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Two Prayers for Alchemists

by Karl von Eckartshausen (1752-1803)

1. Light Supreme, who art the Divine in Nature @mekllest in its innermost parts as in Heaven, kel be thy
qualities and laws!

2. Wherever thou art, all is brought to perfectiorgy the realm of thy Knowledge become subject timte.

3. May our will in all our work be only thee, setfeving Power of Light! And as in the whole of Natuhou
accomplishest all things, so accomplish all thimgsur work also.

4. Give us of the Dew of Heaven, and the Fat of&agh, the Fruits of Sun and Moon from the Treeits.

5. And forgive us all errors which we have comnaitie our work without knowledge of thee, as we seeturn
from their errors those who have offended our greceAnd leave us not to our own darkness and waurstience
but deliver us from all evil through the perfectioithy Work, Amen.

Hail, pure self-moving Source, O Form, pure foreiging the Light! The Light of all things unitesélf with thee
alone.

Most blessed art thou among all receptive formd,ldassed is the Fruit that thou conceivest, theefse of Light
united with warm substance.

Pure FormMother of the most perfect Being, lift thyself upthe Light for us, now as we toil and in the hatren
we complete the Work!



Freher's Process In the Philosophical Work

Dionysius Andreas Freher (1649-1728) was a Germgaiical writer who lived in London most of his lifele
wrote an extended commentary, in many manuscripihves and amounting to thousands of pages, ontitiags
and mystical ideas of Jacob Boehme (1575-1624)hBeés mysticism incorporated a number of alcheniissds
and it is not surprising that Freher sought to fiadallels between alchemical philosophy and histioigm.

Back to Introduction

The Process in the Philosophical Work

considered as thoroughly analogical

with that in Man's Redemption through Jesus Christ;

and represented by positions given thereof,

as to its principal points in Behmen's SignaturauRg chapters, vii, X, Xi, Xii.

1. Adam's primeval state in Paradise, and the mraofrigs spoiling himself, his whole created beihg,his lustful
imagination after the knowledge of good and esikightly by this author, not only spoken of in first beginning
of his description, but also frequently repeated zariously expressed throughout his whole diseaufsr if Man
understandeth not his own corrupted nature, artccthrae which he himself lieth under, how can hénteegined to
be able for an understanding of the nature anceairthe Earth? Or upon what ground can he presardeliver
such or such a particular thing from that cursepdre instrumental in this deliverance? whictis true Artist's
chiefest, nay only business.

2. As long as Adam stood in a pure paradisicaléenoy, the Eternal Word and power of life (callgathe author
the Heavenly Mercury), was his leader, and haddorainance in him. His life, which was a clear flamfire,
burned in and was nourished by that pure spiriilaf the Divine substantiality; which, togetheitivthe holy
water of eternal life, is generated in the angéligarld: and this, therefore, could not but give forth ariglus brigh
shining light.

3. Through the power of his imagination, or luseathe knowledge of good and evil, that which thes still kept
under in him, and was so hidden from him, viz.,dbevard watery property, came to be manifest snhaily oil,
and got predominance therein. This oil therefoosy nverpowered thereby, could no more be such eeeagle
food, and well-doing to his fire, as it could arid Hefore. And so his fire not only lost its shigilight, but came
also to be spoiled itself, for it was obscured, aratle all impotent. And his Mercury, which befanenis holy oil,
had caused and raised up paradisical joy and ttiyangrording to his moving and stirring propertaswiow made
a stinging anguishing poison, according to his aatural constitution, which he doth and must stanevhen
before or without the light.

4. Nothing of the Divine substantiality was heralppiled, poisoned, or turned into evil: though stmes this or
that expression, which must be made use of witheet¢o Man, may seem in outward appearance, ts@agthin
the like. For that which was in Man of the Divingbstantiality, faded disappeared, or died indeatiphly with
respect to Man; seeing that this disappearing,buagn entering into its own secret original, andst a returning
unto God the giver thereof. When contrariwise tteatural Mercury, that is, Man's own life, wenttfowith its
will, desire and lust, out of eternity into timex that the former union was broken, and upon tresdh, its own
natural property and propriety could not but be enadnifest immediately: and because of this mataifies,
which never should have been made, according twithef God, it is now rightly called spoiled, pned, and
turned into evil; when yet all this doth not redll Divine substantiality, nor the holy life of Gdulit only that of
Man.

5. This is the sum and substance of what Behmegeliaand more circumstantially declareth concermitan's
paradisical state, and falling away from it under turse. Where he brings in also for a cleanastilation hereof,
not only the fall of Lucifer, saying of him, thaistdesire was to try the fiery Mercury, like as Mi#gsired to try the
watery; but also the serpent with its poison, sgyihat in the strongest and most poisonous Merctheyhighest
tincture lieth, yet not in its own natural propemyc. All which he represents as a most propet pamtinent
introduction to this discourse of the PhilosophMédrk.

6. Immediately after the fall of Man, God said utite serpent, | will put enmity between thee amdvloman, and
between thy seed and her seed: her seed shak lthyi©iead, and thou shalt bruise his heel. Andiheéhe
philosopher's stone or tincture lieth implicitlyorthough this primarily concerneth Man, yet se@oiid it
concerneth the whole Creation also; and this brgisif the serpent's head is done both spirituaity @rporeally,
and both in time and in eternity, and though ifiedént degrees, yet in a parallel process or methoith here and



there.

7. The serpent's sting points at the Wrath-firel, @ woman's seed at the Light and Love-fire. €te® are in
every thing: and in the curse that former cameetpiedominant in outward Nature. This latter muast ibe raised
up again, and, by its shining through the Wratmutst subdue and keep it under, and take away ifriten
predominant power, so that it may keep and exemnnbeits true natural office, as a servant in &mthe light. And
that these two may no more stand in contrarietyapmbsition to each other, but be one only thirgarmonized
by Light and Love, and reintroduced into Paradésed when now thus the dark poisoned Mercury isttired, his
anguishing death is turned into triumphing life goyl and his former dark desire into a new Lightl & ovedesire
which of itself is now able to make in itself a purove and Light substantiality, viz., a heaventgly out of an
earthly.

8. The whole work consists summarily therein, tiaat things must be reduced back into one, evendnth a one
as they were from the beginning before they canteettwo. A heavenly thing and an earthly one atgetfoined.
That former must be admitted or received into fitsglthis latter, and must change it into its oveatenly quality.
Earth must be turned in, and Heaven out, etc. WiielMercury, that is therein, doth all himself thrtist is not tc
do it, neither can he do it: he is only to joindtiger those ingredients that are requisite, ateltee the work to be
done by that workman, which is therein already. ivatertheless Understanding and Faith is in himired; and
by this latter especially he is to co-operatejsfdesign shall take effect. For his design is mgttess than to fetch
out a body from the curse, and to raise it up ftbendead; which never can be done by him, thatlisisad
himself, both in his understanding, and as totisrnal life.

9. With all this, the process in the regeneratioMah runs parallel exactly. Consider only with thjsee heavenl
humanity of the Regenerator, and the earthly of fmlten Man, that is to be regenerated. Consithert, the former
must be received or taken in by the latter, antlttiia must suffer itself to be subdued, changegt kinder, and
turned in by that. Consider that faith in Man isalltely required, by which he must in a senseperate indeed,
but that for all this he cannot make himself a €lof God; but must suffer himself to be made séheyeternal
speaking Word, which in the philosophical processalled by Behmen, the Heavenly Mercury. Whicl alsthe
end of time, as in the completest period of thenegation, will raise up his body again, which tlséall no more
be earthly, but heavenly, and conformable to hia glerified body. Consider, | say, all this in ftae coherence,
and dependence upon the only love and free graGedf and you will certainly find, that all the deiption of this
process, is nothing else but a sound, true and paliaphrase and explanation of these words db8h, saying:
"As many as received him, to them gave he powbetmme the Sons of God, even to them that belretési
name."

10. In these words also lieth plainly, the posgibfor obtaining the perfection in the PhilosopdlidVork; which is
rightly and firmly grounded hereupon by Behmen. F@od gave us, out of his infinite love, that whiis the
greatest and the highest, how could he have withinein us, that which is much lesser and lowe@dh, in this
divine power, bestowed upon him by free grace veaity rule and triumph again over sin, death, dend hell,
whom he made himself subject unto by his lust, Wihguld he not also be enabled thereby, to ruleramdph
again over the curse in the Earth, he broughtitridg the same lust, when this latter is but a ratconsequence of
that former; nay an inconsiderable one in compartscthat? Truly it is inseparable therefrom, #tlformer be
really attained unto, and provided that all thelijea that are requisite thereto, be verily foundhe Artist or
philosopher.

11. All these qualities are, as in their principam and substance, concentratethis, that the Artist first must ha
the curse in himself transmuted into the Heavegs&ng, through the holy tincturing blood of JeSimist. Whick
Behmen sometimes also thus expresses, "He mudbdirand have really that same in himself, whietwiill make
or introduce into metals without himself". And this frequently presseth home unto every one, wgrménnestly
and calling Heaven and Earth to witnesses, that isball presume to meddle with the curse in théhEbefore he
be really delivered, as to his inward Man, fromttharse in himself; or else he may expect to eathing else but
curse instead of blessing. Before this his owrrivgtedeliverance, he may have indeed so many fitiems of this
work in his brain; but the réprocess cannot be manifest in him, and so no¢rgtdod by him, in that experimen
fullness and exactness which is required.

12. The same he offers also to the serious coraidarof such a one, under these and the like gtydbical terms -
He is to know that his Mercury is kindled in therfi Mars, and burns in the eternal Saturn, ind¢nedie
impression of darkness; his Venus is captivatesiwaiter dried up, his Jupiter is become a foolShis is darkene
and his Moon turned into a black night. And nowréhis no other remedy but to take Venus (the etéoma of
God) and to introduce that into his poisoned Megrand Mars, that they may be tinctured thereby,thad his Su
will shine again and Jupiter rejoice, etc. Whichimeher illustrates, by plain intelligible wordsl| representing
most excellently his own way, practice and expexen



13. Yet all this, though really attained unto, witit be yet fully sufficient. For there is not omlych a sufficient
ability for this work, and a sufficient understamgliof its process required, which | doubt not bahBien had; but
there is also required an especial calling thegumhich he had not. Without this calling the Artides but in his
own will; though his meaning and intent, as tothiaking were never so good and pure. And thislealinust be
able to discern, by his own internal characterchiii carrieth along with and in itself, from higo natural
impulse. Which easily may delude him, under theerspes appearana# a divine call; and whereby the spirit of t
world, which from its own internal constitution,nsightily for such an undertaking, will certainlyistead him into
various dangers.

14. When now these two more general requisites (@i An experimental understanding, from the Agigrocess
in his own regeneration, and (2) a divine calltfos understanding, are truly found in him, twoestimore
particular qualities will still be required in himhen he now is to make a beginning of his workd Arese are
represented by Behmen from that parable of our Lewdcerning a man which went down from Jerusatem t
Jericho, and was robbed and wounded by highwayB8eying, "That the Artist must truly and wholly stkin the
figure of the merciful Samaeih and must have both his will and eyes." His wliit he may desire nothing else,
to heal and restore that which is wounded and lroked his eyes, that he may be able to discetnvtbanded
body which he is to heal, and which is not easilpé discerned, and not by every one, because gfatat
corruption.

15. These eyes he shall have the greatest neachif very first beginning, when he is to choosephoper matter
for this Philosophical Work. This is called by Bedeimand described parabolically - "That evil childhich is run
from its mother's house (from Jerusalem to Jeriama) desired to be in self, or to stand by itspiruits own
bottom". And this must be sought for in Saturn; ethBaturn therefore, the Artist must have plaard piercing eyt
to look into, both as to eternal and temporal ratkor the Wrath of God, by its strong astringemtriession (says
he further) hath shut it up into the chamber oftldeldot hath it turned the same into Saturn. [Whithink is to sy
so much, as that it is not turned into lead.],ibkéeps it imprisoned in the Saturnish deathhinftrst cold, hard,
dark, astringent Property; which is called the getifl standing death, because as yet there imolaility of life
therein.

16. When this proper matter is found in Saturn,Ahést may go to work, but so, that he do consiaed follow tha
same process, which God observed in the redematidmestoration of mankind through Jesus Christw(iich
twofold holy Name, the gengrprocess was clearly understood by Behmen frenathguage of Nature), even fr
his conception and nativity, unto his Resurrecéiad Ascension. So doing, he may come to find tiiijdeast of
Pentecost, viz., that desirable tincture in outwdadure, which is answering unto that holy spititiracture,
whereby St Peter, in his first public sermon, aadlay of Pentecost, tinctured three thousand sdusce.

17. When the human Mercury, the outspoken worti@hiuman life, was infected and poisoned by theesgy or
manifest and predominant in its own natural qualitlgich it hath in itself, before and without thight, God did
not reject the humanity, so as to annihilate it lyh@nd to make another new, and strange Adamhéuestorear
regenerated that which thus was spoiled. And thisffected not by any such new or strange thingytash the
humanity had not had in it before; but by that-saline holy divine Mercury, which was at first breattinto Adam
for to make him an image and likeness of God. Rkise-introduced into the poisoned humanity, andenthereby
a good, sure and solid disposition to the new reggion thereof. And this was done in the immaeutanception
of Jesus Christ. For therein conjunction was mbhdeyeen the eternal speaking, and the human owgapaiord,
Mercury, or human life, now poisoned in Man, anlli dfi self or own will.

18. This must be the first consideration of thedArtwell to be observed, that so he may be sueetaccordingly,
and to bring not his subject matter to the firghaiit such a previous conjunction; if he will natnk in vain, and
make himself ridiculous. And for an illustrationrbef this may serve: in the Second Principle, ght, the Love-
desire, that is, the first property of Eternal Natibut considered as in the fifth, makes a puystalline
substantiality. And therein the divine Mercurylig teternal holy Word and understanding: but irfitisé principle,
wherein the harsh astringent desire makes a daduob substantiality, the same Mercury is a praiqgiart, or
chief property of the Wrath of God, and an origiogéll mobility, and moving power. This Mercuryettefore
(considered as in the outspoken Word, or life ohMafter it was turned away from the second prilegipf Love
and Light, and was made manifest according tovits wrathful property in the first; could not havedn restored
or brought back again, but by that very same Mgrowhich was first breathed into Man, and was ritetrad in the
Light and Love of God, though it was altered in Mamwhom it disappeared and lost its former gogninion. Now
the getting this lost prdeminion again, either in Man, or in any other twea, according to its own kind, is nothi
else, but that same tincturing and transmutingctvim all this discourse is spoken of; and whicdteeed pre-
dominion therefore of that Heavenly Mercury mustaereproduce again such a pure light's substigytiad that
which disappeared in Man, by his fall, and in tlzetk by the curse.



19. In the relation of St. Luke, concerning what thild Jesus did with his parents, in the twejithar of his age, a
representation is seen of the inward and outwamitiwand of their different wills. For the inwardlwn Jesus
broke first the natural will of his parents, whemremained in the temple, without their knowing andsent, nay
said also, like as rebuking them, "How is it thatspught me? Wist ye not that | must be about nilydfa
business?" And then again, the will of this outwaatld in his parents, broke the inward will in dgsfor he went
down with them to Nazareth, and was subject urganthr his showeth to the Artist, that in his workdmall soon
find such a two-fold will also. The will of the irard world, will not in the beginning presently ceisdend and be
subject to his will. But if he ceaseth not to seér it, as Mary did, and wrestleth with it alethight like Jacob,
with a full resignation of his own will, which i&& will of this outward world, this divine Will, Wiat length
condescend to him, and go down with him; for &gsit were broken or conquered by his will, acamgdbd what
was said to Jacob: thou has wrestled with God aad &hd hast prevailed.

20. Here theArtist, or magus is to know, that he is not to grthat will or tendency to the perfection, into Matter
from without, but that it lieth therein already bed. He must only first in himself be capable & Bivine Will, anc
then with his renewed, or tinctured will, which &és his magical faith, he must handle his subjeatter; that so
thereby the will towards perfection, which liethtire matter indeed, but still and unmoveable, negtisred up an
brought into conjunction with his human tinctureill, vand so also with the Divine Will. And that ther this
Divine Will may press forward or outwards, meethwéind bless that outward will, which presseth baokls or
inwards from the corruption into God's Love and eyer

21. Highly is this pait unto the Artist recommended, not only for to sider and understand, but also to make i
continual practice. Because herein the PhilosopBiaptism, as to the greatest or chiefest dealistwih, and this
practice is the very first beginning thereof. Thidy can make him able to baptize truly and righity he is to
baptize his matter, not only with the water of thiward, but also with that of the inward world. Wtiich baptism
more must be said now by and by.

22. The poor fallen humanity, considered so baaslit was in and to itself, viz., as broken, sphilgoisoned, was
not cast immediately into the fiery furnace, andtetedown by the Wrath of God; but, as mentioneavaba
conjunction was first made between the Earthly ldedvenly humanity. Neither came the great fiegl mpon it,
immediately after this conjunction; but a long anohderful process was held, before it came togheat earnest.
First, the humanity was to be baptized with watethie Jordan, and with watepf above the firmament. Furthe
was led into the wilderness, for to be temptedheyevil, which devil (N.B.) was not put into tharhanity, but
permitted to stand over against it, and to offédounall that the first Adam was tempted with. Aallithis time of
forty days, no outward food was given to this neyptized humanity, but it was to live upon its ovwa's
Mercurius, viz., the Eternal Word proceeding frdra mouth of God, according to the answer the Lesdi§ gave
unto the Devil. After this he came forth in publiceached, and did great wonders and miracled theabeven
Properties of Nature. And though at length everhbiman body was really glorified upon the Holy Mguand see
so by three of his disciples, yet by all this, thk perfection was not yet wrought out, but theywgreatest, sharpest
and most severe trial was still behind, etc. Anglbrto all this process, the Philosophical Wodoaihust be
carried on, and the Artist will see a continualgtietism; but at length he will find also, that #iis, though it was
shown him in never so glorious an appearanceillisisort of perfection, and all but as it were I[prénary, which
now further distinctly shall appear.

23. By the Philosophical Baptism, if it be trulyrflmed, in the dead Mercury, which lieth in impote, and
hungers only after its own Property, being of ftselt capable, either of desiring after, or of attfiimg) into it any
other, the hunger after the divine or heavenly &rislity is stirred and raised up again. And lig hunger, that
heavenly substantiality is drawn in, with its owecpliar will, desire, or natural inclination, whichnothing else
but a readiness, or tendency to become manifelstitgitife in the death. And herein is the firsgbeing of a new
body, or rather of a seed, from which a new bodg isome forth in its due time.

24. What this Philosophical Baptism is, and theoalis necessity thereof, may thus be shortly represl: Every
hunger is a desire after such a thing as is agleeal conformable to that hunger: for after thhich is
disagreeing and contrary, or destructive to ithnager in anything can be. The dead corrupted Megrttien hath a
hunger indeed, but only (according to its condiiiothe Curse), after death, wrath and poison,letow to this
hunger such a dead and wrathful thing is givel, lasngers after, the death therein must needease, and its
wrathfulness cannot but be strengthened therehtyif Buthis hunger the life is presented, or aithgy heavenly
property is offered, the death is not at all ableeceive it. Unto this death therefore, the deaith Wrath of God
must be given, but in this death and Wrath the @éelgwsubstantiality. And this is the PhilosophiBalptism, for
this is that Earthly and Heavenly water, in thetfosf which is death, and in the second life: bektich must be
together; for the reason is now plain, why neitinethis nor by that alone, this baptism can bequeréd. But whe!
it is thus rightly done, this baptism, viz., thatieh is heavenly swalloweth up into death that Wwhicearthly and



wrathful, and exalts its own new life therein; tighunot immediately, like as it was also not don€mist
immediately after his baptism.

25. This Philosophical Baptism is nothing elseduabnjunction, to be made between the fiery anéryadtiercury.
The fiery must be baptized with the watery. Andtisiwhat Behmen means by saying obscurely: "Hasag@only
for this, that thou baptisest the mercury withdia baptism." For this watery Mercury is his owiz. yit is that,
which before the Fall and Curse he enjoyed andassjloin, as his most precious treasure; wherebfidrig
poisonous Wrath, was kept under, and prevented ffreing manifest. But when these two were separated &act
other, a breach was made, which cannot be heabéd,dmt by a renewed conjunction between theme bik it is il
animals and in fallen Man also the same thing, anljifferent in degrees. The conjunction of mahel female,
which is absolutely required, to the multiplicatiohevery kind of living creatures (which hath iegetables also
something answering thereunto), may be a goodriditisn thereof.

26. And therefore it is that by Behmen this versneawhich here now is called the Philosophical Baptis called
also and compared to a matrimony or espousal, Wwhgaainly says, not only that to the Earthly wfatiMercury,
a fair loving virgin of his own kind must be givenmarriage; but also that this same giving isRhdosophical
Baptism. And again says he, "The woman's (not the'sh seed shall bruise the serpent's head." Thehath in his
tincture the fire-spirit, and the woman in herswager-spirit. This latter must baptize, softeppease and
overcome that former, and so transmute its stramg hunger after Wrath, into a tender Love-desargj herein
lieth the baptism of Nature. In this steadfast L-desire, these two are at last turned into onéghaiothey are not
more male and female, fire and water in contrariety a masculine virgin with both tinctures inami But before
this be wholly effected, and as long as they at@énway or process thereunto, Behmen calleth theati this
discourse, the young man and the virgin, or alsdtidegroom and the Bride.

27. Immediately after the baptism of Christ, he Vegisby the Spirit into the wilderness, to be tesdpby the devil.
And a serious consideration of the whole procegiitthreefold temptation, is highly unto the Atti
recommended; for in his Philosophical Work the samust be done also, in a total answerablenes®tththe
particulars therein, relating to the three firsbperties. All which is largely by Behmen declaradgd much insisted
upon, but would be too long for to relate particiylaYet the sum and substance thereof is this:-

28. The human Soul, or the whole humanity as amgénd the eternal speaking Word, was now trieeraiod hac
re-introduced into it a spark of his Eternal Lowdaether it would enter again into its primeval stand place and
be an instrument of God, to be played upon by big 8pirit, in his Love; or whether it would ratheontinue in its
own will, and suffer the Devil to play upon its insment in the Wrath and Anger of God. And so ia th
Philosophical Work also, the earthly poisonous Meycafter he is now joined again to the heaveislyried,
whether he will go out from his own natural wrathfuoperty, and suffer himself to be turned inte fiist, pure an
crystalline condition, wherein he stood beforedhese: or whether he will rather continue in hisncawakened ar
now predominant quality.

29. In our Lord Jesus Christ, the human will regecall the devil's presentations and offeringdgrex itself, and
entered wholly into the first mother's womb, acéogdo his words to Nicodemus, etc. And so in théd3ophical
Work, if it goes well and right the Artist will sethat when the tempter comes on, the young makleocury gives
himself up wholly into the first Mother, and thaig will swallow him up as into nothing. At whiche Artist will
be amazed and terrified, thinking that all is laistl undone, for he sees nothing, and hath lo#t@kppearance of
heaven. But he must have patience, that whichg®sasible in his sight, is not so in the powers afue.

30. The wilderness wherein the temptation is damén this Philosophical Work, the outward, earthiry, desolat
and barren body. Wherein the Mercury or yonman, is not able to stand against the devil, edeepay hold on hi
virgin, and be by her supported. He is thereforertite with her, to cast his will and desire intr fove, and to eat
of her bread, not of his own natural quality, l&eChrist our Lord, all the forty days of his teatjun, did eat only
of the eternal speaking Word, and would not edhaf bread, which he could have made out of theestoAll
which is nothing else but that the Mercury must &iémd receive into its own poisonous quality, Heavenly
Tincture, and suffer the serpent's head, the figathful property, to be bruised thereby in hims@ich if doth
not, the Devil will prevail, and detain him captivethat state, wherein he is when separated frigrivingin. But if
he doth the Devil must withdraw, and the Virgingakis seed from him into her womb.

31. What the Deuvil is in this work, the Artist, saBehmen, will easily know, but he calls him notamy plain or
distinct name: doubtless it is such anotleaithful dark and poisonous matter, as may be éiblnpared to the de\v
and may be able to do in this process, the deifise, because of the qualities alike in both. #as will appear
afterwards, as to my thinking, plainly enough, aede also it may be seen in part, from that insimnand
warning, he gives to the Artist, viz., He shall bavcare, to suffer not. Thus, says he, he shadl haare, to suffer
not, that his tempting devil be too furious, or t@@thful, but proportionablet@ And again, on the other hand, 1
he be not too weak or impotent, for else the Megrastnould not be assaulted by him sufficiently, arnight as a



hungry wolf, swallow up his baptism, return to bisn wrathful property, and continue still that sapaésonous
thing, which he was before.

32. At the end of forty days, when the Devil hadeshall the temptation, he must depart from thell@hrist, and
the angels came and ministered unto him. Thistalsd\rtist is especially well to observe, for henkelf stood here
in the trial also, and may now perceive infalliblyhether or no, he be fit for, and accounted wodhthis work. If
at the end of forty days, in answerableness t@theess of Christ, the angels do not appear, hesmayy think of
himself, that he is not yet fit and worthy; andhed fiery masculine Mercury, that this doth not gttnd in a due
internal union with the watery feminine, but thiasistill that same, in its own wrathful qualityhich it was before
and that the tapting devil hath prevailed. But if he seeth tlgnsdf the Angels, he may rejoice and be sure,th&
Bridegroom is in his Bride, and she in him, and thia work can prosper. What this sign of the asd@glthe author
doth not tell us expressly; it must be some nevgti#ul appearance, by its own character so irgile to the
Artist, as that was intelligible to him, when befdre saw nothing, and had lost the appearanceawthe

33. Immediately after this temptation, and overawgrof the devil, the Lord Christ began his publiice, not only
by preaching, reproving and instructing the peoplg,also, by working many great miraculous, amg#hings,
through all the Properties of Nature. For instaime&aturn, he raised up the deadi.ima, he transmuted water il
wine, and fed with five loaves of bread five thauganen; in Jupiter, he made out of the simple gndrant
fishermen, the most wise and understanding apostiédercury, he made the deaf hearing, the dunelalspg, an
healed the lepers. In Mars he expelled devils fioenpossessed. In Venus, he loved his brethresiatats, as to
the humanity, and gave freely his life for thenoideath. Only six of the properties are here enataedr and the
seventh which is Sol,anding in the midst and uniting three and threbgei® not mentioned, because this belor
to the full perfection, which then only was attainento, when he was risen from the dead, ascerpl¢éa heaven,
and had poured out the holy Tincturing Spirit, ba tlay of Pentecost. But that there is a good gréamBehmen's
referring distinctly to the seven Properties of iNat all the miraculous deeds of Christ, could laelenout from hir
sufficiently, were it needful and not too large.

34. All this now the Artist shall distinctly sedat it hath a true and exact answerableness iRhiitlesophical
Work, when the forty days temptation with good ®s=xis ended. For instance, in Saturn, he shaltlsatenow the
Mercury raiseth up from death that same dead sobstavherein he was shut up before. In Luna, tedebdeth
and nourisheth that substance, when there is rpthitwardly wrought, which it could be fed and rished with:
and again, that the deadly water is exalted amkethimto wine, by having now got (like as wine hath union of a
fiery and watery virtue. In Jupiter, he shall see four elements each by itself, and their coloamsl, the rainbow
upon which Christ sitteth for judgment, in the quaken Mercury. So that he highly shall be amazed ahd
perceive that the wisdom of God playeth and deditihtherein as in a jestful play. For the friendilyiter showeth
forth herein his properties, after such a mannéhaisis, in which God will, in its time changeghiorld and
transmute it into Paradise. In Mercury, he shadl that Heaven separates itself from the Earthlzedt sinks
down again into the Earth, and changeth the sataétgnown colour, and that Mercurypurifieth thetteg etc. In
Mars, he shall see, that Jupiter in the Mercurgtaut from the matter upwards a black fire smekech will be
coagulated like as a soot in the chimney. Andithtee poisonous hunger in the Mercury, righthpéocompared to
the devil, because it hath, according to its owrtdkihe devil's qualities. What Christ did in Ventiee Artist shall
see most gloriously in the Philosophical Work. Bsrsoon as this black devil is expelled from th&enaVenus in
her virginity appears, in great beauty and glorigiok is a fine type or emblem of the great loveCbfist.

35. Now here, when this appears, the Artist isicejh, and thinks reasonably his work is finished] be hath got
the treasure of the World; but soon shall he fimddelf extremely disappointed. For when he trigthé shall find,
it is but Venus, still a female, and not yet a pamel perfect virgin, with both tinctures unitedoirne. Like as in
Christ, the Eternal speaking Word had indeed wrboghthrough his humanity, all these wondrous deadd yet
the full perfection could not be made manifestehgrhis human body could not be glorified, and migss could
he have poured out the Holy Ghost, before he wasaabthrough the great Anger of God or Death anld Sie alsc
in this Philosophical Work, though all these glasahings have appeared in the Properties of Nayetdahe
universal Tincture is not yet fixed and manifestt &ll what was seen hitherto, was only transiand the greatest
work to be done, for this fixation and manifestafits still behind. For all the seven Propertiestihe made totally
pure and crystalline, before they can be Paradjsica each of them hath its own peculiar procekgn it is to go
out from the wrathful into the Paradisical life; @vkin they must all seven have but one will, \tizat of Love, and
all their former own will, wherein each was forells in opposition to the others, must be uttedigbowed up. And
then only they are fixed, and able to abide the fior then no Turba can be more therein. Whiatois further
effected by a process answering to that which vagiwed in the suffering and death of Christ.

36. As soon as the regenerator of mankind camehigd/Vorld from above, and had the name of a kiiwgn unto
him, the civil government thereof could not endiira; but presently he was by Herod persecuted aatehgth by



Pilate crucified, notwithstanding that he had gianteclared that his kingdom was not of this woAed because
this newborn king came not not with a royal statd splendour, nor in such an outward power, agees
expected and hoped for, at the coming of their Mésshe Ecclesiastical government in the highgtréend
Pharisees, would not receive him. And since he ovrimself to be the Son &od, and a king of truth, and said
was come to save his people from their sins ankheéas, and from the Wrath to come, the Devil atadd:not
endure him; but he was immediately a strong opjpos#égainst these three together in conjunctioralSao in this
Philosophical Work, as soon as Venus thus appedrsribeauty, with her own natural character, angrder to
perfection, there is a great alarm, oppositioniasdrrection against her, manifest in Saturn, Merend Mars.
The first of which is a true figure of the civil ggrnment, the second of the Ecclesiastical statbilze third of the
Devil. And as these three jointly were the samefcagents, that brought the Lord of Life and Glongo death; so
in this Philosophical Work, the three inferior viratl Properties, Saturn, Mercury and Mars, aretlygtalled by
Behmen the three murderers of Venus.

37. This great opposition and uproar against thel IGhrist, had, in the internal truth and realioyather ground b
this, that he was from above, when all these thwe® from beneath. Deep, great, and many thingmahese few
words comprised, and the essential nature of iplé(taken in Behmen's sense) is understoodithdféhe Lord
had been out of their own dark, harsh, bitter arathiul root, and if he had appeared, for to pnasand establish
the same, in its own selfish and willful qualitifsey would have received him very kindly, and ppasition coulc
have been made. But he was from another Prin@plg came only for to destroy the works of the Dawvthis
world, and to recall its inhabitants unto LightMeocand Truth. Now all this was bad news in the e&gdl these
three parties, for none of them was willing to trpped of its selfish greatness, dignity, strergtld power; and
therefore they all three at length agreed for higifixion. So also in this Philosophical Work, thds no other
ground for this great opposition, but this very sathat Venus is from above, when these threerane lheneath;
united in one wrathful sphere, and unwilling todeprived of their natural power and pre-dominiorakkn stands
now in Hell, upon Earth, and will transmute thenttbimto Paradise; and Hell perceiveth its ruimisvitable, if it
receives into it this child from heaven; and therefit swelleth up against it, and opposeth alltvithean. But by
this same opposition, it must and doth but pronitstewn destruction; as it was done also in thegss of Christ.
38. Here might be objected, How can all this beseiant with what was done and declared above, thiat the
matter was purified, the devil expelled, and tlgn gf the angels appeared, etc? For if so, wheaeeow such a
wrathful, hellish opposition arise? But it is eggid be answered, and the answer Behmen givegttmitgh but
implicitly and not so directly) is of the great@siportance, not only in this process of the Phipdgoal Work, but
also especially in that of Man's Regeneration. WiMencury, (says he) is awakened from the deathatifr8's
strong impression, and receiveth Manna (heavemg,foight's and Love's substantiality, his own txiegin, the
Water of Life, the Philosophical Baptism) into tmeuth of his poisonous Property, a joyful craclseith indeed;
foritis like as if a light were kindled in the ikaess, and a paradisical joy and Love springetheérmidst of
Wrath. When now Mercury thus gets a twinkling glsaghereof in Mars, the wrathfulness is terrifietha Love,
and falleth back or sinketh down, like as in thaagation of the second Principle out of the fiestd the angelical
properties appear as in a glimpse. And so thisliB.(not yet a transmutation but) like as a transiion, but only
transient not yet constant or fixed. hierefore a fixed and radical transmutation shatitwee, the same process, 1
was in this like a transmutation, must be repeatgin; but in a far higher or rather deeper degked;the same
can also be repeated again, because the hargh, Wththful hellish Properties were hitherto siggsed only in
part, but not fully rooted out, and radically tudriato one only will. And they therefore are nowsel afresh by
this appearance of Venus, nay even much more trerbefore, they stand up in opposition against foerto
maintain their own natural right. So that here als@ sense, the words of Christ are true, salyarg come to
kindle a fire, and to bring upon Earth a sword, gnnstrife, persecution, war and opposition.

