Natmekof its four elements, the Sage indicates byvibrels,
"Everything is already coagulated.” The substame#ains all that is needed; there is nothing tadeed or taken
away, seeing that it is dissolved and again cogpbioy its own inherent properties. When the Sagérees, "I bid
you take water of life, which descends from the Moand pour it upon our earth till it turns whiteg means that if
water and earth are separated from each otherttisedry body is our earth, and the extracted wattdre water of
the Moon, or water of life. This process of adfisidesiccation, attrition, coagulation, etc., isaated till the body
turns white; and then takes place on conglutinatidrich is indissoluble. "Then," as the Sage says,have our
Magnesia, and the Nature of natures rejoicessgist and body become one thing: they were oregthéand after
separation have once more become one thing; thierefbe nature rejoices in the restoration of thero
Exposition of the Saying of Ethelius.

He says: "Heat our Stone until it shines like diszzmarble; then it becomes great, and a mystin&tior sulphur
added to sulphur preserves it on account of iie$is." That is to say: When the moist and the dwelbeen
separated, the dry which lies at the bottom, amdlied our Stone, is as black as a raven. It inestubjected to the
coction of our water (separated from it), untib$es its blackness, and becomes as white as gzaéirble. Then
it is the mystic Stone which by coction has beangmuted into fixed mercury with the blessing oiGbhe Stone
is mystic, or secret, because it is found in aetquace, in an universally despised substanceent@ione looks for
the greatest treasure of the world. Hence it mady/lveecalled The HIDDEN STONE. By the joining ofdw
sulphurs and their mutual preservation, he meaighiough, after the separation of spirit and bdldgre seem to
be two substances, yet, in reality, there is omly substance; so the body which is below is "sulplaund the spirit
which is above is also "sulphur.” Now, when theispéturns to the body, one sulphur is added tutlzar; and they
are bound together by a mutual fitness, since tld lsannot be without the spirit, nor the spiritheiut the body.
Hence there are these two sulphurs in the bodygeith@nd the white, and the white sulphur is intdiaek body,
while the red is hid beneath it. If the spirit iImdually added to the body, it is entirely coagedainto the body,
sulphur is added to sulphur, and perfection isratathrough the fithess which exists between thEme. body
receives nothing but its own spirit; for it hasaieed its soul, and what has been extracted frbodg can be joined
to nothing but that same body. The spirit delightsothing so much as in its own soul, and its dedy. Hence the
Sage says: "When the spirit has been restorecttbdtly, the sulphur to the sulphur, and the waténé earth, and
all has become white, then the body retains thét,spind there can be no further separation."Tlushave the well
purged earth of the Sages, in which we sow oungtaito infinity, that it may bring forth much ftui

Explanation of the Saying of Pythagoras.

You have good cause to wonder at the great vasietyays in which the Sages have expressed the gange
Nevertheless, their descriptions apply only to btadter, and their sayings refer only to a singlestance. For
when our Sage says, "We give you directions comegrthese things: We tell you that it is dry walée the water
of the Moon, which you have prepared, "he meanswkaSages must give directions, according to #st bf our
ability. If those directions, rightly understoody dot answer the purpose, you may justly chargeitisfraud and
imposture. But if you fail through not taking oueaming, you must blame your own unspeakable stypighich
follows the letter, but not the spirit of our ditens. When the Sage further says that it muskdtshown water, he
would teach you that after the separation of thyefidrm the moist, the water extracted from the bisdie right



water, and the water of the Moon, prepared by fadtion and distillation. This extracted waterégarded as the
male principle, and the earth, or body, as the fempanciple. The water of the husband must noviobeed in
conjugal union to that of the wife; the body mustintervals, drink of its own prepared water, @Bedome ever
purer, the more it drinks, till it turns most womnfil#ly white. Then it is called "our calx," and yeoust pour the
water of our calx upon the body, until it is coagat, becoming tinged, and a most bright qualityrres to it, and
the body itself is saturated with its own moistufgiou wish to obtain the red tincture, you shodigsolve and
coagulate, and go through the whole process owanagerily, this is God's own truth, an accuraieyple, and
plain statement of the requirements of our Art.
Explanation of the Emerald Table of Hermes.

Hermes is right in saying that our Art is true, dnad been rightly handed down by the Sages; albtdaxoncerning
it have arisen through false interpretation ofrihestic language of the philosophers. But, sincg Hre loth to
confess their own ignorance, their readers prefeay that the words of the Sages are imposturéadsehood. The

fault really lies with the ignorant reader, who ga®t understand the style of the Philosopheri the
interpretation of our books, they would suffer tiseiwes to be guided by the teaching of Naturegratian by their
own foolish notions, they would not miss the maskhspelessly. By the words which follow: "That whis above
is also that which is below," he describes the dtatf our Art, which, thougbne is divided into two things, the
volatile water which rises upward, and the eartlictvties at the bottom, and becomes fixed. But witrerreunion
takes place, the body becomes spirit, and thet figidomes body, the earth is changed into watebandmes
volatile, the water is transmuted into body, anddmees fixed. When bodies become spirits, and sgidties, your
work is finished, for then that which rises upwardl that which descends downward become one bdyefore
the Sage says that that which is above is thathwikibelow, meaning that, after having been seedrato two
substances (from being one substance), they aie j@g@ed together into one substance, i.e., anmumhich can
never be dissolved, and possesses such virtuefficatg that it can do in one moment what the Sannot
accomplish in a thousand years. And this miraclereught by a thing which is despised and rejebtethe
multitude. Again, the Sage tells us that all thimgse created, and are still generated, from anedubstance and
consist of the same elementary material; and gfthst substance God has appointed the four elessnahich
represent a common material into which it mighthagis be possible to resolve all things. Its devalant is
brought about by the distillation of the Sun andddoFor it is operated upon by the natural hegh®fSun Moon,
which stirs up its internal action, and multiplesch thing after its kind, imparting to the substaa specific form.
The soul, or nutritive principle, is the earth whieceives the rays of the Sun and Moon, and thdrdéeeds her
children as with mother's milk. Thus the Sun isfdtaer, the Moon is the mother, the earth theeawsnd in this
substance is that which we require. He who canitaded prepare it is truly to be envied. It is aegied by the Sun
and Moon in the form of a vapour, and collectethimplace where it is found. When Hermes adds'thatair
bears it in its womb, the earth is its nurse, thel& world its Father," he means that when thetamog of our
Stone is dissolved, then the wind bears it in ibsnly, i.e., the air bears up the substance in time & water, in
which is hid fire, the soul of the Stone, and fg¢he Father of the whole world. Thus, the vodasiibstance rises
upward, while that which remains at the bottonthes"whole world" (seeing that our Art is compated "small
world "). Hence Hermes calls fire the father of tigole world, because it is the Sun of our Art, airdMoon, and
water ascend from it; the earth is the nurse oStome, i.e., when the earth receives the rayseoSun and Moon, a
new body is born, like a new foetus in the moth&dsnb. The earth receives and digests the ligistusf and Moon,
and imparts food to its foetus day by day, titbéicomes great and strong, and puts off its blackaed defilement,
and is changed to a different colour. This, "cHildhich is called "our daughter," represents oumstavhich is born
anew of the Sun and Moon, as you may easily seenwie spirit, or the water that ascended, is giifdu
transmuted into the body, and the body is born aa@d grows and increases in size like the foettiké mother's
womb. Thus the Stone is generated from the filssunce, which contains the four elements; it @ipht forth by
two things, the body and the spirit; the wind beégirs its womb, for it carries the Stone upwardrfr earth to
heaven, and down again from heaven to earth. TteuStone receives increase from above and fromwbelod is
born a second time, just as every other foetusieigated in the maternal womb; as all created $himgg forth
their young, even so does the air, or wind, brimghf our Stone. When Hermes adds, "Its power, ioue; is entire,
when it is transmuted into earth," he means thanthe spirit is transmuted into the body, it reesiits full
strength and virtue. For as yet the spirit is vtdaaind not fixed, or permanent. If it is to beefd, we must proceed
as the baker does in baking bread. We must impdytaolittle of the spirit to the body at a timasj as the baker
only puts a little leaven to his meal, and witkeavens the whole lump. The spirit, which is o@vien, in like
fashion transmutes the whole body into its own taurx®. Therefore the body must be leavened agdiagain,
until the whole lump is thoroughly pervaded witle {power of the leaven. In our Art the body leavresspirit, and



transmutes it into one body, and the spirit leatbeshody, and transmutes it into one spirit Aralttho, when they
have become one, receive power to leaven all thingswhich they are injected, with their own uiet
The Sage continues: "If you gently separate thihdeom the water, the subtle from the hard, then8tascends
from earth to heaven, and again descends from hdawearth, and receives its virtue from above famih below.
By this process you obtain the glory and brightrafdiie whole world. With it you can put to flighbverty,
disease, and weariness; for it overcomes the sotgtteury, and penetrates all hard and firm bodids.means that
all who would accomplish this task must separatentloist from the dry, the water from the earth. Wager, or
fire, being subtle, ascends, while the body is handl remains where it is. The separation mustberplished by
gentle heat, i.e., in the temperate bath of thee§aghich acts slowly, and is neither too hot waor¢old. Then the
Stone ascends to heaven, and again descends femmarhe earth. The spirit and body are first sepdrahen
again joined together by gentle coction, of a terafpe resembling that with which a hen hatcheslygs. Such is
the preparation of the substance, which is worghwthole world, whence it is also called a "littlend." The
possession of the Stone will yield you the greadetight, and unspeakably precious comfort. It af#lo set forth to
you in a typical form the creation of the worldwiill enable you to cast out all disease from thenain body, to
drive away poverty, and to have a good understgnafithe secrets of Nature. The Stone has virtusmtesmute
mercury into gold and silver, and to penetratédnatld and firm bodies, such as precious stones atasnYou
cannot ask a better gift of God than this gift, ethis greater than all other gifts. Hence Hermey justly call
himself by the proud title of "Hermes Trismegistwho holds the three parts of the whole world cfdeim."

The Glory of the World - Part 4
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Another Tract,

Corresponding To The First, Which May Be Read With Geat Profit.

Preface.

We may justly wonder that the Sages who have wreitgout this most precious and secret Art, haveghbit
necessary to invent so many occult and allegoeigptessions, by means of which our Art is conceat#dnly
from the unworthy but from earnest and diligentstuts of the truth. Foolish persons, indeed, whd their books,
and hear of the riches and all the other good thimgich this Art affords, experience a pleasamditig sensation in
their ears, and straightway behold visions of thedwes sitting on golden thrones, and commandinthaltreasures
of the universe, they fancy that the Art can berled in the twinkling of an eye, soon come to rdghemselves as
great Doctors, and are unable to conceive the lpibgsbf their making a mistake, or being led astby the Sages,
much less are they aware that it has always beeoustom of the philosophers to conceal the fundéethéacts of
this Art and to reveal them to their own sons aisdidles only in sententious allegorical sayings$s impossible to
read through all that the Sages have ever writtethis subject; but it is a still more hopelessentaking to gather
from their books a full and sufficient knowledgeair Art, unless, indeed, God opens your undergtgndnd
gives you a real insight into the natural propertiéthings, and thereby into the sayings of thaelse speak of
them. For it is Nature alone that accomplishesvtli®us processes of our Art, and a right undedstenof Nature
will furnish you with eyes wherewith to perceivethecrets thereof. Thus Bason says: "Take cari® @aotd
anything else; for it is the property of our subs&to overcome all other things." And Bondinutstes that the
whole process is accomplished by means of the wdterh issues from the Stone. Alphidius declares the
Philosopher's Stone contains four different natuaad thereby possesses a virtue and efficacyasahe found in
no other stone. Therefore, the question of the RBgge Haly, whether there is another stone updh adich may
be compared with our Stone, and possesses thevganderful properties, is answered by Morienus @ th

following words: "I am aware of no other stone gfial excellence, potency, and virtue, for it camgahe four
elements in a visible form, and is singular okitsd among all the created things of the worldth&refore, any
person should take any [other] Stone but the ongadded by this Magistery, his labours must resuflailure.”
Moreover, the ancient Sage Arros says: "Our Stenséless for our purpose, until it be purgedofiibss earth.”
In like manner we are informed by Morienus thategslthe body be purged of its grossness, it cdrenonhited to
its spirit; but when it has put off its gross natuhe spirit joins itself to it, and delights thlhecause both have been
freed from all impurity." The truth of his wordsastested by Ascanius in "The Crowd," who saysiripcannot



join themselves to impure bodies; but when the Hua/been well purged, and digested by coctionsiré
becomes united to it, amidst a phenomenal exhibiticall the colours in the world, and the impetfeady is
tinged with the indestructible colour of the ferrhehis ferment is the soul, in and through whilé pirit is joined
to the body, and transmuted with the body intoaleur of the ferment, whereupon all three becomething."
Hence it is well, though somewhat enigmaticallyday the Sages, that there takes place a conjniah of
husband and wife, and that of the two a child is\adter their likeness, just as men generate metals metals,
and all other things that which is like them.
Hence all that would exercise this Art must know pinoperties of the most noble substance theradffalow the
guidance of Nature. But many enquirers conduct thgerations at haphazard, they grope in the @amtt,do not
know whether their art be an imitation of Naturenot. Yet they undertake to correct, and intenstg operation
of Nature. Of such persons Arnold says that they@gch our Art as the ass goes up to the cribkmmtving for
what it opens its mouth. For they do not know whaty would do, nor are they aware that they mggtti to the
teaching of Nature. They seek to do the works dfing but they will not watch the hand of her whivay pretend
to imitate. Yet our Art has a true foundation inural fact. For Nature prepares the metals in #rthesome
perfect, like gold and silver; others imperfedtelivenus, Mars, Saturn, and Jupiter, accordingedabour and
influence of the planets. He, then, who would aquiish our Magistery, and desires to participatthis most noble
Art, must know the seed from which the metals ateirally generated in the earth, which seed we venby
Nature, and purify and prepare it by Art, makingatglorious, and full of wonderful potency, thathwit we can
impart instant purity and perfection to the impetfieodies of men and metals. This seed we musteXiom
perfect, pure, and mature bodies, if we would atthé desired end. Now, in order that you may tbeemeadily
attain this knowledge, | have composed the follgniinact concerning the first principle of Naturadahe creation
and generation of man -- which the student of oagigtery should diligently peruse, consider, angksli. Then he
will not so easily miss the right path.
The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom
All true Sages and philosophers have earnestlyrgdagbtain a knowledge of Almighty God as Hedgealed in
His marvellous works; this knowledge they attainadso far as it can be attained by the human nbgdliligently
considering the origin and first principles of tdings. For they were enabled to realize the onteipze of the
Creator by the contemplation of the secret powaerd, miraculous virtues, which He has infused irgtural things.
They were led to consider how they might employrtkeowledge for the good of the human race, and tiey
might reveal it to others, and they received wisdorexpound the first principles of natural thingat more
especially the birth and death of man, in somethkegthe following way: In the beginning God credtall things
out of a subtle liquid, or impalpable vapour whigas neither moist, nor dry, nor cold, nor hot, lgint, nor dark,
but a confused chaos. This subtle vapour Goddirahged into water, which He then separated ifard and a
liquid part, or into earth and water. Out of eletaey water He further evolved air, and out of elataey earth He
brought forth fire, that is, elementary fire. Aridnay still be seen that the two first elementstainthe two last; for
daily experience teaches us that in water theag,isind that in earth there is fire. Out of th€sel created the
firmament, the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars, dratlar natural objects. At last He created a bairigis own
image, which He formed out of moist earth -- ifer,the most part out of earth (which encloses fineistened with
water (containing air). Hence it is said that maswreated out of the four elements, and he isdall'small
world." But man lay like one dead upon the grounttjl God breathed into his nostrils the spirititdf, and Adam
became a living soul. In like manner God creatédthker animals, and all plants and minerals, duhe four
elements. Then God set Adam in the Garden of EddParadise, which He had planted with His own Isa@add in
which flourished all manner of flowers, fruit, repterbs, leaves, and grass. Then Adam's heafflledswith joy,
and he understood the great power of his Creatadrpaaised and magnified Him with his lips; at ttiate he
suffered no lack of any thing, having all that hésart desired, and he was appointed lord of aératheatures.
Therefore, the eternal Creator bade the holy argélg every other living being to Adam, that ailgint
acknowledge him as their lord, and that Adam mggir to each one its own name, and distinguishfiam the
other.
Now when God beheld the animals walking about iraéiae, each with its own mate (except Adam, foonvino
mate was found); when God saw them approaching dniich yet eager to flee from him, because of therence
and awe with which he inspired them -- God saitlis’hot good for man to be alone "; therefore Hesed a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam, and taking one of his,ritigt far from his heart, He formed it into a béaltvoman. This
woman God brought unto the man, calling her Evd,gave her to him for a wife, that he might proteet, that she
might obey him, and that they might be fruitful andltiply.
The Glory and Excellence of Adam.



God had appointed that Adam and Eve should spéimdusand years in Paradise, and then be transtatdg,and
soul, to the Eternal Life of Heaven; the same glasidestiny was in reserve for their posterity. &yet man was
pure, good, and sinless, and not subject or lisdmny kind of distemper or sickness. He was aetdptand perfect
in the sight of His Creator, who had made him is blivn image, and given him all the produce of Faeaid eat,
except the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, from alhhe was to abstain on pain of eternal punishniertt, bodily
and spiritual. But when he gave ear to the sedusimgls of the Evil One, and ate the forbidden froé
straightway became poor and wretched, perceivedviiisnakedness, and concealed himself amongstebe of
the garden. He had deserved eternal death, ar@llthviave fallen upon him, if the Son of God, oord.and
Saviour Jesus Christ, had not promised to givefsation for him. Yet in this world God punishedakd with a
heavy yoke of wretchedness, tribulation, poverty disease, followed by the bitter agony of delthalso drove
him forth from Paradise, and laid a heavy cursenithe ground, that thenceforward it should notdpforth fruit of
its own accord, but that it should bear thorns thigtles. Now, when Adam found himself in the midka wild and
uncultivated earth, compelled to gain his breadilbyg the field in the sweat of his brow, andd¢ndure much
suffering, care, and anxiety, he began to thinlossty of what he had done to provoke the wratfofl, to
experience deep sorrow for his grievous sin, anthpgore God's gracious mercy and forgiveness prigers
appeased the paternal heart of God, and inducedd@ase the grievous yoke laid upon Adam. Therakfatct of
his punishment, however, remained, and death, thdeferred, at length overtook him. But, as | €agd mitigated
the punishment of Adam, and took away from his rteekgrievous yoke of suffering, by shewing him theans of
warding off the strokes of impending calamity. Bas purpose the natural properties of things wevealed to
Adam by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit; and\was taught to prepare medicines out of herbs, st@rel metals,
wherewith he might alleviate his hard lot, ward difease, and keep his body in good health urgietid of his
days, which, however, was known to God alone. &tihpugh from the very beginning Adam had a cleaigiht
into the working of the natural world, the greatafsall secrets was still hidden from him, till Gode day called
him into Paradise, and set forth to him this mdoued mystery -- the mystery of our Stone -- in filléowing words:
"Behold, Adam, here are two things, the one fixad enmutable, the other volatile and inconstane gteat virtue
and potency that slumber in them you must not deweeall your sons. For | created them for a spgmispose,
which | will now no longer conceal from you.”" Nowhen Adam had learned the mystery out of God's math,
he kept it a strict secret from all his sons, uatilength, towards the close of his life, he aledileave from God to
make the preparation of the Stone known to hisS&th. Unless Adam had possessed the knowledgées afrtat
mystery he would not have been able to prolongjfieiso the age of 300 (let alone 900) years. Fomlas never for
a moment free from an agonizing sense of his qariltl, of the terrible evils which he had, by hisobsdience,
brought upon himself and his posterity, who, thtohgs fault, were one and all involved in the candation of
eternal death. If we consider this, it must ap@eaazing that Adam could keep alive even so lorg siagle year
after his fall; and we thereby clearly perceiveffrthe fact that he attained to so great a lenfytiays) that the
goodness of God must have furnished him with sofeeteserving remedy. If Adam had not possessed ou
Medicine, or Tincture, he could not have borne ngar so much tribulation, anxiety, wretched neggf,gsorrow,
and disease. But against all these ills he usedledicine, which preserved his limbs and his sttietiggm decay,
braced his faculties, comforted his heart, refrddtie spirit, relieved his anxiety, fortified hisontal body against
all manner of disease, and, in short, guarded rom &ll evil until the last hour of his life.
At length, however, Adam found that the Remedy madbnger any power to strengthen him, or to prglbis life.
So he began to consider his end, refrained froryagpthe Medicine any more, threw himself upon thercy of
God, and sent his son Seth (to whom he had confldedecret), to she gate of Paradise, to demand ebthe
fruit of the Tree of Life. His request was deniechhwhereupon he returned, and carried back téaliier the
answer of the Angel. It was heavy news for Adamo whbw felt that his end was approaching, and toeeefent
Seth a second time to fetch the oil of mercy. Befwe could return, Adam died; but, at the biddihGod, Seth
obtained from the Angel some olive stones fromTiree of the Oil of Mercy, and planted them on hithér's
grave, where they grew into the tree from which@hness of our Blessed Redeemer was made. Thugtitina
carnal sense the Oil was denied to Adam, and btdughno surcease from temporal death; yet, inidgtsal sense,
it was freely given to him and obtained for him atichis offspring eternal life, and free, gracipaad merciful
forgiveness of all their sins, concerning which Godmised that He would remember them no more.
Thus, through the Heavenly Tree of Life, God figfil the prayer of our first parent Adam, and grdmitis request
in a way which he had not looked for; and he nastemthe joy which is at the right hand of God, &srfdr ever
removed from the hostile power of hunger, thirstath cold, death, and all the other evils whickHles heir to. Let
us then diligently strive to realize that the Mysgtef the Redemption is the most precious, the rarsellent, and
the most awful of the mysteries revealed by Goaham, a mystery which no human thought can sourdiydaich
no human lips can ever fully utter. But of this AWMystery, or Medicine of the Soul, God has alsstbwed upon



us an earthly antitype, or Medicine of the Bodyngans of which wretched man may, even in thisdyacure
himself against all bodily distempers, put to fligimxiety and care, and refresh and comfort histlieahe hour of
trouble -- namely, the Mystery of the Sages, orMleglicine of the Philosophers. If, therefore, a mauld be
perfectly happy in this world, and in the worlddmme, he should earnestly and devoutly strive toime possessed
of these two Remedies; and for this purpose, haldharn to God with his whole heart, and ask fig gracious
help, without which neither can be obtained; amdyva all, he should be most eager to receive thaidely by
which the soul is healed of the mortal diseaserof s

This is the true fountain of the Sages; and therething like it upon earth, but one eternal thimgwhich the
mortal body may, in this vale of tears, be fortifizgainst all accidental disease, shielded fronp#mgs of poverty,
and rendered sound, healthy, and strong, beinggemt against all mischances to the very end; gnahiich also
metallic bodies may. be changed into gold throughiekening of the process which Nature uses irhgeat of the
earth. The preparation and effects of this Stoaenat unjustly considered to bear a close analoglye creation of
the world; therefore, | thought well to give an agnt of it from the very beginning.

| will now proceed briefly to expound my view ofighArt, which, as all Sages testify, correspondstetosely to
the creation and generation of man. | will attetoptnake my meaning as plain as | dare, for theygdbthe Holy
Trinity, and the good of all Christian believershégh God had created the world, and adorned italitmanner of
green things, herbs, roots, leaves, flowers, geastalso with animals and minerals, he blessad,thad appointed
that everything should bring forth fruit and sed@raits kind. Only Adam (who is our Matter) wastyet in a
position to produce any fruit out of himself. Beddre could propagate his species, it was necetfsrg part of
him should be taken away, and again joined to ham, his wife Eve. Hereunto we must understantigbdong as
our substance is still gross and undivided, itaduce no fruit It must first be divided, the dalitom the gross,
or the water from the earth. The water is Eveherdpirit; the earth Adam, or the body. And asntiade is useless
for purposes of generation until it be united te thmale, so our earth is dead till it is quickebgdhe union with
water. This is what that ancient Sage, Hermes, medien he says that the dead must be raised tatitethe
feeble made strong.

