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| have painstakingly translated the following téxim the original sixteenth century French. Itétained in "Le
Tableau des Riches Inventions Couvertes du vosdelates Amoureuses, qui sont representees d@oige de
Poliphile Desvoilees des ombres du Songe & sub@il@raxposees par Beroalde. A Paris Chez Matthielle@wot,
au Palais en la galerie des prisonniers. Aveclpgeidu Roy. 1600 "

The duty of remaining completely faithful to theginal text has compelled me to refrain from amegdi
punctuation and modernizing the style to improadedbility.

- Stanislas Klossowski de Rola

Steganographick Collection
Containing the intelligence of the frontispiece.

It is not disagreeable to good minds to depichemt that which they know, & there is no wish thalicits the heart
as much as the desire to know: & because of thishaé tell of past fortunes, & what traverses befg, while we
were transported with the delights of our affecsiagiending to replenish our heart with profitalideesce, in order
that you who have provided your soul with perfettishould be joyous to see that there are somefalloav your
allures, leading to blessings, & that those wha $og Philosophical encounters should have theitafsy enticed
with perfect contentment.

Our Druids have left us by a happy cabala, a littieof truth, which still remains in the ordertbé reminiscence
practiced in a certain place. Having heard ofdtfrthe learned Hamuel, we ventured to go forthb&we all for the
love of the excellent Olocliree, who is so bealtifinat Love always has triumphed through her effass is she the
loves of Love, who too many times has forgottenAggche, to live in search of her, & not in ordecommit
adultery, but to recognize in an excess of peidactiow much chaste affection is excellent at ttpease of
lascivious cupidity. This beauty still childlike ®by steals all hearts; young, she softly ravisiesn; old, she
possesses them chastely, & always modest sheesatisé souls exalted on her behalf; even absensirs them
with vehement desires of seeing her; present sheucoes them happily; disdainful she has alwayslagnia
consoled them; & favorable she has totally brodléin to the sovereign degree of beatitude: Nevesha caused
jealousy between those who have sought her, theratoving them by the impression of just & faitithoughts
of dissection, renders them united in the quesieofgood graces. There is to be found a truth msighd by the
mouth of the wise oracle, & engraved in a soutldasper which one sees in her dwelling, upon whietitese
words:

Olocliree, universal object of love, filling the wa with her name, shall have such excellence$,eb@n after she
shall been withdrawn from mortals, still shall $ieewell beloved: so much so that several will combe this grotto,
to have at least the good luck of breathing theesaimas this miracle of Nature, this Marvel of Werld.

Now our souls impassioned by her subject, enamduyete report of that wise old man, venerablergspnce,
veritable in discourse, & profitable in conversatiave resolved to go and visit the place whencérdes had
placed such perfect abundance. This place is gigdisthe perfect temperature of that inferiorligqthus do we
call the earth, although it rolls itself impetuouatound the Sun, which seasons it according teric®unters with
its heat) & this abode is found under the mostielus climate in the world, at the place receivimgny given
order all of heaven's precious gifts, which waslgthed at the very time that the stellar harmoniade a part of
century similar to the golden age. Having entehésitioly Tabernacle, | think that it was the joyobtaining our
desires, we had our senses filled with an excedleviuch is not to be compared to any common deiecta& we
no longer had any other care besides this meettnthat our remembrance was ruled by the truth niiakes us
judge that humans have memory, but very litttedmparison with their hopes: Here is the point whialst be
called true, so that in order to judge of it exac® according to the truth of which we are votariezhich compels
our innocence to declare it, | do not quite knovatihe instant was of this possible delectationo &move any
diversity which might make one doubt of it, it wiag hour when the delights of dreams are shapebatis where
I lay claim to such felicity, as the least unhajmayt of our life is that which is employed in nexsay sleep, which
is the image or perfect idea of the sweetness egtwvess itself: That if during the time of thisdsled rest one
enters into some difficult visions, & that the sshbuld be forced by unhappy apprehensions, onesasily
withdraw, if by shaking loose this bad spot, oriategyrates oneself in the goodness of one's qtietegite: & if it
should also happen, (as is most common as naitlirda to all contentment) the spirit is softly yped in the
agreeable shades of the opportune sweetness giepoos fantasies which conveniently relieve thetheae




diverts oneself, one dives therein, & dwelling filetherein, one remains in this ease as longresaan, in order to
savor at length the delicious pleasure which isgiged in such felicity. But before going furthemust pour forth
my conceptions, & give vent to that fire which makey soul boil. If | knew that any profaner shodhte to extend
his detestable hand toward this book in order twteit, or that some unworthy person should coonthfto peruse
it, that some arrogant superstitious being gobhiiregreputation of fair souls, should draw therefrany pleasure,
or that the clever spectator of sovereign profith wnvy should seek therein the good that onlghgs to the
loving hearts, | would break the pen that tracehsavolutions of fine mysteries, | would wish ordetting myself
to withdraw the whole memory there is to pictur@teself the contentment which is practiced iningiprettily
with the drapes of fine fictions, that which isea& sole expedient to wit to rise above all tisavirtuous, & in
frustrating myself of the life of my life, | wouldbstain from dealing with the fruitful baits thatract to sacred
voluptuousness. It shall however occur accordintp¢ocordinance of the great Master.