39. This opposition is, in this Philosophical Wobletween three and three; like as it is also irgdmeeration of
Eternal Nature. Yet this is to be understood irhsaisense, as the foregoing 38th position can ldwerein there
was asserted, that here nothing as yet is permanerfixed. So it was also in the process withlLitved Christ:
when he now was a going into the strong severitheMWrath and Anger of God, in order to the falhsummation
of his great work, he said expressly of himselfarti not alone, but the Father is with me." He Inaah twith him on
the one side, or as we may say, from above, tHeeFand him unalterably, in one sense, thoughgaednly in
another, relating to the sensibility of his outwardnan person. Which may appear, by his woefuhgrgiut on the
cross, "My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me@"that which here by some is how objected, caricg a
wrong translation of these words, is not to be mégd, because the sense wherein they are takenliahle to such
ill constructions and consequences as they put iipAnd on the other side, or as from beneathyd with him,
though in a very low and inconsiderable sensectimemon ignorant people which received and acconeplamim
with great joy and acclamations, when he camegidipon an ass into Jerusalem. So also in this $tplucal



Work, Venus is not alone; but, as it were, fromahdupiter is with her, and from beneath Lunacihs a true
figure of that vulgar, simple, ignorant crew. Thisna holds with Venus (like as also the Disciplesmselves did
with Christ), so long as it goes well with her,atdeast tolerably; that is, so long as Saturn,ader, and Mars do
not actually and manifestly exert their malice agaher. But when these thremirderers arise, and will forcibly
her to death, or swallow her up into their wrathgit] then Luna also changeth her colour and iatilim; like as thi
vulgar people changed their will, and instead efrtformer "Hosanna", cried now out, "Crucify, cifychim."

40. In the process of Christ, when it cometh to@neat Earnest, not only that which was done wiith dutwardly,
by the Pharisees, High Priests, etc., but alsowhath was done within his own person, in Body, ISmd Spirit
must be considered. The two Internal Worlds or Bigrnal Principles, viz. the strong Finerld with the propertie
of Wrath and anger, and the Holy Light-world, witte pure Love and Light's substantiality, or hedwéash and
blood, were both manifest in him, and stood openotiie against the other; And the great work ofmeaton could
not have been performed, except they entered mtcaaother essentially: for else no solid, permbaed fixed
transmutation of the first into the second, cowddédbeen effected. This now made an inexpresshiertin the
humanity of Christ, viz., in his whole person, ddesed in all the three Worlds or Principles. Hoe tove was
struck with terror, and trembled at the rough, hansd bitter death, which it was to give up it$etb; so as to be
swallowed up by the wrathful properties of angémaw distinctly raised up and qualifying accordito their own
nature. And the Anger also was struck with teramd trembled at the appearance of Love, wher@asgtto lose its
own wrathful and now predominant life. And so frtwence the outward human body also, in this thirddijle,
was so violently struck with terror and tremblitigat the sweat thereof was, as it were great dvbptood, falling
down to the ground. Yet he said then, "Fathet,b&i possible, let this cup pass from me, nevertisehot my will,
but thine be done." Which words are to be undedstas spoken by the whole person of Christ, wizgach World
and Property, according to the different conditddreach. For the first Principle, or Anger saidetlthis cup of
Love be removed from me, that | may keep my dommifiomen, because of their transgression”; like@snay se
an excellent type thereof in Moses, when the WoatBod said unto him, "Let me alone, that | mayalewvhis
disobedient people." But Moses in the figure ofi€thand Christ in the highest operation of Loveuld not let
him, but replied, first indeed as it were to theegourpose, "If it be possible let this cup of Angass from me",
but added also immediately, "Nevertheless not nily kit thine be done.” Whereby now the human wflChrist
as to this Third Principle resigned wholly and sitted itself to the will of the angry father, anésvobedient unto
him, even unto the death on the Cross, and untehalt was to be inflicted upon him outwardly alsgthe
instruments of God's Anger. So also in this Phiidscal Work, when it cometh to this Great Earntst, Artist
shall plainly perceive a great terror and trembtimgrein; he shall see, that Mercury especiallyictvis the
principal agent against Venus (like as the Higlefs and Pharisees, were also the principal oppaser
persecutors of Christ), trembleth at the appearah®enus, and that Venus also not only tremblétinia
opposition of the three wrathful murdering propestibut also that it is with her like as if a swaidtbreak out fror
her body: and that nevertheless she is not stiriingquiet and patient, resigned aeddy for to suffer all what th
can inflict upon her, and to be wholly swallowedhypthem into their wrathfulness.

41. In the process of Christ, the Devil said, autpht within himself, "I am alone the great monairckhe Fire,
Saturn is my might, and Mercury my life, and | amand through them, a Prince and God of this wanhdl will
therefore not suffer, that such another one as bathself a Prince of Love, should rule thereirt, Ibwill devour
him in my Wrath, together with his Love." This lended indeed, but being he could not effect iiyakimself
alone, without concurrence of the two chief primadifies of this outward world, he stirred up Mergaind Saturn,
the Ecclesiastical and the Civil government. Andhsse all three went out together, or sent thaisgaries,
apprehended the Lord, bound and carried him fraotie unrighteous judge to the other, etc. Thusialthe
Philosophical Work the Artist shall plainly seeativenus, which is all passive and wholly resigaed ready to
enter into the dragon's jaws, is surrounded onyeside by Saturn, Mars and Mercury. And so as iewe
apprehended or captivated by these three in cotumaay also further that they lay hold on herd &ind her, by
darting their several poisonous rays upon her;taed moreover, that they do, as it were, carnyfitogn the one
Property of wrathfulness to the other, like asedly them tried, examined and judged.

42. In the first place, Mars bringeth Venus to Meyg like as the devil's agents instruments inwhath of God,
brought the Lord Christ first to the High PriestitBs this was already beforehand possessed with hatred aga
him, and did not truly or duly try him, nor couldok into his Internal will and work of Love, butdked upon him
only from without, examined him superficially, andncluded, that since he stood not with them, énsame will,
way and form, he was not to be tolerated amondj\thng). But seeing that he could not bring in exia his
design to kill him, he sent him to Pilate, with tttearacter of an evil doer, that had deserved d&atlalso in this
Philosophical Work, this very same is the truerimé signature of Mercury, against Venus. He wdereealready
before possessed with his own hateful quality, stodd in opposition against her, and is therefoteable to try,



much less to approve of the loving Property of \&erwt hath only a will and ability to murder hBut seeing that
there is in Venus another living Mercury, frabove, he cannot destroy her by his own powermust confedera
himself with Saturn; and unto him he deliveretts tfienus, for to be killed. Like as Christ was detfad to Pontius
Pilate for to be crucified.

43. Pilate, a governor or Lord in the dark Satdrmispression, did little enquire after, or conchimself about the
spiritual doctrine, Light, Love and Truth of Chrisut only about the government; and upon this aelyount of
Christ's being against Caesar, and his own covétifig acconted Caesar's friend, he sentenced him unto dge
here also in the Philosophical Work, Saturn, thek datringent property, does not at all concerglfitsvith this or
that internal loving quality of Venus, being noteto receive anything therewtfto its own essence; but only for
pre-dominion is all this great contest. Saturn wilt lose the friendship of Mars and Mercury, whicih are with
him in the same sphere, and jointly make up thetedir own government, which needs must be overnthrdf
Venus should be permitted to arise, and shine itheréth her Light and Love. And therefore he putexecution
that which is well pleasing unto them, and whiceytthink may make for the preservation their wralthf
government.

44. Pilate sent the Lord Christ unto Herod, and thocked him, and put on him a long white garmienthis
Philosophical Work, Herod the king answereth urag ®ho is a king also in his own Principle. Andst®ol puts
upon Venus a simple, lunarish white colour; fquetceiveth that there lieth in Venus a solaristykimpower, and
therefore it giveth unto her the white colour, frtime Eternal liberty's Property, and would fain,sbat she might
open therein her powers from the Fire's centre shwaav forth herself in a golden lustre (like as étewould fain
have seen a miracle wrought before him), whicKgifius did, she would be indeed a master and rutar Mars
and Mercury, but only in this outward world, a mule the Wrath, like as this Sol is also such a. @ as the Lord
said unto Pilate, "My kingdom is not of this worldihd would answer nothing unto Herod, nor his etqi®on by
working any miracle before him; because in thiste/lgiarment he stood only before the justice of God,
represented the poor, fallen Adam, in his false lof’himself, whereof this white robe was an exzdland very
significant figure, deeply by Behmen declared. Bo & the Philosophical Work a breaking forth I tsolarish
power, in a golden lustre from the Fire's centrgl @ncturing this white lunarish appearance of ¥&ns all in vain
expected; because the pure union, and universalitencannot be made manifest, except first albm Wrath
and poison of Saturn, Mercury and Mars, be wholtynhed and swallowed up in blood and death.

45. Herod sent the Lord Christ back again to Pilatel this, by his soldiers, stripped him, put on b scarlet robe,
scourged him, put upon his head a crown of thand,showed him to the multitude, which all cried, 8Grucify,
crucify him", etc. So also in the Philosophical \W0venus is delivered again unto Saturn, and hiy s strong,
dark impression, lays hold on her, strips her offag robe, and puts on her a scarlet (purplepaglwherein the
Wrath of Mars is lodged. This colour (which will bdorned as with a glance or splendour in a flastjpm
Saturn's and Mercury's Property, mixed with theyfidars, as the Artist shall distinctly see. Whemwrthe Lord
Christ, in this royal robe, whiclwas put upon him but in scorn and mockery, wasemtesl to the Pharisees, Prie
and common people, they all cried out unanimou#lyay with him, he is but a false king, we own rniber king
but Caesar, etc." So also, when Venus in this roghlur, appears unto Mercury, Saturn and MarsLamé also;
this later being now changed in its will, joined-$edf with the three chief murdering Propertied] afi together,
with one consent, reject her, and as it were, atytlee very same; which is as much as to say, daelyforth their
malignant, poisonous, fiery rays upon, and impttiet same into her, by the sharp impression of Sastar that the
Artist shall see distinctly, that Venus is likes®urged and full of stripes. And moreover, wheimdeed the
greatest wonder, he shall exactly see the crowharhs, with its sharp, stinging prickles, is ppba her. For as tt
whole process, in the suffering and death of Chisst circumstantial representation of all what finst Adam had
acted in his transgression, in a quite contrary,wdjch is distinctly shown and declared by Behm&md as the
condition of Man in the Fall, is the same with &arth's condition in the Curse, only different frdrim degree,
which he also not only answereth, but also demategtr sufficiently. So also the manner and prooésiseir
restoration, cannot but be alike in both. And a&sltbrd Christ in all his sufferings was most prafdly humble,
and only passive, opening not his mouth but endualhthings most patiently, in a full submissianthe pleasure
of his Father: so also, in this Philosophical Wdhe Artist shall see that Venus is wholly passstanding all quiet
and unmoveable, without any moving or stirring.

Many particulars more are by this author obseraed, discoursed of, and this even so, that his diseocarried
along with itself a plain and perceptible testimariysolidity. But for brevities sake they shall lnet mentioned in
short. The three nails wherewith Christ was naitethe cross, are referred to the three first sheamg piercing
wrathful properties.

The two figures of the Virgin Mary and St. Johmrating under the cross, are referred to the youmgsrand the
virgin's life, now appearing in distinction, whitte Artist (saith he) may see, if he hath eyeswarderstanding..



The words of Christ spoken on the Cross, "Fatlwegife them, they know not what they do", are dgeypid
excellently declared. (1) as to the redemption ahkind, by showing, when Jesus destroyed deatiselfftbod in
the humanity, he did not throw away that human ertyp wherein the Anger of God was kindled beftu, even
then he took it rightly and truly unto himself, thg, he took even then rightly the outward, outdsgn kingdom of
wonders into the inward. And (2) As to this Philpkizal Work, by showing that the three murdereisenv
drowned in the lion's blood, do not pass away emat annihilated, but they are forgiven, thathejr former
hatred and wrathfulness, is turned into the highese-desire and they keep all their natural qgigajtin their true
order and office having lost nothing at all, butyotieir false and selfish predominion.

The two thieves, crucified with Christ, the onetba right hand, andhe other on the left; the one mocking him,
the other turning unto him, and receiving the grasipromise "this day thou shalt be with me in Bige; are in
this Philosophical Work referred to the kingdontlug Devil in the Wrath, and to the KingdarhLove in the Light
Which two kingdoms are now separated the one firarother, etc. Thou shalt be with me in Paradigs the
Love, that is out of thy fiery, anguishing conditjiaghou shalt be turned and transmuted into me Hzte, saith
Behmen, Venus in the Philosophical Work gets hed,Sor when Mars and Mercury die to the dark ingsien of
Saturn, then Venus takes them in; then Anger an lcome to be one only being, Mars and Mercury brecthe
Soul of Venus; all the strife ceaseth, #ramity is reconciled; Mercury is now all pure aradthno poison more in
etc.

The words of Christ, saying to his mother, "Womaehold thy son", and to St. John, "Behold thy mottere
excellently discoursed of by Behmen, not only waference to the redemption of mankind, and tauthieersal
Christian Church, but also to this Philosophicali®/avherein the Artist is to know, that he musttae St. John,
that all his work and operation is done only irmbout the Mother, that is the kingdom of outwarduxa, from
which Christ here departeth; that his work in thild never will become totally and absolutely ctilg, that he
cannot manifest therein the Paradise, so as thaisBGauld appear therein face to face. But that st mbide althe
time of this world, in the Mother only, though herily obtaineth the universal Tincture in this MethLike as the
mother of Christ also obtained it, in her beindexhby the angel, the Blessed among the women;ithstanding,
which she was afterwards to pass through tempeisathd etc. So also the Artist obtaineth the blgssirthis
miserable world, so that he may tincture his caedpearthly body, and preserve it in health, uneterminus or
end of his highest constellation, which isBN.after or under Saturn. [When Saturn thereferatihis end and lim
and leaveth that life, which he hath been a leaflaro universal Tincture can prolong that life dogger.]
Concerning the words of Christ, "I thirst", and theegar mingled with gall, which when he had tdstee would
not drink, are profoundly declared -

(1) as an outward, most significant figure of whais transacted inwardly between the holy name Jasdsthe
Anger of God awakened in the human soul. The naseslthirsted after the salvation of men, and wtaildhave
tasted the pure living water in the human Propdaty;the Anger of God in the soul, gave itself itfis thirsting
Love-desire, which the Love would not drink, butidied up itself, in a full resignation and obedgtizereunto.
Vinegar and gall are the proper figure of the humam, viz., of these properties wherein the husaul essentiall
standeth, when considered as to its own propegbwiithout the Light. The soul, now here given agato the
Holy Light's substantiality, which was in Adam, @iieared, etc. This caused such a two-fold greakcas in the
generation of Eternal Nature was explained. Ttst ferrible crack made the Earth to quake, andthentocks
asunder, etc. The send joyful crack raised the dead bodies of thean tlad hoped and waited for the coming o
Messias, and rent also the vail in the temple, ftoentop to beneath, uniting now the human timé \Eiternity, etc.
(2) And as to the Philosophical Work, wherein Venls® thirsteth after the manifestation and pre-dan of the
Fire of love; but Mercury, in the sulphur of MarsdaSaturn, presseth itself into her, with his kgliMenstruum,
which is the greatest poison, of the dark Wratkbulrce. But ¥nus, instead of drinking the same down, yieldgt
herself wholly thereunto, as if she did actuallg.d\nd from hence the great darkness in the Phplisal Work
ariseth, so that the whole matter cometh to bdatklas a raven.

When the inward sun of the Eternal Light's Prirejph the humanity, had given up itself into thekd&/rath and
Anger of God, the outward sun in this third prineijpvhich taketh all its glance and lustre fromttimavard, as a
representation, figure, or mirror thereof, could siine. For if its root or deepest ground (consdeas in the
region of this world) was gone down into darknéssto renew this principle into the Light, the birth of this
root, that is the outward Sun, must needs have thad®ned, contrary to the common course of Natmne; this
even from the sixth hour of the day unto the nimthich was the time of the first Adam's sleep, &tdhe
Philosophical Work, as the Artist shall see, alatvdod hath done, in and with the humanity, whewés to
redeem and bring it again into Paradise; so hé sbalalso in answerableness to this particul#nefreat
supernatural darkness mentioned above, that whaos/fhus yieldeth up her life, which all her glaacel lustre
dependeth upon, all her beauty must disappearjarihess cometh up instead thereof. Nay, he stalhso, that



not only Venus, in the three wrathful Propertiag, diso that these three themselves, in Venusysiotheir life
altogether, and that all is now so black and dar& aoal. For here now life and death lie still gniet together in
the will of God, and to his only disposition. Théaale is now reduced to the beginning, and stanidettnat order,
wherein it stood before the Creation. Nature'sismbw attained unto, and all is fallen home uptadnto, the
power of the first Fiat.

After this, the Lord cried out, "My God, why hakbt forsaken me?" The eternal, speaking Word stowedstill, in
the humanity, that is, it did not operate thersmas to baensibly felt thereby. For the heavenly humanitlyich in
Adam was disappeared, and in Christ quickened agais to bruise the head of the Wrath, in the fegyl, and to
change the Soul's Fire into a clear, shining sinat iow this might be done, the humanity must beduced into
this Wrath, by the Eternal speaking Word, and leysame also, through this Wrath and death, intesalagish or
paradisical life. When now this was done, the hutyarould not but feel that Wrath in the soul, andhe same
instant of this feeling, it could not feel the prase and power of the Eternal speaking Word, socasild and did
before, etc. And this was the forsaking.

So also in the Philosophical Work, when the wrdtpfoperties swallow up the life of Venus, whichtdaschange
them into Sol, and to make that all seven may lee ¥enus is forsaken. And this makes her lose dleuc, and to
be turned into Darkness, etc.

As the Lord Christ, after all his powerful worksiratles, overcoming of the Devil in the Temptatiand
Transfiguration of his human body, was to go thtoad these sufferings, and at length wholly to aethe Cross,
whereby he frustrated in a sense and manner, e drad expectation of all his disciples. And afe no other
way or gate, than death, through which he coulalentered into his glory, and drawn after him hesnhers: So
also in this Philosophical Work, the Artist hatlthieirto seen indeed many wonderful things, and gkmous
appearances, which made him to have a very grgeat &iod expectation; yet for all this, now his exagen is in a
sense quite overthrown and frustrated. For nowdiale nature dieth in his work, and he must seeahés
changed into a dark night. All the Properties, RewandVirtues, must now cease to be and do, what theg anc
did before, and must fall into the end of Naturé.yfeldeth up its former life and activity, thei®no more any
stirring, moving, or operating. All the Properte® in the Crown-number, scattd in thousand, and so entered
the first Mysterium, in that state wherein they &vbefore the Creation. The meaning is not thaotheard
materiality is made invisible, or quite annihilatédit only, that all the Powers therein which théspoken
Properties had from the Eternal speaking Word,velnidh were raised up against each other, in cdatsareach of
them according to its own nature, are now at anaéneir activity in self-will, and earthly inclation, and are
fallen home again into the power of the Eternab&peg Word, having no other way, nor gate, but tidath,
through which they could enter from the curse thigr primitive blessing. But when thus they arel@ath to
themselves, and in the hand of the eternal Worsl cémnot but raise them up again unto glory, aa bgw
Creation, and in answerableness the Resurrecti@hos$t.

The Lord Christ died indeed, as to the humanitynftbis world, but he took the same human body aigeliis
Resurrection, and lost or left nothing thereof bdhbut only the government of the four elementsengin the
Wrath, curse, and mortality lieth, etc. So in tRlElosophical Work also, the first matter is nobvkdhed or
annihilated, but only the curse therein is desttoye the four elements, and the first life in e Eternal Element
is raised up again; and therefore it is now fixd aan abide the Fire. A glorious new body is noised up out of
the black darkness, in a fair white colour, buttsa®ne as hath a hidden glance in it, so thatdleur cannot be
exactly discerned, until it resolveth itself, ahé new Love-desire cometh up. And then in Satwerére, but in
Jupiter's and Venus's Property, the Sun arisetis.iIn the Fiat, like as a new Creation, and wtesis done, all
the Properties cast forth unanimously their ddsii@ Sol. And then the colour is turned into a manet of white and
red, from Fire and Light in union, that is, intdlgav, which is the colour of majesty.

The appearance of love, to the wrathful propedfedarkness, causeth, as mentioned above, a gesdt, or terror.
The wrathfulness is mightily exasperated by thigespance of Love, and presseth vehemently intoftrero
swallow her up into death, which it doth also attju®ut seeing that no death can be therein, thnelLsinketh onl
down, yieldeth up herself into these murdering prtips, and displayeth among them her own lovisg etality,
which they must keep in them, and cannot get iedetbf. But even this is a poison unto death, apestilence unto
Hell. For the wrathful Properties are also mightéyrified at this entering of Love into them, whiis so strange
and contrary to their own qualities, and which nsa#teem all weak and impotent, so that they must their own
will, strength, and pre-dominion, etc. So was ihélan the death of Christ, and after such a mafiasgely and
excellently declared by Behmen). Death and curskdrhumanity, was killed and destroyed, in andheydeath of
Christ, who, after his Resurrection, had no moeeftlim of a male in his human body, but that oaeadisical
Virgin, as Adam had before his fall. And so alsd,ig this Philosophical Work. In this terroraak, and mutual
killing (though there is properly no death, butyaltransmutation, or union of two into one), whé&mus yieldeth



up her life to the wrathful Properties, and whessth having lost their pre-dominion, are raisedggin to a new
life, the Virgin giveth her pearl to the young méar, a propriety. And so the life of the anger, &he life of the
Love, are no more two, but only one; no more a raaléfemale property, but a whole Virgin, with btitictures
united into one. When then the Artist seeth thelledd of the young man rise from death, and coonih fout of
the black darkness, together in union with the evhdlour of the virgin, he may then know that hthhhe great
Arcanum of the world, and such a treasure as ®imeable. Several things more could be broughhféram
Behmen, which would afford many excellent consitlers. But these may be sufficient, to show thatrftaious
analogy which is between the Restoration of faltam, through Jesus Christ, and the Restoratiomicsfed Nature,
in the Philosophical Work.
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PREFACE

Of the illusions which amuse the childish mind atimthat of Scientific Progress is not the leastiadh. It is the
most popular toy in the nursery called Modern @Guaifion. The wisdom of yesterday is the jest oftndhe
superstition of tomorrow. Human experience shovsstthbe the case. Yet we go on believing we arkimga
discoveries. In the days of the Regency a physiciaked upon a patient who refused to be bled inmthe same
way that a modern practitioner regards an appdiglaase who declines to have the inflamed fragmembved.
Harley Street, in 1923, assures us that old timngesy resulted in thousands of unnecessary deathslbss of
blood. Harley Street, in 2023, will probably deel#éinat our present method resulted in thousandamgcessary
deaths from loss of the appendix. We believe weetstdnd the phenomena of solar and lunar eclipselsbelieve
that we have measured the distances from thisantin & the visible planets. Five hundred yearsheur
calculations will almost certainly be proved ridimus. Nevertheless, we go on believing we are ntp#liacoveries
A day must surely come when crowds shall throngathiging room of some consultant, famous for higihg
established the efficacy of cupping; when all skatiw that eclipses are not due to the earth'sshagthen to
common knowledge this same earth be stationarysindtars, moon and sun revolve around it.
What, then, do scientific discoverers discover?yldiscover (with certain notable exceptions) neutlbs to
contain old physic. They exhibit for our awe a tabérick coloured powder, which they have nametieiting
ending in "ium." It has always been, that brickoewked powder. An earlier race, dwellers, perhaps, great Sun
City now lost beneath an ocean, used it to dye tiesrds. They proclaim radium. And one day, it thayn some
forgotten tomb, a practical radium lamp is fowtidl alight. They bear witness to the triumph tded by erecting, i
New York or elsewhere, the worlds highest buildifoggetting that somebody or another built the GRyaamid.
They acclaim certain Japanese craftsmanship testfof its kind until among the treasures of adnipharaoh yet
finer examples are unearthed. Signor Marconi clirtashis friends who are hundreds of miles awayc8uld
Apollonius of Tyana. The cinematogragh shows usingpfigures of those who have passed over. Ahypigest ol
Osiris could have shown us the same; so could Mdseschurches assured the world that we had echérge
the black ages of barbarism and were civilized r&hpon we plunged into the most savage and sanmguive
recorded in the annals of man.
What, then, is Evolution? That it is a slow prociesthe case of humanity, experience would seeshav; but
since Lord
Rayleigh calculates the age of Mother Earth to 2fe illion years, the possibility of endless cycteggests itself.
That, by means of a ceaseless chemical operatiereléments (which we are constantly and configlentl
"discovering") become merged in forms variouslyWnas coal, diamonds, lead, gold, and a host @afroth
commercial practicabilities, would seem to be atfias opposed to a Theory. And since many natuocgesses
can be atrtificially reproduced, why not this wedgof atom to atom?
Professor Richardson, speaking of recent expersmetdting to the structure of the nucleus of ataeslared the
artificial transmutation of chemical elements tonmev an established fact. In short, it would almses#m that we
find ourselves upon the eve of "discovering" thdd3opher's Stone of medieval alchemy. ProfessamdrFisher,
of Yale, recently startled the world by announdingt a German chemist had succeeded in makingetyatold
from base metals by means of an electric vacuunafig. Referring to this alleged experiment, inrdarview with
a representative of the "Daily Mail," Dr. Irvine lg&on, of University College, London, said: "Sorfardefinite
transmutation of an element by building up heawyrat of gold from lighter metals has been achie@uthe othe
hand, Sir Ernest Rutherford has disintegrated iceofethe lighter elements into one still light&vhile one cannot
say it is impossible, there seems no reason why gfubuld be specially singled out by Nature tohgeultimate
product of a building-up or breaking-down process.
"Supposing a certain amount of gold had been faarx a product of change, the question would ass® the
utility of the process. At present the only trangation that has been affected has been, from thdugtive point o
view, extraordinarily ineffective and extravagdrthink that most scientists are interested in¢hateged



discoveries, but are inclined to be somewhat skabtintil definite proofs are forthcoming, whichnig/ position in
the present case."

But whatever the facts may be regarding this modesaration, the attitude of leading scientists talxthe
possibilities of the German's vacuum furnace; yetauthor of the present work, whose researchedhintsubject
of Alchemy have been exhaustive, appears to hawedfgood reason to believe that some of these syadhbetic
gold! In the preface to his "Alchemy, Ancient an@dérn." Mr. Stanley Redgrave says: "The numberookb in
the English language dealing with the interestimgject of Alchemy, is not sufficiently great to oer an apology
necessary for adding thereto. Indeed, at the préises, there is an actual need for a further dbation on this
subject.”

The present work is apparently written with a viewectifying certain misconceptions which are hgydthose wh
have criticized adversely the claims of the dithamists. This the author has sought to do byiggaterbatim fron
the alchemystical writers themselves. That he hasxéensive library dealing with this subject, geéthout saying
and of his deep and wide personal inquiries mertamalready been made.

His style betrays a profound belief in alchemyashe terms it, "the law of evolution as applicablenetals and
minerals." In this he evidently does not stand @l@s men eminent in science are to-day holdirsyvieiwv as an
hypothesis, and are making more than tentativeraxpats to test it.

The "Periodic Table of Mendeleeff" points in thisedtion, at least as certainly as fossils do eekolution of
animal and vegetable life. Sir Edward Thorpe afist have indicated definite numerical relationsveen the
members of the halogen group of Fluorine, ChlorBr®mine, and lodine. Also in the case of the & group of
Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Arsenic, Antimony, and Bigmuétpparently similar relations can be shown teseketween
the members of the following group: Lithium, SodiuGopper, Silver and Gold. "These numerical retedjb says
the author, "seem to suggest affinity, even if they far from proving it, and affinity suggestdestst a common
parentage.

"Some investigators would appear to find in th&idy of alchemy, ground for putting forward an hipesis that
dogmas of religious belief are the foundations drictv alchemic writers have raised a bizarre terophemistry.
Further, that his chemistry was never practicatlyi@ved, but only used symbolically to veil cert@nets of
religion, such as the trinity. However, considerihg testimony on von Helmont and others, whicmocaie lightly
set aside, and also the experiments of presensaaptists, which far from disproving a law of ewtidn in metals,
tend, indeed, to affirm it, such an hypothesis ses@dequate to account for the existence of alehiterature.”
Chemistry has been styled "the wise daughter oblish mother," but we see today that the daughter
investigating the maternal fairy tales with the agtcaution, lest they should be found too truerlvaide
interests would be jeopardized by a discovery efrtiethod of making gold by synthesis; and it islygamarkable
that more fiction has not been written around thszinating subject.

A cipher manuscript, by Friar Bacon, is now beingeistigated in America with a view to decodingitd perhaps
of getting at the truth of gold evolution. One wabirhagine it to be almost certain, however, that@eomits the
names of his ingredients, or else supplies falseesaas do other writers. There are many cipheakhemic
literature which have been discovered such namegradum, antimony, saturn (lead), stannum (tieig. each of
which is condemned as an ingredient by a consesfangters of repute. Doubtless, they are interpdao distract
the attention of the student from the name of tf@ioxima materia", which name they have mentioopenly and
in the vulgar tongue.

This name according to the author of the presemk veogiven in order to acquaint the alchemist'knawn brother
adepts with the fact that he knows the materié; itot written for the information of the tyro. U$) Sendivogius
writes that he "intimated the art from word to w@rdut that his hearers "could by no means undedsthim. Basil
Valentine named the substance openly. Eirenaelal€thes asserts that he could tell true writesmfsophisters
"by a secret character." Therefore, he must haweddhis word or character in the writers form whoenquotes. It
is, then, for others to find, but probably not inigher.

Alchemy, at one time, was undoubtedly under thésagfithe Church. The names of Flamel, Basil Vatenand
Bernard Trevisan may be cited, but without unduesst in the cases of Bacon, Ripley and Lully,athiéence is
stronger. Ripley had the permission of the ChuecWithdraw from his sacerdotal duties, in ordedéwote himself
to alchemy. It is impossible to conceive of thectim of the Church being given if the art wereuftalent in all
instances. History places it on record that ceréthemists were imprisoned by the sovereignsatést not for
fraud, but for refusing to exercise their art oirtgpart its secret. This seems to imply that sueaeshe art had be:
proved beyond doubt.

These hypotheses, and others which arise out of, thee extraordinarily fascinating; but after alkaid, remains
the concrete fact that there has been in the presgmo accredited demonstration of the art patethe great
work of transmuting baser metals into silver ordgdevertheless, some of the foremost scientisEuobpe and



America are turning their eyes in the directiontwdt star which bekoned to Raymond Lully. We are possibly al
to witness the phenomenon of the Philosopher'seStomyth" of ancient superstition, emerging, tateifrom an

electric vacuum furnace! Who, now, shall deny tkistence of fairies or doubt the birth of the Gods?
SAX ROHMER

BRUTON STREET.
FEB. 5th, 1923
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SECTION |
Prefatory Remarks

This small treatise is intended to be a very Iméetatement of the claims of the alchemists. $eisforth largely in
their own words, and principally from their viewipp but the aspect from the standpoint of receigrdific
discoveries in the realm of physics, has not beemnlooked. Indeed, to have disregarded these lattarld have
been tantamount to neglecting the most trenchauinaents available, for making out an a priori dasfavour of

the existence of a law or laws of evolution througiity, applicable to all material things.
As all branches of physics point in this directians difficult to say which method of investigati appears to yield
the most striking intimations, and presumptive ewick, of the evolution of metals. Probably the spscope is
foremost. Considerations of space, and of the sobfiés treatise, prevent further allusion to tfaiscinating
subject than is given in subsequent chapters. ifomiino proves the existence of this evolutionaxy by the
production of gold, there is no guerdon of fame;ré&sults of publicity in this matter are truly aiculable.
As regards the claims of the alchemists, thesévarfold: first, that a law of evolution obtainstime mineral and
metallic realm; and second, that its working hasngractically demonstrated. Modern writers on dsé® and
modern critics of alchemy, do not definitely dehg possibility of evolution, but they do assert tihe practical
proof of the existence of such a law has not yesgd successfully through the crucial test. Yetritd of the
alchemists' assertions is vouched for in the malsihen language possible. Without any obligatioddcso, writers
have pledged their hopes of eternal salvation wpernruthfulness of their statements. Some of thgers of the
alchemists are amongst the most sublime outpoudfgsul extant. | instance two only: Ripley's prain the
Medulla of Alchemy, commencing "O most incomprehielesLight,” and Basil Valentine's preface to hist Will
and Testament. These and the prayers and pioudajans of the other alchemists e.g., Artephidaifel, Bacon,
Geber, Kalid, Hermes are worthy to be preserved taibe made accessible to the ordinary readeas¥ert that
such men are liars, or are deluded when they sgyhhve evolved gold and silver, is tantamountimitting that
one is ignorant of psychology. There is no roomdelusion or self deception, as there might beitnegsing a
conjuring trick.