It is necessary, then, to unite body and soultarmhange that which is below into that which isah i.e., body
into spirit, and spirit into body. By this expremsiyou are to understand not that the spirit bBlfiis changed into a
body, or that the body by itself is changed in&pait, but that both are united, and that theisgr water,
dissolves, or resuscitates the body, or earth,enhi body attracts the spirit, or water; and thay are thus joined
into one substance, the earth being softened bwaler, and the water hardened by the earth hebdys in the
street pour water on dry dust, and knead the wihtdeone mass. For this reason the Sages callrogeps child's
play, in which the death of one is the life of titker, i.e., in which the hardness of the one ftesed by the other,
and vice versa, seeing that the two are nothindpbdy and spirit originally belonging together. Whe
contemplating this union, the Sage, Hermes, bfwstls into the following exclamation: "Oh, how stig,
victorious, and precious is this nature that sqpaakably comforts its supplementary nature!" Tlaure is water,
which stirs up and quickens the nature of the bbf#ynce it is said that Adam, or the body, wouldibad without
Eve, the spirit; for when the water has been ¢istifrom our substance. the body lies dead aneébatthe bottom
of the alembic, and is described by the Sagesiag,bafter the loss of its spirit, black, poisonpasd deadly. If the
body is to be resuscitated, it must be renderddrfigeneration by being purged of its blackness fatid smell, and
then its sweat or spirit must be restored to &;ghirit cannot conceive unless the body be allowexinbrace its
Eve, or spirit. Senior says that the higher vapoust be brought back to the lower vapour; the Eviater is the
King that descends from heaven, and leads thebsmld to its body which is thereby quickened from diead.
Observe that in the body there is hidden fixed salich slumbers there just as the male seed sliedbe Adam.
This the spirit, or Eve, attracts, and thus becopnegnant; that is to say: The seed of the bodyctwive call fixed
salt, is extracted from the body by its own watenith has before been separated from it), anchidered so subtle
and volatile that it ascends with the spirit tovrea Then we say that the fixed has become valatit the dead
has been revived, and that the body has receifegeftdim its spirit. On this account the water iled by some
Sages the living water of the man, since it isaoted from the body, or man; and Lucas enjoin® uake it, and
heat it after the fashion of Nature. Other Sagéidlwmbody the "black soil," because in it thesfiksalt is concealed
from view, like the seed in the ground. Others,mgeall it the "black raven,"” which has in its m#ve "white
dove"; and the water which is distilled from thedlgaghey call the "virgin's milk," -- by which thehite dove must
be brought forth from the black raven. In shorgsin things are described by the Sages under avairéetly of
names; but the meaning of those names is the danigs fashion the water is embraced by the bodjtae seed
of the body, or the fixed salt, makes the wategpaat. For the water dissolves the body, and hgassrd with it
some particles of the fixed salt; and the oftehix process is repeated, the thicker does the Wwateyme. Hence
the repetition of the process is a most importamtiHermes says that when he saw the water grigdyraiw



thicker and harder, he rejoiced, for thereby henktieat he should find what he sought. The watem timust be
poured upon the body, and heated with it, till bloely is dissolved, and then again extracted @llibdy is
coagulated. Thus the body must be well broken ng,pairified by washing. This process of affusiod amtraction
must be repeated until all the salt, or potencyeffidacy, has been extracted from the body. Thibé case when
the water becomes white and thick, and, in the,dwdd and solid like ice, while in the heat it tadike butter.
Now, when nothing more can be extracted from traybthe residuum must be removed,; for it is thessilypous
part of the substance. This is what the Sages mvban they say: In the preparation we remove thatinis
superfluous; but otherwise our whole Magisterydsaamplished with one single substance, nothinggadded,
and nothing taken away, except that which is reallyerfluous; for it possesses in abundance aligheeeded,
namely, the water, or "white, flaky earth," whiclush be injected into "living mercury;" that so th@nsmutation
into good and fixed silver may take place. But sthimg much more noble and precious is conceal¢lisrwater
(fixed salt), which grows and grows like the infamthe mother's womb. For as the embryo in thaimathich is
first a mere seed, grows, and is gradually transchirtto flesh and blood, ie., into a thicker subséa till at length
the limbs are formed; so this water grows fromwiméte colour which distinguishes it at first, fillis changed to
another colour. (For the embryo, too, is transmtitech the natural colour of the embryo into flestddlood.) The
substance at length assuming a red colour, magimpared to the forming of the infant's limbs; ithen that we
first see what is to become of it. When you pereehis final transmutation -- the germ of which iayhe
substance all along -- you may well rejoice; fouymve attained the object of your desire.
Thus | have described the union of the man and wgihat is to say, of the body and spirit, by meainshich the
child is conceived in the water, and the whitereedgacted from the black body. Nor do we need dngtklse,
except, as Morienus says, time and patience. Taguated water is the "white, flaky earth,” in elhthe Sage
bids us sow our gold and silver that they may Ifeétra hundred-thousand-fold. This is the "clearisg" of the
Count of Trevisa, in which the King bathes, thongh assisted by any of his ministers, who only Wdtis clothes
until he has dried up the whole spring, when heesaltl his ministers lords and kings such as heawv#ise time of
his entering the bath. But now the King's digngéytiree times as great as it was before; he wetaree-fold
diadem on his head, and is arrayed in garmentstiia¢ like carbuncles and amethysts, and benleath he wears
the tunic of purity, and is bound with the girdierighteousness. He is the most glorious King f&f, livhose power
transcends all human thought At his side is selaitedure and chaste queen, sprung of his own seeldpf these
two are born many royal children. The redness ikealed and preserved in the whiteness, which naidie
extracted, but subjected to gentle coction urdifutl crimson glory flames forth This whitenesghisis referred to in
"The Crowd": "If you see that after the blackndssé follows a whiteness, be sure that after thisewbss will
come a redness: for the redness slumbers in thewess, and should not be extracted, but gentigtieantil the
whole turns red." Let what | have now said suffjoe.
Hermes [says]:
You must have a good knowledge of the True Priraiflboth Natural and Artificial Substances. Fomie knows
not the true First Principle will never attain teetend.
The Love Of God And
Of Your Neighbour
Is The Perfection Of All Wisdom.
To Love God Is The Highest Wisdom,
And
Time Is Our Possession.
Unto Him Be All Honour, Praise, And Glory

The Waterstone of the Wise

This important and influential text parallels thieilBsophers' Stone with Christ, the Corner Stonkadl a long
publishing history.

Johann Ambrosius Siebmach&rasserstein der Weysen, das ist, ein chymischéakteict, darin der Weg gezeiget,
die Materia genennet, und der Process beschriebeh su dem hohen geheymnuss der Universal Tinctur
zukommen, vor diesem niemalen gesehen. Darbeyzawgghsehr nutzliche andere Biichlein der Gleichfgkeit
und Concordantz wegen angehenckt, nemlich, 1. lebarMesung. 2. Via veritatis der einigen Warheit..
Frankfurt, 1619, 1661, 1703, 1704, 1709, 1710, 11480.

A Latin translation was included in théusaeum Hermeticunfrrankfurt, 1625, 1678 and 1749. It was also idetl
in Manget'sBibliotheca chemica curios&eneva, 1702.



Later in the 18th century it still made an appeaean theHermetisches A.B.@erlin, 1778, and th#agazin flr
die hdhere Naturwissenschaft und Chemighingen, 1784.
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The Sophic Hydrolith;
or
Water Stone of the Wise,
That is, a chymical work, in which the way is shewn
the matter named, and the process described;

namely, the method of obtaining the
universal tincture.

A BRIEF EXPOSITION

OF THE



WONDERFUL WATER STONE OF THE WISE,
COMMONLY CALLED
THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE.

From the beginning of the world, there have alwagsn God-enlighten men and experienced philosopimetsvise
Gentiles who diligently studied the nature and prtips of the lower Creation. They laboriously emdrired and
fervently longed to discover whether Nature corgdianything that would preserve our earthly bodynfdecay
and death, and maintain it in perpetual healthvagolur. For by the light of Nature, and Divine rétéon, they
intuitively perceived that the Almighty, in His lewo men, must have concealed in the world somelerdul
arcanum by which every imperfect, diseased, andatigé thing in the whole world might be renewent] aestored
to its former vigour.

By the most diligent and careful search they grigdiaund out that there was nothing in this wotthét could
procure for our earthly and corruptible body imntyrifom death, since death was laid upon the Ptastg Adam
and Eve, and their posterity, as a perpetual perailtt they did discover one thing which, beingitsncorruptible,
has been ordained of God for the good of man,nmwe disease, to cure all imperfection, to purgeagie, and to
prolong our brief life - a boon actually enjoyedthg Patriarchs.

This wonderful remedy was industriously soughthey wise and understanding, until they discovereahid its
precious virtue. Thus, the Patriarchs used it $tore their bodily vigour, and prolong their livesid it was no
doubt revealed by God to Adam, our thrice greatipiawho bequeathed the secret to all the Patdastio were
his descendants, who thereby procured for themsédvgth of days and boundless wealth. When thesdiad
Gentiles had received this knowledge, they justiyarded it as a most precious gift of God, and st tmoly Art,
and forasmuch as they perceived that, by God'dgeoee, it had been revealed only to a few, andealed from
the majority of mankind, they always made it a poihconscience and honour to keep it secret.

But that the secret might not be lost, but ratlmertioued and preserved to posterity, they expourtdedst
faithfully, both in their writings and in oral tefasiag to their faithful disciples, for the benefit mosterity;
nevertheless, they so clothed and concealed ttreitrallegorical language that even now only vieny are able to
understand their instruction and turn it to pradteccount. For this practice they had a very geadon; they
wished to force those who seek this wisdom totleeir dependence on God (in Whose hand are aljshjrtio
obtain it through instant prayer, and, when it besn revealed to them, to give all the glory to Hifereover, they
did not wish the pearls to be cast before swine @y knew that if it were made known to the widkeorld, men
would greedily desire nothing but this one thingglect all labour, and give themselves up to aotliss and
degraded life.

But although the said philosophers have treatedsthibject with so great a variety of method, arediusany
peculiar and singular expressions, curious parables strange and fanciful words, yet they all agnepointing out
the same goal, and one and the same Matter agiaksethe right conduct of the Art. Neverthelesgny students
of the Art have entirely missed their meaning, dresecret Matter of which they speak. For at tiesgnt day there
are (as there have always been) a large numbenhobtf low charlatans, but of grave and learned,meéno have
sought this knowledge with unwearied industry, getthave not been able to attain to it. Nay, sangling with a
golden hook, have utterly ruined themselves, amve lheen compelled to abandon their search in deg§parefore,
lest anyone should doubt the existence of thisesdat, or, after the manner of this wicked wotllhk upon it as a
mere figment, | will enumerate some of the trueeSadpesides those named in Holy Scripture) whdyr&akw this
Art, in the natural order of their succession. They Hermes Trismegistus, Pythagoras, AlexandeGtbkat, Plato,
Theophrastus, Avicenna, Galen, Hippocrates, Ludianganus, Rasis, Archelaus, Rupescissa, the Aattibie
Great Rosary, Mary the Prophetess, Dionysius, deshdaly, Morienus, Calid, Constantius, Serapiaiertus
Magnus, Estrod, Arnold de Villa Nova, Geber, Rayohanlly, Roger Bacon, Alan, Thomas Aquinas, Manggll
Palingenius; and, among moderns, Bernard of TreFisder Basil Valentinus, Phillip Theophrastus.(i.
Paracelsus), and many others. Nor is there anytdbaty among our own contemporaries, there, niighfound
some, who, through the grace of God, daily enjag @dhcanum, though they keep it a close secret flrenworld.
But, side by side with these great Sages who haiteewtruly and uprightly concerning this Magistethere are
found many charlatans and impostors who falseltepceto have a knowledge of this Art, and, by frigkout their
lies in the phraseology of the Sages, throw dustimen's eyes, make their mouths water, and atHdag to make
good their promises. Their dupes should well potideifollowing warning: "Trust not him who distilipold out of
your money-box. If you are wise you will be on yguard against such. If you would not suffer batsland



mockery, beware of these dishonest charlatansowdhose who are simple, straightforward, and mbdeswho
has the good, enjoys it in silence." But whereyare to find such? "Seek the good; you may know thgrtheir
excelling the rest in weight, matter, and perforomhNow, since there are many students of thismut would
fain learn its secret by a true and straight peatia, are yet so bewildered by these impostors aadatans, by their
empty talk and their high pretensions, that theydibknow which way to turn: therefore | have detiered briefly
to expound the true principles of this Art. Forubb | account myself unworthy to speak of so geelsllystery, yet
I may say, without any self-glorification, thatrélugh the grace of God, | have made greater predgnehis
Magistery than most; and | consider it as my dutyto hide the talent which my Lord and Master, gheat and
good God, has committed to my unworthy keeping.tRizrreason | am willing to show the right way,Wlgich
they may attain a true knowledge of this subjexgltlovers of chemistry, and have put forth trgef Epitome and
Declaration of the Whole Art (so far as it may leenenitted to writing), in the hope that through mgans, God
may perchance open the eyes of some, and leadhekrfrom their preconceived notions to the righthpand so
manifest to them His mighty works. For the greatamvenience of the reader | will divide the wortoifiour Parts:
In the First part | will set forth the rudimentstbg Art, and the best mode of preparing oneselitsostudy.

In the Second | will shew and describe the qualitgl properties of the substance required, as ladsméethod of its
preparation and manipulation.

In the Third something will be said concerning ¢iieat utility of the Art, and its unspeakable effig and virtue.
In the Fourth will follow a Spiritual Allegory, ivhich this whole Magistery is set forth, being thee form of the
Heavenly, Everlasting, and Blessed Corner StortheoMost High. It will also contain a true, briefyd simple,
practical manual of the method of proceeding, faml no friend of many specious words.

PART I.
Who is he that fears the Lord? He will instruct himthe right path(Psalm 25.)

In the first place, let every devout and God-feguéhemist and student of this Art consider that gicanum should
be regarded, not only as a truly great, but as st hnaly Art (seeing that it typifies and shadows thie highest
heavenly good). Therefore, if any man desire tahighis great and unspeakable Mystery, he mustmdraethat it
is obtained not by the might of man, but by thecgraf God, and that not our will or desire, butydie mercy of
the Most High, can bestow it upon us. For thiseeagu must first of all cleanse your heart, lifta Him alone,
and ask of Him this gift in true, earnest, and urstimg prayer. He alone can give and bestow it.

If the omnipotent God, who is the unerring seardiell hearts, should find in you uprightnesstHailness,
sincerity, and a desire to know this Art, not fay aelfish end, but for His true honour and gldte, will doubtless
hear your prayer (according to his promise), antkad you by His Holy Spirit that you will begin tmderstand
this art, and feel that this knowledge would nevwave entered your heart if the most gracious Laudi ot
answered your petition, and revealed to you theststdnding even of the most elementary principles.

Then fall upon thy knees, and with a humble andr@erheart render to Him the praise, honour, dodygiue for
the hearing of thy prayer, and ask Him again aradraip continue to thee His grace, and to grartt dfter attaining
to full and perfect knowledge of this profound Mssst, thou mayest be enabled to use it to the glad/honour of
His most Holy Name, and for the good of thy sufigrfellow men.

Moreover, as you love your soul, beware of revegiive Mystery to any unworthy or wicked man, evethie
smallest particular, or by making him in any seagmrtaker thereof. If you in any way abuse thedjitsod, or use
it for your own glorification, you will most certally be called to account by the Almighty Giver, ammdi will think
that it would have been better for you if you hader known it.

When you have thus, as it were, devoted yourse&idd (who is not mocked), and learned to apprefistty the
aim and scope of this Art, you should, in the fpistce, strive to realise how Nature, having bestrirsorder by
God the Triune, now works invisibly day by day, andves and dwells in the will of God alone. Foram@ should
set about the study of this Art without a just agmation of natural processes. Now Nature may toelglescribed as
being one, true, simple, and perfect in her owemss, and as being animated by an invisible sfitiierefore you
would know her, you, too, should be true, singlarted, patient, constant, pious, forbearing, amghbrt, a new
and regenerate man. If you know yourself to bemswstituted and your nature adapted to Nature, yiluhave an
intuitive insight into her working, such as it wduwtherwise be impossible to obtain.

For the study of this Art is such a perfect guidl@xcellence that a good knowledge of its pringpid! (as it were,
against your will) hurry you on to an understandafigll the wonderful things of God, and teach youate all
temporal and worldly things at their true valuet B not him who desires this knowledge for thepmse of
procuring wealth and pleasure think that he wiBreattain to it. Therefore, let your mind and thiotsgoe turned



away from all things earthly, and, as it were, tedanew, and consecrated to God alone. For yauldsbbserve
that these three, body, soul, and spirit, must vtoglether in harmony if you are to bring your stadiyhis Art to a
prosperous issue, for unless the mind and hearthamdin be governed by the same law which develapwlitole
work, such an one must indubitably err in the Art.

When you are in inward harmony with God's worldiyeard conformity will not be wanting. Yet our attsan do
nothing but sow, plant, and water: God must giseititcrease. Therefore, if any one be the enemyodf @ll
Nature declares war against him; but to one wheddsod, heaven and earth and all the elementslemastheir
assistance. If you bear these things in mind, anuvithe true First Matter (of which we shall spéstkr on) you
may at once set about the practical part of thidystcalling on God for grace, direction, and guit® so that your
work may be carried successfully through all itgsts.

He that abides in the fear of the Lord, and cleaweldis Word, and waits faithfully on His officeilluransform tin

and copper into silver and gold, and will do gréfaings with the help of God: yea, with the gracdetiovah, he
will have power to make gold out of common ref(iSeclesiastes. XI.)

The Waterstone of the Wise - Part Il
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PART II.

Therefore, thus saith the Lord: Behold | lay iniZior a foundation a Stone, a tried Stone, a presicorner Stone,
a sure foundation. He that has it shall not be oconfled (Isaiah XXVII1.)

The numerous writers on our most noble Art haveengrearied of singing its praises, and inventingtfaew and
glorious names. Its most precious object they ltalled the PHILOSOPHER'S STONE, or the most ancestret,
natural, incomprehensible, heavenly, blessed, fitand triune universal Stone of the Sages.rTieaison for
naming it a stone, or likening it to a stone, was:tFirst because its original Matter is reallkitad of stone, which,
being hard and solid like a stone, may be poundstiiced to powder, and resolved into its three efgs(which
Nature herself has joined together), and then agaiybe re-combined into a solid stone of the fliitof wax: by
the skilled hand of the artist adjusting the lavNafture.

The importance of starting with an exact knowledgthe first or otherwise the second Matter of ftglosophical
Stone has been largely dwelt upon by all writershimsubject. This Matter is found in one thingt of which
alone our Stone is prepared (although it is cdifed thousand names), without any foreign admixtane its
quality, appearance, and properties have beerhtifi the following manner. It is composed ofdfithings, yet it
is only one. Likewise, having been created and neddae, two, three, four, and five, it is everywhéound in one
and two. They also call it the universal Magnesiahe seed of the world, from which all naturajealts take their
origin. Its properties are of a singular kind; fior addition to its marvelous nature and formsiheither hot and dry
like fire, nor cold and wet like water, nor colddadry like earth, but a perfect preparation otladl elements. Its
body is incorruptible, and is not destroyed by afthe four elements, but its properties far excdede of the four
elements, and the four qualities, like heaven GrdJuintessence. With respect to its outward appeat figure,
form, and shape, they call it a stone, and nobrestthey liken it to gum and white water, andhe water of the
Ocean. It is named the water of life, the purestmost blessed water, yet not the water of theddpar of any
common spring but a thick, permanent, salt, an@ @ertain sense) dry water, which wets not the harslimy
water which springs out of the fatness of the ediitewise, it is a double mercury and Azoth, whiblking
supported by the vapour or exudation of the greatedrlesser heavenly and the earthly globe, cammobnsumed
by fire. For itself is the universal and sparklitgne of the light of Nature, which has the heayepirit in itself,
with which it was animated at first by God, Whovsates all things, and is called by Avicenna, thal 8bthe
world. For as the soul lives and moves in all trembers of the body, so that spirit lives and mones|
elementary creatures, and is the indissoluble lodmddy and soul, the purest and most noble essenekich lie
hid all mysteries in their inexhaustible fullnegswarvelous virtue and efficacy. Moreover, theyrdseto it infinite
Divine power and virtue when they say that it is 8pirit of the Lord who fills the Universe, andtire beginning
moved upon the face of the waters. They also tHiki spirit of truth that is hid in the world, andnnot be
understood without the inspiration of the Holy 8pior the teaching of those who know it. It is falpotentially
everywhere, and in everything, but in all its petifen and fulness only in one thing. In shortsiti Spiritual



Essence which is neither celestial nor infernal,druaerial, pure, and precious body, in the mithdisveen the
highest and lowest, the choicest and noblest thitter heaven. But by the ignorant and the begiiethought to
be the vilest and meanest of things. It is soughhlany Sages, and found by few; suspected by tihasere far
away, and received by those that are near; seafi,iput known by few, as you may see from thedf@ihg lines:
Into three the great good is divided, yet it is camed highly esteemed by the world. Men have drbdheir eyes,
handle it with their hands, yet know it not, thoubgly constantly tread it under their feet It is tjreatest wealth,
and he who knows the Art may rival the richest.

AN ENIGMA OF THE SAGES.
In which the underlying substance of the Art, chifiee Phoenix of the Sages, is found to be thtioeefold.
If | tell you three parts of a thing you have naisa to complain. Seek one of three, and of the thine will be
there: for where there is body and soul, therels® &pirit and there shine salt, sulphur, and meyctirust my
word, seek the grass that is trefoil. Thou knowlesiname, and art wise and cunning if thou findtest

ANOTHER ENIGMA
(Much easier.)
There is one thing in this world which is found agionally. It is bluish-grey and green, and, worfdeto say, there
is in this thing a red and white colour. It flowikd water, yet it makes not wet ; it is of greatgh¢ and of small. |
might give it a thousand names, yet the thousand knnot. It is mean to look upon, yet to the Sageprecious.
He who solves it with the second and condensethithe third, he has our glorious subject.

YET ANOTHER ENIGMA.
Everything contributes to the formation of thisr&olt is conceived below the earth, born in theteajuickened in
heaven, dies in time, obtains eternal glory

Now when you have the substance indicated (whiah figrt heavenly in part earthly, and in its natstate a mere
confused chaos without certain name or colour),larwv it well (for this knowledge the Sages haweaals
accounted the Principal part of this work, then yaust give your whole mind to manipulating it irethroper
manner. But before doing anything to it with hisitig, the student should remember not to beginrygapation of
this great and inscrutable arcanum before he kweslisthe spirit that lurks in it according to itssential qualities
and properties. "With this spirit," says a certaflosopher, "you should not meddle until you finstve a full and
exact knowledge of it. For God is marvellous in Wigrks, and He is not mocked, | could give soméaimses of
men who set about this matter with great levity ewede heavily punished by meeting (some or thert) faital
accidents in their laboratories. For this workaslight thing, as many suppose, perhaps, becaesgapes have
called it child's play. Those to whom God has réae#alis secrets may indeed find the experiment Erapd easy.
But do thou carefully beware of exposing thysel§teat danger by unseasonable carelessness. Ratjierthy
work with reverent fear and awe and with earnesyer, and then thou wilt lie in little danger."

Now when you have exercised yourself with exceeditigence in the oratory, the matter being reamydur hand,
go into the laboratory, take the substance indiaad set to work in the following manner.

Above all things you must let it be your first otjéo solve this substance (or first Entity, whibke Sages have also
called the highest natural good). Then it must irggd of its watery and earthy nature (for at firsijppears an
earthy, heavy, thick, slimy, and misty body), aiidret is thick, nebulous, opaque, and dark imitst be removed,
that thus, by a final sublimation, the heart amemsoul contained in it may be separated and esbteca Precious
essence. All this can be accomplished with ourie@md Catholic water, which in its refluent couns@ates and
fertilizes the whole earth, and is sweet, beaytdigar, limpid, and brighter than gold, silverttaancles, or
diamonds. This blessed water is enclosed and cwtan our Matter.

Then the extracted Heart, Soul, and Spirit museanore be distilled and condensed into one by their proper
salt (which in the interior of the substance istfof a blood-red colour, but then becomes of ghtriclear, and
transparent white, and is called by the Sages alteoSWisdom). You have thus first, by what isledlthe anterior
process, separated the pure from the impure, sstddindered the visible invisible, then, agaie, ithvisible visible
or palpable (but yet no longer so gross and shapale it was at first), and it is now a bright badth a pleasant,
penetrating smell, and withal so subtle and etthé¢ne if it were not fixed it would evaporate avahish away. For
this reason the Sages call it mercurial water, atewof the sun, or mercury of the sun, or meraidithe wise. But
so long as it remains in the aforesaid form it wipifiused as a medicine, produce no good efferttrdiher act as a
poison. If, therefore, you wish to enjoy its glarsovirtue, and manifold power, you must subjett some further
chemical processes.



For this purpose you must diligently observe thekivmy of Nature (extending over a considerablequecf time),
and strictly follow her guidance. When you have tkmowledge, you should take two parts of the afaice
prepared aqueous matter, and again three diffeeetg The first two parts you should keep; butmthree parts
add another matter, viz., the most precious anisheliyy endowed Body of Gold, which is most intimgtakin to the
First Matter. Of this add one twelfth for the fifstmentation; for both, the spiritual and heavemgpared
substance, and this earthly Body of Gold, musbireef together, and coagulated into one body.

But it should be noted that common gold is uselessthis purpose, being unsuitable and dead. Fargh it has
been declared by God the Omnipotent to be the presious and beautiful of metals, yet so long ¢syihid in the
mine its perfect growth and development was hirdldbaily use, moreover, blunts its indwelling posiaramely,
sulphur, or its soul, and it is continually becoghnimingled and defiled with other things that aneign to its
nature. Hence it becomes daily more and more tombe the subject of art. You must, therefore, sealbtain gold
which has a pure, living spirit, and of which thaphur is not yet weakened and sophisticated,$optife and clear
(by passing through antimony, or by the heavensaimre of Saturn, and being purged of all its eefént):
otherwise the first substance, being spiritual etiereal, will not combine with it. For this Magisy deals only
with pure bodies, and suffers no unclean thing,m@aror around it.