Having reached the sacred precinct, & casting thiecgs of our eyes upon the marvels of the plaesetappeared
before us a Nymph so beautiful, that | believeistthe archetype of beauty, & the formal idea uptich nature
fashions the sovereign artifices of her works,ltafflement caused me to remain with one foot sudpems if | had
been some antique figure balanced upon a ped&stainaining thus arrested | beheld her, becausermad any
object filled with such delight the capacity of sight, beside this one. This beauty did not presergelf to us in
the revealed fashion which is customary with sewafraur ladies, who take more pleasure & esteeemselves of
better grace in donning themselves with presumptlman to fashion themselves modestly with humilitya
fashion without artifice, & as devoid of any strarigtention, she behaved in this encounter withré¢lgeiired
naivete which contents the spirits with affectitrall of this is a dream, oh blessed dream, | tiee back to the
most beautiful of dreams, & if thou wert some desBubstance, | would hang up for thee a paintirangrother
desirable votive offering, in recognition of thywéas. But would it not be better still, would ittrtme a naively
reported truth, in proportion of a quite perfeabyreeable essence ? For | still can picture to lnlgee beautiful
eyes, bright sparks of affections causing infidigsires, | consign to the equitable term of mytsihis beautiful
mouth that proffered so many oracles, & in goingroadl the meetings of such beautiful gesturesigress in my
heart the same fashion of her who forever shalktehvpower upon my will. She was not the beautBidcliree, as
she herself told us, but she was her dear frieeexicellent Nephes, daughter of the great Archibasyery one
who converses with Olocliree, & who can cause bdre seen by the faithful Lovers of her beauties.

Having reached the first steps of the perron, whadho the interior conclave, she, while discougsiipon several
topics continuing the thread of those with whick &lad kindly received us, led us into the hallrglus: It must be
that your good destinies have prepared you foeb#tan average fortunes, having met me to bevedevith
primacy of gentle access, & familiar words, thaw yeould have met on another occasion, becausecovargs
rather rude & presumptuous, would not have hadebard to honor that one must show the wise incgjig& what
is all the more, is that you must take advantagauwth good fortune in having found this place almwmd&gnown to
the world. | recognize that the sovereign Archenyg father) has led you to it, after having introeldg/ou into the
legitimate paths, that make one find the way tehahis desirable den. And to speak truly, it it easy to find
oneself therein so propitiously, no matter how maoate one takes. Thus truly holding propitiousulieof my
father, which | consent to strictly observe, | wsbabmmunicate nothing to you without your most éece fortune.
Thus know that my father alone has given me thalligence that | wish to communicate to you, & nonay have
access to the holy limits of the great secretfyuineans of the ordinary tradition, which is nowadleed, as well as
tied to the tongue of the wise Oboel, who todayHhagiwelling far remote from the countries where @ be
found, & in which land the inquirers. He hides hatfisn the tortuous dens of the grotto of LITIE,i&is not easy to
be able to accost him, & mainly in the mood thiahdw him to be in, being hard pressed by regrdtriaice
reigns so much in the world that it has more cr&diuthority than goodness, which yesteryear waslrse of
fine hearts, who busied themselves with legitintateupations.

For this cause which | consider a most unsettlestariiine about to befall, & to cause untold damégshould
Oboel persist in his disastrous opinion as it settaishe will, this fine chain of cabala would beken, to the
detriment of all good intentions. Forecasting whitte great Archeus, who takes pity upon benigisstias
remedied it, so that by means of a new link it $thatill remain for the relief & consolation of taful courages.
For this reason he has allowed me to surprise Hiitevie slept, & to steal his memory, which | haxtracted
from himself, & have read therein as in a pictime whole of his doctrine & remembrance, in thatchitoncerns
the affairs of the excellent Olocliree, who is &mbw, oh dear ally, the unique object of your efffen: | have
therefore applied this memory to my intelligencéjaeh having received the entire impression of thiaich is
contained in this abundant memory; | set it bacisiplace before the decease of his sleep. Suble imieans to
restitute that which was going to be lost, for lmuld with life have extinguished what science hesessed, which
(possibly) could never have been withdrawn fromrédwesses where oblivion might perchance haveikepgrnally



wrapped up. Having completed this salutary disamuske led us further to the Palace of Prudenceade us
behold several symbols of the mysteries most adhfiyethe laborious ones, who day & night sigh fbilgsophick
sweetness: as much for the eternal memory dueetbather of the wise, than to attract the heagpalzie of
instruction. The figures that we saw had been pvese according to the statute of the first Doctors
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On the left side is the effigy of the Patriarch,onftist among mortals practiced the occult encosndé the science
of perfection: the appearance that we shall dediiiteender possible the remainder & the progrefsthe same true
subjects that we have in mind. The seat of thiatgPlilosopher was depicted with a beautiful maetddorated
with Mosaic, & speckled with mosaic gold, whichdlden days Jupiter King of Crete invented. We séed it
according to its full design in the hermitage of taiden, if God grants us the grace that we mag j®u to it.
Therein resided peacefully the venerable figura fifie old man, having an elongated beard in theaiame style,
the rest followed with as many lineaments as griioe his mouth proceeded forth a crescent, wheseshpointed
Heavenwards: below between his feet we noticedigliee of the Sun. His robe was here and thereaspoeit,
according to the majesty of the draperies thatesasvornaments to his magnificence. This representaolds in
his hands, upon his knees, the book of glory, saitim flames & tears, of which the whole book istken: & these
Elements are the two exact intelligences, contgittie two hieroglyphick designs of the fateful Bbughich
naturally is the product of two substances. Thistery made us mindful to seek where the openingefolume
might be, which truly in this place was a real boodt portrayed as it is uniquely desirable. It @wed to the neck
of the figure, hanging from a chain, made fromttiue golden blade of the foliated earth of the Wisthat incited
us further in this first desire, is one of the piple Sophisms of the ancients, of which we werle#on a little, not
guite enough however to be enlightened by truthtdoknow that it was properly that such Sophisweie by the
good Nephtes interpreted for us, true Lies, orgytiiths: & although we were mindful of those tearBames,
which we could not comprehend well, she told us garable:



He who sometimes has seen the drop of putty ch@&rgepressing it has caused a limpid tear to idsuth, should
take care, & he will see at the time prescribedtiergentle pressure, fire proceeding from theogbibhick subject,
a similar substance: for as soon as its violetdslass shall be excited for the second time, it giile rise to
something like a drop, or flower, or flame, or pear other similitude of gem, which shall be disiied until it will
flow as a whiteness most clear, which afterwardsbei capable of dressing itself with the honobe#utiful rubies
& ethereal stones which are the true fire of tha gothe light of the Philosophers. She still hadge fine words
upon her lips, when the great serpent Orthomanaited from his water & causing a great noise colagels to
observe him, he was frolicking in his flowing wayedere we see him floating in the billows, & cagsgreat
tremors, with his flaming wings he was diverselximg the contrary qualities, wherein we observethypleasure
the solace that he took in deducting his fiery tengto the waters, a single object seemed tocgyffn as much as
our root is unique, but accidents being in greamiper, & having the good luck & the convenienceeaxing more,
it would have been a criminal sin not to make usguch good fortune, & a testimony of wishing tollaa in
ignorance, to refuse to our eyes the many deligjiatisoffered themselves in this Palace. And theihlzshooved us
to make a good provision of everything that migtetsent itself, & to allow it to be garnered by thind capable of
it, we retraced all the places and spots wheretivere rarities. At the forefront of the hall belowas the true naive
and correct prototype of the veritable Chaos, upbith depends the subject of our hopes: there vegrerted the
lands thrown indifferently hither & thither, & withut art, amidst the running waters, gold in wa®edjstilling

gold in drops in the air, not quite distinguisheahfi fires borne everywhere at random in this unchicexture,
confused with respect to its proportion without syetry. In this distinct confusion were all the FRits) the Moon
toward the East, Mercury in the North, the SurhimWest, with most of the others inclined upon #higp. One saw
Venus rolling in the South. Mars was placed betwlerSun & Mercury. And below the Sun Mercury shioréh,
& Jupiter had a more westerly intention: & as michppearance as it seemed that those were thet®laowever
there was nothing of them, but their sole powersoatls, which are the occult virtues which mustrizele manifest
by the operations. In the middle of the Chaoslitla globe fortunately distinguished, which istbminent place of
the relationship of everything that is useful tis ttesearch. This little place more capable thanithole, this part
comprising its whole: this accessory more abunttant its principal, opening the point of its tre@sucauses the
two substances, which are but one single one,geapwhose Mercurial form is a drop, or tear, & Sulphurous
as flame. From these two is mixed the unique pgdiecthe abundant simple, the composed withoutsp#re only
indivisible, known to the Wise, whence proceedsBbagh of Destiny, which spreads evenly even beybad
Chaos, from which it proceeds without disorder tanais legitimate end, & this according to its fimeion of unity
that surpasses any equality of any other desirabik; this branch of perfection proceeding from thenuments of
the Chaos is accompanied by the heat of the canimfire, which by the vigor of its good flame guébundant in
exquisite heat, nourished by humid abundance, daugéhe antiperistasis of its nourishing effectpécult virtue,
gives birth to a fine tree rising growing quitel,t& more than three times higher than the risilagnies that nourish
themselves within its foot, at the expense thdirigs lengthen. The Demon Armostose happens bglesud cutting
the ripe branches, & making them fall into the fivecontinue it & nourish it with its permanent ieal substance,
until the fairy torch has been lit therein thatlsgaide the Lovers in the obscure alley that letadthe residence of
the fair Olocliree. Beyond the fire is the Dueltloé two antique snakes, newly born, & so well nehed that
already they are quite perfect, & so full of strémghat the sliding one not wishing to yield te thinged one, nor
he to the other, they are joined in cruel battlaliddous were those who of yore suggested that sheaflowed one
another, the one seizing with his mouth the tathefother, & that thus they mutually caused edbbrdo die: for
we have seen the real figure, & discovering whattthth is upon which quite another discourse lentrast about
these snakes, & we have known that they strangdeaonther: & the one & the other squeezing eacér Gih
strongly by the tail, tying it to each other inaaye, that they extinguish one another, the flying baving spread his
wings upon the earth to receive their bodies whihbe united in them in their putrefaction, fromhich they must
come out again, not as two, but as one, as thelyarefrom a mother at the same time, & this rébivill be the
pure substance, that threading itself in the Bdugthe blood of the dismembered Lion, shall gradt tree from
which will spring the worm from which shall be maitie Phoenix, which growing perfectly, will becotaeger
than his nest, & more widespread than the treeciwdaicks a complexion of soul which in the Phoersxnformed
& informing, the Phoenix extends his wings uponfelicity, & grows by the hour in his perfectiomase hours are
determined by the animal nourished in Memphis, Whinique in nature lets its waters flow two by tefmur
hours, which are the happy terms, comprising tlabske wise. The perfect bird having become raegabse it is
of pure qualities may fly to Heaven in the Plan&tgven frolic at the center of the earth, & to Hi@longs a fine
grandeur of strength : that is in being uniqueishigy himself as strong as all the birds of a sggaivho might each
be of the same size, & because of this, he holtssiclaws on the left hand a magnificent hornlefity, from
which as a symbol of happiness falls a floweringeravhich blooms in perfumed petals, of which alls upon an