PRAYER OF BASIL VALENTINE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT

"O Lord God Almighty, merciful gracious Father dfifie Only Begotten Son Jesus Christ, who art dmyitord of
Sabaoth, the principle of all things that are magléhy word, and definite end of all creatures abaxd below; I,
poor miserable man and earthworm, return thanks muit babbling tounge from the innermost center pfimmart,
who hast been pleased to enlighten me with the gt of Thy heavenly and earthly wisdom, and ¢fneatest
mysteries of the created secrecies and treasutbsaforld, together with Thy divine saving wolxy, which |
learn to know Thine Almighty power and wonders.Tliee belongs eternal praise, honour and glory, ftamity
unto eternity, that Thou hast bestowed on me healthlivelihood, strength and ability to be helgiuimy fellow
Christians in their necessities and inflicted imfities with these mystical healing medicines, thgetvith such
spiritual comforts, to raise the drooping spiriterd, to Thee alone belongs power, might and gltwryi;hee is the
praise, honour and gratefulness, for all the merai@ graces Thou has bestowed upon me, and bastyed me
therein to this my great age, and lowest comfdutsnot angry with me that | deliver up to Thee, eréternal
Creator, the keyof my stewardship; wrapped up in this parchmestording to the duty my calling and conscie
calls for; with these Thou did suffer me to keepig®mthe most of my time till now, Thou hast cabedl foreseen
me to be thy servant and steward, and festiously afforded, that | should enjoy the nableet fruits which wel
gathered in thy almonary to my last instant, anéctvimow O Lord lieth in Thy power. | beseech Theethe dear
merits of Jesus Christ, come now, when Thou pléaseslose my heart, receive my soul into Thy habwvthrone
of grace; let her be recommended unto Thee grdgi@u3 hou faithful God, who hast redeemed her anHiioly
Cross with the most precious tincture of the trloo8 of Thy holy body: then is my life well ended this earth,



grant to the body a quiet rest, till at the last,dsdy and soul join again, and are of a heaveoiyposition: for
now my only desire is to be dissolved, and to bt wiy Lord Christ: the which Thou, Almighty, Holgind
Heavenly Trinity grant to me, and all good Christizelievers. Amen."

PRAYER OF RIPLEY IN MEDULLA ALCHEMIAE

"O most Incomprehensible Light, most glorious inj@ssy, who with the clarity of Thy heavenly raysstidarken
our dimmer light; O substantial Unity, the Divinér€e, the joy and rejoicing of the heavenly hdst,dlory of our
redemption. Thou most merciful, the purifier of Bp@nd the perpetual subsistence, O most gradiowmsjgh daily
dangers and perils which Thou sufferest us to Waleand through this vexatious veil of vanity, loruss to Thy
Heavenly Kingdom. "O power and wisdom, Thou goodrieexplicable, uphold us daily, and be our guide a
director, that we may never displease thee altithes of our lives, but obey Thee as faithful prefes of Thy Holy
name. Early, even betimes, O Lord, hear Thou mygssa by virtue of Thy grace help forward my desi@end
enable me, | beseech Thee, to perform Thy Holy.\ilmost excellent fountain, boundless in treasurbeu
scatterest Thy good things without measure amahgsions of men, and Thou makest every other ceetdu
partake of Thine especial kindness. Thou art wor@hizord, to behold the works of Thy hand and ttedd what
Thy right hand hath planted, that we may not limprafitably, nor spend the course of our yearsanities. Grant,
therefore, we beseech Thee, that we may live witfadsehood and deceit, that avoiding the greagdeanf a sinfu
course of life, we may escape the snares of sind"@s | renounceth love of the things of this léad the
concupiscence or lusts thereof, so accept of mgsétvant, as a true and spontaneous votary, wiodlyadepends
on Thy goodness, with all confidence, possessitigimgp more. "We submit ourselves to Thee, for gs fit;
vouchsafe Thy light to discover to us the immontehsures of life; shew us Thy hidden things, amdnerciful and
good unto us. "Among the rest of Thy servants, ptudess Thy name, | offer myself with all humbldmission;
and | beseech Thee O Lord, to forgive me, if | opad reveal Thy secrets to Thy faithful servantsieA."

These men declare that they have actually donedhle themselves, by their own hands; one exceptidhis
being stated by the author of The Book of Alzés Bimply a question of having produced ten foltiuadred fold,
or a thousand fold more gold and silver than wasl@s a ferment. A man who states definitely tiatds
accomplished this work is telling the simple truthhe is a conscious and self condemned liar.d$ehiad a certain
result, and the theory he puts forward is intenealccount for this phenomenon through perfecttyna causes;
and if the material and working are correct theesaesult must inevitably follow.

If he reads many alchemic books, the unbiased nihbewnable to avoid the conclusion that the atoist had
done that which he solemnly asserted he had agtaetiomplished, viz., produced gold which was meviusly ir
existence. The whole possibility turns on this pdils gold a compound body?" Chemists can onlytkay they
have not yet succeeded in splitting it up, if indleach a statement is true. It could also be $aitlit acts like a
simple body. This latter is not a sufficient argumydor many compounds take, for example, ethyl amdnonia act
as simple bodies to form bases, salts, amalgardss@on. These compounds were formerly considerbe t
simple.

It has been stated that nitrogen, hitherto consitiew be a simple element has been split up intorheand
hydrogen. The diamond has been proved to consgiraéthing more than crystallized carbon. Wherdyaisahas
been accomplished, the possibility of synthesistbd® considered, especially in "lifeless"” thin§everal books
have been written suggesting, and actually statirag,the art is impossible. Reduced to its sintgkysns, this
means that these detractors have not accomplibleeddrk, and know of no one who has. The Periodiw,Lif it
points in any direction, points in the directioneslution. The evidence of the spectroscope shbatsthe older a
heavenly body is, the more "elements" it contais: sun contains more elements than younger sinesearth
contains more elements than the sun, althougtotimeei were thrown off from the sun, and probablgtamed at
that time precisely the same number as its pamnflde spectroscope fails to detect gold in nelyudamet
emanations, or in any of the suns, including ours.

Sir Roderick Murchison geologist and metallurgaitishd gold was "the latest formed metal." Nearly dlhat all,
metallurgists and miners agree that the occurrefigeld is mainly a surface phenomenon. Theress #iie currer
belief that the: "tailings" of gold mines show magad, the longer they ateft. These tailings are left by compar
who have efficient plant, including mercury, sodganide, etc., for dissolving out, or amalgamatiith the gold;
the tailings as a rule are worked over by Chinamsng only the cradle and pan. Lock, on page 78W<f
monumental work entitled Gold, writes: "Many of ttadings cannot, by their position, have beenared gold
sand descending to them by gravity, or by wateasiis.” Basil Valentine, in Chapter Il of his Lasill\&nd
Testament, also mentions the matter. Gold haspprantly ascended from the interior of the eagither as fluid,
solid, or as volatilized into vapour. In either eathe gold would be more abundant towards theidmterhe
converse is true. Surface workings are theasgthand even the reefs themselves get pooreepg#i deeper. The



are few exceptions to this general rule.

If Nature is still producing gold on the earth, siiebably does so in the form of minute specks. Alggets are
probably aggregations of these specks depositedfdlutid in which they were suspended or carriedonhich
they were in solution. It is unlikely that theserat of gold are formed by one dry metal acting motlaer; and it is
said "One body entereth not, or altereth not andtfidiere must, it appears, be a medium, a fluidima of union.
The author of Aurea Catena Homeri writes: "A medifnanion is wanting. They (the students) shoutakléor
such a medium. One metal does not and cannotiattea radical union with another without their med of
union; this medium they have lost at the meltingp&ece, near the mines. Go there and look for itake its like."
For those who work with common sulphur, mercuryt, sériol, and antimony, he writes the followingylany
authors have written that the vitriolic gur be finst matter of metals, others say that antimorghésroot and
mother of the metals, this has caused much eridsd: "That metals are reducible into sulphur, neycand salt, |
allow, but that they should immediately proceeddfrem, | cannot find. | find no running mercuryttme mines
near the metals; but will in cinnabar ore"; whiektér fact is not strange, when one comes to thioker.

The alchemists teach that the ordinary metals arémperfect but also impure; so here comes inubtiowork,
Viz., removing impurities an arduous task and theading up to the gold standard. The substancehahizy
indicate as the material or subject, of the gré#lbpophic experiment is, they say, imperfect, inuma, unripe,
green, but not impure. John Pontanus quoted withasjal by others says: "He which separates anythorg the
subject or matter, thinking it to be necessarytgsdo) wholly errs in his philosophy: That whichsisperfluous,
unclean, filthy, feculent, and in a word, the wheldstance of the subject is transmuted or chaimyea perfect,
fixed, and spiritual body, by the help of our firghich the wise men never revealed.”

In concluding the prefatory remarks, | should likeurge the necessity of not according to commemvalue, the
same importance, as should be attached to thedextented on. This applies to this treatise, aradl tmanuscript
and edited books, in which the author gives hisrprietation of alchemic writers. The following aamples:
Figulus, Kelly, Samuel Norton, Arthur Dee, PetrusnBs, W. Salmon, Yardley, De Winter, Backstrom, trel
volumes of Collectanea Hermetica ; these may sffitough the list could be extended considerdbtioes not
apply to the comments of adepts upon adepts; lart these criticisms, strictures, or explanatioheukl be
carefully weighed.

Every ancient faith or philosophy has been emasedilay friend and foe alike; through the mediuncafments,
glosses, and biassed interpretations; which haegantly assumed the authority which is inhereiy anthe
original text. In these brief sections is preserg@nsensus of opinions extracted from anciehieahic writings, il
order to establish certain facts, and to corredaageglaring misrepresentations. That the traghneasily have
swollen to an unmanageable size, will be knowmtsé who are aware that an enormous mass of literest
available, from which to draw. As to the identititioe proxima and prima materiae, the writer's @enclusions
are not pertinent to the scope of this treatibey tare, therefore omitted. Neither is it usefuhtivise as to which
books are the best to study; for all do not gaiovikedge from the same point of view; as Eirenaeunsarks in his
preface to Ripley Revived. Pictorial presentatiohthe theory and practice of the art are invaleablch as those
of Flamel, Maier, Basil Valentine and Splendor Sdlhis last recently issued by Kegan, Paul & Co.).
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SECTION II.
Modern Criticism.

In order that the statements of modern critics bmpssessed at their proper value, a list is hees of things

which Ripley, endorsed by Eirenaeus, says are sseddd even injurious in the work. Other emindstiemists, ir
their candid moments, warn students against usiesetand many other ingredients.

Antimony (not worth a mite), amalgams, acids, at@ew corrosive waters, arsenic, orpiment bloogpeo rust,
copper vitriol, eggs, egg-shells, ferments, haim, steel, iron scales, crocifer, soul of leatthaige, mercury
(quicksilver), vermillion, mercury sublimed, mergwrecipitated, marchasite, oils from calces, biiroe, rubified
imperfect bodies, spirits, sulphur, sandiver, drebsé salts : ammoniac, alkali, alembroth, attindestar, common
salt, gem, petre, soda, tinctures white and redewitiols (i.e., sulphates, and other crystatlizalts). The author
of the Mystery and Romance of Alchemy and Pharmmerites: " Men of undoubted ability and genius wddteth
their lives and their fortunes over the searcHli@ illusive dimera, etc." The use of the word "chimera" implief
course, that he does not believe that any of thenwbat they claimed to have done. He prejudgesviae
guestion from the standpoint of his own attainme®&tsalso, some say " there is no God " becaugehtinee not
found Him. He also says: "The notorious Dr. Desaisl to have received immense sums of money frgresitor
imparting the coveted secret, which he demonstiayatieans of an ingenious trick." He does not qaote
authority for so important a statement, nor exptaian the nature of the ingenious trick.
Again: "Bacon states that sulphur and mercury laeenineral roots and natural principles upon wiNeture
herself acts and works in the mines and cavertiseoéarth; the latter metal he believed to berile ¢lixir of the
philosopher's stone.” This is not a true presentrmeBacon's sayings. Bacon did not believe andhdidwrite that
the metal mercury was an ingredient. He says: ‘fireework is the reducing the Body into Water, ttiginto
Mercury." And: "Our tincture then, is only geneihtaut of the mercury of the wise. . . because ftoisiMercury
alone, is the Virtue and Power of this our Magigtand it so resolves every (Metalline) Body, tihabhay be
augmented or multiplied.” "The second principleaf Stone is called Mercury." Notice the Body is$ diszsolved
in Mercury, there is no amalgam; but resolved,thers say, into a clear water, called by them Msr.ctihis
modern author also says: ". . . others, includihgZ®s and Merlin, believed it to be an amalganotf gnd
mercury, fantastically called the Red man and higt&\wife." It is difficult to understand how mangading of
alchemic treatises save of the most superficiad kian give rise to such an interpretation. Justheis sulphur was
not brimstone, for it was incombustible (see GeBendivogius, etc.), so their mercury was neitlyeirdrgyrum
nor any of its salts. (See Ripley's "Erroneous Expents.") True, the Red Man is gold but the Meycwvhich is
the White Wife, was a substance compounded bytetefore, not mercury. Eirenaeus on Ripley: "Tagtisecret
is to know our Mercury, which is not common, butfasial, drawn from three heads by the mediatidrooe thing,'
etc. He makes the same misinterpretation of theeahic writers; since they agree that common sulpghoot
meant, and not used. Extracts from authors orpitiigt will be given later. "The Story of Alchemyinbodies
several errors which are perpetuated by other asithod it is the importance of these errors, andhthe work,
which necessitates somewhat extended notice hereegards the Story of Alchemy, the impressiondefthe
mind by reading it is that the author thinks ther@y be something in it after all. He mentions thiaere gold is,
silver is found (and he might have added iron) &t all lead contains some silver. But why?adsvifrom hints
less evident than this that Wallace and Darwin ezl the theory of evolution. The author says..'the one
experiment which seems to us to be the crucialraxeat of the system, was never accomplished."sBtely he
cannot expect, for his positive assertion of a tiegaa credence he himself denies to others wdite ¢he contrary.
Indeed, the author of that highly esteemed traxtitled The Hermetic Art, himself writes: "It is tlawful, nor
commendable to reprobate an art, by judges wha@aogant of its laws as well as the facts; andigimeorant
negative of such, is by no measufficient to set aside the affirmative knowled§so many men of unquestiona
credit, piety and virtue, supported by arguments@rcumstances of incontestable force."



These men asserted not merely a theory, but thgithtad accomplished the work with their own haiadsl had
done so more than once. | will instance Flamelf@eus Philalethes, and Basil Valentine. The |adtabngst
many other things, discovered fulminating goldstithe modern chemist believes, because he knaxssts, and
knows how to prepare it. But he discredits Basilevitine's assertion that he has made gold; heveslié cannot b
made, because it has not come within his own krgdeor experience. And only on those grounds, éocdnnot
affirm that it is scientifically impossible or inedible. It is necessary to lodge an emphatic praigsinst the
unfairness, the scarcely veiled contempt, thatames the criticism of the claims of the alchemiStse criticism
professes to be an impartial and scientific ingggiton of the theory of the existence of a law\adlation. It is
neither impartial nor scientific.

The author of the Story of Alchemy cites the pagaiflMercury and the Alchemist out of Sendivogicusd says:
"Sometimes the patient rebelled." Our author dagsay why this common mercury rebelled, yet Sevgius
mentions the reason. It is because hydrargyruheisvrong "mercury" altogether, and could not acdwhghe
things the pseudo-alchemist required of it. Thistiee fact could not be missed by the most careteasder. "Of
what wilt thou make the Philosopher's Stone?" Atelst "Of Mercury , sir." Senex: "Oh what Mercury?"
Alchemist: "There is but one Mercury." Senex: 8tiue, there is but one Mercury, but altered veslig according
to the variety of places; one is purer than andtidchemist: O, sir, | know how to purify it vemyell with vinegar
and salt, with nitre and vitriol." Senex: "I tefige this is not the true purifying of it, neitherthis, thus purified, the
true Mercury: wise men have another Mercury, aratlar manner of purifying it."

Again, Alchemist: "Do tell me if thou art the trivéercury, or if there be another.” Mercury: "I am fdery, but
there is another.” And so on, all through the plerabhe modern author says: "Those who pretend&dduw,
abused and vilified those who differed from theifhie word "pretended” abuses and vilifies those sdlemnly
swore that they had done the work; it also begsmih@e question. He quotes Madathanas in suppdnisof
statement, omitting, however, to quote the follogyoregnant sentence by the same author. "To thé Mgk and
Almighty God, the Creator of this Art, Whom it hgileased to reveal to me, wretched, sinful mamiswer to my
prayer), this mst precious knowledge, be eternal praise, glorgpho and thanksgiving." This alters the standf
to that of an honest man who is indignant with éheio defraud others by false methods, knowing tteebe false
and futile. In the same partial manner he quotes@hly True Way and omits this sentence: "l mysef not
speak out as plainly as | would, for | am silenbgdhe vow, which binds all the masters of the 'Afine does not
need to be an expert in economics to visualize wioaild happen if a recipe were given "making thtsaa
common as the baking of bread, or the brewing ef.be

On page 96 : Op. cit. the author writes: "The sturgted in chap. lll., from Michael Sendivogioukjstrates the
difficulty which the alchemists themsebk/bad in understanding what they meant by the tdtercury”; yet there i
perhaps no word more often used by them than Stmame of them evidently took it to mean the substdahen, and
now called mercury; the results of this literakiqiretation were disastrous; others thought of orgras a
substance which could be obtained, or, at any naight be obtained, by repeatedly distilling ordinenercury,
both alone and when mixed with other substances, ldere, again, he makes no distinction betweeheathists
who had, or might have, done the work, and whagfioee, knew perfectly well what "their mercury" syand
those who were groping after the hidden meanirthede adepts. He mentions that Basil Valentineenttot
"Dedicatory Epistle” to the Triumphal Chariot of hmony. Surely this is written by his commentatdreddore
Kerckringius; it is exactly his style, as used is &iddress "to the Reader" and in the commentsiginaut the work
Furthermore, these words occur in the Dedicatorigtep "Since in the words of Basilius, | have ablg gained a
place in a higher class."

The author of the Story Of Alchemy also says: "Vakow lion was the alchemical symbol of yellow ghides, the
red lion was synonymous with cinnabar, and thergliem meant salts of iron and of copper.” Ripleystnhave
heard, or read, similar remarks nearly 500 yeaos g he says in his Erroneous Experiments: "Algoought in
Sulphur and in Vitriol, which fools do call the @reLion." Also in Ripley's "Sixth Gate":

"The said Menstrua is (I say to thee in counseh Blood of our Green Lion, and not of Vitriol."

Ripley, in his Medulla Alchimiae, contrasts thes® iGreen Lions. All these lions are one in nathugh two in
substance; the Green is a very immature or unhijpg tthe Yellow is a more matured state of "ouripe Gold,"
the Red Lion is the perfect state, sometimes agpdiehe philosopher's red stone, but more ustialbyrdinary golc
Neither of these lions contained common sulphurcommon mercury, nor any of their derivatives. NetitAlg no
S entered into the composition of the Great Stasés shown later on. Again: "Black sulphides weaked eagles,
and sometimes crows." | cannot find it so in mydieg. "When black sulphide of mercury is stronggated, a red
sublimate is obtained, which has the same compasits the black compound; if the temperature ikapt very
high, but little of the red sulphide is producdtk alchemist is directed to urge the fire, "elgelihck crows will gc
back to the nest."



The application of the production of these sulpkidEmercury to the process of the sages is hoglglesong.
First, they used no mercury and could, thereforedyce no sulphide of mercury; second, they usesluighur; so,
it being absent, could not combine with the merauijch was not present. Thirdly, the essential edavere not
black then red: the black itself was soft, bubhliplgstic substance. The colours are black, ablue, iridescent,
then white.

Scala Philosophorum says: "The sign of the firstqme whiteness is the manifestation of a certitiie Icircle, as of
hair that is passing over the head, which will e the sides of the vessels round about theeniata kind of
citrine or yélowish colour.” This ends in perfect silvery whitess. This is the White Stone; it is "fermentedthvair
"oily calx of silver" to produce the elixir whichansmutes metals (chiefly copper and iron) inteeilver. The
White Stone can, without opening the glass, befirtbby a higher degree of heat into the Red Stdhe.attentive
student also knows that the crow never evolutemlangcarlet bird direct, but first into a dove saman. So in the
account of the Noachian deluge, the dove comedtlietstory after the raven had disappeared. Ard la¢ get the
account of the red wine of Noah's vineyard. Theest@o ways of viewing The Story Of Alchemy ; eitlibe
author has not succeeded in deciphering the codehwie alchemists used to notify their discovergach other;
or he has. In the latter case, it may have seemed ® him to discourage belief in metallic evauti or in the
alternative, to suggest to inquirers the wrong nigtén order that the foundations of society ntight be
upheaved.

The nearer an investigator approaches the he#ireafiystery, the more cautious he becomes in Hikgpu
utterances, for the reasons | have stated.

In Alchemy, Ancient and Modern, by H. Stanley Rexlgr, are the following brief and pregnant sentent&hat
would be the result if gold could be cheaply praeti®’ ". . . the financial chaos which would folla®it were to be
cheaply obtained, surpasses the ordinary imagimatihe above named book, issued originally in 194 Written
in the spirit of investigation, and should be stdiSo much has been discovered lately in the reafphysics, that
we are justified in presuming that not every writerthis tremendous subject, and who employs acuobstyle, is
necessarily merely pog) as a mystigogue; or because his innate andiimate vanity fears exposure. The unbie
student must, | think, conclude that these merodised this evolutionary law: that they were ageadvance of
their times, and are still in advance of oM#hen we consider the paucity of their resourcesnust conclude, als
that their materials were common and cheap, andriethod, from a view, simple. All their would-lraitators
have been far too subtle and elaborate.

A History of Chemistry, by the late J. Campbell #mg embracing the subject of alchemy, requireseradim
extended review. A few extracts given before entgadn the review may assist the reader to judgehenehis
author's opinion is biased, or scientifically «di.

Speaking of Raymond Lully, he writes (p.97): "Therg goes that he was employed by Edward I. of &mngjito
make gold for minting, and that he had a laboratoryhis purpose at Westminster; but analysidefdoins of that
king does not bear out the tale, for they are faiene pure gold, not gold of the philosophers138: "Of course,
when we read that Paracelsus said that he possegsetion of this mystic substance, and he agtuehsmuted
base metals into gold, we feel sure that he waplgitelling a lie. Or when we read that Raymundly.was
presented to Edward I. by the abbot of Westminsted,that he made gold for the king from base reathich golc
was used for making coins: and when by assays se®witr that surviving specimens of these coingangposed
of genuine gold, we assume that either King EdveairBaymund Lully was deceived at some point ofgtexess.
In a later century, Henry VI. of England and ChaN#él. of France coined a quantity of gold madethoy
Philosopher's Stone, but that gold was undoubtgullyious."

P.201, on Van Helmont: "He asserted that he hadaligtwitnessed the transmutation of a base metalgold, a
remarkable statement from a man of his lofty charaand shrewd powers of observation, which hasdede to
think that the adepts may have approached neatike tdlagnum Opus than is usually supposed." Of EdKally,
he writes: "He seems to have been an accompli&ued |

Touching on these points briefly, he asserts tblt goins of Edward |. are good gold, and therefaeproduced
by alchemic art; and conversely, the gold coindgéemry VI. of England, and Charles VII. of Frane&s
debased, therefore, presumably, alchemy may hale hand in producing it. . . . we assume théegiKing
Edward or Raymund Lully was deceived at some paiitihe process.” The author seems to assume ibavds a
chemical experiment; but evidently it was an ordir@mmercial issue, and had it not been profitathie gold
would have been purposely debased to make it dly. did not strike the coins, he only handed oveldgo the
king's coiners. A happy deception, truly, whereepgld results, and everyone is perfectly satisfied

With regard to the episode of Henry VI., thereasawidence as to the kind of gold handed to thieiaffminters;
but there is abundant reason supplied by the disasevents of that reign, for the necessity ofldaged coinage
for internal circulation. State paper money at p86 cent. profit was not then known. The debasingpin was



known and practiced in every state at some periidts distory, and this quite apart from alchentiie critic is
therefore hard pressed for his argument and iitistn to drag in Henry VI. of England and Charlds df France,
and on the same page to discredit, by a suddea-faie the account of Edward I.

His statement concerning Van Helmont is distorthd;latter did not merely "witness" a transmutatiogre is the
account according to Helmont." | had once giverntimeefourth part of a graint<all a grain that which takes 60C
make an ounce. | made projection therewith, wrappgper, upon eight ounces of quicksilver, havimafe a
little noise, stopped and congealed into a yelloassn Having melted it in a strgfire, | found within eleven grair
of eight ounces of most pure gold, so that a goéihis powder would have transmuted into very ggottl, 19,15¢
grains of quicksilver."

Helvetius, also asserts that with a fragment ofathiosopher's stone about the size of half a puseied, he
transmuted half an ounce of lead (and some silu&)six drams and two scruples of most pure gblds
transmutation was done by himself and his wifdyamhe, in his own crucible, on lead cut off by hifhsand the
adept who gave him the elixir was not present. €pisode is not mentioned apparently in The Histdry
Chemistry.

Neither does he record the demonstrations of DeePof Guildford, in May, 1782. These eight oraiconsecutive
transmutations were done in the presence of sewdrasses, with all the precautions the latteddalevise. They
are given in full detail in The Annual Register foe year 1782, published in London, 1783. It fiddilt to
imagine that the learned author of The History b&®istry had not read the accounts of HelvetiuszmdPrice.
On page 2, the author cited, writes : "The professbthat art (alchemy). . .engaged themselvassearch for whi
was by them unattainable.” Here the accent seenessarily to fall upon the words "by them"; he doescommit
himself here to the statement that the art is irsibdes per se.

On page 5, the following occurs : ". . .two philpkaal follies of the schoolman, the search forgh#osopher's
stone, and for the elixir of life."

Page 10."The Chaldean Nebo corresponds with thal metrcury and the planet mercury." And on pageR®@m
the Chaldeans alchemy passed to the Egyptians,™Alidough quicksilver played an important partilchemy,
the ancient Egyptians were not acquainted withsitit was not discovered till a much later date.atcient
Chaldean astronomy, Nebo may have been ascriltbe @anet Mercury, but how it could correspond tmetal o
which there is no mention until about 300 B.C., dla¢hor does not attempt to explain. In ChapteitWill be
found that such ascription was made about the ¢#ttury.

Page 9, he remarks that "there were no mines tledfliel in Chaldea, and so this knowledge andl skist have
been slowly acquired by some other nation domidite@ metalliferous and fuel-growing country.” Talehemists
assert positively that no metal is an ingredierthefwork (with the exception of gold or silver itvhich to
"ferment" the elaborated "white stone"), therefgmesumably, the art of alchemy could be practinezbuntries
deficient in metals, so long as the necessary afymawas obtainable.

As we know that the ancient Chaldeans and Egyptigane proficient in making vessels of glass andheamware,
we also may assume that they could and did makkltioeatory apparatus they required, including ixes. The
modern critic holding—or pretending to hold—that smphistication and adulteration of gold and silv@nstituted
the art of alchemy, requires the presence of niketallis loads.The alchemist required the absencealtilye tests
known to him—of every kind of metal, including galdd silver and mercury. Therefore, the entire stparture
of criticism collapses, being theoretically buiian a nonexistent foundation.

As in the case of mercury and other metals soialgan the case of sulphur. This, and other sutsts such as
arsenic, bismuth, and salts are in alchemy anabtmthe false gods set up in the Egyptian templasye in very
ancient times an apparently pure monotheism exi¢ied6 op. cit.).

On page 21, and elsewhere, "theiou apyrou" is ket as "unburnt sulphur,” and therefore the ltfitti is called
"sulphur-water." The correct translation of "a-pystis "unchangedy fire"; this not only totally negatives ordini
sulphur, but also corresponds to that which theeatists have named, in the tongues of Chaldea,tE4yqbia,
Greece, and Rome, "sulphur incombustible." The igipa depicted is also unsuitable for distillingpduir, or for
collecting any sulphur gases.

The true "sulphur" which was incombustible in tive,f"and valued not its martyrdom at all," hasait&logy in the
bush which Moses saw, which burned in the fire voas not consumed, and in the Hebrew youths whe west in
the fiery furnace, over whom "the fire had no pawenor had the smell of fire passed on them.fdwadhg
logically on the assumption of manipulation of $ulp the author, on page 24, identifies the ddtatiergas which
issues as sulphuretted hydrogen, but he theretlwegpithat his sulphur was not "unchanged by fire."

On page 33 he quotes : "This is the definitiorhef $tone which is not a stone, nor of the natueesibne. It is a
stone which is engendered every year. Its mineuad on the summit of the mountains. It is a miheoatained in
sand and in rocks of all hills; it is found alsocislouring matters, in the sea, in trees, in plantsvaters, etc. As



soon as you have recognised it, take it and madadxeof it." (In other words, calcine it and redutt an oxide.)
"Extract its soul, body, and spirit, separate ezfdhese things, and place it in the special vasielwis set apart for
it. Mix the colours, as painters do for black, whigellow and red, and as doctors do in their méguwhere enter
the moist and the dry, the warm and the cold, dtfieasid the hard, in such a way as to obtain a-bedthnced
mixture, favorable to bodies. This done by thedidetermined weights. Then are united in one ttieierse
gualities."

This well-known extract is endorsed by other alchemistspbutmodern critics do not attempt to explain hother
common sulphur, or any one of the ingredients thewtion, fulfills, or can fulfill the conditions he set out. On
pages 86, 87 and elsewhere, the statement is inadeopper is the basis of much of the work dedaite
Chrysopoeia, Argyropoeia and the Turba. If thisenderally true, they would not be alchemic treas.

This extract is given from Parmenides in the Tuitkend., 1896), pages 33, 34 : "Leave, thereforejifoll and
superfluous things, and take quicksilver, coagulatbe body of magnesia, in kuhul or in the sulplivhich does
not burn ; make the same nature white, and plageoib our copper when it becomes white. And if gekcstill
more it becomes red, when if ye proceed to coctiddecomes gold, etc."

In the History of Chemistry it is given thus, thentents of the brackets being our author's intéagiom or
interpolation: "Take quicksilver; coagulate it withe body of magnesia (meaning magnetite, sulpbidatimony,
sulphide of lead, sulphide of tin, or pyrites) vath kuhul (i.e., sulphide of antimony) or unbusulphur, render its
nature white and put it in upon our copper, anilitwhiten the copper. If you render the mercuegythe copper
will redden, and if one then heats, it will becogudd, etc.” (Note : the ore magnetite mentioneairyauthor
happens to be singularly free of sulphur.)

Taking thepoints seriatim : "Leave, therefore, manifold angesfluous things," i.e., there is no need for @x#ous
things, for the "mercury," the "magnesia," anddhaek "copper" are but separated parts of the Ong,thow
purified, and about to be reunited, and not thiiem @hings. This is emphasized by many Masterd,eren in the
Turba it is said by Lucas (page 41) : "For ye neetda number of things, but one thing only, whiekeach and
every grade of your work is changed into anothéuneg

"Take quicksilver,"i.e., the volatile "mercury" vdfi has been distilled from the body. "Coagulatdhebody of
magnesia," i.e., in the white salt, the philosogatammoniac which has also come up and sepdtsédfdrom the
dark body (kuhul or philosophic antimony, or blde&d). In both works the dark body is whitened, frarticularly
in the sealed glass; and it is this latter workchiis here intended.

"And if ye cook still more it becomes red. In thestary of Chemistry version the translation rangthtlf you
render the mercury red, the copper will redden;-etto the modern author this must seem curiousfifsirthe red
copper is made white, and then its redness isregbto it, by two very elaborate procedures witthemne or two,
or more of the things he mentions. But with thdgduphic base which they call Venus or coppes itat
incongruous, for their copper is not red after'tmercury” and the "magnesia” have been separabed iff but darl
or obscure.

At the risk of irksome reiteration it is necesstaraffirm that competent alchemists were awardefitresence of
"combustible feculent sulphur" in sulphide orestsas sulphide of antimony, sulphide of lead, swphof tin, and
pyrites; also in the sulphurets, sulphites, andstiiphate salts, and condemned them on that acamitnnerely as
useless, but as prejudicial to the art. They applyreegarded sulphur or brimstone as a waste bghyet, in the
evolutionary process. See Sendivogius' TreatisBubphur, and his Parable.

Most of the extracts quoted in the History of Chetmyi, are of little importance, and have no autiatikie value,
being by unknown authors, and the attempted indé¢afion of any quotation is unconvincing. Very femtracts are
given fromthe writings of men held by consent to be adeptyd;these few are quoted with insufficient refeestu
the context, and no reference at all to any statésrizy their authors or others, which qualify theface meaning «
such extracts.

The same suggestion of bias is shown in varyingg@ions in the other critical books reviewed irstbection. For
instance, the Story of Alchemy in Chapter VI, sugjgeéhat the idea of alchemy and transmutation naag arisen
in a manner something like this :--A steel knifad# is immersed in a solution of sulphate of copaed on
withdrawing it, it is found to be coated with a dsjt of copper. [See also Sir Edward Thorpe's 'Bilisbf
Chemistry." Vol. 1., p.34. Watts & Co., 1921.] "Wihaore simple than to conclude that the iron hanbe
transformed into copper?" Also, apparently, we msgume that when the knife blade was dipped ituaatad
solution of salt, and was removed with a deposgadtf upon it, the very simple alchemist, who wa®=pert
worker in metals, precious stones, glass, pottary, would be overjoyed at the discovery of atainee of
evolutionary law transmuting iron into an alkalget. According to Roscoe a knowledge of the pridgenf iron
vitriol can be traced at least as far back as Gebat in what dim ages antedating Egypt, or théeég, the
knowledge of copper salts began, we have in thioHi®f Chemistry men acute and clever, in silvgrigilding,



depositing one metal on another, and in the migiihgpetals in fusion.