Now when these unequal parts of the water and (@lifii¢ring not only in quality, but also in quartitfor the first
is, after its preparation, ethereal, thin, sul#lgl soft, while the other is very heavy, firm add) have been
combined in a solutory alembic, and reduced toydiguid or amalgam, they should be left six oresevays
exposed to gentle heat of at least a tepid charaldten take one part of the three parts of wated, pour it into a
round, oval glass phial, similar to an egg in shapk the tempered liquid in the midst thereof, dale it once
more for six or seven days; the Body of the Suhtén be gradually dissolved by the water. Theogupoth will
begin to combine, and one will mingle with the athe gently and insensibly as ice with warm wal&is union
the Sages have shadowed out in various ways, kel it, for instance, to the wedlock of a bridd aridegroom
(as in the Song of Solomon). When this is done,thddhird part (which you have kept) to the rest, not all at
once, or in one day, but in seven different instaltts: otherwise the Body would become too ligait] entirely
corrupted by too much moisture.

For as seed, when cast into the ground, is destragd rendered useless by an excess of moisturaemdo our
work cannot prosper unless the water is judicioasiginistered. All this being done, let the phialdarefully
closed and sealed, to prevent the compound fromogating or losing its odour; and place it in thenface, there
exposing it to a gentle, continuous, airy, vaporeus! well-tempered heat, resembling the degreeaith with
which the hen hatches her eggs.

[NOTE. The Sages have said much about vaporoysifivieh they have called the fire of wisdom, whismot
elementary or material, but (according to themgpsal and preternatural. They also call it theiD@fire, i.e., the
water of mercury, roused into action by commonfiBigest and heat it well, yet take care that nofi¢ is
sublimed, or, in the parabolic language of the Sathat the wife does not rule the husband, andhieshusband
does not abuse his authority over the wife, &¢.you do this, the whole will proceed normally, out any
interference on your part (except that, of couyse, must keep up the fire). At first the earthlydgof the Sun is
totally solved, and decomposed, and robbed otrahgth (the Body, which was first of a muddy imipyr
changing to a coal-black colour, called by the Sabe Raven's Head, within the space of forty days] is thus
despoiled of its Soul. The Soul is borne upward, #we Body, being severed from the Soul, lies one time, as if
dead, at the bottom of the still, like ashes. Bthe fire is increased, and well tempered, thel §adually
descends again in drops, and saturates and moitgd@dy, and so prevents it from being completalyned and
consumed. Then, again, it ascends and descengwoitess being repeated seven times. The temperaurmust
keep at the same point from beginning to end. Haletely - for it is of the greatest importance tha influence of
the fire should be brought to bear gently and ga#iguln the meantime you will observe various clieahchanges
(e.g., of colour) in the distilling vessel, to whigou must pay careful attention. For if they appealue order, it is
a sign that your undertaking will be brought toragperous issue.

First there appear granular bodies like fishessetyen a circle around the substance, whichssrddish, then
turns white, then green and yellow like a peacadlitsthen a dazzling white, and finally a deeg reintil at last,
under the rarefying influence of the fire, the Samdl Spirit are combined with their Body, that l&the bottom,
into a fixed and indissoluble Essence, which urind conjunction cannot be witnessed without unspaak
admiration and awe. Then you will behold the refied, quickened, perfected, and glorified Body, ethis of a
most beautiful purple colour (like cochineal), atdtincture has virtue to change, tinge, and ewery imperfect
body, as we shall hereafter show more in detailelMihus, by the grace and help of God, you havpilyagitained
the goal of your labours, and found the PhoenithefSages, you should once more return thanksrtowith your
whole heart, and use His unspeakable gift solalie glory, and for the advantage of your suffgrirethren.



Thus | have most faithfully explained to you theoléhprocess by which this most noble Art, and highe
achievement, to wit, the Egg of the Sages, or Bbjpber's Stone, may be begun and successfully etedpl

If, however, during the operation, any accidentaslhap should occur, it must be seen to in timelse the
chemical process will never be brought to perfectlbyou

(1) observe that before the compound is solvedtamad black, anything is sublimed, or evaporatedoonething
resembling a red oil floats on the surface of thlestance (which is a bad sign);

or (2) if before or after it has turned white,ltris red too suddenly;

or (3) if, towards the end, it does not properlpgalate;

or (4) if the substance is so strongly affectedheyheat that, being taken out, it does not inktanélt on red hot
iron like wax, but tinges and colours the iron, afigérwards will not remain fixed in the fire - yotay regard all
these indications as symptoms of a false compaositiw temperature, or of some kind or other ofleasmess.

If these defects are not immediately seen to, thi#hyspeedily become incorrigible. A cunning adspbuld be
acquainted with the various devices by which they ime remedied; and | will recount them here fershke of the
beginner.

If one or more of the above defects are obseryedwhole compound must again be taken out of tied, @nd
once more solved in the aforesaid water of mer¢aiso called virgin's milk, or the milk, blood, amdeat of the
First Matter, or the never-failing fountain, or tivater of life, which nevertheless contains the thmaalignant
poison); with this water it must once more be nayised and saturated, and then subjected to thenaxftibe fire,
until there is no longer any sublimation or forroatof gaseous vapours; or till the final coagulatias duly taken
place, as described above. Of its subsequent feéatimmand multiplication, and of its uses, mord & said in the
third part.

Of the time required for the whole process, itipossible to say anything very definite; and, intjeke Sages have
put forward the most conflicting opinions on thi@n - no doubt because some have been occupibdtianger
than others. But if any man will carefully obsetiie working of Nature, and be guided by her teaghémd in all
things hold a middle course, he will gain his obgmoner than one that trusts too blindly to hisiavisdom.

But | tell thee not to go beyond the middle poifithe letter X either in the former or latter stagfehe operation,
but to take one half (V) for the time of the sabutiand the other half for the composition. Themjagfor the final
union, the number XX should be thy guide (unlesgting unforeseen should occur). Be satisfied witt space
of time. On the other hand, do not try to hurrytiee consummation, for one hour's mistake may thtme back a
whole month. If thou strivest unduly to shorten tinee thou wilt produce an abortion. Many persoagd) through
their ignorance, or self-opinionated haste, obthméihilixir instead of the hoped for Elixir.

In view of the importance of this magical sciendeave thought it right to lay this before the soh&nowledge,
for their careful consideration.

RIDDLE.
There are seven cities, seven metals, seven daysha number seven; seven letters, seven woktslér meet,
seven times, and as many plates; seven herbs, aggeand seven stones. Divide seven by threethemdshalt be
wise. No one will then strive to precipitate théfhim brief, all will proceed favourably in thisumber.

In the following lines the whole Process is briedlgscribed:--

(1) -THE FIRST STAGE.

"Dissolve your substance, and then let it be deas®g ; then let it be distilled, and once more emséd.”

(1) -THE SECOND STAGE.

"Combine two things, decompose them, let them becolack. Digest them and change them to white ly gkill;
at last let the compound change to a deep reil Hetcoagulated, and fix it; and you will be adaved man. If,
afterwards, you cause it to ferment, you will haeaducted the whole work prosperously. Then timgeawith
whatsoever you will, and it will multiply to youfinite treasure."

Or, more briefly, thus:-
"Seek three in one, again seek one in three; Dissahd condense, and thou shalt be master ofrttie A

A Riddle in which also the Process is indicated :-

"A spirit is given for a time to the body, and tlsgirit is the life of a soul. If the spirit drawe soul to itself, they
ore both severed from the body. Then are there thbb@ling in the same place, until the precious/bsdlissolved,
and is decomposed and dies. But after a time tini¢ @pd the soul are brought back by gentle warrattd hold
once more their former seat. Then you have thenees@o perfection is wanting, and the work is ifjled by a



joyful end."

"My son, give me thy heart, and let thine eyes oleseny ways." (Proverbs XXIII.)

The Waterstone of the Wise - Part Il
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PART III.
Who, has seen Him that he should tell of Him? Waroexalt Him according to His greatness? We sedHmut
smallest of His works: those that are much greaterhidden from us. For God has made all, and gives
understanding thereof to those that fear H{®irach xliii.)

Concerning the end of this great Art, and the d&pek, virtue, efficacy, and unspeakable utilityted marvellous
Philosopher's Stone, much has been written: yehbame been able to tell out its thought-surpasglary or to
adequately set forth its fame. All Sages have deghit as the chief felicity that this earth cafoed, without which
no one can attain perfection in this world. For Mous says: "He who has this Stone has all, andsnee other
help." For it includes all temporal felicity, bogihealth, and solid good fortune.

They have also commended the Stone for that thi2 apd efficacy which lie concealed in it are 8prit of the
Quintessence of all things beneath the disc ofrtben; on this account they say that it upholdssttye and moves
the sea. They also describe it as the most eleembst subtle, the purest, and noblest of alh&@venly spirits, to
which all the rest yield obedience as to their Kithgit bestows on men all health and prosperitgishall diseases,
gives to the God-fearing temporal honour and a ldagbut to the wicked, who abuse it, eternalishment. It is
also extolled by the Sages because it has nevarkmesvn to fail of effecting its purpose, but isifal to be in all
proved, perfect, and unerring. Therefore HermesAaislotle call it the true, undeceiving, and ulifay arcanum of
all arcana, the Divine Virtue which is hidden fraine foolish. In brief, they have designated it ¢theef of all things
under heaven, the marvellous conclusion or epilajwl philosophic works. Hence some devout Sdge®
affirmed, that it was Divinely revealed to Adamddry him handed down to all the holy Patriarchs.

For by its aid Noah is said to have built the Avlgses the Tabernacle with all its golden vesseld,%olomon the
Temple, besides accomplishing many other greatgjéashioning many precious ornaments, and proguion
himself long life and boundless riches.

Moreover, the Sages own that through its meansitheynted the seven liberal arts, and sought arteirodxd
sustenance for themselves. God gave them thithgifthey might not be hindered in their researdyegoverty, or
driven to flatter the rich for the sake of gainddahus become contemptible, and as a jest or bghwolis sight.
The Stone enabled them to discern the great mgstefithe Divine wonders, and the inexhaustiblieescof the
Divine Glory. By it their hearts were roused arnidatl up to a more intimate knowledge of God. Faytsought
not to obtain great wealth, or the honour and piessof this world, but all their delight was t@seh out and
contemplate the marvellous secrets of Nature. Teggrded the works of God with very different eyey] in a
very different manner than most men in our own sinveho, alas, look on them like cows or calves, pundue the
study of our noble Art for the sake of wealth, amchporal advantage and pleasure. But they will nérd what
they seek. For God gives not this gift to the witkeho despise His word, but to the godly who sttiv live
honestly and quietly in this wicked and impure wpdnd to lend a helping hand to the needy bretlmenn the
words of the poet:

"God gives this Art to the sincere and good, nor tbee world purchase it with all its gold. The vallknow nothing
of this Mystery, for if any man be impious, he se#te Stone in vain. He who holds it in silence kswehere he
would, and fears neither accidents, nor thievesang evil. For this reason this sacred gift isnged to few: it is in
the hands of God, and He gives it to whomsoevewHe

Much has been said concerning the operation, vieme utility of this Art in a variety of writingahich have
heretofore seen the light, as, for example, untatwehitent the said Stone, prepared and made mameptrfect,
becomes a medicine which is above every mediciriead been denominated the universal panacea,itt wht
only all diseases yield (as, for instance, lepm@asy gout), but by the use of which, old men maybheeyoung
again, recover their lost faculties, and their ferrstrength, and by which those who are alreadydeald may be
revivified and quickened. But, as | am no physicianill forbear to give an opinion on this poifithat the Stone
has this virtue, every one that possesses it cmoder for himself. | prefer to set down a few alatons
concerning those qualities and uses of the Storiehvelie known to me by daily experience.



In the first place, the practice of this Art enables to understand, not merely the marvels of Matwit the nature
of God Himself, in all its unspeakable glory. laslows forth, in a wonderful manner, how man isithage of the
most Holy Trinity, the essence of the Holy Trinignd the Oneness of Substances in that Trinitwedisas the
difference of Persons; the Incarnation of the Sdd@erson of the Holy Trinity, His Nativity, Passjdeath, and
Resurrection; His Exaltation and the Eternal Happéwon by Him for us men; also our purificatioonfroriginal
sin, in the absence of which purification all gaadions of men would be vain and void - and, ieball the
articles of the Christian faith, and the reason wian must pass through much tribulation and angaisth fall a
prey to death, before he can rise again to a rfewAil this we see in our Art as it were in a roirras we shall take
occasion to set forth in our Fourth Part. Secoritdygarthly and natural use consists in changinghaerfect
metals, by means of its tincture, into pure anddsgdld, as | will try to show as briefly as | can.

The Stone or Elixir cannot be used for this purdagée form in which we left it at the completiofthe previous
stage of our process; but it should be still furieemented and augmented: in the following manasmtherwise it
could not be conveniently applied to imperfect rsesad bodies.

Take one part of the Essence, and add to it thaete pf purest gold, which has been purged andechély means of
antimony, and reduced to very thin plates. Let thenplaced together in the crucible.

Thereupon the whole compound will be transformed épure and efficacious Tincture, which, whenliggdpo
base metals, in the ratio of 1::1000, will chartgent into pure gold.

Note - The purer the metals are, and the greaddr dfffinity to our substance, the more easilythey received by
the Tincture, and the more perfect and rapid iptioeess of regeneration. For the transformatiowsists in all that
is impure and unsuitable being purged off, andctep like dress in the same manner flawed stonebea
transmuted into precious diamonds, and commonalrgah be so tinged as to become equal to the pnesibus
stones.

Moreover, many other things may be done with thecflire which must not be revealed to the wickeddvdrhese
virtues of the Stone, and others of a like king, lanked upon as the least important by the Sagekby all
Christians on whom God has bestowed this most quegjift. Such men think them vile indeed when carad
with the knowledge of God and of His works whiclafforded by the Stone.

For let me tell you that he on whom the Most Higis lsonferred the knowledge of this Mystery estesmie
money and earthly riches as lightly as the dithefstreets. His heart and all his desires arelygon seeing and
enjoying the heavenly reality of which all thesmgs are but a figure; as Solomon, the wisest sewdings,
testifies in chapter vii. of the Book of Wisdom, @vk he says: "I preferred wisdom before sceptrdgtaones, and
esteemed riches nothing in comparison of her. Meitompared | unto her any precious stone, beadugeld in
respect of her is as a little sand, and silverldfeatounted as clay before her." Those, therethet,desire this Art
as a means of procuring temporal honour, pleasmkwealth, are the most foolish of men; and traayrever
obtain that which they seek at so great an expehs®mney, time, and trouble, and which fills thieérarts, their
minds, and all their thoughts. For this reasonSages have expressed a profound contempt for wavietlth (not
as though it were in itself a bad thing, seeing ithia highly commended in Holy Scripture as acadent gift of
God, but because of its vile abuse). They despideetause it seemed to hinder men from followimgy good and
the true, and to introduce a mischievous confusitmtheir conceptions of right and wrong. Thesesas of money
the illustrious Marcellus Palingenius Stellatus besphically described in the poem entitled thediZo of Life",
under the sign of Sagittarius, where he draws i@ yiicture of the evils of avarice. To this poemduld therefore
refer the gentle reader.

From this poem we may gather how lightly this digtished man, though evidently a possessor ofttheeSas
appears out of his "Zodiac of Nature", held gold aitver, and all things temporal, in respect ofug.

Nor is his case by any means exceptional. All Sagee regarded wisdom, and the knowledge of hegbinlgs,
as far better than the transient things of eartt,feve so ordered their lives and actions thtitealast they might
obtain immortality and eternal glory. This feeliisgwell expressed by Solomon, in his Book of Proggcp. xvi.),
where he says: "How much better is it to get wisdbam gold ! and to get understanding rather toHmsen than
silver!" - and again in the xxii. chapter: "A goodme is rather to be chosen than great richeskrzmdledge rather
than silver and gold." The same aspiration promghedollowing words of the son of Sirach: "Seet tth@u keep a
good name, for it is better than a thousand treasof gold." By reason of these and other virtubglresult from
the philosophy of the Stone, the Sages have neeari@d of extolling its marvellous excellence; émely have
taken great pains to make it known to the worthygrider that its wisdom might be accepted and jwabt
exhibited by them. But to the foolish everythingiscure and difficult to be understood. This & dist of the first
six chapters of Solomon's Book of Proverbs, wheredys that men should strain every nerve to atiaour
wisdom. In the Book of Ecclesiastes, too, he useddllowing words: "My son, be satisfied with ady station:



for it is better than all that this world desir&&ie greater thou art, the more humble thyself,@ad will give thee
grace. For the Lord is a most High God, and doeatghings through the lowly."
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PART IV.

"I will open my mouth in parables, and declare gisinidden from the foundation of the world." (PsaXXVIII.
and Matthew XIII.)

When it pleases Almighty God by His Divine Wordnbake known unto the human race His marvellous, ,cemp
celestial mysteries, He is wont to do so in paskdad to shadow forth His meaning in things faanito our eyes
which are depicted visibly before us. For instamdeen pronouncing upon Adam in Paradise, afteFdik the
sentence of death, He told him that as he was madiédormed of dust, he should also return to ddsist being a
thing which in itself has no life. Again, when prizsing to Abraham an innumerable posterity, He tHated His
meaning by pointing to the stars of the heaveress#md of the sea shore, and the dust of the datthe same
manner, God made use of divers precious typesdiaideg His will to the children of Israel througire Prophets.
This practice was also adopted in the New Testalmehrist Himself - the Foundation and Expressdenaf the
Truth - who set forth His teaching in parablesiidey that it might be better understood. So He @mepHis
Divine and Blessed Gospel - the highest happinEssa - to seed that is sown in a field, amongstivthe enemy
scatters evil seed; to a hidden treasure; to d pegreat price; to a grain of wheat; to a mustsedd; to leaven, etc.
[Cf. Luke viii. Matthew xiii. and xxii Luke xix. M&hew xx.]

The Kingdom of Heaven He describes under the inohgegreat Wedding Feast. The Christian Churchinadite
compares to a Vineyard, and to a King calling upiznservants to render up an account. He alsotbsesmilitude
of a noble lord who entrusted his goods to hisa®is; of a lost sheep, a prodigal son, and otHfeasimilar nature.
[Cf. Matthew xviii. Luke xvi Matthew xxv. Luke xvii Mark xii. Luke xviii. Luke X.]

These types and similitudes were given to us onwatoof our human infirmity, which prevents us from
understanding and picturing to ourselves the thofdseaven. And since it is God's wont to revea Hind in
parables and figures, we can but regard it aspid@e with all the other dealings of God, that@eef Good, His
Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who byadiedience saved all mankind from eternal deathrestored to
us the Kingdom of Heaven, should have expressea#tige in a concrete bodily form. This is the ¢ggemystery
of Almighty God, and the highest and worthiest cbjgf knowledge.

[Ephesians iii. Collossians i. Isaiah xlv.: "Leetheavens drop down from above, and let the skiesgiown
righteousness. Let the earth open and bring foetSaviour."]

And although this great Good had been prefiguragstm the Old Testament by types such as thefisacaf I1saac,
the ladder of Jacob, the betrayal and wonderfult&tan of Joseph the brazen serpent, Samson, DarndlJonah:
yet, besides all these, Almighty God deigned tegis a fuller revelation and a corporal, visibled apprehensible
idea of His heavenly treasures and gifts in thed&reof His Son. This earthly and bodily manifestatiHe plainly
foretold in the Prophet Isaiah (chapter. xxviiiBehold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a corneoisg, a tried stone, a
sure foundation: he that believeth shall not masén” To the same effect the Royal Seer Davidkspélaough the
Holy Spirit, in Psalm cxviii.: "The Stone which thailders rejected is become the head stone afdheer. This is
the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyadis type, the aforesaid Corner Stone, Christiappo Himself
(Matthew xxi.) when He says: "Have ye never reathnScriptures? The Stone that the builders rejeistbecome
the chief stone of the corner. This is the Lordig, and it is marvellous in our eyes. And whoseshall fall on
this Stone shall be broken; but on whomsoeverall all it shall grind him to powder." And Petekdts, iv.) and
Paul in his Epistle to the Romans ix. repeat alrttestsame words.

This tried, blessed, and heavenly Stone Jesust@asslongingly expected from the beginning of Wald by the
Fathers and Holy Patriarchs; God-enlightened mayeat that they might be accounted worthy to se@tbmised
Christ in His bodily and visible form. And if theightly knew Him by the Holy Spirit, they were coanfed by His
presence in their lives, and had an invisible Ftien whom they could stay themselves, as uponréugdifulcrum,
in trouble and danger even unto the end of thigrr [i

But although that heavenly Stone was bestowed liy&&a free gift on the whole human race, theagctvell as
the poor (Matthew xi., 6.); yet to this very dayrquaratively few have been able to know and apprh#m. To



the majority of mankind He has always been a hidsmet, and a grievous stumbling block, as Isfaiedtold in
his eighth chapter: "He shall be for a stone ofndtiing and a rock of offence, a gin and a snar¢habmany shall
stumble and fall, and be broken, and be snaredbandken."” The same was revealed to the aged 8jmdm®n he
spake thus to Mary, the Mother of the Corner St6Behold, He shall be for a fall and rising agafm@any in
Israel, and for a sign that shall be spoken agimistthis St. Paul also bears witness (Romans'ixhey fell from
the Stone of offence, and the rock of stumblingtliég believes in Him shall not be confounded."sT&ione is
precious to them that believe, but to the unbatigVia stone of offence and stumbling, seeing tirey ire broken
against the word, and believe not in Him on whoeytare founded (Ecclessiastes xliii.)." In all énesspects the
Precious, Blessed, and Heavenly Stone agrees noostarfully with our earthly, corporal, and philosigal Stone;
and it is, therefore, well worth our while to compaur Stone with its Heavenly prototype. We stials
understand that the earthly philosophical Stortkadrue image of the real, spiritual, and heav&tbne Jesus
Christ.

Thus, then, those who would truly know and prephedfirst Matter of the Philosopher's Stone (thiefcand
principal mystery of this earth) must have a dewght into the nature of things, just as those wbald know the
Heavenly Stone (i.e., the indissoluble, triune psseof the true and living God) must have a profbsiiritual
insight into the things of heaven: hence we saiolinfirst part, that the student of our Art musstfhave a
thorough knowledge of Nature and her propertiea.rifan would come to know the highest good, he nigistly
know, first God, and then himself (Acts xvii: "Fior Him we live," etc.). If anyone learn to know tsgif and God
(i.e. our duty as men, our origin, the end of oging, and our affinity to God), he has the higtsesiolarship,
without which it is impossible to obtain happinesisher in this world, or in the world to come.

If we would find that high and heavenly Stone, westremember that, as our earthly Philosophicaié&ts to be
sought in one thing and two things, which are mi¢h everywhere, so we must look for Him nowhereinuhe
eternal Word of God, and the Holy Scripture (catmsgsof the Old and New Testaments) - as God thbdfa
testified at His Transfiguration on Mount Tabor ({fd&., Luke ix.), when He said: "This is My Belod&on: hear
ye Him." In the same way Christ, the essential eednal Word of God, speaks of Himself: "No one esno the
Father, but by Me" - according to the Scripture, ithfallible testimony of the Divine Word (Isaiakxiv.). In Isaiah
viii. we find the words: "to the Law and the Testiny." And Christ, the aforesaid Corner Stone, beatrsess to
the necessity of Scripture, when He says: "Sedrelstriptures, for in them ye believe that ye heteenal life, and
it is they that testify of Me." Therefore, Davidysan Psalm cxix., long before the coming of Chrisy delight, O
Lord, is in Thy commandments, for they are my celloss; Thy word is a lamp unto my feet; | rejoioghe way
of Thy testimonies more than in great riches. Alsmnsider Thy ways, and walk in Thy testimonifgS&nesis xiii.
Psalm xlv. Isaiah ix, 49. Jeremiah xxxii. John &, Romans ix. |. Corinthians v.]

Moreover, when and where the First Matter of tliavenly Stone was founded (“from the beginnindghefworld"),
is expressly set forth in several passages of Bohpture, especially in the fifth chapter of MicdWWhose goings
forth have been from of old; from everlasting." Whbe Jews asked the Corner Stone Himself who He Ma
answered: "l that speak to you was from the begmhiand again: "Before Abraham was, | am." Froesth
passages it follows that He had His being, wittbeginning, from all eternity, and that He wiligdthroughout
all eternity.

And although this knowledge is to be found and ibleid nowhere but in the Old and New Testamentsgntiesless
he who would gain it must proceed with the greatast (II. Timothy, lit), for one false step mayder all our
subsequent labour useless. He who would gain @&galdderstanding of the word of truth, should hiireeeyes of
his soul opened, and his mind illumined by the irdndaght (I. John, v.) which God has kindled in dw@arts from
the beginning; for he who strives to obtain thiswitedge without the Divine light, may easily mista®aul for
Paul, and choose a false road instead of the pigiit This happens continually in regard to outhaStone. Ten
persons may read the same description of it, ahdnfg one may read the words aright. So the mgjafi mankind
daily miss the knowledge of the Heavenly Stone;bsmtause it is not before their eyes, but becdwesehave not
eyes to see it. Therefore Christ says: (Luke Xih€e'eye is the light of the body, and if the eyalagk the whole
body will be full of darkness." In the seventeedltiapter of the same Gospel He says: "Behold thgdkim of God
is within you." From these words it most clearlyeprs that the knowledge of the light in man moste from
within, and not from without.