old tree stump, from which through its enliveningch, & generative faculty, a little blade is bevhich becomes a
light branch, from which drops a tear, which tramsfs itself into the fountain of youth, upon whigtesides Janus,
become child, as he appears to us having two fafgelsimp children, joined inseparably above thenpof the
fountainhead. Here is one of the perfect goallidify, here is the beginning of rest after theibde labors that
one has suffered. For the one who will managedower one flowerlet from these flowers, shall obthierefrom
abundant fruits, & will have the sacred pledge & Holy deposit that must be offered to Oloclirepadtake of her
good graces. Who shall taste the liquor of thisifain, will be assured to be able to withstandtedlardent
hardships, wherein one must be hardened followiegracks of love, & who from the ardent humorto$ tdrop
will be able to excite the lively flame that sonnedis explodes from it like lightning, will be abtelight his torch,
that shall lead him into the secret cabinet wheisneceived the contentment of the happy enjoyraé@tiocliree.
We were going ever forward, devouring with gluttaa@yes everything that had the appearance oiitsideilof
beauty, hiding secrets, when the fair Nephes mylgsister (by alliance & by fact as she declarégmwe were
alone) came to interrupt us, by which she made m@ifest demonstration of the truth of our kinshifhieh cannot
lie. Thus speaking to us with a fine kind of aci#fj she gave everyone some manner of occupatimmijtttvas easy
for us to part from the group, therefore havingssesl a small portico, which was not noticed apwalthe others,
who went seeking us here and there in this denteninéinite pleasures made them almost forget bseace, we
entered into the inner courtyard, all in polishéakg by a surrounding lake: | followed my intensarasting my
sight everywhere, when suddenly | saw coming othefEast the apparition of a venerable man maggmifiin
greatness, & excellent in form, | shivered a ljtdthough with ease, in as much as what | sawageseable, & the
goodness of my heart made my soul gently swarm thithsuspense. My good Nephes informed me aboat Wwh
was seeing, this is (said she) the notable & dgrédbsophick PHECEL, who comes by the leave ofgiteat
Archeus, to instruct you & inquire of the desiréyaur heart. Had you attempted this adventure auith
communicating yourself to so many people, you wadaoidy ago have been enlightened. But, oh simplemne
affections, where have you learnt that the lovirecfice must be hazarded in a group? Do you notvkhat Love
being unique, wants subjects who have no othentiiotes beside themselves? Thus, one had to hokketrapart to
make the right encounter, following your trial athevill be instituted, time has flown, & you havenmained until
this hour without a good resolution, still pooratére you could not comprehend me, you were dyingring the
others here with you, & | was almost compelledliaradon you to the vain pleasure that you took indbeith
them, to make as if you knew full well how to beaver: let that never be, thus rather from this reatbe true to
yourself, then the secrets will flock to you, faey do not love the wind: the honors of the worlel @ them but
profanation, & the fruits of our loves are asharhgdhe presence of commoners who are profane éomibst part:
do you want that which is unique to belong to athecs but the single-hearted? By this several,gpsteven all the
wise hearts shall understand whether they are waifthleaven's benefits. The terror that this unetguk specter
had caused me, did not touch my heart as muchsagethonstrance, by which | was as if drawn fromdiepths of
an idle sleep that the shame of sadness can Wvig,d did not know if this discourse was a seateto reject my
claims, & | almost abandoned my courage to ldbitvfunbecomingly, without remembering that Loveeatsely
exercises hearts who have assurance, & that degpie degenerate he benefits only the valiantned
everything to good account, assuring myself thaigomyd Nephtes remonstrated with me to instruct&not to
estrange me. Therefore approaching the great PHECEL a little fearful emotion from this mocka@crow,
however | resolved, remembering that | had learithé past that he only got along with those whevkhim, &
only familiarized himself with those who knew hosvhandle him with good grace. And to be amongdited |
observed him in profile, & his face seemed to mausstere, that had | not withdrawn into myselfidey to
vanquish the disgrace that pressed about me vath&elefiance, | would have been so wrapped upupas, that |
would have lost the desire to go beyond. | lookelaira from a third vantage point, & | found his éto be but
threats of discomfort, presence of troubles, & lolsBopes. Finally looking at him | saw him full o then all the
fears leaving my previously astonished soul, | tedleisure & occasion to observe his grace, lapqrtions, his
air, & everything that he had that was remarkaglerecognized him to be possessed of a serenfédak & so
gracious a gesture, that | was a lot more assttdwhen | had been afflicted before meeting hitmctvto me
was an adventurous omen of prosperity, a happyassel of consolation, & a sure certitude of consialitity.
Thus finding myself so well with the Prince of inmaations, | rendered myself attentive to notice h&rio hear the
maxims that he proffered, as if in haste, all therersince he does not wish to communicate himsédingth,
considering it unworthy of his greatness to beipriol discourse, & too much approaching profanatmmrolunteer
a little more than very little; while speaking wiginace he touched my hand, as if wishing to teltinag¢ | might be
welcome, & he left me with the debonair Nephes, whan efficiency of prosperity, promised to rmake happier
than all the Lovers, servants of Olocliree, a nAwennot voice without all due reverence. It ightose who are well
born, & have the state of felicity as their birgtandant to rejoice. The great Phecel having ceiirdis vault,