These two eminent authors do not agree as to whitthelchemists were most noted for skilled cugrin
credulous simplicity. They both commit the fundata¢and very elementary mistake of taking alchemsimes of
materials literally, though protesting that theyrau. For example, on page 186, op. cit.: "Gollyesiand mercury
constitute the material of the stone, after theyeHzeen prepared by art." The following lines, pade 187, prove
that these names are constructed literally.

On pages 187, 188 are the following: "To speaknptathe materials for the work were gold trichtj silver
nitrate, and mercury bichloride. This mixture waslesed in a glass matrass called the Philosopégg swhich
was hermetically sealed by fusion of the neck."d{énen, there is no sulphur ; moreover, it isapgarently
possible that such a mixture could become by thtask, iridescent, white, and lastly a permanedt Aes
mentioned elsewhere, the alchemists especiallyspadifically condemn a mixture of gold and silvierst a
monstrous lineage be begotten."

". . .the alchemists seem to have employed amwiplwith a wick composed of amianth or flexibleestbs."
Nothing could be further from the truth. Basil Viatiee has said : "Our fire is a common fire, andfomace is a
common furnace." "Let no prattling sophister lead ynto error with many furnaces. As our furnacedmimon, so
is our fire common." Urbigerus in Aphorism 72 says:.we have our self alone without the help f areature
living prepared them all on a common kitchen fag s very well known to several co-adepts ounfigg who
could not but admire and approve our industry." Afram these statements is the fact that a sefiity fierce heat
could not be obtained for the final stage, by mexran oil lamp. The modern critics are vitallwatiance with
each other, and none touches the hem of the mystery

The alchemist prepared gold chloride in order toggéd oxide; or, according to Roscoe, to obtaildgo a final
state of division. It is one of these latter—and thettrichloride—which they used in preparing teenient. As
regards the silver nitrate , the alchemists defipiand by name condemn the dissolving of silveagnfortis (or
nitric acid), alleging that this is not a true isibphic solution, but rather a process which dgsttioe "radical
humidity," and is comparable rather to melting log than to a natural process. The acid, if useal atvas used (as
ag. regia was employed for gold) to enable thegetahe silver oxide, or silver in a fine statedofision.

As regards corrosive sublimate, no mercury, orcfatbercury went into the philosopher's egg. Thelemo author"
remarks tempt one to diverge very widely from tbepe of this book, but limits of space preveninitst suffice to
draw attention to the fact—the very suggestive-fattiat none of these modern critics, be he humomarsastic, ¢
more condescendingly pitiful than angry, attemptprove that metallic evolution is even probablypassible,
having regard to chemical laws as now stated ozed.

The History of Chemistry states a well-known fdwdttthis art came to Western Europe from Egypgugh the
Arabs and Moors. As is stated above: "Although kgileer played an important part in alchemy, theiant
Egyptians were not acquainted with it, as it watsdigcovered till a much later date." This beingistollows that
the "Mercury" used in Egypt before hydrargyrum #sdsalts were known, is the same "Mercury" merggbhy all
alchemists, both previous to and subsequent tpehied of Egyptian alchemy.

| append this pertinent extract from HydropyrognaphHermeticum: "Moreover, the philosophers do say there
is no coming to a good end until gold and silvejdieed together in one body. Here, my son, thostronderstand
Luna metaphorically, and not according to the fetteby Luna is understood mercury or the prinadter,. . .and
not mercury vive, as the sophisters suppose. fedfirdt matter of metals is not mercury vive. | take, my son,
unless the body of Sol be sowed in its proper goily labour is in vain, and it produceth no fruithis agrees with
the sayings of the Masters; consequently, neitbkf gor mercury is in the sealed glass with thestede; using
these names of materials in their everyday sensgiofation from Bernard Trevisan's Epistle to Therm&Bononii
"in which," writes Eirenaeus, "let me seriously f@ss | received the main light in this hidden sednere follows.
It deals with metalline salts, such as nitrateiloks, chloride of gold, and others: "For examgtgls draw
corrosive water out of inferior minerals, into whithey cast the species of metals and corrode thenthey think
that they are therefore dissolved with a naturkltem, which solution truly requires a permanenéyhe dissolver
and dissolved together, that a new species mighttrifom both the masculine and feminine seed.tiYies they
think they dissolve (mistaking Nature) but dissoha; for the aqua fortis being extracted, the bbegometh
meltable as before, and that water abides notwattsubsists in the body as its radical moisture Bodies indeed
are corroded, they are so much more estrangeddronatallic kind. These solutions, therefore, aretine
foundation of the Art of Transmutation but the impoes rather of sophistical alchymists who thimdt this sacred
Art is hid in them." He adds that another sophistitution is that of melting by the force of fifEhe third and
philosophical solution is by the mixture of theieraury with the sulphur (from which it, the mercuinad been
previously separated) so that these two purifietiranrconjoined parts might corrupt and putrefy tbge-as in the
analogy of a grain of corn in the earth—and prodyieitiving, growing thing.
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SECTION llI.
The Speech of the Philosophers.

In order to understand the alchemic writer, ités@ssary to follow his mental processes, to enterthe same
mental view. It would be an easy task for him tmeéhis two ingredients, and to describe, step &y, sthat he
does with them. But such a revelation would indvlitaesult in national and international chaos.

The alchemist wishes to make himself known to thkenown brethren, who have also done the work. ldees the
society of those with whom he can converse freéthese wonderful things; those with whom he casides and
travel, without a continual restraint upon his woeahd actions. On this aspect, read the 13th Chajpfen Open
Entrance to the Closed Palace of the King, by [Bees Philalethes; and Lives of the AlchemysticaloBbphers,
by A.E. Waite; Thomas Norton's account of Thomasla's experiences, in the Ordinal of Alchemy, atgb the
account of the persecution and death of the adkptwas the master of Sendivogius.
The alchemists who, like Ripley and Valentine, athg had a safe and chosen retreats in their moiesstdesired
yet to leave on record their testimony that theaas true, and not "a cunningly devised fable." @heient
manuscripts were rare, and these later men weeg laypthe intervention of printing, to make knowrtheir books,
vital excerpts from these unobtainable manuscripts.obvious that the alchemist dared not opewlsne his
materials in the practical part of his book: neittiiel he describe in detail his handling of thesgearials. These
important points he apparently hinted at in a \@rguitous way in his theory or philosophy; and whéor all |
know to the contrary, he may have remedied the sianisor those who have patience and intuition.
The speech of the philosopher is not ignorant énnttatter of which he is treating, for he is a MadBait he display
ignorance of the true explanation of the phenonwémature. These he is using as figures of speehnalogies,
and as presumed parallelism; therefore, as proofs.
The alchemic writer has a very difficult task: hislwes to testify to a process, very difficult toebglained; that
is—as to why it happens. To explain the laboratooylkwwas easy, for the work was easy; but to expldiw,
according to the then accepted topsy-turvy explanatf natural phenomena, was not mere difficuttyas sheer
impossibility. But he did his best according to &fslity; none can do more, and many of us do less.
The alchemist had been taught by the scientifitadi€ his day to believe in the spontaneous geioeraf insects,
flies, worms, snakes, and even higher forms of &ifed in the evolution of barnacle geese from e Also, that
sea currents flowed up to the north pole by thematig attraction of the arctic pole, entered thaweejersed the
"Axle-tree of the world," and emerged at the squike. They used these supposed facts to illustatkeven as
proof of, their art. But, however imafient this may make us, it should not lead usotrclude that the whole art is
untrue as the attempted proof. The attempted ptioafigh convincing, would not have proved the rart tneither
does its failure prove the art false.
Many a modern man would make a hash of trying tw@the right angled triangle theorem, but hisufaildoes not
disprove it. For ages men tried to account forapparent motion of the sun, planets and starg; ¢éixpianation wa
wrong. For years chemists explained ltedavior of oxygen by the phlogiston theory; théso were wrong. But tt
earth still revolved on its axis, and travelledtgpath around the sun; oxygen still continuedritmifestations.
The discovery of evolution as applied to plants anitnals, was of the last generation; in the nexiegation it may
be found to apply to minerals and metals; if, irdléebe not already as well known as it is suspebclt is,
therefore, abundantly obvious that a wrong explanaif an occurrence does not affect the occurreMceh less
do these wrong explanations of phenomenon x. afffiectruth of phenomenon y. being only used asoajed, or
parallel illustrations. We have daily evidenceti§f when children give most weird explanationshafigs which
have come under their notice. The same type of ermmbserved when an aboriginal native or an iremced
kitten, sees its reflection in a mirror for thesfitime.
But the wrong explanation does not make us pooliplo® occurrence. Quite the contrary, indeed, g v
earnestness of the child convinces us that sontettas happened. Similarly, | think, we should hblibt only as



unfair, but also unscientific to dismiss as aru$ize chimera" this art, merely on the groundseffalsity of the
supposed analogic illustrations advanced as proofs.

The History of Chemistry is crammed full of blunglén nomenclature, action, re-action and compasitiut the
substances have not been "scrapped" or condemnibaiomccount; they have been investigated, and)yar® re-
named.

As the ancient chemists were ignorant of natusaldatside their laboratory, so to-day a botanistvofld-wide
fame may be ignorant of mathematics; a theologibmedicine; and so on. We do not, therefore, dettigm as
inefficient in their own special life's work. Hea¢éso are men who lived and worked, and discoveledents and
compounds, who testified—centuries before Darwin—ghiaw of evolution exists in the mineral realmd @hat
they had proved it practically.

In nature it often happens that the obvious isfalsd the concealed is true. So it is in the speétie
philosophers; and many have discovered this. lin gfresentment of the method of Practice. Herevéhtbal surfac
which conceals their "snowy splendour" is "blactem black."

It would, indeed, in some respects, be easierllovidheir methods, if blank spaces, or mere lsttirthe alphabet,
or numerals, were substituted for most of the naghne=n. The student would then—instead of wastisgttdught,
time, and means on the wrongly named materiaks-compelled to guide himself by the propertiethefthings. At
matters are he probably works on things which, ¢ginandicated, or even named, by alchemic writers)d not
possibly accomplish the work, because they arémibie true evolutionary path to silver and gold.

The following points should be considered.--1.Theep where the substance is found. 2. Whetherdiquisolid. 3.
How treated. 4. Any change when heated. 5. It®adt contact with other bodies. 6. Does it eva#a®. Is it
easily distilled or with difficulty, and great h@ad®. Its scent or taste. 10. Its ordinary outwanpearance. 11. Is it
acid or alkaline? 12. On mixture does it evolvetheaproduce cold? 13. If a fluid, does it swim amix with, or
sink in other fluids? These and other signs wil iai determining whether or not the worker has saded in
"spotting" the materials used by the alchemist.tii is very elementary; but apparentlydgnts usually rush at 1
thing which the writer has called antimony—for ingte—and try to force from it the signs and reactionsctibed.
If much more thought were used, before the acttadtize began, these blunders would be less frequen

It does not appear to be necessary to discussttnagible "elements,” earth, air, fire and watkeytare
exhaustively treated of in ancient and modern bawkalchemy. As regards the three "principles."ausy,
sulphur, and salt, | gather that they are defiaitgties, cognizable by our senses, and capalilein investigated
by the process of modern chemistry. They are dsgmlislsewhere; but it is impossible to avoid frequeention of
them in any section of a treatise on alchemy.

The metals are named after the sun and planetgaotlr excepted; and the astronomical signs di¢lagenly
bodies are also used for the metals. Besides lasisigned to gold, the word Sol means: positiveyaetgent, heat,
dryness, fire, masculine: Luna, or Lune, indicaltesopposite attributes, viz.: negative, passitfd, moisture,
feminine. Silver, the metal, and mercury, the mdtale the attributes of Sol, so has Antimonypadtals being
"masculine." The philosophic "mercury" and the padphic "salt" are both feminine; the former, wiedaborated,
is ascribed to the moon, and frequently called Lwna.une, and Argent Vive.

The philosophic "sulphur' is masculine. Venus, apper, is variously considered; copper being aotetly acids o
alkalies is often spoken of as the hermaphrodite. dichemists have taken advantage of this tdteeill secret
substance—which is hermaphroditic also—copper amtl¥eThe word copper is used throughout the Turba
Philosophorum to indicate their elaborated baskeftterm it lead, antimony, litharge and many ottanes.
Eudoxus says in the Hermetical Triumph : "The pojohers speak the truth negatively." which sayimaykl be
indelibly written in the student's mind.

Artephius writes: :But these things are so set dbwthe Obscure Philosophers, to deceive the unesmye have
before spoken; for it is not this Ars Cabalistioaa secret and hidden Art? Is it not an Art fdlsecrets? And
believest thou, O fool, that we plainly teach tBecret of Secrets, taking our words according é@ theral
signification? Truly, | tell the (that as for mylSkam in no ways self-seeking or envious as attee; but), he that
takes the Words of the other Philosophers, accgrditheir common Signification; he even alreadgmMhg lost
Ariadne's clue of Thread) wanders in the midstefltabyrinth, multiplies Errors, and casts awayNisey for
nought.”

According to these words, most students, and alildvbe critics, wander hopelessly in the Labyrirgiseing they
take the words of the philosophers literally. Thgescalled a certain product of his work red lead, it is red lead
accordingly, to the critic; another writer calletbame substance "our vermillion or cinnabar" araightaway, to
the critic, that which before was oxide of lead hasome sulphide of mercury!

Eirenaeus Philalethes writes in Ripley Revived:K& this from one that knows best the sense of whdias
written; where we speak most plainly, there be mastimspect (for we do not go about to betray Setrets of



Nature) especially in those places which seemwe Bieceipts so plain as you would desire, susjiaetrea
Metaphor, or else be sure that something is suppdeshich thou wilt hardly find of thyself, witholitspiration,
yet to a Son of Art, we have written that which eekeretofore was by any revealed."

If this art could be accomplished out of any onéngnty different things, or their combination aee out of the
then known seven metals, it would have been compnoperty long ago. But the materials of the Rebéssa
common, and the work so easy, that ingenious niéadgaot stoop to the simplicity of it. Eirenaeusregses
himself thus: "I do verily admiringly adore the Wam of God herein, that an Art so true, so nats@kasy, so
much desired and sought after, should yet be styrfrund, that the generality of men, learned anléarned, do
laugh at it as a fable; it is therefore most cefyaihe Gift of God, who is, and ever will be, théspenser of it,
according to his good pleasure." And so say thergthilosophers.

In the process the name "Saturn" is not used tioatel lead; but things compact, earthy, and pdaibuit alludes
to cold, moist darkness. For unless you get thigotation of your matter, and blackness, you actismpothing."
Out of this darkness comes light, and the empirdupfter; not tin. It was so in the creation: "veaahd void and
darkness"; "and the spirit of God moved upon tlee faf the waters. And God said 'Let there be lighd! light
was."

Exoteric analogies to this esoteric art exist Iro#ier arts; in the teachings of philosophy; ia #acred writings of
various religions, and in their rituals; as alsaha rituals of freemasonry, and the Rosicrucidh ®vhere, indeed,
may they not be found? So multitudinous are thecgsufrom which analogies may be brought, and tedg, that
similes are used such as the baking of bread, &kéng of wine, brewing of beer; marriage, birtlfe lideath,
resurrection; the parable of the "sower of the sted went forth to sow.' The art is typified different stages of
the work, by names of all sorts of birds, beastbefs, creeping things, and reptiles, on accoutiiesf appearance
habitations, or actions. These similitudes arepgpthat authors copy each other, instead of suitistj some other
type or allegory.

They also write, as Basil Valentine has writterusth'For | have written nothing but what | shalbb&vitness unto
after my death, and at the Resurrection of my Badyhis Short Way and Repetition, Basil Valentgiees the
following seriatim illustration of the work, viza crowned lion, a crowned eagle, a crowned serpightut wings,
an uncrowned flying dragon, a crow or raven, a pelaca swan, a pelican, feeding its brood witlois blood.
The crowned lion, eagle and serpent are transmthieg;are of the process. Basil Valentine describgeghrocess,
as if done out of ordinary gold; but this metaldi@ not use as his base; for, as he says, it wagjdire about ten
pounds weight of the vitriol of gold to do so. Eagt gold is the ultimate product or offspring, tliiere, it is
permissible to call the parent, or sire, gold aldus substance the philosophers called immaturendpe gold, or
the "Green" Lion. In the second stage of the worke-ghalysis of the green lion—a white salt asceiikis show,
and adheres to the sides of the vessel, "muclsiikémate," as Ripley says. This is their Eagléyl&uate, Arsenic
Sal Alembroth,Sal Ammoniac, Nitre, Sea salt, ergghnddite or Venus, Sulphur of Nature, Icarus, Bc.
importance cannot be exaggerated.

The "serpent that creeps in and out of stony plasesingless and remains below. It is non-volatilaed plastic,
and also assists in the transmutation. The entilaile spirit has passed on into the receiveoni is being used.
These three are the body, soul, and spirit of fbe.LThe wonderful manner in which the "soul" leatiee
corrupting "body," and unites with the "spirit,"irdicated by many writers; and also the mannevtich spirit and
soul return to the altered body, unite with it, aagurrect it in purity. On uniting these and phacihem in an
hermetically sealed glass, they pass through Hyestof the crow, peacock, swan.

The multiplication in quality and quantity is syniized by the pelican; and by another metaphor ileMéne's
eleventh key. The crow, peacock and swan symbotiggectively the black, the iridescent, and theeylthe latter
being the White Stone. The Red Stone is symboligetthe Phoenix.

The curious names used—since the writers cannaheseal names—indicate, as before remarked, pieper
cognisable by the senses; if this be kept constamthind, it may be that the correct name(or ngme fit into
the proper place. By the association of ideasérstiident, it is quite possible to alight on theoagtion of ideas
which led the writers to select these obscure bunssibly relevant terms. An instance has alrdsbn given,
viz.: that hermaphroditic copper—called also thespitate of metals—suggested the name Venus-Veraitoited
to the zodiacal sign of Taurus; therefore, Sendiwwrites: "This is the Wood and Garden of our Wnvenus,"
having previously spoken of a Wood in which werdl8(raurus).

Similarly, they speak of "the warlike god that diseh the house of Aries” (Ripley Revived). ThidMsirs, or Iron;
but this riddle is too easy, and the obvious sofushald be suspect. Treasure is usually buried, ndteseal in ful
view. There is, however, a substance they callufefPhilosophorum, which is a white salt, innocenbo not
derived from, iron. A further reference to Ariescars in the section on the Mercury of the Philogyph

In the present day we are seriously handicappetlibgcientific training in our attempts to probegh



tergiversations. We are taught to attach one mganione word, so far as the limits of languagevellWe strive t
get the "currency of thought" as pure and unadatiéer as possible. Thus we naturally fall easymwistio an
apparent simplicity and candor (the critics calfjitorance), which is in reality a deliberatelyidesd subtlety.
Here is an example from [Eimaeus, the cleverest Sphinx of them all : "Kndwrefore, that Mercury hath in itsel
Sulphur, which, being inactive, our Art is to mplii in it a living active Sulphur, which comes aitthe loins of
our Hermaphroditical Body, whose Father is a Metat his Mother a Mineral; Take then the most bedov
Daughter of Saturn whose arms are a Circle Argamt,on it a Sable Cross on a Black Field, whidhéssignal
note of the great world, espouse her to the modtkeaGod, who dwells in the house of Aries, andulfshalt find
the Salt of Nature; with this Salt actuate thy wai®thou best knowest, and thou shalt have tharyumath in
which the Sun will be amended." Three pages furtineihe says: "Our Diana hath a wood. . . In tresdvare at
last found two Doves, for at about the end of thweeks the Soul of the Mercury ascends, with thd 8bthe
dissolved Gold; these are infolded in the evemrgsArms of Venus," etc.

Taking these seriatim, we here have suggestedtiosving metallic substances, viz.: Cinnabar Antimgand Iron
(commonly called the Martial Stellate Regulus).tJaiana or Silver, Gold, Copper. We should remindselves
that the man who composed this riddle was no "dhilithese matters." According to Eugenious (in Eafes, Pars.
26, 27 and Appendix) men, himself included, haveke&d for years with these materials, and withosule The
other authors who condemn antimony are too numemoeention.

We find mention of two doves of Venus, and alsthefensigns of Diana. The ensign of Diana is acergsmoon;
if two of these are mounted on two signs of Venesget a mercury sign duplicated: the substaneediseid the
Mercury Duplex of the Philosophers, and is not mlsimation of common silver and copper. What thetiés
substance, the proxima materia of the alchemists®ring to Norton, its colour is sub-albide, naoitg white;
when dissolved it is apparently red. The alchemikthey speak of it at all, mix it up with theipra materia.
Eugenius irEuphrates calls it "Water and Earth, or, to spaake obscurely, mercury and sulphur”; notice thedv
"more. "Other descriptions are that it is "chedpgmmon," "thrown away." The writers say that itist likely that
a student can find in one book all that is necesathe art. Each writer elucidates one or moriatspbut the
beginners cannot find any point more elucidated @zother; and consequently might not find the fpairpoints o
the secret art. In the Lives of the Alchemysticaillésophers are given instances of men who toibegéars
unsuccessfully until at last they sat down, andated the writings of many men, noting their agreata and
apparent differences, and ultimately grasped tté.tr

Jean d'Espagnet writes : "A studious tyro of akjuiit, constant mind, inflamed with the study oflplophy, very
skilful in natural philosophy of a pure heart, cdetp in manners, mightily devoted to God, thougiomnt of
practical chemistry, may, with confidence, entéo ithe highway of Nature and peruse the booksebtst
philosophers; let him seek out an ingenious andleed companion for himself, and not despair ofotihg his
desire." This applied perhaps to the student attinemencement of the 17th century; it may not applaptly at
the beginning of the 20th.

The trouble is not entirely with the parables dmeldnalogies, many of which are of as much forck an
appropriateness now as then: it is also with thmesaof chemicals, and the difficulty of estimatexgctly what
substances they new. Again, it is certainly thaythandled things which were then unnamed, thingswo-day
are well known. It is of assistance to get the naosient books on chemistry such as Boerhaave, &tagqnd work
up through Ureand other men to the present day. Also books amigiand metallurgy from Basil Valentine, anc
consecutively to the 20th century. It is curiousttleven taday, men of scientific attainments do not repeatextly
that which the alchemists have said plainly enough.

One author writes: "A white colour indicating thilagé Stone is now capable of converting 'base’ méi# silver;
this passes through orange into (iii) a red colatnich shows that the Stone is now perfect andtvétismute 'bas
metals into gold." Not quite so; it is necessarjetanent the white stone with silver, and the rexhe with gold;
otherwise the process has to be continued for sionee

Again, the white and red stones, after having Bé&mented" and matured, will not transmute base&tsénto
silver and gold, for they must, in the very finssiance, be projected upon melted silver or gdgeetively. In
Fasciculus Chemicus, it is said: "Thou, must witltare and providence, take heed lest throughreyme of the
right form of projection the Divine work (when & now brought to its complement, and degree abexfegion)
should be destroyed. Therefore, he must know,upah whatsoever body thou shalt first project theglicine, it
will change it into dist answerable to the nature of the body on witioh tidst project it, which indeed is mystic
and to be wondered at: If, therefore, thou destrebting thy elixir to the sun, let thy first pegjtion be made upon
the sun, that in the sun it may be specificated $mwith the moon to the moon, thou must thenoeg®d as hath
been manifested clearly enough from the authofitpast approved philosophers.”

Also in item 15 of Things to be Observed : "Manymtlerough ignorance have destroyed their work, watehe



first they made projection of the medicine, upoa ithperfect metals. For on whatsoever body tha 6if all
projectest thy medicine, that same is convertemlarfrangible mass, and shall be an elixir accgrttinthe nature ¢
the body upon which it is projected. So, as th#tefprojection be made upon Jupiter, or Venushall be a
medicine which not only converteth the imperfeatlies into Jupiter, or Venus, but also reducethguttiodies (to
wit, the sun and moon) into irapfect bodies; according to the nature of the haatyn which the medicine shall fi
be projected : which caused the most learned Ragr(siruck with admiration) to cry out in these wartWhat! Is
Nature Retrograde? Some few candid writers havieitldy given instructions to project thus on mdltglver or
gold; others have passed it by in silence.

As regards the colours observed in the work, tlieybtack, then white, and thirdly, red. The alch&mivho give
accounts of their own working, sayethsaw these colours, and in this order. This cartherefore, be an a priori
of reasoning, but a statement of an obsrerved ecohaplished fact. Basil Valentine says he did tiogkwnore thai
once. Flamel writes : "I have done the Masterydhimes"; and also "l had indeed enough when Idrex done it,
but | found exceeding great pleasure, in seeingcantemplating the admirable works of Nature, witthie vessel:
To signify unto thee, then, how | have done it ¢htienes. . ." And so other writers.

The author of the Story of Alchemy, on accountisfdulphide of mercury theory, had no use for tihéey he
could not fit it in, and required only black andir&ut every student knows—if he knows nothing-eltieat the
writers never contradigach other on this point; the confection mustlaekbin forty days, and continue some ti
then other colours—green, azure and blue are matie-then citrine turning to white. Decoction wititieased
heat produces red.

Not only are the three coloynslack, white and red absolutely essential; bistéinder of sequence is a sine qua 1
"If it be orange colour,or half red within some dhtimne after you have begun your work, without doyour fire is
too hot; for these are tokens that you have biwtadical humour and vivacity of the stone. Latarst be
blanched and made white. This blackness doth nerafeonjunction of the male and female,or rattidour
elements. Orange colour then doth show that thg hath not yet sufficient digestion, and that tlenidity
(whereof the colours of black, blue and azure do&is but half overcome by the dryness. When drymioth
predominate, then all will be white powder,etc."

No useful purpose would be served by multiplyintr&sts from the sages' writings upon this pointvékeng for a
moment to the theory of spontaneous generati@ught in all fairness to be conceded that the phjer, in
searching for parallel illustrations, was handieaghpand not assisted, by this theory. His works abundantly
evident, required two parents for his noble offsgriHe said his art was founded on universal lawd; lzere he was
confronted by an unaccountable lapse on the pathaaire. In the vegetable world, thorns, nettlestles, sprang
up where none were before, and therefore, appgrentiseed; and in the animal kingdom, snakes, wprm
scorpions, flies, ants, etc., were produced witlpauental influence. He had to apologize for thbg®ys.

In reality, the law governing his art was more @ngal than he imagined—if the solecism may be akbv@ar
freedom from this false theory only dates fromdiseoveries of Pasteur. We now know this dicturthef
alchemist to be true : "Nothing is generated buitsitike, of the same species." Having said thésause he had
proved it, he called the first substance "green'lend "unripe gold," for so it was.

When the sage speaks of a single simple mercusgyniécessary to remind oneself that, for all wevkio the
contrary, the substances may have been compounasulid make no difference for if the working wehe same
method as used by the alchemist we should gettine sesults, if operating on the same subjectsitBruight mak
a difference mentally, when trying to discover wthese"simple" things might be.

A "simple" thing to an ancient chemist's mind wasg @e could not de-compound or split up into twe miore
dissimilar parts. The same definition applies tg-dguch a substance he styled as belonging to#s# kingdom,
in other words, a "stone." Thus, salts and alsohaltwere considered in Boerhaave's time to betortbe class of
simple fossils. These few examples of the darkrggsyof the philosophers, and the brief commenthem, must
suffice, though it is evident that the correct iptetation of their words and phrases is the oely Which avails to
unlock the mystery.
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SECTION IV.
The Mercury of the Philosophers.

The identification of the Philosophic Mercury isprime importance. It is, therefore, necessaryetioegdefinite ide
of the difference existing between the common megr¢aydrargyrum) and that of the Philosopherss Nital to
notice the dissimilarity in the manner in which lea@cts on, or is acted upon by, other bodies. Timeiple points

of agreement or likeness are volatility, and soesemblance in appearance.
Common Mercury is silvery and opaque, that of thiogophers is clear at first, :as clear as thestefithe eye"
(Bernard Trevisan, etc.), but when its salt isalig=d in it, it is milky and opaque. "The Clear ddiphanous
Menstruum, Philosophical Vinegar is by reason ef @ipirit of Philosophical Wine Diaphanous, not dfliky
Colour, but in the distillation of a Menstruumstinade Milky, because the Acidity of the said Viaeig debilitate:
by the Aridity of the Body dissolved (in it)." Sets of the Adepts". Weidenfeld. Common mercury drdgomes
clear and transparent by being dissolved in an d¢id two things are exactly opposite.
Paracelsus says : "Whatever is volatile is of teire of mercury.” "The name of mercury doth omyperly agree
with that which is volatile. . ." Hermetic ArcanunThe hypothesis of the sages is that everybodyemmineral,
vegetable and animal realms contains mercury, sulphd salt. The philosopher's mercury is an untw@apour,
the vehicle of the essential seed. "Now whilstdperm is yet in the center, there may as easityrbeght forth a
tree as a metal from the sperm, as soon an hextst@ase. . ." New Light of Alchemy.
This sperm or mercury is therefore in common mercont the latter is a compound body differentiatat
specificated, or determined, into a metal. The mgrof the sages is apparently undifferentiatedratetermined,
and is a simple, not a compound substance, frompgbat of view. The alleged universal diffusiofhtbeir
mercury makes one at first think of water, as floidzapour. Eugenius Philalethes says : "For thirggtis not water
otherwise than to sight." Euphrates. Again : "Tfthg sages) mean not water of the well, nor deWCoelum
Terrae. Neither can we imagine water to be in tiiel snetals. Eugenius in his remarkable Euphrateses :
"Whosoever seeks the philosopher's mercury in sieddhwhat kind soever they be, is already ouhefway. . .in
metal, water there is none." This dictine further emphasis when speaking of antimonyaighr mercury. But &
the philosophic mercury is built up into the substof all metals it is evident that it is stiletie, even if altered
and combined, or compounded.
The stricture of Eugenius quoted above as regaedalsy does not apply to the use of gold or siasea "ferment”
or determining principle. Other alchemists agre#h\Eugenius so far as to say that the extractiqgghddsophic
mercury from metals is very difficult. They condarstating that there is a despised and commortautes, from
which, with little trouble and expense,,may be ot#d not only the mercury, but also the sulphur sait] identical
with that in silver and gold. This substance iscafirse, not named in their practical working, asape; they do
not say: "Take so and so." They say: "Take antimonginnabar, etc. "Some writers, in speakinghefphilosophi
mercury, define it as "Our," "Their," "The," "theemtury of metals" -but a large number of writerskenao
distinction. It is necessary, in the latter, togady reactions and other properties of the subjedér discussion.
Bernard Trevisan says: "Mercury is the substanal ahetals; it is as a water by reason of the hgeneity which
it possesses with vegetables and animals andeivescthe virtues of those things which adher¢ itodecoction."
Hydrargyrum (and its salts) has no affinity to vieadpdes and animals, quite the contrary. Kelly veritdfhose
persons make a great mistake who suppose thatiticaus substance which is extracted from sublimeccury
can in any case be the first substance of metalss@who destroy the natural composition of merdargrder to
resolve it into a thick or limpid water, which thegll the first matter of metals, fight against tfatin the dark, like
blinded gladiators. As soon as mercury loses ii§ip form, it becomes something else, which caninenceforth
mingle with metals in their smallest parts, anthade void for the work of the philosophers. Whoeaseaken up
with such childish experiments should listen toghge of Trevisan in his Transmutation of MetédM/ho can find
truth that destroys the humid nature of mercurym&iéoolish persons change its specific metalliargement,



corrupt its natural humidity by dissolution, angmtioportionate quicksilver from its original minegaiality, which
wanted nothing but purification and simple digestiBy means of salts, vitriol, and alum they destie seed
which Nature has been at pains to develope. Farisdeuman and sensitive things is formed by Natune not by
Art., but by Art it is united and mixed.Seed neadsaddition, and brooks no diminution. If it isgmoduce a new
thing of the same genus, it must remain the venyesthing that was formed by Nature. All teachingttthanges
mercury is false and vain, for this is the origisperm of metals, and its moisture must not beddrg for
otherwise it will not dissolve. No water can natlyrdissolve metals except that which abides wiiténh in
substance and form, which also the dissolved metaisagain congeal. Only that water can rightlgalige metals
which is inseparable from them in fixation, andisacwater is mercury.” See The Answer Of Bernar@irefisan
to Thomas of Bononia.

This extract endorses the saying that common mgisw sperm of metals, and it contains the seediso do the
other metals. Other writers say it is more thapex, it is a body, and that no new body of theesgenus is
formed by Nature, of, or out of a destroyed bodye Tast sentences quoted show that Bernard isibiegcthe
action of philosophic mercury; for common mercuogd not abide with metals in fixation, or fusiomMercury is
cold and humid, and of it, or with it, God has ¢eeball metals. It is aerial, etc." Avicenna. Thase the attributes
of philosophic mercury, which is their feminine gedi, or wife.

"It is a mistake to suppose that you can work nésavith a clear limpid water extracted from meyciEven if we
could get such a water, it would be of no usegeitts to form, or proportion, nor could it restorebuild up a
perfect metallic species.” Bernard Trevisan.

"The water of the sages adheres to nothing exaepbgeneous substances. It does not wet your hapds touch
it, but scorches your skin, and frets and corraesy substance with which it comes in contactepkgold and
silver - it would not affect these until they haween dissipated and dissolved by spirits in streatgrs - and with
these it combines most intimately." Kelly. With theception of "does not wet your hands," all thetseébutes are
different from those of mercury vulgar and its salt cannot be said to wet your hand if it butnbut it is not
necessary to urge this sophistry.