The external object, as they say, or the lettenriten for the sake of our infirmity, as a furthed to the implanted
light of grace (Matthew xxiv.), as also the outwapbken word is used as an auxiliary means focdin@eyance
and advancement of knowledge. For example, if dendmd a black tablet were put before you, andwene asked
to say which was white and which black, you woubd Ime able to answer the question if you had nuipus
knowledge of those colours; your ability to do somes, not from looking at the tablets, but from khowledge
that before was in your mind. The object only stipsyour perceptive faculty, and calls out the kleulge that



before was in you, but does not of itself affordttknowledge. In the same way, if any one put yator hand a
flint, and asked you to bring outward and visibite but of it for him, you would be unable to dowithout the
steel that belongs to it, with which you would haweslicit the spark slumbering in the stone. Mo you would
have to catch and fan it into flame on a piecerafdr - or else the spark would immediately varghin. If you do
this, you will have a bright fire, and so long asikeep it up, you will be able to do with it whate you like. In the
same manner, the heavenly light slumbers in theamusoul, and must be struck out by outward contectely, by
the true faith, through reading and hearing, anoutph the Holy Spirit whom Christ restored to usj @romised to
give us (John xiv.: "No man comes to the Fatherlyune™), and to put into our dark, but still glowgihearts, as
into a kind of tinder, where He may be fanned aindlkd into a bright flame, working the will of Gad our souls.
For He delights to dwell in light unapproachableg in the hearts of believers. Although no man éex, or ever
can, see God with his outward bodily eyes, yet Withinward eyes of the soul He may well be seenkaown.

But notwithstanding that inward light casts itsgti beams over the whole world, and into the hefeevery man
without any difference, the world, by reason ofiitsate corruptness, cannot see it rightly, andses to
acknowledge it; and on this account so many fatskpernicious notions are current concerning it. \Be shall do
well to consider that God has, not without a goorppse, furnished our heads with two eyes and aws; éor He
would thereby teach us that man has a double vaigna double hearing; namely, the outward andhtiard.

With the inward he is to judge spiritual thingsdahe outward is also to perform its own propeiceff The same
distinction we find in the spirit and the letter®¢ripture. For this reason | thought fit to expltiis matter for the
sake of students of the simple sort, who mightmtiee be at a loss to apprehend the full signitieaof the triune
Stone.

Again, as the substance of the earthly Stone limgptaiccounted of in the world, and rejected byrtiagority of
mankind, so Christ, the eternal Word of the Fathed the Heavenly Triune Stone, is lightly esteemetis world,
and scarcely even looked at; nay, we may say ththing is so profoundly and utterly despised by kiaah, as the
Saving Word of God. Hence (Corinthians |, 2) itéled foolishness by the wise of this world. Neitionly
contemned and regarded as worthless; it is evestpbed and laid under a ban, like some false icatetoctrine,
and it is grievous for a God-fearing man to listemhe blasphemous words that are spoken agaifitithe
believer must be tried by it, and the world siftadits appearance. So St. John says (cp. i.): ‘dfeecunto His own,
and they received Him not;" and again: "He wash&world, and the world knew Him not."

Again, as the physical and earthly water-Stondef3ages has, on account of its unsearchable excellbeen
called by a great variety of names by the multitatiphilosophers, so the Heavenly Light, the on@fNen and
llluminant, whose riches and glory are past finding, is designated in Holy Scripture by a largebar of titles.
We will go through the most important names of batte Philosopher's Stone is called the most ahenret or
unknown, natural, incomprehensible, heavenly, eléssacred Stone of the Sages. It is describediag true,
more certain than certainty itself, the arcanuralbércana - the Divine virtue and efficacy, whisthidden from
the foolish, the aim and end of all things undeaves, the wonderful epilogue or conclusion of ladl tabours of the
Sages - the perfect essence of all the elemeetimndestructible body which no element can injtine,
quintessence; the double and living mercury whia$ ih itself the heavenly spirit - the cure forialkound and
imperfect metals - the everlasting light - the pag@afor all diseases - the glorious Phoenix - thstmprecious of
treasures - the chief good of Nature - the univérgae Stone, which is naturally composed of ¢htleings, and,
nevertheless, is but one - nay, is generated angyht forth of one, two, three, four, and five the writings of the
Sages we may also find it spoken of as the Cathdignesia, or the seed of the world, and under no#imgr names
and titles of a like nature, which we may best syimand comprehend in the perfect number of onestirdi And
as the earthly Philosopher's Stone and its substaaee a thousand names, so an infinite varietifle$ is even
more justly predicated of the Chief Good of theugnse. For He is God, the Word of God, the EteBual, the real,
eternal, tried, and precious corner and found&a®itmme which the builders refused and rejected sHiruge, and
more ancient than all things seeing that He wagsrbdhe foundation of the world, and from everlagtiHe is the
true, hidden, and unknown God, supernatural, incehgnsible, heavenly, blessed, and highly praideds the
only Saviour, and the God of Gods (DeuteronomySure He is, and true, and cannot lie (Numbers. xRbmans
iii.). He is the only Potentate who does what Hi, wtcording to His good pleasure. He is secreteternal, and in
Him lie hid all the treasures and mysteries of klsmlge (Romans xvi., Collossians ii.). He is theydbivine virtue
and omnipotence, which is unknown to the fooligithe wise of this world. He is the only true esseof all
elements, seeing that of Him all things are anceveeeated (Romans ii., James i.). He is the quete=, the
essence of all essences, and yet Himself not ames®f anything. He has in Himself the HeavenlyiSphich
quickens all things with life itself (Wisdom viilsaiah xlii., John xiv.). He is the one perfect ®av of all imperfect
bodies and men, the true heavenly physician o$th#, the eternal light that lights all men (Isabah John i.), the
universal Remedy of all diseases, the true splirfiaaacea. He is the glorious Phoenix that quiclkerbsrestores



with His own blood His little ones whom the old Bent, the Devil, had wounded and killed. He isgheatest
treasure, and the best thing in heaven or upoh,ah# triune universal essence, called Jehovélore the Divine
essence - of two, God and Man - of three, namebetPersons - of four, namely three Persons, aadorine
Substance - of five, namely of three Persons, anm® and one Human Substance. He is also theQatlolic
Magnesia, or universal seed of the world, of Whtimgugh Whom, and to Whom are all things in heaaeth upon
earth - the Alpha and Omega, the beginning anemide says the Lord that is, and was, and is to ctime
Almighty (Apoc. i.).

But again, as in the case of the philosophical wibik not enough for anyone to know its substaame its triune
essence, with the quality and property theredigeitioes not also know where to obtain it, and fmbecome a
partaker of its benefits - which can only be daseywe said above, by dissolving the substancetstbree parts,
decomposing it, and so depriving it of its caligisshadow and hirsute essence, subliming its imidelen heart
and soul by means of the sweet, universal, fiegsime water (extracted from itself) into a volatigsence - so we
cannot know that glorious triune Essence, callémbah, unless the image of Him is first dissolvad purified in
our own souls, the veil of Moses (i.e., our ownmgate sinfulness which prevents us from seeing&3atde is)
being taken away, and our inner heart and sougbaimified, cleansed, and sublimed by the Diviheilination of
Him that dwells within, namely, Christ, who wasloes hearts like pure water (Isaiah xliv.), andsfihem with His
sweet and gentle comfort. So you first behold thatky but afterwards the love of God.

Once more: As our Matter, in the philosophical wafter being dissolved into its three parts ongples, must
again be coagulated and reduced into its own preglderand into one essence, which is then catledgalt of the
Sages: so God, and His Son, must be known as @maedans of their essential substance, and mustenmgarded
as two or three Divinities, possessing more thanessence. When you have thus known God througBdtisand
united them by the bond of the Holy Spirit, Goah@slonger invisible, or full of wrath, but you mésel His love,
and, as it were, see Him with your eyes, and hadidtewith your hands, in the person of Jesus Chirl Son and
express image. But even this knowledge of the BiBod will avail you little, unless you continueadvance and
grow in His grace, for God otherwise will be stétrible, and as it is said of Him (Deuteronomy ¥8), "a
consuming fire." For as the substance of the Sades, all the changes that it has undergone,dsilimore harm
than good as a medicine applied to the body, wittimifinal preparation, so unless you fully andgely
apprehend Christ, the mere knowledge of Him willdt¢o your condemnation rather than to the salaagfoyour
soul (I. John, iv.). Therefore if you wish to beampartaker of Christ, and if you desire to pass@sl enjoy His
heavenly gifts and treasures, you must advandeeipérsonal knowledge of Christ, and look upon Hiot,merely
as a pure and immaterial Spirit, but as the Sawdhw in the fulness of time took upon Himself a lamiody, and
became the Son of Man, as well as the Son of God.

For as in our philosophical work another most nairld cognate metallic body must be united to aat §ubstance
(if it is to be rendered effectual for the perfagtiof other metals), and joined together with fbinne body, so the
Divine Nature of the Son of God had to take upsalit as it were, another kindred "metallic" bodgmely our
human nature, our human flesh and blood (whichingglveen created in the image of God, has the egeaffinity
with Him), and to be joined with it into one indidgble whole, in order that He might have the powfdoringing
imperfect men to perfection.

But again, we said that common gold, on accouitsamperfection and impurity, would not combinethwour
substance, because its manifold defects had resh@éidead” and useless for our purpose, and thiathis reason,
it must first receive a bright and pure body (ndtiléerated or weakened by the presence of bachadtsulphur). In
the same way, the Divine essence of the Son ofd@altl not be joined to common human nature, whsch i
conceived in sin, defiled with hereditary uncleassjend many actual sins and besetting infirm{tiesugh all
these are no integral part of human nature as sbhahjequired a pure, sinless, and perfect humanit

For if the earthly Adam, before the Fall (thougteatll only a created being), was holy, perfent ainless, how
much more must the heavenly Adam, to whom the babotten Son of God was joined, have a perfect hityra
Therefore the heavenly, eternal, fundamental Cdbene, Jesus Christ (like the earthly Philosoptgtane), is
now One, uniting in Himself, after an inscrutablammer, a dual nature of admirable generation aigihpand the
properties both of God and of man. For accordingitoDivine Nature, He is true God, of the SubstaotHis
heavenly and eternal Father, and the Son of Gods&boings out (as the Scripture says) were fraamasting
(Micah v.). According to His human nature, on thieeo hand, He was born in the fullness of time as@and
perfect man, without sin, but with a real body andl (Matthew xxvi.). Therefore He now eternallpresents the
indissoluble and personal union of the Divine armellluman substance, the oneness of the naturesdodital man.
It is much to be wished that the eyes of our spifionated doctors were opened, or the nebuloos &F
sophistical mask, which obscures their vision, tedeay, that so they might see more clearly. | antiqularly
alluding to the Aristotelians, and other blind theggcal quibblers, who spend their lives in wrangliand disputing



about Divine things in a most unchristian manned, put forth no end of manifold distinctions, digiss, and
confusions, thus obscuring the Scriptural doctdorcerning the union of natures and communicatf@ubstances
in Christ. If they will not believe God and His dlWord, they might at least be enlightened by dstf our
chemical Art, and of the union of two waters (Mfm&t of mercury and that of the Sun) which our gtstrikingly
and palpably exhibits. But the scholastic wisdontheir Ethnic philosophy is entirely based upongrag
philosophy, and has no foundation in Holy Scriptor€hristian Theology. Their Aristotelian preceptseir
"substances” and "accidents," entirely blind therthe true proportions of things, and they forgeitttillian's
saying "that philosophers are the patriarchs oé$el But we do not think it worth while to purstinés subject any
further.

Again, as our chemical compound (in which the twsemces have been combined) is subjected to tloa atfire,
and is decomposed, dissolved, and well digestetiaarhis process, before its consummation, eshitaitious
chromatic changes, so this Divine Man, and Humad, @esus Christ, had, by the will of His heaverdagher, to
pass through the furnace of affliction, that isptlgh many troubles, insults, and sufferings, an¢burse of which
His outward aspect was grievously changed; thusitfered hunger when, after His Baptism and Hisagite
upon the ministry of the Word, the Holy Spirit Ielim into the wilderness to be tempted of the Deatild there
waged with Him a threefold contest, as an examphditbaptized Christian men, who, having decldreanselves
followers of Christ, are, like Him, tempted, and/édo sustain the shock of various grievous assafijain, He
was subject to weariness, He shed tears, He treimbkewrestled with death, He shed drops of swéagled with
blood, He was taken captive and bound, was struthd face by the high priest's servant, was maakexdded,
spitted upon, scourged, crowned with thorns, condeino die upon the Cross, which He had to bearsElimwas
nailed to it between two malefactors, received gareand gall to drink, cried out with a loud voicemmended His
spirit into the hands of His Father - and so ggwvéhe ghost and died upon the Cross. These andtathdations,
which are faithfully related by the Evangelists, ltbel to bear in the course of His earthly life.

And as the Sages say that the above mentionedgsrofehemical digestion is generally completedhiwiforty
days, so the same number seems to have a mosigpaighificance in Scripture, more particularlydgonnection
with the life of our Lord. The Israelites remairfedty years in the wilderness; Moses was forty days forty
nights on Mount Sinai; Elijah's flight from Ahabaied the same length of time. Christ fasted fdetys and forty
nights in the wilderness; He spent forty monthprieaching upon earth; He lay forty hours in thergraappeared
to His disciples forty days after His Resurrectidfithin forty years from Christ's Ascension Jerasalwas
destroyed by the Romans, and made level with therngt.

Then again, the Sages have called our compountk whilergoing the process of decomposition, theeRawHead,
on account of its blackness. In the same way, €Cfisaiah liii.) had no form nor comeliness - wasygised and
rejected of men - a man of sorrows and acquaintddgeief - so despised, that men hid, as it wireir faces from
Him; and in the 22nd Psalm He complains that Haigorm, and no man," "a scorn and laughing-std¢ke
people". We may also see an analogy to Christarfaht that the decomposed body of the sun liesdore time
dead and lifeless, like burnt-out ashes, at theoboof the phial, and that its "soul" gradually cersds to it under
the influence of greater heat, and once more dasjras it were, the dead and decaying body, are$ safrom total
destruction. For when, on the Mount of Olives, andhe Cross, Christ had experienced a feelingtef u
dereliction, He was afterwards comforted and stitegrged, and nourished (as it were) with Divine aefrom
above. And when at length He had given up the glamst all the strength forsook His body, so thatwtdat down
to the parts below the earth, even there He wasepred, refreshed, and filled with the quickeniogver of the
eternal Deity; and thus, by the reunion of Hisispiith His dead body, quickened, raised from tlead lifted up
into heaven, and appointed Lord and King of alheve, sitting at the right hand of His Father, ldevmules,
governs, preserves, and quickens all things wihpthwer of His Word. This marvellous Union and Divi
Exaltation angels and men in heaven, upon earthuader the earth can scarce think upon without fealr, and
trembling: awe - Whose power, strength, and puFjpteture (i.e., Blood) changes us imperfect mensinders in
body and soul, and is a marvellous medicine fooatldiseases, as we shall see further on.

We have briefly and simply considered the most obsianalogies that serve to establish the typmahection
between Jesus Christ, the heavenly Corner Stodep@rearthly Philosopher's Stone, and to illuetits figurative
resemblance to the Incarnation of the Saviour af.riiée will now proceed to shew that the earthlyntalso
shadows forth His transmuting, strengthening, hgaknd quickening power towards us sinful, wrediclzad
imperfect human beings.

For though God created man at the beginning iroMis image, and made him more glorious and perfect bther
creatures, and breathed into him a living and imat@oul, yet by the fall the image of God was deth and man
was changed into the very reverse of what God hi@thded that he should be.

But in order that we might be restored to our fargierious state, God in His great mercy devisedfthlowing



remedy: As the perfect earthly Stone, or Tinctafter its completion extends its quickening effigaand the
perfecting virtue of its tincture to other impeifaeetals, so Christ, that blessed heavenly Stotiends the
quickening influence of His purple Tincture to psrifying us, and conforming us to the likenes$iedf perfect and
heavenly Body. For, as St. Paul says: (Roman$,\Hle is the first-born among many brethren, assHdso the
first-born before all creatures, through whom lilhgs in heaven and earth were created, and rdedrtoi God. If
we who are by Nature impure, imperfect, and modesire to become pure, immortal and perfect, this
transmutation can be effected only through the ataxdi of the Heavenly Corner Stone Jesus Christ, iglthe only
holy, risen, glorified, heavenly King, both God amdn in the unity of one Person.

For as the Philosopher's Stone, which is the CharKimg, has virtue by means of its tincture arsddiéveloped
perfection to change other imperfect and base satad pure gold, so our heavenly King and fundasae@orner
Stone, Jesus Christ, can alone purify us sinnatsraperfect men with His Blessed ruby-coloured Tiime, that is
to say, His Blood, from all our natural filth andaleanness, and perfectly heal the malignant disebsur nature;
seeing that there is no salvation but in Him, drad ho other name is given under heaven wherebycaeobtain
happiness and perfection.

The blind and insensate world has, indeed, thrabgltraft and deceit of the Devil, tried many othvalys and
methods of obtaining everlasting salvation, andtbied hard to reach the goal; but Christ nevdeteis and
remains the only true Saviour and Mediator, whamaloan make us appear just in the sight of Godparifly us
from our spiritual leprosy - just as, upon eartiere is only one royal, saving, chemical Stone hictwvall
imperfect metals must be brought to perfectiona@hHodily diseases healed (especially that feagntl otherwise
incurable leprosy). All other spiritual remediesuch as those invented and used by Jews, Turkhdmsaand
heretics - may be compared to the devices of tatsksophistical alchemists; for by them men arepndfied, but
defiled - not quickened, but enfeebled, and givesr @0 a state of more helpless spiritual deadri&sshe pseudo
alchemists, or malchemists, as they may be mormppgptely termed, discover many tinctures and wdoy
which men are not only deceived, but, as daily eéepee teaches, often ruined in fortune, body, smd. Again, if
we men would be purified and cleansed of our odlgiin and the filth of Adam (in whom, through thbtilty of
the Cacodaemon, our whole race was corrupted imagheProtoplast), we can obtain perfection andnete
happiness only through the regeneration of watdrthe Spirit, as the royal chemical substancegemerated by
water and its spirit. In this new and spiritualeagration, which is performed in baptism throughewand the
Spirit, we are washed and purified with the BloddChrist, united to His Body, and clothed with Has with a
garment (Collossians iii., Ephesians v.). For hasphilosophical Stone becomes joined to other Isybtameans of
its tincture and enters into an indissoluble unigtlh them, so Christ, our Head, is in constanthdtanmunion with
all His members through the ruby tincture of His@&l, and compacts His whole Body into a perfecitsji
building which after God is created in righteousnasd true holiness. Now, that regeneration whichrought in
baptism through the operation of the Holy Spiritdally nothing but an inward spiritual renewafaifen man, by
which we become God's friends instead of His engnaied thus heirs of God and fellow heirs with €.
Corinthians ii., Romans xii., Ephesians ii., Hebssii). For to this end Christ died and rose agtiat through this
means, namely, through His passion, death, regiomeand ascension, He might enter the Holy Plaade
without hands, and prepare for us the way to oarlasting Fatherland. Therefore, we, too, as Hi¢hars and
sisters, should follow His passion, and grow likenHin love, humility, and all other virtues, tillevare conformed
to His glorified body, and until, having lived adoed with Him, we also reign with Him, and shares ldiverlasting
glory.

But this inward quickening and imitation of Chrisyr heavenly King, in our daily lives, is not thetgrowth of our
own merit or natural will (for by nature all mereablind, deaf, and dead, as to spiritual things),i®produced
solely through the effectual working of the Holyi@pwho dwells in us through the blessed laveragfeneration.
In like manner, the minerals and metals are in 8&@wes gross and dead, and cannot purify or aragdior
themselves, but are purified, renewed, dissolved,erfected through the agency of the spagyrittshiow when
we have been incorporated in the Body of our helgMeimg, and washed and cleansed of original siaugh His
purple Tincture, and so rendered capable of brinépnth the first fruits of the Holy Spirit, we afed up, like little
children, and nourished with the pure and healttmngi milk of grace, until at length we become ligistones, fit for
the heavenly building and the highest priesthoddclvconsists in offering up spiritual sacrificexl as are
acceptable to God the Father, through Jesus CRdseven a Christian, though regenerated througfenvand the
Word, cannot grasp or apprehend all things at dmaiemust grow gradually, and daily, in the knovgeaf God
and of Christ.

For as, in our philosophical experiment, the urabthe two essences, namely of the earthly goldthadeavenly
prepared Matter, which have first been reducedkio@ of dry liquid, or amalgam, in a solutory aleiay does not
take place all at once (seeing that the differantspare added gradually and at stated intervas)je must expect



the growth of the quickened spirit to be slow aradgal. For when the spiritual union of a man v@tirist in
baptism has once taken place, and he is unitedfoned with His Body, he must gradually advannetie
Christian faith, and assimilate in his soul onéclatafter another, until he has obtained perfecivkedge, and is
firmly established in all the fulness of conviction

Now the Christian faith, like the prepared aqueswisstance, consists of twelve articles, accordirthe number of
the Apostles, and these again fall into three fpaicsections, viz. (1) that which treats of owation, (2) that
which deals with our redemption, and (3) that wtdelscribes our sanctification. All these articles Christian
must, one by one, and little by little, make hisnolde cannot master them all at once; for if to@mspiritual
nourishment were administered to him at a timesbid might begin to loathe its food, and he mighentirely
estranged from the faith. Therefore, the thirdcketifor instance, should be divided into severtigp@and taught in
seven different lessons (just as the matter waputonto the phial all at once). When a man haderthe whole
faith thoroughly his own, he must carefully preseityoure from all corruption and falsification.

Moreover, in the chemical process, the Stone cammog its influence to bear on imperfect metaldgss it is first
combined with three several parts of highly refimed purified gold, not because the tincture ofSkane itself is
imperfect, but on account of the grossness of tealswhich otherwise could not receive its suintielence. The
Stone itself is perfect; but the base metals afeaole and dead that they cannot apprehend trediealgand
spiritual perfection of the Tincture, except throube more congenial medium of gold, refined arséuthrough
Antimony. In the same way, our heavenly King, JeShsst, has, through His obedience to His Fathvetlsonce
for all delivered us from sin and impurity, and rad sons and heirs of God; nevertheless, His g&lood, the
true purple Tincture, cannot be received by uss@mount of our inborn infirmity and gross sinfulsgexcept
through three media appointed by God for this psepoamely: (1), His Holy Word, which is better gnaer than
earthly gold seven times refined; (2), saving faithich is a marvellous gift of God, comes throtigé Word of
God, unites the hearts of men, and is tried irfitkeof affliction; (3), unfeigned love towards Gaad our
neighbour, which is also a gift of God, the fulfént of the law, and a perfect imitation of God'tura If we have
and possess in a proper manner these three tkivegé/ord, faith, and love, Christ can operate hghpon us with
his heavenly Tincture, and celestial Unction, midar blessed influence felt throughout our impetfeatures, and
thus, by pervading our entire being, cause us foabtakers of His own heavenly nature. But Sataat, grim
pseudo-alchymist, ever lies in wait to draw tho$®m Christ has regenerated, and made sons of Gtaitby
through baptism, and who are warring the good weyfand keeping faith and a good conscience, away the
right path - and in this attempt he and his faitlsfrvants, our sinful flesh, and the wicked, séigaavorld, are,
alas, very frequently successful (for even the foah falls seven times a day. Proverbs xxiv.).d&%he lay in wait
for Christ, our Lord, Master, and Guide, and softerdlis Baptism made a violent assault upon Hiontosthe
present day he spreads his crafty nets and peusisioares in the Christian Church. Our Lord h¢ énsleavoured
to delude into doubting the Word of God, and questig His Father's love, by pointing to the waninger, and
bodily affliction, that God suffered Him to endurethe wilderness. But if Christians do not yieddthis temptation,
Satan attacks them on another point, and triesciace them to place a foolhardy confidence (sudb ast
warranted by God's word) in their heavenly Fathest as he strove to persuade Christ to cast Hfrdsein from
the pinnacle of the Temple, seeing that God wouldlg protect Him. If this device does not succeahd,Evil One
is not ashamed to try a third expedient: he prosnigeall the riches of this world, and the glorgrof, if we will
forsake God, become idolators, and worship Satasélf - a proposal which he actually had the hardihto make
to Christ. These Satanic machinations God, in ksriutable wisdom, permits, in order that men rhayeby be
exercised in faith, hope, patience, and true prayet prepared for the agony of death which then@d will one
day have to undergo - that thus they may gainal fiictory over their hereditary foe. This victahey will gain if
they are taught by the grace of God how to encouhéDevil's deceitful and crafty wiles.

For since, as St. Paul says, we wrestle not wétshfland blood, but with principalities and powaeurish the rulers of
the darkness of this world, with the spiritual fesmf wickedness in the heavenly places; we casuamtessfully
oppose our own strength to their spiritual assabliswe must, after the example of our Standaatdre Jesus
Christ, arm ourselves against our spiritual foeh wpiritual weapons, such as the Word of God,thadword of
the Spirit. We must take from the armoury of thdyH8pirit the breast-plate of righteousness, angelaur loins
girt with truth, our feet shed with the preparednefthe Gospel of peace; and we must cover owgseftith the
great shield of faith, with which we shall be atdequench all the fiery darts of the wicked one:féith in Jesus
Christ is a most strong shield which no weaporhefivil Demon has power to pierce.