Nephes told me about several marvels of the ptEdbe ordinance of that which is practiced th&ef what is
permitted to report thereof. | fancy that | stidlesthis precious monument of disjointed coral whgigrecious airs
were gathered in distinguished forms, & this pleasuas so naive, that | persuade myself to besaddime instant
that | heard & saw her discoursing thus. Heavendgist, returning everything to us as the pricewflabor, does
not wish that fine souls should be incessantlytfaied of the fruits of their works, & for that szm allowing that
love should impress his forces in fine hearts, eawesirable things to have a feeling of gratifiedehe passions
excited upon their occasion, & therefore our bdal®locliree is no less desirous to be sought ther faithful
Lovers are passionate about her: if it were othegwshe would do wrong to her beauty, which iddirest object
of the affectionate courages. She takes pleasueiiny loved, & all her desires inclines her to $bé solicitude of
perfect Lovers: but she will admit only the one vdam judge what perfectly legitimate love is. Aretluse of this
the intellective power animating the angel pregidiner her affections, has set in curious soulthallpure
intentions of love, to which any heart of desireduces itself for all subjects. By which as isvident, all the sages
have practiced the art under the shadow of the brezaitiful folds of love. Love has been, & stiltle gracious
brush that has traced all that is rare & destiasdnuch between the superior powers, than witinfeeior ones, &
that which is of their subject. That is why the Ghaf our ordinance rests upon the stem of Mywilch is the
symbol of love, & as love spreads happily everywhene sees here, Myrtle, growing in infinite bizee on all
sides of this place, & this stem thus dilated, destates that all our diligence lays claims to imglother than
love. Know, see, & hear, & you will prudently obgeithat all the most precious, magnificent & googsteries,
have been hidden & retraced under the beautiesvef for love is the soul happy with everythingeréhis in old
French an equivocalness, containing the derivaifdave, written in capital letters, L'AME-HEUR (8bFortune),
as if one meant that love was the good fortunéefsbul, & as the terms have changed, as formedysaid
doulour for douleur (pain), one used to say AME&@Row AMOUR (love), & then for a correct intelligea of
what it is, the love of every one is one's prettResost intimate desires, & to enjoy one's loveplioperly speaking
to abound in the fruition of hoped for excellenget in effects that cause sadness by their pemepir danger by
their accomplishment, or sin by their meeting; ppetmanent joy in finding them; accomplished sewguinit
receiving them; & durable glory with the adventloéir legitimate end. The profane have set a y@iinuthe eyes of
love, because they did not dare to cast their sighh his divinities, whose rays they could notwafand: but the
sages who live according to equity, & behave théveseaccording to the spirit of the sentences pseddy truth,
represent him unbound, as he actually is: if soawe heft him with such a blindfold, it was to friege the
unworthy: for in fact Love is brother to the liglt,her true guide illuminating everything that spable of so
being: & there are but those who are in miserygabrance to whom he is blind, not that he is, bistthey who
believe they see, when they have no eyes, as opposee children of light, whom love guides by ffahs of
correct knowledge: or if by chance there shouldiddness, then by the sincerity of his magnifiag#rations he
removes all shadows, & dissipates the difficultiest would detour the intentions: & is also truhgttorch of souls
& the broom casting to the wind the straws of igmae, thus ignorance in our subject is a manifagt,f& a
notable sin: for this reason, so that you shouldoecamong those who are rebellious to the ordemmfcence, to
which all true Philosophers, & perfect Lovers bgphshall equip you with certain maxims, whichesftruminated
in your heart, will render you capable of enjoyymur blessed loves & of the enjoyment of your objexattain
which there is but one way in which he who findsigelf therein encounters every felicity, as belmgdnly one
truly blessed: & | am often sad to hear that sorherw| would like to help, ignore my advice & altlgiuthey have
one of my sisters as a guide, & sometimes eithesaffiyor our great universal, they still hold tp&th in horror, &
they disdain this way, as it seems vulgar to the@cause it is quite frequented: but be advisedttimbnly chosen
by those most in tune, & that those who are distchthereby have troubles with their imaginatiora, that they
obtained them from the great Phecel, but fromithette in their understanding, which judges withstience.
Then my brother, believe me, | beg thee, that whaasy is the most beautiful. Secrets wrappedfficudt returns,
& that are coiled in devices of apparent excellsneee in reality so secret, that they remain smatly, & in such
a way, that never does one discover them: & theviedge that they suppose remains so secretly aesuch
labyrinths that none is enlightened thereby: besadivthat difficulties bring nothing but troublayelrsities corrupt
the unique existence of the truth, which is singleasy for those who know it, but infinitely faiofin those who
ignore it, the smallest and most abject devicetjmad by the most ignorant of craftsmen, is extrigrdéficult for
he who does not know it, even the wise admiresgifdespised by the lesser: If that is continuosesgn, then how
indeed will it be with our subject so much more &divle, useful & necessary? It is certain that Gad not given
the love of science to plunge the mind into troubleerplexity, but the human spirit distrustful thie sovereign
grace, iniquitously and without cause dives intbjscts wherein he ought to have patience & humitiyintervene
only to glorify his maker: that not being the casence thrusting himself often with impetuous desfior
illegitimate causes, it so happens by the effiaafogrror that one stumbles at the abyss of vanitiesause one has