The principle writers say "Our mercury which wetd the hands," but they do not add Kellys' gratistaddition o
"if you touch it." Artephius says: "Wash away tHadikness from the Laten not with your hands, bdih wie
stone,"i.e., with our mercury, or mercurial watkiso:"This separation of the pure from the impw@ot done with
the hands." "This Composition is not a work of tfaads." It is in fact, done or carried out in alesgaglass, and
therefore does not, because it cannot and shotdawebthe hands. (Vide Artephius, Book
[ll.,Chap.XVIIl.,sect.IX.,etc .,and Chap.XIX.,se¢t,VI.,VIl.)

"We cannot with our own proper hands work on meychut with ten species which we call our handthia work,
i.e., nine parts of water, and the tenth of eaftfie’$sa Solis et Lunae. ". . .our one Image outhi€wsprings white
and red (not bare Sol and Luna as will spring dwutuw mercury which was prepared with our own hatds) the
white and red elixirs, which show that this Mercwiyich Nature hath made in the glass, without alp his far
beyond that mercury which we prepared with a laheritoil." "For all they (the sophisters) dreamisfsuch
operations which are to be performed by hand, &pley Revived.

Other extracts of the same purport could be gilsehthese should suffice to show that the desoripdif a fluid
mercury which "does not wet the hands," is not asagly and inevitably pointing to ordinary quidksi. "In the
first place, you must note that common mercury dwthavail here; but our mercury is made of the bémetals,
by the spagyric art, as pure, subtle, clear asntlywater, of a crystalline transparency, withaay impurity, etc.”
"You must have the female wife, which is the mercury of the philosophensttee materia prima lapidis. . .there
a salt made of prima materia (this salt is calleglghilosopher's mercury, which is coagulated éntiélly of the
earth). When this matter is brought to light, inist dear, and is found everywhere, children pléa W it is
ponderous, and hath a scent of dead men's bomagdfgilders you may buy this a matter for the kvoBasil
Valentine.

There is no indication here of common mercuryt®salts; further, being, a metal, hydrargyrum &@enand
positive. "By the hame of Luna, philosophers un@ed not the vulgar moon, which also may be pasiti its
operation, and in combining acts a positive pagt.none, therefore, presume to try the unnatunabdoation of
two positives, neither let him conceive any hopéssiie from such association" Hermetic ArcanumsThina is
the philosophers' mercury, or lune, or argent Vi@r gold and silver, sun and moon, active andipasrinciples
are not hose which you can hold in your hand, keergain silver and golden hermaphroditic watez,"delly.
When we speak of common mercury, we mean one tiihg but when the philosophers speak of mercimgy t
may mean one of many manifestations of their mgrcso we might speak of sugar, and use the same wioen
we really meaning the cane in which it exists, ite."ore" or "mine"; or in its other manifestat®of dark brown,
light brown, white moist, crystalline, or even ofacle or syrup.



As is mentioned in another section, our two lumiggrthe sun and moon, were anciently considerédesisand
"she." masculine and feminine; husband and wifilvefiaand mother; dry heat and cold moisture. Thasees bein
allotted to metals became synonyms of gold an@siend here comes in confusion, for silver isfaatinine, or
wife, or mother. Mercury looks like molten silvés;called quicksilver, argent vive, luna vive. BMercury is a
metal”; the philosophers' mercury is not a metet;a they call it "'mercury,” therefore they appropeiatl the othe
names by which common mercury is known, even toosire and other sublimated forms, and to cinnabar.
Working on these lines of associated ideas, théyogena or lune, which rarely means silver.

The term "white wife" does not mean silver, thotigé "red man" means gold. "The White Wife, otheengalled
the moon, is a female; it is a coagulated merduny not fixed, etc." Eirenaeus. Thus writing on ¥Ymey" it is
necessary to consider all those passages in wimeh lune, luna vive, argent vive, and wife oc&ome few of
them refer to silver, the rest refer to femininé assive qualities, and to their mercury, in onthe other of its
chameleon disguises.

It will be noticed from what has been quoted, thatphilosophers' clear fluid mercury is a distilleuid. It is,
therefore, a separation from something. Any cleastion of common mercury must be mercury, plussblent.
The latter is, therefore an addition, gnthesis, and not an analysis. "It is a water ih&ery spirituous and volatil
therefore within a month after it is distilled piight to be put upon its calx, it will, without aayternal heat, boil if
the vessel be closely shut; and it will not ceasietment or work, till it be all dried up into tlealx.” Medulla
Alchymiae.

"The sages agree that the stone is nothing butaadrargent vive. But if your argent vive has i@, lit is not what
they mean. For this water - to be more frank thigordet - is a viscous water, extracted from thedids of Jupiter,
i.e., from white lead; it is moist and wets thegn. If proper quantity of the sun be added ti i§ coagulated and
becomes brilliant - the sun is dissolved into exiagly limpid mineral water. For the water dissawbe sun at the
very same moment that itself is congealed, andttheisolution of the one is the coagulation ofdtieer, at the vel
same instant. This compound is living mercury; frahiich alone spring all colours. To regulate the 6 mere
child's play. After the conjunction it looks jugté common limpid mercury and does not moisterfitihger, but is
viscous and living." Kelly.

"The sages have indeed purposely concealed thainimg under a veil of obscure words, but it isisightly clear
from their writings that the substance of whichytpeak is not of a special, but of a general kamd is therefore
contained in animals, vegetables and mineralsolildy however, be unwise to take a round about vdzete there
is a short cut, and they say that whereas the atxstcan be found in the animal and vegetable kimgcbnly with
great difficulty, and at the cost of enormous lah@authe bowels of the earth it lies ready to bands. It is the
matter which sages have agreed to call mercuryicksjlver.

Our quicksilver, indeed, is truly a living substaneo called not because it is extracted from dianebut because
is derived from the metals themselves. If commoncomy be fixed by fixation from its crude, volatiéed watery
superfluities, it may, with the aid of our art,att to the purity and virtue of the substance oicivlwe speak. And
as this mercury is the metallic basis and firstssahce, it may be found in all metals whatsoevethMg
contributes so much to a ready apprehension ofecnet as a knowledge of our first substance, &tadtaat of the
distinctive species of minera which is the subg#dhvestigation of the philosophers>" Ibid. "Thatter of our
stone, mercury, is a commonly diffused subject, thodigh it is found with greater ease in some nailseit may be
discovered everywhere." Ibid.

Jean D'Espagnet writes in Hermetic Arcanum : "Nb&st bodies must be taken, which are of an unsparie
incorrupt virginity; such as have life and spiritthem ; not extinct as those which are handletheyulgar; for
who can expect life from dead things; and thosecalled impure which have suffered combinationsthdead and
extinct which - by the enforcement of the chiefdiyrof the world - have poured out their soul witkir blood by
martyrdom," etc. This has been interpreted as meahiat the materials should be quite pure and ultexdted.
This explanation is insufficient; that alchemisterenonly took impure and adulterated materials, @unified and
separated them. "Unspotted and incorrupt virginit@ans not combined with another substance,e.gmeicury
combined with silver, or antimony; it does not ext# a substance masked and covered over with itigsuri
virgin may be covered in filthy clothing. See Goildége Restored.

Also fire is masculine, therefore a substance wiich the metallic state, and has undergone fusiofire, has
endured its fiercest embrace, and cannot therg®ielled either virgin, or living. "The metalsspecially the gold
of the vulgar - are dead, but ours are living, &flkpirit, and these wholly must be taken: forknthat the life of
metals is fire, whilst they are yet in their minasd their death is the fire, viz., of melting. Ntwe first matter of
metals is a certain humidity mixed with warm ammdat resembles fat water, sticking to everythimgepor impure."
Sendivogius. These are not properties of commocumgror its salts.

"The first and principle matter of metals is theridity of air, mixed with heat, and this the phibpders called



mercury. And although the body of metals be praedaf mercury (which is to be understood of theauey of
philosophers), yet they are not to be harkened, tihéd think the vulgar mercury is the seed of isetand so take
the body instead of the seed, not consideringttigavulgar mercury spoken of, hath its own seets@if. They
dissolve metallic bodies, whether it be mercurygald, or lead, or silver, and corrode them witarghwaters, and
other heterogeneous things, not requisite to teedrt, and afterwards join them together agaihknowing that a
man is not generated of a man's body cut to pietizd.

We cannot find any unmistakable indications in @rstof repute for using mercury or its salts; exéepthe
purpose of breaking down the gold which has toduked as a ferment to the red stone. This is dfeemork has
been virtually accomplished. The mercury thus erygudichas to be fumed away, and in other ways gaifrid
entirely, before making the ferment.

The philosophers' mercury is simple at first, andfterwards compound. "It is a stone, and no st8pkit, Soul,
and Body. . .it is volatile or flying, and clearasear, afterwards it is made citrine, then daltisit is but one thing
to which nothing extraneous may be added." Arndlthiova.

"The third principle is a clear compounded wated & is the next substance in complexion to qule&s, it is
found running and flowing upon the earth." Lullys fercury is used to dissolve gold, so the sageshesr
mercury to dissolve their unripe gold, i.e., thegobut imperfect (or immature) mineral base. "Owrcary, indeed,
is cold and unmatured in comparison with gold;ibisgt pure, hot, and well digested in respect ahowmn mercury,
which resembles it only in whiteness and fluxigili©Our mercury is, in fact, a pure water, clearac| bright and
resplendent, worthy of all admiration. . .it isitig, fluxible, clear, nitid, as white as snow, hmtmid, airy,
vaporous and digestive, and gold melts in it likein warm water." Eirenaeus.

This solution of gold being done by their mercuhgy sometimes call an amalgamation; and becaesgatd
dissolved, or philosophically melted, they call thater of mercury their fire, a furnace, a calcinfire, etc." This
agent is sought by many but found by few. It isecus liquid which does not tender its servicethe multitude,
but is the handmaiden of the sages. Some thiskcibinmon mercury exposed to violent heat in a glassel, and
rarefied. But all these persons are ignorant phiapers. Raymond, indeed, describes a similar pspbeit he
means something quite different. viz.: That ourcuey is to be purified in a brilliant vessel, notdlicit water from
it, but to free it by fire from its crudity, and toake it more readily soluble. Neither in one way the other can o
water be elicited from common mercury, nor the mgies of our magistery be unlocked. There is nostmteaom
which can dissolve this mercury that it shall netisgs form; yet that is what our art requires.” Igel

Eirenaeus writes : "It is a fact that the mercuhjol is generated in the bowels of the earth isstmamon
substance of all metals - since this mercury witee into combination with every kind of metal € &tlf these
remarks were true as regards common mercury ealts, there would be no necessity to style it™'thercury, and
"this" mercury : this extract shows that "their" noery is not vulgar mercury. Again, Eirenaeus ia th
Metamorphosis of Metals, says : "The mercury gainech any metallic or mineral body. possesses thpgrty of
assimilating common mercury to its own nature.'tl8otwo mercuries are quite distinct from one aenthut akin
: and according to this, if you get the "mercurygofd," it could change common mercury into the feoey" of
gold.

The philosophers in the analysis if their unnanmaéheral” substance, produce a "viscous humidityicivlis akin
to all metals; they, therefore, boldly assert theoty that this is the substance which Nature finshs in the earth,
and from which she evolves all metals; gold behglast and best. This is their chaos, contairiegiale and
female principles, the seed and the menstruummgreury, sulphur, and salt; their hermaphroditee $hlphur of
gold or silver is added to it to specificate angedite evolution in the required direction.

Although this chaos will evolve gold, yet accordiegBasil Valentine you cannot get this chaos dujadd; you
must first have their solvent, or mercury. He sa{@ithout the spirit of mercury, the Universaltble World to be
gotten merely from the body of Sa impossible." And : "In gold there is no wasgrihumidity at all, unless it we
reduced again into vitriol, which would be but aeless and unprofitable work, and would requireshexpenses.
. . .but what countries, goods, lands, have beapidated this way, | waive to discourse of. . unathaving left a
nearer way to keep, and to imitate that, that #lseg might take heed to fall into such extremeiaedtricable
poverties."

Their theory being that gold is evolved out of lovi@ams, it would seem to be fairly obvious that thtermediate
and not the ultimate form should be wrought onflitther says : "The solar mercury, sol, being ndwreught so
far unto destruction, neither did the ancient pdojcshers ever make use of that way, as being a théag contrary
unto Nature, containing indeed a humidity, busiaimere elemental waterish humidity, after itsaligtion, and
good for nothing, etc.”

Eirenaeus says that the work can be done out ofmmgold; but what may be possible to a master loeay
impossible to a tyro. In The Celestial Ruby, hessdg order to elicit our gold from common goldetlatter must t



dissolved in our mineral water, which does not thethands; this water is mercury extracted fronréteservant,
and it is capable of accomplishing our work withany further trouble to the artist. The chief objeicyour
perseverant efforts should be the discovery ofrigscury, or the albification of our red laton."

| understand that though Nature is said to makewisicous humidity from which metals are evolvest, that man
cannot find it in that condition. Apparently, hestta make it, or rather educe it from metals orarats, or from the
chosen unnamed subject, alluded to by the sagesdgius definitely asserts : "Our homogeneous agent
mercurial ponticum, which is pure, crystalline vath transparency, liquid without humectation, amghort the
true divine water, which is not found above groumdt, is prepared by the hand of the sage."

On considering the point, it seems evident thatleesit is required; as it is evident that powdevedinely divided
metals, or the oxides of the metals could yieldnwisture or fluid on distillation. The same appliesninerals, but
not to the salts, or so-called vitriols. "Let thaqtitioners of alchemy understand that the kifdsetals be not
transmuted except they be brought into their finatter." Arnold.

Such a solution would contain two things, the soland the dissolved substance, hence the name.Rélis
solvent is apparently called mercury unactuatesiraplex, crude mercury, etc. Ripley says in the c@odance :
"When | speak of mercury, understand mercury morernon than common"; meaning, | presume, more common
than ordinary quicksilver.

This dissolution is mentioned by most writers; ibsitonsideration does not come under this sectihith treats
only of the mercury itself, and its source of amigétc. "Our water is the life of all things, afigou can by much
toil obtain it, you will have both silver and gold is the water of saltpetre, and outwardly resiesinercury, while
inwardly at its heart there burns purest inferival Do not be deceived by common quicksilver, gmther that
mercury, which the returning sun, in the month @rbh, diffuses everywhere, till the month of Octolehen it is
ripe." Fount of Chemical Truth.

This month of March, or Aries, is mentioned by Enige, Combachius, Sendivogius, Basil Valentine spdgjnet,
and others. "No philosopher has ever openly reddals secret fire, and this powerful agent, whigirks all the
wonders of the art. . ." Eudoxus. "Artephius, Tsawi, Flammel have passed in silence the preparaitiour
mercury." Ibid. Yet this "preparation” is preciséihat which the student needs to know: this prejmaraf the
solvent, and the preparation of the "mineral" baki&h has to be dissolved, or as they put it "ceddiby our fire
into a redness," are of the first work. This wodarly all writers are absolutely silent about.

They generally start with the second work (whicéytieall the first), namely, the separation of thebfs" into
distilled fluid in the receiver and calx in theadt "Again, in the second preparation, that whigtauthors is styled
the FIRST (because they omit the first)." Hermdéticanum. As a "mercury" is used at the beginningidbe, and
end of the work, it will perhaps be pertinent teega few extracts from authors, asserting that commercury is
not employed; at any rate until after the workdsamplished. "Common Mercury and Gold we none ogdtifh
we perfectly have made our Stone, Then with themdur Medicine we multiply." "In common Mercury thaost
me seek; In Alkali and in Alembroth, In common Sulpand Arsenic eke Which makes many a man to dote,
Common Mercury is not good." "Gold with Mercuryrada us in stead Our Medicine for to multiply Aftarr
Physic's Stone be red." "I councell thee this ledsarn, Our Mercury is but of one thing In our sedghin and
clear. Common Mercury in him is none Neither Godd Silver in him none is : Of Metals we make not 8tone
By proportion more or less. All manner of Metals deny Until the time our Stone be wrought.” Theatru
Chemicum Brit.

Pages might be filled with quotations from the altiic treatises, all stating in plain language trdinary mercury
is useless, and worse that useless. The same rapyli&s to its salts. J.S. Weidenfeld, in Seaéthe Adepts,
gives a list of seven "mercuries," mentioned byqsphers; this seems to be an over-elaborationagohe
includes animal and vegetables "mercuries," fetho$e he recites belong to this work. Jean d'Esgagantions
three, but all are but elaborations of the first.

Hear what Eirenaeus Philalethes says in his Expagitpon Sir G. Ripley's Fourth Gate : "From whatthbeen
said may appear the strong passive delusion thiat&lken many men of our age, and formerly, whd wie
chemist in Sendivogius, cannot dream of any Merdingn that Mercury which is to be bought at dretgiwhich
they take and sublime variously to make it cleaud, then with Hogheland mix it with Gold, applyinly the words
and sayings of philosophers to this their mixture."
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SECTION V.
Sulphur and Salt.

It is not my intention to deal with the subjectsodphur in an esoteric manner. There is little athimg fresh to be
said from that point of view. It is handled in AbSdezareph in relation to alchemy, in Rosicrucigerature on
material, and on higher planes; especially in thiéngs of Boehme. In alchemy, "sulphur" is thaeatical
substance which, in a masculine fashion, specifcat determines an undetermined matter in a partatter in a

certain direction. It is the active agent.
The common sulphur is not used in the alchemicemal work, i.e., it does not go into the herméditycsealed
glass, it takes no direct part in making the "miedit which transmutes. Sulphur was used with commercury tc
break up common gold and to prepare it for makiggld ferment; but the mercury and sulphur must\@porates
away. Basil Valentine writes: "Take of pure goldiethis three times cast through antimony, and df pierged
mercury vive, being pressed through leather, sitspaake of it an amalgama, grind twice as muotoofimon
sulphur, let it evaporate on a broad pan in a gdrght under a muffle, stirring it still well wign iron hook; let the
fire be moderate that the matter do not melt togretiis gold calx must be brought to the coloua afiarigold
flower, then it is right."
Here the usefulness of sulphur ends : for the ¢godd any sulphur and mercury adhering to it) isaliged in aqua
regia; and further prepared, so that it is impdediat any sulphur can be present. Roscoe, ifrgatise on
Chemistry, Vol.ll., Metals, Page 404, writes : "Théstance termed calx of gold by the early chemists nothing
more than the finely divided metal.” Apart fromghany compound of gold and sulphur is a dark celdpowder,
and not the purple mantle described by the alchtemis
Enough has been said in other sections to conénaebiased reader that common sulphur in any &rm
combustion does not "enter"” into the work. The ®fsulphur and "salt" cannot be separately disclisse least,
not usefully—for they are intimately intertwinedtimeory and in practice; thus, the sublimed salhensecond
process—and which is "much like the common sublitraie properly called the "Sulphur of Nature." In
contradistinction to the volatility of philosophigercury, sulphur is that which is fixed, and whiites fixity, or
permanence of manifestation on the plane to whibklongs. It coagulates and fixes "mercury," dtitbagh
sulphur is said to be made volatile by conjunctigtih the mercury, yet both this fixity and volatjliare only
relative or comparative, not absolute. It is a hamining of, or a compromise between the two quelitieach gives
of its own, and partakes of the other's distincttteibutes. It is the ideal wedded state.
The sulphur is not "sulphur” only, it also contaitssown inherent "mercury"; so also"mercury" congaits own
inherent, but inactive, "sulphur.” When sulphuadkied to mercury it constitutes a true inoculatthis occurs
twice in the work, by different sulphurs. Thereftihe alchemist said—in Hermetic Arcanum, Canon 26 :
"Nevertheless spiritual love polluteth not any wrirgBeia might therefore without fault (before Hetrothal to
Gabritius) have felt spiritual love, to the endttblae might thereby be made more cheerful, more, @und fitter for
the union." This is rather unnecessary sophism.
The rebis consists of mercury and sulphur; thesrishone body ; this rebis is divided by the alctstinto its
constituent parts, each is "purified," and thengthiphur is restored to the mercury; thus the sulits own, and
not another. The second sulphur added to it, éparate "determined" sulphur, viz., that of onéhefperfect
bodies. The first sulphur then is not a true inatiah, or it would be auto impregnation.
The second sulphur imparts its own proper colamf and attributes to the resulting new body, detgrmines or
specificates it to silver, or to gold; if fermerntat be rightly performed. This sulphur is true sefed it remains
with, and is built up into the body.
Sendivogius says: "There be some that supposenSathave one kind of seed, and gold another, arall $he rest
of the metals. But these are foolish fancies :dhli®but one only kind of seed, the same is foarshturn which is
in gold, the same in silver which is in iron." Thesords apply to the common seed of metals befiffierentiation



into saturn, gold, etc.; Sendivogius has here plislagk the enquiry to the beginnings of thingsanegal. Hence
the necessity for an already differentiated sulphuhe work.

Ripleysays : "You must know of a certainty and believe that the Stone may be finished in the white dedred
both of which spring out of one root, without conmgpld, or silver.” This is a further assertioraofevolutionary
law; and evidently the gold and silver are addeekaty for the purpose of effecting a considerablgrgy of time.
Mercury and Sulphur are equally universal theoadliic for they are considered to be present inaalbible bodies.
Yet, according to the writings of the alchemistgraury seems to be the more abundant, or moreidieese.
Frequently it appears to be feebly attached, expswith the aid of slight warmth, is volatiledas therefore
continually flying about, more or less free, unless until—"coagulated" by an appropriate sulphur. e&ethe
wings on the heels, helmet, and caduceus of Herthesunion of Hermes and Aphrodita begets or ptedu
Hermaphrodita, or Rebis.

If sulphur be the form, how is it that this inhetrsnlphur of x, in the Rebis, does not result suiphur again, in
spite of the added sulphur of gold, or at the masimight expect a body containing the mixed sulpladrx and
gold. The answer is not far to seek; first, thipbur of x will of itself—the conditions being faxable—ultimate in
gold. These sulphurs are therefore akin. Nowtiéspresence of this crude, undetermined goldgrhsuin the
cheap and common substance x which makes the ssibpe to any student, who is so favored as tdheseight
material, and the correct method.

Two or three extracts from Basil Valentine hereegishow that the goldamatured sulphur is also found elsewh
"You will find that the nature of the golden sulphasideth only in those metals which are comprdedramong
the red. . .the astrum of sol is found not onlgatd, but may be prepared artificially out of coppad steel, two
immature metals, both which as male and female hediéingeing qualities, as well as gold itselfSuth souls and
goldish sulphurs are found most effectual in Mard ®enus.”

"The tincture or antimonial sulphur is of wonderédficacy, and is equivalent unto potable gold" tiflmony stands
in a near relation and affinity unto gold, whichthe reason why antimonial sulphur purgeth the sbgbld,
graduating the same to a very high degree. Onttier gide, the gold can meliorate in a short tineegoul of
antimony, and can bring it to a firm fixation, etkadj antimony and gold to an equal dignity andugrt etc.

It is to be noted that he does not say here howayeuo be rid of the tendency of these sulphugaduce iron,
copper, and antimony respectively. The metals mnaatl contain impure sulphur also; the differentetas
reputed to be present in each metal can be aseedtériom the writings of Geber, Bacon, and othareold, it is
said, asserts that vulgar sulphur is the causé# tifeaimperfections present in metals. Boehme sé¥&e sulphur
principle is an other thing than common suplhur.”

The sulphur present in the White Stone is en rfartéhe golden quality, and if not fermented witlver, can be
rubified into the Red Stone by merely increasirgdrtificial external heat. But heat only will mobify the sulphu
of the white metals, lead and tin, into golden bulg. It is necessary to reduce them first, intatthe alchemist
calls the first or original condition, before anyif) can be done (except of course when "projecti®iveing
performed).

As regards lead, Kelly says :"This is the treemivholesome fruits, on which must be inoculatedtttigs of sol."
As regards tin, Aesch Mezareph says : "In particilnsmutations, its sulphurous nature alone dottprofit, but
with other sulphurs, especially those of the redatseit does reduce thick waters (duly terrifichtato gold." This
is not the universal work, but a "Particular” one;gold of plusquam perfection is formed; but bgokl. Many
other particular works are mentioned by writersisti'If you extract the Salt out of Vitriol, andctdy it well, then
you have a work which is short, and tingeth lurta Bol." (Valentine). In treating their vitriol, éhmercury comes
first, and the remainder or chaos contains thehsmlpnd salt; but in operating on vitriol of gotte sulphur comes
first, and the salt second, the undried remaindergothe mercury of gold. But nearer to perfectimabody is, the
more difficult is the extraction of the sulphur.

Bernard Trevisan held the opinion that "in goldréhis nothing but mercury coagulated by its owmpkut," and
"the philosophers have affirmed sol to be nothingdrgent vive matured" also "gold is nothing b@roury
anatized, i.e., equally digested in the bowels wiigeral earth." Golden Tract says: "Internal sulpis nothing but
mature mercury." So that here everything is trawaak to that one primary fluidity, on the whiche tépirit of God
moved at the beginning. But this is pure theory.

Sulphur is generally distinguished by the titlé'@fd,” thus—Turba : "Nothing is moregxious than the red sand
the sea; it is the distilled moisture of the mooimé¢d to the light of the sun and congealed.” FlartiEhe fat of the
mercurial wind joined to the scum of the red sé&sch Mezareph mentions that Solomon fetched gola Ophir
by way of the Red Sea.

In the generality of cases, the remakes are bsi asany fresh enigmas to the student, who canribbut
illumination distinguish whether the light is nearafar off. To the instructed, however, all thirage clear; and the



expounding or propounding of riddles is done witlna facility. Therefore, also, he can see thattiieneous patl
he has trodden are being are being pressed bgé¢heffothers. There seems to be no remedy butatism, and
that can come but from one only source.

The analogy between the modus operandi of redwgingmon gold and their "unripe gold"—or proxima miter
each to its respective prima materia, is very stgkGold is broken up by common mercury and sulpisuthen
dissolved in aqua regia—of sal ammoniac (or othtride salt) and saltpetre. "Unripe" gold is sohN®da crude
"mercury,” and in the subsequent analysis, thalopbphic sal ammoniac and saltpetre are produtéith these
latter—and not with the common variety—the finelyidad common gold )or perhaps its oxide), is redungulits
prima materia; and is then called the gold "fernient

The White Stone in its perfection is—though a commabcontaining its own sulphur—are called mercurywie,
or lune. The same remark applies to the Red Stafere its fermentation by gold. Either Stone ikectBeiya, or
Bride; and the silver ferment for the one, andgble ferment for the other, are each styled Gals;itbr
Bridegroom, etc. Therefore when mercury is spokeasdhe "seed of metals"—instead of the sperm—dling
can only be true on account of its sulphur; fos tatter is the fire and seed. In Metamorphosislefals Eirenaeus
says: "l am now speaking of metallic seed, andohdercury."” The element water encloses those rofad fire,
and these three in the form of a fluid "fall inteetearth, and there they rest and are conjoined, alh together,
when matured, constitute the mercury, or bride.luna
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Section VI. Concluding Remarks.
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SECTION VL.
Concluding Remarks.

It is obviously of prime importance that the naroégsirong material, and wrong methods of workingddmot
become anchored in the mind. Those who have alldiisdo take place "will never be inclined againtbeir own
genius to the plain way of nature and light oftirtiHermetic Arcanum (i.e.,without the aid of adgior master).
The philosophers' meucy "may be sooner met with by the force of thekees intuition, than be found by reasol
toil." Ibid. . . .some affirm that the concretefstioe vegetable and animal kingdom; others, thaiengils as
antimony, sulphur, and marchasites, and theafeste minerals; others, that metals themselvels, @ad silver; bu
others of a more subtle wit, that vitriol and conmsalt be the subject of the glorious Stone:whigimions the
sincere searcher of nature ought to leave freledio &uthors. . . For immediately this thing whadmposeth the
stone is but one; which is divided into a fixed anblatile, into an agent and patient, and se fitvo; and althoug
it be so divided, yet it doth by no means losauitgy. So also when it is divided insalt, sulphur, and mercury, a
so is threefold, neither doth this division destitsyunity.” Sanguis Naturae.
A list of things that are useless for the work dtidae made from all the books available. Animal aadetable
substances are ruled out first; then read the Goldact, the first treatise in the first volumetioé Hermetic
Museum, 1893 : and there will probably be littl te blunder over. Their mineral substance mayresemble
anything metallic; it may be as dissimilar as goageous poppy to its tiny seed. Preconceived ideasbstructive
to progress; the mind should remain in a receppassive condition until a composite photographrgegfrom th
superimposed impressions.
"As soon as anyone discerns the intention of thiestphers, from the seeming sense of the letterdark night of
ignorance will fly away, and a glorious morninglight and knowledge will break forth, etc." Hernwefirt. "An
undetermined matter being the beginning of all isetad minerals it follows, that, as soon as anysva! be so
happy as to know and conceive it, he shall easilggrehend also their natures, qualities and priggettUrbigerus
". . .despair and errors, which they (beginners)maver escape till they so far understandvanitings, as to discer
the subject matter of our secrets, which being kndhe rest is not so hard." Ripley Revived.
Eirenaeus, in his commentary on Ripley, and irféus treatises in the Hermetic Museum, explainsrgd number
of the obscure sayings of the writers. As a "sBtagfainst these discoveries, he propounds othigrnes,
apparently easier to be understood, but in realitgh more misleading. The same applies to hisuattms for
doing the work; thus, in one place he advises otpdie neck of the glass very securely with a thigler of sealing
wax; in another he says let the flame stream tadpef the vessel; and in another "if he be owenpked, he will
certainly break the vessel, and fly, and leave theeuins of thy glass, etc." The probable exdiands, that in
cohobating a mixed fluid, the heat is gentle ateara bath, and the glass temporarily stopped; whefiuid is
distilled off, the dry calx can be calcined at d ded heat; in the third case, the pwdimixed confection is ripent
up to the White Stone, and the heat must alwaysxtsemely gentle or "remiss," the glass neck habiegn closed
by fusion.
The use of the words "horse dung" has also beéinudifto explain by those who have not hadessto a sufficier
number of alchemic books. "This supernatural Fimg,Son, the Philosophers have hidden in their Baoks
parabolic expressions, haming the same by innurteeraimes, and especially they term it Balneum Ma@amois
Horse-dung, Menstruum, Urine, Blood, Aqua Vitag] &éme like." "And what is signified by Horse-durg,
mentioned before, viz., that by Horse-dung is méamtvater of the Prima Materia, for it warm andishike
Horse-dung, but it is no common Horse-dung, as nigmyrant persons do suppose and understand."
Hydropyrographum Hermeticum. The author gives ex$rin proof of this from Alanus, Alchidonius, Ardo
Villaneuva, Alphidius, Aristotle, Hermes, Morienus.
This is the agent that dissolves and "putrefiedirary gold and silver, reducing them to "oily et suitable for
use as ferments. It is the "Water and Spirit ofRhiena Materia" and must be prepared first, fohwaitt it, no step



can be taken in this art. Calcination: the studemst judge by the kind of substance in use, alsadind of
calcination which is intended. The ordinary drgfaalcination is undoubtedly used, but if it beduse a tender,
plastic material the whole vitality is burnt up. ey call this magic water their fire, it is eviléhat they will have
no scruple—if they so choose—in calling its actioomp certain substance a philosophic calcinati@arly all
their work is done by retort and receiver; cruciark is rare, until they come to actual projection

Their virgin and blessed water is also named Bfrd@rmes, Vessel and Seal of Hermes, a meltingcataining
Furnace, "for this Water dissolveth all Metals, @attineth them." Their first water besides caluipialso "melts"
the necessary substance; so that to "melt" ournadib@se, or saturn, or antimony, or gold—i.e., "ouoripe
gold"—means to dissolve it by means of this Water whictheir Fire. This water, which dissolves the mahdase
in bulk, will also dissolve its separated partsl@tail, and in the re-uniting of them acts as the, for medium of
conjoining the parts; it is their solder; the ptighich unites the red man and the white wife,"peth were born in
the priest's bed."

In Ripley's first gate, Eirenaeus has a parabtb@King marying, as his Queen, the daughter of a water be&t
which water bearer | told you that his body, higlpér and the water in it, are all one". . ."th@dand also his son,
and he (the water bearer) is greater than bothes&lthen are all different parts of one thing—thm&Materia
Gold is the sulphur of it—the King; the Queen is Halt of it; the water bearer, etc., is the flyidvhich is
necessary for intimately uniting these.

It is not, therefore, necessary—indeed, it is wrong-a#ite two or more things to form our prima matgekut to
find the one thing and separate the superfluitiesfit, re-uniting the remainder in correct propmms. "He who
knows not how to make many things out of one, knnatshow to conjoin many things into one." This erful
agent is also their pestle, by which they accorhplispounding, grinding, trituration. Eugenius @nic about the
man who in this work "makes his philosophic corgritwith a hammer." It is with this mercury they keaheir
"amalgams"; as is mentioned elsewhere.

Sericon: "The gold of the wise, boiled and welletited with a fiery water makes Ixer. Red is the swtour for the
golden matter, and the nature thereof is not svesstrtherefore, we make of them Sericum, i.e.,'Xaireus.
Crude or partially wrought things are considerefi¢sour, bitter, poisonous or harmful, dangeroushale: and
wrought things, the contrary. That which comesadukir is Elixer, i.e., drawn out of water.

Azoth:--Bernard Trevisan writes: Zuth is not raw quicksilver (or argent vive) simglytracted out of the mine, t
is that which is extracted by argent vive itself ofithe dissolved bodies." "Wherefore if latondreunclean body
is depurated by such an azoth. . .and by this lptoified by azoth, we make our medicine. Indeés d@zoth is
made of the elixir, because elixir is nothing ddsi a body resolved into a mercurial water, aftbiclv resolution,
azoth is extracted out of it, i.e., in animatedisphAnd it is called elixir from e which is "out'band lixis which is
"water," because all things are made out of thiewyand the elixir is the second part in the @afghic work, as
rebis is the first in the same work." Epistle toofitas of Bononia.