Again, we saw that in our chemical operation ttgulation of the fire, and a most patient and carefmpering of
its heat, was of the greatest importance for top@rdigestion of the substance. We also spokieedffire of the
Sages" as being one of the chief agents in our ida¢process, and said that it was an essentielepratural, and
Divine fire, that it lay hid in our substance, ahdt it was stirred into action by the influencelaid of the outward



material fire. In like manner, the true Word of Godthe Spirit of God, whom Jeremiah comparesficealies bid
in our hearts, having been planted in our soulblatre, and only defaced and obscured by theTfais spirit must
be aided, roused into action, and fanned intoghbdame, by another outward fire, viz., the déiily of godliness,
the exercise of all the Christian virtues in go@ysland in evil, and the study of the pure Diviner®V if, indeed,
the internal light of grace, or the Spirit of Gaglto work in us, instead of being extinguished:. & an earthly
craftsman polishes iron, which in itself is colidl,it is heated by continual friction, and as anfla must go out if it is
not constantly fed with oil; so the inward firermfin, unless it is assiduously kept up, gradualgirizeto burn low,
and is at length completely extinguished. Therefbieindispensable for a Christian diligentlytear, carefully to
study, and faithfully to practice the Word of God.

Again, what we said of spiritual sight, viz., tlitatnust take place not with the outward eyes ofttbdy, but with
the inward eye of the soul, is equally applicablspgiritual hearing. | speak of listening, nothe butward speech
of men, or to the Pharisaic leaven of the new 8stilvhich nowadays, alas, is substituted for theese and
unadulterated Word of God, but to the Voice of Gbohself. | speak of the thrice refined Word of G&tbalm
cxix.), which proceeds out of the mouth of God, @&ndeclared by His Holy Spirit - which is not,thgse false
teachers presumptuously assert, a vain arid enoptyds but the Spirit, the life, and the saving poefeGod to all
that believe. Of it the Royal Seer David speakfbows: "l will hear what the Lord shall say untee." Of this
inward and Divine hearing of the Word of God, amrira kind of fountainhead, good and living faitthieh works
by love, takes its source. For it is, as St. PaysgRomans x.): "Faith comes by hearing, and hgday the Word
of God."

Now if the Word is pure and undefiled, the heartog, may be pure and undefiled, and the faith Wwiizmes of
such hearing will also be true, and show itselfdwe and humble obedience to the will of God inyerapraise, and
thanksgiving. It will also find expression in athgd work towards our neighbour. To the exercisthisflove Christ
exhorts us in His long valedictory discourse (Jgiiir), and leaves it with us as His farewell sayitiThis is my
commandment that ye love each other, even as lalsd you." "If any one say, | know God, and lowa his
brother, he is a liar, and the truth is not in hBut he who keeps the Word of God, in him the lof/&od is
perfected" (I. John, ii.). And again (I. John, iV(od is love, and he that abides in love abideSad, and God in
him." From these passages we learn that love ibdhd of perfection by which we are united to Chasd by
which we are in Him, He in His Father, and His [eatim Him. "If any one," says Christ, "will keep nmord, this is
he that loves me, and | will love him, and we witime to him and take up our abode with him." Agdiinye keep
my commandments, ye shall abide in my love." Big thur love to God must also find expression towardr
neighbour. For "if any one love not his brother whbe has seen, how can he love God, whom he hazant?
And this commandment we have of Him, that he tha$ God love his brother also.” The nature oflthis is
described by St. Paul (I. Corinthians xiii.) in fielowing words: "Love suffereth long, and is kirldve envieth
not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed updarever fails." Hence it appears that there isrne ove which does
not show itself in works of kindness towards oulof@ men; and hence also it appears that the gamttswvhich
are acceptable to God cannot precede faith, butsaoeitgrowth and precious fruit; works do not mdkith good
and acceptable, but it is faith that gives thedl k@alue to works - for we are justified and obtaiarnal life by faith
alone. And if a regenerate man bear himself thuiagly and humbly in all his life, he will neverdk fruit in due
season. For such a man is placed by God in thaderof affliction, and (like the hermetic compourglpurged
with the fire of suffering until the old Adam isal#® and there arises a new man created after Gighteousness
and true holiness, as St. Paul says (Romans"WE:are buried with Christ by baptism into dealiattike as
Christ was raised up from the dead, even so weshisaold walk in newness of life." When this hasrbee
accomplished, and a man is no longer under therdombf sin, then there begins in him somethind@geus to
the solution of the gold added to the substaneapthemical process. The old nature is destrayisdplved,
decomposed, and, in a longer or shorter periodra, ttransmuted into something else. Such a mao veell
digested and melted in the fire of affliction th&t despairs of his own strength and looks for halh comfort to the
mercy of God alone. In this furnace of the Crossiam, like earthly gold, attains to the true bl&dven's Head,
i.e., loses all beauty and reputation in the eyébeoworld; and that not only during forty daygarights, or forty
years, but often during his whole life, which isigtoften more full of sorrow and suffering tharcomfort and joy.
And, through this spiritual dying, his soul is takieom him, and lifted up on high; while his bodystill upon earth,
his spirit and heart are already in his eternah&idand; and all his actions have a heavenly soarw® seem no
longer to belong to this earth. For he lives ngkmaccording to the flesh, but according to thiitSpot in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but in the light aindhe day - in works that stand the test of firbis separation of
body and soul is brought about by a spiritual dyipgr as the dissolution of body and soul is penfexdt in the
regenerated gold, where body and soul are sepdratacbne another, and yet remain close togetht#rdrsame
phial, the soul daily refreshing the body from adoand preserving it from final destruction, uatiet time: so the



decaying and half-dead bodily part of man is ndirely deserted by its soul in the furnace of thess, but is
refreshed by the spirit from above with heavenlywdand fed and preserved with Divine nectar. (Rartemporal
death, which is the wages of sin, is not a realtddaut only a natural and gentle severing of badg soul). The
indissoluble union and conjunction of the Spirit@&dd, and the soul of the Christian, are a realamding fact.
And here again we have an analogy to the (sevendsicending and descending of the soul in the adamrocess.
For the tribulations and temporal sufferings of Ggzkople have now lasted six thousand years;Wingithis
whole time, men have again and again been refresbedforted, and strengthened by the Spirit of Gadd so it is
now, and ever will be, until the great universablsath and rest-day of the seventh millennium. Tthenoccasional
spiritual refreshing will cease, and everlastingyall reign, since God will be all in all.

While the digestion of the dead spiritual body iamgoes forward, there may be seen (as in the chépriocess)
many variegated colours and signs, i.e., all manheufferings, afflictions, and tribulations, inding the ceaseless
assaults of the Devil, the world, and the flesht &Lthese signs are of good omen, since they ghatwsuch a man
will at length reach the desired goal. For Scriptigils us that all that are to obtain the etebealtitude of Christ
must be persecuted in this world, and we must énterthe kingdom of heaven through much tribulatind
anguish. This truth is well expressed in the follmywvords of St. Augustine: "Marvel not, brothdraiter
becoming a Christian you are assailed by many tesuls-or Christ is our Head, and, as His membessywst
follow and imitate, not only Him, but His life arsdifferings. The life of Christ was closely besetwall manner of
tribulations, poverty, insult, mockery, scorn, savy and acute bodily suffering; and it is cleart figou would
obtain the life of Christ, you must, like Him, be&ae perfect through suffering. For without theséiafbns and
tribulations we cannot come to God. A man who wariter Paradise must go through fire and watertvelndie
be Peter, to whom the keys of heaven were entrustd®aul, a chosen vessel of God, or John, to waibthe
secrets of God were revealed. Every brother must ¢éime kingdom of heaven through much tribulation.

It should further be observed that the Antimonyhaf Sages with which the gold must be refined leeliming
added to the Elixir, or royal chemical substanaeb@fore undergoing a sudatory bath with ancieaygreaded
Saturn) is expressed by the sign [circle with cadsthe top]. In the same way, a ball with a crgssn it is put into
the hands of the Lord of the Holy Roman Empire, iebg it is indicated that he, too, must experieacs, be tried
by the tribulations of this world, before he canpeacefully seated upon his throne. To all thiswes find an
analogy in the aforesaid School of the Cross, hadrtbulations and persecutions through whiclCallistians must
pass, and the struggle which they must wage wel-geaded Saturn, that is to say, the old AdamSatdn, before
they can enter into everlasting joy and rest.

Besides the aforesaid sorrows and afflictions,elae also in this world certain sighs and manaeig, great
mundane revolutions, which we must diligently cdesiand perpend. We must first hear of wars, antbrus of
wars, various sects, plagues, and famines; fahedle things are the true forerunners and heréloisraedemption.
Then must come the general resurrection of the,dsadhich those who obtain the victory through Bieod of
the Lamb (for this second regeneration is begunrandered possible by their first regeneratiorhis life) pass
into a new and unending life through the final gsdiluble union of their bodies, souls, and spiFits. by the power
and effectual working of Christ, our almighty healyeKing (to whom we are joined in a supernaturalnmer by
faith), we shall be endued with pure spiritual Headtrength, glory, and excellence. This marvedlanion of body,
soul, and spirit, this Divine glorification and dtetion of the elect, is a, consideration fraugiithweverential and
unspeakable awe (like the sight of the final chafrti@nsformation); it is a sight at which the vangels will stand
rapt in inexpressible wonder; and then they wil g8 pass into the heavens to reign with Christ veith them, and
the ministering spirits, in everlasting glory, gogl unspeakable, world without end.

To conclude - as, in our chemico-philosophical pes; it was possible and necessary to correctcatamy defect
or irregularity, since otherwise the whole compowmdild be corrupted and rendered useless; sogi€Histian
life, every fault must at once be carefully coregttand put away, lest it afford a loophole foraBathe world, and
the flesh, to creep in again, and to cause inaif) speak, a pernicious sublimation, or a prereatedness
(corresponding to the first and second chemicaatsf, or to make us despair of God's mercy whenomsider
our many grievous sins, or to stir up in us a spirimurmuring against the great furnace heat al'&discipline
(which two latter failings correspond to the théndd fourth chemical defects). If any of these umitate accidents
happen to our souls, they must be dissolved agétier (the analogy of the chemical compound), benégnce, by
the solutory key of holy Absolution, and thus, &g as is required, be purged of sin and postidrapl defilement
by Absolution, as well as by the pure heavenly rofikhe Lord's Supper; which is the sweat of thaviealy Lamb,
and water and blood, the fountain of life - whitikg the mercurial water of the chemical processja the
unworthy and wicked, the most deadly poison, batfalrink, and a source of strength to the repéitealever.
Thus he may still attain to what corresponds tdfite coagulation and perfect chemical condensatiamely, to
the heavenly perfection of eternal beatitude. Thesemost wholesome remedies for post-baptismaf\sin



Absolution and the Lord's Supper), God in his mdray ordained, and entrusted to the keeping ofrieist
Beloved Church, for the healing of repentant Claistnen. Through her, we are either, by absolufioonounced
free from qguilt, or, if we remain impenitent, anergist in our wicked course, we are, by excommuizica
delivered over to Satan, that by the destructiothefflesh, our souls may be saved in the dayef.tird Jesus.

EPILOGUE.
Thus, gentle and well-wishing reader, | have byiafid simply set forth to you the perfect analodyol exists
between our earthly and chemical and the true aagdnly Stone, Jesus Christ, whereby we may attdmcertain
beatitude and perfection, not only in earthly Haban eternal life. | might have done so more digrand
copiously; but you must know that | am neithereolbgian, nor, according to the modern fashionAastotelico-
theologian, but a simple and unsophisticated layrRanthe knowledge which God has committed to Irheye
obtained, not at any learned academy, but in tiwetsal school of Nature, and by perusing the dpmok of God.
For this reason | have expressed my thoughts simaply not tricked them out in sesquipedalian waadss the
manner of professional theologians; nor do | préterhave exhausted the subject; all that | havee deto throw
out some hints for the guidance of those who wasinvestigate it more carefully. In doing my bddiave also
endeavoured to do my duty; for every lover of thught is bound to praise God by revealing the kndgéeentrusted
to him. Besides all this, | desired to profess ipimy belief in the true Christian faith; sincethe present time
many devout and godly Christians are falsely repres] and decried by lying slanderers as herétgtsot the
blasphemies and reckless judgment of the wickeddwaosuble the true Christian, against whom they directed:
for the Devil and his servants have at all timesedtm the followers of Christ what they did to GhiHimself
Therefore | will say no more on this subject, butll leave it to be decided by the Judge of adl thorld.
As to the earthly Stone itself | must ask the readetudy diligently what has gone before in geatise as to this
subject. For as in an excellent poem a verse ig8omas repeated at least once, so on this poirtrev@ccustomed
to do the same, because the reader ought notdcet diis aims and thoughts to the earthly Philoszgt8tone until
he has attained a right knowledge of the CeleStiahe, and has prepared it, or, at least, has conedewith the
utmost zeal the preparations of both together tii@earthly Stone is a gift from God, descendingheyclemency
of the Celestial Stone. | agree with all the Sabasit would be folly to attempt the study of sojound a mystery
without a good previous knowledge of Nature anddneperties. But | also say that it is not meraf§icllt, but
quite impossible, to prepare the Philosopher'sé&without a true knowledge of Christ, the heaveltyner Stone,
in whom all Nature lives and moves, and has itadpelhis warning should be duly considered; andvhe would
not expose himself to the certainty of ignominifaiture, should reflect that the mastery of anyraduires
persevering exercise, and that, before settingtah@usearch after the Philosopher's Stone, he prapare himself
by careful and patient study. If any neglect theaming, his failure will be the result of his owgnbrance and
mental immaturity.
But | wonder still more that there are to be fogndhe men, who not only study this Art, but evertdrpractice it,
and yet do not quite know whether it proceeds liynahand legitimate magic, or whether it is naeatll a
necromantic, or black art, which is exercised leyitlegitimate aid of the powers of hell. No, myogbfriend. The
Devil, wicked angels, and wicked men, have no pdwethat which God suffers them to possess - attdaur
present glorious Art they positively have nothingatever to do. It is entirely in the hand of Gothovimparts it to
whom He will, and takes it away from whom He wéhd He does not suffer any votaries of pleasureyibspirits,
to partake of it. He gives it only to the puregtrand humble of heart. This excellence is neithemwn, nor
understood, by the majority of the present genematind when the sound of it strikes upon theis,eand they do
not comprehend it, they straightway call it footiglss. On account of this their blindness, thattspill always be
hidden from their minds, and will at length be egiti taken away from them.
Let me, however, be permitted to impress one thimghe minds of my pious and devout readers. liaisas a man
orders his life, soul, heart, and actions arighhmsight of God, in so far will he perceive thatis making good
progress in the discovery, preparation, and uskeoStone. This assertion is the result of my oersgnal
experience during many years, and it embodies Higetate conviction. Therefore, the best preparatio this
study is, in my judgment, a diligent amendmentexr and life.
| am aware that | here lay myself open to the digadhat it is possible to enumerate several mia actually
possessed this Stone, or Tincture, and with istraried base metals into gold and silver; and whaevgee not
good men, but vain, profligate, and without knovgeaf God. To this objection, | answer that fromewbesoever
these men may have obtained the Tincture, | céytagver will believe that they prepared it - i#he true and right
Tincture - themselves. The tragic end of many eséhmen, and the headlong destruction brought tigeon by
their Tincture, prove but too clearly the truthvdfat | say. Moreover, all that call themselves atuolsts are not
therefore necessarily true possessors of the Skameas in other branches of knowledge, therdcaned many



different schools and sects, so all that are incéeaf this precious Tincture are called alchemisithout
necessarily deserving the name.

In this tract | have spoken of true, natural, atiérgtific alchemy, which teaches us to distingutsh evil and
impure from the good and pure, and thus, to aidubakness, and correct the corruption, of Nature.nélp the
metals to arrive at maturity, just as a gardeney assist fruit, which by some accident is prevefiteth ripening,
or as a seed or grain of corn may easily be midtighy being sown in the ground. Of pseudo-alchénsither
pretend, nor care, to know anything, because lgdezdhat the ways of its teachers are crookedlzeitdthey
promise mountains of gold, without being able teem the least part of their pledge; | also setttiose who
follow them incur great expense, ceaseless toil,ag often ruined in body and soul. Thereforgoif encounter
alchemists of this description, who speak boastfodltheir Art, and offer to teach it you for monéyvarn you to
be on your guard against them. For with such meretts mostly a serpent lurking in the grass (Migah

| think I may confidently assert that the cost oégmring the Tincture (apart from your own dailyim@nance, and
the fuel required) does not exceed three florins.tke Matter, as has already been said, is fot pars, very
common, and may be everywhere obtained in abundandethe labour is easy and simple. In briefwhele
design can present no difficulty whatever to thebem God has chosen for this purpose, i.e., toethd® love
Him ; but to the wicked it is beset with insupembhpediments. In conclusion, let me tell you tfi&od in His
gracious mercy should vouchsafe to reveal to yaudpen secret, it will then become your sacred thutise it
well, and to conceal your knowledge from the uniwgrto put a seal upon your lips, and to presenleaken
silence about it If you neglect this well-meant miag, you may bring upon yourself the anger of Gaodj
persecutions of wicked men, and be justly puniskigd temporal and eternal ruin.

"If any one seek riches by means of this sacredlérhim be devout, and simple-hearted, silent\aiseé. He who
strives not after these virtues, will receive tippasite of that which he desires: he will be poeedy, naked and
wretched."

All this, beloved Reader, | desired to enjoin ugon as a farewell admonition. | devoutly hope fBat has opened
your eyes, and that you have completely apprehengecheaning. To explain the matter more clearly apenly
than | have done, | am forbidden by my vow. | caty@sk you once more to peruse this treatise gliyeind to
ask God to enlighten your understanding.

The Waterstone of the Wise - Appendix

Back to Waterstone of the Wise page

APPENDIX.
If, after obtaining this knowledge, you give waypigde or avarice (under the pretext of economymdence),
and thus gradually turn away from God, the secikimost certainly fade out of your mind in a manméich you
do not understand. This has actually happened tty mwao would not be warned.

RECAPITULATORY LINES.
"If you will follow my teaching, and if you are adout Christian man, you may take the substancehHhhave
before indicated, and, by following the directidrigave given, you may possess all the riches oftiele world."
To this end - if you are worthy - may God in Hismevouchsafe you His blessing. This prayer | otfprfor you
from the bottom of my heart.

PRAYER

Almighty, everlasting God, Father of heavenly lightm Whom proceed all good and perfect gifts:pray Thee,
of Thine infinite mercy, to reveal to us Thine ae@rwisdom, which is evermore about Thy throne, laypavhich all
things were created and made, and are still godesind preserved: send it down to us from heavehfram the
throne of Thy glory, that it may be with us, andrivaith us, seeing that it is the teacher of alivenly and secret
arts, and knows and understands all things. lastdbmpany us in all our works, that by Thy Spirit may attain a
true understanding and certain knowledge of thes8&td Art, and of the marvellous Stone of the Sagish Thou
art wont to reveal only to Thine elect, and hastoealed from the world. And so further us with Magdom, that
we may begin, continue, and complete this work edthany error, and enjoy its fruits for ever wittegt joy -
through the Heavenly and Eternal Foundation anch€dstone, Jesus Christ, Who with Thee and the Bpisit
liveth and reigneth, ever One God, world without .eAmen.

"And the Lord gave unto Israel all the land whicé svare to give unto their fathers; and theredailet aught of



any good thing which the Lord had spoken unto thesk of Israel; all came to pass" (Joshua xxi, 4.3-4
"Ascribe the Glory unto God Alone!" (Deuteronomyxiix 3.)
AMEN.

EPIGRAM.
"It is an easy matter to prepare gold in the fuenawt of metals: at times there is found a manhtomthe secret is
revealed. Why is not every alchemist rich? Thearas that one thing is wanting which many seel\aitxious
care. Common gold is not fixed, and, when broughhe test of fire, quickly disappears and perisBes he who
knows the tired gold, which at all times remains same, and from which nothing is lost, he is thespssor of the
true Art, and may be called a good and practicgeSad Chemist."
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ANOTHER EPIGRAM.
Theology without alchemy is like a noble body witihds right hand. This is graphically shewn andibited in the
picture before us. First look at the helmet andttwee wings, which signify the love of the Art. Thegar us onward
to Sophia (Wisdom), who is bright like Phoebus. Bedy is naked because she is ardently loved. Slowed
because she has at her disposal the riches oftible wworld. He that gazes upon her beauteous fanmat refrain
himself from loving her, goddess as she is. AltHothds love is, as it were, hidden, yet it is canst and that is
indicated by the mask. Her heart is sincere, hedsvare modest, righteousness upholds her stepss fiee from
malice and guile. Her valiant appearance shewsstimats of an open mind. Yet she seems to be dattio: that is
because the base world hates her, and with fieucelence tries to cast her down to the ground.e8atmore she
bravely rises on high though ambition moves her &bt is beloved by God and man. Though mockexy lier for
a garment, as is shewn by the noisy cymbals, y@etahes nothing for it, but cleaves all the moitnfally to
wisdom; to it she lifts her eyes, to it she dirduts steps. For she knows that it is the only salgation, and
therefore she occupies herself with it by day apdight. She is not anxious for worldly praise, does she heed
the hatred and injustice of men, or care for tbpinion too little or too much. Much suffering atrdbulation are
inflicted upon her by this wicked world, yet shatwit with a valiant heart and holds it in disd&nor she
possesses the treasure which gives her all thategtiees, and avarice dwells not in her thoughtsit h which the



world delights, she accounts as the dirt beneatlfiele¢, since fortune is a wheel, and its revohsdiare swift.
Therefore she delights to tread the path of tharnsl, leaving the world, she finds rest in thentm Then her
righteous soul will soar aloft to heaven, and fgust reward there shall be given unto her a diadegtars. After
her death, her praise and glory shall wax brighhéworld, like unto the glorious splendour of gua ; nor will it
ever pale, but become more intense as the yeaamaelvand her name shall shine like a bright stag¥ermore.

UNTO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY.

The Golden Tract

This is included in thMusaeum Hermeticuwf 1625, Frankfurt, 1620.

The Golden Tract
Concerning The Philosopher's Stone.

The Author's Preface to the Art-loving Reader.

Worthy reader, and true enquirer into the secretature, marvel not that in the old age of thighdiowhen it

seems to have one foot already in the grave, | Hatermined to write this tract, although all libes ale already
full of books on this subject -- of which, howevtre greater part are false, and wear merely thgerand powder
of philosophy. | have written it not for my own pkure, but for your advantage, that, by pointintheofoundation

of truth, 1 might lead you back from the pathlesklarness into the right way -- which is certaifiy your own

interest. As far as | am concerned, | have longamall that | seek to know in regard to this mattard have no
need of many books, seeing that during the lasttiyvvo years | have read and re-read all the wittasfell into

my hands -- including numerous manuscripts, as agethany printed volumes.

In this my tract you will find the subject set fortand the true solution given, not only theordtycdut also from a
practical and allegorical point of view, with a&taess and lucidity such as | believe to be almogtralleled in
any previous philosophical treatise. In quotingale always been careful to give the exact referesathat you
may look out the passage for yourself, and by éliltty considering it, sharpen your understandirgpuld more
easily have composed this treatise, and made nigselin to the Brethren of the Golden Cross, ifd keft out
those references; but for your sake | decided wfiser Do not wonder that | conceal my name, andseefo appear
to you face to face. | have come forward, not fier $ake of any paltry glory, or of worldly praibet to do you
good. Moreover, my teachers, even the true philosay advised me not thus to risk my life for thkesof
obtaining a high place in the world's esteem, fwose myself to greedy robbers or to give occasiomany crimes
by the prostitution of this profound secret. No bibilne gentle reader has learned by the works ndi8egius that
whenever he shewed himself openly to the powentulwvent in constant fear of his life. Experienaectes that
many philosophers who gave no thought to theirgreasafety, have been killed and deprived of ttieature by
greedy and powerful robbers; and it stands to re#tsat any one going about with a great treasuhésitnand, must
fall a prey to brigands. Sendivogius concealechhime by an anagram. Thus also a short time agbemot
philosopher and Brother of the Golden Cross, whieakname has long been familiar to me, conceéaleeneath an
anagram, and made himself known to his friendsrbgragmatical designation. Why then should | plageself at
the mercy of this impure world? Permit me ratheardriend, to follow the example of the sages, laase the rest
to the thrice good and great God, who will maketrmg self known to you in good time, if it be féwetglory of His
name, and for your and my good. Do not be eagenduire after my name. For even if you should géniow it,
or become personally acquainted with me, you wbalek to rest satisfied with the contents of thasttrFor | have
solemnly promised two philosophers- Bernard, Cadifirevisan, and Neigens -- that | will not bettayany one
more than has been revealed in this book. Neiteamixious to ask whether | actually possess tleisipus treasure.
Ask rather whether | have seen how the world waated; whether | am acquainted with the naturbefgyptian
darkness; what is the cause of the rainbow; whihbwithe appearance of the glorified bodies apgeeral
resurrection; what is the most indelible colour.y©i that rightly understand this little book, livénquire whether
you have seen that great salt sea, without anpsiom, raise a sufficiency of the moisture of ature to the
summits of the highest mountains. Tell me whereetli@sulphur out of sulphur, and mercury out ofeuey -- or
where sulphur springs from mercury, and again mgritom sulphur. When was there placed before wyas the
idea of most fervent love, the male and the feraalbracing each other so closely that they coulchare be torn



asunder, but through unsearchable love becamelbye® understand what | am alluding to, and hagggrmed
the experiment with your own hands, and seen lt witur own eyes, | welcome you as fellow partakdrthe
mystery, and have no dearer wish than to enjoy fanailiar intercourse -- for which reason | havecasent forth
into the world this little tract.