voluntarily tripped against the obstaglg of presumption. Now the Saint having given thesce to render the
mind quite clear by the events, communicates itejples to his own to establish their souls infeetrhabit, & in
order to do so he grants the organ of mundane sygan to all, but to those who by the happy enteruof the
effects of wisdom arrive at this desirable pointt Bll eyes are not capable of seeing that beastiftret, which has
no other defined goal but perfection. And indeead has not given the love of science to plungentind into
trouble & diversity of confusions, but rather toder it clear & susceptible of all agreeable & jigsins, & the
effects of it that he allows therefrom to the geodils, are but to establish them in their bestistérxce, in order to
reach which one must proceed with righteous & menfeeans. Hold as a constant resolution that pisfets not
obtained by a constrained order, leading to sona¢ fgoced by intolerable involutions, but by theeassary &
legitimate one which is equitable, thereby one mastruin anything to establish, in any way splé £xcellent to
restitute it, in as much that it is not reasonabl&ouble to enlighten, to Kill to vivify, to repve to tame: it
behooves to develop in order to find, to excitentite, & at least in appearance to resolve thetimosuth: it is not
the fruit that must be desolated but if it may bl sit is the seed that one must agitate and resateupt, that it
may rise thereafter in fruits much more desirabéntit seemed capable of. If then you fancy falthfu
accomplishing the desire of your effectuating aftet, consider the perfect substances, & those lwgind toward
perfection, those unaltered by movement, & thoaedhe alterable, even in a moment, & make eleafdhat
which is potentially alterable in this nature whiglyuires to be moved, in order to be drawn ouiisahanifest
privation, which it shows itself quite evidentlysik®us of. May this be to you a signal in the soubrder that you
should not be found defective before the eyes otldee, who cares only about accomplished spifitel since
she is the sole point of your desires, as sheeigligct of your heart, have that heart full enowgh valor to hear &
practice. Do not think of going to her to be corntddddy her to her own enjoyment, comprehend wheedss &
whence you will be able to find the means to ghean & from her you shall reach the most excelfint. And
although she is that which is the unique excelletiugs is she known only by the King who will berivérom her,
& by the fair Queen whose mother she shall alsdflmme takes the trouble thereof. She is trulyrtheother, in as
much as she is their soul & perfect form in twdhef terms: for as soon as she is at the commenc¢erhker
adolescence, she can be the mother of the Quessnh#ving reached the perfect age, & being inrilité bf her
greatest beauty, she will be able to give birtthtioKing, who is the little King of the world.

Therefore to arrive to this Great Good, go by thelting of Olocliree's mother, to see her firstaasse, & you will
remark a notable point: children who are initiddyautiful, whose beauty is so lauded, are nothirthe end, this
beauty dries up, & perishes, & finally they are glaibut figures of ugliness: It is quite otherwigith Olocliree,
her initial birth is ugly, she has but the rougattees of that which she is to become: but if or@tes & nourishes
her with the external agent that amplifies therinteone, she will embellish by and by, until stk be wholly
beautiful. If this essence is once known to yow wdll know that it perfects itself without dividinanything, for
never does nature in effect lay claim to it, butrfally, separating the ugly to adjoin the beautifaldiminish the
unpleasant, in order to augment the agreeableeodgng the whole & multiplying the virtue, througime effect of
which nothing is disjoined, nothing is apart nopa@ted, although erased, & in fact the accidaetsat separated
but erased, as they fade without diminishing inveanythe quantity, of which they would have beenagetrt had
they been separated, in as much as to separaifiesigo set apart, & like disjoining, which is b& avoided, since
through disjunction one unfastens the specific &ra ties, which can never be restituted, nor igthe put in their
place. That which once is cut may not be soldegainato become as united as before, & that wtddisjoined by
nature cannot be comprised in such unity as nam#ives by its operations, in as much as thetism wf
continuity is never re-established in its firstrimgibecause of the retrenchment since the fissumered, there is no
more balm that repairs it, although some specidabounding more in imagination than in truth, sbutter,
cheese & whey, as being able to be returned integtamilk: although that is (by their leave) anpossibility of
nature: that which is past may not return: therrgaefruit cannot grow green again: cream once est&pm the
body that contained it does not ever return toitsidf into the minute parts whence it came, atterliver has
distinguished into bodies the substances thatodbe distributed everywhere, there is no meanstighthey could
again become what they were before their separafioms to speak truly, to separate when there iseeal to do so
is to insult love which only requires union. Thawwhy | advise you if you are a faithful Lover ofcCliree, to bear
in mind the comparisons that | have proposed tg youhat you might be discreet in her quest, wigcrccording
to the unique encounter of the truth, which is En& which offers us a unique subject excitabldlg unique one,
acting in the capable one, at the time uniquelyirdisished of the first & unique equal distinctidrnere is nothing
so heavenly destined than the subjects of lovegtwaie faithfully united, therefore for your ownogbbe extremely
discreet, & do not ever think of joining Apaxe witHocliree, although it appears to be the dutyeHkee this
thought, & mind that Olocliree knows that her fatBeher mother are but potentially herself, unitednediately:
thereby she flees what Heaven has disunited, &thtatre has made separate. That which by natateogether