It is essential to know and to memorize the ordewtiich the products occur, or it will be impossid know to
what part of the work the writer refers. As theydanixed up the different stages, this is the avdy of sorting
them out; for the writer may have begun his treatiith the preparation of the ferment, using ordimaercury,
then gone to the other stages in any order. Bugtitent use of common mercury will have biassedstadent's
mind throughout the treatise.

The first stage (or ante first part), viz., thepgamation of their crude mercury, and the selecaioth preparation of
the base, is omitted. Afterwards the order is Smttand formation of the Rebis or Sericum or I Elixir in the
sealed glass separates into the azoth above ataidhebelow; the azoth descends in dews, or raim3,ultimately
whitens the laton, without the laying on of hartise water precedes the oil; the spirit precedesag elixir
precedes azoth; rebis, is the chaos, the viscomddity, and contains alln the laton and azoth stage, the green
has become a black lion and the volatilized azedlgles. These are intermediate stages, the deainasra
menstruum, a fire, a sharp vinegar, antimonial—séter—mercurial argent vive. Saturnine, for it cornes of
darkness; antimonial, because it becomes likelfiaek minute atoms (like the powdered black vargftgntimony
tri-sulphide), it splashes all about in the glassycurial, for a volatile portion ascends from it.

Height, depth, width, altitude, profundity, latieidthe highest altitude is red, the second is whitefundity is
black; latitude is extension in quality and quanéihd powder to permeate other things. Whenevaitangpeaks (
the heavenly influences, such as those of the sdmreon; or speaks of sky, clouds, the earth,eheisis
necessary to remember that he refers to the thwhgsh are in his laboratory. There he has his mainstand
valleys; his heavens, earth and sea; the saleieehter of the earth; his snow on the hill tops.

It is only from a substance which is not "determihim the direction of any one of the seven theavin metals,
that the alchemist made his rebis. All specificaiedetermined things are rejected. Thus Urbigéiphorism 28)
had no kind of metal in the calx in his retort,ther had he (Aphorism 37) ant "mercury, or any okied of



metallic substance" in the distilled fluid in thexeiver. This axiom, or sine qua non for it amouotthat—is the
center of the circle, from which a worker cannat and radiating out from that center are the dheiteed things
amongst which students can, and, do, wander fasy®eéthout apprehending the center, that broilinging
company, who call themselves chemists, but aresthab® philosophers.” She (nature) had in her basanhings
"not metalline" without doubt one was white and titieer red. It is—he says—necessary to find the tiargant
growing on the top of India's mountain; this istqua common symbol, and another writer says: 'fieisessary to
visit both the Indies"; all these, and other thingsur in Section I. of Lumen de Lumine.

Unless one is enthusiastic in a wise and endurig the philosophy of alchemy is dreary reading] ian
impatiently abandoned for practical work on immatigteas of the substance, and hazy notions of tiking. In
the philosophic desert is the trial, and also #weard. At the end of Euphrates—by Eugenius Philakeththe
commentator S.S.D.D. writes: "l will end as | beglay saying) have read many alchemical treatises, but neve
of less use to the practical alchemist, than thiet'the practical man is, in that work, given opea plain
information as to what he must avoid; the hintglmmaterial are quite as plain as discretion walltuv; and
there are no false suggestions.

The reader is also well repaid by studying Coelwrrde (by Eugenius); he there learns that he isofiotving the
path traversed by the philosophers unless he ddte wlouds condensing to “thick heavy water agavas any
snow" followed by red. He will find where to loo&rfthe invisible white salt; the Mars that unitegivthis Venus
(Venus the spouse of vulca, i.e., labour or tdihis poem is the following: "Those sighs retuwrdtops again”;
what, in practice, is the signification of thesghsi? They are mentioned by other writers, thoughemted in less
poetic garb.

It is so with many other indications, mentionedasurring in the laboratory work, which are appreted by the
ordinary five senses, and assessed at their pvajigz by the intellect. The theory of evolution iep the unity of
nature; it therefore seems logical that gold cdnddnade out of the white metals, lead and tin;silnér out of the
red metals, iron and copper; by bringing these Imétack to the point at which the paths beganverdee. Or, as
the alchemist puts it, by adding citrinity to theite metals, and argent vive to the excessivelyaesbrt of leveling
to the standard required. Geber mentions ten meidor the five common metals—including mercurye fof
these for introducing a solar quality, and five ifdroducing a lunar quality.

But the universal medicine is the best, and wilkenany metal gold or silver, according to the ititamof the
philosopher, and the quality of the medicine. Tineesfluities of the common metal go off in fumeseMwho have
been ultimately successful write that they toileduccessfully at the making of these ten particuledicines,
when they were "Geber's cooks"; but after fruithgsars, they turned their attention to the univeesad then
accomplished the work.

It is necessary to distinguish between things dhatpossible to an accomplished master only, arsktthings that
are within that capabilities of an earnest studeimenaeus, though making mistakes for several hghiad the
conviction that he was already a master; so thatavident that to alight on the right materiagkas clear to the
mind the sayings of the philosophers; as has bestiiomed. In every block of marble is a potentiahds de Milo,
but it requires inspiration to see it, and a mattexduce it into actuality. In the subject we siseénclosed a
Galatea, who must not only be made visible, buttrals® be infused with life. Having now given irethery words
of alchemists of repute, direct contradiction tenecof the more important misinterpretations of madewitics, the
raison d'etre of this treatise is accomplished. Mmmore might be said, but considerations far mogent than
those of space forbid. | will conclude with a fewtracts from Boehme: "Do not toil and trouble yaifsn that
manner and way which you mention, with any goldnamerals, it is all false. . .It is not of earthgses or metals,
and yet it is the ground of all metals; a doubleztaury, yet not quicksilver, or any other minerahwetal." As
regards the working or process upon the correctnads, he says that a close parallelism existwéwt it and the
life of Christ. "Now it behooves the wise seekectmsider the whole process with the humanity afistirom his
opening in the womb of his mother, Mary, even ®reisurrection and ascension, The Magus must kekp a
observe this process also with his Alchymy." FINIS.



On the Philadelphian Gold

[This extract is taken frorihe Theosophical Transactions of the Philadelpl8aniety This short lived magazine
(four issues appeared during 1697) was edited aydis Lee, the son-in-law of the English mysticeJaead who
was the major figure behind the Philadelphian Sgcidost of the articles in this magazine were mi#d without
credit or else given pseudonymous authors, tholglbtilk of these were probably written by Franae bor his
colleague Richard Roach. Among these is this istarg dialogue which discusses the idea of thetaplror
Philadelphian gold. - Adam McLean.]

A Conference
betwixt
Philochrysus and Philadelphus
On the Philadelphian Gold.

Philochrysus: This was upon me to ask you. You magneanber then that you told me how the descriptioyooi
city which we then read, was more literal, thaaasy to be believed, and withal more mystical ihempossible fo
the wisest of mortals to comprehend. And in paldicyou told me that it was built first of true asdbstantial
Gold; secondly of fine Gold; thirdly of transparemtglassy Gold; and fourthly of living Gold.

| desire now that you would answer me to all theseticulars in order. Do you then say that thig §tbuilt of true

Gold, and that it is not only metaphorically sadoe built of Gold? Is it as real and substanigait, as visible and
palpable, and has it as many good qualities asthich | have now in my hand?

Philadelphus: Yes, Philochrysus, | can assure you that it i$t bfitrue and not metaphorical Gold, as some would

have it only to be. This Gold, | say, is no lesal Bnd substantial, and no less visible and padptabits inhabitants

and has as many, yea more, good qualities thatiiah you hold in your hand, and seem so pleastd iknow

that this is a strange language, and | shall havehrado to make myself understood by you but indegree.

Because | must speak of that which you have neagn,©r handled; though others have both seehamdled of it

and you also may come in time to do the same. &dtttvill be almost as hard a matter for one thdtorn blind to

understand the philosophy of colours, or one beaf the nature and distinction of sounds, as fortgo

comprehend whd am about to say of a certain substance thasikle to some but not to you, palpable to som

not to you; and which therefore you have no kindmgfrehension of.

Philochrysus: | promise to be very attentive. Do me the favautrtb satisfy me as far as you can.

Philadelphus: Well, | will endeavour your satisfaction, afteattyou shall have answered me a question or two tha

| have to propose to you.

Philochrysus: | am very ready to do it.

Philadelphus: Why do ye believe that piece of Gold which ye seduwne, to be true, real and substantial, and not

shadowy, figurative and accidental?

Philochrysus: Why do | believe so? | am not such a strangenedruth, as not to be able to distinguish it fram

shadow. A shadow will fly from me if | go to catahit, but this | can grasp fast enough. A shadepethds on the

substance, and on the position of the Sun whicts @&adt has no figure but from the substance, tuad is always

very faint and weak; it cannot be touched, it haganderosity, no light, no power in it. But thisponderous,

bright and powerful. You see me touch it, andigsiife is not faint or weak but vivid and strongthiwiut depending

upon anything else. Wherever | move it, and what#we position of it may be to the Sun or lightstitl retains the

same shape and the same substance. And now ItHfasg i1 dare venture its flying away.

Philadelphus: | see you are well satisfied with yourself. Buaytell me, how would you give a description otat,

satisfy another that had never seen it, or perhaper heard of it; or if ever heard of it, yet ntherwise than as a

figurative sound to please children with, or aattle, a picture, a shadow, a name without substamithout

reality? How would you make it to be understooa ®hilosopher, and how to a merchant that is nlegdpher,

supposing them both to be strangers to the nahdeise of this sovereign metal?

Philochrysus: Truly, Philadelphus, you begin to puzzle me. Arditles | cannot see whither all your windings and

turnings will at last lead me. Indeed, it wouldadifficult matter to resolve satisfactorily eitreePhilosopher or a

merchant concerning this dear precious metalgy thave not some manner of notice of it beforehBudl since it

is not unlawful to make such a supposition, | aadsealso to make such an answer as | can.



| would therefore endeavour to satisfy them, by imgkise of such ideas, images and conceptions whéghare
already acquainted with; and by compounding thechdividing them, | would strive to frame in the iriggr an
idea, image and conception hereof, which might @@g as near as possible to the truth. As foriestaf | were
to discourse with a philosopher, whom | will suppds live in the remotest part of Tartary, or im&odark corner
near to the Northern Pole where mines of Gold weseer so much as heard of, and no hame even fauritir the
language of the country. | would think in the fipthce what to call it, that he might in some sgprehend me,
while | am discoursing with him. Now because sono@gier mines may be near to him, and he may havedsan
and handled and also tried several experiments tipemetal, therefore | will call it fine Copper perhaps fine
Brass, if his be likewise known to him. Then because | mpsgk to him in his own terms, and he has used Hii
to those of Mercury and Sulphur, | will tell himigHine Copper is compounded of a pure MercuriatéVand a
pure Sulphureous earth, exactly proportioned atyl maturated and concocted by the Sun-beams in gooper
matrix or vessel.

Next | will, as far as | am able, show him the elifince, both in quantity and quality, of the commting principles
of this fine Copper, and of his Copper. Whereupteil lhim that the Mercurial Water, which entertoithe
composition of this fine Copper, is not only moubtte, defecated and pure, than that which isan &othic
Copper of his, but also that it is there in a mgagater quantity. Likewise | tell him that the gtignof the
Brimstone or Sulphureous Earth, which enters ineodompaosition of the Gothic copper is greater thah which it
in this fine (which I call for distinction the Pesian) Copper, but that in the former it is more rseathan in the
latter. Herein lies the main difference of the R&n and the Gothic Copper (which | must make myogbpher
understand) as to the composition of the principleh in the one and the other. Which are bothrdisdly the
same, but diversified as well according to qualyquantity. He must then confess to me, that taecidy in the
Gothic Copper must needs be originally infected pmidoned, and that there must be a defect inrd@gqution: as
likewise that the coarseness, the superfluity aeccombustibleness of its Sulphur are no inconakier
impediments to the perfection of this metal. Andahié grant me to this, | believe, though he nekiave seen the
fine metal of Peru, that there may be such a Cotygee found as | do describe, if there may bealkercury, or
water of Life, freed from its original infection dipoison, and then fitly adapted and conjoined witiroper
Sulphur that shall be pure and of an incombustibakeire, so as not to diminish in the severest.fires

However perhaps he will maintain, that | ought alédgether to despise the Sulphureous Earth dbbthick
Copper; for that though it were not so pure, figed permanent as that of the other, yet it wahef/ery same
essence and nature with it, and therefore alsotrpiggsibly come to be in like manner purified araden
incombustible.

And when | have brought him thus far, then | magadpunto him of the several properties of our iopper, and
leave him to compare them with those of that cososewhich is only known to him. And here if | ddwive him
an exact calculation of the weight of a cubicahin¢ the Peruvian Copper, comparing it with a cabiach of the
Gothick and showing the preponderancy of that abloige | should settle in him a just idea as to praperty of it.
Another property is purity and clarity, which | ntus the next place give him to understand by dédodrom suct
ideas or conceptions which he has already admiétetird is its tincture, and here as | must hegghthat idea
which he has entertained on one side, so | musttei on the other, that this man may exactly catadvith the
original. A fourth and main property which | amtél him of is Fixation, or the immortality and ieféctibility of
the tincture, life or soul of this metallic bodye&ides all which | may in the fifth place discourséim of the
extreme ductability or rarefaction of it; if it nfignot be too prodigious for his belief, and siythdf its medicinal
uses and qualities, which would afford me a greaiety of matters to entertain him with.

And thus | shall have in some degree satisfied mnyaFian or my Gothick Philosopher, that the firgper of Peri
is not metaphorical or symbolical, as his poor ¢oumen, who have never seen it, would persuade timthat it
is as truly, really and substantially of a metatiature and consistence, as that which he dailglearior such. And
he now begins to understand how this fine coppbiciwm otherwise call Gold, is compounded of thmegyet
better graduated) principles, with a more exacpprtion than his, and that it is not metaphoricdiiyt really a
metallic substance, more ponderous, and brighter the other, also of a bitter (though not so d&@mture, more
fixed and ductile, and lastly more proper for hurbadies, to be used internally or externally, whegpared
according to Art.

So | take my leave of my Philosopher, and go nexhy merchant. Here | shall not have so much tadayith the
former. Ineed only to mind him in brief of the several prdjes about which | discoursed my philosopher, thed
declare unto him the great and excellent use tifi@remmmerce, so as more than four hundred timemswer the
other in common valuation, and often more than fiuadred.

Philadelphus: Tis enough, | find you like well the subject tlyau are upon, but hope it will serve to lead yao in
one that is far better. Of all that you have noid,saothing will be found to be in vain, when | df@me to



examine you. The tables may come perhaps to bedurpon yourself. Wherefore let me persuade ydryto
thoroughly, whether that be indeed gold, which Believe to be so. But since you have been pleassdtisfy me
as to what | demanded, | am now most ready tofgatisl, as to what was propounded; only | must fir@mise
two or three things that | may be understood by. Woherefore be now attentive and consider well wizah about
to say.

Philochrysus: | will be sure Sir, to attend your nion, for | begin to be very jealous, that you haeen carrying ¢
all this while some plot to undermine me. But pletyus hear your premises, and | promise to maédoést use of
all the ears and eyes which | have.

Philadelphus: The first thing that | wish then to premise isstiihat the Divine Blessing was originally spoken
forth upon the whole Creation of God. Or as somald/cather choose to express it - It was outspaokenthe
Creation, that is, by a real, vital and essentilsion engrafted into it. So that whatever comeaduhe hands of
God was good. No evil should ever be derived froenDivine Being, who notwithstanding the suprerbetiy of
Will, is necessitated when He acts, to act accgrtbnGoodness. No sin nor death, no barrennesaghit, no
weakness or disproportion could at all proceed fhinmm Wherefore he rejoicing, as it were, in therkgoof his
hands, pronounced them both severally and univgrsabe good, yea very good, as considered i thisole
system, and harmonious union with each other.

Philochrysus: | must grant that you say. But | would fain seavteat purpose It will serve you.

Philadelphus: You may yet, before we part.

Philochrysus: | cannot deny but that God blessed the whole @mand that all the works of his hands are good.
Make your best of it.

Philadelphus: The second thing that | have to premise is bat esrollary from the former, and is strengthened by
universal experience. It is this, The Works of @reation are not Now in the same State, as theg when they
first came out of the hands of God, or as wherDiivene Blessing was pronounced upon them, or olsp@nto
them, yet with this limitation, so far as they ari¢hin our Sphere or Orb. For experience doth istday too
sufficiently attest that the creatures, whethey the of the animal, vegetable or mineral kingdoamrot be all said
to be good, howsoever they be considered, eitlparately by themselves, or conjunctly in harmonghwlie rest.
And whatever may be pleaded on their behalf by sacute philosophers and divines, that all the areatare,
even at this day, good; though not positively,ngdatively, and with respect both to their preseoristitution and
the constitution of the world in general, it is@int, to me at least, if either the undoubted @ of scripture, or
the natural light of reason may judge of the appéat all that they can say will, if it prove athyng, certainly
conduce to the very overturning of the positivedyzess of the Divine Being,and the introducing i thom
thereof a certain relative, hypothetical and imagyrgoodness, and to the building up a very oddimadular
system of the Universe.

This if it were necessary, | might at large dediiceugh several particulars, proving the absuralitg
inconsistency of such a supposition, that has keden up of late by some men of name, and by tleenmiush
authorised to the dishonour of God, though theyhtnigt perhaps design it so, as | am apt both pe lamd blieve.
But this would lead me out very far and keep melémg from the resolution of the question in haddwever,
Philochrysus, if at any other time you think it Woyour while to demand a particular satisfactisriathis point, |
shall be most willing to give it to you.

Philochrysus: | thank you, Philadelphus. At present | am wethggh satisfied in this matter; yea so much as &l
often with my self admired, even when bit by a fleaw any could be serious in pleading for the guetibn of the
present constitution of the World of Nature, ai$ ifever had been better, or was never to be héiteafter it shall
have lasted out such a term, that it must retuck bgain into its primitive state of nothingnesg;tlhe most
dreadful dissolution through Fire. This their cétaghe of Our World, | must confess, did never wegll please
me; but did always stick.

Philadelphus: Its is then granted by you that the present ctutigth of this terrestrial world in which we livis not
so perfect and good as it was originally broughthf®y God, and that it may, by the gift of god;aeer again its
original constitution.

Philochrysus: It is granted.

Philadelphus: Well! Answer me now this one question. Which do ymw think best deserves to be called by this
or that name, that which is most perfect in itslkiand that which comes up most really to the #éme original
frame of its nature, or that which falls shorttpfind is very Imperfect as to its kind?

As for instance, you take two sheep, or two horaed,of these let one be placed at the right haddtze other at
the left. Suppose now the horse at the right harthve all the most excellent features and promastof an horse,
and that at the left to have none of them at ali,tb be very mean and despicable. Suppose alshtep at the
right hand, to be very plump and fat, and to we@oéden Fleece upon its back, and that at theddje lean,



deformed and leprous. Will you hereupon say thatitbrse at the left hand is a real horse, butattite right a
metaphorical one? Or that the sheep at the leftige sheep, but not that at the right? And vall yot rather say
that these by approaching nearer to the perfectidineir nature, and to the original integrity armehuty in which
they were first both brought forth from the Divieremplar, do less deserve to be called figurathadlegorical
than the other.

Philochrysus: So indeed it seems to me, if either of these neagatled a figurative sheep, or a figurative hoitse,
must be the left-handed ones, who come not upetptimitive constitution of their nature, into whithe divine
blessing was spoken, but have fallen under theecared suffered the depravation of their first fioren, according
to the supposition that is granted you. And if ang biad ever seen such an other but such lean andraef sheey
or such ill conditioned and disproportioned jakesjly | say should much condemn his rashness #ghould say
there were no other, bubsitively conclude these to be the best of the kamdl that above them are but hypothe
metaphors, or poetical expressions of somewhasdsamding nature. Yea | should be a little angheishould be ¢
obstinate as to stand out against the authentitioebs of ocular witness, or go to oblige me toydery own senses,
because his have not had the same experience wimehalso had.

Philadelphus: Suppose also that you have two bushels of wheabrie whereof is half full of chaff, the other
perfectly cleansed, the one blighted, the otheyelgirained and sound. Would you say that the tdiyhnd chaffy
corn is only real and substantial, but the sourditha cleansed to be no more than a metaphortwadow.. |
believe not.

Suppose once motkat you have two pips of Spanish wine, the onarahtand unsophisticated, clean and sprig
the other pipe sophisticated and filled up halhwitater: and that you have tasted only of theratiould you say
that this only is true wine, and not the other?

Philochrysus: No, Philadelphus, | think | should not so far espany own judgment. And though | should not +
tasted of the finest wine, yet would | not say ¢hisrno better than that | have tasted; and agsgrtvhat | am told
of the other is only fancy or figure.

Philadelphus: Now my dear Philochrysus, Hold to your words. Fsee two pieces of gold, the one as at your |
hand, the other is at your left, the one celegtiddl, the other terrestrial gold, like as therelawdies celestial and
bodied terrestrial. The gold of your left hand yame and handle, and say therefore that it is sufitarhe gold of
the right hand you see not neither can you haadie ,conclude therefore that it is shadowy. Thearagereof is
this. The former has a peculiar virtue in it tondlithat eye by which the former Gold may be disedrand to
induce such a paralytic numbness and deadnes$ amegpart of the man that has a lust after it tieacannot
possibly feel or handle the other till his disebedirst removed from him. But as for me, that Gatich you call
substantial, | should of the two rather choosealbshadowy Gold, and that which you think to baddwy and
figurative, | must call substantial and real, ondeeater reasons than you have produced to mowve the
contrary.

Philochrysus: | cannot but believe my senses. You shall notyepsrsuade me out of them. For if they deceive
| can be certain of nothing.

Philadelphus: Be not afraid: you may keep your senses stilhfier Since the senses deceive none; but it is the
judgment which is made upon them that may be eocwselake care therefore that you judge not ararss think
that to be in the object itself which is nothing ln impression produced by pan the sensory. But tell me, do y
ever dream?

Philochrysus: Yes | do.

Philadelphus: You may then remember how you thought that yolelseen, felt and handled various objects w
have vanished away as soon as you awakened.

Philochrysus: | do. And particularly | call to mind, how | hagemetime thought myself to be rolling among bags
of gold. So that it has been no small trouble tatonénd myself undeceived in the morning.

Philadelphus: Forget not this. The application will not be diffit, and very nearly concerns you, my friend.
Philochrysus, you are in a dream at this very mstand you will certainly find yourself undeceiviedthe morning,
when your senses that are now locked up in sleapreicover themselves.

Philochrysus: In a dream say you? Nay, then the whole worlddseam. All that | do is dream and fancy, and
whatever | behold or handle is but a shadow. Will ynake all the world beside yourself to be ineadn? Will yot
make all the hurly-burlies in it, all the trafficlgs, negotiations, and wars, with all manner afdsations, private
and public, civil and religious, to be nothing méng the sportive imaginations of the night? Wdluymake nothin
to be real or substantial of what is seen, fefart or understood by us poor mortals? Sure,Pptdel you are no
sceptic.

Philadelphus: No, | am an eclectic. But yet | have found thedjobscepticism, as to many things that you beli
And if it go not too far, it is the foundation df aolid knowledge, natural, political or divine. Wrefore, however



strange it may appear to you, it is not very fanirthe truth, to say that this world, with all tietn it, is but a
dream or a shadow when compared with the invisilwidds. | am afraid to press you too much with ¢hesatters,
and therefore | only said it is not very far frohettruth to say so, but the indubitable recordsraihegn manifestly
the finger of God, would bear me out, if | shoudy shat it is the very truth itself. Search intesk and you will
find enough to open your eyes and let you seethieafiorm of this World passeth away, and thathalt belongs to
is no more than as a vision of the might, whicesflaway with the day break. My thoughts have beandrly the
same with yours: the poisoned cup from the hartiefair Harlot, whom | have mentioned to you, castinto a
deep sleep. And in it | remember, | had just theesdreams which you have now. | thought terresioéd was as
substantial as you imagine it to be, and of thest&ll gold | had no manner of apprehension; bt eeentented to
look on it as a figure and not as a substancel Bas roused out of my sleep by a swift messengeobthe
Heavenly Philadelphia, upon which all the enchasthes of the night immediately fled away, anddkened
recovering the senses which had been before chameshd then | quickly perceived my errors. Ahligdhrysus!
Awake! Awake! There stands now at your right hand of the citizens of that beautiful city, who helgefore him
a medal made of the same gold, which he would pteéeegyou, if you would but suffer your eyes todpened, and
would not hold so fast the shadow.

Philochrysus: What mean you to do with me? Oh! A little moreeglea little more slumber, a little more of this
worlds, and then | awake. Disturb me not.

Philadelphus: He talks in his sleep. Ho! Ho! Philochrysus. Yoill mot yet be awakened I find. | will thereforerfo
a little time grant you your hearts desire, and thice, suppose that you are not asleep whilelgep,sbut that
your dream is a reality, and all the conclusiora ffou have made from the exercise of your outwsartgses to be
true. For by parity of reason (even granting wiat gay) as you do conclude the terrestrial golgettrue, real and
substantial, | do conclude the celestial to beasd, much more so. If you plead sensation for ydmsow those
that plead it for ours, and that deserve as mucledat) to be believed as any that you bring.IBsttyou might not
so readily believe or apprehend perhaps the wigsetbat | could produce, | will proceed with youyasi would do
with your Goth or Tartar, that had never hearchefgold mines of Peru. Wherefore | must needytellthat if the
Peruvian gold be true gold, then the Philadelpliald deserves also of right so to be called, yealish better
qualified of the two to bear this name, as it isenperfect in its kind, and as it more nearly apph®s then the
former to the true and original frame of pure andefiled nature, exactly compounded according ¢odiliine
exemplar, and duly concocted in the bowels of texlasting mountains, the mountains of the Sunthad
Mountains of the Moon. Whence, supposing the diffee of Philadelphian and Peruvian Gold to behas t
difference of Peruvian and Gothic Copper; this wit hinder but that the Philadelphian Gold, batboading to the
greater purity of its constituent principles (ashsut the least alloy of the curse) and the moategroportion of
then, may well deserve to be looked on no lesstheal the Peruvian.

Philochrysus: If it be so, pray dear Philadelphus, give me sofrig that | may make a proof.

Philadelphus: You are not yet out of your dream, you know noaitWou say. For you neither understand what
manner of Gold this is, neither who it is that ¢gi@we it. It may be called to you by a thousand ngnet | do assu
you that it is true and proved gold. And let mé yell that your gold, or the false brass of Pesunat constituted of
Principles altogether pure and defected, but mixigd some close and inherent imperfections. Neitiverthe
proportions adjusted according to perfect Natuoéomly according to the perfect constitution détterrestrial orb
The curse that has entered into the whole loweatigne has also entered into this, and it is notidget metal,
except with respect to the lapsed and broken frafntieis our Earth.

Philochrysus: Hah! Philadelphus! | am wondering where you wilhrat last. | am nato much in a dream, but I ¢
laugh at these amusements of yours. Did ever afoyebdeny Gold to be a perfect metal?

Philadelphus: Mistake me not. | do not deny it to be a perfeetahwith respect to the present order of things in
their Fallen State. But | do positively aver thasinot a perfect metal with respect to that ptiveiand original
order of Beings which proceeded immediately frond@&wough His Word, wherein and whereby they suplsig
that it partakes of the curse, as well as all thermwsubjects of the mineral or metallic kingdohgugh not in the
same degree. Now there is an Inherent curse, ane ihalso an Adherent Curse, and of both of tliesere or
less participates.

Philochrysus: Pray what do you mean by an Inherent Curse, anddaoyou appropriate it to the Terrestrial Gold.
Philadelphus: Know what is the Blessing and you cannot fail now what is the Curse in Nature. There is an
Inherent Blessing in every creature, and therésis @an Adherent Blessing. Without the former Godldmever
have pronounced them good, and without the ldty tould never have been serviceable to man, thietoest of
their fellow creatures. A privation, or loss, ithair of these kinds, is called the Curse. And hastdiverse degrees
and is variously specified, so takes it up diverames, as Death, Darkness, Hades, Sheol, the Thebkaeft Hand,
the Seed of the Serpent, the Mist out of the Edaitith, Arimanius, Poison, the Blood of the Old &yon, the



Prisons, the North, and many others.

The benediction now of both kinds may be lessehigidlen or removed either in part of in whole. TrathArent
Benediction may possibly admit of a total removd aeparation, but the inherent can never do thisowt the
destruction and annihilation of the subject whereis. Whence though it may be hid, yet can iterdye separated
without the entire disunion of its constituent asital principles. Which are not perishable, but @emdthe same,
notwithstanding all the cortices, veils, and cowgs, wherewith they may be overcast or oppressetiwaich are
said to be under the president-ship of so manyAngels.

Behold then here is Wisdom to take away the InteCeinse from the creature, and to cause the disapge
Blessing to reappear, and exert forth itself. Néwallsyou understand how this curse is to be apjmtgat to the
terrestrial Gold, and how the contrary Blessintpibe predicated of the celestial. But in the fisice you are to
take notice, that as the inherent is here lessithany other subjects of the same Kingdom and Qsttethe
Adherent Curse is greater. In the second placeay@tio observe that the primary and Radical priasipeing (as !
us) invisible in themselves, the secondary and efgany, which may be made visible, can be here exdéynined
into.

In the third place, | am now to acquaint you tlase elementary principles, which | call also Sgical, as | call
the former Seminal, are vastly different in theestaf pure and of corrupt Nature.

For in pure nature there is found a bright livimgstalline water, full of spirit, power and enerdpyt in Nature
corrupted there is a water that is opposite tq theeng without Light, Life, or purity, without sfituality or strengh,
and void of all benign efficacy. Wherefore as yatded pool remote from the sun beams, or as aidsipii
phlegm, is not to be regarded or valued, so likewl&re is found a bright, living and crystallireeté (such as hath
been, and such as will be, and such as is evéaisdirne, when it appears not, except to some felgh is
sometimes compared to fine silver, and is called3alt of the Earth. And in this Blessed eartlockéd up the
Spirit, Energy and Seed of the Mineral and vegetalsigdoms in their purest constitution, yea anthefanimal
too. For that it contains in itself the Fire of Meg, by which the wheel of her Magia, accordingltdhe seven
forms and spirits is set to work.

On the contrary there is a dull, dead and opacearth that is mixed more or less with all terr@stsubjects, and
that may by Art be separated from them. This isGhese of the Earth which must be taken away assbtiied,
before the Blessed and new Earth can appear, vaneri¢is called the Damned Earth.

Philochrysus: | hope you will not say that there is any of wtreg Chymists call Damned Earth in this our Gold.
For | cannot bear the thought of it. Pray thereatplain yourself here a little.

Philadelphus: It is you yourself that make the particular apgion, for | did not. And indeed, Sir, | was almost
afraid to touch you so near the quick. But if y@ald, Philochrysus, be a terrestrial subject (whjioh will scarce
deny) then | am sure it must have some share ®tamned earth in it. For the Curse has not a cordrtastop
when it came to a mine of Gold, but like a leawgmaissed through and through, and infected theendsith, and
all that belonged to it. There might not indeedrsah of it here abide as elsewhere, and therefsa&lithere was
less of the Inherent Curse in this, than in angp#ubject of the same kingdom or order. Yet tiesmme, and that
too very considerable, if either reason or expegemay be allowed to pass the judgment. But thisldviead us
too far into a Philosophical disquisition.

Let it suffice at present to consider whether whatlgar and ordinary artist may be able to giveeular
demonstration of in the greatest part of earthhjestts, an expert master may not be ae &bbive the same in Al
Wherefore be not angry, dear sir, at what | hagerésd, but learn to bear the thought of whatléllso much your
disappointment, as to let you see the fair idolair heart is not so lovely as you have imagined kie, and that it
is not all true gold that glisters in your hand.

There is a Damned Earth Terra Damnata et Malethetacleaves so fast to it, as is not (easily)aséparated by
the refiners art. And | am informed from credibdsttmonies, that whosoever shall be understandihgart and
skillful in hand, to separate this vile earth frtim precious Solar Earth in the body of Terrestgald, shall find
the quantity of the former (however small when canegl to the inferior metals) to exceed the othed & what is
related concerning the degradation of Gold by aiment and curious eye-witness of this nation, wiadinthe
philosophical and Christian world stands obligedaiod who had this generous and noble design tticate
Religion from all sectarian polity or partialitypé to establish it upon solid and immutable groubastrue; and if
also the daily experiments) made even in ordinabptatories of the possibility of its supergradatmd Exaltatior
by losing in its weight, and so possessing an hidliecture and Clarity, may deserve any credit: Ttgeit certain
that it may still arrive to an higher degree botlrixation and Purity, than it could ever meet witlthe Bowels of
the Accursed earth.

But whether this can ever be quite set free franhnberent Curse or no, is not so material to oesgnt purpose.
However there is a vein, | can assure you, of Rsitad Gold, which not having been with it infectéslby Moses



pronounced to be good, (Genesis 2, 12). And yat &his is no more to be compared with the Philadalp or
Sionitical Gold, than the Peruvian is with it. Heyeyou may, in part | hope apprehend what is mbatit by the
Blessing and the Curse, which are inherent initégallic body.

Philochrysus: | do, I think, pretty well understand you. But prahat do you mean by an Adherent Curse, and how
is that to be appropriated to the Terrestrial Gold?