If any one complain of the difficulty of our Ariet him know that in itself it is perfectly simplend can present no
obstacle to those who love God, and are held wdiyhiim of this knowledge. If any one blame medetting
forth the truths of this Art too plainly and clegrkso as to render it possible for any one to gainowledge thereof,
| answer that | have indeed explained them witlficgeht lucidity for those who are worthy and fordained of
God, but that the unworthy can derive no profitiirthem. To some foolish and shallow persons | lseveral
times expounded this Art in the simplest manned, e@ren word for word, but they despised it onlyd amould not
believe me that there is exhibited in our work aftid resurrection of the dead. Our Art, its theasywell as its
practice, is altogether a gift of God, Who givewliten and to whom He elects: it is not of him thals, or of him
that runs, but simply through the mercy of God. Ugitol had diligently studied this Art for 17 or $8ars, yet |
had, after all, to wait for God's own time, andegutdt as a free gift. No one need doubt the tantbertainty of this
Art. It is as true and certain, and as surely areldiby God in nature, as it is that the sun shah@®ontide, and the
moon shews her soft splendour at night. But | mastlude this preface, and gird myself for writthg tract itself.
But ye, beloved Brethren of the Golden Cross, wiecadout to learn how to enjoy and use this mastipus gift of
God in secret, do not remain unknown to me, arye iinow me not, be sure that the faithful will lgpeoved and
their faith become known through the Cross, whileusity and pleasure overshadow it. God be withAnsen!

The Golden Tract
Concerning The Stone Of The Philosophers.

ANCIENT as well as modern philosophers, most baedoesader, and devoted seeker after true wisdompwhe
through the grace of God they had reached theafdhkir desires, have endeavoured to make thedogery
known to their fellow inquirers in all parts of therld -- not only because they wished to informrththat the
thrice great and good God had enlightened theidsjiblessed the labours of their hands, and shewhem the
greatest and most profound secret of earthly wisfomwhich benefit all praise, honour, and glorg gustly due to
Him) -- but also that they might afford assistate@éeginners in the Art, by which, with God's pession, they too
might attain to the knowledge of this most holy teyg. Such men there have been in all countriesogat the
Egyptians Hermes Trismegistus holds the highesiepldnen come Chaldaeans, Greeks, Arabs, Italzasls,
Englishmen, Dutchmen, Spaniards, Germans, Polaggatians, Hebrews, and many others. Though the
aforementioned Sages wrote at different times,iaudifferent languages, yet their works exhibitrsarvellous an
agreement, that any true philosopher may easilytegtall their hearts had been gladdened by Galdeiiscovery
of this stone, and that they all had performedwisk with their own hands. Now, as the truth ddithviews is
perceived by their agreement, so the disagreenfie@rtain others marks them as false philosopliens.not
knowing the foundation of this glorious Art, andkireg up fanciful theories out of their own headgyt exhibit
their ignorance to all.
The aforesaid agreement exists in regard to théekjatts solution, its weight, and the regulationl ancrease of the
fire.
As concerns the Matter, it is one, and containkiwittself all that is needed. Out of it the arpisepares whatever
he wants. Its "Birth is in the sand," as the pldfgser Anastratus says in "The Crowd": "Nothing srenprecious
than the red sand of the sea; it is the distilledstare of the Moon joined to the light of the Sand congealed.”
That only this one substance is required is atidsyeAgadmon in the same book. He says: "Know tinégss you
take my body [sulphur] without the spirit [mercumg will not obtain what ye desire. Cease to tlohknany things.
Nature is satisfied with one thing, and he who duossknow it is lost."
In the same way Arnold, of Villa Nova, writes irshiFlower of Flowers"; "Our stone is made out oé ¢hing, and
with one thing." To the same effect he says tadimg of Naples: "All that is in our stone is essahto it, nor Does
it need any foreign ingredient. Its nature is @] it is one thing." And Rosinus says: "Know ttiet object of
your desire is one thing, out of which all thinge anade." Lilium: "You have need only of one thimdnich at any
stage of our experiment can be changed into anaottere.” So Geber says in his "Summary": "Our stgrone,
one medicine, to which we add nothing, from whiaghtake nothing away, only removing that which is
superfluous.” Again, Scites in "The Crowd" sayse Hssence of this Art is in like manner a certaia thing which
is stronger and more exalted than all other thingd, is called the most powerful acid, becaushanges gold into
a clear spirit, without which there is neither veiméss, nor blackness, nor redness. When theisgoibed to the
body it becomes one with it; and yet again becoangsirit, and is saturated with the spiritual andhangeable
tincture, and thus again by combination receivbedily tincture which cannot be annihilated. If yolace the body



without the acid over She fire, it will be burnttadestroyed." From these words of Scites the readtgnt
conclude, that not one but two things, namely aytard! an acid (as he calls it) are required, aatiaHiquid must
be combined with a dry thing lest the dry thingukdde consumed by the fire, in order that by theéstrthing it
may be preserved from such combustion. To sucmealasion, if rightly accepted, | gladly subscrilBait from the
above mentioned philosophical dicta (however oldguworded they may be) it is clearer than day that
substance of our Blessed Stone is one (althoudgrelift sages call it by different names), and N&tture has made
it ready to the hand of the adept, having willeid tine thing, and no other thing in all the wottwlbe the material
of the Stone. This Matter lies before the eyedlpEaerybody sees it, touches it, loves it, bubws it not. It is
glorious and vile, precious and of small account] & found everywhere. Theophrastus Paracelsiss inook
concerning "The Tincture of Physical Things," céllthe Red Lion, which is named by many, but kndwrfew.
Hermes, in the first chapter of his Treatise, dallQuick Silver coagulated in its innermost chard" In the
"Rosary of the Philosophers" it goes by the nam®aif. But, to be brief, our Matter has as many emas there are
things in the world; that is why the foolish knotwnot. Foolish | call those who, without any prexsdknowledge of
Nature and her properties, undertake to learn&tisand come to it (as Arnold says) like the asthe crib, not
knowing for what they open their mouths. Hencs ivell said by Geber, in the "Sum of Perfectioie'who has
no elementary knowledge of Nature is far from gopraappreciation of this Art." And Rosarius saysadvise no
one to approach this Art unless he knows the placnd the regimen of Nature: if he be acquaintitd these,
little is wanting to him except one thing, nor néwdput himself to a great expense, since the stomee, the
medicine is one, the vessel one, the rule oneliposition one." Yet this one substance is saléiviby the
operation of Nature, and the skill of the Artitat it is transmuted into our White Eagle, nor dibessplendour of
the sun illuminate more abundantly the spagyridenatith its beams; or, as Basilius Valentinus hgtthat,
“"thence is born a spirit white as snow, and anapéit red as blood, which two spirits are contgirin a third
hidden thing." Hence King Aros well says: "Our mekdé is composed out of two things having one essen
namely, through the mercurial union of a solid arljuid, a spiritual and a corporeal, a cold amdagst, a warm
and a dry, and in no other way can it be made." Rinthard the Englishman says: "The stone is oreptédicine
one, which, however, according to the philosopiecalled Rebis (Two-thing), being composed of thiags,
namely a body and spirit [red or white]. But oveistmany foolish persons have gone astray, explginin divers
ways." Rebis is two things, and these two thingsaare thing, namely, water joined to a body, byclhhe body is
dissolved into a spirit, that is, mineral watert oiwhich it was first made; and this body andisphake up one
mineral water, which is called Elixir, that is tays ferment; for then water and spirit are oneghuf which is
composed a tincture and medicine for purging allié® And thus, according to the philosophers, aeetihe
nature of sulphur and mercury above ground, whilgenground they become gold and silver. Bernardin€Cof
Trevisan and the March, says: "Our work is perfaifog means of one root, and two crude mercuriastauizes,
drawn and extracted from a mineral, pure and cleging conjoined by the heat of friendship, as thigter
requires, and carefully cooked until the two thibgsome one thing," &c. Basilius Valentinus (LibatNet
Supernat., c. 4) says: "l will make this knownhed in all truth for the love of God], that the rod philosophic
sulphur, which is a heavenly spirit, is unitedhie same material with the root of the spiritual andernatural
mercury, and the principle of spiritual salt -- @fitvhich is made the Stone, and not out of seuwbragis. That
universal thing, the greatest treasure of eartliégam, is one thing, and the principles of thréagh are found in
one, which has power to change all metals into ©he.three things are the true spirit of mercung the soul of
sulphur, united to spiritual salt, and dwellingoime body; they are dragon and eagle, king and dipinit and body,
etc."

In this way our prepared material is also calledenamd female, active and passive. So Zimon say§,lie Crowd"
: "Know that the secret of the work consists inerahd female, i.e., an active and a passive plediplead is
found the male, in orpiment the female. The majeices when the female is brought to it, and thedke receives
from the male a tinging seed, and is coloured thefeAnd Diomedes says: "Join the male child of'tkd servant'
to the fragrant spouse, and they will produce thjeai of our Art. But you must not introduce anydign matter,
neither dust, nor any other thing. The conceptidhthen be perfect, and a true son will be borh, Gow precious
is the nature of the 'red servant," without whorthimy can be effected !" Others call it quicksilver mercury, and
sulphur, or fire, as Roger Bacon says, in the tbirapter of his "Mirror" : "Out of sulphur and marg are all
metals, and nothing adheres to them, neitherigegbto them, or transmutes them, but what is ohthend thus we
must accept mercury and sulphur as the matteredgtibne.” So also Menabadus says: "He who joirckgilver to
the body of magnesia, and the woman to the margastthe secret essence by which bodies are ealdurullius
in his "Codicil" says : "The property of our mergus to be coagulated by its sulphur”. And, in Bractice of his
Testament: "The silver is a flowing moisture, fiogtabove and preserving the whole from combustion.



Others use the names, body, spirit, and soul. Annsld, in his "Flower of Flowers," says: "The Sadeve
affirmed that our Stone is composed of body, smud] spirit, and they have spoken truly. For thedrfect part they
have compared to a body, because it is weak. Therweey have called spirit, and truly, because #pirit. The
ferment they have termed soul, because it givegdithe imperfect body (which before was dead), makes its
form more beautiful.”

Again, he says: "A spirit is never joined to a bduy by the interposition of a soul. For the seuthe medium
between body and spirit, joining them together."ridious says: "The soul quickly enters its own bedyut if you
tried to join it to a foreign body, you would lalvda vain." And Lilium says: "Body, soul, and spimake up one
thing, which has all in itself, and to which nothiis added.”

But why should we mention and explain all the natmegvhich our Matter is designated? We will be emtwith
the foregoing, seeing that they are the most comamointhe most germane to our purpose. In the fallgwages,
after endeavouring to find where our substancehiigésand where it may be obtained, we will say samords
about the mode of its dis solution, that beingradtethe principal object of our inquiry. And fitsas concerns the
search after our Matter, we should remember thttdrbeginning, when there was nothing but Himgatfd, who
is infinite in wisdom, created two classes of tlsingamely, those that are in heaven, and thoseteatnder
heaven. The heavenly things (about which we neétiere speak at length) are the heavens themsaiéshe
dwellers in heaven The things that are under tlwdmes were created out of four elements, and anencmly
divided into three classes. Those that live antiHfeld the first place, and are called animals. $&eond class are
the plants, that grow out of the earth, but do f8et. The third class, that of the minerals, ha®iigin
underground. These three classes include all biesieath the moon) has been created out of the eienTéey can
never become more or less, and God has bound lgaght® its own genus and species, so that it dacimenge
from one genus to another. If any one tried to neakean or a tree out of a stone, or a monkey ar ded of a plant,
or an animal or a plant out of lead, he would bevpnted from doing so by the eternal order of theaGKing. If
such a thing were possible, all classes of natbjdcts could be changed into one. But, becauseagbange
would put an end to the world, the Ruler of thevgnse does not permit it. Nay, what is more, Heamdy
restricted everything to its own kind, but gaveteaeated thing its own seed, by which it mighpbepagated after
its own manner -- always remaining in its own clasgl not overstepping the bounds of some otheiespdf any
one wished to change a man into a horse, an amppl@ailettuce, a diamond or any other jewel intlnl goe would
make an enormous mistake. For such an attempt vibeuyainst the nature of sublunar things. And ws$ in the
beginning so it shall be in the end, when the Almtygwho in the beginning said "Let it be,"” shallys'Let it
perish.” But among those things which have a comsutistance, seed, and elementary compositionnditis
difficult to accomplish an amelioration and impravent, by the purification of their matter. So weynsae a man
of a clear and subtle mind attain to a higher degfehuman excellence than others who are lessdgitthis
difference arises from the superior purity and letptof his spiritual substance, which again ha®iigin in a
rectified and well constituted body. Thus also we ene horse excel the strength and speed of anatitkit is the
same with all kinds of living beings. A like rulelds good to an even greater degree in regarchtigpbnd trees --
with trees, by transplanting, grafting, and kindreethods well familiar to gardeners; while as toeotvegetable
natures, we are taught by daily experience howtpland flowers of the same kind differ from eadteotin glory,
in beauty, in fragrance, and savour. Of this cloued tulips afford a striking instance. Into hownyaifferent
species have these flowers been developed; andie¥ea new developments are being made more hddtaifn
day to day, and it is universally admitted thaterewere there such fine and fragrant flowers befdfeat am | to
say about metals which have a common substanceslyaguicksilver, digested and consolidated bygbeer of
sulphur ? Concerning this common substance, Ridha&r&nglishman has the following words: "Nature ha
elaborated all kinds of fusible things by a natgralcess out of mercury, and the substance ofiighar, because it
is the property of quicksilver to be consolidatgdsteam, as by the heat of white and red sulphiciwdioes not
burn."

The same view is expressed by Arnold (pt. I., cp."Quicksilver is the elementary form of all thys -fusible; for
all things fusible, when melted, are changed igtand it mingles with them because it is of thmeaubstance
with them. Such bodies differ from quicksilver hretr composition only so far as itself is or is free from the
foreign matter of impure sulphur.” Similarly Rosin{Ad Saratantam) says: "The substance of all métahe heart
of the earth is solidified and imperfect quicksilvi®r by the quickening heat of sulphur differemetals (according
to the different varieties of sulphur) are genatatethe earth; their original substance is onetaedsame, and is
modified only by a greater or smaller externaluefice." Hence we see daily how busily Nature isipisd in
bringing them to mortification and perfection. Ndve perfection of metals, and the final intentiéMNature in
regard to them, is gold. For all metals shew thaiuke has done something for them towards ultippatéection, no
metal is so base as not to contain a single grfagiold or silver Nature would always change quiblkei that has



within itself its own sulphur into gold, if she veenot often hindered by some outward impedimeat, impure,
foetid, and combustible sulphur. In most cases gottlig out pure, clear, free from dross, and uenhixith any
other metals. But most frequently a large quamtitioreign sulphur mingles with the quicksilverdaiiius prevents
its perfect development; and, according to theetpf that sulphur, different kinds of metals gemerated, as
Aristotle says (4. Meteor.): "If the quicksilver béa good substance but the sulphur impure andastible, it
changes the quicksilver into brass. If the quisksilbe stony, impure, and earthy, and the sulpbtpare, it
becomes iron. Tin seems to have good and pure gjlviek but the sulphur is bad and not well mixeead has
gross, bad, and ill-smelling quicksilver, and isgmot properly coagulated."

That retarding, combustible, and foetid sulphurdsthe true fire that fashions metals; but quiskesihas its own
sulphur in itself, which is sufficient for the purge of fashioning it, as Bernard, Count of Trevjsays: "Some
believe that in the generation of metals, a sulighsubstance is introduced from without; but, oa ¢bntrary, it is
clear that in the working of Nature sulphur is attg enclosed in the mercury. Yet it has no powétr éxcept
through the moving heat, by which the said sulpfwhanged, and with it two other qualities of thercury. In this
way, then, Nature generates by means of this sulpleuifferent kinds of metals in the veins of #eath,
according to the diversity of degrees and altenatibFor in metals, according to Arnold (pt. I., @p), "there is a
two-fold superfluity: one that is enclosed in theeérmost nature of the quicksilver, and got theétbe first
mingling of the metal; the other does not belontheoessence of it, is external to it, and corhlptiTo remove the
former is a difficult task; the latter may be reradwithout any difficulty. The combustible sulphsitaken away
by being subjected to the action of fire, or istd®ged by foreign bodies; but the other, whichnishe quicksilver,
is preserved by it from combustion.” But againt thavard sulphur which fashions the quicksilverdraing to it,
and matures it towards perfection, is either purenpure, combustible or incombustible. Impure &uiphinders
the digestion of the quicksilver, which cannot tensformed into gold until that which does not Ingldo it has
been entirely separated from it; but the pure, mmzostible, fixed sulphur remains with it, and tlaength it
passes either into gold or silver, according assthghur is either white or red. This internal $ulpis nothing but
mature mercury, and the most advanced part ofufeksjlver. and for this reason the quicksilveraiges it so
kindly, as being of its own essence, while it regebe other which is foreign to it. So Richard Exglishman says,
in his ninth chapter: "The more simple the sulpkuthe more readily does it combine with simpld anre
mercury, and the more intimately they combine tloeeenprecious is the metal which is produced. "Buhs
sulphur, says Avicenna, "is not found on earthgekin so far as it exists in metallic bodies tlylothe action of
the sun and moon. In the sun it exists in a ped&te, because there it is better digested armttit" According
to Richard, in his twelfth chapter, the red sulpbiithe philosophers exists in the sun on accotiits greater
digestion, and the white sulphur in the moon oroant of its inferior digestion."

Since, then, the substance of the metals is one@mdnon to all, and since this substance is (edhence, or after
laying aside in course of time the foreign and sulphur of the baser metals by a process of gtatigestion)
changed by the virtue of its own indwelling sulpinto GOLD. which is the goal of all the metalsdahe true
intention of Nature -- we are obliged to admit, &mely confess that in the mineral kingdom, ad aglin the
vegetable and animal kingdoms, Nature seeks andmf#sra gradual attainment of perfection, and augdad
approximation to the highest standard of purity earcellence.

| thought it would be best, O friendly searcheNafture, to discuss the matter more in detail, deothat you might
the more readily know and make use of the substahoar Stone! For if you attempted to produce $tane out of
an animal substance you would fail, because thethimgs belong to different natural orders. For$ttene is a
mineral, but you would be trying to fashion it aftan animal substance. "But nothing,"” says ouh®id, in his
first chapter, "can be got out of a thing whicimét in it. Therefore every species, every genusryenatural order,
is naturally developed within its own limits, besgifruit after its own kind, and not within soménet essentially
different order: everything in which seed is sowastrcorrespond to its own seed." And Basil. Valamdisays:
"Consider and know, my friend, that you must nd¢sean animal soul for this your purpose. ForHlasd blood
were given by the Creator to animals, and are prupanimals, and from them animals are formedtaodght
forth." For this reason | wonder at those who wishe regarded as great adepts, and yet look éosubstance of
the stone in female menstruums, the seminal fegds, hairs, urine, and similar things, and areasbhamed to fill
so many volumes with their vain and worthless regj@and to deceive the ignorant with such foofistile, and
useless speculations. Roger, in his "Mirror" (@p, iexpresses his amazement at the folly of tmea when he
exclaims: "How strange that any sane person sHoaldfor what he wants in the animal and vegetalgdds,
which have nothing whatever to do with the objddtie search, while the mineral world is quite eady to his
hand. It is incredible that any philosopher shagthblish his art on such a remote foundation,mxodeed by
way of allegory.” "For our Stone (says Basil) is nade of combustible things. Verily that Stone grelmatter
thereof are safe from all such violence, theret@mase to seek it in the animal kingdom; for Naheeself could not



find it there." Again, whoever hopes to find itthre vegetable world, as, for instance, in treeydydlowers, is
quite as much mistaken as he who would change iambimto a stone. Plants and trees, with all thay produce,
may be consumed by fire, and leave nothing behindhe dust out of which they are made, and thendsdth at
the first creation of their species they receiweadnf Nature. Let no one be misled by the confidesedions of
those who pretend that they can produce the Plplests Stone out of wheat, or out of wine. Thessqes fancy
they understand the meaning of a certain passaipe mritings of Raymond Lullius, but they exhitiie depth of
their folly by the assumption of profound wisdomgdahus only deceive themselves and others. | ddewy that
some excellent solvents, indispensable both teliysician and to the chemist, are obtained fromdlsmurces; but
| do most positively deny that the Philosophertan8tcan be prepared, or its seed elicited, frommilsince the
Creator has ordained that nothing should overs$tefpounds of the natural order to which it wasipaitly
assigned. Hence every true disciple of wisdom nzkiey that the substance of the Stone is to bénglotaeither in
the animal nor in the vegetable world, seeing ltiwdlh are combustible. We must therefore look famniiong
incombustible things, that is to say, in the mih&rarld, and thence only can we prepare it. Siticen, the Stone of
the Wise is mineral, and there are different kioflsiinerals, as stones (including clay and theedéffit varieties of
earth), salts, general minerals, and metals, we fattber ask, in which of all these it is contain&/e may at once
eliminate stones, because they contain no fusikeleunny and cannot be melted, dissolved, or divideatheir
component parts on account of the large quantifgrefign sulphur and earthly substance which cleaxbem.

Nor will the wise investigator of Nature's secrexpect to find the substance of the Blessed Stosalts, alums, or
similar minerals. In them he meets with a sharprozbng, destructive spirit, but mercury and sulplas
understood by philosophers, he would vainly loak €@eneral minerals, like magnesia, bismuth, antiymetc., can
never under any circumstances become metals; hew, tan the substance of this Stone, which iggkential
perfection of all metals and minerals, be obtaifnech them? Moreover, they have nothing in commothwietals,
but do burn corrode, and destroy them: -- how tteanthey be the means of their improvement?

Hear what Richard the Englishman has to say orhtiesl (cp. x.) : "The lesser minerals cannot becoetals --
First, because they were not generated out oflémentary substance of metals, which is quicksil2ett seeing
that their generation differs from the generatibmetals in form, and substance, and compositluey tan never
become metals, because things belonging to the spenges have the same elementary substance, i&mgl fspm
the same seed. But the lesser minerals are notajeddrom mercury, as we learn from Aristotle &wvicenna. If
they were to become metals, they would have togdano the elementary substance of metals. Andessuch a
transformation is beyond the power of chemistrgytban never become metals; that is to say, theyesger be the
substance of the Stone. Second, since the lesserats cannot be come the elementary substancetafanwhich
is mercury, they can never reach the middle an@tioeof the same development, namely, metals antintture.
But because the properties of the lesser mineralfoeeign to those of the metals, although they heave some of
the virtues of minerals, yet on the whole theylass excellent and are liable to be injured by. fileerefore the
nature of metals delights not in them, but repedsrt, while it receives that which is suited td-ibr this reason they
are foolish who bring in so many foreign speculadifor the purpose of imposing upon their heafershe things
they put forward are altogether unlike metals agmul mever receive nor impart their nature."

The student must not suffer himself to be misledhaylanguage occasionally employed with regaghtts by the
philosophers whom we have quoted, as, for instamben it is said, in the mystic language of oure&sagHe who
works without salt will never raise dead bodies};amain, when he reads in the book of SoliloqUidg, who works
without salt draws a bow without a string.” For youst know that these sayings refer to a very ffekind of
salt from the common mineral. This you may see ftbenfollowing passage of the "Rosary of the Ploiifeers™:
"The salt of metals is the Philosopher's StonepforStone is water congealed in gold and siltas; hostile to fire
and may be dissolved into the water of which @amposed after its kind." And that the "congealeden’ of the
Sages does not mean ordinary water may be gatfreradhe following words of Geber (lib. forn., cfx.): "Seek
to resolve the sun and the moon into their dry watkich the vulgar call mercury." The Sages hdse described
their earth under the name of salt -- e.g., in"8@unding of the Trumpet," where it is said: "Thddich is left at the
bottom of the distilling vessel is our salt -- tigto say, our earth." And in the "Allegories bé&tWise" one bursts
forth into these words: "Mark well that those badiehich flow forth from our bodies are salts anghag." At times
they call the medicine itself "Salt,” as in theldaling passage of the "Scale" : "The virtue of $keond water is to
exalt earth into its own mineral salt, as thougdiragating it by its own strength.” And Arnold, s work
concerning the "Preservation of Youth," (lib. i8dys: "This prepared salt has great virtue inquréisg youth. The
Sages have compared it to the natural heat ofthyegtiuth. The Stone itself has sometimes beendthlyghe wise
the Animal Stone, sometimes the Mineral Secregamount this similitude; sometimes the Everlasikegnedy, or
the Water of Life. The whole preparation may beursdl to the purest drinking water, like other tisitigat have the



same properties." From the aforesaid it clearlyeapp that we are forbidden both by the teachirtheBages and
by the nature of the thing to suppose that the&Stam be made out of the lesser minerals.

We should next enquire more carefully whether tlagten of our Stone may be obtained from the inteliate
minerals -- like bismuth, antimony, magnesia, amas. They are certainly often mentioned in thisrextion by
the Sages. Thus Senior says, in a certain pas8agetlow orpiment has not the power of coagulgtimercury our
Magistery can never attain its goal." Thomas deiAagirecommends us to take "our antimony or blacthée'
while Parmenides, in "The Crowd," says: "Take gsiieler and coagulate it in the body of magnesiazasruptible
sulphur.” But in all such passages these termased metaphorically; it is not meant that the G&tahe can ever
be made out of such substances. The orpiment agdesia of the Sages are not the common mineralshéu
substance which in other passages is called thatAtye Lion, the King, Sulphur, and by many othames. They
call it orpiment because it gives a deeper and rodhent colouring to gold; magnesia becausehef éxcellence
and greatness of that which is gained from it;raatiy, with Thomas Aquinas, on account of the faniitiblackness
which it assumes after solution. As a matter of, fathen the Stone has assumed its ebony colouratteeiyn the
habit of comparing it to all black things.