separate, & even in appearance, being other loystiaction, will never be absolutely conjoinedy maixed exactly.
The substances divided by nature cannot eithepbioed to their very depth, nor concentricalljefe is a
certain fateful moment, & a sweet condition of emtter which joins the hearts, which must belongrte to
another, that already they are united before separation is estimated: if that is not the cdsaetwill never be
peace between those who dare to assemble themsgleeatentment shall not be found, in as much thate is
difficulty in constraint. Above all, do not dare wado that which is done. You would not know hovirtdine nor
induce nature otherwise than for that to whicls lléstined, nothing can happen to it otherwise thanwhich is
proper for it, as love, father of conformity, isjsgt that he rejects everything that is not atraiccordance with his
decrees. For this reason know that what was umitddthe faithful tie of Nature & love, should iebviolated, or
undone, cannot be restituted anymore: the oathelordken mended, is no longer that initial faith@ds: it is done
for, one could not reunite the disjoined partsstha one knows the solder of nature, thereforenoumgt not be
obstinate in separating that which nature has @o®jlp nor be obstinate in uniting that which Natias not
destined reciprocally one for the other, but onateonserve, maintain, augment, agitate, & suhisterthat which
Love, Heaven, Nature, or the Entelechy has conghinaultiplying the good which is in the subjecteonill obtain
the goodness that is decreed therefrom. Such isdlye the preparation that one must adopt to @ehs beautiful
Olocliree: whereas if one does not observe thesémsaone will never have any part of her, in axmas she
holds in abomination everything that might bringuiole into loyal sympathies. | beg of you fair Fdef it should
happen that what tied us should be undone, whalaenhake it, or again establish it in being, taeinis with the
alliance which is between us? Being thus estrarigéalywhat new reiterations of beginnings wouldneurn, to be
born from subjects that would cause us in the erzbtome that which we are?

What is cannot be reduced to such principle, thatuld become in order to be what potentiallyaih @y no means
be. | shall tell you again, as must be done, bexabtithe two pleasing adventures, & advise younis Yigor
wherein you are, which if you persist in, possiipby will be satisfied, & to assure you further, @ese of the last &
great secret that accidents may be erased, & otheased: never is the accident separated but dnitheesubstance
to which the subject belongs. It is true that theme substantial accidents which are separableshifi®one must be
prudent, as such may subsist, & pure accident& @an be extinguished & dissipated, & as it weensmuted, by
which Love is excellent since he creates that whiak not, & by the vivacity of his fire causes tcbme in
complete excellence that which was simple & in @ppece of very little value, to be in the end theedlent cause
of that which is the price of everything under 8un. And it is this beautiful Olocliree, desirablgove all that is
desirable for her abundant felicity. Now follow ttelights of your designs, & if coming & going atpthis path
that | am showing you between these two little spglou do not find the occasion to properly chabseplace of
the desired dwelling, to meet your intended Beaditif:you are not instructed enough, come backisit e in my
tabernacle, & | shall show you the fine mirrors ghivill make the beautiful features of the Beautgwn to you,
after having faithfully guided you to where sheides in the patience of her perfection. To thigeffawaiting our
further communication, have your intelligence vadtumspect, in order to precisely aim your intenttoward that
precious glass that cannot be annihilated, towaatfine glass which nature excites by the chamgsed by the
principle of movement. That glass is the crystahefwise, it is all their precious stones thatsraute everything
in their own perfection: it is this glass alone w@fhis infinitely humid, & infinitely dry & of suchmature that it unites
with all subjects, if it is melted in molten glasslyes it, with metal it does the same, it perteBaverything, &
even melts into human moistures, having ingreseyeieere to rectify all substances. This philosoglgtass has
power over all natures, which it brings to its omature, accomplishing them with all perfectionstsare the loves
of Olocliree, & the grace of her gentle enjoymaentterein she takes infinite pleasure, & beholdingé# in her
fine mirrors, she orders infinite delectations adaay to the species that the great Phecel hasndieted therein, as
befits everything that the holy Archeus has allowedto deal with. Those mirrors shall be the etesgmbol of
your fidelities, & the unique guide of your lov8ese little silk filaments that seem spun by tlyengdhs of love,
are those fine glass threads, admirable sourctge aghagnificent golden boughs, that shade the megraf the arbor
where Love rests, & wherein retreats our uniquecl’ke. Be firm, & remember, or learn that the hedwisdom

is in Constancy, do not go forth like a man of warfiollowing the diverse detours of unchaste lgwssy to accost,
& easy of fruition, but pursue that which is withem little by little, & chaste may not be profanédid on tightly
to the unigue Bough of Destiny, which is the fat&figood branch, that multiplies felicities, substas, & delights
without repentance. And if you should stop at séime to catch your breath, you should be atteritvihe
Xantisophilles upon the walls & paintings withimguywill discover therein all the Steganography dicke
science, containing in itself all the most beauitsiecrets of love, & the most delicious encountbas are practiced
with the excellent Olocliree, with whom one findsp&rceives all happiness without unpleasantnelsg;aale
without boredom, & commodity without interval, & enything lies within a single point, a single sudtja single
knowledge, & a single key, other than which norfeeobrings profit. There is but a single means hictvonce



