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THE EPISTLE ON THE PHILOSOPHIC FIRE

I, John Pontanus, who have travelled into vari@aémns and dmains on my quest to know of a certainty what é
Philosophers' Stone, journeying through all pafthe world, found but false Philosophers and dearsi Studying
still, none the less, in the books of the Wise, anyddoubts increasing, | discovered the truth: yeig
notwithstanding | had knowledge of the materiarried two hundred times before finding the operatind

practice of that true material.
| commenced first my operations with putrefactiofshe Body of this material over a period of nmenths but
this came to naught. | placed it in then-made for lengthy periods, erring just the same. | taokl placed it in the
calcinating fire for three months and proceededya®l sorts and kinds of distillation and sublintat spoken of,
or apparently spoken of by the Philosophers - Gelrehelaus, and almost any other - have | attedhptel tried,
and found equally nothing. In brief, | tried to cemt and perfect in every way conceivable the stilojfeall the Art
of Alchemy, be this by manure, bathing, ashesherthousand other sorts of fife mentioned by théoBbphers in
their works, but nothing did | discover of worth.
It was for this reason that | set myself to stualy books of the Philosophers for three years coaljrstudying
among others those of Hermes, whose brief wordggothe whole magistry of the Stone; though heakpejuite
obscurely of things above and below, of Heavenddritle Earth.
All one's application and care must then be onlyrtow the correct practice in the first, second tiidl Works. It
is not at all the fire of the bath, dung or asimes,any of the other fires of which the Philosoph&ing or describe
for us in their books.
What, then is this fire which perfects and achieesentire Work, from beginning to end? Certaailly
Philosophers have hidden it; but for myself, touthg a moment of pity, | would declare it and tichiavement of
the whole Work.
The Philosophers' Stone is unique, and one, bdehiéind veiled in a multiplicity of different namesid before
knowing it you will have seen much struggle: onlghadifficulty will you come to know it by your owgenius. It i
watery, airy, fiery and earthy, phlegmatic, chaleganguine and melancholy. It is a sulphur ancigQuick
Silver.
It has several superfluities which | assure youhayliving God, transform themselves into one ugiissence, if
only there be our fire. And whoever - believinglstic be necessary - would subtract anything froenstibject,
knows of a certainty nothing of Philosophy. For siwerfluous, unclean, foul, scurvy, miry and, émeral, entire
substance of the subject, is perfected into orexdfspiritual body, by means of our fire. Which haser been
revealed by the Wise, thus making it that but fersceed in this Art; imagining that some foul andvarthy thing
must be separated out.
Now must one make appear, and draw out the pregesfiour fire; if it agree with our material iretivay of whick
| have spoken, that is to say,tibie transmuted with the material. This fire buthes material not at all, nor separ:
anything from it, nor divides nor puts apart thetpaure and impure, as is told by all Philosophleus converts the
whole subject into purity. It does not subiras Geber or Arnold and all others who have spoksablimation an:
distillation sublime. And it makes and perfectglfsn little time.
This fire is mineral, equal and continual, and meaxeporates unless over excited; it has certaiheof
characteristics of sulphur, is taken and originatsswhere than in the material. It ruptures, dv&sy and congeals
all things, and similarly congeals and calcinaieis; difficult to fmd by industry or by Art. Thifire is the epitome
and abridgement of the Work in its entirety, takimgother thing else, or very little, and this sdireintroduces
itself and is of mediocre heat; for with this kttire the whole Work is perfect, and all due ardessary
sublimation achieved together.
Those who read Geber and all other Philosophetkrghaer come to an understanding of it though tiney one
hundred million years; for this fire may not beatigered but by the sole and profound meditatiotihefmind,
following which one will understand the books, arat otherwise. Error in this Art, consists onltlire acquisition
of this fire, which converts the material into tBne of the Wise.
Study, then, this fire, for had | myself found titthe first, | should not have erred two hundrecets upon the



veritable material. By which am | no longer surpdsf so many come not to the accomplishment ofttoek.
They err, have erred and will ever err, in thatPtdosophers have placed their veritable agehttrone, single
thing, which Artephius named, but speaking onlyHonself. Had | not read Artephius, nor penetratad
understood, never would | have arrived at the aptishment of the Work.

Here, then, the practice: take the material witldidllgence, grind and pulverise it physicallgéplace it in the fire
that is within the oven; but the degree and praoporf the fire must also be known. To wit, thag #xternal fire
excite only the material; and in a little time tfire, without that one put a hand to it in any man will assuredly
realise the Work in its entirety. For it will puyifcorrupt, engender and bring to perfection thele/lwork, making
appear the three principal colours, the black, evaitd red. And by our fire the medicine will mulipnot only in
guantity but also in virtue, if joined with the reatl in its raw state.

Search, therefore, this fire with all strength ofiymind, and you shall reach the goal you haveetself; for it is
this that brings to completion all the stages ef\ttiork, and is the key of all the Philosophers,chtithey have
never revealed in their books. If you think weltladeep upon this above-mentioned fire, you will\krib Not
otherwise.

Thus, moved by a moment of pity, | have writtersthiut, and that | satisfy myself, as | made mengibove, the
fire is in no wise transmuted with the materiakished to speak this and to warn well the prudenterning these
things, that they spend not in vain their money,Know in advance what it is that they seek andhig/means,
arrive at the truth of the Art; not otherwise.

God keep thee.