But it may be said that some of these intermediatesrals are, as a matter of fact, composed of ingrnd
sulphur, and may become metals, e.g., magnesiasunith lead and tin, and antimony not only mingléth
metals, but also produces a lead not very diffeiremh natural lead. Moreover, it is asserted thahynpersons of
high and low degree have actually seen gold madeesk minerals. It is further said that as theserals are
composed of mercury and sulphur (and can by chémieans be reduced to them), and are thereforeoifremon
origin with the metals, the substance of the Stoag also be elicited from them. But, in the firkiqe, we must
draw a distinction between the various mineralthis class, namely those which contain mercury,thnde which
hardly ever contain it. Those that are full of meycare of greater account, since, by means oMadicine, their
mercury may be transformed into gold and silved, dheir nature being partly metallic, they may Mol called
half metals. But the rest, which have no mercurg,cd no use for our purpose. But forasmuch agawount of the
gross and combustible sulphur which is in thempete first are very far indeed from the metall@ayg so they
cannot be taken for the substance of our Stoneghndfiould be pure and perfect mercury combined puitie,
subtle, and incombustible sulphur. That they arstrimopure and deeply infected with the grossnesheif
sulphur, may be easily seen by the test of a cla@maigperiment. One of them (zinetum) might, by ozesf its
weight and brilliance, be taken at first sight pfarre mercury by the careless; but when broughtedest of fire it is
consumed with a smoke, like that of sulphur. Bidmon the other hand, is not even fusible by firguch is its
earthy grossness and impurity. Antimony, again,mapurged by a chemical process, and reducedéoyavhite
and beautiful regulus. As we gaze upon it in thigffed state, it seems difficult to believe thiatmay not be
transformed into something glorious. Hence it isurel that some self-conceited people should happased that
the Stone may be prepared from it. But however namthmony is purged of its blackness, it still ietaits
grossness, hardness, and sulphuric propertiegnihever become malleable (like the metals), ascktare, in spite
of its numerous affinities, cannot be regarded emtal. Moreover, it has gross and impure mercamg its sulphur
is combustible. Ye, then, who would be great plifdgers and do deceive many with your voluminousings, in
which you put this mineral forward as the esseridbeuniversal remedy -- | ask you again and agameconsider
your opinion, and to mark the saying of Arnold,tttiais foolish to seek in a thing that which ibes not contain.”
He also says, in his Commentary on "The Crowd"he"philosopher's stone is a pure substance." Agalhis in
his "Last Testament," observes: "Our tincture ihimy but pure fire." There is an expression toghme effect in
his "Vade Mecum" : "It is a subtle spirit whichdi@s bodies and cleanses them of their leprousriitiis.” But this
mineral (like all the rest, without a single exdepj is so gross and impure that it can only barcéed by the
mediation of our tincture. Therefore, the substasfosur Great Stone cannot be elicited from itcsifRichard, cp.
I.) nothing can be obtained from a body which doatsexist therein. What shall we say of vitriol, ialhnmisleads
many by its wonderful qualities, especially as sqrag of it changes into copper, and itself hagptneer of
transforming if on into copper? As a matter of fécis the elementary substance of copper, andhwthis mineral
vapour (or aeriform mercury) finds in the mineralns of the earth a place where its bitter, a@#t, and venereal
sulphur lies hid, it immediately amalgamates witimio a metal. But since the quantity of the agaid sulphur
greatly exceeds that of the mercury, when the puseparated from the impure, and the combustibla the
incombustible by the segregating office of Nattine, mercury itself is changed into a greenish iafesubstance.
When common sulphur is added to copper, and théewdrought in contact with fire (for art can doibyense heat
in a few moments what it takes the gentle heataifiN: a long time to accomplish) it corrodes thepes, and
changes it into vitriol, and, in proportion to theantity of the sulphur, the vitriol assumes aeicbr fainter colour;
whence it comes that some vitriol contains moregpeo@mnd some less. In iron, too, there is grogshsu hence it is



corroded by vitriol which seeks its mercury (thercuey of iron being very like that of vitriol), anthe mercury
being joined to the sulphur) the iron becomes popper.

It should be carefully noticed that the acid spifivitriol is generated from sulphur; for the sial sulphur is
perceived in the spirit of vitriol, and the spiitsulphur, like the spirit of vitriol, has power thange into vitriol.
Since, then, this corrosive sulphur is hid in witrend since it contains so small a quantity gune mercury, we
may be sure that it cannot be the object of ourckedn this we agree with Alphidius, who says: K&deed, my
son, and eschew dead bodies, and stones; in thiags there is no true way of procedure, for thigrpreserves
not, but destroys. Such are salts, orpiments, eErs@agnesia, bismuth, tutty, and the like." Andh@id (Flos Flor.)
says: "The reason of these mistakes is that thesfaitits, viz., orpiment, salt of ammonia, mercuapd sulphur, are
not the seed of perfect or imperfect metals (exagftourse, mercury and sulphur by themselves)."

But from these last words of Arnold it might bedned that common mercury and quicksilver are thestnce of
the stone, seeing that these are referred to thesforits, and that sulphur is supposed to codatdithe mercury.
But | answer, with Richard the Englishman, in Heventh chapter, that it does not really do so.dv@ry kind of
common sulphur is repugnant to metals, as the Sage "Indeed you must know that sulphur comes fout of
the fatness of the earth, and is thickened in tiiera by gentle heat; when it becomes hard itlisg¢sulphur.”
Now there are two kinds of sulphur, the living ahd combustible. Quick sulphur is the active ppleiof metals,
and, when purged from all foreign matter, is thetti®taof our Stone. But the common combustible wgii not the
Matter of metals or of our Stone; rather, it izingus to them. Common, combustible sulphur -- s@keetold by
Avicenna and Richard the Englishman -- has nottondp with our art. However carefully preparedstit
disintegrates and destroys metals, because itdhaffinity with them. When enclosed in metals gitards their
fusion. This is clearly seen in the case of irohjolr contains hard, gross, and impure sulphur. Whisrsulphur is
burned it is nothing but a dead, earthy, powdebstance. How then can it impart life to other tisipdror it has
two principles of decay -- its inflammability antg iarthy impurity. The sulphur of the Sages, @ndtiner hand, is
living fire; it is quick, and quickens and matutiésless substances. Common sulphur, then, carmtidsubstance
of the Stone.

But what shall we infer concerning common mercur@ Sages tell us that the Matter of our Stoneneecurial
substance, and many of its qualities closely re¢ethiose of vulgar mercury. For it is the elementarbstance of
all fusible minerals, as Arnold says (Ros., ptCh, ii.): "Since all fusible substances, when egliare changed into
it, and it mingles with them because of its commature: they can differ from it only in so far agdntains impure
foreign sulphur.” And, again (cp. iv.): "Living nery is clearly most perfect, and proved in alldgerations, since
it saves from combustion and promotes fusion. tlhésred tincture, the sum of perfection, and qaiskightning;
nor is it severed from that with which it has miegjlso long as it exists. The same is full of affincleaving
faithfully, and is the medium by which tinctureg amited, for it mingles most intimately with thepgnetrating
naturally into their inmost part, for it is of tikame nature. We imitate Nature exactly, who inrhigiera hath no
other matter whereon she works except a pure maldéarm. It is the only thing that overcomes fiemd is not
overcome by it, but delights in its amicable warrhthgain, Bernard says "In this mercury is enclosedential
sulphur, which the fire cannot touch; and it acctiemes our object without any other substance thanhof pure
mercury." Seeing, then, that mercury has such xgbroperties, it must surely be the substanaaiofStone?
True; but as there are two kinds of sulphur, seetlage two kinds of mercury, the common mercury tledmercury
of the Sages. Common mercury is gross and crudejoes it stand the test of fire like our mercumyt is
dissipated in the form of smoke, even by gentld.hHdance the Sages have laid down this rule: "Oencory is not
the mercury of the vulgar herd." So Lullius say&a{Ccp. 1.) : "Common quicksilver, however car&fydrepared,
can never become the quicksilver of the Sages;dormon quicksilver can only stand the test of liiyehe aid of
some other dry and more highly digested quicksiMBut most students of this art have spoken Igrgbbut the
sublimation of common mercury, and have persisteskeking the treasure of earthly wisdom wherarinot be
found, because Nature has not placed it there. #ualy, the working even of common mercury is sanderful that
it has misled some who supposed themselves todpsanh this art. The following is a case in polknew a man
who succeeded in giving to his amalgam an oranfgicdut he could not get it any nearer to theapbf gold.

At last this clever chemist determined to increthgeheat of the furnace, thinking that this wouddédathe desired
effect of more intimately combining the variousriedients. But alas ! the alembic burst, the gold tmarled into
the fire, and almost changed from its nature bysthievolatile mercury. Hence it appears that thercury (which is
its body) so strongly affected the gold in its ntasi particles as to reduce it to a tincture, alffioseveral colours
were obtained by the action of the heat on theadeattass. If that good man had taken to heart Aaldrds in
the "Flower of Flowers," he would never have mdde experiment. For the said Arnold makes referém¢kose
who adopt this method in the following terms: "THanew that mercury is the elementary principlehaf metals,
and that they are produced through its digestiothbyheat of sulphur; they therefore sublimed mgroy itself,



then fixed and consolidated it, again melted it ditdagain coagulate it: but when they came to éxarnie
alembic, they found no gold, etc." Therefore wentdrbelieve that common quicksilver is the substawithe
Stone. At the same time | do not deny that it #dpensable both to the philosophical chymist anithé physician.
We have carefully sought the substance of our stotiee animal and vegetable world, among stomesselr,
intermediate, and greater minerals, but in vain.rist now see whether we can find it in the metais, if so,
whether in all or only in some. It is a well-knofact (to which Roger bears witness, Spec., cp, that all metals
are generated out of sulphur and quicksilver, aatinothing will become one with them, or changanthbut what
originates in themselves; since a thing can beldped and improved only by that which belongs $ooivn nature
(Richard, cp. i.).

| need not say that the Great Artist has ordaihatthroughout the whole of Nature things shouldegate and
produce only that which is like them, so that,ifestance, a horse can never be the offspring cdia iAs brute
animals," says Basil Valentine, "cannot multiplyeattheir kind by way of generation except by \értof their
common nature; so you cannot expect to obtain thesBd Stone, but out of its own seed, out of whielas made
from the beginning. Now to find the seed you shdlildently consider for what purpose you requhre Store. You
will at once see that it can be obtained only ftbenmetallic root from which God has ordained thatmetals
themselves should be generated. Moreover, thergtisat conformity between the generation of th@alsand the
Stone. For in both sulphur and quicksilver (coritajrthat salt which is their quickening soul) andispensably
required; nor can any useful metal be generatdtitbase three (making up the metallic substanesgtbeen
combined for in the composition of metals there nimesnothing which has not been obtained from aliet
source." "No external thing says Draco, "whichas eerived from these two [sulphur and mercury] pawer to
produce or transmute metals. On this account we salisct a metallic substance for the productiothefStone."
We must next briefly enquire whether it is to barfd in imperfect metals. Many imagine that the tarxe of the
white (tincture) may be elicited from tin or leaahd that of the red out of copper or iron, or bdthis idea is
doubtless owing to a misconception of the wordshefSages. For Geber (lib. forn. cp., ix.) sayfiémass for
fermentation we generally gain from the imperfdade] bodies." Therefore we lay it down as a gémelathat the
white paste may be extracted from Jupiter and 8atbe red from Venus, Saturn, and Mars. And B&silentinus
says (Lib. de phys. et hyperphys.), that the tirectsl prepared out of a conjunction of Mars andigeigain
(Triumph. Antimon.), he uses these words: "Aftas tincture of the Sun and Moon comes the tinctdréenus and
Mars which two make up the tincture of the Sun, mvtieey have been thoroughly perfected and condeAdta
these come the tinctures of Jupiter and of Saforrtlfe coagulation of mercury) and at last thettine of mercury
itself.” But the searcher of Nature must know thatre can be no contradiction of opinion betweeheger Basil,
for it is impossible that the true philosophersidtiever lie, and so these words should be pareddiyliunderstood.
For no perfection can be obtained from imperfectatseeither by themselves or mixed, nor can thathvis itself
imperfect bring other things to perfection. For fheest substance of mercury is required for oupgse, as is
testified in the "Sounding of the Trumpet," andAwicenna, Lullius, and almost all the Sages, whanimously
affirm that "the purest substance of mercury iscteld by us for our work." Now this highly refinsdbstance of
mercury is not found in the base metals, since #reyendered so gross by their impure and unésksulphur,
that, like leprous bodies, they can never be thginbupurged and cleansed, in which process is skeree of our
artifice. Nor do they well stand the test of fivehich is one of the properties required in our Mattet us hear
what Geber has to tell us (Summa, cp. ixiii.) conoey the impurity of imperfect metals, and thegedies of
perfect mercury: "Thus," he says, "we happen upanrhost wonderful secrets. The one is that theigt®ea
twofold cause for the destruction of every [impetfenetal by fire: namely, (1), the combustiblepuir enclosed
in their interior substance is kindled by fierceahe@and (unimpeded by any excellence in their mgyannihilates,
and converts into smoke their entire substanceft{)outward flame is fed by them, penetratestimedr interior,
and dissolves them into smoke, even though thexebesolid; (3), their interior is laid bare by calation. Now
when all these conditions of destruction are fotoggther, bodies must needs be destroyed; if treepat found
together, they are destroyed somewhat more sldhvblg.second secret is the excellence which quiaksimparts
to bodies. For quicksilver (no other condition etdy being present) does not permit itself to Ipaisged into its
elements, but proves its perfection by preservimglibstance intact in the fire. Blessed be Godavkated it, and
gave it such' a substance and such propertiega®afound in all Nature besides. This is thatohtovercomes
fire, and delights in its amicable heat. "Here Gatbearly shews that the substance of our Stoneataxist in
imperfect metals; because things that are imputkemselves do not abide the fire which might guttiem, while
our mercury (on account of its purity) is not ire tflightest degree injured by the fire. Thus we@ige that no one
imperfect metal can contain the substance of camestBut neither is it to be found in a mixturdérapure metals --
for by mixing they become less pure than they vibefere. Moreover we said above that the substareceeguired
was one. This fact is clearly set forth by Halys.(secret., cp. vi.), when he says: "The Stor@rie; nothing else



must be added to it: out of one substance the SaAgeas our remedy. Nothing else must mingle wiith Stone
itself, or with its substance." And Morienus sa{fhis Magistery grows from one original root, whibranches out
into several parts, and from which springs onegHiBut if base metals cannot be the substanckeo$tone, why
do the Sages bid us employ them? | will tell yothev they speak of impure bodies, they do not meapaer, iron,
lead, tin &c., but its own body, or its earth --Aamold (Flos Flor.) says "Mercury is united to #ai.e., to an
imperfect substance [or body]. "For though thistl@ais so perfect and pure that in these respeatsuld seem to
attain the utmost possibility of Nature, yet inaedjto the Stone it is still imperfect and impurethis point art
leaves Nature behind, since it accomplishes whatrdaould not perform. That this earth beforglenary
purgation and regeneration is imperfect, may be f®en the fact that it cannot yet accomplish morthe matter
of tinging than Nature has given to it, while aftsrregeneration it is most powerful. Its grossniexlearly
perceived in an actual experiment: for first iblack and looks like lead or antimony; then it issavhitish colour,
and is called Jupiter (or tin, or magnesia), angldlso before it has attained true whitenesswihan it has passed
the white stage it is called Mars and Venus; dftat it becomes perfect and red. That Basil Vatergtiagrees with
me, and did not really hold the opinion which heressed in some of his writings, is clear fromttast concerning
the Great Stone where (speaking of the Matter@f&tone) he says that in the Sun all three peofextire found
together, whence it derives its power of resisthegfire, and that the Moon, on account of itsdixeercury, does
not easily yield to the fire, but endures the tridhat noble paramour Venus," he continues, "isiihed with an
abundance of colour, and the greater and richergbduer body is full of tincture. The colour isetsame which
dwells in the most precious of metals, and on aetotiits abundance has a reddish appearancetBundly is
leprous, for which reason the tincture cannot rerfiaed in it, but evaporates when the former istd®yed. For
when the body decays the soul cannot remain, lis$&pated and driven off. Its habitation is degtd and burnt
with fire, and its place knows it no more. In agfikbody it would without difficulty remain. The &d ' salt ' gives
to brave Mars a hard, strong, and heavy body; wiéme strength of his soul is perceived: for thésnor is not
easily overcome. For his body is hard and diffi¢altvound."

But let no one conclude from these words of Basithat that fixed sulphur of Venus, when unitethi spirit of
perfect mercury, will become the tincture. We nagxin repeat that our substance is not collectad fnany
sources; but, as Basilius says, it is one universad), and is found in, and obtained from onedhioeing the spirit
of mercury, the soul of sulphur, and a spiritudi, smited under one heaven and dwelling in oneybdtierefore let
us turn our backs upon the base metals, and turmimals to the precious metals, taking to hears¢hmords of
Plato (qu. ii.): "Why do you melt and dissolve athedies with great labour, when in these [the iptezmetals]
you have what you seek? If you wish to use the besals, you must first change them into the sulcst@f perfect
bodies." Therefore, beloved inquirer into the secoé Nature, leave on one side all things animaleegetable, all
salts, alums, vitriols, bismuths, magnesias, antie®) and all base and impure metals, and seeRttine with
Arnold de Vill.nov. ( Pt. 1., cp. vii.): "in Mercyrand the Sun for the Sun, and in Mercury and tleeh/for the
Moon; since the whole virtue of this art consistshem alone."For as the source of ignition is, fa@ gold is the
principle of gold making," says Ripley, in his "gtiiGate." If, therefore, thou wouldest make gold silver by the
philosopher's art, take for this purpose neithgsegor blood, but gold and silver, which, beinbjsated to the
action of fire naturally, prudently, and not maryagenerate new substances after their own kikd,dll things in
Nature. Richard (cp. x.) tells us "to sow gold aiider, that aided by our labour they may bringHdruit, through
the mediation of Nature: for these two have [arg] ahat you seek and nothing else in all the wbrahd why
should I not fix on them since they contain purd parfect mercury, with red and white sulphur. fRid, cp. xvii.)
So Avicenna teaches that, "in all silver is whis,in all gold there is red, sulphur. No other kuldike that which
exists in these bodies is found on all the eartter&fore we cunningly prepare these two bodies whamay have
sulphur and quicksilver of the same substanceasithich generates gold and silver under the ekahthey are
shining bodies, whose rays tinge other bodies tuith whiteness and redness, according to the manfitleeir own
preparation.” "For our Magistery," says, Arnold §aa pt. 1., cp. v.) "aids perfect bodies, and wanon the
imperfect without the admixture of anything elsald, then, being the most precious of all the nsetalthe red
tincture, tinging and transforming every body. 8ilis the white tincture, tinging other bodies witthperfect
whiteness." Let me tell the gentle reader thantlegals, that is to say, gold and silver in theitatie form, are not
the Matter of our Stone -- being in the middle ewthem and the base metals, as our Matter iwimiddle
between the former and our Great Stone. no Besaysl (pt. ii.): "Let them be silent who affirm thiaere is any
tincture but our own, or any other sulphur thar thiaich lies hid in magnesia; also those who waxtiact the
quicksilver from any but the red slave, and whoagpef some other water but our own which is incptihle and
combines with nothing except that which belonggs@wn nature, and moistens [tinges] nothing ektegt which
is one with its own nature. There is no acid butawn, no other regimen, no other colours. In t@e way, there
is no other true solution, sublimation, consolidatiputrefaction. | therefore advise you to haveedwith alums,



vitriols, salts, black bodies, borax, aqua fottistbs, animals, beasts, and all that proceedstfiem, hairs, blood,
urine, human seed, flesh, eggs, and all mineratst@keep to the metals. But though the quicksitequired for
our Stone is found in metals only, and in thegbasbeginning of the work, they are not therefare $tone, so long
as they retain their metallic form. For one andghme substance cannot have two forms. How carbéhélye
Stone which holds an intermediate form between Imatad mercury, unless their present form is fiettroyed and
removed? Therefore, also, Raymond Lully says in"héstament" (cp. vi.): "On this account a goodsatakes
metals for his media in the work of the magistenyg especially the Sun and Moon, because in theraubstance
of the Mercury and Sulphur is ripened, pure, antl-digested by Nature's own artifice.. The artigtuld vainly
endeavour to produce this exact proportion ouhefrtatural elements, if he did not find it readyi®hand in these
bodies." And in the "Codicil" he says: "Without sgetwo, viz., gold and silver, our art would haweexistence
since the sulphur they contain has been purifieddiyire with a thoroughness such as art would yatnive to
imitate. From these two bodies, with their prepaelpphur [or prepared arsenic] our Medicine magligted, but
without them we can never obtain it." In the prefae his "Key" he says: "l advise you, my frienspperate on
nothing but the Sun and Moon; but these you shragdlve into their elementary substances, viz. goigksilver
and our sulphur." In like manner Arnoldus assurethat "from these bodies there is extracted areziogly white
and red sulphur; for in these there is a most pubstance of sulphur, cleansed to the highest ddgyrélature’s
own artifice.” Nicarus, in "The Crowd," says: "ldbyou take gold, which you desire to multiply ardew, and to
divide its water into two parts; for that metallifad into that water will be called the fermentingtter of gold."
How can this Sage call his "water" gold? To aghiststudent in solving this enigma | must tell hivat the gold of
the Sages is not common gold, as also Senionutgllln "The Crowd" it is said: "As mercury is theraent of all
metals, so gold is their ultimate goal; hence imradtals, pure and impure, there are gold, sil@ed mercury. But
there is one true gold which is the essence df BHlus you see that there is a gold of the Sagbihwthough
derived from common gold, is yet very differentrfrit. The following words occur in the "Rising DaWwfep. xvi.)
"The philosopher's gold resembles common gold aeithcolour nor in substance. That which is exgddrom it
is the red and white tincture." "The philosophgofd may be bought at a low price" (Aphidius). "#ht is bought
at a high price is false. With little gold we buyiah" (Morienus). Moreover, our gold is living golahd our silver
is living silver, so that they can cause nothingllde and growth. Common gold and silver are déatky can
effect nothing until they are raised from the daad quickened by the Sage. Then they live, andeggeda a high
degree the power of propagating and multiplyingrttece. Concerning the life of our metals thatagnghilosopher,
Sendivogius (who is still living), has the followgnwords: "Let me advise you not to receive the gold silver of
the vulgar herd, for they are dead. Take our livimgtals. Place them in our fire, and there willtea dry liquid.
First, earth will be resolved into water [for thihe Mercury of the Sages is called]. That watel sdlve gold and
silver, and consume them until only the tenth pattt one part is left. This will be the humid radiof the metals."
It is to be noted that Sages sometimes call thatervas well as their earth, gold. Hereunto weetaready heard
the words of Nicarus, and after a like manner veetald in the "Rosary of the Philosophers: "Ourdgahd silver
are not the gold and silver of the vulgar. We gald the water which rises into the air when expasefire. Verily,
this gold is not the gold of the vulgar. The vulgaruld not believe of their gold that it could balatilised on
account of its solid nature."

The philosopher's "earth," then, is sometimes daedeyl their gold, as the same author testifiesoWthat our ore,
which is the gold of the philosophers, is theirtle&rThis "earth” is also called ore, ferment,iocture; just as the
"water" is called white and flaky "earth". So waden the "Sounding of the Trumpet" : "Whereforaides says,
"Sow your gold in white, flaky earth which by calation has been made glowing, subtle, and volafileat is to
say: Sow gold, i.e., the soul and quickening virio® the white earth, which by preparation hasrbmade white
and pure and freed from all its grossness. Thugralagold is not the fermenting matter, but thegdopher's gold
is the quickening ferment itself." Again, in thevBath Step of the is "Ladder of the Philosophéelsleir earth is
white in which their gold [which is the soul] iswv8n, and this body is the centre of knowledge, thecentration
thereof, and the habitation of tinctures." Onceenttherefore Hercules says: "Solve the body of mea@g which
has become white and like the leaves of the bratribles is the body; the soul is the essence wiidalled the
philosopher's gold." (For with water the spirit @sds into the upper air.) "Mix," says Senior, "gefith gold, that is
water [mercury] and ashes." Again, Hermes saysw'§ald into the white flaky earth.” From these eeqmions,
however obscurely worded it is clear that our geldot common gold.

But why do the philosophers call their gold now tevd' and now "earth"? Do they not contradict theiwss, or
each other? No; our Sages, in expounding the tvethit under obscure and allegorical expressibus,
nevertheless agree with each other so marvelldhatythey all seem to speak, as it were, with onatm They do
not confound one thing with another, nor do theghatb lead the earnest enquirer astray. They expinesnselves
in mystic phrases to hide the truth from the untwpdnd impious, lest they should seem to be cagtiagls before



swine, and giving the holy thing to be trodden ufal by these who think only of indulging theistéul desires.
But the noble student of our art has been told ritaa once, not only from what quarter our Stong b
obtained, but also that its substance must bewvainieh by the artist's skill may be resolved intmtwiz., earth and
fire, or mercury and sulphur.