informed, one may be capable of all that depeneiethpon, with a little intelligence one comprete&dknows
almost everything. And should it happen that soregeither by adventure, or by solicitude, castey@upon the
blessed polish of Olocliree's fine mirror, he estato such perfect intelligence, through thishit vision, that all
obscurity withdraws from him, everything that ishb&den to the human mind is imagined in the reibes of so
perfect a glass, mother of the most beautiful b§@knces. That is to what must aspire all thinfal Lovers, who
can see themselves again in this reflecting ligiit,read therein everything that is intelligibl&,easily from one
will get to the others, until at the end having dldithemselves in the seven mirrors, they shatidsaired of their
hopes, certain of the state of their desires, &eatrwith the fruition of the good grace of Oloek; who insures
that her true Lovers by the good that she infuststheir spirits, are most often called prophet®s much as they
visibly perceive everything, & in such glorious ftaheir souls are called bodies, & their bodieslsp& the one is
the other, & the other the one, their souls onglsisoul, the unique soul many souls, one bodytikes, the body
many bodies. How pleasing it was for me to heaseatfsme Enigmas, these Sophisms of the wise, tlydteart was
dilated in apprehending such future delights pregdds good courage. There is no joy so abundagte tis no
contentment so glorious, nor glory so magnifictimn to find oneself in such a state, & alreadsitids if | was
flying happily above all heartfelt gladness. Hex¢a be found the great stratagem of Ladies, &#wezet of the
secrets of love, which punishes those who do notinow to recognize the good, & who are so deldadetheir
good fortune, that forgetting whence came theiraatige, they think only of satisfying their desifdephes saw
me considering my good, & not the honor that cautséd order to make me feel where duty lay, sleyg@d a trick
upon me which in the event shall be an exampldl ioquirers. Certainly | must say so, as my natfinelined
toward courtesy) compels me more than anything &deventure forth to still repeat that there stihing better
under the Sun than fair Ladies, they are the hasgiof the world, the masterpiece of God, & thendance of the
advice that must be followed, to never have tomegmut one must give oneself a stroke of prudenégthat if one
wishes to have the counsel of a Lady, one must raak&s proposal quite simple, & tending a littl¢htat which
might touch her: why should | not say this, sirfoe 6ld proverb has good sons resembling their metewise
daughters resembling their fathers: there shouldeany controversy as to the dignity of Ladiest#ve all here
where they are the subject of our designs, & oligifie. And because they know it, they have anriit§i of fine
inventions to make us find it still better. Whatishat would debate this subject with us: is scenot a Lady, are
virtues not the same: And is it not also our intamto have these beautiful objects as our goaleuthe agreeable
similitudes of that which God has made for humameation: This is how we wander in a quest for #goey, &
Ladies who have judgment, & wish to remain in tlagiquired grandeur, know how to multiply their gito the
disadvantage of our heart, & by our own fault: &uswer for their own part they use it with such gagpdce,
softened with the features & gentleness of bedhat,our reputation is not at stake. To be gerilysad by a wise
Lady, a Knight is all the worthier, it is his hondris the sign that he is in the good gracedefRair Ones. For
those to whom they give the most traverses witbffence, are those whom they reserve the happtytfrai
legitimate loves produce with true contentment: Aweger do they offend, should one be offendediniscretion
shall be the cause, because the decent ones daarphor see that which goes against the gooafiglssir just
opinion. | go on thus losing myself to flatter miyse my misfortune which occurred through lackaaisideration.
| believed | was already holding this flower, & hanly to extend my hand to touch the odorous leawdke
Nephes (happy in her enterprises) wanting withtleied time to make me purchase that which otherwiseuld
have had too cheaply, set me back through my &rrthrer than | ever was, from what | looked uporabmsost
obtained. It is usual when one finds oneself ainbtant of obtaining the coveted good, that orerwother
thought, & one does not recognize whence camediangage of such great good. And because of thosder to
make me think about it, she set loose the Liormweds, it is not a furious Lion, it is engenderethatsame time, &
by the same parents as the Matichore of the famymfain. Who would not be terrified by the suddeoccainter of
what one has never seen, & which resembles thathwhay give a real fright? The Lion came noisiljyrined
around to see what it was, | beheld it, & was ssegk: there was neither love nor present consaolatieither
acquired assurance, nor natural value that prestangefrom quaking, & to be stricken with horrorf@thermore,
beholding Nephes darting from the path where wedstas if she had been terrified, she took offrenrtght side, |
advanced on the left, & retreated towards the Hatking that she had entered therein: it wasshedow which
had deceived me: & although | might have been ddigean innocent fright, still is it that | was rsm aghast, that |
should not have known that it was fitting to opposeself to the violence that the Lion might havesed the
Beauty, therefore | hastened seeing the beast apipira: | fancied that it was by chance that it edrom nearby
forests, hence having nothing to defend myself witontinued my retreat, & wanting to advance i pephes by
the dress, in order to draw her back into the \whibse door | would close, | found myself grasping d vain
shadow: thus having in that hall come back to mses; | cast my eyes & ears on all sides hopitgtoalled. This
hall was on a pivot which bore it easily, the tofithe pavilion being done, | found the door thaat wanted to



close to the Lion to be on the opposite side ofolaee where previously it had been: | opened isa& my
companions who were seeking me, they reproacheaf im@ving wanted to see the beautiful paintingghefhall
alone, but they also claimed that they had seeRadliatain of Youth. They were mistaken, it was thetbrook of
the nearing Nymphs, which flows at the foot of ¢iteirs leading to the pavilion wherein dwells Olie: that is
what we were to learn from the paintings whichiarthis hall, & from the little mirror which facdsastward,
through which one sees the Fountain, whence proaedufinity of figures who are the evil Spiritshigh infect
humans, & properly speaking the contagious & inbleaiseases, which corrupt the felicity of lifehéBe
dissembling ones flee this holy liquor so mucht thase who touch it with the tip of their lips,who receive a
little bit of it, are preserved from all infirmity delivered from those that torment them. Thisskall see more
openly, with all the other magnificences whose atlwess to be undertaken, have been postponedimtilext
anniversary instituted by the fair Olocliree, wiwites all her perfect Lovers to find themselvesréh in order to
see to whom she will deign to give the hand oflfigeaccepting thereby the unique happy one fronoag all the
pursuers.
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1. The actual french word is "escot" a maritime tevhich refers to the aftmost lower corner of a latsail.