Philadelphus: The Adherent Curse is that which adheres or cletvéhe Creature, by external application, and not
by Internal Constitution, or composition. And hégeexternal application | mean not barely any outhxabuse of
the same whatever, but also (and chiefly) any degfe@dhesion of the Human Soul to it, how intirsdever, and
the more intrinsic still the more dangerous, itrigeioreign, incongruous, and extrinsic both to$loail, and to the
creature which she seeks to cleave as to her btegddow though your terrestrial Gold has indeedswomuch of
the inherent, yet has it far more of the Adheremts€, which is much the worst of the two. And thpitgshould be
never so perfect as to its composition, that avaitsf this other Curse sticks to it. Yea, on tleatrary, this will be
so much the greater and the heavier, as in theofdke Tartarization [2 Peter, 2, 4.] of thosee@agvho kept not
their first estate of adhesion to the Original Bgand Goodness, and in that of the Golden Cal$ratel,
concerning which the Jews have to this very daglabcated proverb, that no punishment is evercitefti upon
them in which there is not some portion of thid.c&hd | fear the same may be justly applicabletoadhem alone.
What Evil of Sin is there in the whole world thatriot perpetrated for the sake of it? And what Bi/pain, or
dreadful judgments by the Divine nemesis have letady been pulled down upon particular personsndpmilies
and upon whole kingdoms? Behold, and consideritimestof old; what examples all histories both sdemed
profane doth give you. To conclude, how many aeedlthat for the sake of this, labour the gregtastof their
lives in the very fire, who at length reap nought émoke and dross, in the room of those Goldenrt&ins which
they hereby imagined to themselves? And how mararyvhemselves all their lives for very vanity, Vehbeing
deceived with the false show of an adhering blgsghey find only misery and repentance; who, thesy taken bu
half that pains to discover the Paradisical ordglphian mine of Gold, would newhave been left in such plung
at the last? Behold all this proceeds from its AdheCurse. Remember, prithee Philochrysus, thegdgphorism
of the richest Subject of the world at that timeweell as the best politician, and the most faite&rvant; which
famous aphorism is, | suppose, not unknown to you.

Philochrysus: You mean, | know the saying of that great manclviiie left in his legacy to posterity: Had | but
taken but half that pains to serve my God, ask toserve my Prince, he would not now have dederte.
Philadelphus: | do so. And withal | assure you, my good frietidht if you were but half as diligent in seekintgaf
the celestial, as you are in seeking after thestiial Gold, you would be experimentally convintledt | have
spoken nothing to you all this while but the veryth, and you would find yourself possessed of w&utze instead
of vanity.

Philochrysus: | am at a loss. | know not what to make of thatollyou say. Disturb me not out of my sleep. For |
would rather dream on at the old rate, than be stede Have pity on me, and depart from me. For | am
Philochrysus. | am a lover of that what you havetemptibly nick-named terrestrial Gold. The whiolmte is a
Celestial substance. But you will hardly allowdthe a substance at all, that so you may the m@léthe Gold (as
you call it) of your own country, which | must cathaginary. Tell me not then that mine is vanityttee shadow
only of a substance. Neither speak to me of labguior smoke and dross. | know what is substanttegrik my
stars, and | can distinguish between what is tnagevehat is counterfeit. Mine hath been tried in fire, and
weighed in the balance. It hath stood in the ond;ia the other hath been found to have its jusgieCan you
also pretend to this?

Philadelphus: Yes, more than pretend. Mine is indeed Gold tieithe Fire, and it has been also weighed in the
balance as well as yours. And let me tell you bessithat your gold shall never be able to endusfitle-trial, but
shall fly away in it as lead and dross. And onergodithe Gold of my City if put into the balancéllvypreponderate
this whole room full of yours. Whence the Crownttisamad out of this Gold is called emphaticall@ight of
Glory and an Hyperbolical or excessive weight, gdar exceeding and Hyperbolically Hyperbolical g¥ei[2
Corinthians 4,17.] So far exceeds the celestiad@opreponderosity the terrestrial Gold when weijtogether, a
no hyperbole can reach. It exceeds in like mamelarity and lustre, in fixation and permanencyttie
superexcellency of its Tincture, in ductibility adivisibility; and in all manner of medicinal uslesth for Spirit,
Soul and Body, all which it revives, exhilarates gerfects. Ad in the last place all the merchandise of your M
is not to be compared with it. This alone can tiauhygl really and lastingly make you rich. It woulat be difficult to
particularize each of these, and to show herebyahléity and substantiality of this Gold that | gtefor, not only
equally with, but far above that which is dug otitree Earth. But all that can be said hereupon,lévbut serve so
much the more to exasperate you if you comprehemat, or will not attend to it. In vain therefoneuld it be for
me to give you (at present) a particular descniptibits several properties, as also of its comstit principles and



the manner of their union. | must wait to do thihthose senses which are fallen asleep in yoll sbane to be
awakened. But | am therefore sent that | mighteousu out of your sleep. Forgive me that | thusevadu. O
Philochrysus! what has become of the eye-salveopha? Arise and anoint your eyes.

Philochrysus: Hold! I think I now begin to see. | must confekattl can now see the possibility of what you drive
at, but that it is actually so, | cannot yet pereel remember | was once a little acquainted witk that might
possibly be of your society, and | did hear himlaixa from the pulpit in this manner: "Think ye, ghall be set up
as pillars in the Temple of God to uphold it? attou shall be full of gold in you pockets, of fireest gold tried
in the Fire, like the rich men of the Earth? anduffle it in silks, and fine raiment as those iinges' courts? Do
you think that these things are here meant in thesmises made to the Seven Churches? No, No, dvéamsuct
things, for | say there is not one word true acitaydo the letter.

Philadelphus: | do say that every word, every syllable, evetteleis true, and that there are real and subsfanti
pillars in the Temple of God, real and substar@ald in the City of God, and real and substant&hent worn by
the citizens thereof. And yet at the same timey aslsert that theris no Word, syllable or letter true, if stricthker
according to that low idea which the natural mas fireed to these words. For as much as there isra than
hyperbolical excess in the difference of one frown dther. As each property by itself consideretiminifest. And
if you are convinced of the possibility (at leastwhat | have said, you must acknowledge the eixiatence
hereof. For that there can be no other reason iademhereby you deny it, but its impossibility andonsistency.
Philochrysus: | resign therefore, and yield to you, that they®©it Philadelphia may be built of true, real and
substantial Gold, which has nothing of the cursieeeilnherent or Adherent sticking to it, accordiaoghe sense tr
the describer means, or that you explain, thouglaooording to that which the natural man wouldenhav
Philadelphus: You comprehend me right. | shall therefore procéesdid then, in the second place, that it istlofi
fine Gold, much more fine and higher graduated tianyou can ever have seen. This you may in fraddy
understand by what has been said hitherto. Butlrerall much more stand in need of words wherebgxpress
myself.

Philochrysus: | long greatly to hear you speak distinctly ostRiuperfine and supergraduated Gold. | shall not
forget what you have said. Therefore proceed on.

Philadelphus: You need but remember your Gothic philosopher.sittar also that there is a twofold body, The
a material and elementary body, and there is aitisdiand a heavenly body. The one is gross, therdine.
Philochrysus: | can understand perfectly what you mean by theaéo, but the notion of an immaterial body seems
to me the very same contradiction as that of andtenal substance seemed to an eminent asserm@atefialism
called Philautus. If you had but him to deal wil,would make work, | believe, with your non-eleitaepn and
spiritual body.

Philadelphus: It may be so. But | never feared the strengtreaboning in Philautus, though | know him pretty
well, and all his principles whether in PhilosopByyinity or politics are opposite to mine. He ietexpress
character of the natural man throughout, and imloiks everywhere you have the most lively imagehefFallen
State of Nature, whereof great advantage may be fopadhe wise, it being no where that | know soptieand
philosophically handled. This indeed he mistakedte true and original State of Nature; but heteirspeaks well
enough, and true enough, as a natural or animal Brahwithout deviating, most exactly follows higngiples
wherever they lead him. On the other side the heashed and profound of all his answerers very aalohy both
describes and demonstrates the true and origis® of Nature, such as it was, and such as it bhadigain, but not
such as it is at present. As for Philautus he igdead, but lives in his disciples, and will live lang as the present
corrupt state of Nature shall remain upon the Ed&tin the Psyche in man is never able to pendbetend the
image; only the pure spirit of Sophia can reacth#olife, which is so imaged out in discourse. Hehe who had
only the Psyche, was not able to distinguish betthie one and the other, but he took them botletthb same. So
finding in the origination of several languaged th&pirit was imaged forth or signified by Bredik, presently
concludes that the Spirit and Breath were one hadame, and consequently that all Spirits (as)auere material
and corporeal beings. he in the like manner, figdinthe verbal image of substance was expressgavtiich
stands under, or props up somewhat, entertaineediately a most gross and sensible conception fexed tied
it down to matter. So then nothing could be a greabsurdity to him, or a more manifest contradittthan to
believe an immaterial substance, that is an imnzteratter. Now among those who have a great asid ju
abhorrence for his sentiments, all are not settiremselves from the very sammethod of argumentation, as fror
numerous induction of instances might be veriffatkied were.

Wherefore | shall only beg of you what is highlycassary in order to your understanding of whaebgpand to
your passing a judgment thereupon, that you comeinyourself with the lax and popular sense ofadyas that
which is generally very equivocal, but that youkseat the strict and close idea that is to be effito it, for the
removal of all ambiguity in the terms, and theididion of the image from its original, or (as tBehools would



rather speak) of the Signum from Signatum, the &igm the thing signified.

Philochrysus: It is very just what you require, Phildelphus. Earan gainsay this method, after what the celethrate
author of An Essay on Human Understanding, togetiithra French philosopher of the first magnitudeaye
written on it, shall be looked into. Wherefore telk in the first place, what you mean by Substance?
Philadelphus: Hereby | understand that which hath both EssendeExistence, being created by God, and made
capable of bearing up, or supporting various madd&®eing.

Philochrysus: What do you mean by Body?

Philadelphus: Hereby | understand a substance that is exterahebis capable of various modgfExtension. Twc
of which modes are penetrability and impenetrapbilit

Philochrysus: Is penetrability then a mode of extension? | asvapught that all matter was impenetrable.
Philadelphus: True. All Matter is impenetrable, but all bodynist. And penetrability is as much a mode of
extension as impenetrability. For where there ism@&xtension there is no penetration, and whexeetls no
penetration there can be no life. Without therefdt&ature were dead, it remains that extendedtamoes may be
penetrated. Now there are extended substancesther one extended substance (of which | may sjpepdu
hereafter) which can penetrate others, but whicincgbe penetrated by any. There are also extesutestances
which can penetrate others by co-extension, andhwiiay themselves also be penetrated by othetly. there are
extended substances or bodies which cannot pemetitars, but which may be penetrated by them. Bliuke
outward light of this world, which is a body of teecond order, the Earth may be penetrated, wilaicmeither
penetrate it or any other substance.

Philochrysus: What do you mean by Matter?

Philadelphus: Hereby | understand a body that is impenetralé, davisible, and which is capable of various
modes of division. So that all Matter is Body, blitBody is not Matter. By impenetrable | mean tiatt which
cannot be at all penetrated, but | mean that wisiciot to be penetrated by any thing of its owreorand which
itself can penetrate nothing.

Philochrysus: How can the same Body be impenetrable and diegibl

Philadelphus: Because it is impenetrable, therefore it is dlesinto parts. For if it could be penetrated, themld
there be no need of division, or separation ofpttues? Wherefore that which is penetrable is aldivisible, or
rather indiscerpible, and consequently incorruptibl

Philochrysus: | comprehend your meaning. And now | conceive vigigbur notion of an immaterial or Spiritual
Body called likewise a Non-elementary (whisha Quintessential) or heavenly Body; Namely, thitan extende
substance, penetrable, penetrative, indivisibidisaepible, and incorruptible. As on the contramyynotion of a
material and elementary body must be this, thiatan extended substance, impenetrable, penetditésible,
discerpible and corruptible. | begin consequerdlynderstand a little your notion of Material arirBual, of
Elementary and Heavenly Gold, and why you calldhe gross and the other fine Gold. But notwithsitagthat |
conceive how the Material and Elementary Gold i@ended Substance which is impenetrable to rmégial
bodies, and may be penetrated by the Celestiathikialso divisible into parts, yea Discerpibl®ithe minutest
atoms, yet can | not easily yield that it shoulccberuptible.

Philadelphus: All that is compounded of Elements must be morkess corruptible. And though certain elemen
bodies may have arrived at some degree of incabilipyt, yet it is but a degree, it being impossilfbr them to be
ever perfectly freed from corruption, but by a distion and a resuscitation. For this is a mostigssmaxim, that
all things must be perfected upon the cross anthialys must be tried by Fire Without passing tigtothe Cross
there is no resurrection, without passing throdghRire there is no Fixation or Incorruption, naifization or
Spiritualization. Hence the messenger of the CoveoBlmmortality is by a certain prophet compated refiners
Fire, who saith of him that he shall purify thed3thood and purge them as Gold that they may yigfffiér the
sacrifice of Minha to Jehovah. Hence also a greditveise King saith, the word (or outflowing emanatbf the
Lord is refined; and again he cries out Thy Wordxseedingly refined most fine and pure. And likesvihis very
Word of the Lord or the Word the Lord saith to geepherds of Israel: | will refine them as Sil&refined, and
will try them as Gold is tried. And elsewhere h#tsd have refined thee melted thee down, and tirenght thee
out of the furnace. For this cause the precious®bZion are compared to fine gold, and the Arg¢liman who
appeared to Daniel had his loins Girded with fir@d=f Ophir. From this also an account may be igiwéy the
Altar of Incense was made of refined Gold, togethi¢h the Ark and the Cherubims, also why Wisdoonacle is
so often compared to fine Gold; and lastly why $tieillamite describes both the head and the feetrdfddoved to
be as of fine Gold, that is such an indivisiblaigterpible and incorruptible substance, as bexteneled is
therefore a body, and as possessing all the piepaftthe material and gross Gold, is therefospidtual body, or
immaterial and celestial gold.

Philochrysus: | must confess that | have always taken a splriiady to be a contradiction in terms, for | never



heard otherwise before but that Spirit and Bodyewsmtraries. But now | begin to mistrust that Védaot been
used rightly to apply ideas to words.

Philadelphus: Your diffidence is well grounded. For | do notdithat Spirit and Body are anywhere opposed as
contraries in those writings which command the g&taauthority and deference above all othersamth find
indeed frequently spirit and flesh to be set asosjips, but spirit and body never. Nay | find et expressly
asserted that there is a natural body, and thexrepdritual body. And so in like manner there isa#ural Gold and
there is a spiritual, which surpasseth the forragithe spiritual Body of the Resurrection doth Megural and
Elementary body which we now wear about us. Moretlve same highly mystic author tells those whmgei
immersed in the flesh had no notion of a SpiritraHeavenly Body, any more than you had.

Philochrysus: There are also Celestial Bodies (of a spiritual @avenly property) and Bodies Terrestrial (of a
material and earthly property as common gold beitGlory of the Celestial is one, and the glorytwf Terrestrial i
another; that is, the glory of the Philadelphiaridatiffers from the glory of the Peruvian, as farteaven is from
Earth.

Philochrysus: You extremely amaze me, good Philadelphus, tortelthat the City from whence you are named is
built of such fine gold. But pray now go on, if yate not weary, to satisfy me in the third placketier it be built
of Transparent and Glassy Gold.

Philadelphus: Be not over hasty, but take time to meditate upbat | (through the assistance of the Good Spirit)
have freely communicated to you. Neither have ledget with the former, for | am not yet come to tbe of the
ladder with you. Perhaps your head may be gidayntheavouring to reach it at this present. Wherdfayagh |
cannot be ever weary of discoursing these matetd,will now take my leave of you with one paedlinstance,
which you may digest against we meet the next tldmnsider what difference there is betwixt the éseaf any
terrestrial subject, from which the spirit is segiad, and the Spirit itself of that very subjechigh is a Spiritual
Body) when seven times rectified; and hereby asgdlass you may discern how far that Gross anchia®old |
am speaking of, wherewith the Holy City of my brrethis built. In the meanwhile | shall leave wittuythis
Hieroglyphical figure of a star being the mark listGold, and also of the city, showing its comnstit parts the
Water and Fire of the Philadelphians; it manifohdi avonderful properties, how it is formed, and hibis made to
multiply itself.
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Hermaphrodite Child of the Sun and Moon |

Translated by Mike Brenner. Copyright Mike Brenti®07. Permission given to freely copy this, as laaghis
copyright remains attached.

This figure is complicated, but to a philosopheondrous to behold.
In the center of the inner circle is the sun wittays of warmth.
Above is the crown of celestial SAL-NITRE of theysical world and
the Nature-Spirit. The figure represents: (1) Chaogniversal
subjective nature as the purest birth of this Nagpirit in the

center of the Earth, (2) Sulphur saturated withe8fiercury, (3)

the White Gold of the wise, (4) the many layershef Earth, and (5)
Travisan's Fountain.

The outer circle represents the Zodiac where thiaitets forever
course through the ether. The planets concentrateinflux of
energy into the world below, inducing the law: s so below,
and as below so above.

The planets in this figure have an occult ordeth@aturn in the

first, or lowest, spot. From above, Saturn congdadsOne Substance
(the etherial Fiery-Water or the astral Watery-RKifth its ring of
coldness). It manifests right into the alchemistiad and

continues throughout the Work. The golden Sun-Célitdady lays
concealed in It.

Jupiter is right above Saturn, the next step oltteek. The power

of Jupiter first lets black Saturn experience Cositan, then

darkens the Sun and the Moon. Jupiter then sweaeps paradise like
an airborne dragon, out of the stomach of Satupitek transmutes
the dark Earth into the subtle elements from whiehblack child is
freshly born in the sky, the way a noble jewelatighed. Finally,

this enables Jupiter to completely discard the evgdnundane world,
the old Adam.



At the top is the moon, snow-white Diana, the quefesolidity. She
starts her heavenly journey by drinking in and aligag all the

tail colors of a Peacock in a heat. The Moon use$hilosophers’
Stone to hermetically seal the pure liquid Air-E&rh Continuing
through the dry gaseous Fire, the Moon journeytherPath to the
celestial Solid Fire and the Red Tincture.

Next after the moon at the very top, is Mercurg lhitiator, the
Worker, and the Completer of the whole Work, théstacadical or
base-moisture of the Stone. Now, Mercury swingmftbe top horn of
the crescent Moon down to Venus, entering throwegtstiver chord.
Mercury starts out in liquid form at the Moon, atidifies while
passing through Venus and Mars, penetrating throoidiine center of
the Sun.

PARAGRAPH 1

Among the 7 planets | am called the Sun.
My pointy crown symbolizes the process:
First, we become completely subtle and pure
And bind with Mercury,

Then the black raven grows.

It is buried in the grave,

Rising anew,

Adorned with lillies, and betrothed.

Then at last the Sun-Child appears,
Bedecked with purple on his throne.

EXPLANATION OF PARAGRAPH 1

The mundane Nature-Spirit: (1) pours itself inte @entral-Fire of
the earth, (2) starts working in that fire, (3p@und in mercurial
moisture and liquid form, (4) is impelled to and,fthrough the
Archaeum of the Earth, as a saturated wind, (Bpigyealed by
Saturn, and (6) is thrown to the ground in frontref Alchemist,
like the true metallic gore (the metal's seed).

The Alchemist: (1) recognizes this as the mostalalkitreasure on
earth, (2) takes it home joyfully, (3) insertsritd the glass

coffin, (4) binds it with the gaseous Mercury, §&als the coffin,

(6) watches the black Raven grow in the putrefact{d) is reborn

in the Paradisiacal Kingdom to corporal Diana, é)ds crowned as
the Child of the Sun.

CANON 1

Worship God, and love those

Who overcome their depression and cravings.
Give only the best to God and neighbor.
Come, | will show you



A Treasure that you will treasure:

A golden fountain and a silver spring

From the word of God and the Soul of Humanity.
| am that Treasure,

Better than all other good things.

Yet, | am also an poisonous dragon,

A furious lion with jaws open like an abyss.

All metals bow before me;

When | grab them, they bust to pieces.

EXPLANATION of CANON 1

The Alchemist should be a pious, sincere, lovegofl and neighbor.
That way, better success will ensue in this highestery of

nature, which can only be given as a gift from Gblok author of
this canon writes about the origin of the Substarfdbe Stone.

This One Substance originated from the very firstmant of creation
when God said the all-powerful word FIAT.

The One Substance is animated by that emanatiBeiafy Itself
called the Nature Spirit. Therefore, the Substases powerful for
this Work now as it was in the beginning, and esrell be until the
end of the world. Now this is (1) Hermes' supesnd inferior, (2)
Bernardus' little well, (3) Hermogenes' magic fteff, (4) silvery
Mercury springing from the forehead of God, (5) tiighest good
from the time of the Fall, when people became pwsddy ignorance,
until the time they are reintegrated into Paradise.
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EXPLANATION OF FIGURE 2

This fire breathing dragon is Hermes' little bifiging here from
the North. It is a celestial creation, consistifidire and air.

Its fire-breathing mouth, therefore, has the powefl) warm the
cold chaotic water, (2) transmute it into a virgerth, and finally
(3) transmute it into a fire-resistant liquid-watoe, which is why
the Stone is called a Tincture.

The dragon wings have 7 indentations, to indidageseven steps
Eleazer said are needed to chop off those winggr(Bfeazer's
meaning). The first three steps involve progressiegdragon
gently and without corrosion through the 3 worldsurn: the
Mundane (solid), the Paradisiacal (liquid), and @edestial
(gaseous). The fourth step represents passingghrioequent
barriers in the distant islands of the philosophdnsre the dragon
eats himself so full of Earth, that he can no larfye as if he
wanted to melt everything solid into liquid. In tfiith stage he
becomes a prisoner of Saturn's scythe. In the stethe, everything
turns around, liquid becoming solid again



PARAGRAPH 2

If the sublime wisdom of the universe,
Prized about all else,

Had opened up clearly,

As told by Philaleth; and

If my mother, Nature,

hadn't grayed

My colorful Mercury; and

If my fiery life were revealed,;

Then there would be as many Adepts,
As there are Sophists now.

But God wills

The greedy world not to

Grasp my nature or

Discover my Mercury.

So | am only known to those

Who God sends to my Master.

Who explains everything clearly,

And reveals my figure:

What to make out of the poisonous dragon,
And my solid red brother.

EXPLANATION OF PARAGRAPH 2

Physically, mentally, and emotionally turn to thengdom in your
heart. Only then can you truly understand our diverather, Nature.
Only then can you comprehend the Mercurial Spidtlan deeply in
her innards, which gives life, seed, and soul it@ &ingdoms. If

the innumerable modern pseudo-Adepts would jusigeize this, then
the world would be full of true masters.

But it is hidden from their mundane eyes, that parceive only the
tranistory, that is, physically manifested thinigge Iminerals and
metals. The One Substance escapes them. They decoghize the
seed and germ of all metals, where the glowing Mgrof nature lies
hidden, the seed which the south-wind providesinisg gray,
viscous liquid form.

Why? Because greedy, self important people, seakihgto satisfy
their cravings, are fated to lose this Treasurekvtiie God of Gods
gives only to those in tune with nature, seekintihlhe heart of a
child. And only these, not the thousands of soffaited
manipulators, know what to make of this poisonowsddrial dragon
and his accompanying liquid Sulphur and viscougtzar

CANON 2

My species gives me a grey belly,
but I'm neither male nor female.
Rather, | have both genders.



My flesh and blood prove it.

My blood is male, my flesh female.
The power of both is spiritual.

I have both male and female organs.
So people call me a hermaphrodite.
My treasure is the Earth Element,
where there are minerals, metals, and such.
Yet I'm nothing that you may suppose.
| am One Substance by my nature.

In my metal form | am simultaneously
hot and cold, wet and dry.

EXPLANATION OF THE CANON 2

Here the author points out that the One Substameeyiscous,
gray, hermaphroditic liquid. Its passive, feminaferacteristic
comes from its liquid state and spirit of Mercultg.active,
masculine characteristic comes from its solid staie spirit of
fiery Sulphur. In other words, physically it is V@atand earth, but
spiritually it is Mercury and Sulphur.

The author's second paragraph shows the Substanténlthe center
of the Earth and brought forth by the South-Winde Ruthor
empowers us with clear words: It is neither mineal metal. It is

an essence or substance with equal proportiorieeafharacteristics
of the 4 elements.

Now what can sophists and vain seekers after thiery say about
this atomic Substance, which has a hermaphroditi¢ apd body, yet
is neither a mineral nor a metal? All their misogpiions are swept
away: there is no antimony, vitriol, saltpetert,salicksilver,
sulphur, gold, silver, nor other metalic compour@se Substance
only is needed. It encompasses all wisdom. Natomsituted It. The
wise use It. Discover it and recognize Its esotegirets, lest,

in all your science, you completely miss the target
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Figure 1 shows the superior and inferior of Hernkégure 2 showed
the hermaphrodite duality in a single thing, thégstophical Adam,
who still has his rib, that is, who had not yetided into separate
male and female to produce offspring. Figure 3 eatkmany
important symbols of theory and practice.

(1) The most-secret dual receptacle,

without which the Work cannot be done. (2) How to

hermetically seal the passions (CAPRICUS in thenfof golden Earth or
Sulphur, representing masculinity) with the the powof the
Conscience (BE-JAH the Holy Spirit [literally, therd God], in the
form of liquid Mercury or the Moon, representingrii@inity). (3)
The hermaphrodite figure standing on the circldf belongs to

that circle, but is nevertheless separate frofdjtThe green lion

in the circle, which represents the

blossoming of Life, and which attains its poweothgh the gaseous
SAL-NITRE. It becomes larger by devouring the ldjidlercury it
drank, which it excretes as thick as tar.



PARAGRAPH 3

Hermes called me the Sun and the Moon. Riplaelsdcaie the green
lion. Our author called me hermaphrodite, but | payattention to
that. It makes no difference. Nor does it matteatthe sophists

call me, for they learn nothing for all their trdelexcept: (1) |

am One Substance, not two; (2) In me is Bernaittls fountain;

(3) I am dry water, subtle pure; (4) | am raisedoyphe power

of Mars, as commanded by Philaleth, the famous Adép
coagulates my esoteric nature with Mercury.

EXPLANATION OF PARAGRAPH 3

In their books for the curious world, the adeptskepin symbols.
For example, the Stone is made of One Substanisea lthing that
is a simple unity, not a composite. It has equatspaf Earth,
Water, Fire, and Air. It possess equal attribufdseat and cold,
moisture and dryness. It arises from liquid anddséire. Thus, in
the first verse, Hermes calls it the Sun becauisenitade of Solid
Fire; and in the second verse, he calls it the Moecause it is
made of Liquid Mercury. Riplaeus calls it the grdien, because it
grows more fiery whenever the Celestial Fire iimfed.

The Master Norton called it a Hermaphrodite, siHeemes said it is
both solar and lunar. But don't make the mistakdenr®y most
current-day alchemists. This single thing with dclzracteristics

is not a composite constructed by human handst ek in verse
13: By my nature | am One Substance.

And in verse 15: | am Dry Water, subtle and purg, bam powered
with Mars energy. That means, that in the centeretlis a subtle
Fire. The Mars energy causes this Fire to risengbbeecome
strengthened by the Celestial Fire. According eowlords of the
philosopher: Give the fire to the Fire and merdariercury.

CANON 3

Four elements are sealed in me,
Sulphur and Mercury are dissolved in me.

| am savage, deadly, smoky, poisonous,
solid, liquid, constant, and gaseous.

Not animal, vegetable, fungus,
arsenic, vitriol-alaun, salt,
sulphur, mineral,

gold, nor any metal.

| am White Mercury. | have only one root and twerss.



Everyone despises me, because | don't look tooisany dull gray
coat. Yet, | am like the prize-winning beehive thedduces the best
honey for lords, princes, and the king. | equaliyuable for
everyone, high and low, rich and poor.

EXPLANATION OF CANON 3

We are informed in Verse 1 that the chaotic-phibdscal Water is
not the same as the Water Element. There the asthies: the four
elements are sealed in me. And to show us thenooigiis central
Sulphur and astral Mercury, he adds: flowing witlpur and
mercury. The next 2 verses clarify that this hernagite Substance
is both solid and gaseous.

First he describes the dark, earthly, liquid chemastic, saying:

| am wild, deadly, smoky, and poisonous. No manfeag it without

crying out and suffering from the most terrible gum. None dare

touch it nor taste its repulsive smell. Yet everréw state, it

effects wonderful cures. Also, after a little pregggon with small

doses of ADMIRACULA PRAESTANDA, it can be touchedtaken without
harm.

But the following verse describes its charactariat solid,
liquid, constant, and gaseous. The author alreadyed the interior
and exterior forms of this One Substance. But, #ddiy, God and
the adepts do not permit discovering any cleanezlagion.

Next,the author states what it isn't: not animafetable, fungus,
arsenic, vitriol, alum, salt, sulphur, mineral, djahor metal. So

this universal Tincture is not from the animal, etple, mineral,

or metal kingdoms. These words bring particularidizss to the
brains of today's alchemists, who will ask: what then? Well,

it has certainly already been named several tilmgsto repeat it
one more time superfluously: (1) It is the purdfgpring of the
gaseous mercury in the belly and center of thehE@) It is a

stone in liquid form. (3) It is an invisible solif#) It grows up

like the mustard seed. (5) It works through theahdire. (6) It
transmutes everything it touches into a liquid¢dke itself.

(7) Itis a fiery water or air which cold Saturmgeals on top of

the Earth. Enough said, since anyone who doesnu#ratand this now
is beyond help, and further words will not help, tlois is

essential to any real Alchemy. (8) Manipulationls, and magical
formulae do not apply here, because it is a dudtsg-physical
material, intractible to sophists. (9) It is Whikercury transmuted
into gray, liquid form. (10) Even though it is lag at everyone's
feet, philosophy cannot explain it better than agity with

balanced dual characteristics.
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EXPLANATION OF FIGURE 4

The face on the Sun shows a different emotionguie 4 (The
Mystical Substance) from the Sun in Figure 1 (Thgdital Substance)
in order to highlight the following differences leten the two
substances.

(1) The Physical Substance evolves naturally adlisd the lesser
substance of the Stone, while the Mystical Substémanufactured
by the Adept and is called the greater substantieecBtone.
Compounding these two Substances together completdist
Rotation, by fulfilling the seven circulations ¢fet Water. This
symbolically prepares the Earth to accept the AStead. The

gueen has sex with the king and conceives the Child

(2) The three clouds represent the three principiédercury,
Sulphur, and Salt appearing from the four elements.

(3) The planets around the horizon differ in thwdler.

(4) Mercury, the hermaphrodite spirit balancinggas and
conscience, is the first symbol on the bottom bseadercury is the
first to work on the Hermaphrodite Child. The Clildhaterial
attachments lead to Saturn dominating it from abtivéeach it that



its animal nature is illusionary.

(5) Saturn, the mythical ancestor of the planetsllsws the golden
Child of the Sun (which Mercury made) into his pialack belly.
Saturn is next above Mercury and stays for sevea even days.
Then Saturn tires. His predecessor Mercury, witph frem celestial
Mercury, forces Saturn to spit the Child back augl to hand the
Child, undamaged, over to Saturn's follower, Jupite

(6) Jupiter lovingly nurses the vomitted Child lretcosmic kingdom
of the Air and gives the Child a beautful form likevell polished
noble jewel.

(7) Venus, the snow-white crystal liquid Mercurynees next, the
Amazon queen, already on the other side of and adfilthe cosmic
kingdom of the Air. The Child begins to grow aggigs. Venus, the
nurse-mother, uses her virgin milk to suckle andiwe Child and
make the Child grow.

(8) Mars is next under Venus. The Child grows gjrand fiery from
the virgin milk of Venus, solid as Mars himselft yiguid as Venus.
When this perfect balance is achieved, the blackoéthe Child
gives way to a rainbow of colors. Finally, the aslall join together
to form white light.

(9) The Moon is now directly opposite below theroaskingdom of the
Air, the solid, snow-white Diana, the white Stoties crowned queen,
who supervises the seven circulations of the Aid becomes the
solid Tincture, which transmutes all incomplete aietnto the

finest Silver.

PARAGRAPH 4

Norton, Philaleth's instructor,

Drew me

In my correct form

And he saw me clearly.

Everything good is in me,

Which you and everyone can do.

In the middle is my crowned figure,

My silver Mercury,

Which the educated call argentum,

And which is known as quicksilver.

Two hazy materials must be made very clear,
Maria writes, to perform the Work:

Those two are my frozen Water

And my brother Mercury, subtle and pure.

EXPLANATION OF THE PARAGRAPH 4

People enjoy expounding about the height of the tle/depth of the
sea, and the location of the center of the eatthtHey are quieter than
Pythagorean neophytes about the nature of the th@ivAnd without
knowing the nature of Being itself, the rest ofitlspeculations are
worthless.



In this Work, there are uncountably many seeketb@fStone.
However, they do not know the keys which are caijeitksilver or
mystical Mercury, or the Medium between two bodias,

conjunction of passion (CAPRICUM) and conscience-\H). Finding
the Stone seems like untying the Gordian knot onging into a brick
wall, because modern speculators imagine theyoalarig for

earthly, physical things instead of mystical, gpal things.

Norton, the Adept who taught the famous Philalekiiats that we
should seek and find quicksilver or philosophicariury in the
Medium of the One Substance.