The Sages, then, do well to call their gold eartivater; for they have a perfect right to term ktatever they like.
So they have frequently called their Stone theld gineir superperfect gold, their regenerate gafd] by many
other names besides. If any one does not perdedierheaning at the first glance, he must blamewis
ignorance, not their jealousy.

The reader now knows that the substance of oureStoneither animal nor vegetable, and that it dm¢delong to
the minerals or the base metals, but that it mesbtiracted from gold and silver, and that our gwid silver are
not the vulgar, dead gold and silver, but the fvgold and silver of the Sages. We must now sayesiting about
the mode of solution, as the greatest arcanum,adrad the root of the matter. A solution takescplavhen we
transform a dry thing into a liquid, a hard thimgo a soft, a hidden thing into one that is manjfes., when a solid
is changed into water; not, however, the vulgarewés Parmenides and Agadmon in "The Crowd "teach
"When some persons hear of the liquefaction, thinkta change takes place into the water of theddoBut if
they had read and understood our books, they wiandar that our water is permanent), but into theawaf the
Sages, i.e., the elementary substance, as Arnalgl (R cp. ix.) says: "he object of the Sages dissolve the Stone
into its mercury, or elementary matter" And Avicarsays: "Thou who wouldest attain our object miost f
endeavour to dissolve and sublime the two lumisariich is the first stage of the experiment, thay may
become quicksilver.” Therefore Arnold (Ros. Il., @ describes the solution as a resolving ofiesdand a
preparation of the first Matter or Nature. And Rioththe Englishman (cp. xviii.) writes thus: "Fitke Stone must
be resolved into its elementary substance [sediggttis an union of body and spirit], that theotmay become one
mercurial water." But even as this first solutisrtie most vital part of our process, so is it #tgomost difficult, as
Eobold Vogelius testifies when he says: "How haid &chievement is can be affirmed by those whe hav
performed it." Bernard of Trevisan, in his book selded to Thomas of Bononia, says: "He who knoe/séeret of
the solution is acquainted with the arcanum ofAhte which is, to mingle kinds, and effectuallydgtract elements
from elements which lie hid in them." The solutimust not be made with aqua fortis; for aqua farti’odes and
destroys the body which should be only liquefied anproved. The solution does not take place inpwaater that
wets the hands, but into a dry water, which isechloth sulphur and mercury, as Zneumo says (Tutba)ess by
resolving it into its elements you extract from tely its marrow, and make it an impalpable spjou labour in
vain." And Richard the Englishman, following Aviaem affirms (cp. xi.): "The Sages have striveniszaver how
those sulphurs may be extracted from more perfediels, and how their qualities may be so refinedtiythat
that which was not manifest before (although itatevlay hid in them) may appear by the mediatiothefsaid Art
with Nature." And this they confess cannot be danless the body be resolved into its First Mattdrich is
quicksilver, out of which it was made in the begnm without admixture of any outward things; sirficeesign
matter cannot improve the nature of our Stone. Héowater," says Bernard, "dissolves our bodiesthat which is
of their kind, and may be inspissated by them.". 8@ hom. of Bonon.) And in the same Epistle h&esr "The
solution should be permanent, so that from botmetes, viz., the male and female seed, a hew spetig result.
Amen, | say unto you that no natural water canalesmetals, except that which is always in thetstantially
and formally, and which the metals themselves,ddiasolved, may again consolidate.” Thus Morfs)en "The
Crowd" says: "Every body is dissolved with the #pirat is joined to it, and doubtless also becosmstual. And
every spirit is modified and coloured by bodieswtuich spirit is thus added a tinging colour whgtands the test
of fire." Hence the student of our art must dililgrenquire what that water is. "For the knowledd¢he
menstruum," says Raymond (Comp. An., p. i.) "ieiag without which nothing can be done in the miagisof this
Art. Nothing preserves the metals while it disssltleem, but our menstruum," which, as he furthetestin his '
Codicil,' is "the water by which the metals arevsdl, while all their essential properties are cores" Though this
is the Great Arcanum which our Sages have alwagtderret, and have forbidden us to reveal, ydarass we
may, we will put you on the right track by two gations. The first is found in the abridged Rosand runs as
follows: "The first preparation and foundation bigt Art, is the solution [i.e., reduction] of thedy into water, i.e.,
into quicksilver, and this they call the solutievhen they say: Let the gold be dissolved, whidhidsin the body of
magnesia, that it may be reduced to its First Matitet thence it may become sulphur and quicksiled not be
again liquefied into water. The object of our smintis to make it liquid, and resolve it into theébstance of
quicksilver that the saltness of its sulphur maylimeinished, which divine sulphur is prepared byraastion from
two sulphurs, when the spirit meets the body." $&eond quotation is from the "Proemium of the TweBates,"
by Ripley: "I will straightway teach thee that thowayest know that there are three mercuries, wdnietihe keys of
knowledge [which Raymond calls his menstrua], withwhich nothing is properly done. But two of thane



superficial. The third is of the essence of the &uth Moon, the properties of which | will describethee. For
mercury, the essence of other metals, is the péhsiubstance of our Stone. In Gold and Silvermoenstrua are not
visible to the eye, and are only perceived by thffgct. This is the Stone of which we speak, fare understand
our books aright. It is the soul and shining sulsteof the Sun and Moon, that subtile influencenfrehich the
earth derives its splendour. For what are goldsilndr (says Avicenna) but pure red and white &aiitake away
from it the aforesaid splendour, and it will belioty but worthless earth. The whole compound weazallead.
The quality of splendour comes from the Sun and Mdmd, in brief, these are our solvents. Perfectiés we
naturally calcine with the first, without addingyaimpure body but one commonly called by philosaphbe green
lion, and this is the medium for perfectly combupithe tinctures of the Sun and Moon. With the sdcarhich is a
vegetable liquid, reviving what before was dead,ttho principles [both material and formal] mustdméved; else
they would be of little value. With the third, whiés a permanent, incombustible liquid, of unctuquality, the
tree of Hermes is burnt to ashes. This is our agtorost sure fire, our mercury, our sulphur, ouregtincture, our
soul, our Stone raised with the wind, born in thele These things take to heart. This Stone, ¢ tatell thee, is
the powerful essence of the metal, and thou musabeful how thou dost obtain it. For this solveninvisible,
although with the secondary philosophic water iyptgy the separation of elements, become visibtaérform of
pure water. Out of this solvent, and with it, thoayst obtain the sulphur of Nature, if it be nallyreurned into a
pure spirit. Then. thou mayst with it dissolve fopdamental mass [i.e. gold and silver]."

In these two quotations the whole mystery of tHatgm is revealed. If you will consider the propes and powers
of Nature, and compare them with these words, anthdate all the workings of Nature (i.e. reduber. and
unroll them like the thread of a skein), you wilid in them all truth plainly and fundamentally.tBiiyou cannot
gather from them where are the bolted gates, antbtiknow the substance and the powers of Natore shall be
conducted to them, not by contemptuous self-conbattby ardent prayer and indefatigable study.

For (by the revelation of the great and good GdwjMe attained this Art only by persevering appiiecs vigils, and
repeated reading of authentic books. | do not spé#the matter -- that was made known to me by¢velation of
God alone; but | have by study discovered the serigs solution, which is the same with ancientianodern
Sages, and the true arcanum of the Art, in theradesef which neither past nor present Philosopbeutd have
performed anything, whence it is a secret of Adt an arcanum of wisdom which no one but God musaie for
which benefit | give undying thanks with heart dipd to the Creator of all things, world withoutdgrAmen.

That you may have no cause to complain of me, geatder, | will, however, for the love of God, expd to you
another mystery. You are to know that, althoughstbletion is one, yet in it there may be distingeis a first, and a
second, as they say in the schools. The firstisolig that of which Arnold speaks in the abovetgtion, viz., the
reduction of it to its First Matter; the secondtiat perfect solution of body and spirit at the saime, in which the
solvent and the thing solved always abide togetmst,with this solution of the body there takespla
simultaneously a consolidation of the spirit.

Here you may clearly and plainly see with your eybat you have long desired to see. If you undedsit it is
mere child's play; therefore, | will forbear to ageany further about it. If you know the beginnittie end will duly
follow by the help of God, from whom alone we mdtain all glory, the corruptible glory of this wdrland that
eternal glory in which with glorified bodies we deee God face to face -- despising all mundapaglre that we
may behold with our own eyes that eternal, infindbed unspeakable joy of heaven. With these wovd$ |
conclude my little tract. Everything else that rémsao be said | will set forth in the following zdole, where you
will find the entire system and practice clearlypennded. If you duly follow it, you will doubtlesdtain to the true
wisdom. May it be shewn to you, and to all good niBnGod the Father, God the Son, and God the Hpisit,
Blessed for evermore!

M.S.

The thing is one in number, and one essence, vitéthre strives to transform, but with the help of, Anto two,
and twice two: mercury and sulphur impart nourishtie themselves. Spirit, and soul, and body, and f
elements: the fifth which they furnish is the Phdpher's Stone. Select your substance without,detlé be
double, and let its splendour be of pure mercuakelsulphur free from every foreign substance,cam$ume it in
a fiery furnace. But when you put it together ag#hit still be of the same weight. Then | wiklieve that you are
upon the road of the mystery. When you have disghlguickly sublime it. Pound what you obtain, ardselessly
distil it. Then endeavour to condense it, and cu@ito expose it to heat. After this begin to "ghtargely. You
have the panacea of men, and the sum of the matalsjou shall be able to cure whomsoever and weeaés you
please.



Here follows a Parable in which the Mystery of the whole Matter is Declared

Once upon a time, when | was walking abroad in adyand considering the wretchedness of thisdifel
deploring that through the lamentable fall of dustfparents we had been reduced to this pitigtake sl suddenly
found myself upon a rough, untrodden, and imprabtie path, which was beset with briars. Then | afesid, and
strove to retrace my steps. But it was not in nygroto do so; for so violent a tempest blew uponfiom behind

that it was easier to take ten steps forward thaake one backward. So | had to hurry forward, falidw the
rugged path up and down hill. After a while, | read a beautiful meadow, surrounded with heavy-lddeéntrees,
which the inhabitants of the place called the M@adbHappiness. There | met a crowd of decrepit mih grey
beards, one of whom, an elderly personage, hadgadarkish beard, whom also | knew by name, butsetace |
had never seen. These men were discussing vatbjects, e.g., the goodness and wisdom of Godaaliral
objects, and especially the great mystery whichhie in Nature, which -- they said -- God concédam the whole
world, and makes known only to a few who truly Id¥ien. | listened to them for a long time (for | wakeased with
their discourse) till I thought that some were itadkrather wildly, not in regard to the substannd the method, but
as concerns parables, similitudes, etc., which wWerdigments of Aristotle, Pliny, and others. Whdreard these
things, | could no longer contain myself, and, I&&ul among the prophets, | began to give my opjraod to
refute those futile assertions by arguments drawm fexperience and reason. Some of them agreedmeitland
began to test my knowledge with many questions.| Bu#ts so well grounded that | stood the test eatimiration
of all. They all marvelled at the soundness of mgwledge, and affirmed with one voice that | shcuddreceived
into their fellowship. These words filled me withegt joy. But they said | could not be their Brathatil | knew
their Lion, and his internal and external propettiehey told me | must summon up my whole stretgubdue
him. | confidently replied that | would leave n@sé unturned to attain this object. For their kieshaffected me so
that | would not have left them for all the weatttthis world. Therefore they conducted me to tienlL.and were at
great pains to declare to me his nature. But nonaméd tell me how | must treat him at first. Sonfehem did
indeed mutter a few words on this point, but sofesedly and obscurely, that scarce one in a thalsamld have
understood their meaning. However, they said thenidl had bound him without being harmed by hisslelaws
and terrible teeth, | should know all the rest.sThion was old, fierce, great, and terrible to Hdhwith his flowing
yellow mane. Then | repented of my temerity, andildagladly have retreated if | had not been helch{opurpose
by my vow, and the old men that surrounded me. &uéfully descended into the Lion's den, and sttovpacify
him; but he glared upon me with red eyes, andgiffed me so that | could hardly stand upon my feed, thought
that my last hour had come. But calling to mind tdvze of the old men had said to me when | entthredlen,
namely, that many had undertaken to tame the lbonthat only few had accomplished it, | summonpaourage,
and tried several artifices, which | had learnedlltigent training. Moreover, | had some knowleddenatural
magic. | therefore relinquished my blandishmentsl seized him so gently, skilfully, and subtly,tthamost before
he knew what | was about | had drawn all the blfsoth his body, and from his very heart and bow€his blood
was red indeed, but choleric. Then | proceededssedt him, and made a most marvellous discovetyjs-bones
were as white as snow, and their quantity moreidersble than that of the blood. When the old méo &tood
round the den, and had watched our struggle, sawtkiey began to converse with great eagernesscasd see
from their gestures -- for, being in the den, Ildowot hear their words. But anon their disputearetp run high,
and | could distinguish these words: "He must bhing to life again if he wishes to be our brothéitierefore,
without further delay, | stepped out of the demiatlarge open space, and then suddenly (I knowas} found
myself upon a very high wall, which rose more th&0 yards into the air, but at the top was not ntloa@ a foot in
width, and along the middle of it ran an iron katient of great strength. Now as | passed alongught | saw one
walking before me on the right side of the battlam&/hen | had followed him a short distance | meeaware of
another person following me on the other side; Wwhether it was a man or a woman | cannot undettakay. This
person hailed me, and said that there was moreeciemnt footing on his side than on mine. This | wage ready
to believe; for the battlement, which was on thddte of the wall, made the path so narrow as tdeeprogress
extremely difficult at such a great height, indeledpticed that some of those who followed me dbtall.
Therefore | got over the battlement on to the osfige, and proceeded to the end of the wall, wprelsented a
most difficult and dangerous descent. Then | wa/gbat | had deserted my own side, as | coultheeiadvance
nor retreat But, remembering that fortune befrieth@sbold, | attempted the descent, and by usingnamgs and
feet, | got down safely. Now when | had advancéittla further, | put away all thought of dangendaforgot all
about the wall and the battlement. Then lightingrup certain place, | found white and red rosesthmilatter were
more abundant; so | gathered some of them and geck in my cap. In that place were some most kfeut
women, and in the neighbouring garden a numbepohg men were to be seen. But a wall which surredrbe
garden prevented the latter from joining the woniérey were eager to do so, but were not allowegbtoound the



garden and find the gate. The sight moved me 0o aitd therefore | hastily went back by the smquzth along
which | had come, and soon reached some housesgantich | expected to find the gardener's cott&ge.|
found there many men, of whom each had his own(icellery few there were two living together). Thegre all
busily at work, each labouring by himself. Theirrwavas of a kind long and familiarly known to mendeed, far
too well known. So | said to myself: "Behold, hare many persons at work upon vain arid foolisheexpents,
which have a certain specious plausibility (acaogdd each man's idiosyncrasy), but no real fouodah Nature.
Surely you, too, will obtain forgiveness." At lealstvould not suffer myself to be detained withgbadarren
futilities, but went on my way. When | reached ¢fage of the garden some looked askance at me,\aad &fraid
they would prevent me from carrying out my purpdthers murmured, and said: "Look, this fellow prags to
approach the gate of the garden, and we who harg sp many years in these horticultural laboussemever
gained admittance! How we will jeer at him if heetgewith a repulse." But | paid no attention tairtelk (for |
knew the interior of that garden better than tlahough | had never been in it), and approachedj#te, which
was double-locked, and in which there appearea todokeyhole, but soon | perceived a keyhole whiohld have
escaped any common observer. So | inserted my mastecalled by some "the adulteress"), whichd ddigently
fashioned for the purpose, pushed back the balteatered. After passing this gate, | came upoerdiblted gates,
which, however, | opened without any difficulty. Sentered the garden, and found in the middle afimall
square garden, which was surrounded with a rosgehealvered with beautiful roses, and as a littlie was falling,
and the rays of the sun shone upon it, It behesdrdoow. But | was hastening past the small garttethat place
where | thought | could aid the young women, wheahold, there came forward the most beautiful lotha!
maidens, arrayed in silk and satin, with the mestutiful of the youths, dressed in a scarlet rdlbey walked arm
in arm to the rose garden, and carried many fragoees in their hands. | greeted them, and aneldaséw she had
got over. "This my beloved bridegroom," she salelfied me, and now we are leaving this pleasadiegaand
hastening to our chamber to satisfy our love."Miglad," | returned, "that without any trouble og part your
desires have been fulfilled. But you see how mucbltle | have taken on your behalf, having traveise great a
distance in so short a time." Then | came to a mai#, built within of stones, where there were fhour bins or
other miller's requisites; yet | saw wheels driveand by the water. | asked the decrepit millerrérgeson, and he
told me the grinding took place somewhere out efwiAt the same moment | saw a miller enter that@by a
small bridge, and immediately followed him. Whelmald passed the bridge, which was on the rightcidee
wheels, | paused and beheld a wonderful sight.mmoment the wheels were above the bridge; | sawback
water, with white drops; the bridge was only ahibuée inches wide; but by clinging to the railot gafely back,
without being wetted at all, and asked the old imaw many wheels he had. He answered, "Ten." | veabled by
the marvellous incident, and would gladly have knais meaning, but felt that it was labour lostask the old man
any questions, and so departed. Before the millavassed platform on which some of the afores&ddwen were
walking to and fro in the warm sunshine, discussirgtter which they had received from the Facaftthe
University. | guessed the tenor of the letter, dadling sure that it concerned me, | addressedeim a question to
that effect "It does concern you," they said, 't whom you married a long time ago, you mustkés ever, or
else we must tell our chief." "You need not troufpdeirselves about this matter," | said, "for we @vborn together,
and brought up together as children, and now thave married her, | will never forsake her, burigh her till her
last breath; nay, even death itself shall not sager"It is well,” they said, "your wife is satiefl, too; you must be
joined together.” "l am content," | said. "It is lethey repeated. "For thus the Lion will be @=d to life, and be
more powerful and more active than he was befdreeh | remembered my labours, and knew by certgimsghat
this matter concerned not myself, but a very gomhfl of mine. As these thoughts crossed my misdw our
bridegroom and his beloved bride -- both clothethinaforesaid garments -- come forward, eagee foined
together. This sight gladdened me; for | had béeicathat the whole matter concerned me. Now wihen
bridegroom, in his bright scarlet robe, with higllet whose silk dress gave out shining rays, rehtie old men,
they were straightway joined together. And | mdegethat the maiden, who was said to be the mathker
bridegroom, was of so youthful an appearance,shatmight have seemed his daughter. But | knowvhat sin
they had committed, except that brother and sietdrbeen drawn to each other by such passionaehat they
could no more be separated; and, being chargedneiéist, they were shut up for ever in a closeoprisvhich,
however, was as pellucid and transparent as glaglsarched like the heavenly vault, so that ali tihey did could
be seen from without. Here they were to do penéorciheir sins with ever-flowing tears, and truersav. All their
clothes and outward ornaments were taken away. Nbtheir servants and friends were allowed to il thhem,
but after they had received sufficient meat andidfihe latter taken from the aforesaid water),dber was shut
and locked, and the seal of the Faculty was affteatl | was entrusted with the charge of heathggjr chamber in
the winter, so that they might be neither. toorfmttoo cold, and | was further to see that thelyrdit escape. If any
accident of any kind happened, | was to be sevenatyshed. | did not like this charge; and, asthembered that



the matter was most important, and that the Coltdgages were not wont to say what they did n@mewas
filled with fear. But since | had to bear that whilccould not alter, and since the chamber wastgtlin a strong
tower, and surrounded with battlements and loftilsyand, moreover, could be easily heated witertlg and
continuous fire, | called upon God for help, anddreto heat the chamber. But what happened ? Asaothey
felt the grateful warmth they fell to embracing leather so passionately that the husband's heartnetted with
the excessive ardour of love, and he fell down bnok many pieces. When she who loved him no fess he
loved her, saw this, she wept for him, and, astejcovered him with overflowing tears, until hasauite flooded
and concealed from view. But those complaints aadstdid not last long, for being weary with exdegdorrow,
she at length destroyed herself. Alas ! what fedranguish fell upon me, when | saw those who feshtso
straitly committed to my charge lying, as it wemgslted and dead before me. | felt sure that | shbelput to death
for it; but the jeers, the derision, and the contewhich | would have to undergo seemed more grisv@ven than
death. In this anxious state of mind | spent sé\dags, until the thought occurred to me that, #déa had restored
a dead body to life, | might perhaps be able tthéosame. But | could think of no better plan ttmkeep up the
warmth of the chamber until the water should haxaperated, and the dead bodies of the lovers amaéh be
seen. | doubted not that then | should most hortbyiescape from all danger. So | kept up the fiityfdays, the
water diminishing from day to day, and the deadiégmbeginning to reappear. Now, however, they Idakeblack
as coals. This effect would have been producedesabthe chamber had not been so closely shusaatéd so that
| could in no wise open it. For | noticed that thater rose to the \roof of the chamber, and themecdown again
like rain, but it could find no exit from the chaerhuntil the dead bodies had putrefied and begaive out a
grievous smell. In the meantime the rays of theshining upon the moisture of the chamber, produacetst
beautiful rainbow; and, after all my sorrow, thghgiof its gay colours filled me with great deligahd | was
particularly pleased to see my lovers lying befoe2 But as there is no joy without a drop of bitess, so | was
still disturbed by the thought that those who hadrbcommitted to my care were still lying lifeleslevertheless, |
comforted myself with the reflection that the chamfbeing so tightly closed) must still containitheuls and
spirits. Therefore | continued diligently to perfomy office of warming them, being assured thay teuld not
return to their bodies while they could enjoy thatist atmosphere. This conjecture was justifiedhgyevent. For
towards evening | noticed that many vapours rozm fthe earth through the heat of the sun, and liftzé up as
water is attracted by the sun; afterwards whentrgh they watered the earth as fertilising dewd washed our
bodies, which became more beautiful and white ftener this sprinkling took place. And the whiteey became,
the more the quantity of moisture in the air dirsiv@d, until at last the atmosphere was too thithespirit and
soul to remain therein any longer; so they weleragth compelled to return to the clarified bodytied Queen,
which (to my great joy) was straightway restoredifeo My joy was all the greater, because nowshs arrayed in
a beautiful and magnificent garment such as idyaeen by mortal eye, and had a glorious crowrmatle of
diamonds, upon her head. Thus attired, she stood kigr feet and cried: "Know this, ye mortals, &etdt enter
your hearts, that the most High God is one God, hd®power to set up and pull down kings. He maikésand
poor as He wills. He has killed, and raised agaivas great, and was brought low; but now, haviegrohumbled, |
have been made Queen of many more kingdoms. Adiathdife has been restored to me. When | was ploer,
treasures of the wise and mighty were committemi¢o Therefore |, too, can make the poor rich, graee to the
humble, and restore the health of the sick. Bum Inmt yet able to raise my beloved brother, thetmoghty King,
from the dead. Nevertheless, when he comes, hehallv that my words are true.” When she had thakespthe
sun lighted up the world with his glorious raysgdadhe heat waxed great (for the dog days were aghiog). Long
before this, garments of rich black silk, of greyagh-coloured damask, of rare white silk, embn@dewith silver,
precious pearls, and brilliant diamonds, had besnmeady towards the marriage of our Queen; and gemments of
many colours, of flesh colour, orange, and saffeorg of red and scarlet silk, richly embroiderethwubies and
carbuncles, were being prepared for the adornnfemiranew King. But there was no one to be seerkingrat
those garments; yet one after another was got ré@symuch that | greatly marvelled, because | ktteat none but
the bride and the bridegroom had entered the chamlyewonder increased when | observed that as deeds was
finished, those that had been there before staaghtanished, though | could see no one put theayaWow
when that most precious scarlet garment had beehéd, the great and mighty King appeared in gpl@ndour
and indescribable magnificence, and when he savhthevas shut in, he besought me, in the most psnsel
accents, to open the door, as it would be to mypatdge to let him out of the chamber. Now, thoughd been
most strictly enjoined not to open the chamberas Willed with awe by the majesty and persuasie=sh of the
King, and acceded to his request. When he leftiiaenber, he bore himself so kindly, so gently, smtiumbly,
that | could not help reflecting that these virtaes the most glorious ornaments of the great.eAsau passed the
dog days in great heat he was extremely thirstptsped weary wherefore he humbly requested meing him
some water from the river where it raged and foameter the wheels. | gladly acceded to his reqaest, after



slaking his thirst with a deep draught, he returizethe chamber, requesting me to shut the doefudér so that no
one might disturb him or rouse him from his slegp.he slept a few days, and then called me bacgéa the door
again. He looked much more beautiful, ruddier, anade royal, and said that this water was very presiand full
of virtue. When at his request | had fetched himeaanore, he took a deeper draught than beforemneshb that the
size of the chamber seemed to become enlarged. dkftking of this water (which is lightly esteemby the
ignorant) as much as he desired, he became safakant glorious that in all my life | do not remmber to have
seen a more glorious man, or more glorious deamshé&took me into his kingdom and showed me allttbasures
and riches of the whole world, till | was obligeddonfess, that so far from exaggerating his potherQueen had
not told me the half of it. Of gold and preciousteacles there was no end. There was also to belfeenewal and
restoration of youth and of the natural faculteesqd recovery of lost health, with a never failirappcea for all
diseases. What pleased me most of all, was thatetbple of that kingdom knew, feared, and honotheit
Creator, and asked and obtained of him wisdom, nstaleding, and, after this life, eternal glory ddtitude. May
this latter be given to us also by God the FatBeq the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, the Blessexity, to
Whom belong praise, glory, and honour, world withewod, Amen.