Maria the prophet says it even clearer what thigliva is, namely,

two invisible gases, composed of black-red material

appearing to the adept in crystal clear liquid form

Now comes the key, when she says that this Medhould be harnessed to
lead the entire Work. She adds that the sourckeskttwo hazy

chemicals is Aqua Composita and its esoteric gasktarcury.

CANON 4

| am the good unicorn of the ancients.

Dissociate me into two,

And then bond us back together,

So that my mortal remains no longer decompose.
That is how to get the most powerful medicine.
Pay no attention to my wild and poisonous nature,
Because, God willing,

| cure all sickness and give long life.

EXPLANATION OF CANON 4

The One Substance is above all a unity, symboligeithe one horn of
the unicorn. Denying this unity would overlook inmont mechanisms
and laws of nature. The One Substance is a sinaterial with both
male and female gender. It is the One Glass foattapt blower, but
which Aficentia [sic] calls a duality, and Hafil[sic] and others call a
trinity. It is the One Oven producing flames withraany degrees of
cold and heat as you can find on a thermometeraagichilar number
of degrees of wetness and dryness. The degreeetmnined by the Element
appearing in biggest proportion, which willinglydagently gives It

its form. The one plan and recipe for the Workdssolve and
Coagulate; this formula creates the entire wortdpading to the
occultist Dicentes [sic].

Keep dissociating (dissolving the coagulation) bodding (coagulating
the solution) until the moisture is completely aa@mne from the
dryness and soldified. Then you have that powertedlicine, that the
modern world cannot understand, and that makes fifdhose who
pretend to be wise.
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EXPLANATION OF FIGURE 5

This triangle depicts the philosophical alembiowen. Inside the
triangle are the hexagon, representing the Mys8cdilstance as a
conjunction of four equal and intertwined elemeats] the sun and
the moon, representing the wedding of Passion (QEBR1) and
conscience (BE-JAH). Outside the triangle are salphur, and
mercury, the three principles of the Stone, orbiimperfect
balance. These principles appear to the adept eplemeral spirit
or a diaphanous dragon, transmuted from the muokljels of the
mundane world into the clarified bodies of the plagadisiacal
world. Afterwards, White Mercury will appear abowed Sulphur in
the middle, and Black Salt at the bottom.

Gently (without damage) unify these pure Princifdgscience and art,
and you hit the target dead center.

PARAGRAPH 5

This Figure clearly shows

The orbiting of the four Elements:
Turn Air, Fire, Water, and Earth
into Water through our Fire.
Then make that Water into Earth.
That completes the Work.

In other words, separate



the Air, Fire, Water, and Earth,

and unify them once more.

Do it gently or all is wasted,

And all the work and all the reward are lost.
The Crown sits in the point of the Earth.

EXPLANATION OF PARAGRAPH 5

Alchemy teaches of three kinds of circulations eicguin three
worlds: the outer Earthly, the Paradisiacal, andlfy, the

Celestial World. Mass concentrates in the outerldahere the
gross, corporal elements, Water and Earth, predamihe subtle
elements, Air and Fire, predominate in the paradadiand celestial
World.

In the first World, the Earth is drowned in Noafit®d of sin and
bottoms out into the ground. In the next World, Beath is
evaporated by the warm breeze, and the rainboweappi® the third
world, the Earth is purified by fire, crystallizeahd coagulated.

In each World, the Elements procede along theiit:0fthater turns

into Air, Air into Fire, Fire into Earth. The saroeder is also used

for Reduction. Eventually this cycle repeats. Tingt #Vorld has

seven circulations of Water. The second sevenleitions of Air.

The third seven circulations of Fire. The Latinalein Morienus, who
moved to Jerusalem from Rome, said that you findtwbu seek when
you change the Water into Air, the Air into Firedahe Fire into

Earth. Ebner [sic] agrees with Hermes, sayingofhe into Its full power
when It turns to Earth, which must occur graduatg without

damage, or else the Work is lost.

CANON 5

Seek after reason and intelligence,

And do not look down on me,

Though | am vile and small,

Nothing else in the entire world

Contains the true Tincture,

Since | have the subtle and pure Mercury,
Settled, without turbulence,

Completely liquid, yet white and clear.

EXPLANATION OF CANON 5

Zealous Adepts can see further and sharper, betaspenetrate
through to the center, to the esoteric meaningiofys. Thus they
perceive the effects of Spirit manifesting in thegygical. The One
Substance, in which God and nature placed sucle mgstery,
appears to be a vile, contemptible thing. Yet, thesture or Stone
of the Philosophers can be made out of nothingielsature. The
One Substance houses, attracts, and producesdbleitaty purest
spirit of Mercury. In It, the wise find all they ele
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EXPLANATION OF FIGURE 6

Back in Figure 1, Mercury swung from the dark, exiat world of the
gross elements to the subtle, esoteric kingdorhefir. This same
spirit of Mercury in pure, crystal-white, liquidrim appears in
Figure 4 inside the innermost triangle. The crowtmg on the
triangle represents the Sun-child as a solid jeWsbugh the noble
Salt is sealed in the excreted soil, that soiloiw set aside, later

to become the cornerstone, the foundation of thieeeWork,
unchanging and forever.

The seven stars represent the circulations oft&iough which the
paradisiacal queen nourishes so the Child grovgewer, strength,
and virtue.

PARAGRAPH 6

The dry water indicates

A substance that wets nothing, yet is

The Seed of all humidity.

It is the Green Lion's partner,

Made pure and subtle by the Mars-nature,



The White Mercury is made here:

It must be polished as bright

As a spring of liquid silver:

That is how to gently inspire the Work along,
So it binds with its Red servant.

EXPLANATION OF PARAGRAPH 6

The Dry Water symbol is fundamental to this Worloaf hearts. It is
a dry rain from above, a rarefaction and condeosatirange to the
touch. Your hand would not get wet, but would chexnglors, becoming
black as chimney soot, white as snow, and redesslfy spilt

blood. It is invisible, yet everywhere. It is theist Center, the
warm Radical, the green lion, the liquid dragone Timagical fire in
Its waters evaporates It. It becomes a liquid sifsgirit rising up
from a fountain floating in the Air. It is transneat from the putrid
murk of the rotting grave, into a pure and splerdght full of

Glory. It is now the Nymph-Spa where the Sun andMbathe,
preparing for a magical copulation so powerful tihaty are
permanently bonded together into a single being.

THE SIXTH CANON

A king in purple robes

Stabilizes me each time:

That is the pure Gold of the Philosophers
Who seek It in me.

Itis called Solid Red Sulphur.
Everything else keeps a wide berth,
Because | can do it all single handed,
Though | am only one Stone,

| tolerate no Silver or Gold,

And Mercury treats me with disdain.

| complete the entire Work

All by my Self.

EXPLANATION OF CANON 6

In this recipe for cooking the Stone to coherettiog,cloudy,
vaporous Water that does not wet the hand servibeanoisture that
binds and stabilizes the Stone, like an egg birdgd. This
stabilization process is represented by the RegflUspiter who is
the newly born heavenly Child or the black Stongebevith rubies.

It symbolizes the passions regenerated into tregalehe red

solid Sulphur that arises from this same purifiezlsture and
becomes the Stone. The art and science of thisuspiunion and
reintegration gives It the power to complete all/pertaining to
the Stone and the true Tincuture.

Only someone (are your ears turning red now?) watig in blissful
ignorance of natural law would think that lifeleastallic gold,
silver, and mercury, which neither speak nor breatbuld ever give
birth to a life-giving Stone or healing Tinctureh&d Adept who wrote
this Canon dismisses all such nonsense.

True, the Stone may look like gold, silver, and coey,



but its internal essence is the Mystical Substdira

Figure 4. This Mystical Substance is sometimesdadold because

part of it is solid fiery Earth. Silver becausetpattit is

liquid-water, and Mercury or quicksilver becauseha white mixture and
the product arising from it. So, with the bubblepafie burst, you

can succeed in achieving your goal and reach ctosgsur final
destination.
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EXPLANATION OF FIGURE 7

The number 7 is very symbolic of the stages oMiaek, including 7

planets, 7 days, 7 weeks, 7 circulations, and #Bys periods. The

spiritual energy of Nature courses through the MgsSubstance

using the 7-spoked wheel of the planets. The maiskarth is

readied by the 7-day work, a symbolical months-tieme then 7 weeks
makes a systemic period. The 7 circulations, oogun both the magical

and natural rhythms, bring the Work all the wayotlght to the white Tincture.

Figure 7 reveals the Gold, Silver, and Mercury fiearagraph 6 and
Canon 6 fully.

The Sun represents the Child emanating from Saturduipiters
Stone, or the Gold of the Philosophers still halfesided in

darkness, whose internal heat draws in and detbarsiagnetic
whiteness of the Mercury-Water of his sister ttgiaal humidity.

The Moon represents this Mercury-Water, the myk&daer. When
Sun and Moon are equally mixed they accomplishriee Wedding of
the red Servant with his good smelling white sister

Mercury, the hermaphrodite spirit with both maseeland feminine
attributes, the off-spring of the Sun and the Mdsrsymbolized by



the cross connecting these sacred siblings.

This Mystical Mercury or quicksilver has a positaed negative
aspect. Its negative aspect is being dissolveldervery Mercurial
Water it magnetically attracts to itself. Its pogtaspect is that
it binds this Water and solidifies it.

Like red and white roses grow form ordinary ste8ikjer and Gold
flowers grow from the stem of mystical Mercury.

PARAGRAPH 7

Here the Work begins,

A duality

gives the power

To heal,

The elixir of long life.

A duality separated by a moist fire,
Bestowing health and wealth.
That is how to see this Figure.

EXPLANATION OF PARAGRAPH 7

The results of the Work can only be attained ire ket with sweat by this
alchemical wedding of the red groom to his whit#esi No one

knows this better than those who strived for agiéisout the benefit of this
paragraph. Had they only placed the red groom at

the altar between the center of the heavens anektttle,

and then brought his pure, liquid sister-brideigs lim there.

Then they would have been well along their Patstable health and
limitless wealth, the by-products of the white dhe red

elixirs.

CANON 7

Do not pollute me,

Just dissolve me, coagulate me,
And turn me upside down.

That how to do good Work.
EXPLANATION OF CANON 7

In these 4 verses Northon tosses all the the étlobiemists a rock to stub
their toes on. (1) Guard It from pollution by angternal substances that are

not homogenous and harmonious. (2) Pour your veatehe fire without putting

the fire out so the water escapes as steam.

(3) Following the ancient wisdom, give Fire to fire and Mercury to the mercury.
(4) As they melt into each other, their tight enderaissolves them and finally

coagulates them. (5) Then a doubled Mercury digsolv
and coagulates itself through a strengthened obldduFire.

As Mercury completes the circle by returning tayfi€arth, like a flower turned

stem-up, you become master of the art of the Sdodecomplete the Work.
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EXPLANATION OF FIGURE 8

The figures in this book organize the stages ofibek, like the
links in a chain, loud and clear. Meditation onsthéigures
teaches everything ever published about Alchemth mo need to
even read the accompanying words.

So far, the figures portrayed the life cycle of Gwee
Substance: Its origin, birthplace, purificationpagation,
hermetic sealing, pollution, congealing, sublimatiand
union in strict succession. These processes ldteto
consummation of the alchemical wedding betweemdte
groom and the white bride.

Figure 8, next in this mystical life cycle, contaia
miniature copy of itself inside it. There is a @ top
of an outer circle, containing an inner solar syste

The shaded area inside is the dead Winter EaglglthAdam,
who experiences a force field emanating from theleiwithin.
That force enlivens him, calcinates him, and tramss his
hidden Salt into thickly flowing, solid white, Marry, which
is the new Spring Earth, where Hermes said to sawsmld.



Sun and Moon hang in perfect balance with eachrpothe
witnessing this alkinization.

The placement of the 4 elements is significane Kron
top by the cross because the Fire for the process e
sought from Above.

Earth is directly under Fire, because the fireioakes the
Earth and makes is fire-proof. Fire, Air, and Watem
transform similarly, and the Stone is produced.

The Sun, a golden pebble, floating between Fire&ind
represents solid Red Sulphur which consists of &k Air and
which is the masculine aspect of the Moon.

The liquid Mercury, floating between Fire and Water

consists of Fire and Water and is the feminine etspiethe Moon.

The Mercurial Moon hanging from the underside &f th
transforming Earth repesents all this joining, aiating,
and one-time concentrating into solid Earth.

PARAGRAPH 8

When Sun and Moon with Mercury
Are Joined together,

Indivisible and fireproof,

An eternal splendor occurs.

But, you must know and understand
Figure 8.

All work will be in vain

In this mysterious art,

If mundane Moon and Mercury
Entice you from the Path.

Mystical Moon and Mercury

Is another name for one's nature:
Mystical Fire is the Fiery Water,

In which the Mystical Moon and Sun are cremated.

EXPLANATION OF PARAGRAPH 8

To join the Sun and Moon with Mercury, use soliceFiThe
Mercurial Moon is made of Fire and Water, hereezhFiery
Water. To really learn something from the beautiful
Paragraph 8, meditate on the dual state of thiyFie
Water that the Sun and Moon cook in.

The feminine aspect of this dual Mercury consi$ts o
Fire and Water. It dissolves, penetrates, and midikegs
turn green and blossom. Its Humid Primigenium odiBal
maintains and nurtures the inner heat of the Sulphd
the dry heat of the Salt.

The masculine aspect appears as a viscous Oil atteacted
from Sulphur and Salt. The mystically implantedeHiature
is the first to bind and to coagulate.



When you can repeat this dissolution and coagulatia
controlled manner, then you can claim to truly ustind
Paragraph 8.

CANON 8

Dissolve me gently,

With no water or powder.

Place me in a moist coffin.

| turn white and red,

Then bubble forth a spring,

Fair as the Moon, bright as the Sun.

EXPLANATION OF CANON 8

Without using acid, dissolve a stone into liquid gently

you would say it dissolved itself voluntarily, they

a black agate is polished into a diamond witho tii rog

any faces. Physically this cannot be done, and evane so

more so, because the Canonist says to do it withater

or polishing powder, which prohibits forcing tharisformation
with physical strength (Aqua Forte), economic po{faua Regis),
or any other compulsive powers (corrosive powders).

The next verse describes how to do it mysticaljyplacing

it in the moist coffin. That means, submerge thelpevedded
couple, our Gold and Silver, into the liquid merscuFhey are
raised to the spiritual plane as they become otte edch other
in the fiery Water. This united Spirit, Soul, andd bursts
forth like bubbles in a bright shining spring. Atie horns of
the moon hide at the boundaries where these bubides



Hermaphrodite Child of the Sun and Moon
IX

Translated by Mike Brenner. Copyright Mike Brentt®07. Permission given to freely copy this, as laaghis
copyright remains attached.

EXPLANATION OF FIGURE 9

A soaring eagle with heart aflame, with the Sun Bioen at the threshold
of its wings, bears tokens of dominion: the croWimfiluence, the sceptre of the king,
and the globe of the empress.

Its buoyancy in flight and its flaming heart shdwe etherial nature of this eagle:
wet outside, fire inside. It is our Liquid Mercury.

The Sun and Moon seek solace under the shadovesé things,
basking in the pleasing radiation from the flamiegrt.

To win the Crown of the Earth, fuse the power &f skeptre and the globe using
the Dry Fire of Mars and the Wet Fire of Venus.

PARAGRAPH 9

This figure shows the power of the
Liquid Fire:

Cooking and melting

Solid into liquid.

Fire which slays the Sun and Moon then
Resurrects them.

Then the 4 elements turn

Solid red:

The Lesser Work gives way to the



Birth of the child of the sun.

EXPLANATION OF PARAGRAPH 9

Philosophers speak of four fires symbolize the fattnibutes of the elements:

moist and cold, dry and warm, each one servinfp@stire and resurrection of another.
There are also two lions, one volatile drawn wiihgg, and one solid drawn without wings.
The latter magnetically attracts the wisdom to tilma solid to liquid,

and the liquid to solid, and to unite them together

One is solar, and the other lunar. One is Red $w)ghe other White Sulphur,
which must be made one with each other.

Here is the conflict between the wolf of ascent Hreldog of descent, who bite
each other to death, melting into a pool of thein@ommingled blood.

When the solid is thus made liquid (when the Dmg$ dissolved in the Wet Fire,
and the warmth begins to work in the moisture) ttes mixture gives birth to the black
raven of solar and lunar eclipses which then dies.

The Lesser Work ends when the mystical Fire chatiged elements into Solid Fire
like a black, tarry, metallic gore. That is the ioeing of the Great Work where the child
of the sun is born.

CANON 9

The black raven grows

For those who are able to
Stop the fire, and be patient,
Until the colors appear.

EXPLANATION OF CANON 9

It seems impossible to change a black raven intbite dove or swan, but that is just
part of the hermetic work.

Noah first tried to use ravens to scout out whethemwaters of the Sin-Flood had receded.

But the ravens found some dead carrion to feechdrda not come back, so he used doves.
That is why we drown the black raven in the LigMdrcury, so it is resurrected as a white dove
that proclaims the white Stone.

The raven had nothing more to give except to stédynerged in the Liquid Fire until the
spiritual dove arrives.

This process of changing from black to white pasisemigh all the colors of the
eacock's tail, or the colors of the rainbow.

While the Liquid Fire predominated, the black raveas born. As the Dry Fire surpasses
the Liquid Fire, the dry gaseous colors appearghahtually turn into pure white.
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EXPLANATION OF FIGURE 10

There are several ways to say the same three things

The raven (symbolizing our dark earth) (1) sitdtmnground though quite flight-capable,
(2) stares straight into the sun hungering for ldjoly up, and sealing in the vibrations of
the astral north-wind, (3) builds up enough intétreat to metamorphose into a gorgeous peacock.

The darkened Hermaphrodite Child (1) putrefyinghi@ shadows
(2) uses Midnight Fire (3) to overcome the coldligf its former life.

Saturnian lead must (1) melt, (2) cook, and (3) tortin.

The dove (1) can sometimes go back, but (2) oreeaben drinks in this fire, (3) the ashes
can never be unburned.

The fermenting metallic sperm is like dough. (1} itdinish rising on its own before adding
any flavors. (2) Heat the oven as gently as thglgg of a brooding hen. (3) The Tincture
is ready when a golden crust appears on the foag can patiently conquer our damned
ignorance and compulsion to hurry the process.



PARAGRAPH 10

Your first task is

Controlling this faculty:

Turn our virgin Earth

Into Milk, but

Be Gentle and take as long

As a pregnancy.

Then the raven is born,

Later classified as the peacock,

In 5 months, lilies bloom

When you decide to open the door for him.

EXPLANATION OF PARAGRAPH 10

The most difficult part of the Work is exactly caoiting the intensity of the expansion and
contraction of the esoteric Fire. Mistakes are gnteed without precise understanding.
The word Alchemy denotes both Chemistry and Physimpay careful attention to both.

The expanding-contracting Fire is actually two mieteracting, freely circulating fires
corresponding to the elemental attributes dry-maisese two fires balance each other out
so when one rests the other works.

Gracefully expanding and contracting both fired pikevent dissolving the moist liquid Fire
too abruptly or coagulating the dry mystical sdfice too harshly.

Right from the start of the Work, continually empiza this gentleness in processing the White
solid into the mystical Fire, so that neither ovieelms or ruins the other.

This takes time, so Paragraph 10 makes the belamifilogy to the nine months it takes
to bear a child. This also happens to be the tirtakes to manufacture the Elixir and for the
other operation that creates the Stone.

At the end of this time period the raven is atdber. The Raven is deprived of its body or
its darkness after lasting 40 days.

The peacock colors appear in the half-solid liqgagdes, which become fully solid along the way,
as they change into the Moon.

Evaporate the raven's body (our Liquid Mercurygnthesolidify, meaning kill it.

That is how the swan is born, swimming in the seglass,
Hardening into the crystal Stone of the first order

This paragraph follows Flamell in keeping the figigg sealed for 150 days, though
Bernardus Trevisanus says 130 days, to produdé&sh&tone.

CANON 10

Now it whitens

And has the power to
Transmute lead, tin, copper,
And Mercury

Into the finest Silver,



Blessed be.

EXPLANATION OF CANON 10

Initially, Saturn produces 4 kinds of forms andoresponding colors: (1) Saturnial black,
(2) Jovial gray, (3) Mercurial or Lunar white, aff) Martial or Venusian yellow. Then Solar
red evolves followed by all the mixed hues of natand contrivance.

When the various principles complete the final dads of their putrefaction, the mixture
or composite is called Laton. The Laton crystafliterough Azoth (Mercurial Acid) and augments
and solidifies into the white Tincture.

After completing the cycle of putrifying and cleagithe Stone and fermenting it, there is nothing
left to worry about, except to hope God preservé®sim violation.

Only the White Stone can turn the black Laton Stongellow. And only the Yellow can turn it to Red.
Make (1) the Black into White, (2) the White int@Now, (3) the Yellow into Red, then you have Magte

The Black Stone is like Winter, the White like Sy the Yellow like Summer, and the Red like Autumn

Pay exceptional attention not to take the Whiten&tioom the fire too early, before it is completely
solid and precipitated. When it is done, it shattdl by itself, and from then on we use its shards

The first Stone hardly transmutes anything. Howeatter the Astral Mercury resurrects it,
and joins it with as much acid as it will soak thgn one part of this Tincture will transmute
many thousand parts of incomplete metals into ilve
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EXPLANATION OF FIGURE 11

The White Stone appears as a swan standing orfdmithwearing a silver crown,
which transmutes all metals into Silver.

The twelve stars of the zodiac conduct the lass rits the Water dies and turns to Stone.
The Astral force field represented by the crosst finultiplies its power by marrying it with its

Acid, then supplies it with Dry Fire, coloring ielfow like Venus and Mars, and finally reddens it
as the Sun.

PARAGRAPH 11



Diana shines through

When the proud peacock gives up his tail

The white swan Diana appears

Like the man-in-the-moon

You can transmute Venus, Mars, Mercury, and Tin
Into Silver:

Just think about what he did,

And do it the same way:

Then the power of the swan grows,

And changes all metals into Silver.

EXPLANATION OF PARAGRAPH 11

When the peacock gives up his tail colors, a tingutation of white opens up. Shortly after
this everything turns white in the blink of an eye.

Be careful not to break the glass and shiny figacesoon, or else the Fire goes out, the
uncooked product is wasted, and better luck nené tit has to harden by itself, so it shatters
like a piece of glass.

It is important, each time you use Virgin Milk (i#gid) to dissolve and precipitate it, to multipty
by 10, going from 10 to 100, 100 to 1000, etc.indishitum.

My favorite is the Method of Projection where ydasiblve the Stone in its White Oil (its fermentaio
until it turns to oil. Put quicksilver in the ve$sédth some of this oil, and cook until solid. This
precipitate transmutes lead, tin, or copper intee®i

You can also do this process with the Solid Reglsud or Stone.

Before combining it with quicksilver, mix a littkef this oil with some wine or brandy. This produces
the world-famous Aurum Potabile (liquid gold) whictires every illness of the human body.
CANON 11

Keep going until it turns red,

If that happens, thank the Lord: for

The Sun is the beauty that is in all the metals,

The Sun is the power that turns those metals imto.G

EXPLANATION OF CANON 11

Inside the Black (the attribute of the body) dwdlis White (attribute of the spirit), inside the
White dwells the Red (attribute of soul). Thus Adatists work in three worlds, the outer dark

world, the paradisiacal spiritual world, and théestal Light beyond.

The first Work is done through Water and Earth ¢adimg to the outer mundane qualities),
the second through Air and Salt, and the thirdugloFire and Light.

Whoever knows how to make the Solid White Stonenftbe celestial Light, that is, from the
mystical Dry Fire, knows how to conduct the mareiag the solid queen and the solid red king.

So simmer it in Dry Fire, and in Dry Calcinatiomtiliit is red as cinnabar. Do not add water or
anything else. Wait until it is brewed to completeness.



Before you get any red, a gray ash appears whistacts the hidden Phoenix. Then yellow or
orange Red emerges from that ash, turning into red.

By simmer it a while longer and the Salamander appeavho first takes on a yellowish Red,
and finally a lack Red color. The Salamander iglsahd fire-proof, and actually enjoys being in
and feeding on the Fire.

The multiplication and projection of Paragraph té mow clear with nothing more to do except
what | left out in the interest of brevity.

x|
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EXPLANATION OF FIGURE 12



The snake eating its own tail represents the lhite and Red Stones. These first harden and Both virgin
Milk, and then transform into a Salamander whodiirethe Fire. The Fire furnishes the Salamand#r thie energ
for its continued evolution.

The flying dragon, now fallen to Earth, breathes,fivhich devours all metals, transmuting them Bitger or
Gold.

The cross designates the Attraction Field of thieaAire whose vibrations color the Salamanderusgiam yellow,
Martian Citrine-Red, and blood-red. This is theeFif eternal Youth through multiplication, expeded by many.

PARAGRAPH 12

Alchemy

Turns the swan into a
Salamander abruptly.

She feasts on

Heat

And lives in flames,

Blood-Red in color,

Nourished by the glowing embers:
Those who bow to her rule,

(Like the Pelican

Who gives all to his young):

Will see the Salamander

Develop their

Strength and Virtue,

But she only appears to those who
Understand 7 stars:

She opens up

The 7 gates for us.

EXPLANATION OF PARAGRAPH 12

Fire is the energy for implementing and completificAlchemical Work. Fire and heat instantly chashgiee swan
to a Salamander. Dry mystical Fire was used iretiréier part of the Work. Now the moist physicaieFat steady
heat builds up, maintains, and cools the mystigal. Fhe mystical Fire is called the blood of itsroFire-Embers,
appearing in Figure 12 beneath the pelican.

The 7 Stars, which remind us of the magical or ratu
Imbibitiones, the author himself clarifies:

The Milk of the Moon is not like the virgin Milk dhe Sun: making (EINTRAENKUNG) the White Stone uigs
whiter milk, than the Red.

Use Dry Fire to sublimate and calcinate it. Stamking it red by pouring a tiny bit of yellow-red kairy on it,
once or, if needed, twice.

CANON 12

Just One Thing under the Sun

Its Possession is the secret of making Gold.
Its form is both male and female.

Its nature is both hot and cold.

Its nutrients pour out,

Its male part, solid, Its female part, liquid.

Its unity makes it the beginning and the end.



Its state changes from male to female:
Dissolving, putrefying, purifying, coagulating,
Until the golden Child appears.

Its milk feeds the Child anew,

And lets you immediately repeat the Work,
Until everything flows and penetrates.

Then fine gold accumulates,

Its Spiritual Body turns acid.

Its Colors have to be made ready for the Work:
But be righteous and guard against sins,
And God will grant you this treasure:

Its color will eventually turn red,

And then remember to thank the Lord.

EXPLANATION OF CANON 12
To sustain succintness, the Author can say no ryetesays all.
This final canon is the Epilogue summarizing andficoing the others.

In the beginning verses, there is the One SubstaucéVhite Ingredient, the Ens Mundi, the One Thitme secret
Subject or spirit energy which is the source ofghgsical energy transmitted through its objeat, Sun.

This One Substance is in a state of perfect baJanperfect gender balance of male and femaleagretfect
vibrational balance of heat and cold.

The male and female aspects of this balance a@ésisive Subject and its active Object. The niagedrtificially
modified Object) waits inside the Subject in sdbdm, until the female Subject acts on the Obj&ben the Object
loses its congealed solidity and turns liquid. Whierilows (as Hermes said) they can be harmonyoastl
gracefully separated from teach other, and latenb#cally sealed back together.

At the beginning of the Work, as a liquid, andrat &€nd, as a solid, It is just One Thing. But ndbétween, from
the time Passion and Reason are separated, @ytibtle sealed back together to produce the WhiteeSt

The steps are: (1) dissolve, (2) putrefy, (3) puyri#t) coagulate. Repeat this process until theeyolChild appears
in the form of the noble Stone. Separation followgdnarriage. Nourish the Stone with heavenly rretha
ambrosia of our virgin Milk, which means dissolteliet it rot and wash it with magical solutiongesit in its
tomb until it coagulates and solidifies, until th@wer of the Tincture climaxes.

This Gold of the Sun is the fine Gold of the WiRepeat the process until It becomes cherry redn just melt a
bunch of metals together, one fifth gold, and ioss freely flowing portion of the Tincture, andwuwiill see how
much incomplete metal you can change into the fiigell this way. Praise God for the Result.
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Appendix. The 44 Qabbalistic Seals of Solomon: AtiaChart of the Recipe for Changing Lead into Gold

1. Subject Ingredient. Prepare the Liquid, viscelescury, the Chaotic Waters over which the SpifiGod moved
the One Substance of Alchemy.



2. Object Ingredient. Visualize the the polar sitaperfect equilibrium at the center of the heayea represent the
Object of Alchemy.

3. Vessel. Raise the Inner Fire that accomplished\ork in the dual vessel.
4. Separation. Separate the Water from the Virginte
5. Decoction. Bring the Virgin Earth to life withrBagical and 4 scientific imbibings, until it flovike tar.

6. Conjunction. Join this Earth and Water back tiogie The number X discloses the veil at the boondéathe
Water kingdom, the threshold separating the Kingaéiight from the World of Outer Darkness.

7. Augmentation. Increase the pure elements ifictme of the 3 Principles to take the first steittie Lunar or
Paradisiacal Kingdom of the Air and the Spirit Wdorl

8. Calcination. Start calcinating and alkinizingslk pure elements into a heavy, solid Earth, agintpthe Salt of
Power. This is the key to the whole Work.

9. Inner Conjunction. Couple the seeds of the suhthe moon, or Mercury and sulphur, in a mixtureiband
water.

10. Patience. Wait patiently while the inner spifithe liquified Mercury-Water grows the seeds.

11. Reduction. Combine the three principles intofthul, dark purulence.

12. Balance. Watch the North Star sustain the raficin of the Earth.

13. Dual Fire. Braid together licks of Hot Dry Findgth licks of Cold Moist Fire to form the mysticBlual Fire.
14. Sealing. Seal the vessel tight.

15. Calcination of the Salt. Watch the Salt caltgriaside the glass door.

16. Leaching. Keep up the circulation of the M&ige as the Salt leaches out.

17. Further Leaching. Watch the quintessence bulnltlérom the 4 pure elements.

18. Athanor. Recall that this is all happeningrinoaen constructed with three sciences.

19. Corpse. Discard the prior vessel which is navempty shell.

20. Living Silver. Gather the Alchemical Mercurpin the center of this amalgamated mystical material
21. Sufficiency. Realize that this Living Silverggfficient to do the entire Work by itself.

22. Reduction. Use the perfect balance of the Netén to reduce the crystal Stone using the magicel

23. Blossoming. Count the ten colors of the peasdel the Fiery Sulphur goes through as the ldduercury
develops it.

24. Bleaching. Then dry it, so it begins to turniteh
25. Solification. Solidify the Mercury.

26. Tincturification. Join the Mercury to the Sulptand Salt, forming the fireproof Tincture.



27. Petrification. Take the Stone from amidst thirtune, the White Gold of the Wise with the powerchange all
incomplete metals into the finest Silver.

28. Standing at the Second Threshold. With youk bathe Paradisiacal Kingdom of the Air, face tipen door to
the Celestial Kingdom of Light.

29. Fire Elemental. Mercury is now the Solid Wi#t®ne, a fire-warrior, a Salamander.

30. Multiplication. The Stone increases in propwrtio the amount of Liquid Mercury added, coaguaatike milk
turning to cheese, permitting the Stone to tingerilimited quality and quantity.

31. Harmony. Start the Red Work, but reflen the balance of the polar star to inspire areenely gentle fire, so
does not turn red too quickly.

32. Reflection. At the completion of this Work, thiysteries of the universe are as easy to se@kintpinto a
mirror.

33. Fragmentation. Break the Stone into three panis to make the white Tincture of Silver, oneniake white
liquid Gold, and one to crush.

34. Dispersion. Scatter the remnants across thetos@ and mix well.

35. Rapture. With this mixture, start conducting tharriage of the Sun and Moon. This will permé thystical
Gold and Silver to complement each other, the kingd the queen to be brought to the highest ecsaacly,for the
third time, the cycle of 10 to be completed.

36. Fermentation. The first step in th@ivlage is for the solid Sulphur of the Sun to fentnthe white solid Sulph
of the Moon, recapitulating the heavens insiddfitse

37. Exaltation. Next, the Solid White Sulphur coatsl bring the hot, fiery Sulphur to life, so indae glorified ever
higher.

38. Completion. Now complete the Work of manufaicigithe Stone using the fourth element, Earth, witich
Hermes sought to transmute the Mercury.

39. Fire and Air Elements. Watch as these appeaarephemeral bodies of fire.

40. Control. Bring the Liquid Mercury, once burnipgssionately like liquid Fire, under control asiexcreted as
solid Earth, imperturbable as a
flame-resistant Stone.

41. Realization. The Stone has a body, a spirit,aasoul. A body because it is visible and tangialspirit because
it penetrates through all metals, and a soul wifiesg attribute matures everything, turns it inttrecture, and
perfects all metals.

42. The Quintessence in both Stones. These Stdrwasee from a single Being to form a duality, pl&j a subtle
quadruplet, and finally the quintessence itselisTf Multiplication, since the white and the radrgessence can
reproduce endlessly, as soon as the noble wedflihg Gun and Moon takes place.

43. The Crowning Achievement of the Work. The theemwvns indicate that the Tincture-Stone of thdd3oiphers
overcomes and refines the three kingdoms: vegetabimal, and mineral.

44, The Wedding of the Sun and the Moon in Mag@elestical Fire. They are brought to their high aoty
station.






